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Republic of Nicaragua

News & Information

To: The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen
From: Steve Ellis, Jefferson Waterman International, representing
the government of the Republic of Nicaragua. Further
information available from H.E. Roberto Mayorga,
Nicaragua’s Ambassador to the US at 202-393-6570.
Subject: Issues Points--Nicaraguan Military Reform Initiatives
Date: June 12, 1995

Please consider the following initiatives taken by Nicaraguan military chief, General
Joaquin Cuadra. We are reporting from several sources, including official documents from
General Cuadra and Nicaraguan and Miami media accounts. General Cuadra...

. Asked the President of the Nicaraguan Supreme Court to review all
procedures and trials undertaken by the military Judge Advocate concerning
military cases questioned by the International Tripartite Commisson, a panel
comprised of Nicaraguan government and church officials and the
International Support and Verification Commission of the OAS
to examine alleged improprieties and human rights abuses in Nicaragua.
Cuadra offered the full support and cooperation of the military and National
Police to effect investigations required by the Supreme Court review.

. Initiated a policy whereby senior members of the Nicaraguan armed forces
must disclose their financial holdings and assets, including property, to the
Controller General of Nicaragua, marking the first time in Nicaragua’s
history where military leaders are subject to this type of review by a civilian
authority. The disclosures will be made on a periodic basis and apply to
Cuadra himself as well as members of his general staff and other senior
military officers.

. Re-assigned or dismissed several top Nicaraguan military officers,
including controversial former Sandinista Military Intelligence and State
Security leaders. Receiving significant demotions or dismissal were:
Colonel Lenin Cerna, who was Chief of State Security under the
Sandinistas; and Lt. Colonel Ricardo Wheelock, former Sandinista Director
of Military Intelligence.

. Said in speeches and written communications surrounding his actions that,
as chief of Nicaragua’s military, he insists on respect for constitutional
provisions and the judgments and resolutions of all courts in matters relating
to civil review of military policy and practice.

. Included in a speech a veiled reference to the current constitutional tug-of-
war between the Executive and Legislative branches of the Nicaraguan
government by criticizing partisan and personal ambitions pursued at the

expense of national interests, law and order, and peace. , ..
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