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“I am leaving with some opti­
mism,” United States Secretary' of 
Commerce Gina Raimondo said 
after completing her recent visit 
to China.

During the visit, which exempli­
fied the potential for constructive 
diplomacy, Raimondo engaged in 
crucial talks with her Chinese 
counterpart, heralding a new chap­
ter of cooperation between the two 
global economic powerhouses. 

The bilateral discussions, without 
yielding any significant break­
through, resulted in the establish­
ment of a robust framework for 
enhanced communication and 
dispute resolution.

Amid an atmosphere of good­
will, the establishment of fresh 
communication channels and a 
dedicated working group to 
address trade disputes signals a 
mutual commitment to trade sta­
bility. Furthermore, the introduc­
tion of an export control 
information exchange mecha­
nism demonstrates that Raimon­
do reciprocated Chinese 
Commerce Minister Wang Wen- 
tao’s advocacy of transparency 
and trust-building in bilateral 
economic relations. 

Crucially, the commitment to 
regular high-level meetings 
reflects a sincere intention to 
bridge divides and foster long-term 
collaboration.

Raimondo’s visit to China tran­
scended mere economic discus­
sions, highlighting the broader 
scope of cooperation between the 
two nations. Her meetings with 
high-ranking Chinese officials, 
who in addition to Commerce 
Minister Wang included Premier 
Li Qiang, Vice-Premier He Lifeng, 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Cul­
ture and Tourism Minister Hu 
Heping, underscored the compre­
hensive nature of discussions that 
extended beyond economic con­
siderations. This diplomatic 
engagement signified a mutual 
understanding that actions must 
align with words.

he Lize Financial Business 
District in southwestern
Beijing is home to numer­

ous glass-walled high-rises, which 
stand as proud sentinels keeping 
watch over this new landmark in 
the Chinese capital.

The district only opened at the 
end of 2021, but under the ground 
nearby lie the ancient city walls 
and moat of Zhongdu, which in 
1153 became the capital of the Jin 
Dynasty (1115-1234). It was the first 
time that Beijing had been the cap­
ital city during a Chinese dynasty.

By MAO WEEHUA in Urumqi 

and ZHAO RUIXUE

By CAO DESHENG in Jakarta

caodesheng@chinadaily.com.cn

The company mainly sells its 
trout in Beijing, Shanghai, Guang­
zhou, Dalian and markets in Singa­
pore and Malaysia.

“The meltwater is pure, cold and 
rich in dissolved oxygen, which is 
perfect for raising trout,” said Li, the 
company’s manager.

ByXINWEN

xinwen@chinadaily.com.cn

has played an important role in 
promoting regional development 
and prosperity. “The more difficult 
it is, the more we need to seek soli­
darity and cooperation.”

As the world is entering a new peri­
od of turbulence and changes and 
global development endeavors face 
tremendous challenges, Li empha­
sized the need to prioritize develop­
ment in regional cooperation, 
eliminate all kinds of interference, tap 
into cooperation potential and strive 
to explore a more stable, vibrant and 
inclusive development path.

China is walling to work with all 
parties to take the implementation 
of the new ASEAN Plus Three Coop­
eration Work Plan as an opportunity 
to promote regional economic inte­
gration and connectivity, enhance 
partnership in innovation and the 
digital economy, and strengthen

Japan’s discharging of nuclear-con­
taminated water from the Fukushi­
ma nuclear plant, urging Japan to 
faithfully fulfill its international obli­
gations and engage in full consulta­
tions with neighboring countries 
and other stakeholders to handle the 
issue in a responsible manner.

While attending the 26th China- 
ASEAN leaders’ meeting earlier on 
Wednesday, Li commended the 
development of ties between China 
and ASEAN, and said that over the 
past decade, China and ASEAN 
have maintained a relationship 
characterized by sincerity, mutual 
assistance, mutual benefit, mutual 
coordination and inclusiveness.

They have worked together to forge 
a path of long-term good neighborli­
ness, friendship and shared develop­
ment and prosperity amid the 
evolving global landscape, he added. 

Li underlined the need for China 
and ASEAN to promote cooperation 
in emerging industries, such as new 
energy vehicles, photovoltaics and

More than 2,900 square meters 
of the Zhongdu city wall ruins were 
unearthed in 2019 and 2020, and a 
section of the western wall, which 
is 24 meters wide at its thickest 
point, is the best preserved.

The old city ruins, together with 
the kitchen tools and ornaments 
used by residents in ancient 
times, have been preserved at the 
site or in museums.

artificial intelligence, expand people- 
to-people exchanges and enhance 
cooperation in fields such as culture, 
tourism, training and youth.

The premier emphasized the 
importance of maintaining regional 
peace and stability by actively 
advancing consultations on the Code 
of Conduct in the South China Sea 
and cooperating in combating tele­
communication and cyber fraud.

The leaders of ASEAN countries 
attending the meeting highly 
praised the achievements of ASEAN- 
China cooperation, saying that the 
comprehensive strategic partner­
ship between ASEAN and China has 
brought great benefits to the people 
of the region and promoted regional 
peace, development and stability.

ASEAN countries welcome the 
progress made in formulating the 
Code of Conduct in the South China 
Sea and look forward to the early 
conclusion of the negotiations on 
upgrading the ASEAN-China Free 
Trade Agreement, they added.

Seafood sales fall in South Korea due 
to Japan’s discharge of tainted water

The melting snow and glaciers of 
the Tianshan mountain range — 
water known for its purity — make 
for superior-quality fish.

Taking advantage of the water 
resources, Tianyun has been devel­
oping fish farms and processing 
facilities since 2014 in Nilka county. 
It now offers a series of products, 
ranging from fillets to minced trout.

Mutton and sweet fruit ordinarily 
steal the culinary spotlight in the 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region. 
But they will soon have to share the 
stage with an unlikely contender in 
the inland region — aquatic food.

Freshwater aquatic produce, which 
is cultivated in cold, clear water from 
melting snow, is set to evolve into 
newfound delicacies in Xinjiang.

Production of rainbow trout raised 
in rivers in Nilka county is expected 
to reach 6,000 metric tons this year, 
nearly double last year’s output, 
according to Xinjiang Tianyun 
Organic Agriculture Co.

Rainbow trout, which belongs to 
the same family as salmon, is known 
for its meaty texture and few bones, 
making it an ideal food source.

“Demand in the market for trout is 
significant,” said Li Chunyu, general 
manager of Tianyun. “Our company 
is currently operating at full capacity, 
producing fresh trout every day”

China is the world’s largest market 
for aquatic products. Last year, the 
country imported 4.54 million tons 
of aquatic products, an increase of 
more than 20 percent year-on-year.

China, other nations 
urged to join hands 
to boost global travel

sustainable development and pover­
ty reduction efforts, Li said.

He called for further releasing 
the dividends of the Regional Com­
prehensive Economic Partnership 
and promoting the free flow of fac­
tors of production to expand and 
upgrade trade and investment. 

“We hope that all parties will 
support Hong Kong’s accession to 
the RCEP as one of the first new 
members,” he added.

The premier also emphasized the 
need to leverage the strengths of 
geographical proximity and eco­
nomic complementarity to opti­
mize and upgrade industrial and 
supply chains in the region.

“China is willing to deepen coop­
eration with all parties in areas such 
as the digital economy, clean energy 
and new energy vehicles to promote 
the development of emerging 
industries and cultivate more new 
economic growth points together.” 

During the meeting, Li reiterated 
China’s position on the issue of

China has also become one of the 
world’s largest salmon importers, 
with Norway, Canada and Chile as 
the main suppliers, according to the 
General Administration of Customs. 

Because of concerns regarding 
seafood after discharges into the 
Pacific Ocean of nuclear-contami­
nated water from Japan’s Fukushima 
Daiichi power plant, freshwater 
aquatic products will likely become 
more popular in the future.

There are many choices, includ­
ing South American white shrimp, 
tilapia, abalone and lobster’ being 
raised in Xinjiang and making their 
way onto consumers’ dining tables 
nationwide. Some of these products 
are also sold in foreign markets.

The high salinity of the ground in 
many' parts of Xinjiang and die 
region’s natural lakes provide a con­
ducive environment for fish farms 
in the region, experts said.

Farmers in a village in Midong dis­
trict of Urumqi, the region’s capital, 
have been busy catching South Amer­
ican white shrimp lately. The village 
has 10 freshwater shrimp ponds that 
produce more than 50 tons annually. 

The shrimp produced here are 
prized by consumers, according to 
local media reports.

Premier stresses vital role of ASEAN Plus Three 
mechanism in promoting regional prosperity

WORLD WATCH
By Imran Khalid

Xinjiang Tianyun Organic Agriculture Co’s aquaculture cages for 
rainbow trout breeding are seen in Nilka county, Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region, provided to china daily
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Premier Li Qiang on Wednesday 
called for Asian countries, including 
members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, China, 
Japan and the Republic of Korea, to 
focus on the overall interests of 
Asia’s peaceful development and 

jointly address various 
risks and challenges in 
a bid to promote 
regional prosperity 
and stability.

Li made die remarks
when addressing the 26 th ASEAN- 
China, Japan and ROK (10+3) lead­
ers’ meeting in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

The premier said that the ASEAN 
Plus Three cooperation mechanism 
has undergone numerous crises 
and tests in the past 20 years, but it 
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walls, the Jurchen population could 
have been wiped out by this strong 
noxthern tribe.

Later, the Jurchen people faced 
threats from the Mongols. 

“Outer defense is of paramount 
importance to an ancient city. Once 
the outer city walls are breached, 
defense of die inner city is basically 
rendered useless,” Ding said.

She added that at various periods, 
all Jin Dynasty rulers introduced 
policies to encourage farming.

“The emphasis they placed on 
land and agriculture brought stabil­
ity, and the Jurchen people, who 
relied on fishing and hunting for a 
living, started to settle down, which 
deepened their dependence on cit­
ies,” she said.

Although the Zhongdu city gates 
have not yet been discovered, find­
ing the moat and tower shaped like 
a horse’s head are strong evidence 
that Zhongdu possessed a complete 
defensive system as a capital city, 
Ding said.

1952: Architectural 
remains and Jin Dynasty (1115- 

1234) tombs are discovered 
near Taoranting Park in 

Xicheng district, Beijing. 
1958: Archaeologists sur­

vey the remains of the Zhong­

du city wall and conduct a 

comprehensive survey of the 
site. They also draw a prelimi­
nary sketch of the Zhongdu 

city restoration.
1990: The Zhongdu water 

gate is discovered at a com­

munity in Fengtai district, Bei­

jing. The remains consist of 
north-south wooden and stone 

structures, with the gate built 

across the city wall. Water 
flowed north to south through 
a tunnel, entering the southern 

moat in Zhongdu.
1990: The Zhongdu palace 

area ruins are discovered, with 

specific locations of the main 

palace and other buildings 

identified.

ty, the principle of following a 
central axis to build a capital city 
took shape. Later, Beijing 
expanded along the central axis 
and followed the layout formulat­
ed for Zhongdu.”

Liu said Zhongdu comprised the 
imperial city, the palace city and 
the outer city. Areas housing pot­
tery stores, ironware shops, pastry 
houses and residents’ homes were 
scattered along the central North-

Turning point
Liu Naitao, deputy director of 

the Beijing Archaeological Site 
Museum and co-curator of the new 
exhibition, said, “The establish­
ment of Zhongdu during the Jin 
Dynasty was not only a new stage 
in die development of the ancient 
dynasty, but also a new era in the 
history of Beijing’s urban develop­
ment, marking a turning point in 
the history of Chinese capital cities. 

“The overall layout of Zhong­
du is similar to that of Bianliang 
(present-day Kaifeng city in 
Henan), which was capital of the 
Northern Song Dynasty (960- 
1127) and influenced the con­
struction of capitals in the Yuan, 
Ming and Qing dynasties. 

“After Zhongdu was built and 
became capital in the Jin Dynas-

c "W *

South axis, which stretched out 
from the imperial palace.

As the political, economic and 
cultural center of the Jin Dynasty, 
the ruling class and people from 
different social strata and ethnic 
backgrounds gathered in Zhong­
du. It also attracted a huge num­
ber of businesses and artisans.

The mix of residents and busi­
nesses helped Zhongdu absorb and 
integrate the characteristics of Han 
culture with nomadic traditions — 
promoting the city’s prosperity and 
development.

One such example is the living 
quarters. Liu said die enclosed 
communities of die Liao Dynasty 
were replaced by a system in which 
neighborhoods were open during 
die day, along with commercial 
streets and alleyways.

“During the early Tang Dynasty 
and the Liao Dynasty, living quar­
ters in Beijing were enclosed on all 
four sides, with a square in the cen­
ter of the neighborhood,” Liu said. 
“The living quarters resembled 
modern communities and were 
surrounded by four walls and one 
gate for each main direction. The 
gates opened in the morning and 
closed at night.”

The new residential quarters 
established in Zhongdu were differ­
ent from the earlier ones, he said, 
adding that archaeological excava­
tions revealed the demolition of 
walls and the disappearance of 
gates. Open streets and alleys were 
integrated with residential commu­
nities. As a result, the city’s econo­
my and businesses flourished.

Records show that during its 
most prosperous period, Zhongdu 
had 62 enclosed residential com­
munities, each occupying about
500 square meters. These commu­
nities opened at about 4 am or 5 am 
and closed at 6 pm or 7 pm.

The exterior of the 
Beijing Archaeological 

Site Museum, yang 
ZHIGUO / FOR CHINA DAILY

, An exhibition commemorat­
ing the 870th anniversary of 
Beijing becoming the capital, 

which opened at the Beijing 
Archaeological Site Museum 

on June 10, runs until 
t Sept 30.

A total of 187 cultural 
, relics from six Jin Dynasty 

sites are exhibited at the muse­
um, including architectural pieces 
from the Jinzhongdu ruins, porce­
lain, gold and silverware, jade, pot­
tery and murals reflecting daily life. 

The imperial palace, lanes and 
hutong, or alley ways, in which resi­
dents lived, as well as city gates, 
moats, streets and the tombs of 
imperial family members, are 
depicted in the form of objects and 
other traces left by the Jurchen and 
Han people who lived in Zhongdu. 

Well-known scenic spots in Bei­
jing, such as Yinshan Pagoda Forest 
in Changping district and Lugou 
Bridge in Fengtai, which were built 
when Zhongdu was capital of the 
Jin Dynasty, are also highlighted at 
the exhibition.

Ding Lina, a researcher at the 
Beijing Archaeological Research 
Institute, who focuses on studies of 
the Liao (907-1125), Jin and Yuan 
(1271-1368) dynasties, said, “We can 
observe the communication and 
integration between the Jurchen 
and Han people through cultural 
aspects of the tomb artifacts from 
the Jin Dynasty.

“For example, at a Han ethnic 
burial site, we discovered 
not only the Buddhist cop­
per ornaments that Han 
people believe in, but also 
small copper figurine, 
which is generally 
thought to represent a , 
ritual object used in the 
Jurchen people’s primi­
tive shamanistic religion. 

“In the tombs, we also 
found that ethnic cultural integra­
tion between the Han and Jurchen 
people was a two-way process, with 
the two ethnicities influencing and 
promoting each other.”

Ding said the Jin Dynasty mauso­
leum system, in which imperial 
tombs were built on mountains 
near' the capital, followed the shape 
and structure of those from the 
Tang (618-907) and Song (960-1279) 
dynasties.

The layout of the mausoleums is 
also evidence of the merging of 
Jurchen and Han culture, Ding 
said.

She added that due to the reloca­
tion of the capital and imperial 
mausoleums, a large number of 
Jurchen nobles and warriors, along 
with people from minority groups 
such as the Bohai and Khitan, came 
to Zhongdu to promote cultural 
exchanges among different ethnic 
groups.

In the 120-year history of the Jin 
Dynasty, its capital city was relocat­
ed twice. When Wanyan Liang, the 
fourth Jin Dynasty emperor, 
ascended the throne, he moved the 
dynastic capital to Yanjing (present-

Defensive system
Jin Dynasty Emperor Wanyan 

Liang, who decided to relocate the 
capital, set up a complete defensive 
system around Zhongdu to prevent 
potential attacks from northern 
Mongolian tribes. The Jin Dynasty 
was one of the few established by an 
ethnic minority.

Ding, from the Beijing Archaeo­
logical Research Institute, said that 
before the Tang Dynasty, emphasis 
on the defensive capabilities of the 
capital was placed on high walls 
and deep moats. However, over 
time, as more artillery was used in 
military battles, the city wall need­
ed to be improved.

“The city wall was about 16 to 18 
meters high and the moat was 66 
meters wide. The wall, the moat 
and other facilities such as a forti­
fied tower shaped like a horse’s 
head constituted the defensive 
works of Zhongdu,” she said.

At the start of the Jurchen 
regime, the rulers faced resistance 
and suppression from the nomadic 
Khitan people. Without sturdy city

Past and present 4k ju 
Zhongdu, which jEhH 

covered 25 sq km, 
was the capital for 62 MSeE 
years in the Jin 
Dynasty. The earliest / v 
central axis of Bei- / 
jing was also that ‘ 
of Zhongdu, even 
though it is located in the 
southwest of present-day Beijing. 

“When Wanyan Liang first 
moved the capital to Zhongdu, the 
city’s population was relatively 
small,” Ding said. To increase the 
population and promote the city’s 
development, a 10-year labor tax 
exemption policy was introduced to 
attract more residents to settle in 
Zhongdu, she added.

“Zhongdu was a city full of mys­
tery, so when I knew that I had the 
opportunity to excavate the ancient 
rains at the end of 2019,1 felt privi­
leged and excited,” she said. 

“Under our feet is a capital city 
with a history of more than 800 
years. Being one of the first to dis­
cover how these buildings were 
constructed made me realize I had 
a great responsibility and obliga­
tion to conduct archaeological 
work for the public.”

In winter 2020, the archaeologi­
cal excavation team led by Ding 
discovered a Jin Dynasty cross­
roads under the Lize Soho build­
ing. Ding said that by coincidence, 
there is an interchange between 
the Beijing Subway Line 14 and 
Line 16 at the location where the 
crossroads was found.

The Beijing municipal govern­
ment said bidding to construct a 
themed city park archaeological 
site — Zhongdu of Jin Dynasty — 
opened in April. Covering 150,000 
sq m, the park will be located in 
and around the Lize commercial 
area in Fengtai. Construction is 
expected to be completed in a year. 

Venues for cultural exhibitions 
and public services will be provid­
ed, as well as an outdoor display 
area that highlights the history of 
Zhongdu, city' officials said.
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day Beijing) in 1153, from the north­
eastern city of Shangjing (now Har­
bin, capital of Heilongjiang 
province). Zhongdu was also cho­
sen by the emperor as the dynastic 
capital due to its abundant resour­
ces and well-connected transporta­
tion links.

Before the Jin Dynasty, most 
capitals of ancient Chinese dynas­
ties were located in Luoyang, 
Henan province, or Xi’an, Shaanxi 
province. Earlier than this, Erli- 
tou and Yinxu in Henan were cap­
itals during the Xia and Shang 
dynasties (c. 21st century-llth 
century BC).

The book Current Affairs of Bei­
jing, written during the reign of 
Emperor Qianlong (1711-99) dur­
ing the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) 
states: “Starting from ancient 
times, emperors have established 
their capitals in many places 
(across China). For a long time, 
only the plain in central Shaanxi 
was favored by them as a capital. 
Now, only Yanjing is comparable, 
and has been considered a capital 
city for an extended period.”

Beijing, initially founded as Ji, 
capital of the Yan state during the 
Western Zhou Dynasty (c. 11th cen- 
tury-771BC), was only a border town 
in the northern region of China in 
the Tang Dynasty and the southern 
capital during the Liao Dynasty. It 
became known as Zhongdu in the 
Jin Dynasty, and acted as the 
nation’s political and cultural center. 

Kublai Khan, founder' of the Yuan 
Dynasty, renamed Zhongdu as 
Dadu (“great capital”) and declared 
it the national capital.

In 1403, Zhu Di, also known as 
Emperor Yongle, the third 
emperor of the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644), 
decided to relocate the 

• capital from Nanjing to 
Beiping, and renamed 

the latter Beijing.
In 1644, Emperor Shunzhi, 

the first emperor of the Qing Dynas­
ty to enter Beijing, moved the capi­
tal from Shengjing (now Shenyang 
in Liaoning province) to Beijing.

Left: Ding Lina (right), a researcher at the Beijing Archaeological Research Institute, takes part in an excavation at the Zhongdu site during the winter in 2019. provid­
ed to china daily Center: Objects from the Jin Dynasty (1115-1243) are displayed in an ongoing exhibition at the Beijing Archaeological Site Museum. Right: An 
aerial view of the Jin Dynasty Imperial Mausoleums in Beijing’s Fangshan district, photos by yang zhiguo / for china daily
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Raimondo’s visit, following a 
series of similar engagements by 
senior US officials, rekindled hope 
for a more harmonious and produc­
tive future. The momentous occa­
sion also demonstrated the potential 
for cooperation and set the stage for 
improved diplomatic ties. 

Her call for a fair regulatory 
environment for US businesses in 
China resonated with the need for 
equity, while China’s commerce 
minister emphasized the impor­
tance of ending discriminatory 
subsidies and sanctions against 
Chinese enterprises. 

The recent visits to China by sen­
ior officials of the administration of 
US President Joe Biden signify a pal­
pable shift in the US approach. They 
also demonstrate a growing aware­
ness in Washington that actions tar­
geting China can inadvertently harm 
US interests. This acknowledgment 
underscores the importance of a 
more balanced and constructive 
approach to fostering stability and 
growth in die global arena.

makes decoupling from China a 
lofty and unrealistic goal. 

A more strategic approach 
would involve recognizing the 
complexities of global trade and 
seeking avenues of cooperation 
and engagement rather than isola­
tion and confrontation. 

Raimondo’s visit to China may 
not have yielded immediate 
breakthroughs on pressing issues 
concerning US corporations, but 
it has set a constructive tone for 
future engagements between the 
two global giants, with an empha­
sis on patience and pragmatism. 
Her candid acknowledgment that 
immediate breakthroughs were 
not anticipated on major conten­
tious issues demonstrated a com­
mitment to productive dialogue 
over quick fixes.

It is noteworthy that both sides 
are actively working to create a 
conducive atmosphere for a poten­
tial meeting between the leaders of 
the US and China at the summit of 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooper­
ation forum in November in the 
US. This effort underscores the 

urgency of easing tensions and 
pursuing pragmatic cooperation 
for the greater global good. For a 
lasting improvement in relations, 
however, the US must demonstrate 
that its measures, ostensibly 
designed to safeguard national 
security interests, do not unfairly 
target China with the intent to sti­
fle its development.

Raimondo’s remarks imply a 
mutual desire for transparency 
and fairness, essential elements in 
building trust between nations. It 
is clear that patience, diplomacy 
and mutual understanding must 
guide the path forward, for the 
benefit of both nations and the 
broader international community. 
A genuine commitment to 
addressing shared concerns and 
fostering mutually beneficial 
cooperation is essential for long­
term stability and prosperity.

Leonardos Jegho, a freelancer, 
contributed to this story.

As the dialogue continues, hope 
grows for a future marked by 
cooperation and mutual benefit 
between the two nations. 

China’s ascent as the world’s 
leading manufacturing hub is an 
undeniable reality, challenging the 
notion of swift relocation for US 
businesses. The US must recognize 
that China’s ascent benefits the 
global community by reducing 
poverty, fostering interdependence 
and promoting global peace and 
prosperity. In this interconnected 
world, cooperation and under­
standing between the world’s two 
largest economies can lead to 
shared progress and a brighter 
future for all. 

Characterizing China as a 
“strategic competitor” and 
imposing a slew of sanctions is a 
counterproductive approach, 
both economically and strategi­
cally. From an international 
trade standpoint, such a stance 
neither serves US employment 
interests nor benefits its consum­
ers. Furthermore, the interwoven 
nature of the global economy 

The author is an international
affairs commentator and freelan­
cer based in Karachi, Pakistan. The
views do not necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

By ZHONG NAN

zhongnan@chinadaily.com.cn
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ation trials and opening for service. 
Ferri Limputra, president direct­

or of Pura Mayungan Group of Com­
panies in Jakarta, told China Daily 
that he is happy to note that the Jak­
arta-Bandung High-Speed Railway 
will start operations soon. “I am cer­
tain about its impact on the eco­
nomic growth of our country.’’

He said that he hoped this will be 
a start for Indonesia to be connect­
ed efficiently and effectively, and 
to“get connected like in China”.
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Premier Li (Jiang visited a sec­
tion of the Jakarta-Bandung High- 
Speed Railway in Java, Indonesia, 
on Wednesday and learned about 
the progress of the landmark 
project under the China-proposed 
Belt and Road Initiative.

Accompanied by Luhut Binsar 
Pandjaitan, Indonesia’s coordina­
tor for cooperation with China and 
coordinating minister for maritime 
affairs and investment, Li, who is 
on an official visit to Indonesia,

By CAO DESHENG in Jakarta 

caodesheng@chinadaily.com.cn

ed to start operations soon. The 
high-speed railway is in effect the 
first overseas construction project 
that fully uses Chinese railway sys­
tems, technologies and industrial 
components.

As Li traveled from Halim to Kar- 
awang station, the train traveled at 
its peak speed of 329 km per hour. 

Incremental speed tests have 
been conducted since the start of 
joint commissioning and testing on 
May 22. Based on the test results so 
far, these systems have met die 
design requirements, which provide 
strong support for subsequent oper-

boarded the express train from 
Halim station in Jakarta.

With a design speed of 350 kilo­
meters per hour, the rail route cov­
ering 142.3 km will cut the journey 
time between Jakarta and Ban­
dung from over three hours to 
around 40 minutes. It is the first 
high-speed railway in Southeast 
Asia. The current fastest railway in 
Southeast Asia is the Laos-China 
Railway, with a top speed of 160 km 
per hour.

Li was briefed about the con­
struction, commissioning and test 
runs of tiie project, which is expect-

The water must be deep 
enough to accommodate environ­
mentally friendly net cages, 
which have a diameter of 51 
meters and a depth of 25 meters, 
ensuring optimal fish growth.

To maintain a clean and 
healthy river, the company uses 
automatic machines to clean fish 
droppings, leftover bait and silt 
from the riverbed.

Li said the company is devel­
oping more projects to raise trout 
in Xinjiang’s high-quality water 
to meet the growing demand.

The trout business has brought 
benefits to local fanners in the 
region. “We provide jobs for more 
than 100 local farmers, with 39 
percent belonging to ethnic 
minorities,” Li said.

The average monthly salary 
for breeding and processing 
jobs reached 6,800 yuan ($935) 
last year, a local media outlet 
reported.

Tianyun aims to build a world­
class cold-water fish industry base 
in Xinjiang. It also hopes to devel­
op high value-added products 
such as fish oil for healthcare.
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the Chinese market to capitalize on 
opportunities associated with indus­
trial upgrading, said Nie Pingxiang, a 
research fellow' with the Beij ing-based 
Chinese Academy of International 
Trade and Economic Cooperation.

Even though foreign direct invest­
ment in the Chinese mainland in 
terms of actual use dropped 4 per­
cent year-on-year to 766.71 billion 
yuan ($105 billion) in the first seven 
months of this year, China saw' the 
number of newfy established foreign- 
invested enterprises in its market 
reach 28,406 during the period, up 34 
percent year-on-year, data from the 
Ministry of Commerce showed.

Meanwhile, FDI in the high-tech 
industry grew 3.8 percent year-on- 
year, while the same in high-end 
manufacturing soared 25.3 percent. 

Roberta Lipson, vice-chair of the 
American Chamber of Commerce in 
China, said she believes the recent 
high-level interactions between sen­
ior government officials from China 
and the United States will instill 
greater confidence among US com­
panies in China.

For a majority of AmCham China 
members, China remains the most 
critical investment destination, and 
they will continue conducting busi­
ness here as they are enthusiastic 
about China’s growth, Lipson said. 

She added that China’s recent 
24-point policy to support the 
growth of foreign companies, the 
reforms in its pilot free trade zones 
and other opening-up measures are 
practical moves to shore up the 
nation’s economy.

Geraldine McCafferty, deputy 
head of mission, the British Embas­
sy in Beijing, said the United King­
dom does not believe in the 
“decoupling” narrative. “We think 
that international trade is a good 
thing. The more we reform and 
open up our economies, the better it 
is for global prosperity.”

McCafferty said that with closer 
business ties, Chinese and British 
economies will further benefit from 
the services sector.

Zhao Ping, dean of the Academy 
of China Council for the Promotion 
of International Trade, said a well- 
developed business environment 
can effectively upgrade China’s 
innovation climate and offer con­
crete opportunities for multination­
als to take part in the country’s 
opening-up and innovation drive.

Speaking at the inauguration cere­
mony for a new research building in 
Shanghai on Wednesday, Ilham Kad- 
ri, CEO of Belgian chemical manu­
facturer Solvay SA, said the Chinese 
market is strategically important in 
the group’s global strategy, and it is 
willing to increase investment to 
address the demands in the country'. 

‘This research and development 
facility will be an innovation hub, 
which will usher in breakthroughs 
in critical sectors in China, especial­
ly hydrogen, electronics and semi­
conductors,” Kadri said, adding that 
the company has invested more 
than 4 billion yuan in innovation 
activities across China since 2005.

There’s been a quantity-to-quality shift 
in inflow of investments, analysts say

proved to be a “game changer in 
the global arena” that has strength­
ened the cause of multilateralism 
and improved the overall situation 
for participating countries. He 
added that the BRI “is a really sig­
nificant contributor to connectivi­
ty and peaceful solutions”.

He also said that the criticism of 
the BRI from some European poli­
ticians and scholars was based on a 
prejudiced and stereotyped view­
point

“I think that we have to escape 
from the prejudices, from the ster­
eotypes,” stressed Tadic, adding 
that those who harbor such views 
with regard to the BRI are demon­
strating their failure to adapt to 
new' circumstances.

“In the history of mankind, new 
initiatives create new circumstan­
ces. Not everyone is able to accom­
modate himself to the new 
circumstances.”

“When we are going to have a 
game changer in some markets, 
then countries, especially Western 
countries, the most developed 
countries, have to accommodate to 
the new situation,” he said.

Tadic also highlighted the con­
nection between Europe and Chi­
na, which he said “is going to be 
mutually beneficial for both sides” 

Speaking on the BRI’s essence, 
Tadic said it is in nature about “the 
very fast development of China, 
and the contribution of China and 
the Chinese economy to the global 
economy’: 

SAN FRANCISCO
235 Montgomery Street Suite 900 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Tel: 415-348-8288 

Fax:415-348-8388

CHINA DAILY (ISSN 0748-6154) Is 

published dally except weekends by 

China Dally USA, 1500 Broadway, 

Suite 2800, New York, NY 10036. 

Periodical postage paid at New York, 

NY and additional mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 

to CHINA DAILY USA, 1500 Broadway, 

Suite 2800, New York, NY 10036.

Members of a rescue 
team carry a girl to 
safety on Tuesday aft­
er heavy rains caused 
flooding in Demirkoy 
district of Kirklareli, 
Turkiye. Search and 
rescue operations 
continue in the area. 
Five people were 
killed in flash floods 
on Tuesday after tor­
rential rains turned 
the streets of Istanbul 
and parts of north­
western Turkiye into 
rushing rivers, offi­
cials said. 
OZGUN TIRAN / ANA DOLU 
AGENCY VIA GETTY IMAGES
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the European Union continue to 
face problems such as inflation and 
tiie impact of the Ukraine crisis, 
then “small countries like Serbia and 
western Balkan countries are going 
to pay an extremely high price.” 

‘This is something that is hap­
pening in history, w'hich is very, 
very awful,” he said. ‘This is why I 
think that we have to take into con­
sideration seriously the benefits 
coming from the BRI in terms of 
decreasing inflation now'adays.”

Currently, China and the EU are 
each other’s second-largest trading 
partner, and their bilateral trade 
reached an all-time high of $847.3 

billion last year, register­
ing a year-on-year 
increase of 2.4 percent, 
according to China’s 
Ministry of Commerce.

The former Serbian 
head of state also high­
lighted the BRI’s role in 
helping both China and 
Europe cope with tur­
bulence in the global 

economy.
“We are living in a very difficult 

time in the history of mankind. A 
lot of challenges are stalking every 
country, and a lot of problems are 
coming in our lives,” Tadic said. 

“And this is why I think that we 
have to work more on empathy and 
solidarity, and the sharing econo­
my?’ he said.

Tadic said that over that past 
decade since the BRI was proposed 
by President Xi Jinping, it lias 
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Europe should overcome its 
prejudices against the Belt and 
Road Initiative, as the China-pro- 
posed vision has a positive role to 
play in tackling tiie dire economic 
challenges facing the conti­
nent, including simmering 
inflation, said Boris Tadic, 
former Serbian president. 

Tadic, who served as Ser­
bia’s head of state from
2004 to 2012, said that the 
BRI helps to spur trade 
and economic coopera­
tion, which plays a useful Boris Tadic 
role in tackling inflation, 
something that remains very grave 
in Western economies. 

A Reuters report on Wednesday 
noted that although inflation in 
the eurozone has halved from the
10.6 percent peak it reached in 
October, prices are still rising at 
more than twice the European 
Central Bank’s 2 percent target. 

“I’m sure that the BRI didn’t trig­
ger inflation in Europe. This is for 
sure,” added Tadic. 

Tadic warned that if economies in

By ZHANG YUNBI

zhangyunbi@chinadaily.com.cn
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China’s wide appeal for multina­
tional corporations will continue due 
to its robust domestic market and its 
unwavering dedication to opening 
up its economy, despite a globally 
subdued investment sentiment, said 
analysts and heads of foreign cham­
bers of commerce in China.

Participating in various events 
during the 2023 China International 
Fair for Trade in Services, which con­
cluded on Wednesday in Beijing, they 
noted that there has been a quantity- 
to-quality shift in the inflow of for­
eign investment into the country. 
This transformation, they said, is 
aligned with China’s pursuit of high- 
quality development that aims to 
generate more growth opportunities 
in sectors such as trade in services 
and high-end manufacturing.

Jens Hildebrandt, executive direct­
or of the German Chamber of Com­
merce in China (North China), said 
that despite the impact of geopolitical 
tensions on global business confi­
dence, foreign investors will continue 
to have confidence in China’s eco­
nomic grow'th in the long ran.

The previous cooper- 
Inside ation model is chang- 
-------------  ing, he said, referring
See more, to the fact that German 

companies provided 
technology to China in

the past and tremendously benefit­
ed from the Chinese market, but 
now, China has strong brands and 
high-end technologies, which are 
successfully penetrating both the 
German and European markets, 
especially in the decarbonization 
and healthcare sectors.

Highlighting that German invest­
ments in China are currently con­
centrated in the industrial sector, 
Hildebrandt said that with China 
gradually opening up its services 
industry, German companies will 
have more access to the Chinese 
market in the coming years.

As the global economy is dealing 
with a sluggish recovery and cross- 
border investments remain lacklus­
ter, China has intensified efforts to 
boost its foreign investment inflow, 
unveiling 24 targeted policy meas­
ures in mid-August.

The authorities pledged to ensure 
that foreign businesses receive the 
same treatment as their Chinese 
counterparts and enjoy stronger fis­
cal support and tax incentives.

The policy rollout will boost the 
confidence of multinational corpo­
rations in conducting long-term 
operations in China and, therefore, 
play a pivotal role in revitalizing 
global cross-border investments, 
said Loh Wee Keng, chairman of the 
Malaysian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry in China.

As China’s traditional advantage of 
low labor and rental costs diminishes, 
some foreign manufacturers, espe­
cially those from low value-added 
industries, have chosen to exit the 
market Concurrently, many high- 
tech companies are eagerly entering

_ %

Trout: Steps 
taken to keep 
river healthy
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Green energy project helps
boost nation’s carbon pledge
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Tianjin facility powers new approach to electricity generation
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In addition to the rooftop photo­
voltaic network in Chongqing, 
another Chinese PV project is 
attracting great attention.

A vast array of solar panels shin­
ing in the fields of the Changlu Salt 
Farm in Tianjin feeds the Huadian 
Tianjin Haijing 1 million-kilowatt 
power plant As the world’s largest 
combined solar power station and 
salt farm project, the facility was 
connected to the national power 
grid and officially put into opera­
tion on July 8, according to reports 
on China Central Television.

It combines salt production with 
photovoltaic power generation as 
PV panels have been installed at a 
specific height above the salt field.

Contact the writer at
tanyingzi @chinadaily.com.cn

By QUANZHANFU

quanzhanfu@chinadaily.com.cn

The project aims to improve 
North China’s power supply capa­
bility, while exploring a compre­
hensive industrial model that 
combines photovoltaic power gen­
eration and salt production with 
aquaculture.

Located at the farm in Binhai 
New Area in Tianjin, the plant cov­
ers 1,333.3 hectares, equivalent to 
1,868 standard soccer fields. It can 
generate 1.5 billion kilowatt-hours 
of electricity a year, which is 
enough to meet the annual elec­
tricity consumption of 650,000 
households.

Moreover, it is estimated that 
the project will reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions by approxi­
mately 1.25 million metric tons a 
year, according to Tianjin Daily. 

Unlike traditional photovoltaic

water, resulting in a 5 to 7 percent 
rise in power generation efficiency. 

Statistics provided by the Nation­
al Energy Administration showthat 
by the end of May, China’s installed 
capacity of photovoltaic power gen­
eration had reached 450 million 
kilowatts, maintaining the coun­
try’s eight-year-long ranking as the 
global number one in that field.

With the continuous improve­
ment of PV technology and the 
tightening of land policy regula­
tions, as at the Tianjin project, 
such “photovoltaic plus” pro­
grams have gained in popularity 
in recent years.

Driven by China’s dual carbon 
goals — the pledge to peak the 
country’s carbon dioxide emis­
sions before 2030 and to achieve 
carbon neutrality before 2060 —

cent for the first time. The mile­
stone indicates that the role of 
coal-fired power generation in 
China’s energy supply is diminish­
ing, while green energy, represent­
ed by wind and solar power, is 
playing a bigger part in the energy 
supply nationwide.

China not only leads the world 
in installed capacity of hydro, 
wind, solar and biomass power, 
but has been the global leader in 
the generation of new energy for 
several years, Changjiang Daily 
reported.

The country has already devel­
oped a relatively comprehensive 
power technology industry system. 

With photovoltaic power tech­
nology rapidly developing and con­
tinuously setting records in 
conversion efficiency, the inde­
pendently developed silicon heter­
ojunction solar cell has reached a 
power-conversion efficiency rate of 
approximately 27 percent.

1

espite being one of the 
places with the lowest 
amount of sunshine in 
the country per year,

Chongqing is exploring innova­
tive ways of using solar power.

Now, large spaces on the roofs 
of local factories are providing 
green solutions for the sustaina­
ble development of the city, an 
industrial powerhouse in south­
western China.

In April, Chang’an Auto, one of 
the country’s leading carmakers, 
began operating the largest roof­
top photovoltaic project in the 
city, with a total installed capaci­
ty of 37 megawatts.

The project, covering 300,000 
square meters, makes use of 
spare roofs and carports to house 
PV modules in the factory area.

Over a 25-year operational 
period, the project’s total power 
generation capacity is expected 
to reach 667 million kilowatt- 
hours, reducing the use of stan­
dard coal by 240,000 metric tons 
and lowering carbon dioxide 
emissions by 670,000 tons, 
according to the carmaker.

In recent decades, China has 
made concerted efforts to 
achieve the goals of the UN 
Fiamework Convention on Cli­
mate Change and the Paris 
Agreement. In September 2020, 
the country pledged to realize the 
goals of peaking carbon dioxide 
emissions before 2030 and 
achieving carbon neutrality 
before 2060.

Huge potential
Surrounded by the Yangtze 

and Jialing rivers, the mountain­
ous city lies in a high humidity 
zone, with annual average rela­
tive humidity of 70 to 80 percent.

MlLLI

the country’s installed capacity of 
wind and solar power has risen 
rapidly in recent years, reported 
Changjiang Daily in Wuhan, 
Hubei province, on July 6.

Zhang Jingjie, deputy director 
of the Department of Planning 
and Development at the China 
Electricity Council, told the news­
paper that by the end of March, 
the nation’s total grid-connected 
installed capacity of wind, solar 
and hydroelectric power had 
reached 376 million kW, 430 mil­
lion kW and 420 million kW, 
respectively.

Moreover, the total installed 
capacity of nonfossil energy power 
generation had reached 1.33 bil­
lion kW, accounting for 50.5 per­
cent of the country’s total installed 
capacity and surpassing 50 per-

It only sees sunshine once every 
three or four days all year 
around, making it one of the are­
as in China with the lowest 
amount of sunshine annually, 
especially in spring and winter.

Despite this, Shen said that the 
suitability of a PV power genera­
tion project in Chongqing cannot 
be determined solely by the two 
indicators of sunlight hours and 
light intensity. Instead, such a 
project must be considered in 
combination with the price of 
electricity generated via PV pow­
er, PV system costs and several 
other factors, he said.

Founded in 2005, Shen’s com­
pany was one of the first in the 
country to develop PV systems in 
low-sunshine areas. So far, it has 
built 1,885 PV power stations.

As a key manufacturing base in 
China, Chongqing has a large 
amount of suitable space on facto­
ry' rooftops, which can be used for 
installing PV systems, Shen said.

In January, Chongqing Long- 
wen Industrial, a steel company 
that uses a large amount of ener­
gy, installed a PV system on its 
factory roof.

“Our rooftop-distributed PV 
power generation project has 
already generated more than 
160,000 kWh of electricity in less 
than three months, and the bene­
fits have completely exceeded 
expectations,” said Chen Hao, the 
company’s deputy property man­
ager. “It is expected to save us 
600,000yuan ($82,000) a year.” 

During public holidays, the 
power generated by the PV sys­
tem can be sold to the local power 
grid to make extra money for the 
company, he added.

The environmental benefits are 
more significant. Over 25 years, 
Longwen’s PV project could 
reduce the use of standard coal by 
about 5,270 tons, lower carbon 
dioxide emissions by about 
16,000 tons and see dust emis­
sions decline by about 4,370 tons. 
It could also lower the company’s 
electricity' consumption and car­
bon emissions for more than 35 
years.

Shen said Chongqing’s PV 
power generation projects have 
formed a virtuous cycle with the 
local environment

“According to our solar power 
monitoring system, the number 
of effective sunshine hours annu­
ally has risen from about 600 to 
730 in recent years,” he said.

“That’s because the use of clean 
energy has improved the air 
quality and made the skies much 
clearer.”

Clockwise from top left: An aerial photo shows an “Energy Cube" that was built with solar panels on top to provide convenience for resi­
dents of Nanjing, Jiangsu province, ji chunpeng / xinhua Workers install solar panels on the cube's roof, provided to china daily Workers are seen 
setting up solar panels on the roof of a factory in Shijiazhuang, Hebei province, on Dec 19. yang shiyao / xinhua Engineers check the status of
solar panels installed on the roofs of houses in Liuji village, Shandong province, on Nov 15. fan changguo / xinhua

Rising capacity
By the end of last year, the 

country’s annual power genera­
tion from wind and solar energy 
accounted for 13.8 percent of 
total electricity consumption, 
data from the National Energy
Administration show.

Meanwhile, China saw a steady 
rise in the newly installed capaci­
ty of clean energy in the first four 
months of the year, with wind 
and photovoltaic power reaching 
a combined 62.51 million kilo­
watts from January to April.

By the end of April, China’s 
total installed capacity of wind 
power had reached 380 million 
kW, while the total installed 
capacity of photovoltaic power 
was 440 million kW. When com­
bined, the two accounted for 30.9 
percent of the country’s installed 
power generation capacity.

A crane is used to lift solar panels onto the roof of a building at the No 1 Middle School in Shuangfeng county, Hunan province, on Aug 
18. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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power plants, the space between 
the rows of solar panels can be as 
much as 14 meters, and instead of 
the usual angle of 30 to 40 degrees, 
the panels are tilted at a fixed angle 
of 17 degrees.

That angle maximizes the 
amount of sunlight reaching the 
surface of the water by minimizing 
shadows throughout the year in 
accordance with the trajectory of 
the sun’s movement.

It also lessens the sun’s influence 
on the salt fann and aquaculture, 
such as the shrimps being raised in 
the water of the salt fields below the 
panels.

Both sides of the PV panels can 
generate electricity. In addition to 
absorbing sunlight directly on the 
tops, the backs of the panels can 
capture sunlight reflected off the

3
-

Raft of measures
As such, the authorities have 

rolled out a raft of measures to 
significantly move China’s 
installed capacity of wind and 
solar power toward a low-carbon, 
secure and efficient energy mix.

In a national action plan, the 
government pledged to acceler­
ate construction of large wind 
power and photovoltaic bases in 
deserts. In the meantime, it will 
encourage distributed PV power 
generation in villages and indus­
trial parks, and on the roofs of 
buildings.

By 2025, half of all new public 
buildings will have solar power 
facilities on their roofs, it said.

To promote the development 
of distributed PV power genera­
tion, central and local govern­
ments have issued a series of 
supporting policies and plans.

The 14th Five-Year Plan for 
Energy Development in Chong­
qing (2021-25) said the city gov­
ernment will promote the 
construction of rooftop PV sys­
tems across the entire municipal­
ity. It will also accelerate the 
promotion and utilization of dis­
tributed PV systems on rooftops 
in industrial parks, economic 
development zones and public 
buildings.

By 2025, the proportion of 
installed capacity of clean energy 
in Chongqing is set to reach 50 
percent of the city’s total.

“Many people think that 
Chongqing is not an ideal place 
to develop photovoltaic energy 
due to its foggy weather,” said 
Shen Zhenghua, president of 
Chongqing Hiten Energy, a lead­
ing manufacturer of PV equip­
ment. “However, I believe that 
Chongqing has a huge potential 
to make use of solar power.”
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A photovoltaic plant installed on a rooftop is helping to secure the success 
of China’s climate change goals. Tan Yingzi reports from Chongqing.
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Agencies and Xinhua contributed
to this story.

By EARLE GALE in London 

earte@mail.chinadailyuk.com

ingness to participate so as to meet 
a large number of governmental 
buyers and leading enterprises.

When selecting which company 
under the group to participate as a 
representative, Xylem put in a lot of 
thought into it. Among its dozens of 
factories globally, Xylem finally 
selected the YSI factory in Ohio, the 
United States.

YSI has notable achievements in 
water quality analysis and instru­
ment patents fields, and its prod­
ucts have been applied to a number 
of China’s surface water and envi­
ronment monitoring projects.

Moreover, the company wished 
to display its original registration

CIIE’s debut products.
Amid the strained global supply 

chain, the engineers collected spare 
parts and manufactured a proto­
type of the new product. That was a 
multiparameter water quality mon­
itor that was similar to a large insu­
lated hand-held cup, which could 
monitor multiple water quality 
data of urban water sources in real 
time. This product was launched 
for global release at the third CUE.

Local governments in the United 
Kingdom went into panic mode on 
Wednesday after Birmingham City 
Council effectively declared itself 
bankrupt. Authorities warned that 
more councils across the UK could 
declare themselves in financial 
dire straits.

Birmingham City Council, one of 
Europe’s largest, declared itself 
effectively bankrupt on Tuesday. The 
council, which looks after services in 
die city, made the move after saying 
it could no longer fund its 3.2 billion 
pound ($4 billion) annual budget.

With a population of about 1.15 
million people, Birmingham is the 
second-largest city in the UK.

Complaining about an annual 
shortfall of 87 million pounds, the 
government that provides services 
in the central English city issued a 
Section 114 Notice under the Local 
Government Finance Act 1988, 
which effectively meant it admit­
ted it was insolvent.

Organizations representing local 
governments throughout the UK 
said other municipalities will have 
noted what had happened in Bir­
mingham and may do likewise, 
thanks to a perfect storm of fas t-ris- 
ing expenses and an inability to gen­
erate enough income to offset them. 

Jonathan Carr-West, chief execu­
tive of the Local Government Infor­
mation Unit, said Birmingham City 
Council’s bankruptcy was “a sober­
ing moment” triggered by high 
inflation and fast-rising fuel costs, 
as well as foiling investment from 
the central government, and will 
likely be mirrored elsewhere.

Debuting new products
This transnational company has 

made efforts to ensure the comple­
tion of a number of major projects, 
including the rapids for the Roaring 
Rapids ride at the Shanghai Disney­
land Resort; the drainage system 
for the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao 
Bridge; the water supply for the tal­
lest building in China, the high-rise 
Shanghai Tower; the drainage sys­
tem for Beijing Daxing Internation­
al Airport; and the water quality 
and flow monitoring system for the 
South-to-North Water Diversion 
Project.

Xylem entered China in 1994, and 
set up its national headquarters in 
Shanghai in 2007. In 2019, after 
learning about the CIIE through 
the media, Xylem expressed its will­

document when it launched at the 
second edition of the CIIE, 
although it was not an easy task as 
the factories’ founding happened a 
long time ago and had since been 
renamed.

Xylem China began to connect 
with the YSI factory in March 2019. 
After repeated communications 
and searches, the original registra­
tion copy was found in the factory’s 
archives. On it was the recorded 
founding date: Jan 21,1949.

On its debut, Xylem was shocked 
by the CIIE’s influence. Many guests 
gathered around the exhibition 
booth of Xylem and 17 of them 
engaged in in-depth matchmaking

discussions.
exceeded $24 million.

Before the second edition of the 
CIIE had finished, Xylem booked its 
exhibition booth for the third edi­
tion. But during the third CIIE in 
2020, the COVID-19 pandemic was 
raging across the world and most of 
the workers at the YSI factory were 
working from home. The first 
release of new products had been 
delayed and the production 
progress had also been postponed.

However, Xylem was not willing 
to give up. The research staff mem­
bers and the product manager 
began to live inside the factory and 
prioritized research work for the

have had to deal with in the last 12 
months,” Stephen Houghton, 
chairman of SIGOMA, told The 
Associated Press. “The funding sys­
tem is completely broken. Councils 
have worked miracles for the past 
13 years, but there is nothing left.” 

Sky News quoted Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak’s official spokesman as 
saying that additional central gov­
ernment money, beyond what has 
already been announced, will not 
be forthcoming.

“The government, for its part, 
has stepped in to provide support, 
an additional 5.1 billion pounds, to 
councils in 2023-24, which is more 
than a 9 percent increase for Bir­
mingham City Council,” he said.

But he said local governments sim­
ply have to “manage their own bud­
gets” so that they make ends meet 

“I know the (central government) 
has been engaging regularly with 
them to that end and has expressed 
concern about their governance 
arrangements and has requested 
assurances from the leader of the 
council about the best use of taxpay­
ers’ moneyf the spokesman added. 

The BBC reported on Wednesday 
that urgent talks had begun, with 
Birmingham City Council, the cen­
tral government and union leaders 
seeking the best way forward. The 
broadcaster said the talks would 
focus on a court-ordered 760 million 
pound bill the local government was 
handed for equal pay claims and the 
over-budget rollout of a new com­
puter system that could end up cost­
ing the city 100 million pounds.

Birmingham City Council is also 
seeking to cut its spending and has 
contacted 10,000 employees to see 
if any would be willing to voluntari­
ly leave their jobs.

Xylem is a notable player in 
developing innovative water solu­
tions through smart technology. 
From a first-time participant at the 
second edition of the China Inter­
national Import Expo to a return­
ing visitor of subsequent CIIEs, 
Xylem deserves the title of “enthu­
siastic fan of the CIIE”. As a global­
ly notable water technology 
company and as a witness and ben­
eficiary of China’s reform and 
opening-up, Xylem has participat­
ed in the construction and trans­
formation of infrastructure and 
iconic buildings in many large and 
medium-sized cities.

UNITED NATIONS

General Assembly’s
78th session opens 
The 78th session of the UN General 
Assembly was declared open on 
Tuesday by new General Assembly 
President Dennis Francis. UN Secre­
tary-General Antonio Guterres, in 
his opening remarks read on his 
behalf by his deputy, Amina 
Mohammed, warned of a world of 
deep challenge and division that is 
testing the United Nations. The 77th 
UNGA officially concluded after 
Rands, permanent representative 
of Trinidad and Tbbago to the Unit­
ed Nations, took the gavel from Csa- 
ba Korosi, a senior diplomat from 
Hungary. After the conclusion of the 
closing plenary meeting of the 77th 
session, a ceremony of “Changing of 
Flags” took place.

FRANCE

Schools refuse girls 
wearing religious robe 
Ftench schools sent dozens of girls 
home for refusing to remove their 
abayas on the first day of the school 
year, a minister said on Tuesday. 
Defying a ban on the Muslim robe, 
nearly 300 girls showed up on Mon­
day morning wearing abayas, Educa­
tion Minister Gabriel Attal told the 
BFM broadcaster. Most agreed to 
change out of the robe, but 67 
refused and were sent home, he said. 
The government announced last 
month it was banning the abaya in 
schools. President Emmanuel 
Macron said late on Monday that 
there was a “minority” in France 
who “hijack a religion and challenge 
the republic and secularism” leading 
to the “worst consequences”

ITALY

Venice to begin trial 
on ticketing system 
Venice will start a trial on a long-de­
bated ticketing system from spring 
next year, officials said on Ttiesday, 
with day-trippers charged 5 euros 
($5.30) to enter the city’s historic cen­
ter in an attempt to cut tourist num­
bers. Tire council executive backed 
the move just weeks after UN cultural 
agency UNESCO recommended Ven­
ice be added to its list of world heri­
tage sites in danger, in part because of 
the impact of mass tourism. The plan, 
which has long been mooted, must 
still be approved by the wider city 
council, which meets on Tuesday.
Many details are still unclear, notably 
on how many tickets will be available.

establish a joint laboratory aimed 
at easing cities’ drainage pain 
points. In 2022, they officially 
released the first new product, 
AquaTalk, after the development by 
the two parties. It can effectively 
respond to three major problems: 
unfulfilled monitoring of city drain­
age systems, cities’ waterlogging 
and sewage overflow.

In July 2022, Xylem rented a 
2,000-square-meter office space in 
Shanghai’s Changning district, aim­
ing to build it into an innovation 
center as part of efforts to strength­
en its local technological capabili­
ties.

“We can feel that China’s needs 
for smart water management sys­
tems are obvious, especially with 
the use of big data and artificial 
intelligence. Digital technology has 
promising application scenarios. It 
is of vital importance to build a 
research center that is localized and 
closely related to specific needs,” 
said Lyu Shuping, president of 
Xylem China and Asia region.

On March 6, Xylem’s China Inno- 
Space was put into operation. It is 
the company’s largest research cen­
ter in the Asian region. At present, 
there are 75 engineers working 
there.

This research center will focus on 
the development of intelligent 
water management and compre­
hensive water management solu­
tion plans. This will provide real 
conununication and cooperation 
opportunities for the transnational 
company and Chinese partners, 
and contribute to building an inno­
vative water management industry 
in China.

Xylem has benefited a great deal 
from China’s reform and opening- 
up policy and the enhanced busi­
ness environment.

Lyu said: “Since China has 
become the second-largest market 
for Xylem, China’s market has 
become vitally important to 
Xylem’s global business layout. The 
sixth CIIE is coming soon. With this 
national-level platform empower­
ing the company’s brand and mar­
ket expansion, we are fully 
confident in deeper cultivation in 
China’s market.”

“Central government has kept 
councils living from hand to mouth 
and from year to year for far too 
long,” he was quoted by Agence 
France-Presse as saying. “Birming­
ham is the biggest council to fail so 
far, but unless something changes, 
it won’t be the last.”

The Institute for Government 
think tank said the risk of other 
local governments declaring bank­
ruptcy has been exacerbated by 
business failures and a correspond­
ing fall in the income councils get 
from business taxes. The organiza­
tion said local authorities in the UK 
saw their incomes fall by 17.5 per­
cent between 2009 and 2020.

Clockwise from top: The 
National Exhibition and 

Convention Center (Shanghai) 
serves as the venue of the 

CUE. FANG ZHE / XINHUA 

Xylem's exhibits at the fifth 
CIIE in November

2022. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY 

Xylem's booth at the fifth CIIE 
showcases an array of 

signature water solution 
products. 

PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

Full confidence
During the fourth edition of the 

CIIE in 2021, Xylem signed a collab­
orative agreement with the Binhai 
Institute of Zhejiang University to

Similar announcements
Birmingham City Council’s dec­

laration of bankruptcy followed 
similar announcements by smaller 
local governments, including the 
southern London borough of Croy­
don, which declared itself bankrupt 
in November after complaining of a 
130-million-pound hole in its bud­
get. Thurrock Council in Essex did 
likewise in December. And Woking 
Borough Council declared itself 
bankrupt in June.

The flurry of failures has 
prompted SIGOMA, a group of 47 
urban councils within the Local 
Government Association, to warn 
that around 1 in 10 local govern­
ments in the UK could declare 
bankruptcy in the coming months, 
threatening services such as cultur­
al programs, education, libraries, 
local authority housing, trash col­
lection, social care and transport. 

“The government needs to recog­
nize the significant inflationary 
pressures that local authorities

F
I 
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declares bankruptcy

Members of the press photograph ancient swords displayed at an event in Jerusalem on Wednesday. 
The swords, believed by the Israel Antiquities Authority to be from the Roman era dating back 1,900
years, were found in a cave in an Israeli desert, ronen zvulun / Reuters
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Fears grow over fate of more councils 
after Birmingham files for insolvency
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Visitors from all walks of life tast­
ed the delicious Chinese and Asian 
street food while watching an impro­
vised reflection water show presented 
by Chinese Canadian communities. 

Hanfii, the traditional Han Chinese 
clothing, attracted visitors who got to 
try on die garments and join a tradi­
tional Chinese wedding ceremony.

The martial arts demonstrations 
won continuous applause.

“The performing and shows pro­
vided by the Chinese communities 
are amazing; I am impressed with 
the splendid 5,000 years history of 
China,” James Taylor told China Daily. 

“From diverse cultural presenta­
tions to delicious food, my families 
and I can find all our favorites here,” 
said Annie Kelly, accompanied by 
two children and her husband. She 
said the event has become a yearly 
tradition for her family before die end 
of summer.

When Sun Wukong (Monkey 
King), Zhu Bajie (Eight-Precept Pig) 
and Sha Wujing (Friar Sand), die 
main characters of Journey to the 
West, performed on the square, an 
Indian Canadian man who dressed 
as Sha Wujing told the media that he 
had done a lot of research on Chinese 
mythology.

“This vivid and interesting picture 
highlights the cross-cultural value of 
the festival beyond national borders, 
encourages people to deeply explore 
the connections between different 
countries and cultures, and promotes 
mutual friendship and mutual under­
standing” said Zhang.

The executive director, David 
Zhang, told China Daily that the 
festival provides Torontonians of 
all backgrounds a wonderful oppor­
tunity to learn about Chinese Cana­
dians’ beautiful, millenary cultural 
traditions.

“While Chinese culture is the focus, 
the festival will also feature perfor­
mances from Inuit throat singers, 
Caribbean drummers and Filipino 
folk dancers,” he said. “We wanted 
to include representation from other 
cultures this year because Canada is 
a base of multiculturalism.”

About 100,000 visitors attended 
the festival over the long weekend, 
according to tlie City of Toronto.

The Russia-Ukraine conflict con­
tributed to a rise last year in the 
number of casualties around the 
world attributed to cluster bombs, 
according to a report from the Clus­
ter Munition Coalition.

The group of NGOs said in its Clus­
ter Munition Monitor 2023 report 
released on Tuesday that at least 
1,172 casualties in eight countries 
were caused by the controversial 
bombs.

The casualties, people who were 
either killed or manned, include 890 
in Ukraine, 84 in Syria and 13 in 
Myanmar. There were also casual­
ties in Azerbaijan, Iraq, Laos, Leba­
non and Yemen.

About 95 percent of the victims 
were civilians, the report added, and 
many were children who had han­
dled old, unexploded bombs left 
over from past conflicts.

The international watchdog said 
the number of casualties caused by 
the ordnance was the largest since it 
began its annual report in 2010. 

Cluster bombs, which foil in large 
numbers close together, creating a

shrank sharply as people say they ing of radioactive water,” he said.
According to the Gallup Koreawill not eat (aquatic products) as

much as they can after the dump- poll of 1,602 adults in July, 82.4

With the ambassadors of Saudi 
Arabia and Iran starting their 
highly anticipated mission in their 
respective capitals on Tuesday, 
this milestone in their bilateral 
ties will enable deeper engage­
ments that will be conducive to 
regional peace and development, 
analysts say.

Abdullah bin Saud Al-Anzi, Sau­
di Arabia’s ambassador to Iran, 
arrived in Teheran on Tuesday, the 
same day Iranian ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia, Alireza Enayati, 
arrived in Riyadh.

Upon arrival, Al-Anzi empha­
sized the need to enhance relations 
and intensify communication and 
meetings between the kingdom 
and Iran, and to expand bilateral 
relations toward broader horizons, 
the Saudi Press Agency reported. 

“Both the kingdom and Iran 
are neighboring countries with 
abundant economic resources, 
natural resources and advantages 
that contribute to enhancing 
development, prosperity, stabili­
ty, and security in the region,” the 
ambassador was quoted by the 
SPA as saying.

Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 was 
also on top of the Saudi envoy’s 
agenda, which he said represents 
“a road map that encompasses all 
aspects upon which both coun­
tries can build their cooperation” 

Jasim Husain, a Gulf analyst 
and former member of Bahrain’s 
parliament, told China Daily that 
the exchange of the ambassadors 
is “a translation of the China-bro­
kered deal between the two coun­
tries”.

YEOSU, South Korea — Fishers 
in South Korea have suffered a 
sharp fell in the sale of aquatic 
products after Japan’s dumping of 
nuclear-contaminated water into 
the ocean.

“Fishermen are now really on 
the brink of death,” Kim Young- 
chul, a fisherman and executive 
director of the National Fisherfolks 
Federation in South Korea, told 
Xinhua New Agency on Tuesday. 

“They are on the brink of bank­
ruptcy. There are many fishermen 
in such situations.”

Kim said the consumption of 
fishery products fell sharply 
before and after Japan’s dumping 
of toxic water from the crippled 
Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power 
Plant into the Pacific Ocean, which 
started on Aug 24.

“Fishermen suffered much 
even before the dumping. Con­
sumption (of aquatic products)

percent of respondents said the 
consumption of fishery products 
would reduce after the discharge of 
contaminated water.

The panic-buying of dried fish 
emerged in the market as they can 
be stored for years, while prices of 
raw fish were cut by half because of 
weaker demand, Kim said.

“Wholesalers (of aquatic prod­
ucts) tell (fishermen) to stop fish­
ing as they cannot sell, and even if 
(fishermen) go out for fishing, 
they should reduce their catch,” he 
added.

Struck by a massive earthquake 
and a subsequent tsunami in 
March 2011, the Fukushima nuclear 
plant suffered core meltdowns and 
generated a massive amount of 
water tainted with radioactive sub­
stances from cooling dowm the 
nuclear fuel.

Engagement required
He cited matters regarding 

socioeconomic and sociopolitical 
developments, such as the prices 
of oil and the markets, Libya, 
Yemen, Iraq, Lebanon and Israel. 
So, he said, there are “always 
issues that will require the two 
countries to engage”.

Dina Yulianti Sulaeman, director 
of the Indonesia Center for Middle 
East Studies, said the latest devel­
opment was “good news”

“The commencement of the dip­
lomatic mission of the two countries 
also needs to be seen as part of the 
world’s geopolitical shift, in which 
the United States is increasinglycarpet of apparently indiscriminate 

destruction, have been controver­
sial for decades.

In 2008,107 countries and territo­
ries signed the United Nations’ Con­
vention on Cluster Munitions, 
through which they agreed to no 
longer stockpile, distribute or use 
the weapons. The number of signa­
tories has since grown to 124.

Neither Russia nor Ukraine is a 
party to the ban, nor is the United 
States, which began supplying clus­
ter munitions to Ukraine this year. 

On Wednesday, US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken arrived in Kyiv 
in a rare gesture of support as 
Ukraine’s so-called counteroffensive 
against Russian forces grinds into its 
fourth month with only small gains. 

During his two-day visit, Blinken is 
likely to announce a new package of 
US assistance worth more than $1 
billion, a senior State Department 
official told reporters on the trip.

Opponents of cluster bombs 
believe the US decision to supply the 
weapons to Ukraine could dilute 
rules aimed at limiting their prolifera­
tion, The Associated Press reported.

being left behind,” Sulaeman said. 
In addition, Iran and Saudi Ara­

bia have been invited to join 
BRICS, strengthening an alterna­
tive line in the face of collective 
Western domination.

Jawaid Iqbal, chairman of the 
Department of West Asian and 
North African Studies at Aligarh 
Muslim University in India, told 
China Daily that the envoys’ 
assumption into their respective 
offices “marks a significant shift in 
the geopolitical landscape of the 
Arab world” recalling a “turbulent 
history of Iran-Saudi relations” 
that he traced back to 1988.

It was when Saudi Arabia sup­
ported Iraq during the Iran-Iraq 
War, resulting in the severing of 
diplomatic ties. This conflict, 
Iqbal said, was a devastating one 
“that drained the resources of the 
Middle East”, primarily serving 
the interests of the imperialist 
military-industrial complex.

“While the US has often operat­
ed by creating chaos, the new post­
unipolar order is actively seeking 
nonmilitarist solutions. This shift 
is exemplified by the Saudi-Iranian 
de-escalation efforts in Yemen and 
the reestablishment of ties with 
Syria,” Iqbal said.

On Monday, the Asian Football 
Club announced all matches 
between the national teams and 
clubs of the Saudi Arabian Foot­
ball Federation and the Football 
Federation Islamic Republic of 
Iran will take place on a home- 
and-away basis.

“The AFC welcomes the historic 
move,” a statement read. “Passion­
ate fans across Saudi Arabia, IR 
Iran and the whole of Asia can 
now look forward to a thrilling 
new chapter in club and national 
team football as teams from SAFF 
and FFIRI compete in the spirit of 
competition and camaraderie.”

3M has announced that it will 
pay $6 billion to settle almost 
260,000 lawsuits against its 
Combat Arms earplugs between 
2023 and 2029.

The agreement will include $5 
billion in cash and $1 bil­
lion in common stock of the 
Minnesota-based conglomerate. 

The earplugs were made by 
Aearo Technologies, a company 
that 3M acquired in 2008. The 
US military used the earplugs in 
training and in combat from 
2003 to 2015, including in opera­
tions in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Plaintiffs for military mem­
bers in the lawsuits claimed the 
company hid design flaws, 
tweaked test results and failed to 
provide instructions for proper 
use of the earplugs, leading to 
hearing damage.

In a statement, 3M said the set­
tlement is intended to resolve all 
claims associated with the Com­
bat Arms earplug products as 
well as potential future claims.

The company also faces thou­
sands of other lawsuits related to 
the forever chemicals PFAS.

Earlier this year, 3M agreed to 
a $12.5 billion settlement with 
multiple public water systems in 
the United States to resolve 
water pollution claims that the 
forever chemicals contaminated 
soil, groundwater and other pub­
lic water systems.

In early June, DuPont, Che- 
mours and Corteva agreed to pay 
$1,185 billion for PFAS-related 
drinking water claims with 300 
local water systems that had 
sued the three companies for the 
costs of cleaning and filtering 
their wells and aquifers.

Tainted tap water
A recent study by the US Geo­

logical Survey showed at least 45 
percent of the country’s tap 
water is estimated to have one or 
more types of forever chemicals.

PFAS, or perfluoroalkyl and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances, are 
widely used in everyday prod­
ucts. They can build up in the 
human body and pass from 
mothers to newborns because of 
their slow breakdown.

The US Environmental Protec­
tion Agency listed health risks 
posed by PFAS, including nega­
tively affecting reproductivity, 
children’s development, immune 
systems and the body’s natural 
hormones, and an increased risk 
of prostate, kidney and testicular 
cancers.

3M’s proposed deal would pro­
vide funds over 13 years to cities, 
towns and other public water 
systems to test and treat contam­
ination of PFAS.

However, the agreement does 
not stop people from filing indi­
vidual cases against 3M for per­
sonal injury claims.

The legal woes have dropped 
3M’s stock price by 50 percent in 
the past five years, while the stock 
market went up by 50 percent, 
The Wall Street Journal reported.

An investigation team is at the scene of a fatal crash involving a Los Angeles County fire truck and a 
sedan at the intersection of South Avalon Boulevard and East Compton Boulevard in West Ranch 
Dominguez, California, on Tuesday. Two people were killed in the accident, irfan khan via getty images

A wholesale market for seafood in Daejeon, South Korea, looks 
deserted with no customers in sight on Aug 30. photo by yonhap

Featuring a dynamic story of the 
legendary dragon’s descendants, the 
2023 Dragon Festival returned to 
Toronto with culture, food and new 
lion dance competitions.

The three-day festival from Sept 1 
to Sept 3 in Toronto’s Nathan Phil­
ips Square featured a range of activi­
ties. Those included dragon and lion 
dances, acrobatic performers, Chi­
nese folk music, waist-drum dances, 
modem youth dance, a fashion show, 
tai chi and martial arts on water, eth­
nic music and entertainment by local 
Canadian and Chinese artists.

Recognized internationally as a 
sport, lion dance was featured in a 
competition, bringing the rhythmic 
beat of drums along with spectacular 
stunts and synchronized agility, said 
Shan Attaoui, the festival’s communi­
cations director.

“This is our way to show Toronto 
and the world about the essence of 
Chinese culture for more than 5,000 
years,” Attaoui said.

Hosted by the Canadian Asso­
ciation of Chinese Perforating Arts 
(CACPA), the annual festival began 
in 2018 but paused for two years due 
to the pandemic.

Since its return to Toronto in 
2022, when it attracted as many as 
85,000 visitors, the festival has swiftly 
become a staple in the Greater Toron­
to area.

Zhang Jian, chairman of the CAC­
PA, told China Daily that the festi­
val is an important celebration for 
the inheritance of Chinese culture 
overseas.

“We hope the festival is expected to 
further demonstrate the pivotal posi­
tion of Chinese culture in Canada’s 
multiculturalism,” Zhang said.

As an important cultural symbol 
of traditional Chinese culture, the 
dragon symbolizes happiness and 
auspiciousness and reflects the cre­
ative talents, wisdom and persever­
ance of Chinese descendants.

The festival also provided calligra­
phy and painting stations that taught 
people how to write traditional Chi­
nese characters and try ink and wash 
painting.

K.

He said it was “a very positive 
development between two impor­
tant countries in the region” mak­
ing the region “a better place for 
living and doing business” with 
tensions going down between the 
two neighbors.

In March, Saudi Arabia and Iran 
restored relations through Chi­
nese diplomacy after a seven-year 
break.

The two countries agreed to 
reopen their embassies and mis­
sions within two months, and 
announced in April the resump­
tion of diplomatic relations with 
immediate effect.

“Certainly, there will be issues of 
exchange between the two coun­
tries,” Husain said. “The presence 
of ambassadors allows the two 
countries to engage directly face- 
to-face without going through 
intermediaries. I’m certain there 
will be issues and developments 
requiring coordination and 
exchange of views between Saudi 
Arabia and Iran.”

Lion and dragon dances performed at the Toronto Dragon Festival. 
RENA LI/CHINA DAILY
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Milestone will enable direct interaction 
between major Mideast nations: Experts
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The world’s oceans — more than 70

ByMEVGMEILI in New York

mingmeili@chinadailyusa.com President Joe Biden.
John G. Murphy, senior vice-pres­

ident for international policy at the 
US Chamber of Commerce, noted 
that the USTR in 2018-19 imposed 
Section 301 tariffs on about 10,000 
categories of goods from China.

“Today it is extending those exclu­
sions through the end of the year, but 
the great bulk of the tariffs remain,” 
Murphy said in a message posted 
on X, the social media site formerly 
known as Twitter.

Inu Manak, a fellow for trade pol­
icy at the Council on Foreign Rela­
tions, said the announcement was 
good news, but Washington needs to 
take further steps.

“The next step is to permanently 
remove 301 tariffs at the end of the 
review period and put an end to this 
failed trade war,” Manak wrote on 
social media on Wednesday.

The Trump administration, invok­
ing the Section 301 of the Hade Act of 
1974, first launched the China tariffs 
in 2018.

The US is currently imposing a 25 
percenttariff on approximately $250 
billion of imports from China and a 
7.5 percent tariff on approximately 
$112 billion worth.

The Section 301 tariffs remain in 
place under the Biden administration. 

On Tuesday, US Commerce Sec­
retary Gina Raimondo, a member 
of Biden’s Cabinet, said she does not 
expect any revisions to the China 
tariffs until an ongoing review is 
completed by the USTR office.

‘T don’t think the (Biden) adminis­
tration will make any changes until 
that review is completed,” Raimondo 
told CNBC.

‘We didn’t put those tariffs in 
place. We don’t think they make a 

k

As the United States on Wednes­
day further extended tariff exclusions 
on some Chinese imports until the 
end of2023, China’s embassy spokes­
person and analysts said that all the 
remaining additional duties should 
be removed altogether.

The Office of the United States 
Trade Representative (USTR) 
announced the further extension of 
China “Section 301” tariff exclusions 
on 352 Chinese import and 77 COV- 
ID-19-related categories that were set 
to expire on Sept 30.

The extension until Dec 31 will 
“allow for further consideration 
under the statutory four-year review’; 
the office said in a statement

Liu Pengyu, a spokesperson for 
the Chinese embassy in the US, said 
China always believes that the uni­
lateral tariff increases by the US are 
not good for China, the United States 
and the world.

‘As currently inflation continues to 
rise, and the global economic recov­
ery is facing challenges, we hope 
that the US will, in the fundamental 
interests of consumers and produc­
ers in both countries, remove all the 
tariffs on China as soon as possible, 
and push the bilateral trade relations 
back to the normal track at an early 
date,” Liu told China Daily.

This would be the third time 
that the 352 exclusions have been 
extended out of 549 exclusions that 
expired at the end of 2020, meaning 
the practice of granting tariff exclu­
sions to select industries has been in 
effect through the administrations of 
former president Donald Hump and

But Chinese embassy says many remaining 
duties should be lifted ‘as soon as possible’

whole lot of sense in many cases,” she 
said. “I think the Trump tariffs could 
have been much more strategic, and 
that’s why we are doing this four-year 
review”

In October last year, the USTR 
announced that it would seek pub­
lic comments on the effectiveness 
of the tariff actions, other actions 
that could be taken, and the effects 
of such actions on the US economy, 
including consumers.

It received 1,497 submissions from 
“all interested parties” when the com­
ment period ended in January.

In research published on April 18, 
Manak and two other researchers 
found that 286 of those submissions 
were essentially duplicates, and an 
analysis into the remaining 1,181 
comments found that 917, or more 
than two-thirds of the submissions 
favored removal of the tariffs.

In their article titled “The Cost of 
Hump’s Hade War with China Is Still 
Adding Up” they urged the USTR to 
listen to the “overwhelming major­
ity” of comments calling for an end 
to what many described as a failed 
trade war.

They noted that several studies 
have examined the cost of the Section 
301 tariffs on the US economy.

For example, research by the 
American Action Forum published 
in January found that US consumers 
largely bore the brunt of the tariffs, 
paying a total of $48 billion — with 
half of the figure paid by US firms 
that rely on intermediate inputs from 
China.

Removing the tariffs would 
increase the competitiveness of 
US companies by lowering their 
costs, and in turn spur additional 
economic output and growth by 
the US goods-producing sector, 
according to trade analysts Tom 
Lee and Tori Smith, who authored 
the research.
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The Earth has experienced its most 
scorching summer in the Northern
Hemisphere, especially parts of the Women walk toward a fountain in the National Gallery of Art

Sculpture Garden in Washington on Wednesday, kevin lamarque / ap
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percent of the Earth’s surface — were 
the hottest ever recorded, nearly 21 
C (69.8 F), and have set high-tem­
perature marks for three consecutive 
months, the WMO and Copernicus 
said.

The sea-surface temperatures in 
Florida hit over 37 C (100 F), which 
would threaten ecosystems and 
marine life. Higher temperatures 
have the potential to strengthen hur­
ricanes in the Atlantic Ocean.

Also, Antarctic sea ice extent has 
continued to hover at a historically 
low level for this time of the year, 
with a monthly measurement that 
stands 12 percent below the typical 
average, by far the largest negative 
anomaly for August since satellite 
observations began in the late 1970s, 
according to the report Arctic sea ice 
extent was 10 percent below aver­
age, but well above the record mini­
mum of August 2012, according to 
the report

‘Antarctic sea ice extent was lit­
erally off the charts, and the global 
sea surface temperature was once 
again at a new record,” WMO Secre­
tary-General Petteri Taalas said in a 
statement

The El Nino effect, a natural cli­
mate fluctuation that brings warmer 
than average sea-surface tempera­
tures and influences weather, contin­
ued to develop.

fit®?

.'"lii

!
z^lll

'I

■k

1

By ZHAO HUANXIN

in Washington

huanxinzhao @ chinadailyusa.com
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US, Europe and Japan, with record­
breaking high temperatures, resulting
in high sea surface temperatures and
low Antarctic sea ice extent, data have exceeded the threshold set by the Par-
shown. is Agreement, an international treaty

Temperatures have consistently ris- on climate change and reducing car-
en this summer. From June to August, bon emissions, to which 196 parties at
the planet had its hottest three con- the UN Climate Change Conference 
secutive months since records began accepted.
in the 1940s, according to the Euro- “The dog days of summer are not 
pean Union-funded Copernicus Cli- just barking, they are biting,” UN 
mate Change Service (C3S). The latest Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
month ranked the hottest August by said in a statement “Climate break- 
a large margin, but also the second- down has begun.” He urged that 
hottest month, right after July 2023. states’ leaders should take action on 

The entire month of August is esti- climate change issues and reduce 
mated to have been around 1.5 degrees greenhouse gas emissions, which
Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit) warmer than accumulate in the atmosphere and 
the preindustrial average from 1850- hold in heat.
1900. The year 2023 so far is the sec- Also, countries in the Southern 
ond warmest on record behind 2016, Hemisphere are experiencing gradu- 
when there was a powerful warming ally warmer winters.
El Nino event, according to the World “It’s time for global leaders to start
Meteorological Organization (WMO), telling the truth,” Andrew Weaver, a 
an agency of the United Nations. professor at the School of Earth and

A report in May from the WMO and Ocean Sciences at the University of
the UK’s Met Office predicted that Victoria in Canada told The Associ- 
there is a 98 percent likelihood that at ated Press. “We will not limit warming
least one of the next five years will be to 1.5 C; we will not limit warming
the warmest on record and a 66 per- to 2.0 C. It’s all hands on deck now
cent chance of temporarily exceeding to prevent 3.0 C global warming —
1.5 C above the 1850-1900 average for a level of warming that will wreak 
at least one of the five years. havoc worldwide.”

“What we are observing, not only Greenhouse gas concentrations, 
new extremes but the persistence of global sea levels and ocean heat con- 
these record-breaking conditions, and tent reached record highs in 2022, 
the impacts these have on both people according to the US National Oceanic 
and planet, are a clear consequence of and Atmospheric Administration. But 
the warming of the climate system,” it seems that the data in 2023 are get- 
C3S Director Carlo Buontempo said.

The rise of temperatures has now
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Experts: Nation, rest of world can boost global tourism

Agencies contributed to this story.
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Ikea to increase stores, improve assets in country

Briefly

XINHUA - CHINA DAILY
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Battery products on display at Contemporary Amperex Technology Co Ltd in Ningde, Fujian province. 
ZHU XINGXIN / CHINA DAILY

Monday, CATL’s principal engineer 
Gao Pengfei said the company plans 
to manufacture its ultra high-speed 
charging Shenxing battery not only 
in China, but also at its facilities in 
Germany and Hungary.

Shenxing, made with lithium iron 
phosphate (LFP), is able to deliver a 
driving range of 400 kilometers 
with a 10-minute charging time. It 
was unveiled in August with the 
company saying it is the world’s first 
super-fast charging LFP battery.

LFP chemistry offers cost advan­
tages compared to nickel-cobalt- 
manganese batteries used in 
cylindrical cells by automakers such 
as BMW and Tesla, Gao said.

By WANG ZHUOQIONG 

wangzhwqiong@chinadaily.com.cn

ByCHENWEIHUA

in Munich, Germany 

chenweihw@chinadaily.com.cn

Zhou Mi, a senior researcher at 
the Chinese Academy of Interna­
tional Trade and Economic Coop­
eration in Beijing, said: “The 
notable performance of Chinese 
battery companies can be attribut­
ed to rising demand from major 
overseas consumer countries for 
renewable energy and new energy 
vehicles. Also, local companies 
have made great technological 
advancements in lithium battery 
manufacturing.”

Similar views were shared by Pan 
Helin, co-director of the Digital 
Economy and Financial Innovation 
Research Center at Zhej iang Univer­
sity’s International Business School.

Global home furnishing giant 
Ikea will invest 6.3 billion yuan 
($862 million) in China over the 
next three years to add physical 
stores and improve its existing 
logistics, digitalization and sus­
tainability processes, in order to 
attract more consumers, its top 
executive said in Beijing on 
Wednesday.

Ikea, which entered the China 
market 25 years ago and has invest­
ed 43 billion yuan in the country so 
far, plans to open another store in 
Xi’an, Shaanxi province, doubling 
its stores in the city to two.

It also plans to open a mall in 
Shanghai in 2024 besides launch­
ing a distribution center in Tian­
jin to expand its footprint and 
diversify the functions of its off­
line stores.

In China, Ikea runs 34 stores, two 
experience centers and eight Ikea 
Livat Complex centers.

Part of Ikea’s overall goal is to 

grow with its furnishing suppliers 
so as to serve its global market bet­
ter, said Jesper Brodin, chief exec­
utive officer of Ingka Group, the 
largest Ikea retailer that repre­
sents about 90 percent of Ikea 
retail sales.

Brodin, who is on a visit to Bei­
jing, said Ikea believes in invest­
ing in China for the long term. 
“We believe the Chinese govern­
ment is taking very strong meas­
ures to stimulate consumption, 
which will be very important to 
bring trust to consumers. Ikea has 
offered to be part of it and will 
support the journey.

“We in Ikea always believe the 
entrepreneurship in China is fantas­
tic, and so is the speed of the digital 
development and sustainability. We 
truly believe that China will be at the 
forefront of becoming a sustainable 
society?’

In the China market, Ikea has 
most of its capabilities and assets 
like retail, distribution, production, 
design, digital development and 
real estate, he said.

Grabar-Kitarovic said the world 
should work together and tread a win­
win path to promote global tourism. 

Jose Luis Sanz, mayor of Seville, a 
southern city in Spain, suggested 
that countries should explore new 
consumption groups and offer 
diversified services to realize the 
sustainable development of the 
tourism market.

The 2023 World Conference on 
Tourism Cooperation and Develop­
ment noted that in recent years, 
novel business modes of tourism 
consumption are stimulating new 
vitality, and the global tourism mar­
ket is entering a fresh phase of 
development.

According to a report released dur­
ing the CIFTIS conference, thanks to 
the gradual relaxation of COVID-re- 
lated travel restrictions by countries 
around the globe, global demand for 
travel has rebounded strongly. In 
2022, global tourism sales revenue 
reached $4.6 trillion, or nearly 80 per­
cent of die level seen in 2019, witii 
9.57 billion travel person-times, or 66 
percent of the 2019 level.

ative industry and performing arts, 
introduced local specialities to visi­
tors, including pastries, black pep­
per, tuak (a Sarawak wane), bird’s 
nest and Laksa or a noodle dish with 
broth made of herbs, spices, and 
coconut milk.

“Kuching, the capital of Sarawak, is 
a UNESCO city of gastronomy. 
Unspoiled jungles, clean river and 
Mulu, which is a national park and a 
UNESCO world heritage site ... we 
have so many (attractions) to offer?’ 

Between January and July, 178,000 
tourists from China visited Malaysia. 
Among them, 22,149 visited Sarawak 
in east Malaysia, which shares bor­
ders with Indonesia and Brunei. By 
the end of the year, the number is 
expected to swell to 40,000.

He said that boosted by theBeltand 
Road Initiative, the Sarawak region of 
Malaysia is ramping up efforts to 
enhance its connectivity with China. 

“This year marks the 10th anni­
versary of the BRI. Under the initia­
tive, there are lots of collaborations 
that we can do,” the minister said. 

Croatia’s former president Kolinda

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
has dismissed concerns that grow­
ing Chinese competition is a 
threat to the local automotive 
industry, while welcoming Chi­
nese carmakers to Europe’s largest 
auto show, IAA Mobility 2023, in 
Munich.

The six-day event officially 
opened on Tuesday.

Scholz said increased competi­
tion from China was good for the 
German auto industry.

“Fair competition stimulates 
business. It is in the interest of 
consumers,” he said, as Chinese 
electric vehicle companies show­
cased several new fully electric 
models, outshining some Ger­
man automotive giants. “Compe­
tition should spur us on, not 
scare us.

“The countries that have 
achieved great prosperity in the 
course of globalization, the work­
ers there, have no less right and no 
less claim to the opportunities of 
modernity than we do,” Scholz 
said of China.

“In the 1980s, it was said (that) 
Japanese cars would overrun the 
market. Twenty years later, it 
was cars made in South Korea 
and now supposedly Chinese 
electric cars,” Scholz, who wore a 
black eye patch due to an injury 
from a jogging accident on Sat­
urday, said.

The German chancellor also 
expressed confidence in his coun­
try’s strengths.

“There is no question about the 
international competitiveness of 
Germany as a car country?’ he said, 
adding that “Germany is still the 
linchpin of the auto industry and 
will remain so.”

Jun Jin, an auto industry expert 
at PwC, said the international 
market provides great opportuni­
ties for Chinese EV makers, given 
their strength in technology and 
costs.

“But this does not simply mean 
replicating their China success 
story; they need to succeed by 
adopting local practices,” Jun told 
China Daily.

Chinese companies continued to 
dominate the global power battery 
market in the first seven months, 
responsible for over three-fifths of 
battery installations worldwide, 
said a report by South Korean mar­
ket consultancy SNE Research on 
Wednesday.

According to the latest report, six 
Chinese battery companies were 
among the Top 10 such firms global­
ly in terms of battery installations, 
with a total market share of 62.9 
percent, from January to July. South 
Korea followed with three firms and 
Japan with one.

Specifically, Chinese battery giant 
Contemporary Amperex Technolo­
gy Co Ltd maintained its leading 
position with total installed capaci­
ty of 132.9 gigawatt hours, up 54.3 
percent year-on-year. Its global mar­
ket share stood at an impressive 
36.6 percent.

Chinese EV maker BYD ranked 
second worldwide at 58.1 GWh, up a 
whopping 94.1 percent year-on-year. 
South Korea’s LG Energy Solution 
followed with 51.4 GWh. China’s 
CALB, EVE, Gotion High-Tech and 
Sunwoda were also among the Top 
10.

SNE Research said BYD has 
shown a noteworthy performance 
in the first seven months and has 
achieved broad popularity based on 
its price competitiveness in aspects 
such as in-house battery supply 
chains and vehicle manufacturing.

Chinese battery films have exhibit­
ed increasing strength in overseas 
markets, he said.

Currently, more than 10 Chinese 
power battery companies have 
announced plans for overseas 
investments.

“For local battery firms and relat­
ed companies in the industry chain, 
the global battery market still has 
the potential to grow manifold in 
terms of scale,” Pan said.

Over the past few years, CATL, for 
instance, has tried to penetrate 
overseas markets, and has been 
enjoying rapid growth in Europe 
and North America.

At the IAA Munich Car Show on 

including whiskey and dairy prod­
ucts. In addition, a band perform­
ance spiced up the proceedings.

“We are promoting Ireland as a 
tourist destination. Not only 
because it boasts beautiful beaches 
and incredible cliffs, but also 
because it’s a good base for travel to 
the rest of Europe,” said Derek Lam- 
be, economic counselor of the 
Embassy of Ireland in China.

Data from the Central Statistics 
Office of Ireland showed that in 
April, tiie number of visitors to Ire­
land surged nearly 21 percent year- 
on-year, and those arriving in Ireland 
via overseas routes surpassed 1.7 mil­
lion, up more than 4 percent from 
the level seen before the pandemic. 

“This summer vacation, we saw 
an increasing number of Chinese 
visitors traveling to Ireland. Our 
feedback from Chinese tourists is 
overwhelmingly positive. Besides, 
we see huge potential for further 
growth,” Lambe said.

At Malaysia’s Sarawak Pavilion, 
Abdul Karim Rahman Hamzah, 
Sarawak’s minister for tourism, cre-

“All the things we have in China 
are partly to serve the development 
in China, and partly to help us 
become better globally?’ Brodin said. 

On the shift in emphasis of the 
group’s investment strategy in Chi­
na, Brodin said: “In the years to 
come, you will still see some of the 
big centers, more touch points in the 
city, and more money going to solar 
and wind power.

“We will see more money go to 
digital development and maybe 
even investing in local companies to 
encourage entrepreneurs to be part 
of our multichannel network.”

To better cope with mounting com­
petition from domestic one-stop fur­
nishing solution providers, Ikea has 
plans to explore its “New Retail” for­
mat, by opening the first batch of 
stores that offer planning and order­
ing services in Beijing and Shenzhen, 
Guangdong province.

These centers provide home fur­
nishing solutions to people who are 
refurnishing or remodeling their 
homes.

Ikea will also invest in sustaina­

Auto production, sales 
post steady growth
China’s auto production and sales 
rose 7.4 percent and 7.9 percent 
year-on-year, respectively, in the 
first seven months, said an official 
from the Ministry of Industry and 
Information Technology. Address­
ing a news conference on Tliesday, 
Wang Wei ming said China is striv­
ing to increase its annual automo­
bile sales by 3 percent to 27 million 
units this year. Wang added that it 
is necessary to strengthen depart­
mental coordination and create 
policy synergy to stabilize and 
expand the consumption of both 
new energy vehicles and gasoline- 
powered vehicles.

A view of a smart fishing cage in Yantai, a coastal city in East Chi­
na’s Shandong province, on Tuesday. The Jinghai No 007 smart
cage, which serves as a smart platform for breeding deep-sea 
aquatic animals, is part of a project to build 100 deep-sea cages 
in the sea near Changdao Island, lu zhongqiu / china daily

Travel demand is seeing a robust 
recovery globally, and China and the 
rest of the world should collaborate 
more to further develop the global 
tourism market, officials and 
experts said during a conference at 
the five-day 2023 China Internation­
al Fair for Trade in Services, which 
concluded in Beijing on Wednesday. 

Yin Yong, Beijing’s 
mayor, said: “In the 
first half of this year,

See more, the city welcomed 150 
million person-times 
of travelers, and tour­

ism sales revenue surpassed 270 bil­
lion yuan ($37 billion), both double 
the respective levels seen in 2021 
and basically back to the level before 
the (COVID-19) pandemic.”

During CIFTIS, participating 
countries and regions showcased 
their tourism potential. For instance, 
the Irish Pavilion put on display a 
wide range of commercial, educa­
tional, cultural and tourism exhibits,

Region to strengthen 
biz cooperation 
Commerce authorities of the 
Yangtze River Delta region have 
signed a cooperation deal in Bei­
jing aiming to advance regional 
market integration and facilitate 
the building of a unified nation­
al market. The authorities in 
Shanghai as well as the provin­
ces of Jiangsu, Zhejiang and 
Anhui will deepen cooperation 
in six aspects, including promot­
ing common market rales and 
systems and sharing trade logis­
tics systems, according to the 
deal.

ble solutions to benefit consumers 
in China, helping them live in more 
energy-efficient smart homes, both 
in terms of costs and support for 
climate change solutions, Brodin 
said.

In China’s home furnishing sec­
tor, where Ikea is ranked third 
behind two Chinese companies, the 
company^ retail sales have seen 
fluctuations in recent years, declin­
ing in 2020 to 760 billion yuan from 
806 billion yuan in 2019, and recov­
ering a bit in 2021 to 784 billion 
yuan, only to drop again to 731 bil­
lion last year, according to Euro­
monitor International.

Over the years, the retailer has 
sought to open more smaller-sized 
stores as they are considered more 
convenient and accessible to local 
consumers. It has also put in place a 
digital team to develop its digital 
ecosystem for the local market.

In 2018, Ikea launched its website 
and delivery services as well as its 
stores on Tmall, Alibaba’s business- 
to-consumer or B2C e-commerce 
platform.
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Chinese companies, he said, 
still count on exports and have a 
long way to go before manufac­
turing vehicles overseas, arrang­
ing global supply chains and 
improving services for local cus­
tomers.

Scholz, who toured several Ger­
man booths on Tuesday, also 
stopped by Chinese car battery 
giant CATL, which had built its 
first plant outside China in Erfurt, 
Germany.

CATL said two days ago that it 
planned to make its latest fast­
charging Shenxing lithium iron 
phosphate battery at the Erfurt 
factory.

On Tuesday, Scholz also 
announced Germany’s ambition 
to advance the EV roadmap in 
Germany.

He said Germany will stick to its 
target of putting 15 million electric 
cars on the roads by 2030 and 
appealed to automakers to pro­
vide more affordable EVs, in a ref­
erence to Chinese competitors 
that have an edge on pricing com­
pared to several German compa­
nies.

Germany had 1.2 million fully 
electric vehicles on the streets by 
the end of April, according to its 
federal motor authority KBA.

Scholz has promised to make 
charging “as easy or even easier” 
than refueling petrol cars.

He said the coming weeks will 
see Germany become “the first 
country in Europe to introduce a 
law requiring operators of 80 per­
cent of all sendee stations to pro­
tide fest-charging options with at 
least 150 kilowatts for electric 
cars”

“This will soon make range anx­
iety a thing of the past,” he said.

Germany is targeting to put in 
place 1 million public charging 
points by 2030, from 90,000 at 
present.

Some 750 exhibitors from 38 
countries are participating in IAA 
Mobility 2023, which includes 300 
world premieres and innovations 
and 500 speakers at the IAA Con­
ference. More than 3,500 journal­
ists from 81 countries have been 
accredited for the show.

By ZHENG YERAN 

zhengyiran@chinadaily.com.cn

By CHENG YU

chengyu@chinadailyeom.cn

Domestic player 
CATL continues to 
be king of the hill, 
followed by BYD

-

Competition from
Chinese carmakers
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MSD boosts localization of pharma R&D

Li Zhengqing
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Visitors walk past Midea Group's booth during a home appliance expo in Berlin on Friday. 
REN PENGFEI / XINHUA

By LIU YUKUN in Suzhou, Jiangsu 

liuyukun@chinadaily.com.cn

By QIU QUANLIN in Guangzhou

qiuquanlin@chinadaily.com.cn

age pharmaceutical MNCs to estab­
lish R&D centers in the countryjoin 
efforts with local enterprises in R&D 
and industrialized applications, and 
undertake major scientific research 
projects with their local R&D cen­
ters. In addition, guidelines were 
launched to accelerate the landing 
of foreign-invested pharmaceutical 
projects and to optimize the drug 
review and approval process for 
MNCs in the country.

Shan Jizhong, senior director of 
MSD China R&D, said: “The Beijing 
R&D center was established in 2011. 
We are witnesses of the local govem-

By ZHENG YI RAN

zhengyiran@chinadaily.com.cn

ment’s efforts in supporting R&D 
and innovative drug reviews and 
approvals. Working with the local 
healthcare community, we are able 
to bring our first-in-class and best-in- 
class drugs to the Chinese market.” 

Lu Dingliang, a senior partner at 
Beijing Jingshi Law Firm, said: “By 
offering more precise support to 
MNCs, China has been attracting 
foreign investment with higher 
‘gold content’. The development in 
key sectors, represented by the 
pharmaceutical industry, is expect­
ed to further raise the quality of Chi­
na’s foreign investment.”

With a long-term commitment to 
the Chinese market, United States- 
based global pharmaceutical compa­
ny MSD plans to introduce over 50 
innovative drugs, vaccines, new indi­
cations and companion diagnostics 
to China in the next five years.

As part of its constant efforts to 
enhance its local research and 
development capabilities, MSD con­
ducted 140 clinical research projects 
in China in 2022, witnessing the 
country’s progress in the sector and 
applauding the innovative results 
achieved by the nation so far.

Li Zhengqing, senior vice-presi­
dent of MSD and president of MSD 
China R&D (research and develop­
ment), said: “In the past years, the 
progress we have made in building 
our R&D capabilities was impress­
ive. During the COVID-19 pandem­
ic, our R&D team in China more 
than tripled and the number of clin­
ical research projects completed 
surged by nearly 300 percent.”

Currently, MSD China R&D has 
established headquarters in Beijing 
and branch centers in Shanghai;

billion kilowatts, with the installed 
capacity of renewable energy reach­
ing 1.32 billion kW, surpassing coal 
power and growing approximately 
threefold in a decade.

“China has made unwavering 
efforts to develop new energies and 
reduce the use of fossil fuels. The 
country has made great contribu­
tions to the world’s green transition 
in the way that its energy companies 
continue to work to reduce the cost of 
solar, wind and hydropower, allow­
ing more global users to buy solar 
panels and other facilities at a very 
low cost, giving more people access 
to affordable electricity,” said Fran­
cesco La Camera, director-general of 
the International Renewable Energy 
Agency.

Borge Brende, president of the 
World Economic Forum, said China 
was among the major economies to 
have made positive progress in tran­
sitioning energy systems.

According to Brende, global 
investment in clean energy reached 
a record $1.6 trillion in 2022, up 15 
percent from die year before. Hie 
global renewable capacity additions 
are set to soar this year by 107 giga­
watts — the largest increase ever.

Shawn Qu, chainnan and CEO of 
Canadian Solar headquartered in 
Suzhou, said that 10 years from now, 
photovoltaic battery efficiency is like­
ly to rise from over 25 percent to 35 
percent, supported by technological 
advancement, and die industry will 
contribute more to the global green 
energy transition with lower materi­
al consumption and less land use. 

“Closer ties are expected on a 
global scale to battie risks brought 
up by climate change. Canadian 
Solar has provided around 102 GW 
of solar modules for over 160 coun­
tries and regions, and has PV and 
power storage station projects 
across more than 20 countries and 
regions, with the number of 
reserved projects ranking tops glo­
bally” Qu said.

“China’s development of green 
energy is on a fast track and Coves- 
tro has been buying large amounts 
of green power in the country. We 
were the number one buyer of 
green power in Shanghai in 2022. 
Now we are interested in seeking 
more partners and suppliers in the 
fields of solar, wind and hydro­
power,” said Ferdinand Ramm- 
rath, chief procurement officer of 
Covestro AG.

“China has been a major market 
for Covestro and wall continue to be 
extremely important for the compa­
ny in tiie future. Our largest produc­
tion site is located in Shanghai,” 
Rammrath said.

green certificates in the coming one 
to two years.”

Li said: “We firmly believe that 
employees can only maximize their 
value when they feel physically and 
mentally healthy and safe. As Beijing 
boasts a lot of first-in-class universi­
ties where numerous talents are cul­
tivated, we want to attract and 
leverage the strength of local talents. 
This is why we renovated our Beijing 
R&D center. As part of the compa­
ny’s business growth strategy, we 
continue upgrading the capacity of 
this building, to bring a healthier 
and more sustainable workplace for 
our R&D talents in China.”

During the ceremony, the compa­
ny acknowledged the efforts that the 
Chinese government lias made in 
optimizing its business environ­
ment for pharmaceutical multina­
tional corporations.

In August, the State Council, the 
nation’s Cabinet, issued a 24-meas- 
ure guideline to attract more global 
capital and further optimize the 
country’s business environment for 
MNCs, with measures including 
ensuring equal treatment of foreign 
and domestic companies. 

Specifically, the measures encour-

Experts call for stronger international 
efforts to advance decarbonization

Zhang said: “China will further 
improve the investment and financ­
ing environment, ensuring the secu­
rity, stability and sustainability of 
supply chains in the clean energy 
industry. This involves expanding 
the scale of renewable energy sour­
ces such as solar and wind power 
and driving continuous cost reduc­
tions in renewable energy.”

He said China’s overseas invest­
ments in non-fossil energy have 
surpassed those in fossil fuels. 
Zhang emphasized that China’s 
pursuit of clean, low-carbon, secure 
and efficient energy systems has 
injected great momentum into 
global energy transformation and 
security.

Data from the NEA showed that 
the share of non-fossil energy con­
sumption increased from 9.7 per­
cent in 2012 to 17.5 percent in China 
last year. Zhang said China has led 
the world in energy efficiency 
growth, with a consumption growth 
rate of less than 3 percent annually, 
contributing to over 6 percent in 
economic growth on average.

To date, China lias established the 
world’s largest electricity supply sys­
tem and clean power generation sys­
tem, with hydropower, wind power, 
photovoltaics, biomass power and 
under-construction nuclear power 
all ranking first globally, according to 
tiie NEA

As of June, the cumulative 
installed power capacity stood at 2.71

Chengdu, Sichuan 
province; Wuhan,
Hubei province; 
and Guangzhou,
Guangdong prov­
ince. With strong 
local R&D capa­
bility, innovative 
drugs go through

the R&D and approval process simul­
taneously in China and the global 
markets.

“China is now our second-largest 
market, just behind tiie US. It is 
always an integral part of our global 
business strategy?’ Li said.

He made the remarks at an award 
ceremony for MSD’s R&D center in 
Beijing. On Aug 28, the fourth floor 
of the center was awarded tiie 
WELL Platinum Certification — the 
highest WELL Certification, which 
evaluates how a building’s environ­
ment influences human behaviors 
related to health and well-being.

John Bunten, executive director 
of engineering of global workplace 
and enterprise services at MSD, 
said, “We are dedicated to a healthy, 
comfortable working environment 
for our employees, aiming at 30 
more workplaces to be awarded

s_

Building a global research and 
development network would help 
Midea Group, a leading Chinese 
home appliance manufacturer, 
better promote the development of 
innovative energy-saving solutions 
with a user-centric approach in the 
overseas market, according to the 
company’s technical chief for its air 
conditioning business.

“By integrating local resources, 
we have strengthened technical 
research and launched a series of 
innovative products and solu­
tions for air conditioning in the 
overseas market,” said Li Jinbo, 
director of Midea’s innovation 
research institute for household 
air conditioners.

In its latest development, the 
company launched a brand new 
R290 green refrigerant series dur­
ing the IFA Berlin 2023 Consumer 
Tech Fair, a prestigious industry 
exhibition that was held Sept 1-5 in 
Berlin.

As part of the R290 series, the 
company’s EffiClima split unit has 
passed the highest level of the 
European new energy efficiency 
certification, using environmental­
ly friendly refrigerant and achiev­
ing a carbon reduction of 447 
kilograms.

Definition of the entire R290 
series’ functions, risk assessment 
and market compliance were sup­
ported by the company’s German 
research team, after over 10 years 
of research of the product’s core 
technology in Shunde, Guangdong 
province, where Midea is head­
quartered, Li said.

Midea’s German research and 
development center, which was 
put into operation in Stuttgart in 
2019, lias engaged in technical 
cooperation with the company’s 
household air conditioning and 
other business units in terms of 
European energy efficiency label-

The global community should 
deepen international cooperation 
to advance the global green energy 
transition focusing on decarboni­
zation and digitalization, officials 
and experts said at a forum on 
Wednesday.

Speaking at the 2023 Internation­
al Forum on Energy TYansition in 
Suzhou, Jiangsu province, Zhang 
Jianhua, head of the National Ener­
gy Administration, said, “Further 
efforts are called for to strengthen 
global collaboration in clean and 
efficient energy use, with a focus on 
promoting clean, low-carbon trans­
formations in energy-intensive 
industries like manufacturing, con­
struction and transportation, while 
propelling tiie digitalization and 
decarbonization of energy systems.”

A-20 percent energy savings rat­
ing, Liu said Midea would ensure 
every aspect of its dishwashers’ life 
cycle, from design and manufac­
turing to packaging, transporta­
tion and recycling, operate in 
accordance with eco-friendly prin­
ciples.

Midea’s laundry division also 
won a number of technical certifi­
cations at the fair from VDE, a pro­
fessional certification institute, for 
its energy-efficient, anti-bacterial 
and low-temperature drying tech­
nologies.

Founded in 1920, VDE is direct­
ly involved in tiie development of 
German national standards and 
is one of Europe’s most experi­
enced and globally recognized 
safety testing and certification 
organizations for electrical and 
electronic appliances and their 
components.

Midea’s growing presence in 
energy-saving technologies and 
products in the overseas market 
has resulted in increased business 
revenues, the company said in its 
half-year financial report in early 
August.

The company’s overseas revenue 
accounted for 40.88 percent of its 
total in tiie first half, with its gross 
profit margin of overseas business 
increasing by 3.3 percent.

Midea’s total operating revenue 
reached 197.8 billion yuan ($27.07 
billion) in the first half, with its 
innovative businesses growing 
rapidly.

In addition to optimizing its 
R&D teams in overseas markets, 
Midea will continue to promote 
the construction of production 
bases in Brazil and Mexico.

The company’s new washing 
machine production lines in 
Egypt and household air condi­
tioning factories in Thailand 
have already been put into opera­
tion, helping further enhance its 
competitiveness in overseas 
markets.

MSD’s booth is seen during an expo in Shanghai in November. 
PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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rigorous assessment 
ensures that our products adhere 
to the high standards of environ­
mental responsibility and per­
formance,” said Meteor Liu, 
general manager of Midea KWHA 
Oversea Sales Company.

Citing the company’s G-X plat­
form, which boasts an impressive

Midea banks on energy innovation for 
edge in overseas home appliance sector

ing, product energy-saving and 
environmental protection design. 

“Working closely with our 
international technological 
research teams would greatly pro­
mote the development of more 
green and efficient products that 
will meet the local market’s 
needs,” said Li.

During IFA Berlin 2023, the 
company’s groundbreaking prod­
uct, the PortaSplit, won the Room 
Comfort Technology Innovation 
Gold Award presented by IDG, 
Europe Digital Group and Asia 
Digital Group, showing its ongoing 
pursuit of new technologies and 
improvements in user-centric 
solutions.

PortaSplit, a smart air condi­
tioner that combines cutting- 
edge cooling technology with 
unprecedented flexibility, is set 
to make its market debut in 
2024. Unlike conventional AC 
units, PortaSplit seamlessly 
merges the convenience of a por­
table AC with the superior cool­
ing capacity and efficiency of a 
split AC.

At the tech fair, Midea also show­
cased 16 green and energy-saving 
dishwasher models, which are cer­
tified by TUV Rheinland, a leading 
global testing and certification ser­
vice provider.

TUV Rheinland’s certification 
for Midea’s dishwasher encom­
passes a comprehensive evaluation 
across six dimensions — corporate 
social responsibility, environment 
management, climate resilience, 
recycled material content, hazard­
ous substances and product life 
span.

“This

Large language models pow­
ered by artificial intelligence will 
speed up tiie integration of a 
wide range of industries with 
application scenarios, as major 
Chinese technology companies 
step up efforts to develop indus­
try-specific LLMs and promote 
the large-scale commercial use 
of such models, experts said.

LLMs refer to computer algo­
rithms that are trained with huge 
amounts of data and are capable 
of generating content such as 
images, text, audio and video.

Chinese tech heavyweight Bai­
du Inc has updated its enter- 
prise-level LLM platform 
Qianfan, which covers more 
than 400 application scenarios 
across sectors including finance, 
manufacturing, energy, govern­
ment affairs, and transportation. 

Baidu aims to build the funda­
mental capabilities of LLMs, and 
support tiie development of 
Al-native applications, said Rob­
in Li, co-founder and CEO of Bai­
du, at the 2023 Baidu Cloud 
Intelligence Conference held in 
Beijing on Tuesday.

Li said the company will 
launch the latest version of its 
LLM, Ernie 4.0, soon.

Last week, Baidu opened its 
ChatGPT-like LLM Ernie Bot to 
the public after receiving 
approval from the authorities.

Shen Dou, executive vice-pres­
ident of Baidu, said the Qianfan 
platform will greatly lower the 
threshold for the use of LLMs, 
and allow enterprises to use Al 
more efficiently.

LLMs necessitate a higher 
demand for data and knowledge 
in professional fields, and for tal­
ent that can fine-tune special­
ized models based on diverse 
industrial demands, said Lu 
Yanxia, research director at mar­
ket consultancy IDC China.

They have triggered a new Al 
wave and brought fresh business 
opportunities for domestic Al 
servers, cloud computing and 
chip companies, Lu said.

According to a report from 
global consultancy McKinsey & 
Co, generative Al will add 
between $2.6 trillion and $4.4 tril­
lion in annual value to the global 
economy, and have a significant 
impact across industrial sectors. 

Banking, high technology and 
life sciences are among the 
industries that could see the big­
gest impact — in terms of the 
percentage of their revenues — 
from generative Al.

Other Chinese tech giants 
such as JD and SenseTime have 
also launched industry-specific 
Al models in recent months.

JD unveiled its large language 
model ChatRhino in July, which 
can be used in a wide range of 
fields, including retail, logistics, 
finance and health, as the com­
pany aims to bolster digital 
transformation and upgrade 
various industries using Al.

The model will be deployed 
within JD’s core business areas 
in the second half of this year, 
the company said.

JD has accumulated huge 
amounts of data and knowledge 
from extensive industrial scenar­
ios, and it will strengthen cooper­
ation with industry partners to 
promote technological innova­
tion, said Xu Ran, CEO of JD.

SenseTime has developed a 
Chinese-language medical LLM 
built on a vast amount of medi­
cal knowledge and clinical data. 
This model can provide multi­
round conversation capabilities 
for health consultation and gui­
dance services, and help doctors 
improve diagnosis and treat­
ment efficiency.

To gain a competitive edge in 
the global Al chatbot race, Chi­
nese Al companies should devote 
more resources to improving 
computing power, algorithms 
and data quality, and step up 
investment in basic scientific 
research, said Pan Helin, co-di- 
rector of the Digital Economy and 
Financial Innovation Research 
Center at Zhejiang University’s 
International Business School.

$1.6
trillion
global investment in clean
energy in 2022
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Overseas tourism for holidays flying high
With upcoming days off, rising demand for trips abroad meets with favorable policies
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Domestic travel sees busiest summer in five yearsByZHUWENQIAN
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Brendan Tansey,
managing director of 
Viking Cruises China
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tions in the countryside, and book­
ing volumes of bed-and-breakfost 
stays in suburban and mral areas 
have been popular.

ByZHUWENQIAN
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launch more in-depth and experien­
tial study trips to destinations such 
as the UK.

Meanwhile, Norwegian cruise line 
operator Viking Cruises said as Chi­
nese consumers show rising demand 
for outbound travel, it became the first 
cruise company in China to announce 
the resumption of China’s outbound 
European river cruise tours.

Viking Cruises announced earlier 
this year the re-launch of its Europe­
an river cruise operations targeting 
the Chinese market. This year, it took 
the lead by introducing an 11-day itin­
erary on the Rhine River. The cruise 
tour goes by 10 cities in four Europe­
an countries and began operating in 
June. Multiple voyages have been or 
are nearly sold out.

“We are delighted to once again 
welcome Chinese guests aboard as 
we set sail after three years. This 
journey holds great significance for 
us,” said Brendan Tansey, managing 
director of Viking Cruises China. 

“Since this year’s deployment, we

1.

to a report by industry research 
company ChinaIRN.com.

In late July, the National Develop­
ment and Reform Commission, the 
country’s top economic regulator, 
released a guidance to boost domes­
tic consumption. The statement 
suggests that the country vigorously 
develop rural tourism and build a 
beautiful countryside suitable for 
living in.

China should revitalize rural 
development by inheriting rural 
cultures and tapping more rural 
tourism resources. For instance, 
the government can help promote 
the implementation of rural home­
stay service certifications and culti­
vate a group of graded tourism 
homestays.

The government will also support 
business entities to develop rural 
tourism products such as forest 
homes and trails, camps and motels. 
Additionally, companies could cre­
ate a number of new tourism for­
mats tailored to local conditions, 
including landscape agriculture, 
farming experiences, wilderness 
exploration, outdoor sports and 
research trips, according to the 
document.

The company said it is actively pre­
paring group tour products for those 
newly listed countries and will launch 
the products continuously. With Chi­
nese consumers’ eager demand for 
traveling abroad, Tiiniu will focus on 
upgrading its supply chain and prod­
ucts to help accelerate the rapid recov­
ery of the outbound travel market to 
relevant destinations.

“We will actively seek cooperation 
with overseas hotels and local travel 
agencies to enrich our product port­
folio. We will first resume some clas­
sic group tour products, such as 
trips to Australia and New Zealand, 
and group tours to Austria, Hungary 
and the Czech Republic,” said Li 
Peng, director of long-haul out­
bound tourism at Timin.

For short-haul group tours, Tiiniu 
said it would first develop products 
to popular destinations and launch 
small premium group tours to cater 
to consumers’ high-quality demand. 
Also, with rising demand for parent­
child research trips, Tlmiu plans to

In late August, with the approach­
ing new semester, the number of peo­
ple who took trips dropped compared 
with earlier this summer and the pri­
ces of flights also decfined. Those who 
still want to travel should take the 
opportunity to set out, Qunar said.

For the upcoming Golden Week 
holiday, driven by strong travel 
demand, the average price of an 
international flight is expected to 
exceed the prices over the summer. 

For international flights that 
depart on Sept 29, the average price 
of a one-way flight stands at 6,696 
yuan ($916), excluding tax — 72 per­
cent higher than the average price 
in summer. Starting from Sept 25, 
international flight fares will 
increase significantly, according to 
Tongcheng Travel, a Suzhou, Jiang­
su province-based online travel 
agency.

“The recovery of the outbound 
tourism market following COVID- 
19 is expected to embrace its first 
milestone during this year’s Nation­
al Day holiday,” said Cheng Chao- 
gong, a senior researcher with the 
research institute of Tongcheng 
TYavel.

“Short-distance destinations such 
as South Korea are likely to witness 
strong travel demand. Long-dis­
tance trips to Europe and the US 
will also see good performances and 
drive local demand for accommoda­
tions,” Cheng said.

He added that the domestic long­
distance travel market is expected to 
continue its heat and some popular 
destinations are set to welcome 
higher passenger traffic compared 
with the same period before the 
pandemic.

So for this year, the total booking 
volumes of B&B stays nationwide 
have exceeded the total volumes 
recorded in the same period of 2019,

have heard the eager voices of many 
Viking guests who can’t wait to 
revisit Europe with us. This demon­
strates that the demand for Europe­
an outbound travel from Chinese 
guests remains strong,” Tansey said. 

With sustained and stable posi­
tive signals continuing for China’s 
outbound tourism market, Tansey 
said Viking Cruises is full of confi­
dence in the growth prospect of Chi­
na’s tourism market

The company announced in mid­
August the return of its voyage on 
the Danube River that crosses Cen­
tral and Eastern European countries 
such as Austria, the Czech Republic 
and Hungary. The itinerary wall start 
in 2024 to cater to the growing 
demand of Chinese travelers.

In the meantime, Qunar, a Beijing­
based online travel agency, found 
that Chinese tourists’ booking vol­
umes for traveling abroad have 
resumed to more than 50 percent of 
the pre-pandemic level. Some hot 
destinations include Bangkok, Thai­
land; Seoul, South Korea; Tokyo and 
Osaka, Japan; Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia; and Singapore.

The availability of international 
flights has a certain impact on the 
popularity and prices of traveling 
abroad. This summer, the number of 
flights from China to Southeast Asian 
countries, South Korea and Japan has 
been abundant, Qunar said.

“Some carriers have launched 
special prices for flights to South­
east Asian countries, and prices of 
flights this summer have been lower 
than the same period of 2019, before 
the pandemic,” said Xiao Peng, a 
researcher at the big data research 
institute of Qunar.

A a!

Tourists enjoy leisure time at a rural tea-themed homestay venue in
Taizhou, Zhejiang province, in July, wang huabin / for china daily
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The domestic travel market has 
embraced die busiest summer of the 
past five years, boosted by continu­
ously growing demand from Chi­
nese consumers, said major travel 
agencies.

Since July, booking volumes of 
flight tickets to some of the hottest 
domestic destinations jumped 40 
percent compared with the same 
period in 2019, before the pandemic, 
and booking volumes of domestic 
hotels grew by 140 percent over 
2019, according to Beijing-based 
online travel agency Qunar.

Tire most popular routes for high­
speed train travel include from Bei­
jing to Qingdao, Shandong 
province, and from Shanghai to 
Ningbo, Zhejiang province. For 
those routes, train tickets for some 
time slots sold out one week in 
advance, according to the company. 

Meanwhile, with scorching tem­
peratures, many tourists chose to 
avoid the summer heat by visiting 
indoor skiing venues. Between July 
1 and Aug 13, sales of indoor skiing 
and ice skating admission tickets 
nationwide surged 187 percent over

the previous month. Particularly, 
residents from provinces, such as 
Guangdong, Zhejiang and Jiangsu, 
preferred off-season skiing activi­
ties, Qunar found.

Other tourists chose to visit small­
er niche destinations to avoid 
crowds. Tliis summer, the booking 
volumes of hotels in smaller cities 
jumped 120 percent compared with 
the summer of 2019, and the book­
ings of high-end hotels rose signifi­
cantly. Some popular smaller cities 
include Xianning, Hubei province; 
Dongying, Shandong province; and 
Lincang, Yunnan province, Qunar 
said.

“Avoiding crowds and choosing 
some lesser-known tourist towns 
has become a new way for Chinese 
consumers to take trips. Many tour­
ists prefer to vacation in quiet places 
instead of going on sightseeing 
tours,” said Xiao Peng, a researcher 
at the big data research institute of 
Qunar.

In addition, urbanites have been 
increasingly keen on taking vaca-

number of countries and 
regions to which China 
has resumed outbound 
group travel so far

Above: Chinese tourists 
visit lavender fields on the 
Valensole plateau in 
France in July. 
STEPHANE DUCLET / MAXPPP

Left: Passengers of China 
Southern Airlines' first 
flight from Beijing Daxing 
International Airport to 
London's Heathrow Air­
port arrive in London in 
June since a resumption 
of international air travel. 
LI YING/XINHUA
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according to 1Yip.com Group, Chi­
na’s leading online travel agency.

From the beginning of July to 
mid-August, booking volumes of 
B&B stays nationwide grew for six 
weekends consecutively. Consum­
ers from Chengdu, Sichuan prov­
ince; Chongqing; Hangzhou, 
Zhejiang province; and Wuhan, 
Hubei province, have shown the 
highest enthusiasm for mral trips. 

By 2025, Trip.com plans to build 
100 high-end village resorts in the 
country to attract more urban tour­
ists. This summer, more than 10 of 
its village resorts located in different 
areas across the country have seen 
rooms sold out multiple times, the 
company said.

Rural tourism resources account 
for 70 percent of tourism resources 
nationwide, yet the number of tour­
ists who have taken rural trips only 
accounts for 30 percent of total 
domestic tourists. Tourism con­
sumption related to rural trips is 
less than 20 percent of total domes­
tic tourism consumption, according

We are delighted 
to once again 
welcome Chinese 
guests aboard as 
we set sail after 
three years.”

The upcoming Mid-Autumn Fes­
tival and National Day holiday are 
expected to witness a surge in the 
number of Chinese tourists travel­
ing abroad, fueled by continuously 
rising demand and favorable poli­
cies, industry observers said.

The holidays, which fell together 
this year, form an eight-day period 
that runs from Sept 29 to Oct 6. In 
mid-August, the number of Chinese 
consumers who booked interna­
tional flights for the National Day 
holiday jumped more than 30 per­
cent over the previous week, domes­
tic online travel agencies found.

On Aug 10, China announced the 
resumption of group tours to an 
additional 78 countries and regions, 
bringing the total number to 138. 
The latest list includes popular des­
tinations such as South Korea, 
Japan, the United States, the United 
Kingdom and Australia.

“The release of the latest list indi­
cates that China’s outbound tourism 
market is on track of full recovery, 
and signals that we are about to 
embrace a peak of outbound tour­
ism during the Mid-Autumn Festi­
val and the National Day holiday?’ 
said Dai Bin, president of the China 
Tourism Academy.

“This also means that while boost­
ing consumer confidence, it is expect­
ed to help significantly promote the 
recovery and growth of the Chinese 
economy, and global tourism and 
economic development,” Dai said.

Before the pandemic, China had 
become the world’s largest out­
bound tourism market for many 
years, according to the World Tour­
ism Organization. Chinese tourists 
played a crucial role in boosting the 
development of the tourism mar­
kets in overseas countries and 
regions and promoting global eco­
nomic recovery.

Since China optimized its COV- 
ID-19 response measures and 
began quarantine-free internation­
al travel in January, Chinese con­
sumers have shown great 
enthusiasm for international travel. 
In July, the number' of outbound 
travel orders Trip.com Group 
received jumped 44 percent over 
June, according to the company, 
China’s leading online travel agency 
based in Shanghai.

“The expansion of the list will 
directly promote travel enterprises 
to accelerate research and develop­
ment and launch more related 
group tour products, further enrich­
ing options for travelers, thus pro­
moting the accelerated recovery of 
both supply and demand. The 
National Day holiday will become a 
key observation period of travel 
market performance,” said Xie Xiao- 
qing, a senior researcher at 
Trip.com’s research institute.

Tuniu Corp, a Nanjing, Jiangsu 
province-based online travel agency, 
said it has witnessed a significant 
increase in the search volumes of 
those newly listed overseas destina­
tions. Particularly, the search vol­
ume growth of Germany, Australia, 
the United States, the United King­
dom, the Netherlands and Turkey 
has been more apparent
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totally disregarding the regional countries’ quest 
for peace, stability and development.

In order to address issues of common concern, 
ASEAN has tried to play down geopolitics in the 
meetings in Jakarta. Many of the bloc’s members 
have either refused or are reluctant to take sides 
in the China-US disputes, because they know that 
doing so would sow the seeds of division in the 
region.

China and ASEAN are in the middle of negotia­
tions to finalize a Code of Conduct for the South 
China Sea, which is aimed at maintaining lasting 
peace and stability in the waters. And the two sides 
have the wisdom and capacity to resolve their mar­
itime differences and disputes.

The South China Sea is one of the world’s busiest 
waterways with some 100,000 merchant vessels 
sailing through its waters every year. Any disturb­
ance in the waters will disrupt the free and smooth 
flow of goods and global supply chains, slowing 
down the region’s development.

Hence, instead of indulging in selfish calcula­
tions and stirring up trouble in the South China 
Sea, the US should play a constructive role in the 
region, because peace and stability serves its own 
interest too. It should heed the call of the countries 
in the region and respect their efforts to turn the 
South China Sea into a sea of peace, friendship and 
cooperation.

Talking about ROK-China-Ja­
pan relations in an interview to 
local media outlets before leaving 
for Indonesia on Hiesday, Repub­
lic of Korea President Yoon Suk- 
yeol said Seoul will make every 
effort to revitalize the trilateral 
cooperation.

Also, in a recent written inter­
view with The AP, Yoon urged Bei- 
jing to use its leverage over 
Pyongyang to persuade the latter to 
give up its nuclear and missile pro­
jects. He stressed that China, which 
has a responsibility to maintain 
international peace and stability as 
one of the permanent members of 
the UN Security Council, should 
make constructive efforts to denu­
clearize the Korean Peninsula. 

It is good to see Yong talk of 
resuming trilateral communication 
and cooperation. It is also good to 
see that he hopes the Korean Penin­
sula issue can be resolved amicably 
at an early date.

However, apart from paying lip 
service, has the ROK government

Europe’s aviation regulator 
recently exposed a huge scandal 
over a British company supplying 
fake or unsourced engine repair 
parts for Airbus A320 and Boeing 
737 aircraft

A statement issued by the Euro­
pean Union Aviation Safety Agency 
said that the London-based AOG 
Technics sold many aircraft parts 
with forged authorization certifi­
cates and the suppliers who were 
supposed to supply the parts did 
not issue relevant certificates. 

At the center of this scandal are 
CFM56 engines, made by CFM Inter­
national These are the world’s best­
sellingjet engines installed on 
thousands of narrow-body aircraft by 
airlines around the world. Aircraft 
engine components are checked 
every 8,000-20,000 sorties, thrust 
inverters every 8-10 years, and engine 
life-limited parts, which have man­
datory replacement requirements,

spread across thousands of kilome­
ters in the wild, making it vulnera­
ble. A company in Baoding, Hebei 
province, was ordered to pay more 
than 1.7 million yuan ($232,648) in 
compensation for damaging part of 
the Great Wall in 2021, while anoth­
er company in Kelan county, 
Shanxi, damaged hundreds of 
meters of the wall in 2022. 

The historic and research value of 
the Great Wall in the wild is not infe­
rior to that of any relic. The struc­
tures carry important information 
about ancient dynasties that gets 
lost for posterity when destroyed. 

Until a bulletproof glass big 
enough to secure the Great Wall is

made any contribution to fulfill 
these goals?

On the one hand, Seoul’s one-sid­
ed pro-Washington strategy is to 
blame for the souring of Sino-ROK 
relations, which used to be a ballast 
for regional stability in East Asia. If 
the Yoon government really wants 
to mend trilateral ties, it must take 
concrete action to prevent the Sino- 
ROK ties from slipping to a record 
low first.

On the other hand, the worsen­
ing of conditions in the Korean 
Peninsula should mainly be attrib­
uted to the feet that Seoul gave up 
the ROK’s long-term strategic 
autonomy in handling the issue, 
and chose to become a pawn of the 
United States in geopolitical games. 
It is ridiculous that Seoul is trying 
to put the onus on Beijing for its 
own strategic misjudgment. 

As Foreign Ministry spokesper­
son Mao Ning pointed out, the cur­
rent situation on the Korean 
Peninsula does not serve anyone’s 
interest, nor is it to China’s liking.

are replaced every10,000-30,000 
soities. That all aircraft parts can be 
traced to source is the norm. It is thus 
inconceivable that unlicensed or 
counterfeit parts entered the supply 
chain of Airbus and Boeing. 

EASA has now asked aircraft 
owners, operators, maintenance 
organizations and parts dealers to 
check their records for aircraft parts 
obtained directly or indirectly from 
AOG Technics and to replace those. 

Given that the CFM56 engine is 
mainly used to repair older Boeing 
737 and Airbus 320 passenger air­
craft, the entry of feke parts into its 
maintenance system makes one 
wonder if it is to blame for recent 
flight accidents. They included the 
Ethiopian Airlines flight ET302 that 
crashed in 2019, killing all 149 pas­
sengers and eight crew members, 
and the system failure of a SpiceJet 
plane in India before landing on 
May 1, in which at least 17 people on

board were injured. It is not known 
if AOG Technics supplied parts for 
these aircraft, but it is important to 
probe when AOG Technics entered 
die Airbus and Boeing supply 
chains and how it forged airworthi­
ness proof certificates.

As Airbus and Boeing account for 
99 percent of die global market 
share of large civil aviation aircraft, 
the entry of fake parts into their 
supply chains has a bearing on 
global flight safety. This reminds us 
that the existing safety procedures 
though strict are still not enough. 

One wonders how parts made by 
AOG Technics could find their way 
into Airbus and Boeing’s supply 
chains bypassing strict scrutiny pro­
cedures. Has the pursuit of maxi­
mum profits led some to let down 
their guard? The scandal should be 
investigated until all the facts are 
uncovered.

he legislative work of a country should 
always meet its developmental and diplo­
matic demands. The drafting and passing 
of the Law on Foreign State Immunity at a

session of the National People’s Congress Standing 
Committee — after more than three years of prepa­
ration during which public opinions were widely 
solicited — is one such case.

The reason the country’s top legislature passed 
the law last week was the nefarious efforts of certain 
entities in the United States three years ago to smear 
China and its government by filing lawsuits against 
China in US courts in 2020 for “mishandling” the 
COVID-19 pandemic and seek legal redress. That 
their action violated the universally accepted legal 
principle of sovereign immunity, which basically 
means a national government or its agencies cannot 
be sued in the courts of another country, hardly 
made any difference to the US administration.

Those US entities hoped the courts would rule in 
their favor based on the interpretation of “excep­
tional circumstances” as stated in the US sovereign 
immunity law, holding China legally accountable 
for the ‘huge human and economic losses” The 
artifice was possible because the US has adopted 
the principle of “restrictive immunity”, which 
allows lawsuits to be filed against a foreign govern­
ment in “exceptional circumstances”.

The legal drama was aimed at humiliating China

and shifting the blame for their own government’s 
abject failure to respond to the pandemic and pro­
vide medical care to the American people — the US 
accounted for the highest numbers of COVID-19 
infections and deaths.

Yet the legal sham highlighted the need for enact­
ing China’s own immunity law that would suit the 
changing international situation and help better 
protect the country’s sovereignty and interests. The 
Law on Foreign State Immunity, to take effect on 
Jan 1, 2024, has 23 provisions and stipulates that 
China, like many other countries, will follow the 
principle of restrictive immunity instead of abso­
lute sovereign immunity.

More important, the principle of reciprocity in 
state immunity has been adopted, which means 
when a foreign country abolishes, restricts or 
downgrades the sovereign immunity it has granted 
China, China can take necessary countermeasures 
in accordance with the principle of reciprocity.

The days when the Chinese government and its 
agencies were made a scapegoat to stand trial only 
as defendants in foreign courts without any legal 
weapon to fight back are history. While the law 
marks an end to China’s previous practice of grant­
ing “absolute sovereign immunity” to foreign 
states, foreign states and their property in China 
will continue to enjoy normal sovereign immunity 
as before.
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Resolution 2758 resolved, politically, legally and 
procedurally, the issue of the representation of Chi­
na, which includes Taiwan, in the UN and other 
international institutions.

The one-China principle has been acknowledged 
and accepted by the international community, thus 
eliminating any room for anyone, any country or 
any force to create or talk about “two Chinas” or 
“one China, one Taiwan” And on the basis of the 
one-China principle, 182 countries have estab­
lished diplomatic relations with China.

Resolution 2758 makes it unequivocally clear the 
Taiwan island has no basis whatsoever to partici­
pate in the UN or any other international organiza­
tion as a separate country. Therefore, any issue 
regarding the Taiwan island’s participation in the 
activities of international organizations must be 
addressed under the framework of the one-China 
principle.

Moreover, the Taiwan question is purely China’s 
internal affair and its resolution a matter for the 
Chinese people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait 
to pursue.

Some politicians in the United States started dis­
torting Resolution 2758 in October last year, which 
emboldened the Tsai authorities to try to hijack the 
UN General Assembly agenda and challenge the 
UN-centered international order.

Such attempts by US politicians to confuse the 
global public by hollowing out the one-China prin­
ciple and turn back the wheel of history will only 
meet opposition from the international communi­
ty, and are doomed to failure.

There’s bad news for relic lovers. 
In a shocking incident, two sus­
pects dug through a part of the 
Great Wall in Youyu county, Shanxi 
province, with an excavator. The 
reason? They were “taking a short­
cut to their construction site” 

Dating back to the Ming Dynasty 
(1368-1644), this stretch of the 
Great Wall in Youyu has survived 
warfare since it was built. However, 
one excavator is all it took to wipe it 
out. Reports say the two suspects 
have been detained and await crim­
inal charges.

This rings the alarm bells for the 
protection of the Great Wall. Unlike 
small relic items, the Great Wall is

he so-called ‘Tour appeals” the Taiwan 
authorities recently made for the island’s 
participation in the United Nations are 
nothing but their latest ploy to get UN

General Assembly Resolution 2758 overturned.
The United Nations General Assembly adopted 

the resolution on Oct 25,1971, by an overwhelming 
majority, which not only restored the lawful rights 
of the People’s Republic of China in the UN but also 
recognized the representatives of its government 
as the sole legitimate representatives of China, 
necessitating the ouster of the representatives of 
the Chinese island from the UN and all its organi­
zations.

The separatists in support of the Tsai Ing-wen 
authorities are holding protests in New York dur­
ing the 78th session of the UN General Assembly, 
which began on Tuesday. They are calling on the 
UN to stop “misinterpreting” Resolution 2758 
and allow Taiwan to “meaningfully participate” in 
the UN and its organizations. In the process they 
have become a laughingstock.

The separatists on the island seem to believe 
that a legally binding UN resolution, passed by 
the General Assembly, can be annulled by hold­
ing such farcical events. They have promised to 
indulge in similar playacting during the General 
Debate from Sept 19 to 26. The pro-independ­
ence forces know full well Resolution 2758 can­
not be annulled, and yet they continue their 
mindless exercise perhaps because they believe 
Washington will help them achieve their illegal, 
illusory goal.

<

)

he United States conducted a joint naval 
sail with the Philippines in the South Chi­
na Sea on Monday, an obvious provoca­
tive move considering the tensions

between China and the Philippines over the Ren’ai 
Reef dispute.

A Reuters report citing the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines’ Western Command said it was the first 
time Manila and Washington have carried out a 
joint sail in the waters west of Palawan island. Per­
haps the joint sail, apart from underscoring the 
Philippines’ military alliance with the US, was also 
meant to assert its baseless claims over the disput­
ed waters.

The reckless act to hype the maritime dispute 
coincides with this week’s series of meetings in Jak­
arta, Indonesia, with the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations taking center stage. The US, which 
has for years used the maritime disputes in the 
South China Sea to interfere in regional affairs, 
apparently intends to heighten tensions again so it 
can fish in troubled waters to fulfill its strategic 
goals.

The farce the US staged with the Philippines is 
yet another proof ofWashington posing the biggest 
threat to peace and stability in the South China 
Sea. To cater to its own strategic needs and main­
tain its global hegemony, the US is turning the sea 
into a playground for major power competition,

US must heed call to turn South China Sea 
into sea of peace, friendship and cooperation
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The process started in 2018 to 
address the Korean Peninsula 
issues came to a standstill because 
tiie US refused to respond to the 
denuclearization measures taken 
by the Democratic People’s Repub­
lic of Korea.

Neither has the US taken the 
DPRK’s legitimate concerns seri­
ously or shown readiness to 
address these concerns. The US 
needs to draw lessons, correct 
course, step up to its responsibility, 
stop heightening the pressure and 
sanctions, stop military deterrence, 
and take effective steps to resume 
meaningful dialogue.

It is becoming increasingly clear 
that, like Washington’s two-sided 
China policy, Seoul is also taking a 
carrot-and-stick approach to deal 
with relations with Beijing. The 
ROK’s lack of sincerity means it will 
neither be able to broker reconcilia­
tion in trilateral ties, nor can it 
facilitate a peaceful resolution of 
tiie Korean Peninsula problem.

- LI YANG, CHINA DAILY

invented, it might be worth apply­
ing technology to the hilt for its 
protection.

For example, more cameras can 
be installed in various parts of the 
Great Wall so that each part is mon­
itored. Cultural relic protection 
departments can fly more drones 
for surveillance; residents living 
near the Great Wall can be recruit­
ed as volunteers to inspect it. 

All these efforts will help mini­
mize damage to China’s landmark 
offering to tiie world. After all, nei­
ther compensation nor punishing 
tiie culprits can bring back heritage 
once it is lost.

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY
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China and the World Roundtable | Japan Dumping Radioactive Wastewater

Mario Cavolo Harald Bruning

Duplicity equally risky on nuclear issues
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Japan’s WTO complaint against China most ridiculous

I

nese Academy of

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 09/08/2023 5:18:00 PM

Editor’s note: Japan’s dumping ofnuclear-contaminated wastewater into the ocean put the safety of people around the world in danger. The radionuclides that Japan has discharged with the wastewater into the ocean will contaminate
the marine ecosystem, and eventually their impact will move from marine species to humans and affect the entire global environment. Three experts share their views on the issue with China Daily.

The views don’t necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

The views don’t necessarily represent those
of China Daily.

The views do not necessarily reflect
those of China Daily.

ike many across the world, I also 
had thought the issue of the nucle­
ar-contaminated water from the 
damaged Fukushima nuclear pow­

er plant had been settled. But when I 
recently read in a Channel News Asia 
report that Japanese government officials 
had said the radioactive water had to be 
discharged into the sea to avoid accidental 
leaks and create space for storing more 
waste water that was accumulating in the 
destroyed nuclear reactor of the Fukushima 
plant, I realized something was seriously 
wrong.

That the Japanese government is con­
cerned about any accidental leaks means 
the radioactive water is obviously not safe. 
And if that is the case, why is Japan dump­
ing it into the sea?

The Japanese government then told the 
world that the radioactive water would be 
treated before being discharged into the 
sea, and there is nothing to worry about 
because the treatment will remove all the 
nuclides from the water. But this assurance 
came from Tokyo Electric Power Company, 
which owns the damaged Fukushima plant, 
and has lied about the radioactive water 
and the nuclear reactors countless times 
before.

Then I learned that Japan had invited the 
International Atomic Energy Agency to 
study die situation. This should have made 
me believe the decision of the Japanese 
government and TEPCO to dump the 
radioactive water into the sea was based on 
foolproof scientific studies. But the IAEA’s 
core statement on die Fukushima crisis 
explicitly states that it does not endorse or

worth of Japan’s seafood exports. The dis­
charge of die radioactive water into die sea 
will certainly have a detrimental impact on 
Japan’s seafood exports, causing significant 
harm to its fishing industry.

Amid all this, it is shocking to see some 
Japanese government officials, without 
considering the legitimate demands of 
other countries, attributing the losses of 
the Japanese fishing industry to China. In 
fact, they are demanding that China 
immediately lift its import ban on Japa­
nese seafood, and have even threatened to 
file a complaint with the WTO against 
China.

Such demands and threats will not com­
pensate the Japanese fishing industry for 
its losses; instead, they will escalate trade 
tensions between China and Japan, further 
exacerbating the already strained trade 
relations between the two countries. 

Interestingly, the countries verbally sup­
porting Japan’s action are the ones diat 
have seen the steepest decline in the 
import of Japanese seafood and agricultur­
al products. Japan’s data showed the Unit­
ed States saw the steepest drop in the 
import of Japanese agricultural and sea­
food products in the first half of this year. 
Sake, fish paste and scallops imports have 
declined the most. Fish paste and scallops 
are primarily produced in areas affected by 
the discharge of the radioactive water into 
the sea.

Tokyo’s noxious action is not only hurt­

ing its fishing industry but also has 
strained Japan’s relations with other coun­
tries, which in turn will severely affect its 
tourism industry, as fewer people from 
those countries, including China, would 
choose to travel to Japan. This will hinder 
Japan’s efforts to revive its tourism indus­
try and promote economic growth. 

The dumping of the radioactive water 
into the sea is not a matter that concerns 
one country alone. Rather it is a serious 
global issue, because it concerns the 
health of the marine environment and 
ecology and, by extension, humans. The 
Japanese government’s irresponsible deci­
sion has heightened the concerns of con­
sumers in and outside Japan over food 
safety. It has also harmed the interests of 
the fishing industries of other countries 
and regions, and exacerbated geopolitical 
tensions.

Japan should take into account the con­
cerns of its neighbors and the international 
community and immediately stop pollut­
ing the oceans and further harming the 
Japanese people, particularly those 
involved in the fishing industry. Engaging 
in open and sincere dialogue with the con­
cerned parties and international organiza­
tions is necessary to find a responsible and 
relatively harmless solution to the radioac­
tive water problem.

The author is an
assistant research

The author is
director of The 
Macau Post Daily.

sible, because it wants to save money and 
make the rest of the world, especially its 
neighboring countries, deal with the threat 
the nuclear-contaminated water will pose. 

Some people have been trying to confuse 
people by focusing only on the existence of 
tritium in the radioactive water, claiming 
the cooling water China releases from its 
nuclear plants has the same radioactive ele­
ment. This comparison is misplaced, 
because nuclear plants not only in China 
but also in the rest of the world, including 
those in the US, France and many other 
countries, release cooling water with the 
same contents into the sea. Cooling water is 
not the same as the nuclear-contaminated 
water from damaged nuclear power plants 
such as Chernobyl and Fukushima. 

Japan’s discharge plan will cost about 
$100 billion in lost seafood exports because 
most of the people around the world have 
said they will no longer consume seafood 
from Japan because of health concerns, but 
also because they want to punish Japan for 
releasing the radioactive water into the sea 
without consulting other countries. 

Also, if you accuse only China of badger­
ing Japan by banning the import of Japa­
nese agricultural products and seafood, be 

The author is a
non-resident sen­
ior fellow at the
Center for China
and Globaliza-

recommend the dis­
charge plan, which 
raises two very impor­
tant questions.

First, why do recent 
headlines in The New 
York Times suggest it is 
treating Japan with kid 
gloves? Why is the
West’s approach to 
Japan very different
from the way it dealt 
with Russia in 1993 
when the latter faced 
an international uproar tion. 
after announcing it was
planning to release 
nuclear-contaminated water into the sea? 
Russia was forced to abandon its plan, 
heeding the call of the international com­
munity.

And second, why doesn’t Japan treat the 
radioactive water from the Fukushima 
facility and use it domestically if it is safe to 
drink after treatment, as TEPCO claimed? 
Wouldn’t that be better than Japan dump­
ing the radioactive water into the sea and 
contaminating the marine environment 
and ecology and threatening the health of 
people around the world? If China did the 
same, the United States and its allies would 
have launched a scathing attack.

To put it simply, Japan is being irrespon-

apan has thrown caution to the 
wind by starting to dump the 
nuclear-contaminated water 
from the damaged Fukushima

Daiichi nuclear power plant into the sea 
on Aug 24.

It is always better to err on the side of 
caution, particularly when it comes to 
something like nuclear-contamination 
and global food supply chains. What is 
at stake here is also the potential threat 
to public health on the global level — 
which calls for extra caution. 

“Caution is the eldest child of wis­
dom,” French novelist, poet and play­
wright Victor Hugo (1802-1885) 
famously said.

China has been vociferously opposing 
Japan’s decision to discharge radioactive 
water from the Fukushima facility and 
responded to Japan releasing the radio­
active water into the ocean by imposing 
a ban on a range of foodstuffs, seafood 
in particular, from Japan. The Hong 
Kong and Macao special administrative 
regions took similar measures. 

Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Wang 
Wenbin has been 
repeatedly voicing 
Beijing’s opposition 
to Japan’s radioac­
tive water dis­
charge plan. Wang 
said that had 
Fukushima’s nucle­
ar-contaminated
water been truly 
safe — after being 
“treated” using the
Advanced Liquid Processing System — 
Japan wouldn’t need to dump it into the 
sea, “and certainly shouldn’t if it’s not” 

The decision of the Japanese govern­
ment and the Tokyo Electric Power 
Company has been condemned by 
many sectors of civil society in Japan, 
such as fishers and ecologists. Green­
peace Japan has said the Japanese gov­
ernment’s “decision disregards 
scientific evidence, violates the human 
rights of communities in Japan and the 
Pacific region, and is non-compliant 
with international maritime law1! 

Greenpeace Japan has also said the 
discharge plan has failed to conduct a 
comprehensive Environmental Impact 
Assessment, as required by its interna­
tional legal obligations, given that there 
is a risk of significant transboundary 
harm to neighboring countries, such as 
the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea, the Republic of Korea, China, 
and the Philippines.

All this shows China is not alone in its 
principled opposition to Japan’s selfish 
action of releasing the radioactive water 
into the ocean. I find the Japanese deci­
sion especially puzzling for two reasons. 

First, as the world’s only country that 
has suffered the horrible consequences 
of nuclear weapons used in armed con­
flict, I expected Japanese politicians to 
be much more cautious in tackling the 
aftermath of the destruction the earth- 
quake-triggered tsunami caused to the 
Fukushima nuclear power plant in 2011. 

Second, as an island nation with a 
long history of fisheries and a globally 
appreciated culinary tradition based on 
seafood in particular, I expected Japan’s 
political elite to address the radioactive 
water issue much more seriously and 
judiciously. They have failed miserably 
on both fronts.

I take pity on the hard-working fisher 
folks in Fukushima and hope their legal 
action against the Japanese govern­
ment’s move will put an end to it. 

Reportedly, the alternative vapor 
release disposal plan proposed by some 
was rejected by Tokyo for not just tech­
nical but also financial reasons, as the 
ocean discharge plan requires only one- 
tenth of the cost of disposing of the 
radioactive water through the vapor 
release method.

I don’t know much about physics and 
chemistry, but I am a strong believer in 
common sense, people-first policies and 
cautiousness in public affairs. 

As a die-hard optimist, I would not 
rule out the possibility of common 
sense prevailing on Japanese leaders 
and prompting them to eventually 
withdraw their 30-year-long plan to dis­
charge the radioactive water into the 
ocean and replace it with something 
which would not harm the marine ecol­
ogy and human health.

Japan now. It also has
vowed to put any
“high-risk” food prod­
ucts from Japan to rig­
orous level-four food
safety tests to screen 
for radioactive ele­
ments. Many other 
Asia-Pacific countries
also take emergency 
measures.

Right from the day fellow at the Chi- 
Japan announced it ' ’ _ '
was mulling dumping International 
die radioactive water
into the sea China has 
been opposing die
plan. And when Japan
began executing the discharge plan, China, 
in accordance with the Food Safety Law of 
China, and the provisions of the World 
Trade Organization Agreement on die 
Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Measures, took emergency measures to 
prevent contaminated seafood from Japan 
from entering the domestic market by sus­
pending their imports.

According to statistics from Japan’s Fish­
eries Agency, in 2022, Japan’s seafood 
export volume was 387.3 billion yen ($2.62 
billion), with the Chinese mainland and 
Hong Kong being the largest and second- 
largest markets for Japanese seafood, 
accounting for 87.1 billion yen (22.5 per­
cent) and 75.5 billion yen (19.5 percent) 

gnoring the strong opposition from 
the international community, local 
fishers and civil society organizations, 
the Japanese government began dis­

charging the radioactive water from the 
damaged Fukushima nuclear power plant 
into the sea on Aug 24. The radioactive 
water will first contaminate the marine 
environment around Japan and later 
spread across the oceans, threatening the 
w'hole marine ecosystem.

Japan’s action is tantamount to violating 
its obligation to protect and preserve the 
marine environment according to the Unit­
ed Nations Convention on die Law of the 
Sea and the provisions of die Convention 
on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by 
Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter 1972 
(the London Convention for short), which 
prohibits the disposal of radioactive waste 
in the ocean.

Japan’s detrimental action has drawn 
condemnation from people both at home 
and abroad, and prompted many countries 
and regions, including China, to take some 
preventive measures, such as banning the 
import of Japanese products, seafood in 
particular, to protect their citizens against 
the consumption of nuclear-contaminated 
food.

Since Japan started dumping the nucle­
ar-contaminated water into the sea, anti­
Japan protests in the Republic of Korea 
have escalated. And Malaysia has asserted 
that it is not importing live seafood from 

aware tiiat over the past year, US imports of 
Japanese seafood have plummeted. So 
while US politicians are suspiciously silent, 
US consumers are not.

The US military, back in 2011, filed a case 
seeking compensation to cover the cost of 
the catastrophic damage servicemen on the 
USS Reagan had suffered due to radiation 
from the Fukushima plant. According to a 
complaint lawyers filed in court, “At all 
times relevant herein, the Japanese govern­
ment (TEPCO) kept representing that there 
was no danger of radiation contamination 
to the USS Reagan (CVN-76) and/or its 
crew, that ‘everything is under control,’ ‘all 
is OK, you can trust us,’ and there is ‘no 
immediate danger’ or threat to human life, 
all the while lying through their teeth about 
the reactor meltdowns at FNPP.”

In fact, in October 2012, TEPCO acknowl­
edged that it had played down the safety 
risks at the Fukushima facility out of fear 
that they would lead to the shutdown of the 
plant.

Worse, reports revealed that before the
2011 earthquake catastrophe Japan’s nucle­
ar regulators lodged accusations of mass 
negligence against TEPCO, and TEPCO had 
failed to inspect 33 pieces of equipment at 
the Fukushima-Daiichi plant. 

Something is certainly not right here. I 
suggest Japanese officials make a decision 
that doesn’t harm any party and shows the 
international community the respect it 
warrants.

Trade and Eco­
nomic Coopera­
tion.

Tokyo has sadly 
thrown caution 
to the wind
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he global green transition 
creates both opportuni­
ties and constraints for 
countries involved in the

Belt and Road Initiative to grow 
their economies.

Environmental and climate pol­
icies are becoming increasingly 
stringent in many countries due to 
an increase in ecological and envi­
ronmental awareness. According 
to the OECD, the Environmental 
Policy Stringency of Belt and Road 
countries such as Turkiye, Indone­
sia and South Africa rose rapidly 
after the 1990s. This means that 
many developing countries 
involved in the Belt and Road Ini­
tiative face more stringent policy 
and regulatory constraints than 
advanced economies did in the 
early stages of their development. 

There are two main forces 
behind the tightening of green 
constraints in Belt and Road coun­
tries. The first is increased inter­
national efforts to address 
environmental problems such as 
climate change and biodiversity 
destruction. The second is 
increased public awareness of 
environmental protection in these 
countries.

There is an inverted U-shaped 
relationship between a country’s 
economic development and green 
environmental indicators, known 
as the Environmental Kuznets 
Curve described by classical envi­
ronmental economics. According 
to the EKC, as a country’s per capi­
ta GDP grows, the level of environ­
mental pollution first rises, then 
falls, a phenomenon sometimes 
described as “pollute first, clean 
up later”

However, in this era of tighten­
ing green constraints, more and 
more economists have observed a 
flattening of the EKC in develop­
ing countries, meaning developing 
countries are responsible for less 
pollution and emissions despite 
being at the same level of develop­
ment as developed countries. The 
flattening of the EKC implies a 
change in the relationship 
between the environment and 
development. The Belt and Road 
countries wall not follow a path of 
greater pollution during their ini­
tial economic development, fol­
lowed by an environmental clean­
up as the economy advances.
Instead, they will take a new green 
path of development which can be 
described as “cleaning up while 
developing”.

The main challenge of “cleaning 
up while developing” path, com­
pared with the traditional “pollute 
first, clean up later” approach, is 
that the Belt and Road countries 
will face rising costs for technolo­
gy, energy, capital and land. And it 
could lead to a slowdown in eco­
nomic development.

Meanwhile, die green transition 
has already created new industries, 
such as renewable energy, electric

vehicle and batteries, which are 
expected to be scaled up and 
become mainstream in the global 
economy. These new industries 
should create opportunities for 
Belt and Road countries to grow. 

The history of economic devel­
opment suggests that seizing the 
opportunities brought by global 
trends, allocating a country’s fac­
tors of production on a larger 
scale, and participating in global 
production and division of labor 
are the key ways for developing 
countries to achieve economic 
development. The green transition 
is one of the most prominent 
development trends in the world 
today, and this trend has acceler­
ated in recent years thanks to the 
development of new energy indus­
tries and the implementation of 
national policies.

Although Belt and Road coun­
tries face rising costs because of 
the green constraints, the green 
transition also gives rise to new 
comparative advantages with 
resource endowments including 
new energy metals such as lithi­
um, cobalt, nickel, platinum, cop­
per and manganese, wind energy 
and solar energy, while global 
green industry chains allow the 
large labor forces of many Belt 
and Road countries to participate 
in global production. Therefore, 
the green transition can allow 
many Belt and Road countries’ 
emerging resources and large 
labor forces to participate more in 
global industry chains, and green 
industries may emerge as the new 
economic growth drivers. 

China proposes that the Belt 
and Road Initiative should be 
green. The key to building a green 
Belt and Road Initiative is to help 
these countries maximize green 
benefits and minimize green costs. 

China is able to leverage its own 
advantages to help Belt and Road 
countries seize opportunities for 
development related to participa­
tion in the green value chain. Chi­
na could help the countries that 
are rich in new energy metal 
resources break the so-called 
resource curse, for example, 
through the construction of infra­
structures such as roads and 
ports, and the development of 
midstream and downstream man­
ufacturing industries related to 
new energy metals. Relying on 
cost-effective photovoltaic prod­
ucts and globally competitive 
power equipment, China can 
achieve mutually beneficial coop­
eration with Belt and Road coun­
tries rich in solar and wind 
resources by offering investment 
in and construction of solar and 
wind power plants, as well as by 
trade in machinery and compo­
nents.

Environmental costs can be 
reduced by strengthening envi­
ronmental assessment, raising 
emission standards, improving

ment and low-carbon technologies 
for the ASEAN members.

Over the past decade, China- 
ASEAN interactions on clean ener­
gy agenda have become more 
institutionalized via three major 
regional cooperation platforms — 
the East Asia Summit, China- 
ASEAN (10+1) leaders’ meeting and 
the meeting of ASEAN, China, 
Japan and the Republic of Korea 
(10+3). China has not only strength­
ened dialogue and exchanges with 
the ASEAN members as a whole, 
but also advanced green partner­
ships with each ASEAN member 
state in accordance with their 
respective resource endowments 
and policy priorities, such as 
advancing a number of major 
hydro power projects with Myan­
mar and Laos under the Lancang- 
Mekong cooperation mechanism, 
developing offshore wind power 
projects in collaboration with Viet­
nam and the Philippines, and 
attaching great importance to coop­
eration with Malaysia in the solar 
photovoltaic industry. 

Such priorities have greatly 
enhanced the two sides’ resource 
utilization rate and the efficiency of 
bilateral cooperation. Aside from 
institutional improvements, China 
has also strengthened soft connec­
tivity with the ASEAN members 
with regard to standard specifica­
tion and technical management, 
among others. China’s standard 
specification and green manage­
ment models have gradually gone 
global through integrated technical 
and management support — such 
as planning and design, equipment 
manufacturing, engineering con­
struction and operating mainte­
nance in clean energy cooperation 
projects — becoming the name card 
of bilateral green connectivity.

Currently, against the backdrop 
of climate change and environmen­
tal problems, energy security con­
cerns have further heightened die 
importance and necessity of bilater­
al strategic cooperation. In light of 
this, China and ASEAN should fur­
ther cement die foundation for 
clean energy cooperation and com­
bine the government-led green 
cooperation platforms (from top to 
bottom) with the diversified project 
cooperation mechanisms (from 
bottom to top) involving relevant 
companies, financial institutions 
and think tanks. By doing so, the 
two sides can further optimize their 
practice approach and cooperation 
pattern, so as to better build a 
regional community with a shared 
future for green energy.

To start with, China and ASEAN 
should integrate existing govern­
ance mechanisms and advance 
bilateral cooperation under a com­
prehensive framework.

The existing governance mecha­
nisms, although very diversified, 
are relatively fragmented. Hence, 
the two sides should cultivate com­
prehensive cooperation platforms 
that are more professional, long­
term and branded. They should fur­
ther advance the construction of 
the China-ASEAN Clean Energy 
Cooperation Center and turn it into 
an institution that plays a central

role in institutional guarantee, stra­
tegic planning and project imple­
mentation. In the meantime, the 
two sides should innovate coopera­
tion in such areas as green finance 
to meet their cooperation needs, by 
both taking into account the whole 
situation and having an emphasis. 

Second, China and ASEAN 
should seize the opportunities 
brought by the implementation of 
the RCEP to facilitate the establish­
ment of regional technical stan­
dards and the building of green 
industrial chains in East Asia. 

China should make full use of the 
principles and norms enshrined in 
the RCEP agreement, such as market 
access, economic and technological 
cooperation, and intellectual proper­
ty rights, to align with ASEAN’s 
green development strategies and 
digital master plan. The two sides 
should expand positive spillovers of 
green technologies and industry 
standard application during bilater­
al pragmatic cooperation and pro­
mote the coordination of regional 
clean energy industry standards and 
technical specifications. They should 
strengthen political mutual trust 
and lower the risks associated with 
cooperation, and at the same time, 
advance the building of a regional 
clean energy' industry chain. 

Finally, they should advance new 
third-party cooperation mecha­
nisms with ASEAN playing a cen­
tral role.

Green competition and coopera­
tion models that many parties par­
ticipate in could provide more 
diversified interest options, which 
helps break the absolute power 
structure among countries and 
their fixed benefit predilection and 
creates broader space for the coor­
dination of interests. China can col­
laborate with developed nations 
such as the United States, Japan 
and European countries on green 
projects, align with such initiatives 
as the Blue Dot Network, Build 
Back Better World and Partnership 
for Global Infrastructure and 
Investment, and create a sound 
external environment for coopera­
tion. It can also introduce third par­
ties such as international 
organizations into cooperation to 
enhance the transparency of China- 
ASEAN cooperation and dispel 
some ASEAN countries’ concerns 
over Chinese investments. 

In the meantime, China should 
attach greater significance to global 
publicity of great cooperation 
examples to improve China’s image 
as a green investor, so as to enhance 
local residents’ favorability and 
strengthen “heart-to-heart connec­
tions” in green development.

* 
I *• 
• n

The author is head of green econo­
my team and executive director of 
the China International Capital 
Corporation Global Institute. The 
author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank pow­
ered by China Daily. The views do 
not necessarily reflect those of Chi­
na Daily.

| his year marks the 10 th 
anniversary' of the proposal 
to build a closer China- 
ASEAN community with a 

shared future, and also the 10th 
anniversary of the Belt and Road 
Initiative. Over the past few years, 
China-ASEAN cooperation on clean 
energy, by virtue of the platform pro­
vided by green connectivity under 
the Belt and Road Initiative, has not 
only made fruitful achievements in 
industrial, economic and trade 
cooperation, but also advanced 
mechanism construction and the 
sharing of green development con­
cepts, clean energy technologies and 
green management models. 

In recent years, China-ASEAN 
trade cooperation has made nota­
ble progress against the headwind 
of sluggish global trade, becoming 
each other’s biggest trading partner 
for three consecutive years. In the 
meantime, their common pursuit of 
green growth, featuring transition 
to low-carbon and clean energy, lias 
advanced bilateral cooperation in 
green development. 

The clean energy development 
strategies put forth by China and 
ASEAN respectively have sent a 
positive political signal as well. 
Since 2020, China’s investment in 
renewable energy projects in Belt 
and Road countries has remained 
at more than $2 billion annually. 
Between 2000 and 2020, China’s 
total public investment allocated to 
renewable energy projects in the 
ASEAN members accounted for 60 
percent of total foreign public 
investment in the region over that 
period. The Plan of Action to Imple­
ment the ASEAN-China Strategic 
Partnership for Peace and Prosperi­
ty (2021-25), jointly formulated and 
released by the two sides in 2022, 
has further highlighted the impor­
tance of promoting knowledge 
sharing in renewable energy tech­
nologies and industrial coopera­
tion. The Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership agreement, 
which entered into force in January 
2022, lias also provided a critical 
opportunity for the two sides to bol­
ster cooperation on new types of 
low-carbon energy industries. 

Meanwhile, fueled by energy 
security concerns and greater com­
petitiveness of green industries, 
China and ASEAN countries’ com­
plementary advantages in the clean 
energy industry have provided 
immense opportunities for bilateral 
cooperation in this field. According 
to forecasts by the International 
Energy Agency, ASEAN members’ 
installed power capacity of solar 
photovoltaic and hydro power will 
surpass that of natural gas by 2035 
and over 75 percent of electricity 
will be generated from renewables 
by 2040. The ASEAN members 
have a promising future in sustain­
able infrastructure, green hydro­
gen, etc., but are constrained by a 
lack of funding, underdeveloped 
technologies and imperfect laws 
and regulations.

China, as an electricity-transition 
pioneer among developing coun­
tries, can be a booster for the transi­
tion in ASEAN by providing green 
investment, green energy equip-

Li Xinlei is a research fellow from 
the Research Institute of Contempo­
rary Socialism and a professor with 
the School of Political Science and 
Public Administration at Shandong 
University. ShengXuemin is a
research assistant with the Institute 
of Environmental Politics at Shand­
ong University. The authors con­
tributed this article to China Watch, 
a think tank powered by China 
Daily. The views do not necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.

China and. ASEAN should deepen and expand pragmatic 
cooperation in clean energy
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people’s welfare, and enhancing 
environmental responsibility. Chi­
na can encourage companies to 
actively reduce emissions and 
bear the cost by improving emis­
sion standards when implement­
ing overseas projects, in order to 
minimize the damage to the local 
environment. In the guidelines for 
ecological and environmental pro­
tection of foreign investment 
cooperation and construction pro­
jects, jointly issued by the Minis­
try of Ecology and Environment 
and the Ministry of Commerce in 
2022, it is explicitly stated that if 
the host country does not have rel­
evant ecological and environmen­
tal policy standards or has low' 
standard requirements, it is 
encouraged to adopt international 
practices or China’s stricter stan­
dards to better address the risks 
and challenges of green develop­
ment under the Belt and Road Ini­
tiative. The government could also 
strengthen cooperation with Belt 
and Road countries in green tech­
nology, as well as green invest­
ment and financing, and reduce 
the transaction costs of domestic 
companies going global. 

If w'e consider the principles of 
cost-benefit equivalence, the bene­
fits of environmental governance 
in Belt and Road countries have 
global or regional attributes in 
terms of climate change, biodiver­
sity conservation and transnation­
al pollution control. Since the 
environmental benefits are shared 
globally, the governance costs 
should not solely be borne by the 
Belt and Road countries, but 
should be shared at the global lev­
el. For example, from a historical 
perspective, developed countries 
have accumulated much greater 
emissions and environmental 
damage than developing coun­
tries. The ecological conservation 
efforts of developing countries 
have a significant impact on glob­
al climate and environment. How­
ever, developed countries have so 
far foiled to reasonably compen­
sate for the environmental bene­
fits.

Therefore, China could call for 
global actions for benefit compen­
sation, actively participate in and 
lead the international environ­
mental protection and sustainable 
development, and explore the 
establishment of an international 
environmental compensation 
mechanism, in order to strive for 
legitimate and reasonable devel­
opment space for Belt and Road 
countries.
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Leveraging China’s capacity in clean energy 
manufacturing to help BRI countries seize 

opportunities in the global green value chain
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China National Arts Fund celebrates landmark anniversary of 
successful financing, Fang Aiqing reports.

painting, calligraphy and seal carv­
ing, while promoting the localiza­
tion of theater, opera, dance drama, 
musical and oil painting,” says 
Wang Mingliang, director of the 
fund’s management center.

Wang adds that they are keen on 
integrating the ideals, conviction 
and humanistic spirit of fine tradi­
tional culture with new artistic 
expression, and combining tradi­
tional Chinese aesthetics with that 
of modern generations.

According to Wang, since its 
establishment, the fund has spon­
sored more than 7,000 projects, 
including the creation of 1,234 
major stage works, 484 fine arts 
projects, and 1,161 domestic and 
overseas exhibition and perform­
ance projects, as well as around 
3,000 talent training and support 
projects.

Since 2021, it has accepted pro­
posals from Hong Kong and Macao, 
subsidizing 38 projects by art insti­
tutions and individuals in the two 
special administrative regions, and 
has also been supporting young tal­
ent from Taiwan who work and 
study in the Chinese mainland.

Zhu Jinhui, dean of Xi’an Acade­
my of Fine Alls in the Shaanxi pro­
vincial capital, said at the news 
conference that the school has bene­
fited from the fund, particularly in 
supporting their representative 
study into the art and culture of the 
Zhou (c. 11th century-256 BC), Qin 
(221-206 BC), Han (206 BC-AD 220) 
and Tang (618-907) dynasties, the 
revolutionary art of Yan’an, western 
China folk arts and the Chang’an 
(today’s Xi’an) and Loess Plateau 
schools of painting.

He says that the school has had 
76 programs subsidized by the 
fund in recent years, from which 
140 projects have been derived, 
and have generated an output val­
ue of around 270 million yuan ($37 
million).

Among them, a program set up in 
2017 recruited 20 hearing-impaired 
students with knowledge in arts and 
crafts creation from around the 
country, who created 55 wheat straw 
paintings.

Li Li, director of the Inner Mon­
golia Art Theatre, says that 187 pro­
grams from the Inner Mongolia 
autonomous region, mainly featur­
ing ethnic and nomadic culture 
and arts, have been supported by 
the fund over the past decade, cov­
ering all levels of art troupes, insti­
tutions — either State-owned or 
private — and individual artists. 
Some of them have won national 
awards.

Notably, it has supported the cre­
ation and talent training of grass­
roots Ulan Muqir troupes that 
travel around to perform for rural 
herdsmen.

According to Wang, in the 
future, the China National Arts 
Fund will promote tire establish­
ment of provincial arts funds, 
introduce public funds to broaden 
die source of capital, explore ways 
to spend the funds more wisely and 
share the artistic output to a wider 
audience, in order to maximize the 
fund’s guiding role in domestic 
artistic creation.
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hou Liya and Han Zhen, 
the women behind hit 
dance dramas like Poetic
Dance: The Journey of a

Legendary Landscape Painting and 
The Eternal IKzw, have just cele­
brated the 10th anniversary oi Drag­
on Boat Racing, the first joint 
project the duo choreographed and 
directed.

Two performances of the produc­
tion were restaged in late August at 
the Guangzhou Opera House in 
Guangdong province, where it was 
premiered a decade ago.

The drama, created in June 2013 
and sponsored by the China Nation­
al Arts Fund in 2014, follows the for­
tunes of the He clan of Shawan 
ancient town in Guangzhou’s Panyu 
district in the 1930s — their love sto­
ries, inheritance and development 
of local musical styles, and the per­
severance they presented during the 
War of Resistance Against Japanese 
Aggression (1931-45).

Over the past decade, the drama 
has toured 60 domestic and over­
seas cities, such as Beijing, Shang­
hai, Hong Kong, Macao, as well as 
Washington and New York, with 
around 300 performances, and 
won several national and provin­
cial honors.

Since Dragon Boat Racing, the 
duo has created more works with 
the support of the fund, including 
the aforementioned pair of hit dra­
mas and Du Fu and Wing Chun.

In 2016 and 2018, Zhou was sup­
ported by the fund to create some 
separate, smaller dance works.

At a news conference held by the 
Ministry of Culture and Tourism on 
Aug 31, Zhou said that the past dec­
ade saw remarkable progress and 
development in Chinese dance dra­
mas, and the fund, with its all- 
around support and guidance, has 
helped the endeavors of many 
young art creators.

This year also marks the 10 th 
anniversary of the establishment of 
the China National Arts Fund.

Launched in December 2013, the 
fund supports creation and promo­
tion of, and talent cultivation for, 
stage arts and fine arts that repre­
sent the nation’s artistic benchmark, 
either with sponsorship or awards. 
The funds mainly come from the 
central government and public 
donations.

The anniversary celebration 
includes a tour of 15 performing 
arts productions it sponsored from 
Sept 7 to Nov 14 in Beijing, Jiangsu 
and Sichuan provinces.

It will also host an exhibition at 
the China National Arts and Crafts 
Museum and China Intangible Cul­
tural Heritage Museum in Beijing in 
December, introducing its achieve­
ments over the past decade with 
physical exhibits, archives, photos 
and videos.

Seminars will be held to discuss 
the fund’s sponsoring mechanism — 
its emphasis, operation and output 
— and future prospects. Related 
publications to review the fund’s 
decadelong development will be 
released, while around 150 stage 
works and 400 art pieces will be dis­
played online.

“The fund places an emphasis on 
supporting the development of tra­
ditional music, opera and Chinese 
orchestras, as well as Chinese

Wang Mingliang, director of the
fund's management center
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The fund places 
an emphasis on 
supporting the 
development of 
traditional music, 
opera and Chinese 
orchestras, as well as 
Chinese painting, 
calligraphy and seal 
carving.”
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Between heaven and earth, 
together with other sentient beings, I live.

Clockwise from top: Some 
works sponsored by the China 
National Arts Fund, The Eternal 
Wave, Poetic Dance: The Jour­
ney of a Legendary Landscape 
Painting, Battle of Shanghai, 
and The Writer Lu Yao. 
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its head facing toward the emperor. 
For Hu, the remains of an Asian 

tapir, an animal now extinct in Chi­
na, is a much more important dis­
covery. She vividly remembers the 
first time she saw its bones. 

“It was an afternoon, and a mem­
ber of the archaeological team 
asked me to take a look at some 
remains they had just discovered, 
thinking they might have belonged 
to a camel. But the moment I saw 
them, I realized they belonged to a 
tapir, as I had studied tapir fossils 
and recognized the shape.”

Hu was surprised by the finding 
and quickly realized its value. 

“Tapir remains have been found 
before in other sites around China, 
like the skull and jawbone 
unearthed at the Yinxu Ruins in 
Anyang, Henan province, but this is 
the best-preserved example found 
so far.

“The tapir has died out in China, 
but its presence here in the past 
shows that the climate and environ­
ment has changed a lot since then,” 
says Hu.

I w

After preliminary morphological 
comparisons, data analysis and 
ancient DNA identification, the 
bones of 40 kinds of animals, 
including red cranes, green pea­
cocks, tortoises, golden monkeys, 
tigers, mainland serows, Indian 
bison, yaks and antelopes, have 
been found, and are believed to 
have lived in the royal gardens.

Western Han (206 BC-AD 24) 
poet and musician Sima Xiangru, 
who lived during the 2nd century 
BC, described the Shanglin Gar­
dens, a large royal garden, and 
many of the animals he mentioned 
were also found in the sacrificial 
pits, Hu says.

“The discovery of a large number 
of such valuable animals, each bur­
ied in their own sacrificial pit, is 
groundbreaking in China,” she says, 
adding that many animal sacrifices 
found at tombs elsewhere were bur­
ied in one large pit, instead of indi­
vidually.

“Through the discovery of these 
animals, we can get a better picture 
of the environment and climate 
around the site during the time of 
the Western Han Dynasty. Some of 
the animals now living in southern 
China were able to live in north­
western China during the reign of 
Emperor Wen. This means the local 
climate was hotter and more humid 
at the time.

“Moreover, the existence of 
macaques, golden monkeys, tigers, 
pandas and deer suggests that mul­
tiple forms of landscaping were 
present in the Shanglin Garden, 
including forests, bamboo groves, 
grassland, rivers, lakes and swamps 
... so this early royal garden was 
host to a wide variety of flora and 
fauna,” she adds.

As die area’s environment and 
climate changed, and human activi­
ty increased, some of the animals 
gradually disappeared from what is 
now central Shaanxi.

Hu adds that while some of the 
animals sacrificed had likely been 
trapped locally, others had proba­
bly been sent as tributes from vassal 
states of the Western Han Dynasty. 

Historically, the custom of bury­
ing animals to accompany the dead 
was seen as a demonstration of 
wealth. Hu says that it was common 
for the wealthy to be buried widi 
ordinary livestock, like pigs, sheep 
and cows, but for royalty, being bur­
ied with high-value animals was a 
symbol of social status.

According to Cao Long, a 
researcher at the Shaanxi Academy 
of Archaeology who was part of die 
Baling excavation, there is a long 
history of taking animals from roy­
al gardens for use as sacrifices.

He adds that while historical lit­
erature suggests that Emperor Wen 
was frugal, and cut back on many of 
the decorations for his tomb, it still 
conformed to the expectations for 
an emperor’s tomb, and the large 
number of animal sacrifices is proof 
of this.
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Top: An aerial photo of the area 
where the tomb of Emperor 
W en of the Han Dynasty and 
those of his mother and wife are 
located. Above: The excavation 
site of the Jiangcun Grand 
Tomb in Xi’an, Shaanxi prov­
ince, which has been identified 
as the tomb of Emperor Wen. 
Left: Remains of a tortoise 
found in a sacrificial pit at the 
tomb of Empress Dowager Bo. 
Below: Remains of an Asian 
tapir, an animal now extinct in 
China, found in a sacrificial pit 
at the tomb of Emperor Wen. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

“I never thought that I would 
beat the tumor,” says a cancer 
patient in Lanzhou in Northwest 
China’s Gansu province.

The man adds that he is partic­
ularly grateful for heavy ion ther­
apy he received, at a follow-up 
visit following several rounds of 
treatment revealed that his can­
cer cells had disappeared.

A research team from the Insti­
tute of Modern Physics of the Chi­
nese Academy of Sciences has 
developed the country’s first medi­
cal heavy ion accelerator with inde­
pendent intellectual property 
rights, and put it into clinical appli­
cation.

The successful operation of the 
medical equipment blazed a trail 
of independent innovation from 
the initial basic research to its 
final industrialization and promo­
tion, according to the China Sci­
ence Daily.

In 1993, researchers proposed to 
carry out basic research on heavy 
ion cancer treatment during an aca­
demic conference held in Tianshui, 
Gansu.

Cancer treatments employing 
heavy ion accelerators can bom­
bard a target with high-energy 
electrons to kill cancer cells.

Compared to traditional thera­
py such as radiation, heavy ion 
treatment is considered to be 
more balanced, exposing healthy 
cells to less radiation. The treat­
ment period is shorter and the 
therapy can more effectively con­
trol cancer cells.

In 2006, China followed the Unit­
ed States, Japan and Germany to 
become the fourth country to suc­
cessfully carry out heavy ion clinical 
treatment, when four cancer 
patients participated in prelimi­
nary clinical trials for heavy ion 
therapy.

Between 2006 and 2009, the 
research team cooperated with local 
hospitals to conduct preliminary 
clinical trial studies among 103 
patients with superficial tumors 
and witnessed satisfactory curative 
effects.

The ultimate goal of heavy ion 
cancer therapy is to inject heavy 
ions into the bod}' to treat deep 
tumors. Thus, the researchers began 
the preliminary clinical trial study 
on deep tumors in 2009.

From 2009 to 2013, there were 110 
patients with deep tumors who took 
part in the preliminary clinical trial 
study, says Xiao Guoqing, former 
head of the IMP.

Meanwhile, the researchers were 
planning to develop a real medical 
heavy ion accelerator.

In 2015, China’s first such acceler­
ator, with independent intellectual 
property rights, rolled off the pro­
duction line in Wuwei, in Gansu.

The price of the device is about 
one-third of similar imported ones, 
without any high maintenance

On March 26, 2020, the accelera­
tor was put into operation, and by 
the end of June this year, more than 
750 patients completed their thera­
py at Wuwei’s heavy ion treatment 
center, with remarkable curative 
effects.

The follow-up statistics showed 
that the three-year local tumor con­
trol rate reached 84 percent among 
46 clinical trial participants.

Similar medical heavy ion accel­
erators are being developed in Fuji­
an, Zhejiang, Hubei, Jiangsu and 
Jilin provinces.

The researchers disclosed that 
they are currently working on the 
development of a second-genera­
tion accelerator with lower power 
consumption.

Heavy ion therapy is highly 
effective in treating a wide range of 
solid tumors and can be used in 
cases where surgery is not possible 
or unsuitable, when a patient is 
sensitive to conventional radiation 
therapy, or prone to relapse follow­
ing such therapy. This includes 
tumors located in the central nerv­
ous system, head, neck, skull base, 
chest and abdomen.

The range of indications is expect­
ed to broaden through further 
research and the maturation of the 
technology.
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arly in August, a hashtag 
about panda remains 
found in Xi’an, Shaanxi 
province in one of the sac­

rificial pits dug for Emperor Wen of 
the Han Dynasty (206 BC-AD 220) 
went viral on Sina Weibo, China’s 
popular micro-blogging platform. 
A lot of people expressed surprise 
that pandas existed 2,000 years 
ago.

“It seems that people are viewing 
the find from a modern perspec­
tive,” says Hu Songmei, a researcher 
with the Shaanxi Academy of 
Archaeology, who studies animal 
archaeology.

“The panda is now considered a 
national treasure, with only a small 
number existing in the world, and it 
attracts a lot of attention.

“But in the past, the climate and 
environment were more suitable. 
As a result, there would have been 
more pandas, and they were proba­
bly not as valued as they are today” 
she adds.

There are actually more impor­
tant findings from the sacrificial 
pits dug for Emperor Wen and his 
mother Empress Dowager Bo, 
which were excavated in 2021-22 
and 2020-22, respectively, includ­
ing the bones of 40 high-value ani­
mals, pottery and figurines.

Hu says that although it is not 
permissible to actively excavate 
imperial tombs in China, research­
ers can examine their sacrificial pits 
to find out more about them.

In 2021, tiie National Cultural 
Heritage Administration
announced that the Jiangcun 
Grand Tomb in Xi’an, a large mau­
soleum found many decades ago, 
but whose occupant had yet to be 
identified, was the resting place of 
Emperor Wen. The tomb is referred 
to as “Baling” in historical records. 

The announcement came as a 
surprise, as ancient sources seemed 
to suggest that Baling was in a dif­
ferent location, about two kilome­
ters away from the tomb.

Emperor Wen’s mother and wife 
are also buried nearby. So far, 
researchers have found over 100 
sacrificial pits for the emperor, and 
around 380 for his mother. The 
mother’s tomb is referred to histori­
cally as “Nanling’:

Hu says the pits that have already 
been excavated contain the 
remains of animals, and that those 
dug for the emperor seem to be 
larger than those for his mother. 
While there is no clear reason why 
this should be the case, it is possible 
that larger pits were deemed more 
commensurate with the emperor’s 
elevated status.

This is not the first time that pan­
da remains have been found in a 
sacrificial pit. In 1975, excavations 
of one of the Empress Dowager Bo’s 
pits also revealed traces of the ani­
mal, but as it had been broken into 
by grave robbers previously, only 
part of a single skeleton was intact. 

The newly discovered panda 
remains are complete and show 
that it was placed on its side in a 
rectangular brick enclosure, with
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Remains of rare animals, including pandas, found at Han Dynasty 
tomb hint at changes to climate, environment, Wang Ru reports.
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plays in the tower.
And of course, Li Bai (701-762) 

had a thing or two to say about the 
otherworldly world of dreams. His 
Traveling to Tianmu in a Dream is 
a classic exposition of the surreal 
nature of escapist reveries. 

The people of Yue speak of Tian­
mu; its red clouds in bright light or 
darkness might be seen. 

Tianmu pierces the sky and 
stretches to the horizon, its power 
surpasses the Five Peaks and eclip­
ses ChichengMountain. (Giving the 
reader a sense of the famous Word­
sworthian “mind’s eye” wandering 
above a field of daffodils.) 

Because of this I wish to dream of 
Wu and Yue, and in one night fly 
over the moon in Mirror Lake. (Pos­

no-fee nightly Technicolor motion 
picture show, sans popcorn — fea­
ture films in which the dreamer is 
often the STAR of the show — is to 
sacrifice a gift from the subcon­
scious that keeps on giving. 

Freud would say it’s an end-of- 
day survival mechanism by the 
mind to discard the day’s dilem­
mas, and allow your head to sort 
out the three-ring circus which is 
the daily dialogue between one’s id, 
ego and superego. The Bard also 
had a thing or 100 to say about noc­
turnal reveries. ]n A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, after Bottom and 
Titania’s heads hit the pillow and 
they enter the land of Nod, all bets 
are definitely off on what might 
happen in the deep forest.

And of course, a Danish noble 
contemplating ending it all, 
famously asks, if after the deed, 
one can expect: “To sleep, per­
chance to dream.” Thus, Hamlet 
wisely opted to take Pascal’s wager 
and live to dream another day. 

And what do the Chinese 
ancients have to say about 
dreams? (Notj'oung waking boy­
hood dreams of hoping to be the 
next Yao Ming, of course.) 

Li Yu (937-978) was the third rul­
er of the Southern Tang state, and 
also happened to be quite the 
wordsmith. My Idle Dreams Roam 
Far is a wonderful look through 
poetry into the mind’s eye when die 
eyes are closed.

I love how this short piece mana­

known side of these scholars. It not 
only depicts Oppenheimer’s emo­
tional struggles, but also anecdotes 
from the lives of other notable sci­
entists, revealing a more human 
and multifaceted aspect to their 
characters.

Nolan explained that, since the 
movie portrays real individuals, he 
aimed to incorporate a certain 
degree of warmth and comedy into 
the story, allowing for a natural 
representation of reality.

The movie, which was shot over 
50 days, and marks the longest of 
all Nolan’s films to date, involved a 
complete reconstruction of Los 
Alamos, the town in New Mexico 
where die Manhattan Project was 
conducted, within a tight schedule, 
despite harsh weather conditions. 

Although Nolan initially consid­
ered filming on location at Los Ala­
mos, where some structures from 
the Manhattan Project still stand, 
he discovered that the present-day 
location no longer accurately 
resembles the Los Alamos of the 
1940s era. This is primarily due to 
the presence of modern buildings 
and businesses, including a branch 
of the ubiquitous coffee chain, 
Starbucks.

Therefore, the crew built exteri­
ors resembling 1940s Los Alamos 
at Ghost Ranch, a sprawling 8,498- 
hectare retreat in northern New 
Mexico. Meanwhile, they filmed 
most of the interiors on location at 
Los Alamos.

I’ve met some who say diey sim­
ply don’t dream. Wien the lids are 
shuttered, and alpha state arrives, 
they claim that they simply 

“check out”. Mind 
devoid of distrac­
tions, free of frivo­
lous fanciful 
figments of imagi­
nation, and their 
wits’ whiteboard 
wiped clean of the 
previous day’s dis­
appointments and 
diversions — they 
simply sleep for 

eight hours or so each night. 
What dreary drudgery these 

dreamless dolts defend. I think that 
not to take advantage of Nature’s 

nation), to be there for those deci­
sions, to witness the moment when 
the button was pushed,” he 
explained during an interview 
with Chinese journalists.

For the 53-year-old director, 
known for his complex storytel­
ling, the key challenge in present­
ing the tale lay in striking a delicate 
balance between staying faithful to 
the historical events and ensuring 
audience engagement.

“I felt incredibly fortunate to 
have had access to such a compre­
hensive account of Oppenheimer’s 
life in the book that I adapted. 
This book, which took 25 years of 
research, covers all aspects of his

n the penultimate day of 
this year’s bumper sum­
mer movie season, icon­
ic director Christopher

Nolan’s highly anticipated movie 
Oppenheimer made its mainland 
debut, becoming the latest block­
buster to contribute to the recov­
ery of the domestic film market. 

Thanks to a string of critically 
acclaimed and commercially suc­
cessful blockbusters like Interstel­
lar and Inception, Nolan has 
accumulated a lot of fans in the 
country.

During his visit last month, 
marking a six-year hiatus since his 
2017 tour to promote his war epic 
Dunkirk, eager Chinese fans 
flocked to the two preview screen­
ings in Beijing and Shanghai, 
respectively. Despite the scorching 
noon heat during the Beijing event, 
which was partly held outside Uni­
versal CityWalk Cinema, a huge 
crowd greeted the director, with 
hundreds vying for his autograph. 

As of Tuesday, the three-hour- 
long film has grossed more than 
240 million yuan ($32.9 million), 
replacing the Chinese blockbuster 
No More Bets over the weekend as 
the country’s latest box-office 
champion.

Based on the Pulitzer Prize-win­
ning biography American Prome­
theus: The Triumph and Tragedy of 
J. Robert Oppenheimer by Kai Bird 
and Martin J. Sherwin, the movie 
skillfully intertwines multiple nar­
rative threads to portray the life of 
its titular character, the famous 
American theoretical physicist, 
and explores his journey to become 
the director of the Los Alamos Lab­
oratory during World War II, 
where he led the development of 
the world’s first atomic bomb.

Recalling his inspiration to write 
the script for the movie, Nolan 
revealed that he is acquainted with 
the story of Oppenheimer, who is 
often referred to as “the father of 
the atomic bomb”.

However, what captivated him 
the most was a historical moment 
filled with drama. Even before 
Oppenheimer and his team of sci­
entists prepared to press the but­
ton, detonating the world’s first 
nuclear explosion in July 1945, 
they couldn’t entirely eliminate the 
possibility that there was a slim 
chance of triggering a chain reac­
tion capable of destroying the 
planet.

“So, I want to bring the audience 
into that room (where the facilities 
were installed to launch the deto-
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life and is filled with an abun­
dance of valuable information,” he 
said.

For the young generation of 
Chinese theatergoers who may have 
limited knowledge of the history, or 
of the 1940s, the movie will 
acquaint them with some of the 
most influential scientists from that 
era. Such figures include scientific 
giant Albert Einstein, Niels Bohr, a 
Nobel Prize laureate in Physics, and 
Edward Teller, known as “the father 
of the hydrogen bomb”.

Contrary to the common percep­
tion that scientists are serious indi­
viduals leading strictly intellectual 
lives, the movie delves into a lesser-

This approach proved energi­
zing for the cast, as it allowed Cil- 
lian Murphy, who plays the 
eponymous scientist, and Emily 
Blunt, who plays Katherine, his 
wife, to shoot scenes in the home 
where the Oppenheimers lived.

Known for his penchant for 
practical filmmaking, Nolan 
assigned his visual effects team the 
challenge of capturing the atomic 
blast using cinematic tricks and 
practical effects, shooting a minia­
ture explosion instead of relying on 
digital technology.

“I have consistently advocated 
against solely relying on computer­
generated imagery," Nolan says. 

“Instead, I wanted to capture 
real-world elements that could 
effectively convey the beauty and 
danger inherent in these (scientif­
ic) concepts. It was crucial for me 
to showcase the scientists’ struggle 
with the immense power they 
sought to control — an embodi­
ment of the energy that binds mat­
ter together,” he added.

The female characters in the 
movie are just as compelling as die 
male characters. For instance, 
Katherine “Kitty” Oppenheimer 
was a biologist and botanist who 
had been married three times 
before crossing paths with J. Rob­
ert Oppenheimer at a garden party 
in San Francisco. Jean Tatlock, 
played by actress Florence Pugh, is 
a Stanford-educated psychiatrist 
who engages in an intense, yet tor­
tured, romance with the scientist. 

Commenting on the two charac­
ters, Nolan said he believes that 
Katherine Oppenheimer was a 
complex and challenging individu­
al, while Tatlock had a profound 
impact on Oppenheimer’s life, 
becoming an intense obsession.

Speaking about why he chose 
Irish actor Murphy for the lead 
role, Nolan said that he has worked 
with him for around 20 years. 
Although Murphy hadn’t played a 
lead in any of their previous pro­
jects, the director said he considers 
Murphy one of the finest actors of 
his generation, believing that he is 
capable of perfectly combining his 
acting talent with the demands of 
his role.

Currently, Oppenheimer holds 
an impressive score of 8.9 out of 10 
on China’s popular review aggrega­
tor Douban, making it one of the 
top-rated blockbusters of China’s 
summer season.

A. Thomas 
Pasek
Second 
Thoughts

ges to engage all the senses, save 
touch and taste. Eyes, ears and nose 
are busy behind the poet’s flutter­
ing lids.

My idle dreams roam far, to the 
southern land where spring is fra­
grant.

Wind and strings play on a boat 
on the river’s clear surface, city full 
of catkins flying like light dust. 

People are occupied admiring the 
flowers.

My idle dreams roam far, to the 
southern land where autumn is 
clear.

Fora thousand li over rivers and 
hills, cold colors stretch far, deep in 
flowering reeds, a solitary boat is 
moored.

Beneath the bright moon, a flute 

Clockwise from top left: Actor 
Cillian Murphy as Oppenheimer 
delivers a speech in a scene; the 
movie's Chinese poster; Nolan 
shares behind-the-scenes sto­
ries during the Beijing event; 
actress Emily Blunt (center) 
portrays Katherine "Kitty" 
Oppenheimer in the movie.

sibly referring to place names or 
desired individuals.)

The immortals line up like hemp 
(I won’t go there, as I know you’re 
aware that he’s a wine connois­
seur).

Suddenly one’s spirit palpitates 
and one’s soul shakes; startled one 
wakes and takes a deep breath. 

There is only the pillow and mat 
when lam awake; gone are the mist 
and red clouds from before.

All earthly pleasures are like this; 
since ancient times, the myriad 
things all like waterflowing east. 

Why should I lower my face and 
bow for the influential and the rich, 
and take away my joyous smile? 

Surely, this statesman-slash-poet 
understood the value of the escapist 
pleasures of dreams to make the 
earthly grind more tolerable.
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From left: A still image from the movie Oppenheimer shows American theoretical physicist J. Robert Oppenheimer and his wife; director Christopher Nolan (left) receives a scroll bearing the Chinese characters 
for his film, Oppenheimer, during its Beijing premiere on Aug 22; a scene from the movie featuring Robert Downey Jr, portraying Lewis Strauss, a founding commissioner of the Atomic Energy Commission in the 
late 1940s. photos provided to china daily
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I want to bring the 
audience into that 
room (where the 
facilities were 
installed to launch 
the detonation), to be 
there for those 
decisions, to witness 
the moment when the 
button was pushed.” 
Christopher Nolan, director

Christopher Nolan’s eagerly awaited historical blockbuster Oppenheimer blows the competition away, 
topping the national box office on its opening weekend, Xu Fan reports.
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