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U.S. Depirtment of Justice Supplemental Statement

Washington, DC 20530 Pursuant to Section 2 of the Foreign Agents Registration Act
of 1938, as amended.

N
For Six Month Period Ending F% . ‘Q? / lq q L‘l

OMB No. 1105-0002

(Insert date)
Name of Registrant Registration No.
AVISO, INC. 04220

Business Address of Registrant

1150 Marina Village Parkway, Ste. 104
Alameda, CA 94501 I—REGISTRANT

1. Has there been a change in the information previously furnished in connection with the following:

(a) If an individual:

(1) Residence address Yes O No O
(2) Citizenship Yes O No O
(3) Occupation Yes O No O

(b) If an organization:

(1) Name Yes O No X
(2) Ownership or control Yes O No X
(3) Branch offices Yes [ No X

2. Explain fully all changes, if any, indicated in item 1.

N/A

IF THE REGISTRANT IS AN INDIVIDUAL, OMIT RESPONSE TO ITEMS 3, 4, and 5.

3. Have any persons ceased acting as partners, officers, directors or simila,r_pﬁicig of the registrant during this 6 month reporting

period? Yes O No X - R Q
SR =
LS X
=aE =™
If yes, furnish the following information: 3« i 1 ,)-’5?-;2
— (9] —
=i D=
T2 m  <ag
Name Position = 73 o __u:_‘g Date Connection
2 3 3 <
=0 L{ﬁ =M Ended
N/A

FORM CRM-154
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By George Hobica In general, staying in someone’s home is a great way 10
TAB Travel Editor meet peoplc, make native friends and really expericice what a
Goanna Safagi ard Downs Station via Broken Hill,  country is about. Recently, I spent several days gettingto
NSW i 011-61-80-912518; know three different Australian fam-stay experiences. Here's
fax 011-61-80-912514, what [ found out.
Most first-time visitors down under do the Rock, the Reef, Onc of the most pleasant and certainly the st unique
and the Rocks-Ayers Rock, the Great Barrier Reef and experiences is from a very small farm called Goanna Safari.
Sydney, whose rocks section is the city’s oldest That's all well  Named after the proprietor’s favorite lizard, it’s run by the
and good. But do yourself a favor: instead, oc in addition, thoroughly charming Catherine Mould, a 26-year-old whose

spend a few days in the outback on a sheep station, and meet a family farm, Westward Downs Station, comprises a half-mil-

real Aussie farm family. Spending some time on a genuine lion acres of sheep, kangaroo, emus, exotic parrots, and other

Australian farm is an experience most Australians never have,  wildlife deep in the outback.

but it's very accessible and worthwhile. A three-day, two-night safari begins as you trave! from

Broken Hill, itself in the middle of nowhere, to

Westward. Once unpacked, you might start out by

catching a few “yabbics” — tender fresh-water

. crayfish — then settle in around the family table
for a home-cooked meail. Later that night. you
might take a dip in the fanner s natural hot spa. an
antesian well that bubbles up from deep within dx:
carth. The scene is illuminated by buming a natural
gas jet that accompanies the hot water as it makes
its way to the surface.

The next moming, there's a tour of the wool

shed (if the timing's right. try your hand at shear-
ing), and a drive 10 a fresh waner lake. during



which you're bound to see dozens of kangaroos bounding
along and in front of your Land Cruiser. At the lake, feast on a
traditional camp-oven dinner and settle in for the night snug in
your swag, an Australian slecping bag, gazing up at the
Southern Cross and other stars you don't sec back home,

- The bind call you hear as the sun sets won't be famiiar,
cither, nor will the aninuals that come (o graze by the water. The
next day, there's a beautiful outhack sunnse, a camp breakfast,
and a ride 10 Silverton, a historic authack phost town, whese
pub is U scene for countless Aussic hoer cosenecials, What's
perhaps most amazing about the experience is how unpopulated
this land is — a half-million acres and you won’( see any sign
of man. Per-person price for the package is approximately $180,
including transfers, meals and lodging.

Brindabella Station Homestead, Brindabella Valley 2611,
Australia, tel. 011-61-6-236-2121; fax 011-61-6-236-2128.
Another country option is a place called Brindabella
Station Homestead. Located in the Brindabella Mountain
Ranges above Canherra, Australia’s capital, this is essentially
aB&B farm. .
The smmounding termin will nemind you of Verwont,
minus the people. T nearby mountains soar 0 5,000 fect.
kangaroo roum the 2,000-acre property, and onc night we
went out in the Land Cruiser 1 catch wombats running
around in the wild.
Brindabella’s first residents in the carly 1860s were the
Frankiin family, whosc mast famous progeny, Miles Franklin, is
perhaps best known for My Brilliant Career; but her Childhood
! at Brindabella is also worth reading. Your host, Brian and
‘ Guillermina Rarin,
ane as wekeoming as
the inspuring coun-
trysel Accome-
madation includes
twan or donble
teenns, st ol
which we b
nin hoa
although there s
seprrate (wo-bed-
room cottage; and
three excellent
mcals, prepared by
Guillermina. who is

.. a superb cook and

' hostess. She serves

breakfast in her
country-style
kitchen, while
lunch and tea are
taken in the gazebo
overlooking the
river or on the
parches.

Frequent dinens
include the wild
white parrots
gray-pink galahs
that come to feast i
Mrs. Barlin's
kitchen window.
Dinner is a mone
formal affair tken
in the dining room.
This is a working
farm, with free
range cattle andd
merino sheep.
You're welcome 10
help out if you wish,
but few guests do.
Rintes are $115 per
person por night.
including all me:ls




BROOKLINE TAB NEWTON ThB

SOGTON, MA E0STON, MA
uccﬁg?; o 20,464 WEEKLY 23,730
MoV 2 1993 NOV 2 1993
LGYBBELLES BYRRELLE 'S
22 o2 . ..0a"
.Xoe .0 " — )

The coun

DTS5 1eotravd
By George Hobica
TAB Travel Editor
Goanna Safari, Westward s Station via

Broken Hill, NSW 2880 tel.
011-61-80-912518; fax 011-61-80- 12514,
ost ﬁrst-utm visitors down under do
the Rock, the Reef, and the Rocks-
Ayers Rock, the Great Barrier Reef
and Sydney, whose rocks section is the
city’s oldest. That's all well and good. But
do yourself a favor: instead, or in addition,
spend a few days in the outback on a sheep
station, and meet a real Aussie farm family.
—~~ Spending some
time on a genuine
Australian farm is an expe-
rience most Australians
never have, but it’s very
accessible and worthwhile.
In general, staying in some-
one’s home is a great way to meet people,
make native friends and really experience
what a country is about. Recently, I spent
several days getting to know two different
Australian farm-stay experiences. Here’s
what I found out.

-

untry down under

One of the most pleasant and certainly the most unique experi-
ences is from a very small farm called Goanna Safari. Named after
the proprietor’s favorite lizard, it’s run by the thoroughly charming
Catherine Mould, a 26-year-old whose fan
ily farm, Westward Downs Station, com-
prises a half-million acres of sheep, kan-
garoo, emus, exotic parrots, and other
wildlife deep in the outback.

A three-day, two-night safari
begins as you travel from Broken
Hill, itself in the middle of nowhere
to Westward. Once impacked, you
might start out by catching a few *yab-
bies” — tender fresh-water crayfish — then
settle in around the family table for a home-
cooked meal. Later that night, you might take a
dip in the farmer’s natural hot spa, an artesian well
that bubbles up from deep within the earth. The scene is
illuminated by burning a natural gas jet that accompanies the
hot water as it makes its way o the surface.

The next moming, there’s a tour of the wool shed (if the timing's righ
try your hand at shearing), and a drive 10 a fresh water lake, during whic
you're bound to see dozens of bounding along and in front ¢
your Land Cruiser. At the lake, feast on a traditional camp-oven dinnc
and settle in for the night snug in your swag, an Australian sleeping bag

gazing up at the Southem Cross and other stars you don't see back home



oamthe 2,000-acte property, il = 5
. Bight we went out in the' Land Cruiserto -
‘catch wombets running anound in the wild.§
Your host, Brian and Guillermina )
Barlin, are as welcoming as the inspiring :
. twin or doublerooms, most of which are
ini the main house, although there is a sepa-
rate two-bedroom cottage; and three excel-
lent meals, prepared by Guillermina, who
. is a superb cook and hostess. She serves
breakfast in her country-style kitchen,
while hunch and tea are taken in the gazebo
+ overlooking the river or on the porches.
- Frequent diners include the wild
~ white parrots
and gray-pink
galahs that come
to feast at Mrs.
Barlin’s kitchen

$115 per person

per night, includ-
ing all meals,
wine and activi- -
ties, and pickup
from the

Canberra Airport
ifyouwish. O | ‘
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Home for the Holidays

gyman Island, Australia

eolgeHoba

TAB Travel Editor
few trave! experiences can make even the most
 travel-jaded person stand up and take notice.
Hymgontthumﬂe.staymgamchm
in Venice, sadmgwoudlheswotm
Spint. Add Hayman 10 thit very

An island in the Whitsunday chain near ia"

Great Barmier Reef, five-star Hayman is home to a luxury

resort by the same name, the brainchild of entrepreneur

Sir Reggie Anseu, who also staried an air-

and ducks roam the walkways and walkcrways.

So far, it could be like any five-star resort in Hawaii or
the Caribbean. But there are distinguishirg features — the
seclusion, the service and the locaton on the Great Bamier
Reef. Service is truly five-star.

*“Our staff have achieved an elusive but highly sought-
after combination of viaam Australizn character and pol-
ished skills,” Thomas Kleir,, the German-born general
manager boasts. He's right

Sheer numbers tell part of the story. There's one

ee for each of the 430 or so

employ
line. L0y IR gvests. If you make a request of a staff
Except for the resort, the 30,000-plus membxes, it stays with thot person, even if

acre island is devoid of civilization. In fact, the surround-
ing islands are similarly blessed — looking around from
any point, all you see is unbroken green. As you sail
Hayman-ward you notice that there are no villas dotting
the hillsides of these islands, as would be the case in the
Caribbean or Hawaii. There's been a resort on this island
since 1950, the year that Ansen first opened the original

" Hayman, which was a more rustic affair than the current

model.

The Hayman experience begins at the airport on
Hamilion island. a more southerly and developed island.
From there, one boards a luxurious launch that whisks
guests to the resort.

Champagne is served on the hour-long cruise, mnng
which registration also takes place. Upon docking, you're
met and escorted to your room. Most accommodations
face the pools — there are three acres of them — or the
ocean. All are decorated with marble floors and floor-10-
ceiling windows, with sliding louvered shuters and
retractable awnings. Balcoaies and decks are also marble-
floored. The bathrooms are similarly clad in marble, floor

and walls. There’s a separate

and cuble TV with a VCR ane
standard

The grounds are similarly
impressive, lavishly land-
scaped with flowers, palms,
waterfalls and ponas. Swans

it isn’ his or her assignod respon-ibility. One guest from
Wisconsin summed it up when he said © me, *“This is onc
of the few places that’s actually betier in real life than in
the brochure.” Considering how lavish Hayman's
brochures are, that's a ringing endorsement.

If you go

Ansett Airtines flies direct 1o Hamilton Island from
Sydney and Caims. Rates at Hayman begin at $230 per
might for double occupancy, inchiding breakfast (refresh-
iigly, there are no service charges or taxes added on).
There are seve:al room types, with prices to match. Some
are garden view; others are directly on the sand. Room
464 is a good 100m to request, since it’s at the very end of
the East Wing directly on the beach and offers more priva-
cy than most. The East Wing has larger rooms than the
West, although the lasier is closer to the restaurants and the
marina.

If you request a garden-view (the least expensive)
room during busy times and they"re all taken, you'll be
up gaded automatically to a betier room, so it may be
worth tking a chance (you can always upgrade laer if
soace is available). To book toll-free in: the United Stases,
call 1-800-366-1300.

In addition w» individual bookings, a package offered
by Swain Australia Tours (1-800-22SWAIN) includes
three nights at Hayman, three nights at the five-star Park
Lane Hotel in Sydney, Sydney-Haymuan air on Ansett and
LA-Sydney round trip flights, for $3,988 per couple based
on double occupancy. Whether or not this is a good buy
depends on how cheaply you can buy the pieces separate-
ly and what kind of ; mmchnasywendupmﬂ:.
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Hayman Island, Australia

By George Hobica

TAB Travel Editor

few travel experiences can make even the most
travel-jaded person stand up and take notice.
Flying on the Concorde, staymgatd\eCmmu
mVemce.saxlmgaboatdd’;eSeabmrn

Spirit. Add Hayman to that very

An island in the Whitsunday chain near Australia’s
Great Barrier Reef, five-star Hayman is a
resort by the same name, the brainchild of entrepreneur
Sir Reggie Ansett, who also started an airline.

Except for the resort, the 30,000-plus acre island is
devoid of civilization. In fact, the surrounding islands are
similarly blessed — looking around from any point, all
you see is unbroken green. As you sail Hayman-ward you
notice that there are no villas dotting the hillsides of these
islands, as would be the case in the Caribbean or Hawaii.
There’s been a resort on this island since 1950, the year
that Ansett first opened the original Hayman, which was a
more rustic affair than the current model.

The Hayman experience begins at the airport on
Hamilton Island, a more southerly and developed island.
From there, one boards a luxurious launch that whisks
guests to the resort.

Champagne is served on the hour-long cruise, during
which registration also takes place. Upon docking, you're
met and escorted to your room. Most accommodations
face the pools — there are three acres of them — or the
ocean. All are decorated with marble floors and floor-to-
ceiling windows, with sliding louvered shutters and
retractable awnings. Balconies and decks are also marble-
floored. The bathrooms are similarly clad in marble, floor

and walls. There’s a separate

fying mirror — every con-
ceivable amenity. Coffee- and
tea-making facilities and
minibars are in each room,
and cable TV with a VCR are
standard.

The grounds are similarly
impressive, lavishly land-
scaped with flowers, palms,
waterfalls and ponds. Swans

showermrobw.atmgm _

and ducks roam the walkways and waterways.

So far, it could be like any five-star resort in Hawalor
the Caribbean. But there are distinguishing features —the
seclusion, the service and the location on the Great Basrier
Reef. Service is truly five-star.

“Our staff have achieved an elusive but highly sought-
after combination of warm Australian character and pol-
ished skills,” Thomas Klein, the German-born general
manager boasts. He’s right.

Sheer numbers tell part of the story. There’s one
employee for each of the 430 or so guests. If you makea
request of a staff member, it stays with that person, even if
itisn’t his or her assigned responsibility. One guest from
Wisconsin summed it up when he said to me, *“This isene
of the few places that’s actually better in real life thanin
the brochure.” Considering how lavish Hayman’s
brochures are, that's a ringing endorsement.

I you go

Ansett Airlines flies direct to Hamilton Island from
Sydney and Caims. Rates at Hayman begin at $230 per
night for double oocupancy, including breakfast (refreshimg-
ly, there are no service charges or taxes added on). These are
several room types, with prices to match. Some are gasdes
view; others are directly on the sand. Room 464 is a good
room to request, since it's at the very end of the East Wing
directly on the beach and offers more privacy than most. The
East Wing has larger rooms than the West, although the k-
ter is closer to the restaurants and the marina.

If you request a garden-view (the least expensive)
room during busy times and they're all taken, you'll be
upgraded automatically to a better room, so it may be
worth taking a chance (you can always upgrade later i
space is available). To book toll-free in the United Stases,
call 1-800-366-1300.

In addition to individual bookings, a package offesed
by Swain Australia Tours (1-800-22SWAIN) includes
three nights at Hayman, three nights at the five-star Pak
Lane Hotel in Sydney, Sydney-Hayman air on Ansett and
LA-Sydney round trip flights, for $3,988 per coupie based
on double occupancy. Whether or not this is a good bay
depends on how cheaply you can buy the pieces sepasate-
ly and what kind of accommodations you end up with.
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Hy Island, Australia

By George Hobica Q (3 7S
TAB Travel Editor
few travel experiences can make
even the most travel-jaded person
stand up and take notice. Flying on
the Concorde, staying at the
Cipriani in Venice, sailing aboard
the Scabourn Pride or Spirit. Add Hayman to
that very shon list.

m land in the Whitsunday chain near
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, five-star
Hayman 1s home to a luxury resort by the
same name, the brainchild of entrepreneur Sir
Reggic Ansett, who also started an airline.

Except for the resort, the 30,000-plus acre
island is devoid of civilization. In fact, the
surrounding islands are similarly blessed —
looking around from any point, all you see is
unbroken green. As you sail Hayman-ward
You notice that there are no villas dotting the
hillsides of these islands, as would be the case

in the Caribbean

A . .
Al rooms at Australia’s Haymen Resort face

7

the beech or the pool.

- or Hawaii.
There’s been a
resort on this
island since 1950,
the year that
Ansett first
opened the origi-
nal Hayman,
which was a
more rustic affair
than the current
model.

The Hayman
experience
begins at the air-
port on Hamilton
Island, a more
southerly and




developed island. From there, one boards a
luxurious launch thar whisks guests to the

Tesor.
Champagne is served on the hour-long cruise,
during which registrazion also takes place.
Upon docking, you'n: met and esorted to
your room. Most accommodations face the
pools — there are three acres of them — or
the ocean. All are decorated with marble
floors and floor-to-ceiling windows, with
sliding louvered shutters and retractable
awnings. Balconies and decks are also mar-
ble-floored. The bathroon:s are similardy clad
in marble, floor and walls. There's a separate
shower, lerry robes, a magnifying mimor —
every conceivable amenity. Coffee- and 1ea-
making facilities and minibars are in each
room, and cable TV with a VCR are stan-
dard
’I'tl:gmundsamsinila'lyiamessive.lav-
ishly landscaped with flowers, palms,
" waterfalls and ponds. Swans and ducks
roam the walkways and waterways.

So far, it could be like any five-star
resort in Hawaii or the Caibbean. But
there are distinguishing features — the
seclusion, the service and the location on
the Great Barier Reef. eivice is truly
five-star,

“Our staff have achieved an elusive but
sought-after combination of warm
Australian character and polished skills,”
Thomas Klein, the Gernian-bom general
manager boasts. He's righ.

Sheer numbers tell part of the story.
There's onc employee for each of the 430
or so guests. If you make a roquest of a
staff member, it stays with that person,
even if it isn’t his or her assigned respon-
sibility. One guest from Wisconsia
summed it up when he said to me, “This
is one of the few places that’s achually bet-
ter in real life than in the brochure.”
Considering how lavish Haymen's
brochures are, that's a ringing endarse-
ment.

Reef is main draw

The fact that there are six restaurants
on Hayman also distinguishes it from
other resorts of this size, each specializing
in a particular cuisine, such as Italian,
French, Oriental, or Australian (the
Aussie catery features emu, crocodile and,
disturbing to some, kanganroo).

Despite the glories of the resoct and
restaurants, the star attraction here is the
reef itself. Like the rest of Australia, with
its strange plants, animals, birds, seasons
and even stars, it’s differeat from anything

dations you end up with.

and fish are unique 10 these waters and are
abundant and colorful.

Hayman offers many ways 10 see the reef,
including a short hour-and-a-half snorkel
around the Inner Reef and a full-day sail to
the Outer Reef aboard the 65-foot Reef
Goddess. There are snorkeling and diving
lessons and — for the more adventurous —
helicopter and seaplane rides to the outer reef.
Windsurfers and catamarans are available
free of charge, and you can be dropped off on
your own privatc deserted beach with a picnic
lunch, towels and beach umbrelias.

If you're land-based, take a hike around
the island. Chances are you won't meet
another soul in the four hours it takes o cir-
cumnavigate Hayman (you're asked o notify
the concierge when you set cut). There are
v:nnis courts and a fully-equipped gym
($6.50 charge per day).

Leaving Hayman is as effortless as gening
there. Your luggage is picked up and checked
through to your final destination. Check-in
for your departing flight takes place on board
the wessel, and once again champagne is
offered. The hardest part of the trip is leaving.

If you go

Ansett Airlines flies direct to Hamilton
Island from Sydney and Caims. Rases at
Hayman begin at $230 per night for double
occupancy, including breakfast (refreshingly,
therc are no service charges or taxes added
on). There are several room types, with prices
to match. Some are garden view; others are
directly o the sand. Room 464 is a good
FoOm to request, since it'’s at the very end of
the East Wing direcdy on the beach and
offers more privacy than most. The East
Wing has larger rooms than the West,
although the latter is closer to the restaurants
and the marina

If you request a garden-view (the least
expensive) room during busy times and
they’re all taken, you'll be upgraded automat-
ically to a better room, 50 it may be worth
taking a chance (you can always upgrade
laver if space is available). To book toll-free in
the United States, call 1-800-366-1300.

In addition 1o individual bookings, a pack-
age offered by Swain Australia Tours
(1-800-22SWAIN) includes three nights at
Hayman, three nights at the five-star Park
Lane Hotel in Sydney, Sydney-Hayman air
on Ansett and LA-Sydney round rip flights,
for $3,988 per couple based on double occu-
pancy. Whether or not this is a good buy
depends on how cheaply you can buy the
pieces separately and what kind of accommo-

»
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A visit to Hayman Island

Natural wonders meet man-made ones

By George Hobica
TAB Travel Editor [4(,75
few travel €xperiences can make even the most
travel-jaded person stind up and ke notice.
Flying on the Concorde, stiying at the Cipriani in
Venice, sailing aboard the Seabourn Pride or Spirit.
Add Hayman o that very short list.

An island in the Whitsunday chain near A ia's Great
Barrier Reef, five-star Hayman is home 10 a Tuxtry résort by
the same name, the brainchild of entrepreneur Sir Reggie
Ansett, who also started an airline.

Except for the resort, the 30,000-plus acre island is devoid
of civilization. In fact, the surrounding islands are similarly
blessed — looking around from any point, all you see is
unbroken green. As you sail Hayman-ward you notice that
dmarenoviuasdouinguthillsidcsoflheseislands,as
would be the case in the Caribbean or Hawaii. There’s been
aresort on this island since 1950, the year that Ansett first
opened the original Hayman, which was a more rustic affair
than the current model.

The Hayman experience begins at the airport on Hamilion
Istand, a more southerly and developed island. From there,
one boards a Juxurious launch that whisks guests to the
resort.

Champagne is served on the hour-long cruise, during
which registration also takes place. Upon docking, you're
met and escorted to your room. Most accommodations face
the pools — there are three acres of them — o the ocean.
All are decorated with marble floors and floor-to-ceiling
wingows, with sliding louvered shutiers and retractable
awnings. Balconies and decks are also marble-floored. The
bathrooms are similarly clad in marble, floor and walls.
There's a separate shower, terry robes, a magnifying mirror
— every conceivable amenity. Coffee- and tea-making facil-
ities and minibars are in each room, and cable TV with a
VCR are standard.

The grounds are similarly impressive,
lavishly landscaped with flowers, palms,
waierfalls and ponds. Swans and ducks
roam the walkways and waterways.

So far, it could be like any five-star
fesort in Hawaii or the Caribbean. But
there are distinguishing features — the
seclusion, the service and the location on
the Great Barrier Reef. Service is truly
five-star.

“Our staff have achieved an elusive but
highly sought-afier combination of warm
Australian character and polished skills,”

Thomas Klein, the German-bom general
manager boasts. He’s right.

Sheer numbers tell pant of the story.
There's one employee for euch of the 430
or 50 guests. If yor make a request of a
staff member, it stays with thar person,
even if it isn’t his or her assigned respon-
sibility. One guest from Wisconsin pon
summed it up when he said 10 me, *“This
is one of the few places that's wctually bet-
ter in real life than in the brochure.”
Considering how lavish Hayman's
brochures are, that's a ninging endorse-
ment

The fact that there are six restaurants
on Hayman also distinguishes it from

other resonts of this size, each specializing in a
particular cuisine, such as ltaliar, French,
Oriental, or Australian (the Aussic catrry fea-

——tures emu, crocodile and, disturbing to some,

kangaroo). -
Despite the glories of the resurt and restau-
rants, the star attraction here is tie renf itself,
Like the rest of Australia, with its strange plaits,
animals, birds, seasons and even stars, it's dif-
ferent from anything you®ve experienced elsc-
v.here. The coral and fish are unique 10 these
walers and are abundant and colorful.
Hayman offers many ways 10 see the reef,
including a short hour-and-a-half snorkel
around the Lnner Reef and a full-day sail io the
Outer Recf aboard the 65-foot Raef Goddess. There are snor-
keling and diving lessons and — for the more adventurous
— helicopier and seaplane rides 10 the outer reef,

Windsurfers and catamarans are availshle free of chaige, and

you can be dropped off on your own jeivale desered beach.,
with a picnic lunch, lowels and beach umbrellas. .

If you're land-based, take a hike around the island.
Chances are you won't meet another soul in the four bours it
tikes to circumnavigate Hayman (you're asked 10 notify the
coucierge when you set out). There are ennis courts and a
fully-equipped gym ($6.50 charge per day).

Leaving Hayman is as effortless as getting there. Your
leegage is picked up and checked through 10 your final desii -
mdmOeck-infaymcbpmingﬂignnkcs;ﬂum
boatﬂﬂlcv&el.mdmagainch&magmisoﬂaed'lhe
hardest pant of the trip is leaving.

Ansen Airlines flies direct to Hamilwn Istand from
Sydney and Caims. Rates at Hayman begin at $230 per night
for double occupancy, including breakfast (refreshingly.
there are no service charges or taxes adder on). There ace

- . Lt |
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All rooms at Australia’s Hayman Resort face the beach or the pool.

several room types, with prices to match. Some are garden
view; others are directly on the sand. Room 464 is a good
room 10 request, since it's at the very end of the East Wing
directly on the beach and offers more privacy than most. The
East Wing has larger rooms than the West, although the latter
is closer to the restaurants and the marina.

~ If you request a garden-view (the léast expensive) room
during busy times and they're all taken, you'll be upgraded
automatically to a better room, so it may be worth taking a
chance (you can always upgrade later if space is available).
To book toll-free in the United States, call
1-800-366-1300.

In addition to individual bookings, a package offered by
Swain Australia Tours (1-800-22SWAIN) includes three
nights at Hayman, three nights at the five-star Park Lane
Hotel in Sydney, Sydney-Hayman air on Ansett and LA-
Sydney round trip flights, for $3,988 per couple based on
double occupancy. Whether or not this is a good buy
depends on how cheaply you can buy the pieces separately
and what kind of accommodatioas you end up with. O \
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Australian
By b%k@f"a..»u

Copley News Service
It's picnic day at the water hole.
The hosts have brought sand-
wiches and a scientific attitude. The

Rock painting

One of the legendary “Lightning Brothers" is painted on the wall of a
rock shelter in Australia's Wardaman country.

caves

guests have brought themselves.
The sandwiches are courtesy of an
archaeological survey team. For a
week, 14 of us have been in the
Australia's Northern

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

evidence

Territory, recording ancient and
beautiful folk paintings. The survey
team is sponsored by Earthwatch, a
non-profit organization that helps re-
searchers get volunteer help for work
in the field. ;

Across melon and Cokes, we size
up our guests. They smile back.
You can see what they're thinking:
Oh well, any excuse for a picnic.

The center of our attention is
Tarpot Ngamunugarri, patriarch of
the Raymond family. The nine
Raymonds here today are members
of the aboriginal Wardaman clan.

Tarpot is maybe 75 years old. No
one is sure, and that kind of
European chronology means little to
him. He was about 5 when he saw
his first white man. As a boy, he
camped and hunted much as his fore-
fathers had done since time began.

Tarpot sits on a folding chair; four
of us sit by him on the ground,
cross-legged. '

Josephine Flood is our team's
leader and one of Australia's leading
anthropologist-archaeologists. But
the main inquisitor today is her hus-
band, Nigel Peacock.

Tarpot isn't comfortable talking
about his culture to a women, espe-
cially a white woman. That isn't the
Wardaman way.

White whiskers surround his dark
face. One eye is nearly closed. Deep
creases crisscross the bridge of his
nose.

There's a tin of chewing tobacco
in his shirt pocket. A stockman's
hat protects him from the sun.

He was a stockman once — a
cowboy, a jackaroo. As a child he
helped tar the hooves of range catile.
The job turned into a nickname that
stuck for life. He was emploved bv
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of ancient interior decorating

_cattlemen who, around the turn of

- the century, carved the Northern
Territory into huge "stations.” They
didn't ask permission of the
‘Wardaman or any other clan.

. Tarpot is barefoot. His soles look
as cracked and thick as elephant hide.
Except as a cowpuncher, he may
never have worn shoes in his life.

He speaks the Wardaman dialect

.and a pidgin outback English. He
understands most of our questions,
but his speech is difficult to under-
stand, so his stepgrandson, Oliver
Raymond, translates.

The Raymond kids splash each
other and play bumper boats in the
water hole. The sky is the color of a
faded blue work shirt. The tape
recorders are running. Nigel begins:

"Did women ever do the paint-
ing?" (Yes.)

"Some of the little drawings, were
they done by children?" (Yes.)

Miles from nowhere

" In any year, dozens of Earthwatch
projects are staffed by folks, mostly
amateurs like me, who would rather
spend their vacations counting
wildebeests in Kenya than lying
around a Club Med.

This is the fifth year of Jo Flood's
“Lightning Brothers" project. So far,
she has cataloged thousands of
works painted on the area's rocky
sutcrops. The traditional Wardaman
lands lie about 60 miles southwest
of the town of Katherine, which is
50 miles from nowhere.

Jo also is recording the stories be-
1ind the paintings as remembered by
Tarpot and others who grew up in
he old wavs. -

The Lightning Brothers story goes
something like this:

There were once two brothers. The
older was Jabirringgi and the

younger, Yagjagbula. Jabirringgi .

was married. One day when he re-
turned home from hunting, he dis-
covered Yagjagbula seducing his
wife.

The two fought violently, creating
lightning in the sky, which struck a
rock cliff a few miles from our pic-
nic and split it in two.

Eventually Yagjagbula knocked
off Jabirringgi's headdress with his
boomerang and won the fight.

Paintings of the Lightning
Brothers appear at various locations
in Wardaman country, as do paint-
ings of the "Rainbow Serpent” and

other figures from the aboriginal.

"dreamtime,” when the world was
new and filled with hero ancestors.

"The paintings are very impor-
tant," Jo said, "because when you're
in a culture which doesn't have a
written language, then this is the
way you keep your culture alive.”

Some paintings are considered
self-portraits of dreamtime beings.
In the ages that followed, the
Wardaman and other clans simply re-
touched them, keeping the colors
and the stories fresh.

Then again, much of it doesn't
mean a thing.

"They just wanted to decorate their
living rooms,”" Jo said.

By the end of the first week, we've
recorded an encyclopedia of shapes
and styles in red, yellow, black and
white pigments.

~

Paintings on top of paintings.
Smiling kangaroos, whimsical spir-
its, loony snakes, graphic sexual
soenes. '

And, maybe strangest of all, white
men. White men with hats, pipes,
pants, shoes and horses. And rifles.

After these images appeared, the
art began to die. Today, few paint or
repaint the rocks of Wardaman coun-

Although there is evidence of an
aboriginal culture in Australia for at
least 40,000 years, paintings are
hard to date.

"We think that the paintings we
are seeing on the walls probably all
belong to the last 1,000 years," said
Jo, "many of them to the last 200
years."

Telling stories

"The spears that you made, did

you harden the wood with fire?"

(They didn't.)
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z: Special to The Denver Post ’

> OOK, Australia —

“Climb aboard, mate,”

T the locomotive driver
called down and I
quickly clambered up

into the cab of the Indi-

.~ an-Pacific, Australia’s great

 transcontinental train. In the un-

.. adorned space, far from the luxu-

.~ ry of the first-class carriages,

< L.D. and his co-driver, John, sat

.--staring at the approaching

- freight train that had temporari-

«s ly sidelined us in the middle of

... the bleak and flat desert of the

... Nullarbor Plain.

"1 took the jump seat behind
v.wthiem, still windéd froni the jog
...along the tracks from the passen-

. ger cars. I was surprised, before I
-thought about it, that there was
“. no steering wheel. In its place
was a small speed-throttle, look-
ing far too simple to run such a
- giant engine.
. L.D.seemed to read my
" - thoughts. “Most people think any-
one can drive a train. I say,
‘Bloody right . . . but we’re the
only ones who can stop it!' ”
_ On train trips — any train trip
.« — it's always the people you
-~ meet and the scenery you see that
- makes the journey special, makes
the getting there more important
""than the final destination.
Nowhere is the marriage be-
tween making new friends and
seeing dramatic scenery better
than in Australia — especially
when traveling on the country’s
two premier trains: the Indian-
7 Pacific and the Qutback-crossing
~ Ghan. They both traverse some of
- the world’s most striking land-
- gcapes and offer the chance to
: meet “fair dinkum" (genuine)
*+ Aussies. ‘
- The Indian-Pacific crosses the
Zsouthern part of Australia in an
< epic journey that eats up 2,400
< miles in three days, connecting
-~ Sydney on the east coast to Perth
-2 on the west coast. The Ghan is a
:~22-hour, 965-mile ride from Alice
_< Springs in the Red Center through
the Simpson Desert to Adelaide
on the southern coast. All of the
_ Ghan's cars are new or refur-
bished and have correspondingly
good service. The Indian-Pacific
* is currently undergoing its own

‘“ .

ot et

7
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AL STRA“.IA ! Snubbing their noses at traditional fare, Aussies are discovering

the joys of ‘bush tucker’ or bush food. Or throwing another grub on the barbie

If it moves, just eat it

BY MARGO PFEIFF
and JIM HUTCHISON
Specisl 1o The Globe and Mail
Awstralia

NTIL a few years ago if

you asked an Aussie about

his native cuisine, he'd

likely hst meat pies, pav-
lova (a popular dessert of meringue.
whipped cream and fresh fruit) and
vegemite sandwiches. So | was sur-
prised last year when my {riend in-
vited me lo dine at Riberries. an
“Aystralian restauramt” in the heart
of Sidney.

Surprised and — when he mysteri-
ously added they were serving one of
my favounte dishes — suspicious.
Now this guy knows I"ve spent a fair
bit of time over the last decade in the
Outbuck. He knows all the stories of
my encounters with the aboriginals
including the time-a-fellow named
Bill and | came across a witchetty
bush. Excited at the discovery, my
mate went straight for the roots. dug
them up and pried oul great thick
grubs. wiggling whitish worms —
larvac of the giant moth — the size
of a man’s middle finger. He uncere-
moniousty bit off the grub’s head,
spat it out and swallowed the rest.

"You game?" he asked dangling a
plump specimen in front of me.
-Arming myself with the thought that
this would make a colourful addi-
tion to my already gruesome reper-
toire of past exotica that included
stewed bear paw. sauteed jellyfish
and whole baby spider crabs, 1
chowed down. An amusing little lar-
vae, | thought: tickles the palate with
4 pleasant nutty. scrambled egg sort
of flavour. Bul the mushy texture
was, frankly, gruesome. “Good
tucker,” Bill patted his stomach. |
swear 1'could feel something moving
around in mine. Welcome to “bush
tucker” or bush food.

There_was no way | was going to
sec wipwhetty grubs on the menu
hers, I told myself standing outside
the -door-of this nice old |9th<cen-
tury’House, the tables laid with pink
linen"'ahad crystal, a French chef in
the kitchen. Twice. C

“If wewant an Australian cuisine,
we need:the indigenous flavours of
this country. That is what makes
French. cuisine taste French and
Thai cuibine taste Thai,” says Jean-
Paul" Bruneteau. the French-born
owner and chef as he delivers our ap-
petizers: 8 half-dozen golden brown
witchetty. grubs which Bruneteau
has -gently barbecued. They are
neatly nestled in a small coolamon, 2
carved wooden dish similar to those
used by aboriginal women for food
gathering. The ugly creatures were
were miraculously transformed on
the grillf and gave off a hazelmy
aroma, light and crispy like a small

.-

P S—
Maféé‘l’fei[f wriles about Jood
N and travel. She lives

{ in Westmount, Quebec.

eggroll, they were delightful.

Bruneteau opéned Riberries in
December. 1991, which now offers
thc country's premier Oultback
haute cuisine. With more than a de-
cade of experience using native Aus-
tralian ingredients, Bruneteau and
his partner Jennifer Dowling have
been perfecting an intriguing menu
that is an encyclopedia of exotic fla-
vours: a salad of smoked emu or
panfried stingray. scared roo rump;
flathead fillet. For desert. therc is
Riberries (2 delicious spicy red berry
related to the clove) with clotted
cream or wattle-seed paviova.

Menus ‘at Australian.restaurants
springing up around the country in-
clude a wealth of goodies from the
desert, forest and sea: Morton Bay
bugs from Queensland: Barra-
mundi. one of Australia’s favourite

-fish from the Northern Territory:

Tasmanian crayfish, and Aussic
lamb. Salads are tossed warragal
greens — a native spinach — and
sauces include bunya nuts, a favou-
rite aboriginal food. Men clamber to
the crowns of towering bunya pines.
often cutting steps into the trunk to
reach the cones containing the
starchy nuts.

«

IF the French had coionized this
continent,” Bruneteau says. wasting
no lime in delivering a jab at British
cooking, “Australia would have its
own thriving cuisine by now.”

With the increase in interest in
Australian native foods over the last
five years, 30 1o 40 new flavours (of
an estimated 30,000 types of edible
bush foods) are now readily avail-
able in all the major cities across
Australia. Restaurants are taking
advantage of the availability and ex-
perimenting.

Al the award winning Tai Hung
Tol Chinese restaurant in Darwin,
Szechwan ‘crocodile was prepared
with a fiery sauce and at the Ga-
gudju Crocodile Hote! in Kakadu
National Park — a hotel built in the
shape of a crocodile — | sampled a
mild but tasty crocodile paté. Croc-
odile is low in fat and cholesterol
with the texture of chicken and a fla-
vour similar to veal. Like most
game, kangaroo is also a healthy al-
ternative to beef and reaches its culi-
nary peak at Maggic Beer's Pheas-
ant Farm restaurant in the rolling
countryside of South Australia’s
Barossa Valley wine growing region.
Voted one of the country’s three best
restaurants in 1989, her dgum-
smoked kangaroo is dark and ten-
der, perfect in the company of one of
the Barossa’s full-bodied red wines.
Cwerlooking a tranquil trout pond
a: the elegant country restaurant we
also sampled rabbit sausage in pas-
try with sorrel sauce, pan-fried sad-

. dle of kangaroo and tender wild pig-
eon. The kangaroo served in restau-
rants is not wild, but specially raised
on game farms.

Emu is also flying off the Austra-

L4
st

lian coat of arms and onto dinner
plates across the country. Purchased
wholesale from emu farms for just
over 340 (Cdn.) a kilo. Rumpolc’s
Restaurant in Brisbunc is serving
emu pics, emu stcak with a native
pepper suucc, and emu sausage rolls.
The dark meat has the rich flavour
and dark colour of beef liver. The gi-
ant birds’ eggs are also used for emu
egg crépes and paviova.

ike Americans. Australians arc
fast-food addicts and it's not sur-
prising bush tucker has already hit
the fast-food counters. Across the
tropical north, people are tuming
the tables on the notorious man-eal-
ing crocodiles and sinking their teeth
into croc burgers and deep fricd
morsels called “croc croquettes”. In
the' Northern Territory "Bufl and
Barra” is a kind of Antipodeun surf-
and-turf of roast water buflalo and
barramundi. a combo that often ap-
pears on pub blackbourd menus. as
do camel steaks. Camel has also
found its way into the Great Aussic
Meat Pie which will soon be making
an appearance at Australian rules
football games.

With the explosion of interest in
bush tucker. Australia’s bookstores
now offer a wide selection of cook-
books with recipes for such dishes as
Bogong moth in cream saucc. and
black nightshade flan. There is even
a television series called The Bush
Tucker Man hosted by Les Hiddens.
an army major who is a leading ex-
pert on edible plants.

“Tucker trips” are somc of the
most popular expeditions for both
domestic’ and overseas tlourists
throughout the tropical north and in
the Outback around Alice Springs.
People actually pay good money to
hunt and sample the notorious wit-
chetty grub au naturel: eating one is
a kind of down under initiation ritc
and tops the list for party-stopping
anecdotes.

To find out what these bush tucker
trips were like | boarded a small
plane in the Northern Territory capi-
tal of Darwin for the 20 minute, 80-
kilometre flight north to Bathurst [s-

Bumping over pot-holed
roads, my guide Michael and |
m(f at the homes of Kerri-Anne
and Mary-Margaret, Tiwi Islanders.
who were waiting with buckets,
axes, and shovels to take us forag-
ing. By the time we arrived at the
boat that would take us to a favou-
rite mangrove forest on nearby unin-
habited Buchanan Island, our group
had mushroomed to include a hand-
ful of relatives and children with
time on their hands, all keen to be
off for a bush picnic.

“Watch out for big lizards,” Mi-
chael warns only half jokingly as we
jump out of our boat into the thigh
deep, crysial clear, crocodile-rich
waters of the Arafura Sea. We walk a
kilometre across white sand to reach
the island’s fringe - of mangrove
swamp. From the excitement and
chatter of my companions you

-



Freshiy burbecued witchetry grubs
wostled on a bed of shredded greens
and served in a coolamon. an
dboriginul wooden bowl. Below,
Seiting out on a bush tucker
expedition on Bathurst Island.

Phoios by Margo Pfeiff
und Jim Hutchison

would never guess that sinking knec
decp into sulphurous mud  with
sandflics and mosquitoes making
bush tucker out of my legs in the
sweltering heat is the least bil un-
pleasunt: to the Tiwi Islanders. man-
groves are an outdoor supermarket
stocked with shells, crabs. fishes and
their favourite, mangrove worms.

Soft-spoken and shy, elderly Mary.

Margaret wields an axe with_ the

muscle of a lumberjack, shatering

fallen tree trunks in a single blow.

She’s barely done before everyone

. scrambles for a chunk of wood,
drawing out and gobbling up the
slippery whitish mangrove worms
that have tunneled inside.
Meanwhile,  Kerri-Anne  has
“stoked a campfire beneath the can-
opy of a shade tree. Quickly boiled,
the mud crabs we have coaxed out of
watery holes taste like Florida stone
crabs. The big hit with the kids were
“long bums”, conical shells they had
gathered from the swamp floor. The
meat insidc is pulled hot from the
shells with a bent twig afier a roust-
inf in the ashes. The consistency of
calamari, they have a flavour similar
to mussels. All I could think of was
how sensational they would be in the
company of garlic butter and fresh
crusty bread and the children
whined for more as though they
were candy. The mangrove worms
— once ! got past their appearance
— tasted like fresh salty oysters on
the half shell though a big gritty with
mud. But, I'm certain not even Bru-
neteau with his magic whisk could
transform “yurli” worms into dinner
table fare. I've been wrong before.
“Waltle it be?” jokes Vic Cheri-
koff. owner of the small Wattle Seed
Dchi near Sydney's Chinatown. On
my last day in Sydney | dropped in
1o see CherikofT who supplies more
than 40 restaurants across Ausiralia
with their bush tucker. We sipped
wattle cappuccinos made from the
ground and roasted wattle seeds in
the deli-style health food shop, and
nibbled 2 white chocolate wattle
truffle. The wattle (acacia) was of
the most important trees 10 the abo-
niginals and grows across Australia;
it was so valuable that aboriginals
went to war over it. With a flavour
that is a combination of carob and
hazeinut, watlle is the most popular
of Australian bush tucker and one of
the few that is being commercially
grown. Qantas Airways is now serv-
ing waltle-seed ice cream in first
class.

“To stock his Bush Tucker Supply
company. Cherikoff pays dozens of
aboniginal families across the coun-
try to gather native ingredients and
encourages them to start up small-
scale growing operations so that
they can benefit from the knowledge
they have shared; he himself gamners
about $10.000 worth of bush tucker
from “or tal” trees and bush
throughout  downtown  Sydney.
“We've really just begun experi-
menting with food from our own
backyard.” says CherikofT. “There

are hundreds of new flavours out
Ehcre waiting to be discovered.”

IF YOU GO

For information and brochures
contact the Australian Tourist Com-
mission for their guide to aboriginal
fours, arts and crafts, Come Share
Our Culture. Some of the Tiwi Is-
land expeditions inciude full day
trips for about $260 (Cdn.) per per-
son including airfare from Darwin.
During the dry ssason from May to
November smail groups spend two,
three or five days at Putjamirra Sa-
fari Camp on Melville island to
search for wild honey or cotlect tur
tie eggs. Airfare, all meals and ac
commodation for the two, three o,
five-day stays range from $570 to
$1250.

Out of the Ayers Rock Resort at
Alice Springs take a walk with abo-

| fginal  conservation commission

on an Edible Desert tour
for 23 From Alice Springs fly into
the Outback for three. six or 10-day
camping tours with the Pitjantjatjara
desert people to collect and pre-
pare bush foods and join in tradi-
tional songs and dances.

Vic Cherikotf leads Bush Tucxer
Tours of various lengths departing
from Sydney. He hosls everything
from an intensive bush skills week-

end for $170 per person 10 a 10-day
North Coast rainforest tour in April.

For more details contact Vic
Cherikoff, Bush Tucker Tours, P.O.
Box B 303, Boronia Park, New
South Wales 2111, Australia. Phone:
(02) 816-3381.

BUSH TUCKER DINING: Here is
a sampling of some of the more
poputar restaurants:

Gagudja Crocodile Hotel in Ka-
kadu National.Park, LB 4, Post Of-
fice Agency. Jabiry, Northern Terri-
fory. Phone: (0B9) 79-2888.

Bradshaw Room, Melia Alice
Springs Hotel, Barrett Drive, Alice
Springs, Norther Territory. Phone:
(089) 528-000.

Pheasant Farm Restaurant, Near
Nuricotps, Barrosa Valley, South
Australia. Phone: (085) 621-286.

Rumpole's Restaurant, North
Quay, Brisbane, Queensiand.
Phone: (07) 236-2877.

Riberries, 411 Bourke Street,
Darlinghurst. New South Wales.
Phone: (02) 361-4829.

Wattle Seed Deli, 37 Uitimo Rd..
Ultimo, New South Waies. Phone:
(02) 281-9532
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Canoes

are welcome
on Yetiow
Waters Lagoon
in Kakadu
National Park.

Aborigines who live on the isiands aliu the coast of northem Australia cling tenaciously to their traditional way of Iife.

JIM HUTCHISON
Special to The Gazette

ARWIN, Australia - The sky was blush-
ing moming pink as our boatload of am-
ateur omithologists - binoculars and bird
guides handy - set off across Yellow Wa-
ters n in the heart of Kakadu Na-
tional Park. -

“Azure kingfisher at-three o’clock!”
someone hissed jubilantly. I searched a
full minute before catching sight of the
thumb-sized, vivid-blue bird perched in
a paperbark tree. He was hard to spot
among the lotus birds hopscotching over
giant Lily pads, stately Jabiru storks strut-
ting their stuff and sea eagles swooping
low on early-morning fish-finding mis-
sions.

No aviary was ever stocked like this.

Two sand monitor lizards, each more
than three feet long, flicked out their
tongues on the far shore and as I swung
my camera in their direction, a partly
submerged log drifted past. Suddenly, ev-
eryone was jolted wide awake when it

. chuckied our skj

slithered on to the bank an arm's length
12-foot-long saltwater

pper, . .

triguing and less

favorite parts of Australia. Its history is
full of adventure and tales of pearl-
divers, buffalo-shooters and crocodile-
hunters. It’s still hard-living country
where cowboys ride the range, aborigines
live traditional lifestyles and where a
“stubbie” of beer holds two litres.

When 1 flew into Darwin, the state
capital on the north tip of the continent,
the low-rise city of 70,000 was half
buried in a blaze of red flame trees and
neon-pink bougainvillaea.

When lsteppedoffthephnelmo;-
nized almost nothing. Since my last visit,
the Darwin | knew had been literally
blown off the map by Cyclone Tracy,
which hit on Christmas Eve 1974 and

90 per cent of the buildings.

It wasn't the first time Darwinites had
1o rebuild their city from scratch. Dur-
ing World War 11 the Japanese flattened
the town in a series of 64 bombing raids
that were kept secret from the reut of the
country. i

Even today, steel girders in the small
international air terminal are riddled
with bullet holes from the Zeros' .50-cal-
ibre machine guns.

One of the few buildings to survive
both calamities with its Somerset

Twice the size of Texas, the wide-open
Northern Territory is ‘Ilﬂnll.!'_;rlth':
frontier. While the southern part e
state stretches towards the sunburnt out-*
back around Alice Springs, it is the in-’

known northern
half - the Top End - that is one of my -

Maugham character intact is the old
Hotel Darwin, where | went at midday to
lounge in a wicker chair with a cold drink
while a ceiling fan ruffled the potted
plants and drove away the heat.
Outside, on the Esplanade park over-
looking the sea, a Top End-style office

-meeting was under way with a circle of

PLEASE SEE AMSTRALIA'S, PAGE i3
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Australia’s Top End,
land of two seasons -

- ——— -

Most visitors come during
the ‘dry,’ a period e e et
Of warm, Sunny days and e reqular Ninerary. howsver o

i itional
) . . M mation., m:ne 1o the St. W, No.
prodigious beer CONSUMPHION  ‘Gminsfsil &
; . phone (416) 825 870, . Eission
o o0 co1-6082

is all manner of accommodation

: Ivh:i'lgbl?eain"[;nrwin: The Frontier JO.':

“Eng Holel(')s 'mes ':ogg::'?o:‘:\ #
70 for a .

: 3&:33 National Park, 'lhe'F?#;

: Seasons Kakadu (no refation 10 Ine
* North American chain) is a crocodi

* shaped hotel with room rates sta:nm

at $130; the Four Seasons Co?t:“

- near Yellow Waters Lzooon_|s_:g e
£ $120, but there are also facilities

< camping at various locations through-

out the park.

 Territory Rent a Car has several pack-

* CONTINUED FROM PAGE Mt

businessmen sitting on the lawn in shorts
.and long socks - the contents of their
briefcases spread in the shade of a tree.
The Top End has basically two seasons,
the “wet,” a season of torrential rains that
lasts from November uniif April, and the
“dry,” from May until September.
is the best time 10 80. The days are
warm and sunny, but, in one sense at least,
not entirely dry. Darwinites are beer-
drinkers. Their annyal consumption is one
of the highest in the world, and it's during
the dry they drink most of the 250 litres of
| they each consume every year.
.. Every August the city pays homage to
the amber nectar with the Beer Can Regat-
ta, a wacky race of craft made from dis-
‘carded beer “tinnies.” There have been

-
:
3
&
g

Alice Sprmos.

4 : who want to explore Mingil Beach Market.
ages fof travellers | in

‘Soanish galleons and relplicas of the Boun- '%‘cr: l theregionbyroad.

ty, and one year the mi itary entered an

aircraft carmier complete with little mock SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Jighter planes on the deck. THE GA2ETTE

:. Darwin has always been a city quite

-Aapart from other Australian capitals. Fac- temative to big-city life. Their artistic ef-
‘Ing the Timor Sea, it is closer 10 Jakarta forts fill the “crafties™ section of the mar.
And Singapore than 1o Melbourne or Syd-  ket. Macrame, tie-dye and handmade
ey and not jus! in distance and climate. clothes are big sellers and it's the best
ere are Chinese clubs, a Timorese place in town 10 have your tarot cards read
#dccer team, and Community newspapers fe -

‘or feet . -
published in dozens of languages including For the size of the city, Darwin hasan
i, Laotian and Vietnamese, 1t would extraordinary number of small galleries. It
tough to find better Asian restaurants als0 has an excellent museum with one of
Io any other Australian city. Australia’s best exhibits of abori inal arti-
e facts. Not surprising, since the Northern
Nalticaltural market Territory also has the highest percentage
o ) of aborigines in Australia. They make up
" Every Thursday evening at the Mindil almost a quarter of the population.
Beach Market, Darwin's cos- One moming I boarded a small plane
mopolitan and quirky character eme; for the 20-minute ﬂ?ht north to Bathurst
beneath strings of lights on the beachfront  Island to spend the day with Tiwi Js. !
at Fannie Bay. “Japanese jumbo shrimp,”  landers, 3 group of aborigines who have 1
“Green paw-paw salad” the vendors 10 maintain their culture and
thanted as | browsed food

stalls trying to commercially develop their artistic skills. i
decide between Malaysian laksa soup and The pilot circled twice over the vi
Indonesian satays or Aussie barbecued of Nguiu. and a few minutes later my
thops. guide, Michael, arrived at the runway in
: Thecity's mellow atmosphere attracts his four-wheel-drive.
many “southerners” - a5 anyone from the Bumping over potholed roads, Michae|
“rest of Australia is calied - seeking an al- took me to Tiwi Designs. a silkscreening
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Termite mounds in Kakadu Nationai Park can be 7 metres high.

operation run by island men who repro-
duce bnghtly colored. traditional Tiwi pat-
terns on fabric. The result is sought after
by Austrahan fashion houses.

Not far away is the Keeping House, a
meeting place where local carvers bring
their work for sale. The style and colors of
the carved birds and masks are simple, al-
most contemporary, and bring high prices
in the galleries of Sydney and Melboumne.

Though it was a treat 1o see the carvers
at work. 1t was obvious that the better
pieces had already flown south.

Jumping back into the truck we stopped
at the homes of Kerni-Anne and Mary-
Margaret, a couple of older aboriginal
women who were to take me into the
wilderness foraging for “bush tucker,” tra-
ditional food, in which | have a special in-
terest. By this time the group had grown to
include several other relatives with time
on their hands and a couple of children, all
keen 10 be off for a bush picnic.

We went by boat to tiny, uninhabited
Buchanan Isiand and watked about a kilo-
metre across the white-sand beach to reach
the mangrove forest. From the excited
chatter of my companions, you would
never have known that sinking knee deep
into sulphurous-smelling mud whilé sand-
flies and mosquitos took Ehunks out of

you in the sweltering heat was the least bit - sy:visuat history

unpleasant. To them The mangroves were
a larder stocked with goodies.

Mary-Margaret shattered fallen tree
trunks with an axe and everyone scram-
bled for the slippery whitish mangrove
worms and gobbled them up raw.

Munching mud crabs

When we arrived beneath the broad
canopy of a shade tree, Kerri-Anne had al-
ready stoked a campfire. We quickly
boiled the mud crabs we had dug out of
watery holes. They were delicious, similar
to Florida’s stone crabs.

“Long bums,” conical shells the children
gathered from the swamp floor, were
pulled hot from their shells with a bent
twig after a roasting in the ashes. Similar
to escargots, they would have been sensa-
tional with garlic butter and a fresh
baguette.

The mangrove worms, once | got past
their slimy appearance, were a big sur-
prise. Fresh and slightly salty, they tasted
pleasantly like raw oysters.

Back in Darwin | went south in a rented

car on the Stuant Highway, the main route
hnkm'; the capital with the next closest
city of Alice Springs, almost 1.500 km to
the south. and farther on to Adelaide in
South Australia. To locals the blacktop
lifeline is simply “the track.” and “Headin®
up or down?" is the standard greeting
along the way.

Just out of Darwin I sidetracked 200 km
east to Kakadu National Park, a 19,500-
square-km preserve where water buffalo
wandered among 7-metre-high termite
mounds,

An aboriginal-owned park as well as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, Kakadu is
to Australia what the wild-animal parks
are 10 Africa. The park’s vast wetiands
support about one-third of all Australian
species of birds. During the dry season,
they are crowded with wildlife awaiting
the reviving rains of the wet.

For more than 20,000 years the aborig-
ines have lived within Kakadu and some
of Australia’s most spectacular rock-art
sites are just a short hike into the wilder-
ness. There are lilerally thousands of nat-
ural galleries beneath the shelter of rocky
outcrops. The easiest to reach are Ubirr
and Nourlangie Rocks.-Haunting ima
“*~of Kanigaroos. turtles. fi¥hand simple hand
patterns are layered one era upon another,

in ochre stretehing back at
least 22,000 years. )
In this part of the world it is difficult to

get away from crocodiles. After a cruise on
the South Alligator River where dozens of
the reptiles emerged from the swirling
mud-thickened waters, I checked into the
park’s Four Seasons Hotel. It’s built in the
shape of a croc. with slatted yellow eyes
that disguise the ventilation shafis and a
shaded swimming pool in the central
courtyard for a heart. This was not the
brainstorm of some o t market-
ing director. but a building condition spec-
ified by the local Gagudju people, the tra-
ditional owners of Kakadu whose spirit
ancestor is the crocodile.

Croc was even on the menu at dinner as
it also was at the Darwin Crocodile Farm
where | turned the tables on the notorious
man-eaters by biting into croc burgers.
They tasted like veal.

Another Top End specialty is “buff and
barra,” a kind of antipodean surf-and-turf
combining the beef-like meat of water buf-
falo with barramundi, one of Australia’s
best eating fish.

Although northern Australia is trimmed

JIM HUTCHISON

in a lush tropical fringe, it takes just a few
hours' drive inland to reach the arid out«
back, a vast region covering most of the -
continent’s 7.8 million square km. .

1 rejoined the Stuart Highway and soqn
find myseif amid scrubby dry bushland.-
The noonday sun was darkened to a dull
copper from the smoke of bushfires that
sweep through the brush during the dry |
season. Black kites swooped along the ﬁn
front, pouncing on fleeing prey.

Strung along the track are dozens of % qny
towns, some no bigger than a pub with'a
gas pump out front. Pubs have always .
been the social centres of the outback artd
were traditionally the first building to o
up with the rest of the town yowmg,up o
them. 1 pulled up at the Daly Waeu -te
Hotel, the oldest pub in the No: ‘I‘qr-
ritory, a classic wooden cottage with*
shady porch to keep the heat and ﬂla out-
side. Sipping a frosty NT Lager, | browsed
through an interior cluttered with bush
memorabilia from blacksmith tools to an
old pedal radio. One comer of the pub
doubles as the post office for the 20 vil-
lagers.

ae s

Sheerwalled gorges . :

Near the outback town of Katherine !
took to a cande and paddied thtough
Katherine Gorge National Park's gériéq of
13 sheer-walled gorges. Since it was th€ dry
season, I portaged a short stretch betwéen
lhe orges. having been assured by park

that only harmless, freshwater croco-
dllﬁ made their home in the pools. |

Late in the afternoon | drove 100 km
south to Mataranka, a small oasis in.the:
desert that | remembered well from my -
last trip. Surrounded by palms. itisa chnp
ter of natural l.hemal ide
Roper River. The pools vmm waters bub-
bie from a sandy bottom and are so clur
the tiny fish appear to be suspended in :
mid-air. At twilight hundreds of noisy wl-
phur-crested cockatoos and pink-and-gray

parrots flew in, gathenng ovu'hud
in the treetops.

That evening ] finished up my Top End
trip at the historic old Springvale Home-
stead near Katherine. Members of the J3-
woyn aboriginal tribe, adomned in ochre:
and white paint, lit campfires with tradi=
tional firesticks and performed their livély
tribal dances beneath a canopy of brilliant
outback stars.
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Still No CTC

Although the various certification pro-
grams can enhance an agent’s image,
they are no substitute for such estab-
lished programs as the Institute of Cer-
tified Travel Agents’ certified travel
counselor designation, Hammond
says. “If an individual is serious about
the professionalism in the industry, the
CTC is still what they’re going to strive
for, because it's more than just a semi-
nar on a destination or geography. It's
a lot more in terms of the core of the
business, whether it be on the manage-
ment side or the selling side.”

By the same token, she says, the
CTC designation doesn't exempt
agents from pursuing further knowl-
edge. She has her CTC, but she says
that doesn’t make her an expert on any
destination or product. To truly gener-
ate a sense of professionalism within
the industry, she says, all agents have
to seek further education whenever
and wherever they can find it.

Lauri Stiles, ICTA'’s national man-
ager of membership development,
agrees with Hammond. “I would say
any education that somebody can get
themselves involved in is a bonus and
a benefit,” she says. “Agents can no
longer get away with just knowing the
basics.”

In this vein, ICTA developed its
destination specialist programs, which
provide agents with general information
about a variety of destinations. ICTA al
ready issues DS certifications for four
areas, and it is developing a fifth.
“Agents need to stay on top of this,”
Stiles says. “Imagine being across the
desk from a client, counseling him, and
referring to countries that don't exist
anymore or sending them to a country
that's under siege or something.”

Consumers probably won't be all
that impressed by titles—even after 25
years they still don’t know what “CTC”
stands for—but they will be impressed
by an agent who can answer their ques-
tions. “If anything, people may take the
industry more seriously and look for
higher education versus a supplier-sup-
ported designation,” Stiles says.

Knowledge On The Fast Track

Not that all suppliers have turned their
product seminars into diploma mills.
One of the seminars Hammond and
her staff have found most valuable is a
session offered by the government of
France. It's a one-day session that she
and her agents have attended over the
years. “There’s no certificate, and they
don’t call you a specialist on France.

ASTA AGENCY MANAGEMENT
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because you can’t become one in a
day,” Hammond says.

The value of fast-track certifica-
tions is debatable, say agents. They al-
s0 say that awarding a diploma or be-
stowing the supposedly prestigious ti-
tle of “specialist” on agents by dint of
their having attended a few seminars
is misleading. “Sometimes there is a
misconception on the part of the agents
that they are going to become a spe-
cialist after a one-day seminar, which
is not really the case,” Hammond says.
“In three hours, can somebody really

‘Sometimes there is a
misconception on the
part of the agents that

they are going to become
a specialist after a one-
day seminar, which is

not really the case,’ says

Jan Hammond.

become a specialist? | think not. It's
great to have these programs offered,
because we all must gain as much
knowledge as possible. However, call-
ing someone a specialist after a few
hours and perhaps a short visit is very
misleading.”

Often these fast-track programs
consist of no more than a brief
overview of the product. “It is some-
what misleading,” agees Shirley Sim-
mons of International Travel Associ-
ates Inc., former education committee
chairman. “You can take any course
and get your certification or whatever
the title is and still not be as knowl-
edgeable as somebody who has not
participated in any program.”

Consumers won't be impressed by
a certificate hanging on an agent’s wall
or the fact that the agent was able to
pin a title behind his or her name, ac-
cording to Ed Perkins, editor of Con-
sumer Reports Travel Letter. “This is a
business where smart consumers are
aware that there aren’t any obvious
public standards,” he says.

-
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Perkins says the value of a certifi-
cation program isn't in the agent’s title -
as much as it lies in the agent's being
perceived by consumers to be a trained
professional. Consumers will not both-
er to wade through the industry's ver-.
sion of alphabet soup to figure out what
all the initials and titles mean.

Suppliers who refer consumers to
certified agents are helping the retail
industry, says Sammartino of Gordon
Travel Service, a member of ASTA's
Education Committee. Such referrals
lend credibility to those agents. Con-
sumers don’t know how much time
and effort an agent puts into earning
any particular designation, but they
value a referral to an agent who is re-
puted to be knowledgeable about a
product.

Boning Up On Down Under

Many suppliers do reward agents who
participate in their programs by send-
ing new clients their way. James
LaValle, acting marketing manager for
trade for the Australian Tourist Com-

mission, says that consumer demand

for information about Australia led to

the development of the Aussie Special-
ist certification program. The commis-
sion fills 500,000 consumer requests
for brochures annually, he says, but on-
ly about half that many tourists actual-
ly visit the country.

“The general goal of the program
is to convert consumer interest in Aus-
tralia into bookings,” he says. “That’s
what we're trying to capitalize on—not
only giving them the information, but
giving them a contact who's going to
make it easier.”

The program consists of a self-
training module that costs $24.95 and’
comes with three workbooks and two
videos. Agents view the tapes, com-
plete the workbooks at their own pace,
then take a 100-question test and re-
turn it to the commission. Those who
achieve scores of 90 percent or better
become “Aussie Specialists.”

Successful completion of the pro-
gram earns agents a certificate and a
sticker to put on their agency’s win-
dow, and they receive newsletters and
information on upcoming promotions.
“But the real benefit of the program,
the real reason we know the education
project is going to stick. is the con-
sumer referral service,” LaValle says.
When consumers call the commission
to request information about Australia,
they are sent both a brochure and a let-
ter advising them to ask a travel agent
to book the trip. The letter also pro-
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vides a list of the three closest Aussie
Specialists.

Since the program started last
September, more than 900 agents have
received the specialist designation, and
LaValle keeps tabs on them to deter-
mine whether the referral service is
generating sales. “The feedback has
been entirely positive. Well over 90 per-
cent have booked business for clients
that were referred to them through this
program,” he says. “I think it's really
building a loyalty among agents be-
cause we’re not just asking them for
something; we're giving something
back in return.”

Matriculating With Mickey
Officials at Walt Disney Attractions say
that a similar mind-set led to the devel-
opment of their College of Disney
Knowledge, an educational program
that began in February and has met
with such success that the company is
now expanding it. “We felt we needed
this umbrella over travel agents be-
cause so many of them say that over
the years Disney kind of sold itself,”
says Bill Kaufman, director of travel
agency sales. “They were just order
takers.”

Brian Walton, senior marketing
representative for travel industry mar-
keting, says that officials developed the
college idea after consulting with the
company’s advisory council. “The
agents really wanted to have knowl-
edge so they would come across as pro-
fessionals to their clients,” he says.

The free correspondence pro-
gram, which reached agents both
through a travel-trade publication and
a direct-mail campaign, consists of six
lessons about specific resorts and at-
tractions and about booking Disney va-
cations. The final exam includes 50
questions and three case studies.

Walton says he expects about
9,000 agents to graduate from the first
round of the program. They will get
Disney Specialist diplomas, newslet-
ters and first crack at familiarization
trips to Disney attractions. But there's
a catch: They're required to maintain
their certification by taking update
lessons and tests.

To gauge the usefulness of the
program, Walton is contacting both
graduates and dropouts. “Agents real-
ly are learning from this, and they're
feeling better about selling Disney and
feeling more professional with their
clients,” he savs.

Disney made a concentrated effort
not to be too promotional in its train-
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ing program, Kaufman says. The com-
pany tried to focus on sales techniques
in general, not just those specifically
aimed at marketing the Disney proper-
ties. “We're serious about educating
agents,” he says. “Any way we can help
them, we're not only helping ourselves,
but helping the industry.”

Seaworthy Seminars

Bob Kwortnik, director of training for
the Cruise Lines International Associa-
tion, echoes those sentiments. He says

‘Imagine being across
the desk from a client,
counseling him, and
referring to countries
that don’t exist anymore
or sending them to a
country that’s under
siege or something,’ says
ICTA’s Lauri Stiles.
R

that the organization's Accredited
Cruise Counsellor and Master Cruise
Counsellor certification programs
evolved from CLIA’s desire ta help
agents become better salespeople.
“Our sales approach is very generic,”
he says. “Obviously, we concentrate on
selling the cruise experience itself, but
agents can apply the principles of sales
training to sales both inside and out-
side the cruise industry.”

He says that CLIA's support mate-
rials are intended to help consumers
appreciate the extra training an agent
undergoes to attain certification. “In all
of our consumer promotions, we direct
consumers to see an agency who has
on its staff an Accredited Cruise Coun-
sellor or Master Cruise Counsellor,”
Kwortnik says.

He emphasizes that agents who
take the CLIA courses do in fact be-
come experts, of a sort. For the ACC
designation, agents are required to
complete three core classroom pro-
grams and pass exams on the topics;
complete one more classroom training

\

program and exam; watch a CLIA
video or attend a CLIA-sponsored or
-endorsed cruise conference; and in-
spect at least 10 ships and cruise on
two others. So there is product famil-
iarization and classroom work in the
program, he says. The numbers dou-
ble for the MCC certification, and can-
didates must submit three case stud-
ies in which they solve real-life prob-
lems or graduate from the CLIA Man-
agement Institute to be certified.

Since the certification program be-
gan in January, about 6,000 agents
have enrolled, and CLIA expects
11,000 agents to be in or to have com-
pleted the ACC accreditation by the
end of the year. Though the program
is heavily classroom-oriented and the
seminars are valuable, CLIA has al-
lowed a large number of agents to be
“grandfathered” in as ACCs, receiving
credit for seminars or cruise-industry
functions they attended before the pro-
gram even existed. As a result, after
the first six months of the program,
there were already about 500 ACCs
and 50 MCCs.

While many agents have em-
braced CLIA’s education efforts, some
veteran agents like Carol Napper of
Fairview Travel Service in Downers
Grove, Illinois, feel like they shouldn't
have to jump through hoops to receive
an ACC. But even she recently sent off
the paperwork to claim credit toward
an ACC for CLIA seminars she has at-
tended in the past, because “I don't
want to be left off any list of certified
cruise counselors CLIA might send
out.”

Napper says she was reluctant to
participate in the program at first be-
cause it seemed like a waste of time.
“Why should I have to take a test and
pay good money if I've taken all of
CLIA's seminars and have been selling
cruises for 15 years?” she asks.

Others wonder whether this prac-
tice devalues the ACC and MCC by cre-
ating a class of instant certified coun-
selors. A perusal of the list of ACC re-
cipients reveals a preponderance of
cruise-only agencies, and phone calls
to ACCs reveals a high percentage of
outside salespeople and agents who
are not active in or have actually retired
from the business.

And that leads to the ultimate
question about certification programs
and specialist designations: How can
the travel industry expect programs
that certify retirees or people who at-
tend one-day seminars to have mean-
ing for agents, let alone consumers? B
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Everyone’s an artist
at Castlemaine fest

CASTLEMAINE from Page 17

formers play to intimate audi-
ences in churches, Town Hall, the
library and the 150-year-oid The-
stre Royal, as well as outdoors in
the willow-dressed botanical gar-
dens.

Sn)s Segan, “You can't *build’
and the i

phere, n
many of Castiemaine's historical
buildings are ides).”

The visual arts also elaim their
share of attention at the festival,
with juried competitions and ma-
jor exhibitions wherever there’s
space (o hang a frame. And, festi-
vai or no. the painters. sculplors.
graphic artists and ceramists sre
who compose Castiemaine's singu-
lar identity.

“Artists work when they know
there’s 3 large audience coming in-
0 the area,” says Peter Perry, di-
rector of the gallery/museum.
“They exhidit outside Castiemaine
during the year, but they also work
bard 1o lift their own profile within
the community.”

A Meibourne pative, Perry in-
sists, “You won't get me going
back.” His story is familiar. When
the (estival was conceived, Castle-
maine was experiencing a quiet
artistic rensigsance. Working art-
i3 were bailing out of Melbourne
where urban prosperity was boost-
ing their marketability but also
their rent. Many bought affordable
land in Castlemaine and, as artist
and gallery owner Peter Wallace
ootes, “good artists tend to attract
other good artists.”

Wallace, a painter, also works in
bronze and leath-
er. From one an-
gle his striking
masks are sensu-
ous and alluring;
{rom another, ee-
rie, almost
haunting. The fig-
ures in his boldly
bued paintings
seem to laugh at
themselves a3
well a3 at you.

Wallace
Bros. Gallery
(Peter's brother,
David. also
works in leather
and teaches art)
leans to local and
contemporary
artists.

“A lot of gal-
leries wouldn't
carry some of
this work,” Wallace says, "because
it's not abviously commercial.
That’s not my priority. | don't real-
Iy care if we just sell a lot — I'm
happy to have their work.”

Probabdly the most widely
known artist in town is modernist
Dawn Sime. Her hilltop home and
studio gaze across s grove of eucs-
lyptus trees. Her abetract paint-
ings feel like nature woke up on
the wrong side of the bed, moody
and unpredictable. Represented in
the Nationa) Galiery of Victoria,
Sime does not show in Castle
maine, slthough ber work is part
of the permanent collection of the
State Gallery in Melbourne.

Working in oil, watercolor and
acrylic, Sime originally came Lo
Castlemaine for allergy relief.
With her was her husband, Eric
Westbrook, also an artist of con-
siderable renown, who was for-
merly director of the National
Gallery of Victoria as well as the
state’s minister of srts. His pointil-
listic work can be as warm as his
wife's can be dark.

“AS an art communily,” West.
brook says, “Castiemaine is ideal-
ly localed. It's s good size. not just
for Lourism but as a working town.
The grocer delivers.”

Sine, who 15 d d » nationa!

Bewspaper, concurs.
“During the festival, everyone is
an artist. Not every sensidility is
oqually developed.™ she says diplo-
“but the pt is

made. The supermarket 100
drawings by children. Mm‘w
ing of the festival, people marched
through the rain with drums. 1
wmhwulnwmwﬂa
small town with no class distinc-
tions being invoived in such a high
level of art. It reminded me of 2
sign I ssw in Spain: “The world's at
peace when everyone's an artist.’
In Castlemaine, we have that iack
of self-conmciousness ~

Maybe that's why 30 many Cas-
Uemaine artists induige Weir visi-
lors’ curiosity. Artists and crafts-
men including Irish expatriste
Saul Roche and Gary Stirling are
aimost as happy schmoozing as
they are cresting. Roche makes .
chairs, rakes and Irish druma, eall-
od bodhrans. from Limber, goat-
skin and rushes he harvests local-
ly. Woodworker Stirling creates
winsome furniture {eatured in
tony iaterior design maguzines.

Like Sime's appreciation of chil-
dren’s art in the supermarket, Stir-
ling revels in “that quality of un-
derstanding. It's totally -
unpretantious; it indicates people
who are at ease with who they are.
1 really enjoy that ”

Stirling came to Castlemaine »
couple of years ago, bul ceramist
Ann Geroe is practically a lifer
From her studio set in the middie
of an impoasibly green lawn rib-
boned with flowers, she crestes
achingly tactile urns, bowls and

R L N

MODERNIST: Dawn $ime works in oil, we-
tercolor and serylic.

botties that wear distinctive
glazes.

Geroe was not born o the arts
but developad an affinity for clay
in middie age. Like Roche, Geroe
seeks raw materials locally. She's
partial W he fine texture of Mal-
don clay and the soft black slate
from a former Castiemaine qQuar-

ry.

Melissa Harwood. whose cloth-
ing/jeweiry enscmbles are funky
and {un, appreciates Castiemaine
for “its sense of age and history as
well as community. That's proba-
bly why | use secondhand things to
make my art,” she says. "And also,
probably why 1 like Roz.” refer-
ring to her friend and colieague
Roz Arent, also a textile artist
The two are enjoying & cup of tea
at Tog's, a trendy cafe that origi-
nally featured the work of local
artists on its whitewashed walls to
#void the cost of decorating. It
now books regular exhibits.

“The sort of people | knew in
Melbourne took 32 years 1o meet.”
Harwood continues. “1've done the

same here in a year and a half

People who live here are inlerest-
ing. creative people. even if they
don’t show or sell art

Denver native Elien Alperstein

treasure by the venerable Ag

is a [reel. wriler bused tn San-
ta Monica. Calit '

3.
i
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mWeﬂmm»mm
AUSTRACIA BEYOND THE REEF AND THE ROCKS

g -mmwmmummmwmwmmm(mm
mnmdmmwusumm.hwmmm.mmhuw
mammmmnummw.tnmwwsmmm
worthwhile, in general, staying in someone’s home is a great way 1o meel pecple, maks native fiends, and
expsrience what a country is really about Here are thrae options:

* Goanna Salan. NMMMNMW:W.M.MM&MBMWNMMQ
Catherine Mould, a 26-yesr-oid whose tamly fam, Wesiward Downs Station, comprises & hall-million actes
olshnp.lunwuo,mu.m&ummolh«MIodmhuMAM.WlSam
bognswithmnsurslmsrokmrﬂ.aninhgbwnhmniddodw.bmsm.mm.you
mighmnawmmo!avm'swumwmmanshnwdmtmupmmmmm.mm's
aisocamping on a iresh waler lake. Perperson price lor the package is approximately $180, including transters,
meals, and lodging.

+Anather country oplionis a place called Brindabelta Station Homestead, lonnar home of Mies Franidin, author
of the Australian classic My Briiant Career. Localed i the Brindabetia Mountain Range above Canberra,
Australia’s capital, this B&B farm's termain wil remind you of Vermont, minus the pecpls. The nearby mountains
302110 5,000 feet, wilg mmmuz.mum.wmimum»moumwl
lo waich wombats running around the fiekds. Rates are $115 per person per night, including ail meals, wine,
and activites, and airpont transfers.

-TheWrdoptionisn'tm‘lusuomsmm.bulirswunuchhn Reynellais & working sheep and cattie
m\cnselinacnso!mmwilsmumnny.inmSnowymmolNNSoumwms(m.mere
ismowheu;ywcanovonskihwinlu,l.u.ourmnnr).TMWMINMSNMM?!N
wo previous properties, but the lood is as good or better. Fh,lumﬂmwsoowmwmw.
inciuding mgmmmuwumnmmmmmmlmm

HAYMAN, AUSTRALIA'S REEF PARADISE

An isiand in the Whitsunday chain near Australia’s Greal Bamiar Raa/, Hayman is home 0 8 five-star luxury
18501t by the same name. Emﬂlorlhomon.thoao.wo-pluswoiswisdwwddviuwu.Inmt.mo
Surrounding isiands are similarty biessec-ooking around from any point all You s8¢ is unbioken gresn. Most
accommodations face the pools—thers are three acres of them—or the ocean. All are decorated with marbie
Roors and floor-to-cedling windows, which are aquipped with slicing louvered shutiers and retraciable swnings.
SoIar.ilcouldbelikemyfhtﬂarmoﬂhhwﬁam&m.wmﬁsmm
seclusion, the service, and the location on the Greal Barier Reel, Service is truly five-stay with only one
empioyee for each of the 430 or $o guasts. Rates begin a! $230 per night double, Including breaidast (there
&re N0 Service charges of taxas added on). Call your travel sgent 10 book.

KOALA KAPER

if you'rs looking (o travel to Ausiraka and want the most vaius for your dollar, check indo some of ATS Tours'
packages. With more than 20 ysars in the four business, ATS Tours offers the widesl selection of ineraries
mmasiuworm'sm:vmtwrmmmmmm:mum
mm.ammmmhmxwmammmwmm
mnmmmmm.m.wm:memwmwmu
browse through local markels and snjoy local Aboriginals periorming f the Tiapukal Dance Theslrs; and an
uwnionbywalbsmldwbmmrndsuvhum«lfmmam
boat.

Not sure how long you will want lo stay “down under?” ATS Tours range in lsngth from seven days 1o more than
30days, andinclude airtars, escorted molorcoach lours, holel accommodations, and the majority of yourmeals.
For the mom independent traveler, ATS' poputar *Fly and Drive” options are quite afiortdable. For a brochurs,
contact your travel agent.

TIPS FOR SEEING THE WONDERS DOWN UNDER ]
Gmfmuifpoﬂtoyouludbtsxw&wdbwmﬂ“ls.m:dmdm.bm
Kingsiord Smith Hotel bus (telephone: 667-0663) al $3.30 each way, which will drop you off right af your
downlown holel. The Stale Traneit Authority runs a public bus 10.a few point indowniown Sydnay for five doliars
Toundtrip. The ride takes about 20 minutes, and is includad in the SydneyPass three-day unimited transi pass
($33). 1 these prices seam low, hank the strong U.S. dollar. The Austraian dollar is worth about 33 percent
lass than the gresnback, 30 Australia is & real bargain right now. Thenks 1o overbuilding and the favomble
uamgorm.youclnuﬂywnivo-mmumluumsmam'llywmuqm
Aho.don'lwwywmdlvhbwmm.anMWsw.myq:aMmm
loft. Australia is aimos! the size of the mainland U.S..wtmmﬂmm.xmlwmlmm,'
LuAngduisuhours.Myoubsuﬁywhoncuﬁsg“hlmﬂuldﬂdh(dnﬂm.wuml!bﬂ/;
when you retum). N\ 7 N—
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At your leisure

All about
Australia

e Uls

The Land Duwn Under, o,
the Commonwealth of AUstra.
lia, jts official name, has—be:*
come a favorite_travel destina-
tion for North Americans in
the past decade. After you've
“done” Britain, Central Eur-
ope, Scandinavia, the Carib-
bean, and a few other hot
spots, you begin to think of
that interesting far-away land.

Australia, roughly the size
of the United States, has a po-
pulation of about 17 and one-
half million. And when you
know that Sydney, Australia's
best-known city on the east
coast, has a population of al-
most 4 million, it gives you
an idea of how sparsely popu-
!ated the rest of the continent
is.

Captain James Cook reached
the southeast coast in 1770
and claimed the land for Eng-
land, naming it New South
Wales. But England didn't
think much about this new
land until 1787, when England
dispatched the first prisoners
to this penal colony. The fleet,
full of convicts, landed in Syd-
ney harbor at The Rocks, the
first settlement in Australia.
Today, The Rocks has been re.
stored and well worth a visit

- when vou go to Sydney.
© THE ROCK

The second most popular

© tourist site on the continent is

in the middle at Ayers Rock.
You can combine a visit to
Ayers Rock with a visit to
Alice Springs (populations ab-
out 25,000). Alice sits in the
middle of the country, and
from here you can take excur-
sions into the red-colored de-
sert, which would include a ¢
1/2 hour drive to Ayers Rock.
This Rock is located in a Na-
tional Park, and is the world's
largest monolith sticking up
from positively nowhere.
When there, spend a night, be-
cause you have to see the
Rock at sunrise, during the
middle of the day, and sunset
for its magnificent colors.
Those in good health and with
great physical endurance can
actually climb the Rock. It
takes about 2 1/2 hours. (If
you have a heart condition,
high blood pressure, or other
things wrong with you, don't
try it") And only do it in their
winter (April to November) as
the summer heat is really
excessive.
THE REEF

The third most popular des-
tination in Australia is the
Reef, or the Great Barrier
Reef. It extends about 1.300

 Helen A,

Travel
tips

Hillman

Carison Travel
Network

miles along the north and east
coast. Cairns is the city in
this area that everyone visits,
and you can take day trips to
some of the islands along the
reef.

There's so much to see and
talk about in Australia, it's re-
ally difficult to know when to
stop. There’s Canberry, the na
tion's capital city; there's Mel-
bourne, often called the San
Francisco of the Southern He-
misphere and the financial
center of the country; there's

- Adelaide on the Southern
coast where German immi.
grants settled in the 1830s
with the vineyards, fine
wines, small inns, and good
restaurants.

WHEN TO GO

The seasons are just the op-
posite of ours in this hemi-
sphere — when it's summer
here, it's winter there. But the
winters there are fairly mild.
Our favorite month to visit
there October and November,
when the daffodils and tulips
and fruit trees are in bloom,
or in April, when the temper-
atures are in the 70s. The hot.
‘test months are December and
January. Flying time from Ca.
lifornia to Sydney is about 14
hours. From Honolulu, about
10 hours non-stop.

TIPS

The Australian dollar is
worth about 33 percent less
than the greenback, so Austra-
lia is a real bargain now.
Thanks to overbuilding and
the favorable sxchange rate,
you can easily get a five-star
hotel room for about $100 a
night if you shop around.

Don’t forget, you need a
visa to visit Australia..as with
England, voitage is 240, and
you drive on the left,

The Australian are VERY
friendly. A tour package, in-
cluding popular itinerarijes, ac-
commodations and transporta-
tion may be your best buy.
However, for the more inde-
pendent traveler, popular “Fly
and Drive” options are quite
affordable. For a brochure,
and more about Australia,

contact your trave! agent. *©

a—
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Most first-time visitors 1o Auirdlla do the Rock, the Rocks, and the Reel-Ayess Rock, Sydney (whose Rocks section is the
city's oldest), and the Gréal Barler Ree!. in addition, consider spending a few days in the Outback on a sheep station, and
meeling & real Aussie family. ir's an Sxperience that's very accessibie and worthwhile. in general, staying in someone's home
is a great way to meet peopie, make native friends, and experiencs what a counlry is really about. Here are three options:
*Goanna Safari. Names after the proprietor's favorite Nzard, this smali firm is run by the thoroughly charming Catherine
Mouid, a 26-year-old whose family farm, Westward Downs Station, comprises a halt-miliion acres of sheep, kangaroo, emus,
exotic parrots, and other wildiile deep in the outback. A three-day, two-night Salari begins with transfers from Broken Hill, a
mining town in the middie of nowhere, 1o the Station. On arrival, you might take & dip In the farm's natural hot spa, an arte-
sian weli that bubbiles up from deep within the earth. There's aiso camping on a fresh water lake. Per person price for the
package is approximately $180, including trangfers, meals, and lodging.

*Another country option is a place called Brindabelia Station Homestead, former home of Miles Franklin, author of the
Australian classic My Briliiant Career. Located in the Brindabella Mountain Range above Canberra, Australia's capital, this
B&B farm's terrain will remind you of Vermont, minus the people. The nearby mountains soar to 5,000 feet, wild kangaroo
roam the 2,000-acre property, and you'l probably be invited to 00 out one night to watch wombats funning around the fields.
Rates are $115 per person per night, including all meals, wine, and activities, and airport transfers.

*The third option isn't quite &s exotic as the rest, but I's just as much fun. Reynelia Is a working sheep and cattle ranch sel in
acres ol undulating hiiis near Adaminaby, In the Snowy Mountuins of New South Wales (yes, there Is snow here; you can
even skl in winter, i.e. our summer). The accommodations are moie Spartan than in the two previous properties, but the 100d

booked through your travel agent.

HAYMAN, AUSTRALIA'S REEF PARADISE

An island in the Whitsunday chain near Australia’s Great Barrier Ree!, Hayman is home 1o live-star luxury resort by the same
name. Except for the resort, the 30,000-pius acre island is devoid of civilization. in fact, the surrounding istands are similarty
blessed—looking around from any point all you see is unbroken green. Most accommodations face the pools—there are three
acres of them—or the ocean. All are decorated with mardle floors and floor-to—celling windows, which are equipped with slid-
ing louvered shutters and retractable awnings. So far, It could be like any five—star resort in Hawaii or the Caribbean. What
distinguishes this version; the seciusion, the service, and the iocation on the Great Barrier Ree!. Service is truly five-star with
only one employee for each of the 430 or 80 Quests. Rates begin at $230 per night double, Including breakfast (there are no
sarvice charges for taxes added on). Call your travel agent to book.

KOALA KAPER

If you're looking to travel to Australia and want the most value for your dollar, check into some of ATS Tours’ packages. With
more than 20 years in the tour business, ATS Tours ofiers the widest selection of itineraries and incluges its ever-popular
“Super Value Tour* options. Its 16-day Koals Kaper has been a favorite of many tourists. Stops include sighlseeing in
Australia's beautiful cities of Caims and Sydney, Sydney's Waratah Park where you can hand feed koalas, kangaroos, and
other wildiife; a spectacuiar raliroad journey o Kuranda to browse through local markets and enjoy local Aboriginais perform-
ing at the Tjapukal Dance Theatrs; and an excursion by boat to Green island to explore spectacular reef scenas via snorkel-
ing or a ride on a glass—bottom boal.

Not sure how long you will want to stay “down under?* ATS Tours range in length from seven days to more than 30 days,
and include alrfare, escorted motorcoach tours, hotel accommodations, and the majority of your meals. For the more inde-
pendent traveler, ATS' popular *Fly and Drive® options are quite affordable. For a brochure, contact you travel agent.

TIPS FOR SEEING THE WONDER DOWN UNDER )

Getling from the airport 1o your holel is easy; taxis cost betweer: $10-$15, but a cheaper altemative is the Kingstord Smith
Hotel bus (lelephone 667-0683) at $3.30 each way, which will drop you off right at your downtown hotel. The State Transit
Authority runs a public bus to a few points in downtown Sydney for five doars roundtrip. The ride takes about 20 minutes.

dollar. The Austrahan dollar is worth about 33 percent less than the greenback, so Australia is a real bargain right now.
Thanks to overbuilding and the favorabie exchange rate, you can sasily get a five—siar hotel room for around $100 a night it
you shop around.

Also. don't forget that you need a visa to visit Austraila...as with England, voltage is 240, and you drive on the left.. Austraiia
is almos! the size of the mainland U.S., but has only 17 million peopie...non—stop fiight time trom Los Angeles is 14 hours,
but you lose a day when crossing the intemational dateline (don't worry, you get It back when you roturm).

For Furthor information On These and Other Travel Needs, Pigase Call Odyssey Travel at 271-3368.

& 271-3388
2865 ZELDA ROAD




Story and photos by
Stanton H. Patty
From Sydney, Australia

hey serve history
“on the Rocks” here. Mighty smooth.

The Rocks is the lively neighborhood in the
heart of downtown Sydney where Australin was
born.

It was here in Sydney Cove, on & January
evening in 1788, that a fleet of convict ships
from England delivered s cargo of human
misery.

Aboard were 757 prisoners — ordered
“transported for life” to a far-away penal
colony that would be called Australia.

Before darkness, the convicts were clearing
ground for shelters on the sandstone bluffs
that gave The Rocks its name.

Logs of the 11 ships carefully listed the rest
of the contingent: 8 military escort of 200
guards, plus 28 women, 14 children, 4 cattle, 6
horses, 44 sheep and sundry fowl and pigs.

And thus & nation was founded.

Today. many of Australia’s famous families
trace their beginnings to that grim event.

“And with a great deal of pride,” says Joanna
McDonald, a Rocks walking-tour guide.

“Oh, by the way, Yanks,” McDonald adds
with & grin, “your American Revolution had a
part in meking all this happen.”

“How's that””

It seems that when King George 111 lost the
war to the “colonies,” England had to find a
new dumping ground for criminals and
political agitators. Australia — 15,000 sea miles
and eight months by sail from Britain — was
the choice.

Another slice of irony: Capt. William Bligh,
who lost the Bounty to a band of mutineers,
was one of the early governors of the new
colony.

Bligh's run of bad luck followed him to The
Rocks in 1805. Rum-swilling soldiers defied his
strong-discipline methods and got him fired.

“Actually, Capt. Bligh was a much-maligned
person,” McDonald says. “He's very much a
part of our history.”

Now, hard by Bligh's lcowling;::ue on the
green by Sydney Cove, tourists a
full-scale replice of the Bounty for cruises
around one of the world’s most beautiful
harbors.

The fare is $20 (Australian) a pop, mate.

Maybe Bill Bligh should have considered a
career as a sightseeing skipper.

Todsy’s Rocks district is a place for strolling,
with & charming mix of galleries, craft centers,
restaurants and pubse along tangles of
meandering streets decked with dozens of
original buildings.

Visitors have no trouble getting their
bearings. The Rocks is squeezed between two
of the city's best-known landmarks — the
Sydney Opers House, with its dramatic
roofline of ceramic sails, and the 440-foot-high
sweep of the Harbour Bridge.
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area with few permanent resi-
dents.

A redevelopment panel
formed by the New South
Wales state government in 1970
proposed that The Rocks be
razed for high rises.

Sydney folk would be eager,
proponents said, to replace an
ugly collection of worn-out
buildings with skyscrapers by
the water’s edge.

Wrong.

“No — you can’t do this!”
howled history-minded citizens.

Sympathetic members of the
Building Workers Union called
a strike to prevent any new
construction in The Rocks. The
. bureaucrats went back to their
drawing boards.

A new plan evolved, a resto-
ration project designed by the
Sydney Cove Authority that
was to turn The Rocks into an
appealing place to work and
play.

Historic warehouses and cot-
tages became specialty stores
and restaurants. Cells in the old
Rocks police station were con-
verted to craft shops. Secluded
courtyards became settings for
tea time. And some of the dingy
row houses — once occupied by
laborers’ families — now are co-
zy homes for longtime residents
of The Rocks.

Leases from buildings and
land controlled by the authority
provide enough income to keep
The Rocks from being a burden
on taxpayers.

“It hasn’t
McDonald says.

“There has been heartache,
even hatred, along the way. But
now things are blossoming, and
we are very, very grateful.

There are new high rises, too,
but only as a backdrop on the
uphill edge of The Rocks. The
lofty additions include two of
the city’s luxury hotels, the
ANA Hotel Sydney and the Re-

been easy,”

gent of Sydney.

The 573-room ANA (financed
with Japanese capital) is the
most expensive hotel ever built
in Australia. The cost was
$932,000 per room.

Commuter trains run under
the hotel, but on rubber cush-
jons so soft that the ballroom’s
$1.8 million Venetian-glass
chandelier doesn’t even wiggle.

It wasn’t far from where the
fancy hotels stand that the ear-
ly colony’s gallows did their ter-
rible work.

One record of the time notes
that there were facilities “from
which seven can be turned off
at one time — six comfortably.”

But most of the convicts
transported to Australia were
petty criminals. And many had
skills that helped forge the new
nation-in-waiting.

One of the talented prisoners
was Francis Greenway, who de-
signed some of Australia’s most
beautiful buildings — including
St. James' Church, still a Syd-
ney gem. Greenway was sent
here for forgery. Now his face is
on Australia’s $10 bill.

Then there was Mary Reiby,
accused of stealing a horse back
in England at age 13. She be-
came a prominent business-
woman here and won acclaim
for her work in the causes of
charity and education.

And how about Capt. John
Pifer? He was posted to Sydney

to collet customs duties. Pifes
also collected for himself, doimg
so well that soon he had a
string of race horses and mere
than 100 servants.

Charged with corrupt practic-
es, the disgraced officer tried to
drown himself in Sydney harbor
as his piper played a lament.
He didn’t try hard enough, so
retired to his estate damp smd
in disgrace.

Such was life in The Rocks.

There’s still a lot of life here,
thanks to a city that cares
about its history.

Travelers can ramble through
The Rocks on their own by call-
ing at The Rocks Visitors Cen-
tre, 199 George St., and buyimg
a self-guiding map for 50 cents.

. Or join Joanna McDonsaM,
owner of The Rocks Walking
Tours (39 Argyle St.), for a rel-
licking tour of this historic dis-
trict priced at $12.

“I tell people that I've been
walking the streets here for 16
years,” McDonald says with a
laugh. “That does get a rise at
dinner parties when people ask
what I do for a living.

@ Stanton H. Patty, a Vancou-
ver, Wash., free-lance writer
and photographer, is the retived
assistant travel editor of The
Seattle Times).
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‘Australian tours have fun for everybody -

JACIOE JONES ~
Away Travel

This week's column is devoted
entirely stralia.

o beyond the reef
and the rocks

Most first-time visitors to Aus-
tralia do the Rock, the Rocks, and
the Reef - Ayers Rock, Sydney
(whose Rocks section is the city's
oidest), and the (Great Barrier Reef.
In addition, consider spending a few
days in the Outback on a sheep sta-
tion and meeting a real Aussie farm
family. In general, staying in some-
one’s home is a great way to meet
people, make native friends and ex-
perience what a country is really
about. Here are three options:

Goanna Safari. Named after the
proprietor’s favorite lizard, this
small firm is run by the thoroughly
charming Catberine Mould, a 26-
year-old whose family farm, West-
ward Downs Station, comprises a
half-million acres of sheep, kanga-
100, emus, exotic parrots and other
wildlife deep in the outback. A
three-day, two-night safari begins
with transfers from Broken Hill, a
mining town in the middle of
nowbere, to the Station. On arrival,
you might take a dip in the farm's
namral hot spa, an artesian well that
bubbles up from deep within the
carth. There’s also camping on a
fresh-water lake. Per person price
for the package is approximately
$180, including transfers, meals,
and lodging.

Another country option is a place
called Brindabella Station Home-
stead, former bome of Miles
Franklin, autbor of the Australian
classic “My Brilliant Career.” Lo-
cated in the Brindabella Mountain
Range above Canberra, Australia’s
capital, this B&B farm’s temain will
remind you of Vermont, minus the
people. The nearby mountains soar
10 5,000 feet, wild kangaroo roam
the 2,000-acre property, and you'll
be invited to go out one nigbt 10
watch wombats running around the

fields. Rates are $115 per person
per night, including all meals, wine
and activities and airport transfers.

The third option isn’t quite as ex-
otic as the rest, but it’s just as much
fun. Reynella is a working sheep
and cattle ranch set in acres of un-
dulating hills near Adaminaby, in
the Snowy Mountains of New
South Wales (yes, there is snow
here; you can even ski in winter,
which is our summer). The accom-
modations are more spartan than in
the two previous properties, but the
food is as good or better. Rates: ap-
proximately $90 per person per
night, including riding and meals.
All three homesteads can be booked
through your travel agent.

* Hayman, Australia’s reef
paradise

An island in the Whitsunday
chain near Australia’s Great Barrier
Reef, Hayman is home to a five-star
Juxury resort by the same name. Ex-
cept for the resort, the 30,000-plus
acre island is devoid of civilization.
In fact, the surrounding islands are
similarly biessed - looking around
from any point all you see is unbro-
ken green. Most accommodations
face the pools ~ there are three acres
of them — or the ocean. All are dec-
orated with marble floors and floor-
o-ceiling windows.

So far, it could be like any five-
star resort in Hawaii or the
Caribbean. What distinguishes this
vension: the seclusion, the service,
and the location on the Great Barri-
er Recf. Service is truly five-star
with only one employee for each of

the 430 or so guests. Rates begin at
$230 per night double, including
breakfast (there are no service
charges or taxes added on). Call
your travel agent w book.

* Koala Kaper

If you're looking to travel to Aus-
tralia and want the most value for
your dollar, check into some of
ATS Tours’ packages. ATS Tours
offers the widest selection of itiner-
aries and includes its ever-popular
“Super Value Tour” options. Its 16-
day Koala Kaper has been a favorite
of many tourists. Stops include
sightseeing in Australia’s beautiful
cities of Caims and Sydney; Syd-
ney's Waratab Park where you can
band feed koalas, kangaroos and
other wildlife; a spectacular railroad
journey to Kuranda to browse
through local markets and enjoy lo-
cal Aborigines performing at the
Tjapukai Dance Theatre; and an ex-
cursion by boat to Green Island to0
explore spectacular reef scenes via
snorkeling or a ride on a glass-bot-
15m boat.

Not sure how long you will want
to stay “down under”? ATS Tours
range in length from seven days to
more than 30 days and include air-
fare, escorted motorcoach tours, bo-
tel, accommodations and the major-
ity of your meals. For the more in-
dependent traveler, ATS’ popular
“Fly and Drive” options are quite
affordable.

¢ Tips for seeing the won-
ders Down Under

Getting from the airport to your

hotel is easy: taxis cost between
$10-§1S, but a cheaper aliemative is
the Kingsford Smith Hotel bus
(1elepbone: 667-0663) at $3.30 each
way, which will drop you off right
at your downtown hotel. The State
Transit Authority runs a public bus
t0 a few points in downtown Syd-
ney for $5 roundirip. The ride takes
about 20 minutes and is included in
the Sydney Pass three-day unlimit-
ed transit pass ($33).

If these prices seem low, thank
the strong U.S. dollar. The Auvs-
tralian dollar is worth about 33 per-
cent léss tban the greenback, so
Avustralia is a real bargain right
now. Thanks to overbuilding and
the favorabie exchange rate, you
can easily get a five-star botel room
for around $100 a nig=t if you shop
around.

Also, don't forget that you need a
visa to visit Australia -~ as with
England, voltage is 240 and you
drive on the left. Australia is almost
the size of the mainland U.S. but
has only 17 million people. Non-
stop flight time from Los Angeles is
14 hours, but you lose a day when
crossing the international dateline
(don’t wor:y, you get it back when
you rewumn).

Going Places appears each Sun-
day in The News-Review. Columns
are supplied on s rotating basis by
Fly Away Travel, UNIGLOBE Red
Baron Travel, Gateway Travel and
Lewis Travel Service. ‘/]



o .,
. s . AT B
e v S 1142

Luspeuces

"TRAVEL NOTES

217
_AusTRALIA BEYOND THE REEF
AND THE ROCKS

Most first-timre visitors to Aus-
tralia do the Rock, the Rocks, and
the Reef — Ayers Rock, Sydney
(whose Rocks section is the city’s
oldest). and the Great Barrier
Reef. In addition, consider spend-
ing a few days in the Outback on a
sheep station, and meeting a real
Aussie farm family. It's an expe-
rience that's very accessible and
worthwhile. In general, staying in
someone’s home is a great way to
meet people, make native friends,
and experience what a country is
really about. Here are three op-
tions:

Goanna Safari. Named after
the proprietor’s favorite lizard,
this small firm is run by the
throughly chaming Catherine
Mould, a 26-year-old whose fami-
ly farm, Westward Downs Sta-
tion, comprises a half-million
acres of sheep, kangaroo, emus,
exotic parrots, and other wildlife
deep in the outback. A three-day,
two-night Safari begins with
transfers from Broken Hil), a
mining town in the middle of no-
where, to the Station.

On arrival, you might take a dip
in the farm’s natural hot spa, an
artesian well that bubbles up
from deep within the earth.
.There’s also camping on a fresh
water lake. Per person price for
the package is approximately
$180, including transfers, meals,
and lodging.

Another country option is a

lace called Brindabella Station

omestead, former home of
Miles Franklin, author of the Aus-
tralian classic “My Brilliant Ca-
reer.” Located in the Brindabella
Mountain Range above Canberra,
Austrlia’s capital, this B&B
farm’s terrain will remind you of
Vermont, minus the people.

The nearby mountains soar to
5,000 feet, wild kangaroo roam
the 2,000-acre property, and

~

"five-star resort’ini Ha

you'll] probably be imvited to go
out one night to watch wombats
running around the fields. Rates
are $115 per person per night,
including all meals, wine, and ac-
tivities, and airport transfers.
The third option isn’t'quite as
exotic as the rest, but it's just as
much fun. Reynella is a working
sheep and cattle ranch set in
acres of undulating hills\near
Adaminaby, in the Sno oun-
tains of New South Wales {yes,
there is snow here; you can even
ski in winter, i.e., our summer).
The accomidations are more

Spartan than in the two previous .

proj
or
$90 per person per nclu
ing riding and meals. All three
homesteads can be booked
through your travel agent.

HAYMAN, AUTRALIA’S REEF
PARADISE
An island in the Whitsunday-
chain near Australia’s Great Bar-
rier Reef, Hayman is home to a
five-star luxury resort by the
same name. Except for the resort,
e 30,000-plus acre island is de-
oid of civilization.

" In fact, the surrounding islands
are similarly blessed - looking
around from any point all you see
i grén Most accomi-

‘unbroken ¢
#a poolg— there

rties, but the food is as good

tions face the
are three acres of them — or the
‘ocean. All“are decorated with
marble floors and ﬂ_oor-to-ceilins
windows, which are equippe
with sliding louvered shutters apd
retactable awnings. -
-So far, it could be like any
inf Hawaii or the
Caribbean. What distinguishes
this version: the seclusjon, the
vee, the - the
Great Barrier Reef. Service. is
truly five-star with only one em-
ployee for each of the 430 or'so
guests. Rates begin at w
night double, inciuding breakiajgt

(there are no service dnrge&g k

taxes added on). Call ‘you fi
agent to book. - m;‘ ot

KOALA KA_PIQ o

If you're:lookihg to travel to
Australia and want the most
value R;r‘ ou Eljgollar,_check into
some of ATS Tours’ packages.
With more’ thip rs in the
tour business, ATS Tours offers
-the widest selectionof itineraries
and includes’ijts éver-popular

Suaer Valui'rour" options.

Its 16-day koala kaper; has been
a favorite of many tourists. Stops
include sightseeing in Australia’s
beautifu] cities of Caims and Syd-

tter. Rates: apfroximateby»
night, i -

ney; Sydney’s Waratah Park
where you hand feed koalas,
kangaroos, and other wildlife; a
spectacular railroad journey to

uranda to browse through local
markets and enjoy performances
at the Tjapukai Dance Theater,
and an excursion by boat to Green
Island to explore spectacular reef
scenes via snorkeling or a ride on
a glass-bottom boat.

Not sure how long you will
want to stay ‘‘down under?” ATS
Tours range in length from seven
days to more than 30 days, and
include airfare, escorted motor-
coach tours, hotel accomodations,
and the majority of your meals.
For the more independent tra-
veler, ATS’' popular "“Fly and
Drive” option are quite alford-
able. For a brochure, contact your
travel agent.

TIPS FOR SEEING THE WON-" .-

DERS DOWN UNDER

Getting from the airport to
your hotel is easy: taxis cost be-
tween $10-15, but a cheaper alter-
native is the Kingsford Smith
Hotel bus (telephone: 667-0663) at
$3.30 each way, which will drop

ou lolf right at your downtown

otel. ) - .

The State Transit Authority
runs a public bus to a few points in
downtown Sydney Pass three-day
unlimited ($33), If these prices
seem low, thank the strong U.S.
dollar. The Autralian dollar is
'worth about 33 percent less than
the nback, so Australia is a
real bargain right now. Thanks to
overbuilding and the favorable
exchange rate, you can esily get a

- five-star hotel room far around

$100 a night if you shop‘ground.

¥ “Also don't forget that ywu need
%S “to visit Australid \...as
‘with nd, voltage is 249, and

drive left. Australia is alinost

n
ro Te'. .. non-stop flight time

rom Los Angeles is 14 hours, but
ou lose a day when crossing the "
international dateline (don't
worry, you get it back when you
return). :

Courtesy Speors Travel Network /Caorls-
son Trovel
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Closeup of a coral wonder

Hotels, boats - access of every kind has put the Great

Queensiand Touns! & Travel Cop
Sunset on Orpheus isiand.

IF YOU GO

» Day trips to the Great
Barrier Reef from various
cities along the Queensland
coast range in price from
about $17 to about $8 and
more, depending on length of
the trip. amenities and other
factors.

» Accommodations at the
rsland hotels along the Great
Barrier Reef are available in a
wide range of prices, depend-
ing on type and amenities. At
the three deluxe island
resorts, daily prices, which
include all meals, are higher:
at Lizard island a double
ranges from $358 to $410 per
person; a double on Orpheus
Istand ranges from $215 to
$360 per person, while on
Bederra Island, which
ncludes all aicoholic bever-
ages as well as meals, prices
for a double are $437 per per-
son For information about
Lizard and Bederra Islands.
dial toll-tree 1-800-448-9400

» Captain Cook cruises
aboard the M/V Reef Escape
teave Cairns every Saturday
and Wednesday aftemoon.
Prices for the seven-day
cruise, ncluding all meals ang
use of water-sports gear and
glass-bottom-boat rides,
range from about $1,545 to
$1.860 per person, double
occupancy. For information.

See your travel agency or con-

tact Captain Cook Cruises,
No. 6 Circular Quay, Sydney.
Australia, 2000; phone {02)
247-4548; fax: (02) 251-4725.
Information and brochures
about the Great Barrier Reef
and other attractions ot
Queensiand are gvailable
from the Queensiand Tounsm
& Travel Com.; dial toli-iree 1-
800-333-6050.

(EDITOR'S NOTE' Prices hawve
bevn converted 1o Caradian dot
lars and are subject v exchange
rate fluctuations)

e,

Barrier Reef at the fingertips of tourists.

By Joe Scholnick

Scholnick is a freelance writer
wn California

CAIRNS. Australia - The Great
Barrier Reefl The World's largest
structure of living coral. extends
some 2.000 kilometres along the
northeastern coast of the down-
under continent, off the coast of
Queensland, Australia.

Despite popular belief. it's not
really a solid rampart of coral.
but 2.100 individual reefs, each
with its own unique character
and style - and, quite often. color.
In some places. the shoals are
clustered in fairly shallow water.
in others. they rise like mminiature
mountains from the ocean floor
below.

It's a remarkable sight. For
scuba divers sucking life-giving
air from a small rubber tube. jt's
the closest thing to heaven
on Earth. For those who
would rather not don scuba
gear. it offers a marvellous
snorkel experience. And for
those who don't even want
to get wet, glass-bottom
boats reveal a view unparal-
leled anywhere on the plan-
et.

Scientists believe the reef
had begun forming two mil-
lion years ago. when the sea
level was far below its cur-
rent height. As the sea rose.
perhaps because of melting
ice caps or land subsidence.
it flooded rocky shorelines,
offering a surface on which
coral could take root and grow

SKELETONS: The basic struc-
ture of the reef is the skeletons of
millions of tiny sea animals we
call corals. Corals consist of a
mouth and stomach surrounded
by a ring of stinging tentacles.
calied a polyp. encased in a lime-
stone cup which the animals pro-
duce. During the daylight hours,
and when threatened by preda-
tors, the tentacles are withdrawn
into the limestone cup. At night.
corals feed. for the most part. on
tiny algae plants called zooxan-
thellae that grow among the lime-
stone structures. The plants are
fertilized by coral waste. but
since the algae require sunlight
to convert food into energy, coral
reefs rarely are found more than
27 metres (90 feet) below the sur-
face. the limit of sunlight pene.
trate.

Seeing the Great Barrier Reel
close up has become much easier
in recent years.

Along the length of the Great
Barrier Reef, there are 300
islands, some litte more than
coral outcroppings on which bird
guano has created a base on

which trees and foliage can live.

Visits to many of these islands,
for a day of scuba diving,
snorkelling or sunbathing. are
available by a flotilla of boats in
dozens of shoreline cities along
the Queensland coast, from
Bundaberg to Cairns.

On 24 of the larger islands. the
government of Australia has per-
mitted the construction of hotel
and camping facilities for
overnight visits. The reef. since
1976. is part of the Great Barricr
Reef Marine Park, and govern-
ment permission is required for
hotel construction.

Three of those islands are locat-

° ed atop the Reef: Green Island 15 a

12-hectare (30-acre) coral cay with
accomunodations for B0 guests.

Reef fish are accustomed to human visitors.

Heron Island is 16 hectares (40
acres) with facilities for 220
guests: and Lady Eilivt Island is
44 hectares (110 acres) with cab-
ins and tents for 136 guests.

Three other islands within easy
launch range of the Reef operate
as exclusive resorts. Lizard
Island, the Reef's northernmost
resort island. is a favorite with
British royaity and with black
marlin fishermen who Nlock there
for the annual October fishing
classic. Accommodations for a
maximum of 64 guests, in private
suites, include all meals, water
sports. and tennis courts on the
1.000-hectare (2.500-acre) island,
reached by daily flights from
Cairns.

Bedarra island offers 16 air con-
ditioned suits. Accommodations
include gourmet food and wines
and other beverages. as well as al}
facilities for water sports and
other activities. Orpheus Island
has accommodations for 50 guests
in individual villas, and includes
diving. snorkelling and other
water sports. All three are adult-
only resorts, without television or
telephones. This exclusive
remoteness is probably the prime
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attraction.

Another way is to
view the Great Barrier
Reef is to cruise the length of the
northern portion in comfort and
style aboard the M/V Reef
Escape, a small, quite elegant
cruise ship operated by
Captain Cook Cruises
It sails from Cairns on
a twice-weekly sched-
ule.

The ship carries 156
passengers but usually
sails with far fewer.
Accommodations. even
in rather small cabins.
are excellent. Since the
longest cruise leg is
only four days. ali the
food is fresh, and deli
ciously prepared.
Instructions and
gear are offered
for snorkelling
and scuba diving.
and the service,
by a young.
enthusiastic
crew, is impecca-
ble. A lively bar C
and on-board
entertainment is part of the The M/V Reef Escape. » smal
mix. the northern part of the reef ©

Cairns. the gateway to the out of Cairns.
northern Great Barrier
Reef. is a smal} and rather
nondescript town
of about 90,000
with a good har-
bor and a small. mod-
ern intermational air-
port. It came into
prominence when it
was chosen. in the late
1800s as the port termi-
nus for the 12.6-kilome-
tre Kuranda railway.
connecting the city
with tin mines and
lumber areas.

Today. the railroad
continues 1o operate as
4 tourist attraction.
However, it's » crowd-
ed, bumpy, boring one-
and-a-half hour train
ride of little scenic
value. .

The major attraction o
in Kuranda, termed the
Vilage nda. Snorkellers pesr down at spectaculsr coral
Rainforest. is the
Tjapukai Dance Theatre. a 300-
seat air conditioned facility in
which a one-hour Aboriginal
music and dance performance is
presented twice daily. Also worth
visiting is the Australian
Butterfly Sanctuary. which
claims to be the world's largest
butterfly aviary. with about 2,500
specimens in free-flight

wba divers sxplore Australl:
of the most-visited natural att
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Variety of Australian meals won’t ¢ | THE HOUSTON POST
. ry o /- 28-33

ATING IN A san
umhsﬁe-

'“ud )qledn:iﬁndn
pepper panctus
with a parfait of puresd wattle  Pish Cafe (pronounced “ uﬂ ched in 1 2
s00d and tahini Anise laa float.  Johe Slowar opaned the first ome :,'.u’a'.uupuum':' ,'u;' 2ol Llnale. i
ing loca? lil} in Melbourse, Lo resembie Aws-  Ravioll stuffed with tiay bay bourne's Teorak Roed set up an
west) w flab-and-chips shogs from mﬂww shredded  Pagt-mests-Wast meal that
1 won't say I went back for sec-  that decade. He serves damper of  goep-fried julisnne of ook Scal- ghould have recninded me of Cali
onds. but the picnic was a boid in-  bush bread, once baked in a lop sbelis had been stesped in oll gornis 1t dide't Besides a ver
troductios to Dutch ovea over coals, oysters o make aa infusion hat gave the  yigq of Peking duck, pancakes
contrast, a few hours later | from the George River, grilied  whole dish » sublle scaliop fla- dipping sauces and
sat in La Trianon sced an octopus and craband spicy  yor, marinated ocese erad and mus-
« lc'l,y“l’;wmae '!.:‘”“'“""‘W'l‘“ Baby (20 days old) lamb,one sals, there was honey-coated
owner Doyle described ‘W“m chop of a singie tender, rare bite,  lamb. Foer chops of two bites
his cooking as “French-based t sounds like & genuine Aus-  googared on — what eise? — aach arrived with » crackling
m:gmuu-mwgn mbmammw lamb's lettuce. Its swestbread,  crisp skin, sambal and ncodjes.
they in Fraace sow. e buzrword ween barely sauteed, was anbther bite.  Crusty'breed and butter puddi
mw-:nlume ing p p and We were i 8 cTeme patisserie with tamar.
“‘.MM:MWH"U:!Y “m"‘:'w""‘uhmﬂm~ Mains now: Squad, rare and as- illos (tree tomatoes) wound up 2
Eagland and Egrope. Main count g sertively gamey, posed oo meal that said Australia, even
courses are called jus that. 1 did notice that the chips braised cabbage Melbourne
Le Triano's smoked Tasma.  (french fries) were superd. Ouce . ’
nian salmon with Sevruga caviar 3 thick, (asteless beer batter was
®oald bave played anywhere. potled away, the fish (shark) in-
M aod chives floated in  Side
8 dulicate quail-and-chicken- moist and full of flavor. A char:
consomme. Usussal doanay was served o cold |
trotters wrapped ia cawl] couldn’t tell what i tasted like
t s were scented watll the end of the meal.
with spice, tender, such

potato circle.
Az ssexciting Feuillantine ¢y, stands Awstralian shiraz, as

ries. shiras at
The most exciting desert [ st Brown's, in Melbourne, with
found ia the country, lemoa ice restasrant reviewer Staphen

cTeam with saffron, came from  Downes.

the Sydaey kitchen of Kirsty “Australian food,” be said, “is
McKentie,  friend aad as out. 8 mix of sfamiliar, raw and
standing Australian food writer.  ceoked, roasted and

2 grilled. Plat-
“1 warmed » few threads of ing (presentatien) is important.
Sl b » o it
1 to dilute lemon curd and frose Thisisa with Freach
“ Kl"lmlu“"m .
Kristy's grilled lamb chops and vocal .
big green salad tasted like home. “A challenge of ingredients,”
Awstralians eat as moch salad  Downes called it. He reviews res-
as Californians. Libby Bubrich taurants all ever Australia for
., the Financial Review, the
smoked Lrout, smoked salmon, Sunday edition of The and
wine and cookies along for a bush  monthly for Australian rmet
walk around Sydney Harbor Sbe  Traveler.
doas these professionally for Prassed for examples of Aus-
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Sydney’s penal colony

bas been chiseled into

a charming tourist district
that's perfect to explore on foot

By STANTON H. PATTY  ([x.. /<~
Conespondent

—-\ ) hey serve history on the Rocks here and it
L g

goes down mighty smooth.

p v { The Rocks is the lively neighborhood in

‘ - f the heart of downtown Sydney where Aus-

' Y tralia was born.

, /? With its charming mix of galleries, craft
o centers, restaurants and pubs along tangies
A& of meandering streets decked with dozens

of origina! buildings, the Rocks is perfect
for strolling.

But, how things have changed. It was here in Sydney
Cove, on a January evening in 1788, that a fleet of convict
ships from England delivered a cargo of human misery.

Aboard were 757 prisoners who had been sent away for
life to a far-away penal colony that would be called Aus-
tralia.

Before dark, the convicts were clearing ground for shel-
ters on the sandstone bluffs that gave the Rocks its name.

Logs of the 11 ships carefully listed the rest of the con-
tingent: a military escort of 200 guards, plus 28 women, 14
children, four cattle, six horses, 44 sheep and sundry fowl
and pigs.

Thus a nation was founded.

Today, many of Australia’s famous families trace their
beginnings to that grim event. “And with a great deal of
pride,” says Joanna McDonald, a Rocks walking-tour guide.

“Oh, by the way, Yanks,” McDonald adds with a grin,
“your American Revolution had a part in making all this
happen."

It seems that when King George 111 lost the war to the
Colonies, England had to find a new dumping ground for
criminals and political agitators. Australia — 15,000 sea
miles and eight months by sail from Britain — was the
choice.

S -

] STAON M. AmISp.cu‘ | to the Times
SKYSCRAPERS tower over Sydney's harbor where visitors stroli
Authors' Walk, honoring those who wrote about the former convict

Another slice of irony: Capt. William Bligh, who lost the
Bounty to a band of mutineers, was one of the early gover-
nors of the new colony.

Bligh's run of bad luck followed him to the Rocks in
1805. Rum-swilling soldiers defied his strong-discipline
methods and got him fired.

“Actually, Capt. Bligh was a much-maligned person,”
McDonald says. “He’s very much a part of our history.”

Now, near Bligh's scowling statue on the green by Syd-
ney Cove, tourists board a full-scale replica of the Bounty
for cruises around one of the world's most beautiful
harbors.

The fare is $20 (Australian) a pop, mate.

Maybe Bligh should have considered a career as a sight-
seeing skipper,

Visitors have no trouble getting their bearings. The
Rocks is squeezed between two of the city’s best-known
landmarks — the Sydney Opera House, with its dramatic
roofline of ceramic sails, and the 440-foot-high sweep of the

colony turned into a nation.

Harbour Bridge.

Every Saturday and Sunday (10 a.m. to 5 p.m.) the area
tums into the Rocks Market, with more than 100 vendors
offering items from antiques tc kitchen gadgets. And in the
evening the Focks rocks to the beat of Freshly Squeezed
Fanatics, Jome Rule, the Murrumbidgee Rattlers and other
groups.

This is where Sydney's heart beats fastest. “But we ai-
most lost it all,” says McDonald.

What happened was that as Sydney boomed, the Rocks
fell into decay. By the 1960s, the historic district was a
seedy and rowdy slum area with few permanent resjgdents.

Ploase see SYDNEY, Page 2
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With its distinctive Opera House
framed by the harbor bridge, Sydney
shimmers like an emerold city.
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All the Wonder

Down Under

By Roger Cox,
Contributing Editor
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I%Nl PERCHED ATOP THE 1,100-FOOT
dome of Ayers Rock, scanning the desert of
Australia’s Red Centre for signs of life, intelli-
gent or otherwise. In the twilight just before
sunrise, there isn't a kangaroo, camel or tour-
ist to be seen, just mile after mile of rust-
colored sand tufted with clumps of grass-like
spinifex. Still, a strange, even forbidding,
quality permeates this desolate heart of the
Australian continent, and for the moment I
seem to have it all to myself.

Long before such movies as “My Brilliant
Career,” “The Last Wave” and the apocalyptic
Mad Max series, I had wanted to visit Austra-

RO DE WYL CHARLEY, HOWMAN




LEQ OE WYS INC /LEQ DE WYS

kil
= ,‘-
)

s
Z
\@

N3

s
1
i

N ‘(/
4

;‘:\
(i

W
et

o

N
N
)

Ayers Rock (top) and aboriginal art.

lia. The island continent seemed
at once familiar and exotic, an
alluring destination that encom-
passed both outback deserts and
marine wonderlands, cosmopol-
itan cities and not-to-be-found-
elsewhere wildlife. What's more,
it had a summer climate in the
dead of the Northe:n Hemi-
sphere winter, a favorable ex-
change rate and the most specta-
tor-friendly of all the Grand
Slam tournaments (see "No
Worries, Mate: Your Ticket to

an and New Zealand pass- [N \'

have s visa 0 vist Aus-

the Australian Open” on page
68). A vacation Down Under
seemed to hold out the rare
promise of exotic adventure
without the obstacles of severe
cultural disorientation and a
completely foreign language.
Australia begins in Sydney. In-
stantly recognizable by the bil-
lowed-sail architecture of its Op-
era House, Down Under's largest
city sprawls along both sides of a
many-splendored harbor.
Founded in 1788 as a British pe-

TENNIS e DECEMBER 1993 e W'()S
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Sydney's R;Rts section (foreground)
tries to retain an old-world feel.

Traveling

Down Under

How to get there. Eight airlines cur-
rently offer service between Los An-
geles (the principal U.S. gateway) and
Sydney: Air France, Air New Zealand,
All Nippon Airways, Canadian Air-
lines, Northwest, Polynesian, Qantas
and United. January fares on a 21-day
advance booking begin at $958 round
trip from Los Angeles.

How to get around. Given the dis-
tances within Australia, it usually’
makes sense to fly from city to city
(although if you have more time,
check out the rail and bus passes,
which permit unlimited travel for ex-
tended periods at a fixed price). Some
international airlines offer multistop
fares, which let you visit more than
one city in Australia and/or such
places as Hawaii, Fiji, Tahiti and New
Zealand en route. In addition, Austra-

lia's domestic airines offer interna-
tional visitors special discounted fares
and passes, many of which must be
purchased before you leave the U.S.
The “How to Plan Your Aussie Vaca-
tion” section of the “Destination Aus-
tralia” guide lays out the basics.

[ TW_N

nal colony, Svdnev nonetheless
resembles California in its mod-
ern architecture, unpretentious
lifestyle and unabashed sensual-
ity. Only the historic Rocks scc-
tion, the site of the original set-
tlement, retains the feel of “old”
Sydney, though its restored
19th-centurv sandstone build-
ings now house pubs, trendy res-
taurants and shops rather than
transported criminals. On anv
fine day locals flock to famous Pa-
cific surfing beaches like Manly
and Bondi or join tourists at out-
door cafés in the Rocks or newly
developed Darling Harbour.

A kind of vouthful insouciance
makes Svdnev instantly appeal-
ing, something that cannot be
said for its archrival Mclboumne.
The most European of the cities
Down Under, the capital of Vic-
toria dresses sensibly in turn-of-
the-century architecture, care-
fullv accessorized with parks
and broad boulevards.

Yet this financial and cultural
capital turns out not to be at all
the stodgy metropolis it first ap-
pears. The same 3 million resi-
dents who support Melbourne's
art galleries, theater and opera
also go bonkers over tennis,
cricket, horse racing and that or-
ganized mavhem known as Aus-
tralian rules football. Its siliy
Yarra River lacks the charm of
the Sceine, vet Metbourne shares
with Paris an enthusiasm for
fashion and fine food. Ethnic
W-66 - TEnNIs -
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<2
restaurafits abound. Each of
Mclbourne’s neighborhoods has .
individual character, from
trendy South Yarra to the caf¢
socicty of Brunswick Strect. A
supcerb and very inexpensive sys-
tem of trams and buses links all
of this together, including Flin-
ders Park, the site of the Austra-
lian Open, immediately outside |
the central business district. '

To travel from Svdney or Mel-
bourne to the outback or Great
Barricr Reef seems less like a
trip into another part of the
country than a journcy between
worlds. The Australian interior
is a place of astonishing empti-
ness. As vast as all of the U.S.
west of the Mississippi, it em-
braces not only the famous land-
mark of Avers Rock but also the
rounded hills called the Bungle
Bungles in the Kimberley Re-
gion on the northwest coast and
the Nullabor Plain—so flat and
featureless vou can sec the cur-
vature of the Earth.

The Great Barrier Reef, mean-
while, is a wilderness of an ¢n-
tirely different order. This natu-
ral wonder extends for 1,250
miles off Australia’s cast coast—
or roughly the distance from
New York Citv to Miami. Alto-
gether it comprises a seemingly
limitless natural aquarium
where an abundance of strange
and cxotic creatures traffics
through luxuriant coral gardens.
Much of its most colorful reef
lifc occurs in relatively shallow
water, where it is accessible not
onlv to scuba divers but also to
snorkelers.

The Great Barrier Reef and
the outback, Svdney and Mcl-
bourne initially drew me to Aus-
tralia. But I later found ways to
get back, to revisit favorite
places and explore new ones,
from the Barossa Valley wine
district outside Adclaide to the
rain forest behind Brisbane and
the bush outside Alice Springs.
And vet, ceven after half a dozen
trips, I've managed only an in-
troduction to Tasmania and
have vet to visit Perth.

So much seems undone, even
if 1 have had Avers Rock all to
myvsell at sunrisc. ,

LINNIS c DECEMBIR (s« W-67
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Last January | stopped by the Austra-
lian Open ticket office in Flinders Park
on the first day of the tournament. On
that Monday, tickets still were avail-
able for every session except the
men's final. The same was true on
Monday of the second week. In addi-
tion to regular tickets, there also were
grounds passes entitling you to ac-
Cess to alt but the Centre Court. At that
time, prices for the early rounds
ranged from about $9 U.S. for grounds

ur Ticket to the Australian -Open
' ‘passes 1o $14 for day tickets. A ticket =
to the men’s final was about $53 U.S. . from Janu

.. Prices for seats at Centre Court are

‘the same whether the seat is in the X
first row or the last. Since all have -
.goodviews,manypeopleactuallypte- .
fermeuppermostrmvsduringmeday »
since they are under the shade of the :

overhang. In any case, until the last

few days of the tournament no one

checks that you're sitting in the seat

you paid for. Spectators can move
A

\

Australia

FRED MULLANE/TENMIS MAGAZINE
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T lae marvelous land

eyond the gates of Flinders Park, an entire continent

B awaits, wild and original, untamed by the 20th
century. Here are a few of the indigenous joys to be found
. on a journey

Down Under.
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In Australia, the wildlife is SISHINCSINE Koala
bears, kangaroos, kookaburras, wallabies, wombats
and platypi—the Outback offers a billion-acre
bestiary that never fails to astound.

There are many fine Australian vineyards
and breweries, but few can deliver the

like Carlton Brewery,
home to Victoria Bitters and the native
curiosity known as Vegemite.

Forget the Kentucky Derby. When the
Melbourne Cup is on, an entire

country shuts down and indulges in

e sigh

of thoroughbreds in a dead heat.

For nothing beats it.
Visitors to Phillip Island can set their clocks
by the Penguin Parade, when the birds
come ashore by the thousands—dressed in
their Sunday best.

After traveling the seven seas, many a sailor
will settle down in the Whitsunday Islands.
The winds are perfect, the waters tranquil and

SLERRUREIFISRING is always beckoning on

the starboard side.

grows not from flights of fancy but

from the land itself. For classic flair with a
decidedly practical edge, Dryz-a-Bone coats curt
an image of Australian pioneering—elegant,
dashing and rugged.

It's been photographed. scaled, measured, written
up and seen. But when sunrise touches

LIS IFU SRR IRILE of Ayers Rock, the dawn of

creation still seems to rise for the very firse time.

Aboriginal culture lives on throughout Australia,
in rock paintings, in the didgeridoo, in stories
retold for 10.000 years. Step out of the 20th

NN SEDERIE the marvel of the Dreamume.
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Just below the surface of the clear blue sea lies an

underground kingdom. The Great Barrier Reef,

unsurpassed in its [RILAURNOICIRIINE is available to

anyone with scuba gear and guts.

In spring, Melbourne is transformed from a city of
gray into a lush metropolis. Not only do the

Melbourne Botanical Gardens

every nook and cranny erupts with greenery.

The ferries on Sydney Harbor extend the city
ouc toward the ocean itself. Take one to Bondi
Beach tor some sun or just sit back and enjoy a

view of the Sydney Opera House FIIEUROEU RIS



asmania offers

Australia’s other

outback, a rolling

countryside of cen-
turies-old woods, waterfalls,
swift rivers, and craggy
mountains that present an
appealing but very different
landscape from the red rocks
and crocodiles of northern
Australia. This island state,
located off the southern tip
of the mainland just an
hour’s flight from Mel-
bourne, yields up a host of
pastoral pleasures to renew
even the most burned-out of
city dwellers.

Northwest Tasmania fea-
tures acres of ancient rain
forest, moorlands, and lakes,
all part of a large Wilder-
ness World Heritage area
that has been internation-
ally designated to preserve
the natural and cultural
beauty of the earth. Here
wild wallabies thump
through the tall grass to-
ward your side, and pristine
lakes reflect the towering
mountain peaks.

In the southeast, the sur-
rounding countryside yields
up sheep meadows,
well-tended fields, wildlife
parks, along with arespected

| TRAVELSCOIE BB

TASMANIAS
AvusTRALIA’S OTHER OUuTBACK

By Candyce H. Stapen

ty .
a |

winery.The capital city,
Hobart, charms visitors with
its harbor, inns, and good
shopping. With good airfares
available, and Australia’s
warm summer weather
starting in November, now
is the time to plan to travel
across Tasmania.

Visit Cradle Mountain in
the northwest first. Part of a
3.5-million-acre Wilderness
World Heritage area, the

Feeding a pair of wallabies. Photo: CH. Stapen

signs here urge you to “Take
only photographs, leave only
footprints.” You will lose
your heart to the wallabies.
Looking to the uninitiated
just like kangaroos, walla-
bies are slightly smaller. Go
bushwalking (Australian for
hiking) along the slopes
dense with wheat-colored
buttongrass, and bunches of
these bouncing beauties hop
along after you. Within min-

utes, these friendly jumpers
gently eat apples from your
hand (don’t ever feed bread
which causes them to suffer
with a disease known as
“lumpy jaw").

Drawing only 160,000
visitorsayear, Cradle Moun-
tain is never crowded. Here
the forest, thick with tall
myrtle, pine, and eucalyp-
tus trees, evokes a primeval
power. As you hike, the light
playsupon the leaves, creat-
ing more shades of green
than you ever imagined. Af-
ter the frequent rain show-
ers, the rush of waterfalls
lures you along the paths
laced with ribbons of moss,
the woods fill with an an-
cient aroma of mint, and a
fine mist creates an inviting
aura of mystery.

While enchanting, this
forestis accessible. There are
walks for every ability,
including day-long chal-
lenging hikes up steep
mountain ridges, half-day
treks through moors and
hillsides, as well as easy
half-hour meanders along a
boardwalk built through a
waterfall-laden thicket. This
is perfect for disabled visi-
tors, and parents pushing

I
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strollers.

Lake Dove, whose waters
mirror the dolerite mountain
peaks at its shores, offers
several good rambles, as well
as being a peaceful place for
contemplation and watching
the birds. This is also a good
spot for a picnic lunch. For
information about the area,
call the Cradle Mountain
Visitor Centre, 011-61-04-
92-1133.

Cradle Mountain Lodge,
in the heart of this wilder-
ness, offers country- comfort-
ablelodging as well asguided
walks, mountain climbing,
canoeing, and abseiling (Aus-
tralian for rappelling). Each
day, you sign up for the com-
plimentary 1 1/2 hourto 3 I/
2 hour hikes led by staff, or
you grab a map and take off
on your own.

Operated by P&O Resorts,
the lodge offers 76 appropri-
ately rustic-looking cabins
with wood stoves, full kitch-
ens, and combination living
and sleeping areas qutfitted
with pine beds. But some
cabins also boast mountain
views and Jacuzzis. Served
family style, the food at
Cradle Mountain Lodge is
as hearty as the landscape,
and the full meal plan at
around US$ 37 daily is a
bargain. To start there’s
always a fresh home-baked
bread followed by ample
entrees which include
such specialties as Cradle
Mountain pie (beef and
vegetables in pastry), and
rainbow trout, all served
with generous helpings of
potatoes.

At9:00 p.m.,the manager

puts out carrots and apples
for the possums who liter-
ally hang out on the porch.
As you watch them munch
these snacks, you can pet
their soft thick grayish fur,
and then listen as these
ring-eyed wonders go bump
into the night.

During school holidays
and Australian summer,
Cradle Mountain Lodge
hosts special activities for

169/Fall Winter 1993

children, including wombat
hunts, rain-forest walks,
games, and kids’ dinners.
You will be charmed by this
moderately priced retreat.
(Cradle Mountain Lodge:
tel. 011-61-04-92-1303 or
408-685-8902 for U.S.
resevations).

It's a full day's drive,
about six hours, from Cradle
Mountain Lodge in the
northwest to Hobart in the
southeast. A good place to
stop for the night is in
Launceston at The Old
Bakery Inn, a cleverly
converted 1870 bakery (011-
61-03-31-7900). The pleas-
ant rooms feature floral
wallpaper, chintz bed-
spreads, iron and brass beds
(some are antiques), along
with such comforts as
refrigerators, coffee pots,
and private baths. Nearby,
Shrimps, at 72 George St.,
offers generous portions
of fresh seafood.

From here to Hobart,
sheep meadows, rolling
pastureland, and rivers
separate the small towns.
The village of Ross, proud
of its picturesque 1836
stone bridge and its 19th
century cottages, features
a wool center with some
pricey sweaters, and also
an interesting exhibit
about wool gathering and
grading.

On the way to Hobart,
don’t miss the Bonorong
Park Wildlife Centre, about
20 miles north of Hobart,
where kangaroos as well as
wallabies range free. Buy
some pellets at the gift shop
to enjoy hand-feeding these
friendly animals. At about
1:30 p.m. the koalas, who
sleep more than 20 hours a
day, lazily uncurl their
heads from their tree posts
to munch at the eucalyptus
leaves offered by the rang-
ers. This small, but inter-
esting park also features
such other Aussie natural
wonders as wombats, emus,
echidnas, and Tasmanian
...continued p. 173

. « « Tasmania,
from p. 169

Devils, a cat-size, pot-bellied animal
with a pink-tinged muzzle and fierce
teeth. (011-61-02-68-1184).

Linger for lunch and a glass of wine
at the Moorilla Estate, about six miles
north of Hobart.

Hobart curls around its picturesque
harbor along the Derwent River. The
sandstone buildings date from the
whaling days of the 1830’s. On Satur-
day mornings, Salamanca Place, near
the waterfront, comes to life as

. . continued p. 176
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from p. 173

an open-air market. Rows
of vendors sell flowers,
sweaters, pottery, leather
crafts, and an array of other
goods. For more souvenirs,
browse the bookstores, and
sweater shops that line the
harbor.

About 25 minutes from
town, and 15 minutes from
the airport, Prospect House,
in the village of Richmond,
offers welcominglodging and
good food in an historic
home. This hilltop manor,
built in 1830 by convict la-
bor, was converted to an inn
by Michael Buscombe,
-} great-great grandson of the
original owner. Tastefully
decorated with oriental rugs
and marble fireplaces, the
inn features 11 rooms cre-
ated from a converted hay-
loft and outbuildings. These
ring a courtyard replete with
weeping willows and a grape
arbor. Stroll the 23 acres,
play tennis, or simply enjoy
the peacefulness. Prospect
House serves lunch and din-
ner. Specialties include
fettucine with mushrooms,
pan-fried trout, and home-
made blueberry tart.

Romantic and relaxing,

Prospect House also wel-
comes families. The family
suite offers plenty of room
with a parlor, three beds for
kids, plus a master bedroom,
and private bath. (Rates:
about US$130-$150 double;
about US$160 for five in the
family suite. phone: 011-61-
02-62-2207).

You will long remember
Tasmania. Here the other
outback unfurls its pleasing
countryside, a pastiche of
wild forests, rugged moun-
tains, rivers, and farmlands.

Several tour operators
offer guided trips: Market-
ing through Tasmania
(800-2-TASMANTIA) fea-
tures a wide range of pro-
gramsin Tasmania. Ameri-
can Wilderness Experi-
ence, 800-444-0099, has a
trek through Tasmania, a
bicycle tour, and a combina-
tion walking and cycling
tour.

For information about
additional programsand
tour operators, see the
Geographical Index un-
der “Tasmania.”

For more information
about Australia, contact
the Australian Tourist
Commission, 800-333
-0262.



Condyce H. Stapen

Globe Pequot Press, P.O. Box 833, Old Saybrook. CT 06475

(800) 243-0495

Happy holidays, and best wishes for wonderful journeys

Thanks for providing information.
Can you suggest any places that may
be interested in this book?

Please keep me informed of events.

3120 Quesado St. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20015
Tel. (202) 362-1433
FAX (202) 364-09%8
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Antique bike race

pedals old-time fun '

"BY BETSA MARSH
The Cincinnati Enquirer

EVANDALE, Tasmania — The
riders blitzed by in the obligatory
neon blur, chartreuse helmets,
fuchsia spandex and electric blue
running shoes. But at 7 feet above
- the course, it’s clear these were no
+ Tour de France commandos hug-

ging aerodynamic handlebars, but
. rather hobby cyclists with a well-
* rounded sense of adventure.

' The gliding giants were -the
+ stars of the National Penny Far-
" thing Championships in the tiny
. village of Evandale in Tasmania,
* the vest-pocket island off the
- southern tip of Australia. Their
bikes, which had their heyday in
* the 1880s, were dubbed penny
** farthings for their wheel ratio: a
- 19th-century penny was about four
. times the size of a farthing coin.
* Brits call them bone-shakers, and
« the French, velocipedes. The un-
. initiated call them impossible.
> - The Australian national champi-
. onship, now rolling into its 12th
" year, is the centerpiece of the
+ Evandale Village Fair in February.
. The schedule is full of children’s,
. slalom and slow races, in which the
~ last, skillful rider wins. Now, it’s
_time for the charity run.
Strapping young men and wom-
. en from every church youth group,
- agricultural association and school
team up for a foot race on the
" triangular course through fown.

They jump on the bone-shakers

. and. tear off for a few laps, then
-drop the bikes, pick up wheelbar-
& rows of wheat and, finally, ditch
‘the wheelbarrows and run on foot
with the overstuffed bags. It's
‘great, silly fun, and soon, even
= visitors from as far away as Europe
2 %nd the United States are cheering
b4 }m their adopted teams.

9."".

Betsa Marsh for The Cincinnati Enquirer
Bob Balcomb brought his penny
farthing from Findlay, Ohio, for
the Evandale festivities and the
week-long Great Tasmania Bike
Rider afterward.

heritage.

The retired graphics arts man-
ager flew all the way from Findlay,
Ohio, for the friendly competition
in Evandale, followed by the week-
long Great Tasmania Bike Ride.

While not a racer, Balcomb has
clocked thousands of miles, both on
a modern bike and a reptoductlon
penny farthmg

“] was in the relay, and our
team came in fifth out of seven,”
‘says Balcomb, governor-appointed
chairman of the Ohio Bicycle Advi-
sory Council. “We dnd pretty well
for three old geezers.’

Balcomb struggled up Tasma-
nia’s brutal terrain during the
Great Tasmania Bike Ride — it's
not called Bust Me Gall Hill for
nothing.

Lnke many of the Amerm cy-
clists who dismantled and shiped
their handmade bikes to Tasmania,

“Devil of a time m Tasmama

shipped over, the cost would be
absolutely prohibitive for them.”
Balcomb said.

Although there’s a mix of repro-
duction and antique bikes, most of

the racers were authentic replicas.

“Or,” coordinator Di Sullivan said
of the original bone-shakers now
racing, “‘they’ve had quite a bit of
restoration. It’s really safer, at the

speeds they go.”
They’re off

When it was time for the one-
mile Devon Hills National Penny
Farthing Championship, eight rac-
ers lined up, gulped A breath, and
prepared for that first big hop onto
that tiny, unforgiving seat.

Leaning into the bales of hay
that line the course, the spectators
waited for lan Armstrong to raise
his elegant sleeve and drop the
starting flag. They're off!

“I've been a rider all my life,
and now, at age 50, I see a graceful
retirement to bemg a. starter and -
auctioneer,” Armstrong said. ‘“T’ll
Jeave the sprints to the 20-year-
olds.”

Known as Mr. Penny Farthing,
Armstrong is constantly picking up
the phone to be told, “I have one of
those bikes in my attic.” With
more than 80 penny farthings in
his collection, he’s ready to ride in
any parade or festival at the drop
of an invitation.

“The penny farthing has a
one-to-one ratio, so that one turn
of the pedal equals one turn of the
wheel,” he said. “So, by making
the wheel bigger, t.hey got more
distance. They're really quite well-
engineered, and it’s a pleasure to
ride them. Like a well-tuned car.”

That pleasure was increased

. e
? :‘All the way from Findlay
e i Each year, the nostalgic pull of
$ 2he unlikely looking penny farthing
® draws Americans both-as specta-
¢ ‘tors and as riders. This year, three
s Yanks, including two in the veteran
¢ riders group, brought their bone- -
' ‘shakers to Tassie‘(islanders’ name
s ‘for Tasmania). : one of the riders.

“This is the first time I've ever “If they ordered one and had it

Faced a bike,” said Bob Balcomb, d

fnational commander of the 12,500~

‘member Wheelmen association, a°

‘high-wheeling group dedicated to .

'preservmg America’s bicycling

Balcomb sold his to a new Aussie
pal at the end of his holiday.
“Lowell Kennedy of Defiance,
Ohio, makes these, and I've had
mine about six years,” Balcomb
said. ‘““New, it cost me about‘
$2,800.” He will sell it at cost to;

ORFY
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Betsa Marsh for The Cincinnati Enquirer
. Penny farthing cyclists roar through Evandale, Tasmania, on a triangular course past the village pub.

when the first rider crossing under
Armstrong’s checkered flag was
local butcher Phil Tuck. The crowd
in Evandale put some extra gusto
into the cheers.

Evandale may be the perfect
spot on earth for this race. A tiny
hamlet of 2,200, the town was
settled in 1836, and most villagers
get into the pioneer spirit — and
costume — for the party.

The Evandale Village Fair feels
like an English country fete. There
are pony rides, bagpipe bands,
Highland dancers, antique cars and
a chugging steam thresher.

In between races, you can wan-
der among the craft and bake sale
booths, or stop for a sausage filled
with cheese, chutney and bacon,
served with potato cake and fried
onion on bread — all for $2.80.

It's a magical day out of time,
spinning wheels within wheels of
fresh fun from our great-grandpar-
ents’ old toys.

if you go

To stay with the
old-fashioned racing theme,
some travelers to the National
Penny Farthing Championships
book an.1840s room at the
restored Racecourse Private
Hotel in nearby Longford.

“in Australia, it's very rare for
anyone to get inside a home this
old, and certainly rare for anyone
to stay in one,” innkeeper Mary
Rutledge says. “It gives me
pleasure to watch other people
taking pleasure in it. This
building is quite a treasure.”

The historic brick hotel,
aimost barricaded at the front
door with a mighty hawthorn
hedge and a fecund peach tree,
was a popular stopover when
the Longford race track held a
fulf calendar of meets. Now, New
Year's Day is the only race, and
people come from ali over
Tasmania to rent a room, pack a

Hotel, 114 Maribor

picnic and head to the course in
the bright summer sunshine.

Bed and breakfast, including
bacon and eggs, fresh orange
juice, homemadejam, and fruit
from the Rutiedge garden, is $90
for a double.

The Racecourse Private
h St.,

, Tasmania 7301. Local
phone 003-91-2352.

The 12th annual National
Penny Farthing Championship is
Feb. 26, 1994, in Evandale.
Qantas Airways fiies to
Melbourne from Los Angeles,
800-227-4500.

For a free Destination:
Australia book, call the
Australian Tourist Board at
800- . Contact a local
travel agent for additional
information.

— Betsa Marsh
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C’est & partir du 2 octobre
que Northwest Airlines
proposera trois vols par
Jour pour Boston au
départ de Dorval:
9h,14het 19h 45
pour Ualler; 7 h, midi et
17 h pour le retour. Tarif
de lancemeni: 89 § l'aller.
Les tarifs-excursions pour
les destinations du réseau
américain sont réduits
de 30 %.

Tél.: (514) 254-3684.

La nouvelle édition de
Travel Trade Manual,
publié par I'Office de
tourisme de Ulrlande du
Nord, est maintenan
disponible au Canada.
On y trouve aussi bien des
renseignements sur les
transports aérien et
Jerroviaire, que sur le golf,
la péche, la généalogie.
Tél.: (416) 925-6328.
Teléc.: (416) 961-2175.

Restours, le systéme
informatique dont est
équipé Vacances Air
Transat, offre un nouveau
produit appelé Leisurlink.
On peut y faire des

_ réservations, consulter la
disponibilizé, lire les
renseignements sur les
propriétés de Vacances Air
Transat, prendre
connaissance des spéciaux
et des nouveautés du
voyagiste. Un maximum
de deux heures est requis
pour la formation.
Teél.: (514) 987-1616.
Téléc.: (514) 987-1618.

Destination

[Australie
attire les
Canadiens

Depuis les dix dernigres années,
le nombre de visiteurs en
Australie a triplé. En 1992, pr2s
de 50 000 Canadiens s’y sont
rendus. La Commission touris-
tique australienne aimerait bien
que, d’ici I’an 2000, un peu plus
de 130 000 visas soient émis a
des Canadiens chaque année.
C’est ce qui ressort de la foire
touristique qui a eu lieu
dernierement 2 Sydney.

Lors de cette rencontre interna-
tionale, la Commission touris-
tique australienne a fourni un
rapport statistique qui se lit
comme suit: 55 % des Cana-
diens vont en Australie pour des
vacances et aiment y aller pour
de longues périodes, en
moyenne pour 48 jours. Les

45% restant y vont ensuite, par
ordre de priorité, pour visiter
familles et amis, pour affaires ou
d’autres raisons: événements
sportifs ou artistiques.

En ce moment, le pays des
kangourous est beaucoup visité
pour son écotourisme: la brousse
dans les temitoires du nord, le
désert au centre du pays ou les
foréts tropicales et la barriere de
corail dans I'est. L’écotourisme
est un atout qui attire les
Canadiens.

En 1994, I'année touristique
aura pour theme «A la décou-

Da T s stridien

Ceancoe les visies afair

Den 4 ceux quu

ac au dos. Un pet
3 des Canadiens qui
TANS CF ])ay\
1. On a dong
endroits peu chers
pour e loger. Des moyvens de
irans »ort & ces colts accessibles
ont aussi ¢4 mis en place pour
pemeltre aux vovageurs
d'explerer fucilement les grands
espaces. - logement 2 la ferme
ou sous formie de bed & breakfast
est d'ailleurs de plus en plus
populaire er dehors des grands
centres
Dans son rapport. la Com-
mission tounstique australienne
s'est penchée sur les sources
d'informaticn des voyageurs.
Pour 30 % des Canadiens, la
premiere source est leur agent
de voyages. Viennent ensuite, a
26 %, les livres ou guides sur le
pays. Depuis un an. la Com-
mission touristique australienne
n'a plus de bureau au Canada.
Par contre, il est possible d’en-
trer en communication sans frais
avec le bureau de tourisme situé
a Los Angeles, qui répond aussi
bien aux questions des
professionnels qu'a celles des
éventuels visiteurs.
Tél.: 1-800-727-5165.
Pour les demandes concernanl
les visas: tél.: (613) 236-0841:
1éléc.: (013)236-4376.

Voup e el
it e ]
s e dfens
NS RV AL

ameriage 3o

STRATEG L

Bretain “or W aiker
une carte qui marche.

Destination

Grande-

A L) d

Cet été, la Grande-Bretagne a
regu un grand nombre de
visiteurs. La dévaluation de la
livre sterling est une des
grandes raisons de cet
engouement pour la destination,
larendant plus accessible a
toutes les bourses. Du Canada.
de nombreux vols nolisés ont
auss) aidé a la découverte de la
Grande-Bretagne. Ce pays attire
de plus en plus de Québécois.
La formule bed & breakfast
semble répondre 2 leurs critéres
financiers tout en les conduisant
ala découverte de la vie locale.
Pour les transports. il semble
encore que le train 'emporte sur
la location de voitures. la peur
de la conduite & gauche v étant
pour beaucoup. On note un
térét crotssant sur les
différentes régions (Sud-Ouest.

payvs de Galles. Lake Distnict.
Ecosse). Londres restant 3

VOYRACGE "
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INFO AUSTRALIE

EN ATTENDANT

L"AN

SYDNEY, VILLE
MODERNE

Sydney est tout a fait indiquée pour
faire entrer le monde dans le
deuxiéme millénaire. Une ville jeune
de deux cents ans, moderne, au coeur
d'un pays sensible & la protection de
son écologic. Le Comité International
Olympique 1’a compris en lui
confiant la responsabilité de recevoir
le monde entier en son sein pour les
jeux olympiques de 1’an 2000.

Depuis plusieurs années le projet se préparait. L été demier lors
de la foire touristique australienne, on avait tout mis en oeuvre a
Sydney pour montrer la force de 1’organisation, Iefficacité des
gens de ce pays et le chaleureux accueil du peuple.

Voyages Cassis
vous annonce
le départ d'un groupe
le 15 février 94

AUSTRALIE
NOUVELLE-ZELANDE

20 jours

66995

(prolongement swr Fidy ou Takiti dispoaible)

(514) 485-4648
1-800-561-1968

Permis du Québec

2000

Prés de 3 000 délégués étaient
invités aux frais de 1’association
touristique. Tous ces gens se répar-
tissaient dans les hétels les plus
Juxueux de la vilie, étaient recus dans
les restaurants les plus chics et
animés lors de soirées de galas
imposantes. La ville démontrait son
savoir-faire.

Partout dans Sydney les cons-
tructions sont commencées. Le
village des athlétes logera 15 000
personnes. On aménage la riviére Paramatta qui servira aux
compétitions ainsi qu’au transport des gens ct la cérémonie
d’ouverture s’y déroulera, puisque 1'cau symbolise cette ville
faite de riviéres et de canaux sans fin. Dans la ville on a
beaucoup misé sur les jeux. Au mois de juin dernier, & chaque
lampadaire pendait un drapeau qui rappelait a tous que Sydney

- était en lice pour les Jeux de 1’an 2000. Aujourd’hui ces

drapeaux rappellent & chacun qu’ils auront bel et bien lieu dans
cette ville.

VILLE DIVERSIFIEE
Sydney se compare 4 Montréal par sa taille et sa modemité.
Une centre-ville de gratte-ciel tout prés du quartier “The Rocks”
situé au bord, ou le dimanche les familles s’y rendent pour
écouter les musiciens de la rue, les amuseurs publics ou prendre
leur petit-déjeuner dans un des nombreux restaurants. '

Si on en a assez du centre-ville et qu’on a le goit de la plage,
on n’a qu'a se rendre & Bondi ou Bronte Beach regarder le

[DACIFI

Le monde & 'enve

AUSTRALIE yfAf
19 JOURS départ garanti: le 2

6699S"

sourie] 94

5

—

« Incluant : Avion, hotels 4 et 5 étoiles T - par
ot corntains repas Mmﬂ'\.o'uium Gauthier
Mk Ték (S14) 284-3324
11.800-361-6164

SR Pormis du Quitbec Taxds o sbroport on sum.
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INFO A USTRALIE

spectacle des surfeurs ou s’y baigner.
Prendre le temps d’apprécier la banlieue
ou il fait bon vivre avec la mer qui lui
donne cet air de vacances continuelles.
Par les autobus de la ville on s’y rend en
30 minutes.

Sydney a beaucoup a offrir, je vous
laisse trois bonnes adresses; un hotel, un
restaurant et un jardin zoologique.

PARK LANE HOTEL

Aprés 20 heures de vol, j’avais héte de
me reposer. L’ Association touristique de
I’ Australie m’avait réservée un bien bel
accueil au Park Lane Hotel. L hétel est
situé en plein centre-ville de Sydney &
10 minutes de marche du quartier “The
Rocks”, de ma chambre j’avais une vue
sur le parc Hyde, le port de Sydney et la

fin de semaine je pouvais admirer les
centaines de voiliers qui venaient s’y
faire voir: un oasis de nature en pleine
ville. L'architecte a congu 1’hdtel pour
qu’on sente toujours la présence de la
verdure du parc. Assise au salon de thé,
j’avais Pimpression d’étre dans un grand
jardin sans fin.

Les chambres sont luxueusement
décorées. On a ajouté une touche pour
plaire aux asiatiques, sur chaque lit, unc
couette sert de couverture. Les salles de
bain sont de marbre noir, immenses et
somptueuses.

- ADRESSES A CONSERVER
; PARK LANE HOTEL
= 161 Elizabeth Street
Sydney 2000, Australia
©"Tél.: (612) 286-6000
Fax: (612) 286-6686
Minimum 3008 par nuit

RESTAURANT
THE BATHER'S PAVILLON

The Esplanade
Balmoral 2088, Australia
Tél.: (612) 968-1133
Fax: (612) 969-4626
Environ 1003 pour deux avec vin

AUSTRALIAN WILDLIFE PARK
4 45 minutes de Sydney
par la route M4

THE BATHER’S PAVILLON

Le restaurant The Bather’s Pavillon est
situé en banlicue de Sydney, & Balmoral.
On s’y rend facilement en bateau. Il loge
sur le bord de mer. C’est I’endroit préféré
des banlieusards pour fliner le dimanche
matin ou encore y prendre des diners
romantiques avec le bruit des vagues
comme fond sonore. :

Py ai dégusté une salade de tomates
chaudes et du cerf aux raisins. Pendant
que mes voisins savouraient des poissons
frais, de la pieuvre et de délicieuses
crevettes, qu'on retrouve en abondance
partout dans ce pays.

On mange trés bien en Australie, une
cuisine assez prés de la ndtre, faite de
produits frais 4 ’année longue.

AUSTRALIAN
WILDLIFE PARK

A 45 minutes de Sydney, on peut se
rendre au Australian Wildlife Park, ou on
a tenté de recréer I’habitat naturel des
animaux. Les kangourous sautent la
cloture pour venir se chercher une caresse
pendant que les koalas acceptent de se
faire prendre en photo. L’année derniére
10 koalas naissaient au parc. Ce qui rend
ses propriétaires treés fiers.

Mais, attention au crocodile mangeur
d’hommes qui reste hypocritement a
I’affiit en souhaitant attraper une proie
vivante pour se faire les dents. @

Sylvie Grandmaison

RO

20qenD) NP SHuY

ACCENT
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Hamilton Island, au coeur

de la huiti@me merveille du monde

Serge LAMARRE

n fait souvent allusion & la

Grande Barriére de corall
d'Australie comme étant la hui-
titme mervellle du monde. On
comprend mieux ce vocable
quand on survole les 2 000 ki-
lométres de cet immense banc
de corall, en route vers Hamil-
ton Island, un centre de villé-
glature ronté de toutes pitces

e

et en opération depuis le mois
de décembre 1984 seulement.
'y a 10 ans, ie développe-
ment de cette e était encore le
réve d'un seul homme: Keith
Williams, un entrepreneur du
Queensland en Australie. M.
Wiliiams, réalisant I
d'un accis facile des grandes
villes d'Australie, dans un pre-
mier temps ¢t du Japon, d'Eu-
rope et de la Nouvelle- Zélande
éventueliement (d'ol des vols

=

S

nant les appereils de tout ace-
bit. Durant r'hiver sustratien
(notre &€), cette fle du Paci-
que Sud, qui se trouve & la
méme latitude tropicale que
Honolulu dans I'hémisphére
nord et que celle de I'ie Mauri-
ce dans 'hémisphére sud, re-
gok 60 X d'Australiens et 40 %
d'érangers.

Hamilton island, une de 74
fes formant I'srchipel Whitsun-
day, est située en plein coeur
de la Grande Barridre de corail
d'Australie, & seulement deux
heures de vol de Sydney et
deux heures st quarante minu-
tes de Meiboume et A une heu-
re de Brisbane et Caims.

On a constrult pour les an-
nées 2 000, en érigeant la Tour
Hamilton en juiliet 1990, un
édifice modeme de 21 étages,
qui propose
chambres (387) les plus gran-
des du monde 65 métres
carrés. Pour ies families, des

appartements d'une A trois
chambres & coucher sont ége-
lement disponibies, ainsi que
des suites luxueuses & s Tour
Whitsunday. Ces bitiments de
<iment blanc surplombe égale-
ment une série de villas de sty-
le polynésien, pour ceux qui ne
veulent pas vivre leurs vacan-
ces comme dans les grandes
villes

Toutes les chambres sont
climatisées et arborent un ven-
tlateur au-dessus des lits, qui
sont toujours de grands lits
(Queen ou King Size), ainsi
que dimmenses balcons don-
nant sur la plage Catseye et la
Mer de Corall.

73 ETABLISSEMENTS
COMMERCIAUX PLUS UNE
DIZAINE DE RESTAURANTS

ET SEPT BARS

On ne se déplace pas du
ada strictement pour des
vecances & Hamilton Island, &
moins qu'on soit un plongeur
expert qui tente de vivre |'expé-
rience des plus grands bancs

=

ea

Nouw L

de corail au monde. Dailleurs,

Hamiiton island Resort est pro-
priétaire de son propre ponton
de plongée, dans un des sec-
teurs les plus spectaculaires de
is Grande Barridre de corall, 3
Hardy Lagoon,  peine & 65 ki-
lomitres de [Tle.

Des voiliers, comme le Ban-
jo Paterson, sinsi que des em-
barcations motorisées équi-
pées pour la pratique de ls
plongée, sont aussi disponibles
3 la location. La marine mérite
également une visite, question
de se rincer I'oeil de tous ses
yachts luxueux qui dorment au
soleil. On peut également se
rendre su ponton en “Helijet™.

Une gamme compidte d'ac-
tivités sont disponibies, que ce
SOt sur les plages de sable fin
Ou autour d'une des huit pisci-
nes. Tous les équipements de
sport nautique sont également
occessibles, de méme que les
courts de tennis ou de squash,
un terrain de golf et un gymna-
se.

Le parc faunique d’Hamil-
ton lsland offre également I'oc-
casion de voir les fameux kan-
gourous pour lesquels I'Austra-
Be est reconnue, de méme que
los émeux, les koalas, les walla-
bys et les crocodiles.

ment autonome, il
va sans dire, I'Tle compte 75
établissements commerciaux
(tous des concessions), en plus
d'une dizaine de restaurants et
sept bars, variant du “snack”
aux restaurants plus sophisti-
qués qui servent la cuisine ita-
lienne, chinoise ou frangaise et
du simple bar de plage aux éé-
gants James Cook ou Com-
pass. Chaz Durty Nellies, on re-
trouve méme une discothéque
et un piano bar.
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Australia
Closes
Tourist Offices

10

B As of this month, most of
Australia’s U.S.-based state
and territory tourist offices—
those representing South
Australia, the Northern Terri-
tory, Western Australia and
Victoria—will have closed
due to budget restraints.

But this won’t hurt incen-
tive business, says Bill Bak-
er, the Australia Tourism
Commission’s (ATC) newly
appointed regional director
for the Americas. “If any-
thing, business has in-
creased, although I can’t
share the actual figures just
yet,” Baker says.

Neither is the ATC greatly
reducing its staff. “We're
actually hiring more people;
we've set up a special tele-
marketing center to answer

0d. .M

questions from travel agents,
and we're staffing it with
Australians,” says Baker.
Incentive planners should
work through the ATC's
New York office at 489 Fifth
Ave., New York, NY 10017;
(212) 687-6300. Their main
contacts will be Nigel Bram-
ish, director of meetings, con-
ventions and incentives, and
incentive manager Andrea
Williams, just hired from the
New York office of the British
Tourist Authority.

Baker says the ATC will
continue to promote travel to
all of Australia and is negoti-
ating with all states and terri-
tories to finance Partnership
Australia, a cooperative mar-

keting .
—Judy Quinn
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DestinationAustralia

Going The Distance

More U.S. attendees are making the trek Down Under

BY BETTY MACDONALD

S A PENAL COLONY 200 YEARS

ago, Australia was the last place

anyone wanted to go. Today,

more Americans want to visit

“Oz" than any other international
destination, and travel is the country’s
second largest industry.

“Australia holds a certain mystique
for North Americans who perceive its lo-
cation on the other side of the world as
exotic,” explained Nola Conway, presi-
dent of Leisure Marketing Services,
which represents the Melbourne Tourism
Authority in the United States. “At the
same time,” she added, “they enjoy the
independence of being in a foreign coun-
try with no language barrier.”

According to figures from the Aus-
tralian _Tourist _Commission (ATC),
6,500 people from the United States at-
tended meetings Down Under in 1990.
That’s almost double the number of at-
tendees 10 years ago.

The Pacific Rim is the major growth
market of the "90s, according to James
LaValle, manager, trade liaison for the
ATC. Aussies have responded to the in-
fiux by enhancing meeting infrastructure
to accommodate larger groups and by
packaging attractive incentives.

One lure to groups from the United

g‘rﬁ "NETWORK
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“dustries in April 1993. Theymyed‘v

. -five nights at the ANA Hotel. - -:
PhnnedevennuwludedaSydney
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Axule'l‘avanmgaww s
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* Bar Partaers, Weodiand Miis, Callf.
-In April 1993, Schwartz took 170 in-

. surance agents and their spouses to

** Australia, where they explored Syd-
pey, Ayers Rock and Port Douglas.
An outback party was held at a sug-
arcane plantation where attendees
were entertained by the Tjapukai, an
Aboriginal dance company.

" Fax: (818) 594-5063

States is year-round, round-trip airfares,
now below US$1,000. While more ex-
pensive than a ticket to Europe, this cost
is offset by attractive ground operating
costs and the strength of the U.S. dollar
compared to the Australian dollar (§1.33
t0 $1.50 at current exchange rates).
Hotels are offering incentive groups a
guaranteed five-star deluxe harbor-view

room for $150 a night in Sydney, Aus-"

tralia’s most expensive city. “In London,
Paris and Tokyo you can be paying up to
$300 a night for a five-star incentive,”
LaValle said. “Over a seven-night period
you more than make up your airfare in
accommodation savings alone.”

SYDNEY

Over 62,000 conference delegates are ex-
pected to visit Sydney before the year
2000, according to John Rowe, executive
director of the Sydney Convention &
Visitors Bureau. That includes four ma-
jor international medical conventions
that will be staged in the city in 1997, at-
tracting a projected 26,000 delegates.

The Sydney Convention and Exhibi-
tion Centre is a hub for many of these
large programs. The facility, which can
seat up 1o 3,500 theater style, offers an
exhibition hall of more than 250,000
square feet. It is set in the 124-acre Dar-
ling Harbour Complex, which includes
parks, gardens, muscums, shopping
malls and entertainment areas.

An expanding hotel market has kept
room occupancy rates low, giving plan-
ners the upper hand in negotiations.
Fourteen thousand of Sydney’s 34,000
hotel rooms have meeting facilities and
are in the four- to five-star category.
Three hotels were recently added to this
roster: the 573-room ANA Hotel in the
historic Rocks district; the five-star 100-
room Observatory Hotel; and the Park
Lane with 560 rooms. An additional
$,800 rooms are expected to open before

the year 2000.

At press time, Sydney appeared to be
the front-runner in its quest to host the
XXVII Olympiad. If the city got a
thumbs-up from the selection committee
at the end of last month, Sydney will pro-
ceed with plans to build an 80,000-seat
Olympic stadium.

MELBOURNE

In 1992, more than 114,000 deiegates at-
tended 403 meetings in the state of Victo-
ria and its capital city Melbourne. This is
an increase of nearly 11 percent in the
number of meetings held and a 38 per-
cent increase in delegate attendance over
the previous year. Eighty-five interna-
tional meetings are confirmed for the
next six years in the region.

To protect its 25 percent of the Aus-
tralian market, Melboume plans to estab-
lish a new international exhibition center
to replace existing outdated facilities.

v Y

Oddolanr 1293

Sydney, where the Spera Neuss is situated
on the edgs of the Bay, offers planners lew
rates for four- and five-star hetals.

The new center will be opposite the
World Trade Centre and linked to the
World Congress Centre. A 1995 comple-
tion date is expected.

Dreamtime 94, a major industry
event, sponsored by the ATC. is designed
to increase Australia's estimated AUS.
$1 billion market share of incentive busi-
ness. Seventy percent of the delegates
will be from North America and Europe.

’

QUEENSLAND

April 1995 is the target date for the com-
pletion of several projects in Queensland.
Australia’s fastest growing state. Ac-
cording to Lindsey Binney, manager for
meetings and incentives for North Amer-
ica for the Queensland Tourist & Travel
Corp.. “With the opening of new conven-
tion facilities, we will attract larger cor-
porate meetings and some smaller associ-
ations, particularly those that have a
history of meeting off shore.”

In Brisbane, the capital city, the Bris-
bane Convention & Exhibition Centre,
slated to open in April 1995,.will seat up
to 10,000 and feature a grand ballroom.
17 breakout rooms and four exhibition
halls. The center has already attracted
more than 180 bookings in a preliminary
marketing campaign, according to
Queensland Premier Wayne Goss. The
Queensland Government has proposed
development of a 200-room hotel adja-
cent to the center that would open con-
currently.

A 1995 opening is also planned for a
convention center and casino in Cairns,
in tropical far north Queensland. B

Leisure Marksting Services
200 N. Robertson Bivd.
Beveriy Hills, CA 90211
(800) 733-0228
Fax: (310) 8584718
VISITORS BUREAUS Osmtact: Nola Conway, president
& Austraiian Tourist Commission @ Sydney Convention &
480 Fifth Ave., 3tst floor Visitors Bureau Representative
New Yordk, NY 10017 PF Enterprises
(212) 887-6300 2113 8 St NW
Fax; (212) 861-3340 DC 20008
Oentact: Sandra Chipchase, (202) 797-1222
director of marketing Fax: (202) 265-5930
# Queensiand Tourist & Comtact: Pat Fisch, president
Travel Corp. lmcommtbncanur
489 Fifth Ave., 31st floor Representative
New York, NY 10017 Marketing chnllonm inmtsrnational
(212) 687-7810 10 East 21st St.,
Fax: (212) 687-T844 Sulte 600
Centact: Lindsay Binney, manager, New York, NY 10010
mestings & incentives, North America - %)g:)—“u
@ Meibourne Touriam Authortty  gestact: Miche! Couturier. president
e
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Aborigines are becoming
involved in Australia’s tourism

By Steven Morris . s
Chicago Tribune | 7 - )2.

In Australia’s 600,000-square-mile Northern Terri-
tory, where only 175,000 people live, tourism has
boomed in the last 20 years. The territory, much of
which has been retumed to Aboriginal ownership, is
the site of some of the country’s most dramatic
scenery.

“But Aborigines were ofien the objects of the
tourism rather than active participants,”” said Bill
Baker, regional director, the Americas, for the Aus-
tralian Tourist Commission.

.+.Over the last decade, Aboriginal operators have
slowly entered the tourism market. But they were
excluded or confined to lo-ver-level jobs.

: * Now, however, Australian Aborigines are starting to
-take a bigger piece of the $50 million Aboriginal
tourism industry. A group of them was in Chicago
recently to make that point to the U.S. travel industry.
«'* Aborigines, said Baker, *‘face many problems, not
the least of which is a history of negative Aboriginal
stereotyping by the broader Australian and international
‘communities.”’ —

Arnhem Land,”" he said. *‘We employ members of the
community as guides, and the cammunity gets a fee for
the rights to operate tours there."*

Harold Wilson, 25, town clerk of Peppimenarti, a
community of 220 people, became the operator of his
clan’s tour business a year ago.

Peppimenarti was established in 1973 as a *‘cattle
station,”” an Australian term for a ranch. **Now it’s a
community,” said Wilson. *‘‘We set up the (tour)
business three years ago as a means of self-
gctcnnination. Aboriginal people want to be indepen-

ent."”’ ) :

The tours have been ‘‘pretty busy™ the last year,
Wilson said, but “it’s going to have to take a while for
it to really get going. It’s like any new small business."”

One impetus for the sprouting of Aboriginal tour
businesses came from the cattle industry. Beef im-
porters in the U.S. and other countries charged that
some buffalo in Australia were infected with bovine
lubelrculosis and brucellosis, which could spread to
cattle,

*“In our area, a source of income for the clan was
from working in the program for testing cattle in the

Ownership of Northern Territory land has helped
encourage Aborigines to move into the tour market. Of
the 50 so-called Aboriginal tours operated in the
Northern Territory, 10 are run by Aborigines, according
to the commission. An estimated 20 tourist-related
companies are now operated by Aborigines.

“In the past, a lot of safaris have been owned by
non-Aborigines but were calling themselves Aboriginal
tours,” said Brian Rooke, who, with his wife, Phyllis
Wilson, owns and operates Umorrduk Safaris, based in |
Darwin. For $220 a day plus air fare, Rooke takes
tourists to the bush country of western Amhem Land, a
one-hour flight by light aircraft from Darwin, home of |
the Gummulkbun Aboriginal clan.

Rooke is among 17 representatives of Aboriginal
tour companies who are traveling in the U.S. hoping to
lure business. ,

Rooke, 42, is descended from Aborigines in Tasma-
nia, and Wilson is a Gummutkbun. Until four years ago
Rooke operated a gardening business in Darwin.

*‘ loved going into the bush,” he said, “‘and I was
looking for a way to eam a living there.”’

His business is *‘the only Aboriginal-owned safari in

~

1980s. When that finished, they needed 1o look around
for an alternative,’* Rooke said.

Some clans considered mining and tourism.

“‘Fortunately for everybody, they chose tourism,"
said Rooke. *‘That wouldn't have as much impact on
the culture, the environment, particularly if the tourism
was on a small scale.”

Bill Hamney, 62, who operates a business building
fences for government installations and cattle ranches,
started Jankangyina Tours in 1988, taking visitors on
camping trips in what’s called the Land of the Light-
ning Brothers, whose clashes, according to legend,
established the seasonal cycles of storms and droughts.

Hamney, who was raised in a rock shelter and never
attended a school, says the business lets him **share my
culture with white people’* when he guides them on a
trip.

Manual Pamkal, 28, is a senior guide for Manyal-
laluk Tours, operated by the Manyallaluk clan, of
which he is president.

The business, he said, *‘is good for the children’s

future. We don’t want to lose our future. Also, it's .

good for our people.” -
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Aborigines get involved
In Australia’s tourism

By STEVEN MORRIS
. T ‘
Chicago Tribune J/v')g
In  Australia’s 600,000-square-
mile Northern Territory, where
only 175,000 people live, tourism
has boomed in the last 20 years.
The territory, much of which has
been returned to Aboriginal own-
ership, is the site of some of the
country’s most dramatic scenery.

“But Aborigines were often the
objects of the tourism rather than
active participants,” - said Bill
Baker, regional director, the
Americas, for the Australian Tour-
Jst Compission,

Over the iast decade, Aboriginal
operators have slowly entered the
tourism market. But they were ex-
cluded or confined to lower-level
jobs.

Now, however, Australian Ab-
urigines are stacting o take a big-
ger piece of the 350 million Ab-
original tourism industry. A group
of them was in Chicago recently
to make that point to the US.
travel industry.

Aoorigines, said Baker, “face
many problems, not the least of
which is a history of negative Ab-
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original stereotyping by the broad-
er Australian and international
communities.”

Ownership of Northern Terri-
tory land has helped encourage
Aborigines to move into the tour
market. Of the 50 so-called Ab-
original tours operated in the
Northern Territory, 10 are run by
Aborigines, according to the com-
mission. An estimated 20 tourist-
related companies are now oper-
ated by Aborigines.

“In the past, a lot of safaris
have been owned by non-
Aborigines but were calling them-
selves Aboriginal tours” said
Brian Rooke, who, with his wife,
Phyllis Wilson, owns and operates
Umorrduk Safaris, based in Dar-
win. For $220 a day plus air fare,

Rooke takes tourists to the bush :

country of western Amhem Land,
a one-hour flight by light aircraft
from Darwin, home of the Gum-
mulkbun Aboriginal clan.

Ronke is among 17 representa-
tives of Aboriginal tour companies
who are traveling in the U.S. hop-
ing to lure business.

Rooke, 42, is descended from
Aborigines in Tasmania, and Wil-
son is a Gummulkbun. Until four
years agd Rooke operatea a gar-
dening ousiness in Darwin.




“I loved going into the bush,” he
said, “and I was looking for a way
to earn a living there.”

His business is “the only Ab-
original-owned safari in Arnhem
Land,” he said. “We employ mem-
bers of the community as guides,
and the community gets a fee for
the rights to operate tours there.”

Harold Wilson, 25, town clerk of
Peppimenarti, a community of 220
people, became the operator of his
clan’s tour business a year ago.

Peppimenarti was established in
1973 as a “cattle station,” an Aus-
tralian term for a ranch. “Now it's
a community,” said Wilson. “We
set up the (tour) business three
years ago as a means of self-
determination. Aboriginal people
want to be independent.”

The tours have been “fretty

with bovine tuberculosis and bru-
cellosis, which could spread (o
cattle.

“In our area, a source of income

. for the clan was from working in

the program for testing cattle in
the 1980s. When that finished,
they needed to look around for an
alternative,” Rooke said.

Some clans considered mining
and tourism.

“Fortunately for everybody, they
chose tourism,” said Rooke. “That
wouldn't have as much impact on
the culture, the environment, par-
ticularly if the tourism was on a
small scale.”

Bill Harney, 62, who operates a
business building fences for gov-
ernment installations and cattle
ranches, started Jankangyina
Tours in 1988, taking visitors on

camping trips in what'’s called the
Land of the Lightning Brothers,
whose clashes, according to leg-
end, established the seasonal cy-
cles of storms and droughts.

Hamey, who was raised in a
rock shelter and never attended a
school, says the business lets him
“share my culture with white peo-
ple” when he guides them on a
trip.

Manual Pamkal, 28, is a senior
guide for Manyallaluk Tours, oper-
atei by the Manyallaluk clan, of
wh ch he is president.

The business, he said, “is good
for the children’s future. We don't
want to lose our future. Also, it's ;
good for our people. We can em-
ploy our people to work in our
land.”

busy” the last year, Wilson said, ;
but “it's going to hav~ to take a‘:
while for it to really get going. It's
like any new small business.”

One impetus for the sprouting
of Aboriginal tour businesses
came from thc cattle industry.
Beef importers in the US. and
other countries charged that some

bufialo in Australia were infected
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US tastes the true

From Sydney tothe bush... Australian Outback

In the wake of the Sydney Olympic bid victory, there’s
been a wave of patriotism throughout Australia that can
only be good for business. But a survey carried out before
the win shows more Australian consumers than ever
before believe locally made goods are better in quality
than imports and are prepared to pay higher prices for
them. The nationwide survey was carried out for the
Coles supermarket chain and showed that 89 per cent of
shoppers polled in Coles wanted to buy locally made
products, an increase of three per cent on the previous
year.

While Telecom and Optus continue to battle it out for the
privilege of providing the nation’s telephone services,
another airborne battle has begun. When British Airways
bought a 25 per cent share of Qantas and thenlinked up -
with USAIr to give it a round-the-world service, other
airlines began to think along similar lines. Now Ansett,
which is looking more and more to provision of
international services, has heard the welcome news that
United Airlines and Lufthansa have joined forces. Ansett
has already established links with both airlines, giving it
entry into a powerful global network. It has also won the
rights to fly to South Korea, completing a regional
international network which includes Bali and other
Indonesian services, Malaysia, Singapore, Hong Kong
and Japan.

There’s been a great deal of debate in Australia about
republicanism which has led to the release of a major
report by the Republic Advisory Committee, “An
Australian Republic - the Options”. Newspaper editorials
have commended the report which canvasses a number of
options. The Prime Minister, Mr Paul Keating, says the
Government does not have a timetable for a republic but
hopes to see the structure in place by the turn of the
century.

Meanwhile, there’s change afoot in other traditional areas
such as the legal profession. A Trade Practices
Commission report has recommended allowing non-
lawyers to handle simple civil litigation, ending bans on
advertising, abolishing fee scales and stopping the
appointment of Queen’s Counsels, thus eliminating one
source of higher fees. The chairman of the Commission,
Professor Allan Fels, said the recommendations were not
as severe as they might seem and would only bring the
law into line with other professions.

One small piece of good news this week was the drop in
unemployment figures, albeit from 11.1 per cent to 10.9
per cent. There was also an increase in the work
participation rate, those already in jobs plus those
looking. The Government has noted that there are now
indications across the board of uniform improvement in
the economy. .

M Nu l Tony Miller, Consul,

Public Affairs. New York

e —————— — ——

By Kerry Wren
NEW YORK: Tourism in
Australia’s Qutback is set for a
boost from US
visitors as a result
of a marketing
drive by
Aboriginal tour
groups.

American travel
agents and
incentive
organizers had a §
taste of traditional
Aboriginal culture
when Australia’s
top Aboriginal
environmental
tour operators
presented a series

of seminars on

—

Studies show that Americans want to experience distinci

a distinct culture during therr
travels.™

Joining their Aboriginal
colleagues on the US tour

PR

cultures such as Aboriginals when they travel

the attractions of
the Outback across

the US in September and
October taking in New York,
Chicago, Atlanta, Palm Beach
and other major cities.

According to the Australian
Tourist Commission,
Aborigines are taking an
increasingly active role in
presenting their culture to
tourists.

“In 1980, there were just 23
Aboriginal tours available.
Today, there are more than 50
tours with 20 privately owned
and operated by Aborigines,
offering travelers the
opportunity to experience
diverse aspects of the many
different tribes of the region,”
said Lyndel Gray, ATC area
manager for Eastern US.

Recent studies have shown a
growing trend among
Americans and intermational
travelers to vacation for the
purpose of leaming about
ancient peoples and their
traditions, she added.

“In a recent ‘Travel Styles’
survey of 2563 international
pleasure travelers by the Menlo
Travel Consulting Group, more
than 88 per cent indicated they
were interested in experiencing

were members of Australia’s
leading Outback environ-

. mental tourism industry

including experts trained in
anthropology, geology.
biology, wildlife and botany,
who gave audiences an
insight into life and culture of
the Australian Outback.

ANA flies
to Sydney

TOKYO: All Nippon
Airways, Japan’s largest
airline, which serves New
York, Los Angeles and
Washington DC, has
introduced a new route from
the US to Sydney, including a
free stopover in Japan.

ANA operates 14 flights per
week to Tokyo from its threc
US gateways. and from
Tokyo, serves Sydney non-
stop six days per week.

The fares begin at $998
($1308 from the East Coast).
maiching fares from the US
to Australia via the US West
Coast. according to ANA.
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~ Meeting the people:
the indigenous people, that is

By William A. Davis Start.led well, terrified to tell the

GLOBE STAFF truth - I froze in place, expecting to be
) — skewered like some sort of Melanesian
\\.raswallungalongabenchinl“ﬁione shish kebab. Instead, the spear carrier
time, absorbed in the glorious Techni- stopped in front of me and lowered his
color spectacle of a South Pacific sun- lance, which I could now see was a two-
set. Suddenly, from behind a palm pronged fish spear. “Hope I didn’t alarm
tree, a muscular young man carrying  -you, sir,” he said, with an engaging grin.
a long spear-and dressed onlyinasuly, - “I'nrgoing fishing with my mates tonight;
: theabbnmtedFumnsamng,came T'm late and they’re waiting for me.”
_m“’w‘“’m L And he took me down the beach and
: : introduced me to his friends, as amiable
and hospitable bunch of guys as you could
ask for. They taught me a lot about Fiji
and a bit about spearfishing, a practical
recreational activity that is one of the
wnysmodemmmspxuervethetradl

SR tions - and cuisine - of their ancestors. As
TIRETIS with those of most indigenous peoples, the
} traditions and cuisine largely revolve
F mmltherhythmsandbwntyofﬂ:e
s  natural werld.

; Ile!th;lhavmgleamedan’unportant :
lessonoft.hemd.Thepeopleswhohave
,lived long and deeply in a place are every
bit as memorable and rewarding as the
scenery they inhabit. But you often have
to look hard to get a glimpse of them be-
ing themselves — and it usually helps to
- have a knowledgeable local guide.

The United Nations has declared this
to be International Year of the World’s In-
digenous Peoples. But compared to the
political hoopla surrounding other such
events - such as last year’s the Year of the
‘Woman, for example - not much has hap-
pened at the governmentievel to make
thewwldmom:wareofﬂ:eproblemsand
potential of its i
i Mammonforﬂnehckofmterestm
indigenous peoples is that they are scat-
tered very thinly around the planet and
area nunontyalmoetevery

INDIGENEUS, Page B18
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B INDIGENOUS
Continued from Page Bl

where: While roughly half the

world’s 55 billion inhabitants are
women, there are an estimated 300
million indigenous, tribal or aborigi-
nal peoples left and they inhabit
some 70 countries. Many live deep in
Jjungles in remote corners of Indone-
sia, Ecuador, Brazil and New Guinea
but they also are found in not-so-re-
mote parts of the United States,
Canada and Australia.

Because of their scarcity value,
indigenous peoples-are becoming
tourist attractions, just like endan-
gered fauna such as the mountain
gorilla or black rhino - ecotourist at-
tractions, that is. )

" Given the harm mass tourism de-
velopment has done to the ecology in
places such as the Costa del Sol,
Waikiki Beach and the Evérglades,
there is understandable concern that
unbridled ecotourism - that is plea-
sure travel - to rain forests and oth-
——er exotic but endangered environ-
‘ments may only compound the dam-
age already done to most mdxgenons
peoples by the white mans . liquor,
diseases and diet’ *

Exposure to tourism can quickly
make a sham out of old customs and
turn once self-sufficient tribal people
into show business performers living
off tips and handouts.

Visitors to the Yagua Indians in
Peru’s Amazonian basin, for in-
stance, are told by tour guides to
blow on a conch shell before entering
a village so the Indians will know
they are friends and won't throw
spears or shoot arrows at them. Ac-
tually, it's to warn the Yaguas that
the tourists are coming and give
them time to take off their T-ghirts
and running shoes and hop into
grass skirts and feathered head-
dresses.

However, indigenous people
themselve frequently see ecotourism
as a way to both alleviate their often
abysmal poverty and enlist new al-
lies in the struggle to protect ances-
tral homelands from exploitation and

Exposure to
tourism ean
quickly turn once
self-sufficient
tribal people into

- show business
performers living
off tips and
handouts.

.
expropriation.

Recently, for instance, a band of
Australian aborigines passed
through Boston on an updated ver-
sion of a “walkabout,” the traditional
nomadic journey of their people.
They come from Australia’s vast but
barren and thinly populated North-
ern Territories where ancient ab- .
original tribal traditions - derived
from the “Dream Time” when the
world was made - are still preserved .
and vital. This, however, was very
much a dream quest of the 1990s and
these aborigines were trying to
drum up some business. Literally.

All tour operators, professional
guides or representatives of sports
lodges and other tourist-related tri-
bal businesses, they were touring
the United States to invite Ameri-
cans to come see Down Under from
the point of view of the people who
have inhgbited it for some 60,000
years. To dramatize their sales pitch,
they traveled with a native dance
troupe: the Gikul Wilderness Danc-
ers of Amhem Land, home of the
mythical Rainbow Serpent whose
bite made water gush from the de-
sert. On the steps of Faneuil Hall -
which- has never seen a sight quite
like it - the Gikul Dancers stomped,
sang, drummed and played the did-
jeriduy, the eeriest-sounding of all ab-
original instruments.

Didjeridu lessons are among the

B 5~ Continued on next page
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BY JAMES TRANSVUE

Nobody ever accused
Australians of not knowing
how to throw a party.

At 1:30 a.m. on Sept. 24,
the grand ballroom of The
Regent in Sydney opened
its doors disguised as a
French Riviera casino,
complete with entertain-
ment, food and drinks, but
without baccarat and other
gaming diversions.

The hotel and its guests,
however, were gambling
on something bigger than
the next spin of a roulette
wheel. At 4:20 a.m., the
International Olympic
Committee meeting in
Monaco — hence the
party’s Riviera casino
theme — was scheduled to
announce its choice for the
site of the games of the

XXVII Olympiad, which
will be held in 2000. The
short list for the event was
Beijing, Berlin, Istanbul,
Manchester and Sydney.

The Sydney revelers
were not denied their
champagne toast. As every-
one no doubt knows al-
ready, their city was cho-
sen to host the 2000 Olym-
pics — a piece of news that
has put the entire Aus-
tralian hospitality commu-
nity into a celebratory
mood. Bill Baker, regional
director of the Americas for
the Australian Tourist
Commission, says that Aus-
tralia will seek to empha-
size more than just the
Games and will try to mar-
ket the event in conjunction
with tours throughout the
country.

Getting Americans to

PHOTOGRAPH BY SHINICH RaNAC  TP5 INTESNATIONAL

: Ayers Rock, one of
i the nation’s most

i enduring symbols,
i has been scaled

i in as little as

i 12 minutes.
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WHAT'S NEW

8 A major luxury hotel, the
ANA Hotel Sydney, recently

_ opened with 573 rooms — all
#.... overlooking Sydney Harbour
— and extensive meeting
facilities. The property
adjoins Sydney’s famed his-
toric district, The Rocks. Also
recently opened in The
Rocks area is the Obser-
vatory Hotel, with 75 rooms,
11 junior suites, 12 executive
suites and one presidential
suite. The hotel, which has
conference facilities, is one of
the 12 members of the luxury
Orient-Express group.
# A new convention center is
to open next to Brisbane’s
historic Treasury Building in
March 1995. A casino is
being built inside the
Treasury Building itself. Both
are part of the South Bank
Redevelopment project in the
center of the city.
B8 The 8year-old Sheraton
Brisbane Hotel & Towers has
completed a large-scale refur-
bishing, including consider-
able reworking of the grand -
ballroom and surrounding
meeting rooms.
@ A new international termi-
nal at Brisbane’s airport is
e:;ggcted to open in January
1

8 A convention center is
being built in Cairns in north-
ern Queensland, the major
gateway to the northern half
of the Great Barrier Reef, and
is scheduled to open in about
two years.

NOVEMBER 1993 = 13 %
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| WAS THERE

+ “The Sydney Opera
. House gets all the
attention, but I found
the most beautiful and
progressive performing
" arls center anywhere
in Melbourne.”

CANDICE BURROUGHS
: PRESIDENT .
KUSTOM INCENTIVE CONCEPTS
SAN JUAN.CAPISTRANO, CALF.

see more of Australia has been a long-
standing ATC priority. At present, few
U.S. meeting and incentive groups
venture much beyond Sydney and the
Great Barrier Reef. There is, howev-
er, a growing interest among some
more highly sophisticated incentive
winners to see the spectacular
scenery of the Australian Qutback
and learn more about the culture and
lifestyle of the nation’s aborigines.

Meanwhile, competition has low-
ered international air fares in the
South Pacific and domestic air fares
within Australia. This makes
Australia competitive with Europe,
since the U.S. dollar has strength-
ened against the Australian dollar,
but not against European currencies.

But Australia is more than just
another bargain destination. “There
is great pent-up demand for Australia,
particularly among incentive winners,
who may have already done Europe,
Hawaii, perhips even Asia,” says
John Broughan, president of
Universal Meetings and Incentives in
Alexandria, Va. “It is one of the last
frontiers.”

NEW SOUTH WALES

The southeastern state of New South
Wales is home to Sydney, population
3.5 million, the country’s largest and
most international city. “I have been
visiting Sydney off and on for 20
years,” says Broughan, “and it has
been not only growing but getting
better and better. You notice some-
thing about its people. They like liv-
ing there and they like their lifestyle.
They know they are lucky.”

Sydney has a wealth of attractions
and places to convene. The famed
Opera House has some 90 rooms
ranging from small meeting or recital
halls to the 2,700-seat concert hall.
With its billowing, sail-like roof, the
building has joined the koala, the
kangaroo and the 70-year-old Sydney
Harbour Bridge, the world’s largest
single-span bridge, as symbols of the
nation.

The symbol of Australia during its
first half century of European colo-
nization would probably be the con-
vict, not a cultural institution. In 1788,
the first colonial governor, Capt.
Arthur Philip, landed at Sydney Cove
with 1,000 convicts from Britain. The
western promontory of the cove is
known by the name given it by the
convicts, The Rocks, and today the
area is an irresistible mix of antique
stores, shops, galleries and restau-
rants.

Within walking distance is Darling
Harbour, which has become one of
the world’s great urban places, a
melange of restaurants, museums,
shops and other attractions. Darling
Harbour also includes Sydney’s
major meeting facility, the Darling
Harbour Convention Centre and
Exhibition Centre complex, directly
on the waterfront. The convention
center, the largest in the Southern
Hemisphere, accommodates 3,500.

Sydney boasts one of the world’s
largest harbors, with about 180 miles
of shoreline. Harbor cruises — with
or without breakfast, lunch or dinner
— are a popular group activity, and
such vessels as catamarans, tall ships
and even America’s Cup challengers
are available to groups. The city has
miles of beautiful beaches (several a
surprisingly short trip from down-
town), as well as an ample supply of

golf courses, tennis courts and parks.

The city's hotel plant ranks with
the best in the world, and over the
past year, available rooms increased
by nearly 18 percent, continuing an
expansion that began in the early
1980s. This expansion is driven
largely by the city’s increasing popu-
larity as a convention and incentive
destination. There are now 70 four-
and five-star properties in the Sydney
area.

Beyond Sydney are the Blue
Mountains, a land of caves, water-
falls, gorges and remarkable rock for-
mations. The scenery can be admired
from two unusual vantage points —
the Scenic Skyway gondola suspend-
ed on a cable high over Jamieson
Valley, and the Scenic Railway, one of
the steepest rail inclines in the world.

THE CAPITAL TERRITORY )
When Australia achieved nationhood
in 1901, both Sydney and Melbourne
fiercely wanted to be declared the
capital. The rivalry was so intense
that it was decided to create the
planned city of Canberra as a com-
promise. Located about 150 miles
southwest of Sydney and 300 miles
northeast of Melbourne, Canberra is
essentially a company town, with the
government as the company. The
striking Parliament Building, which
contains art from around Australia,
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Angel Sydn lgxgurs fro o
es to Syaney, ours from
New York to Sydney.
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:
Passport and visitor’s visa.
LANGUAGE: English, with a few
dozen terms of Australian origin.
CURRENCY; The Australian dollar.
As of Oct. 1, $1 U.S. was worth $1.55
Australian

ELECTRICITY: 240/250 volts, AC 50
Hz. The Australian three-pin outlet is
different from those in some coun-
tries, so visitors will need an adaptor
socket. They also will need a voltage
converter if their appliances are 110V
but have no 110/240V switch.
Leading hotels usually have universal
outlets for 240V or 110V shavers.
INFORMATION:
Australian Tourist Commission,
2121 Avenue of the Stars
#1200
Los eles, Calif. 90067
(310) 552-1988
Fax: (310) 552-1215
Offices also in New York, Chicago
and Toronto

Circle #174 on Free Information Card

was dedicated in 1988. Other notable
attractions in this city of handsome
buildings include the National
Science and Technology Centre with
its hands-on exhibits, and the
Australian War Memorial and
Museum.
The city is popular with govern-
- ment and scientific conferences and
offers many grand venues for meet-
ings, the largest of which is the

i National Exhibition Centre.

VICTORIA

Just south of New South Wales,
Victoria hugs the southeastern cor-
ner of the Australian continent. [ts
principal city, Melbourne, is Aus-
tralia’s second-largest, with a popula-
tion of just under 3 million. A center
of fashion, music, film and all-around
elegance. Melbourne is the most

- European of Australian cities.

But beneath its graceful facade,
Melbourne has a passionate attach-
ment to two of life’s earthier plea-
sures: sport and food. The city is the

birthplace of Australian Rules
Football, a form of burly mayhem in
which two 18player teams attempt to
throw, dribble and kick a 19-inch-long
oval football down a 550-foot field.
Melbourne is also home to the
Melbourne Cup, a three-minute horse
race that brings this busy city to a halt
the first Tuesday of November.

Melbourne’s lively restaurant
scene is largely a product of the city’s
having welcomed a wide range of
immigrants since 1945, first southern
Europeans, and more recently south-
ern Asians. So now, in addition to tra-
ditional French haute cuisine and
superb Australian seafood, cuisines
such as Chinese, Greek, Indian,
Indonesian, Italian, Malaysian,
Middle Eastern, Thai and Viet-
namese are widely available.

Melbourne’s principal meeting
facility is the World Congress Centre,
part of the World Trade Centre.
Opened in 1990, it has nearly 100,000
square feet of exhibit space, with
58,000 square feet in the largest hall.
It is linked to the deluxe, 385-room
Eden on the Yarra.

The Victorian-era town of Ballarat,
about 70 miles northwest of
Melbourne, is the site of Australia’s
most famous gold rush. The circa-
1850s lifestyle is preserved here at
Sovereign Hill, a 23-year-old living
history park modeled after Virginia's
Colonial Williamsburg. Theme par-
ties and other group events can be
staged here.

TASMANIA

This island, located some 200 miles
south of Victoria, is a lovely combina-
tion of English countryside and
Australian wilderness. Hobart, a city
of about 130,000, is an easygoing
place with notable Georgian build-
ings and the largest harbor in
Australia after Sydney.

The city is a good staging point for
groups that want to explore either
the island’s spectacular landscape
(and its world-class trout fishing) or
the scenes of some of the darkest
episodes in Australian history. Port
Arthur, 62 miles southeast of Hobart,
is the site of an infamous penal
colony, founded in 1830. Many of the
original buildings have been pre-
served or restored.

— (|

SYDNEY

(NEW SOUTH WALES)

.000080800000008000000000000000000000

wﬂhZSOOOOsquamfeetofe:dubnt
“Space.

AIRPORT: Kingsford Smith
International, 15 minutes from down-

town.
AIRPORT TRANSFERS TO

' DOWNTOWN: By taxi, $A20.

MELBOURNE (VICTORIA)

CONVENTION CENTER: World

Congress Centre, with 72,000 square
feet of exhibit me
AIRPORT: Melbourne Airport, 35

minutes from downtown.
AIRPORT

TRANSFERS TO
DOWNTOWN: By taxi, SA24.

ADELAIDE

(SOUTH AUSTRALIA)

B00000000000000000080000000000000000

CENYER: Adelaide
Convention Centre, with 32,280
ﬂ uare feet of exhibit space.
RPORT: Adelaide Airport, 25 min-

DOWNTOWN: By taxi, SA12

PERTH
(WESTERN AUSTRALIA)

6000000000000 000008000000800000R00000S

CONVENTION CENTER: None
AIRPORT: Perth Airport, 30 min-
utes from downtown.

AIRPORT TRANSFERS TO
DOWNTOWN: By taxi, SA18.

BRISBANE
{QUEENSLAND)

CONVENTION CENTER: None
AIRPORYT: Brisbane Airport, 25 min-
utes from downtown.

AIRPORT TRANSFERS TO
DOWNTOWN: By taxi, SA17.

CAIRNS
(QUEENSLAND)

CONVENTION CENTER: None
AIRPORT: Cairns Airport, 15 min-
utes from downtown.

AIRPORT TRANSFERS TO
DOWNTOWN: By taxi, SA10.

134 « MEETINGS & CONVENTIONS



20 ot =

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

South Australia, due west of Victoria,
is home to the charming city of
Adelaide and Australia’s principal
wine regions.

Adelaide, with a population of 1
million, is known as Festival City,
and one of the world's great perform-
ing and fine arts festivals is the
Adelaide Arts Festival, held in March
of even-numbered years. Much of
the festival takes place at the
Adelaide Festival Centre, located on
the banks of the Torrens River. The
building — available for groups
when it is not featuring performing
artists — is part of a complex that
also contains the Adelaide
Convention Centre and a
charming casino, which occu-
pies the building that former-
ly held the city’s train station.

In odd-numbered years,
Australia’s most celebrated
wine region, the Barossa
Valley, hosts an autumn
Vintage Festival. The valley is
located 55 miles north of
Adelaide.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Australia's largest state is four times
the size of Texas and occupies the
entire western third of the continent.
Most of its 1.5 million residents live
in the capital, Perth, and in nearby
Fremantle, a picturesque and historic
port that was refurbished to host
Australia's unsuccessful 1987 defense
of its America’s Cup trophy.
Australia’s west coast may be harder
for Americans to reach, but the price
of a luxury hotel room is about half
that on the nation’s east coast.

“In Perth, I felt I was back in
Southern California in 1975, " says
Candice Burroughs, president of
Kustom Incentive Concepts in San
Juan Capistrano, Calif. “The coloring,
the topography, all remind me of
that, though Perth just has hills, not
mountains.”

Perth has several resorts which
have opened in recent years and are
destinations in themselves. Prom-
inent among them is the 417-room
Burswood Island Resort, part of a
complex that includes a 21,680-seat
indoor sports stadium, a convention
center and a casino.

NORTHERN TERRITORY

The Northern Territory is a state of
spectacular national parks. Darwin,
on the north coast, is the capital and
largest city with a population of about
75,000. It serves as the northern gate-
way for the region’s attractions.
Kakadu National Park is Crocodile
Dundee country. Located 120 miles
east of Darwin, the 7,500-square-mile
park contains rain forests, waterfalls,
rock formations, exotic wildlife and a
great collection of aboriginal rock
paintings.

The state’s most famous attraction
is Ayers Rock, a red monolith six
miles in circumference that rises
1,000 feet from the desert floor. Also

—

By the end of 1995, convention
centers are scheduled to open in
both Brisbane and Cairns.

¢

known by its aboriginal name, Uluru,
it has many caves containing exam-
ples of aboriginal rock paintings.
Uluru National Park also includes the
$20 million US Yulara Resort, 12
miles from the rock, a self-contained
resort with a Sheraton, a Four
Seasons and a campground.

Alice Springs, about a five-hour
drive or 45-minute flight from Ayers
Rock, is a compact frontier town in
the heart of Australia’s red desert.
Attractions include stations of both
the Royal Flying Doctor Service and
the School of the Air, the Pitchi Richi
bird sanctuary and Emily Gap Camel
Farm. Alice Springs’ meeting venues
include the Sheraton Alice Springs
Hotel, the Yulara Resort Auditorium
and the Araluen Centre, which has an
art gallery featuring aboriginal art.

QUEENSLAND

Located in the northeastern part of
the country, Queensland is the
nation’s second-largest state. With its
n.iles of superb beaches, the area
around Brisbane is Australia’s play-
ground. Farther north is the Great
Barrier Reef, the natural feature that
attracts many American groups. And

for those who can tear themselves
away from the seashore, the interior
landscape is no less spectacular, with
its rain forests, mountains and
deserts.

Brisbane, Queensland’s capital, is
the fastest-growing city in Australia.
A decade ago the city was thought of
as an overgrown boondock. Now
there's a dramatic cluster of tall build-
ings in its center, and the once-
neglected riverfront gleams with
restaurants, shops and museums.
The city demonstrated to just about
everyone’s satisfaction that it had
come of age with the staging of
World Expo '88.

And it's not done yet. A new con-
vention center, airport develop-
ment and casino are in the
works; the convention center is
to open in March 1995 and the
airport extension in January
1996. The Brisbane airport
already has a modern domestic
terminal; a new international
terminal is to be built nearby.

About an hour’s drive south
of Brisbane is the Gold Coast,
a glittering resort area with miles of
beaches, luxury hotels, restaurants,
nightspots, marinas, golf courses,
theme parks, a flourishing movie-
making industry and some of the best
shopping in Australia. The Gold Coast
is also home to Australia’s largest
hotel-meeting facility, the Hotel
Conrad, which also has one of the
country’s largest casinos, Jupiter’s.

Queensland'’s most famous feature,
of course, is the Great Barrier Reef,
which extends for about 1,240 miles
along the coast and beyond, almost to
Papua New Guinea. Between the
coast and the reef are several nonco-
ral islands that have well-developed
resorts. Some have excellent confer-
ence facilities, including those at
Brampton, Dunk, Hamiiton and
Hayman islands.

In northern Queensland, sand-
wiched between the Great Barrier
Reef and exotic wilderness regions,
is Cairns, a major gateway to the
reef. A license for a new casino in
Cairns was issued in June, and
Queensland will have the licensee
and its financiers fund construction
of a convention center, which is
scheduled to open in 1995. @
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Gaining Momentum
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South Pacific nations look to the future as they improve on the past

ourism interests
throughout the
South Pacific are
looking toward the
future with an extra
dose of optimism fol-
lowing the announcement earli-
er this fall that Sydney will host
the Olympics in the year 2000.

“This creates a very good en-
vironment, not only for Aus-
tralia but for all the South Pacif-
ic,” said Bill Baker,
regional director of the
Americas for the Aus-
tralian_Touri i
sion in Los Angeles. “We
are going to go through
another one of those hot
periods.”

New Zealand also is
looking forward to the
year 2000, as its small
town of Gisborne is one of
the first places the sun's
rays will strike the earth in
the new millenium. Al
ready an organization is
working to generate inter-
est in traveling to the
South Pacific nation to wit-
ness the first dawn of
2000.

But optimism among
players in the South Pa-
cific’s tourism industry is hard-
ly reserved for events still sev-
en years away. Throughout the
region, arrivals from the U.S.
were up in the first half of 1993
over 1992, rising 5.9% to Aus-
tralia, 9.4% to New Zealand,
11% to French Polynesia (Tahi-
ti) and 14.4% to Fiji (January
through April).

Neighboring Papua New
Guinea also is enjoying in-
creased business from North
America, judging by returns
for Air Niugini, the country’s
national airline. By early fall,
the carrier’s 1993 revenues
from North America were up
18.5% over the previous year,
according to Kerry A. Byrd, re-
gional manager, the Americas,

>
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who noted that the airline has
not raised fares in three years.

For the South Pacific, such
numbers signal a much-need-
ed change in fortune. “We
turned the destination around
in 1992 for the first time in five
years,” said Al Keahi, manag-
ing director of the Tahiti
Tourism Board in El Segundo,
Calif. “And 1993 seems to be
doing very well.”

The 12 Apostles, a
natural rock formation
in Victoria, Australia.

For New Zealand too, the
numbers represent a positive
reversal after a five-year drop.
“U.S. visitors to New Zealand
definitely had been on a de-
cline. That’s why we're so ex-
cited about the change,” said
Kathy Ward, vice president for
the Americas for the New
Zealand Tourism Board in San-
ta Monica, Calif. ;

More for the Money
A variety of forces have come
together to fuel the positive

trend for these South Pacific
destinations. Not the least of
them are favorable currency ex-
change rates and low air fares,
both vital factors in the region’s
drive to reach a greater number
of US. travelers.

“The challenge in the US.
market remains poor percep-
tion of issues like distance and
the cost of the Australian expe-
rience,” the ATC'’s Baker said.

“But there’s product for under
$1,000, including air and ac-
commodations. Plus, in Aus
tralia, every time an American
puts down one U.S. dollar, he
picks up one-and-a-half Aus-
tralian doHars.”

New Zealand’s “value for
money” finally is being recog-
nized by the U.S. market, ac-
cording to Ward. “Value is a
difficult thing to communicate.
You get two New Zealand dol-
lars for one U.S. dollar, but it’s
difficult to know what that
means until you get there. Din-
ner might be four courses for
four people; it costs $60, and
the quality of the food and wine
is excellent. It would be double
that in the U.S. Hotel prices are

also big value for money in
terms of the standards in New
Zealand,” she said.

Travelers’ concerns about
costliness have long been a
thorn in the side of Tahiti’s
tourism promoters. “There is
this feeling that Tahiti’s expen-
sive,” said Keahi. “I think the
reason for that is that we don't
have any fast-food restaurants.
It is very European there, and
the lunches are the
biggest meals, so you
see expensive prices for
lunches.”

But Keahi is quick to
point out that food prices
have come down, thanks
in part to reductions in
import tariffs. And the
cost of a meal is further
reduced because tipping
is not the custom in Tahi-
ti. “You can get a bottle of
beer for $3 at a resort
and a mai tai for $4. And
we do have meal plans
with tour operators that
give them affordability.
People are beginning to
see that Tahiti is good
value,” he said.

Moreover, Keahi not-
ed, the price of air trans-
portation to French Polynesia
has stayed relatively low. “Fares
are still at $696 off the West
Coast.”

For Fiji, competitive air fares
also have been a boon, accord-
ing to Sitiveni Yagona, U.S. re-
gional director for the Fiji Visi-
tors Board in Los Angeles. He
cited air fares as one of several
factors that pushed U.S. visitor
arrivals past the 40,000 mark in
1993, a considerable increase
over the 34,802 who visited Fiji
in 1992. Yaqgona also noted an
increase in the number of tour
operators who include Fiji in
their programs and the “grow-
ing awareness by potential
travelers of the desirability of
using Fiji as an excellent
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stopover destination on their

way to or from Australia and
New Zealand.”

|  Even with the help of reason-

able air fares and the growth of

tour operator programs, the

South Pacific nations face the

not as far away as they seem.
“Flying from the West Coast of
the USS. to Sydney is very often
quicker than to many places in
western Europe,” Baker said.
“People from the West Coast
would think nothing of going to
Paris for five days. It is the same
flying time to Sydney. That is
part of the transition that we
need to make.”

Spreading the Word

Of all the South Pacific nations,
Australia has the most ample
means to broadcast its mes-
sage. The Australian Tourist
Commission spends $15.6 mil-
lion annually on its U.S. mar-
keting effort. Baker said his of-
fice will be using that money to
reach new segments of the
market.

“What we are seeing is new
kinds of people starting to ex-
perience Australia, people who
go down and only go to one or
two locations. While there is a
market for the grand tour of
Australia, that is only one part
of the market. We will be mov-

Overwater bungalows at The Bora
Bora Lagoon Resort in Tahiti.

ing more and more to capture
the market that may only have
two weeks,” he said. Those
travelers are younger than the
Eguntry’s traditional U.S. mar-

t.

“The Olympic Games help
us move toward more niche
marketing and special inter-
ests,” Baker added. “We're
looking to develop the cruise
market, honeymoons, meet-
ings and incentives.” As for
reaching travelers with special
interests, he said, “some spe-

cial interests,
from hot-air bal-
looning, to golf or
cooking, must be
promoted differ-
ently from the
generic Aus-
tralian product.
Special interests
react to different
messages. e
see  ourselves
making greater
use of that new
kind of product.”

For its part,
New Zealand al
ready is working
hard to reach

18 months of joint
efforts between
the tourism board and whole-
salers for recent growth in New
Zealand arrivals. “We've got
more marketing available, in-
cluding programs with a num-
ber of wholesalers that are very
carefully targeted to special mar-
ket segments, such as skiing,
golfing and trekking, as well as
broader markets, such as mo-
torcoach, FITs and fly-drives.
“We've got an awful lot of
product out there contributing
to the growth in arrivals,”
Ward said. “What we're trying

to do in the next 12 months is
to say, ‘How can we strategical-
ly use the joint venture fund to
sustain the growth over a
longer period of time?’ ”

One way New Zealand hopes
to do that is by cultivating re-
peat visits. “As a destination,
we're extremely fortunate that
travelers to New Zealand have
a' positive response almost
100% of the time. And about
40% of our business is based
on positive referrals that peo-
ple have given to friends and

-relatives,” Ward said. “We're

going to launch a return visitor
promotional campaign. There’s
definitely a market out there
for repeat travel, but we have
not capitalized on it yet.”

Australia already enjoys a
high incidence of repeat traf-
fic, about 30%, according to
Baker. “When they go there,
people realize there is such in-
credible depth to this country
that it’s not just a once-in-a-life-
time trip. Australia is a vacation
destination that people can go
to time and again.”

A Different Challenge
For the smaller and less-visited
South Pacific nations of French
Polynesia and Fiji, the chal-
lenges of reaching the U.S. mar-
ket are somewhat different.

In Tahiti, for example, after
Continued on Page 13
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE SOUTH PACIFIC ‘

The Australian Tourist Commission now maintains two of
fices in North America. In California: 2121 Ave. of the Stars, Suite
1200, Los Angeles 90067, (310) 552-1988; fax- (310) 552-1215. In
New Yori: 489 Fifth Ave., 31st Floor, New York 10017; (212) 687-
6300; fax: (212) 661-3340. The Australian Tourist Commission’s
travel agents’ helpline is (800) 433-AUSSIE. The ATC’s travel
agents’ manual can be obtained by calling (800) 888-3002.

The following Australian states and territories maintain U.S,
offices or have representatives in the U.S.

New South Wales Tourism Commission: (310) 552-9566;
fax: (310) 277-2263.

Northern Territory Tourist Commission (c/0 Myriad
Communications): (310) 645-9875; fax: (310) 6459876.

Queensland Tourist & Travel Corp.: (310) 7880997; fax:
(310) 7880128.

Tourism South Australia (c/o Australian Travel
quarters): (714) 852-2270; fax: (714) 852-2277.

New Zealand
New Zeadland Tourism Board: 501 Santa Monica Blvd.,
Suite 300, Santa Monica, Calif. 90401; (310) 395-7480, (800) 388

Head-

5494; fax: (310) 395-5453. In Canada, 888 Dunsmuir St., Suite
1200, Vancouver V6C3K4, (604) 684-2117, (800) 888-5494; fax:
(604) 684-1265.

Tubhlii/French Polynesia
Tahiti Tourism Board: 300 N. Continental Blvd., Suite 180,
El Segundo, Calif. 90245; (310) 414-8484; fax: (310) 414-8490.

i

Fiji Visitors Bureau: 5777 West Century Blvd., Suite 220,
Los Angeles 90045; (310) 568-1616, (800) YEA-FIJ1/932-3454;
fax: (310) 670-2318.

Air Niugini (National Tourist Office): 5000 Birch St., Suite
3000, Newport Beach, Calif. 92660; (714) 752-5440; fax: (714)
476-3741.

The Cock Isiands

Cook Islands Tourist Authority: 6033 W. Century Blvd.,
Suite 690, Los Angeles 90045; (310) 216-2872, (800) 624-6250;
fax: (310) 216-2868.

'
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Continued from Page 5

research indicated that its U.S.
visitors desire travel experi-
ences that differ significantly
from the familiar comforts of
home, the Tahiti Tourism
Board decided to focus its ef-
forts on five primary markets:
general leisure, moenuve. bare-
boat yachts and cruises, scuba
diving and honeymooners,
Keahi said.

He added, “We're trying to
position clients before they go
over not to expect this huge
glitter of brass and glass. We
know what we can provide and
what we can’'t. We're not a
Waikiki. We're not a Mexico.
We are ‘Islands Beyond the Or-
dinary,” ” he said, quoting Tahi-
ti's marketing slogan.

At the same time, Tahiti is up-
grading its offering. “We still
have a lot of work to do back
home. We're working on the in-
frastructure, and the hotels have
spent a tremendous amount of
money upgrading. We're edu-
cating the children about
tourism. We're keeping the area
clean. People are beginning to
focus on the fact that tourism is
important,” Keahi said.

At the Fiji Visitors Bureau,
Yagona said the nation's U.S.
marketing plans will focus in
part on the honeymoon market
in 1994. “We will be extolling
the beauty, charm and romance
of our islands as not only a hon-
eymoon but also as a wedding
destination. Our message will
be carried in at least two bridal
publications in 1994.”

While Fiji also continues to
capitalize on its growing pres-
ence in the dive market, the na-
tion’s tourism interests are
gearing up to go after another
growth market. “Ecotourism is
a market that we have been
studying and could provide an-
other growth area in the mid-
term,” Yagona said. “Much
planning and organization has
to be conducted in Fiji to pre-
pare the necessary infrastruc-
ture for this market, but we
have a wealth of natural assets.”

The greatest challenge is en-
suring that airline capacity
keeps pace with visitor growth,
particularly at a time when the

LTS
~

carriers serving the islands
from the U.S. may have other
scheduling and capacity priori-
ties, Yaqona said.

A Unique Destination
Like Fiji, Papua New Guinea
has benefited from increased
awareness in the dive market
of the country’s spectacular
underwater sights. “We're list-
ed among the top diving desti-
nations in the world, equal to
the Red Sea and Mncronesla,
said Byrd of Air Niugini. He
cited the diversity of dive sites,
noting the presence of some
500 World War I wrecks off-

13

shore and an abundance of col
orful marine life.

Even without such attrac-
tions, Papua New Guinea holds
a singular position in the mar-
ket, thanks to its distinctive of-
fering. “It's the most unusual
and umque destination left in
the world,” Byrd said. “People

looking for something where

there’s culture. They're look-
ing for the real thing.”

For travel agents, Papua New

l();ou:;ea has beoommto

according to . “Now

we have through fares, so when

peopie pull them up on the com-
puter it's much easier. We have
fares with Delta and Cathay Pa-
cific through Hong Kong, fares
with Qantas through Cairns
and with Northwest through
Sydney. That makes it so much
easier to sell.”

Although “We're the first to
admit Papua New Guinea is an
expensive destination, mainly
because of the infrastructure,”
Byrd said, most travelers find it
well worth the price. “We don't
get complaints, when they
come back,” Byrd said. “It's an
expeditionary-type infrastruc-

ture, but it's five-star.” {

Down Under

DIRECT

New Wldebody rvnce Due from LAX to Sydney

Now your clients can fly direct to Sydney, Australia on Polynesian Ailines, the
carrier serving the South Pacific for nearly 35 years. Or, book your clients on
Polynesian Airlines’ convenient new service to Melbourne. Stop-overs on the
beautiful island of Apia, Western Samoa are also offered at no additional
charge. Be sure to tell your clients about our special PolyPass, which includes
unlimited travel in the South Pacific at one affordable fare.

POLYNESIAN AIRLINES

We call it Home. You'll call it Paradise.

Polynesian Airlines’ flight schedules and information can be accessed through all
major CRS systems (airline code PH) or by calling:

(800) 592-7100
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outh Pacific tourism

promoters are high-

lighting the impor-

tance of helping travel

agents to provide

their customers with
accurate, up-to-date and de-
tailed assistance.

A number of South Pacific
destinations are now bending
over backwards to educate the
trade on their products, hoping
to create partnerships with
agents that will help tourism of-
fices convert inquiries to sales.

Leading the way is Australia,
which introduced its Aussie
Specialist program, an agent ed-
ucation and certification plan, in
1992. Retailers who purchase an
Aussie Specialist Training Kit
for $24.95 are provided with a
self-training video course, a ref-
erence manual, a consumer
video and a quiz. Agents who
correctly answer 90% of the
questions on the quiz become
Aussie Specialists, entitling
them to receive marketing as-
sistance, including regular up-
dates on products and destina-
tions, marketing tips, invitations
to special events and, most im-
portantly, consumer referrals.

As of July, about 1,200 agents
had completed the program, far
exceeding expectations. The

Australian Tourist Commission
now is looking to refine the pro-
gram. “Simply because some-
one has a designation as an
Aussie Specialist doesn't mean
they have it forever,” explained
Bill Baker, the ATC's regional
director for the Americas. “We'l
be putting in place perfor-
mance and other criteria and
setting up an advisory board.
We wish to develop business
partnerships and to help agents
become a very important part
of our distribution system.”

Open to all US. travel agents
is the ATC's agents-only
helpline — (800) 433-AUSSIE
— which is staffed from 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m. Central Time. In Janu-

Destinations offer product education

A resident of Pitcairn
Island poses by
mutineer John
Adams’ grave.

ary 1993, the ATC also began
issuing a Travel Agents Manual
to complement its consumer
guide, “Destination Australia.”
The agent manual, updated an-
nually, is available by calling
(800) 888-3002.

Not far behind Australia is
the New Zealand Tourism
Board, which is developing its
own agent program. “We find
we have a tremendous number
of consumers who call us for in-
formation but have not made
reservations yet,” said Kathy
Ward, vice president, the Amer-
icas, for the board. “We're not in
a position to convert that inter-
est into a sale. Travel agents are
an important link in the conver-
sion process, and New Zealand
is a good vacation opportunity
for them to sell. We want to
make it easier for them.”

New Zealand expects to in-
troduce their agent program by

1L
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early spring. “We're working on
a strategy with the trade to de-
velop a selected group of
agents who are extremely well
trained on New Zealand so we
can refer consumers to them,”
Ward said.

Another initiative that Ward
said will help agents booking
clients to New Zealand is a hotel
classification and grading sys-
tem that should be in place by
November 1994. “If a travel
agent isn't completely familiar
with a destination, they need to
have some reference point so
they can recommend accom-
modations,” Ward said.

At the Tahiti Tourism Board,
managing director Al Keahi
said that though his organiza-
tion is not prepared yet to des-
ignate agents as Tahiti special-
ists, “We are working hard to
get our travel agents better ed-
ucated. We are coming up with
workshops and other programs
that people can attend. The key
is that we want to begin to send
these agents the names of peo-
ple who are interested in going

to Tahiti so we can work to--

gether to convert that sale. We
want agents to feel comfortable
so they can book Tahiti.”

To that end, the tourism
board offered agent workshops
in five West Coast locations this
fall. Additional programs are
planned for the East Coast in
early 1994, according to Keahi.

Fiji also plans to introduce an
agent education program,
probably by February or
March of 1994, according to
Sitiveni Yaqgona, U.S. regional
director for the Fiji Visitors Bu-
reau. “We will be launching our
own Fiji Specialist kit, which
will offer in-depth training for
targeted retail agents on the
Fiji product and how to sell it
successfully in the US.~
Yaqona said. “The kit is similar
to the ATC kit, with videos and
a detailed booklet on the desti-
nation and how it could be pro-
moted and sold.”

The Fiji Visitors Bureau also
will continue to offer its Fiji
Showcase seminars to travel
agents. The bureau has reached
1,600 agents nationwide since it
began the presentations in 1991.
Next year, it will offer the semi-

nars only in California, given the
high proportion of its North
American visitors who come
from that state. The seminars in-
clude an overview of Fiji by the
visitors bureau and presenta-
tions by Fijian hotels, tour oper-
ators and the region’s three ma-
jor airlines, Qantas, Air New
Zealand and Air Pacific.

Agents who contact the Fiji
Visitors Bureau for information
will receive its travel guide, a
consumer fact sheet and
posters. Videos are available for
$6.95 and hotel brochures are
available -on request. The bu-
reau also has created a data
base, available on computer
diskette, with complete infor-
mation on the country.

For agents with clients inter-
ested in traveling to Papua New
Guinea, Air Niugini is the main
source of information. The car-
rier, which serves as the nation-
al tourism office for Papua New
Guinea in North America, of
fers a number of resources to
agents. New this year is a tour
book for retailers, available
free, listing all of the country’s
destinations. It includes com-
plete information on lodges,
cruises, dive operations, surf-
ing and adventure packages.

A video on the country, avail-
able in English and Spanish, is
$10. Other sales aids include
posters, shell folders, maps, a
general information book and
diving brochures.

One resource for agents that
covers not only the region’'s
main destinations but several
smaller ones, including the
Cook Islands, the Solomon Is-
lands, Vanuatu and New Cale-
donia, is the two-year-old South
Pacific Promotion Group.
Made up of many of the area’s
national tourism offices and air-
lines, the promotion group is
planning agent training ses-
sions for 1994,

“We're trying to use the orga-
nization as an educational facili-
ty. providing collateral materi-
als. product information and
seminars for travel agents so
they can be a; familiar with the
South Pacific as they are with
Europe or the Caribbean,” said
Ward, who also is deputy chair-
man of the group. B
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great deal of
tourism-related ac-
tivity has taken
place in the South
Pacific this past
year. Among the
new and improved attractions
and infrastructure are the fol-
lowing, listed by country.

Australia

¢ Orient-Express Hotels open-
ed the deluxe 100-room Obser-
vatory Hotel in Sydney’s Rocks
district in February. Designed
and furnished in the style of a
1900s Australian country
home, the property has two

Attractions and facilities update

float tank and sauna, CD play-
ers in all guest rooms and fax
machines in each of its 22
suites. Opening at the end of a
hotel building boom in Sydney,
it is expected to be the last first
class hotel to open in the city
this century.

¢ In 1992, the following ho-
tels opened in Sydney: the 573
room ANA Hotel Sydney; the
149-room Quay West Sydney;
the 241-room Sydney Marriott;
the 560-room Park Lane Syd-
ney; the 318room Sheraton
Sydney Airport Hotel, and the
266-room Metro Inn Hotel.

¢ Elsewhere, properties that
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Hotel; the 388-room Sheraton
Towers Southgate Melbourne;
the 323-room Novotel Mel-
bourne on Collins; the 83-room
Perth Townhouse Travelodge;
the 330-room Marriott Surfers
Paradise Resort (Queensland);
the 250-room Club Med Linde-
man Island; the 202-unit King-
fisher Bay Resort and Village
(Fraser Island), and the 102-
unit Laguna Quays Resort.

* A number of airport im-
provements are in the works, in-
cluding a major upgrade and ex-
pansion of international
terminal facilities at the Tulla-
marine airport in Melbourne,

construction of an additional

runway at the Sydney airport by
1995 and a new international
terminal at Brisbane’s airport
by early 1995.

A new airport slated to open
in 1994, southwest of Sydney at
Badgery’s Creek, is scheduled

national airport by 2010. Major
expansions and improvements
at Sydney airport’s international
terminal were completed in De-
cember 1992.
¢ Interest in tourism that fo-

cuses on aboriginal people and
culture is on the rise, according
to the Australi ist Com-
_mission_and U.S. tour opera-
tors. There are now more than
50 Australian-based tours that
explore the country’s many
aboriginal tribes; 20 of the pro-
grams are privately owned and
operated by aborigines.

Fiji

¢ The 30-villa Sheraton Vomo
Resort was scheduled to open
on Oct. 30 on Vomo Island, off
the northwest coast of Fiji's
main island of Viti Levu. The
deluxe oceanfront property is
located on 225 acres and in-
cludes several restaurants and

restaurants, a health and fit- | opened in 1992 included the | to be developed into Sydney’s | bars. A daily activities program
ness facility with steam room, { 384-room Centra Melbourne | second largest domestic/inter- | is provided, and there are facili-
' a— lagh <Y - W - F~—— Vagm 'Y - ‘1 | .- -'n/ ......... = — —————— -t
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i hassle Ofb"“’ free-lance coung

t was'§ phorie Gall Gut 6f 5= ‘W D
footloo:epg'avelefs -dream. — -~-=ieave M"NW'York,

IBcPauﬁc,aLosﬁngeleseouner suchdﬁesasChmgo,Houston,
service, 1 booked a Continental . Boston and Atlanta either have -

Airlines t leaving a few days  some cotmier flights or are sched--

later for Sydqey, Australia. a%m -tiled, to-start within- the next few

All T had to do was bring a , . -baggage allowance, couriers fiy at
mny-onbagandshowupatﬂ:e’ﬁgnm*‘mg’;mg)ya

airport two hours before my- ircerit or higher I '
heduled depart whenan...,pgmeqtothgher.hndingaﬁee

IBC-Pacific representative would ~ The requirements for my own

meetmeattheCotgunental Jﬂl’_to
rd wmxt:i;n‘;'abﬁ 2ctl:%to I had to.be &t least 21 years oid
Ausu-aha,andwasctmousabout ‘need 'a visa for "h.but
the cultlike popularity of courjer : Deed a Austratia .
travel — which aficionads claim : %‘W that at short notice.
mt whest thing td 'S must return two weeks later, on

Since it’s more expensive and'  the date IBC-Pacific specified I -

time-consuming to ship something Wwas

overseas as freight than as - card. .

checked baggage (which must be curity deposit of$500-that

accompanied by a passenger), an ' U

estimated 50-60 ‘'U.S. companies - " 'See COURIER/Page E13
H ~ - .

~Ten jminutes .after_callifig"~.3> e, ‘Saii’ Funusoo‘ihd lliaxm, lmtr
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! on consecutive
iyou’ll need to make hotel reserva-

couriers are ‘buying a not a
ticket.” Tho names
are listed in airline’s -

eounersmquci::h, t;ne:lin
advance, b money order or
eashiel‘s?:{:edLAndtheymight

" hold the return portion of the

BB Eohd

your destination, to

34

T :
mmeles,lehirpﬂyoon-
to the woman next to me
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