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Solid foundation set for Global South development
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Before hosting its first BRICS 
Summit in 2013, South Africa held 
the initial BRICS Think Tank Coun­
cil meeting, which prepared a long­
term strategy for BRICS, the 
grouping of the major emerging 
economies of Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa. 

The five pillars of the strategy are 
cooperation on economic growth 
and development; peace and secu­
rity; social justice, sustainable 
development and quality of life; 
political and economic governance; 
and progress through knowledge 
and innovation sharing. 

The year 2013 was also the year in 
which China proposed the Belt and 
Road Initiative. Over the past 10 
years, we have witnessed a certain

dating their cooperation programs 
for economic growth and develop­
ment. BRICS launched the New 
Development Bank and the Contin­
gent Reserve Arrangement, and as 
part of the Belt and Road Initiative, 
China launched die Asian Infra­
structure Investment Bank. Both 
banks continue to play a significant 
role in infrastructure investment in 
the BRICS countries and Asia.

Trade within the BRICS group and 
with the countries in Asia and Eura­
sia has always been limited by for­
eign exchange constraints imposed 
by the domination of the US dollar 
and the. In recent years, there has 
been a concerted effort among the 
BRICS economies and countries in 
Asia to move toward using their own 

These vehicles, produced by 
domestic automakers such as BYD, 
Guangzhou Automobile Group Co 
and Xpeng, will be driven on the 
roads of Thailand, Israel, Germany, 
Australia and Brazil, among other 
countries, later this year.

currencies for trade, making the 
nations less dependent on foreign 
exchange volatility and balance of 
payments constraints.

Both the long-term BRICS strate­
gy and the three global initiatives 
depend on peace, security and jus­
tice to achieve the United Nations’ 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

The 15th BRICS Summit is an 
occasion to not only evaluate the five 
pillars of its long-term strategy, but 
also to assess the impact of the three 
China-proposed global initiatives. 

Discussion of BRICS membership 
for other countries of the Global 
South is also expected at the sum­
mit. Can BRICS and China expand 
beyond their current multilateral 
nexus and move toward a more mul­
tilateral development paradigm as 
envisioned in China’s new approach 
within BRICS and in Asia, Eurasia 
and Africa? For South-South cooper­

ation to be meaningful, it has to 
address the future trajectory and 
impact on developing and emerging 
economies with respect to the policy 
objectives of full employment, social 
justice and the struggle against pov­
erty and inequality.

However, for BRICS, the Belt and 
Road Initiative and China’s strategy 
to have a meaningful impact on the 
Global South, the multilateral 
dimension of the new development 
model should promote the harmo­
nious and sustainable growth and 
development of BRICS, China and 
its developing and emerging part­
ners for mutual benefits.

conversations and negotiations with 
Chinese partners to lead to die same 
agreement as previously inked.

“I am always optimistic. We very 
much hope even if we don’t have 
pandas here, we can continue to 
tell the story of the animals, of the 
conservation success,” she said on 
Monday. “And my dream is that we 
will have pandas here in the future.” 

With more than 2 million visitors 
every year at the zoo, and giant pan­
das tops on their wish and watch 
list, Smith said the absence of the 
bears may mean that the other 
animals will get “a little extra” 
attention.

For Bryan Amaral, senior curator 
of mammals at the National Zoo, 
giant pandas have become synony-

synergy between BRICS’ long-term 
strategy and the Belt and Road, with 
respect to the developing and emerg­
ing economies of the Global South.

China is developing its own foun­
dational focus for the Belt and Road 
that resonates with the five pillars 
of BRICS’ long-term strategy. The 
foundational principles for China’s 
focus rest on three other initiatives 
proposed by China: the Global 
Development Initiative, Global 
Security Initiative and Global Civili­
zation Initiative. All three are in 

accordance with the five pillars of 
the BRICS strategy. 

As South Africa prepares to host 
the 15 th BRICS Summit in Johan­
nesburg from Tuesday to Thursday, 
perhaps it is time to briefly evaluate 
the progress made in implementing 
the long-term strategy of BRICS 
and the three Chinese initiatives 
focusing on multilateralism, trade, 
finance and development, and 
peace and security.

The first pillar of the BRICS long­
term strategy is about promoting 
cooperation for economic growth 
and development, a principle that 
resonates with China’s Global 
Development Initiative. Over the 
past nine years, the BRICS coun­
tries have made progress in consoli­

The author is an adjunct professor at 
the University of Veneta inSouthAjri-
ca and an adviser on South Africa at 
the China-Africa Center at Zhejiang 
University. The views do not necessa­
rily reflect those of China Daily.

Thai projects aim to stop elephants’ 
encroachment by restoring habitats
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Happy Birthday.
The 3-year-old looked up, paused 

for a while, or perhaps granting a 
photo-op, and then continued to 
savor the frozen delicacy.

To the cheers of the audience, 
Xiao Qi Ji put aside his icy treat and 
headed over to a fallen tree. He sat 
there and then eventually went to 
sleep on his back, providing a bel­
lyful of his vigor and naughtiness. 

For zoo Director Brandie Smith, 
the birth of Xiao Qi Ji to his older 
parents — in their 20s — was really a 
miracle, given that he was conceived 
and born during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

‘1 think this whole giant panda 
program has been one miracle after 
the other: the birth of this incredible 
animal, the success of the collabora­
tion, and the feet that we’re saving an 
endangered species one giant panda 
at a time,” Smith told China Daily.

But in about three months, the zoo 
will experience another break when 

China’s foreign trade is under­
going a green transformation, 
with traditional export categories 
such as clothing, household appli­
ances and furniture giving way to 
a new wave of tech-inte nsive, envi­
ronmentally friendly products as 
the nation transitions to a new era 
of green and innovation-led 
growth.

team of drivers is busy 
loading new energy vehi­
cles, or NEVs, onto a 

14-deck vessel at Nansha Port in 
Guangzhou, the capital of Guang­
dong province.

The ship boasts about 7,600 
parking places, with about 540 
such spots on each deck.
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Party education campaign tipped to boost China's supply capacity
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constantly enhanced The two nations 
have offered each other firm support 
on issues involving their respective 
core interests and major concerns, 
and maintain coordination on major 
international and regional issues.

“We work together to practice true 
multilateralism and push for the 
building of a more just and equitable 
international order,” Xi said.

South Africa was the first African 
country to sign a Belt and Road coop­
eration document with China It has 
been China’s biggest trading partner in 
Africa for 13 years in a row, as well as 
one of the African countries with the 
largest amount of Chinese investment 

This year marks the 25th anniver­
sary of diplomatic ties between Chi­
na and South Africa. Xi said that he 
wall use this visit to work with South 
African President Cyril Ramaphosa 
to “chart the plan for a new chapter 
of our comprehensive strategic part­
nership”

“We need to increase our experi­
ence sharing on governance, and 
firmly support each other in inde­
pendently exploring a path to mod­
ernization that suits our respective 
national conditions,” he said.

“We should fear no hegemony, and 
work with each other as real partners 
to push forward our relations amid 
the changing international land­
scape.”

In terms of bilateral cooperation, 
Xi called on the two countries to fur­
ther synergize their development 
strategies, promote stronger coop­
eration in infrastructure, digital 
economy, scientific and technologi­
cal innovation and energy transi­
tion, and ensure that more people 
from the two countries will benefit 
from the development outcomes.

President Xi Jinping has called for 
China and South Africa to be pace­
setters for solidarity and coopera­
tion, inheritors of China-Africa 
friendship and champions of com­
mon interests, saying that the coun­
tries’ ties have gone beyond the 
bilateral scope and carry increasing­
ly important global influence.

Xi made the remarks in an article 
that he wrote for South African media, 
which was published on Monday, as 
he started a state visit to die nation 
and is due to attend the 15th BRICS 
Summit to be held in Johannesburg 
from Tuesday to Thursday.

While commending China-Soudi 
Africa ties, Xi also expressed China’s 
readiness to work with its BRICS 
partners — Brazil, Russia, India and 
South Africa — to act on the BRICS 
spirit of openness, inclusiveness and 
win-win cooperation, build consen­
sus on important issues, cany for­
ward the tradition of independent 
diplomacy, and resolutely uphold 
international equity and justice.

This is Xi’s sixth visit to South Afri­
ca. “Each of my visits to South Africa 
gave me new impressions. But the 
deepest is invariably the brotherly 
sentiments we have toward each oth­
er,” Xi said in the article published by 
The Star, Cape Times and The Mer­
cury newspapers as well as Inde­
pendent Online, South Africa’s 
leading multimedia platform.

He described China-South Africa 
relations as one of the most vibrant 
bilateral relationships in the develop­
ing world. “Our relationship has 
entered a ‘golden era’, enjoying broad 
prospects and a promising future,” Xi 
said in the article.

In recent years, strategic mutual 
trust between China and South Africa 
has been deepening steadily while 
cooperation in various fields has been
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• See more, pages 2-3
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All the giant pandas in Washing­
ton — the parents who arrived in 
2000 and their 3-year-old son — 
are scheduled to leave for China by 
December, leaving a trail of fond 
memories for the National Zoo keep­
ers and patrons, who said they expect 
more such bears will arrive in the 
future.

While announcing the departure 
news on Monday, the Smithsonian’s 
National Zoo and Conservation Biol­
ogy Institute threw a “sweet” birth­
day party for Xiao Qi Ji, or “Little 
Miracle” treating him with a multi­
tiered cake and a “3” topper using 
frozen diluted apple and pineapple 
juices.

When Xiao Qi Ji ambled over to 
his fruitsicle, sniffing before munch­
ing, a large crowd that had been 
gathering since early morning sang

GREEN FOREIGN TRADE TO FUEL 
INNOVATION-LED EXPANSION
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By ZHAO HUANXIN 
in Washington 
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Expedition to glacier returns with 
essential samples of ancient ice 
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there is not one giant panda. The last
time there was a hiatus lasted for
about a year since late 1999, with the
death of Hsing Hsing, one of the first
pair of pandas who arrived at the zoo
on April 20,1972, following then-US
president Richard Nixon’s historic
visit to China, according to Smith.

In 2000, China and the US signed
a Giant Panda Cooperative Research
and Breeding Agreement for the sec­
ond pair of giant pandas, Mei Xiang
and Tian Tian, to stay at the zoo for a
decade since Dec 6 that year.

The loan pact was renewed twice,
each time for a five-year extension 
until Dec 7,2020. It was then extend­
ed for another three j'ears until
December this year.

‘We’re already having some con­
versations about what the future of mous with the zoo, and Xiao Qi Ji is 
the panda program is going to look just a lot of fun, a bubbly guy, who 
like. But I don’t have any answers,” is always active and “always keeps 
Smith said us on our toes”

In an interview last August, -----------------------------------------------
Smith said that the zoo expected the See Pandas, page 7
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A woman walks past a banner advertising the 15th BRICS Summit 
at the Sandton Convention Center in Johannesburg, South Africa, on 
Sunday, jemal countess/ newscom
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Xi hails ‘brotherly sentiments’ shared by the two 
nations amid changing international landscape
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Giant panda Xiao Qi Ji, or "Little Miracle", enjoys a specially made fruitsicle for his third birthday at the Smithsonian’s National Zoo and 
Conservation Biology Institute in Washington DC on Monday. It was Xiao Qi Ji's last birthday party at the zoo, as the giant panda, along with 
his parents, will leave for China by December, zhao huanxin / china daily
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Foreign students relish life, opportunities in China

BRI brings African nations benefits, not ‘debt traps’
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Students attempt Chinese calligraphy at the Confucius Institute in Johannesburg, South Africa, during a United Nations Chinese Language 
Day event on April 19. zhang yudong / xinhua

logical cooperation for the BRICS 
Ministerial Meeting and the BRICS 
Summit.

During the two-day meeting, the 
working group reached a basic con­
sensus on the candidate topics for 
die flagship projects of innovation 
cooperation among the BRICS coun­
tries, according to the news release. 

Al for education lias been includ­
ed as a new candidate topic, which 
will focus on using generative Al 
technologies in large-scale person­
alized learning.

There are another three candi­

“China stands ready to work with 
Algeria and the rest of the world to 
advance high-quality Belt and Road 
cooperation and boost world eco­
nomic recovery and sustainable 
development,” he added.

Erastus Mwencha, former deputy 
chairperson of die African Union 
Commission, said: “Africa’s debt, the 
majority of it, is not from China. It is 
from other institutions like the IMF 
(International Monetary Fund), 
World Bank and European bonds.” 

In an interview with China News 
Service last month, he noted that 
the allegations of China setting 
“debt traps” for Africa is a narrative 
pushed by agencies and countries 
who do not expect to see Belt and 
Road programs succeed.

“That’s (debt traps) a myth. A 
number of studies and research 
have been carried out to demystify 
that myth,” he said.

“Africa’s overall debt is about 56 per­
cent of its GDP. Now, if I ask you about 
the debt of, say, Europe, Japan and 
America — it’s more than 100 percent 
of their GDP. Who talks about debt 
traps in those countries?’ he added. 

China has been Africa’s largest trad­
ing partner for 14 consecutive years. 

The two sides have jointly built 
more than 10,000 km of railways and

1

BRICS countries — was the most 
important academic meeting in the 
field of computer science to be held 
before the 15th BRICS Summit in 
South Africa, which opens in Johan­
nesburg on Tuesday.

The main responsibilities of the 
working group are to provide rec­
ommendations for flagship and 
general projects in the field of infor­
mation and communication tech­
nology and high-performance 
computing for cooperation among 
the BRICS countries, and to provide 
key topics for scientific and techno­

date topics awaiting approval, 
which are digital twin platform, dig­
ital health and digital Earth.

Zhou Aimin, the executive chief of 
the working group meeting and 
dean of the School of Computer Sci­
ence and Technology at East China 
Normal Universify, told China Daily 
that those topics mainly refer to the 
use of Al technologies to address 
problems in various fields.

For example, digital health is 
mainly targeted at developing digi­
tal technology infrastructures for 
promoting medicine, precision 
medicine and clinical applications, 
according to Zhou.

“It is quite important for scien­
tists from these five major develop­

ing countries to discuss these rele­
vant topics,” he said. “We can work 
together to find solutions to the 
challenges we all face while sharing 
research results in our respective 
fields.

“For example, in the field of digi­
tal Earth, China has achieved rela­
tively good results,” said the expert. 
“So China can share its experiences 
and research results with other 
BRICS countries.”

The meeting of the BRICS work­
ing group on information, commu­
nication and technologies, and 
high-performance computing will 
be held yearly, with the next meet­
ing scheduled to be held in Russia in 
2024.

By JIANG CHENGLONG 
jiangchenglong@chinadailyAom.cn

By WANG XIAO YU
uiangmaoyu@chinadailyAom.cn

ByZOUSHUO
zoushuo@chinadailyAom.cn

Irina Kazak, a Russian doctoral 
student at Beijing Jiaotong Univer­
sity, decided to come to China to 
study because the country offers 
excellent educational opportunities 
and has become a leading global 
economic and technological power. 

China has become a leader in arti­
ficial intelligence, electronics and 
information technology. This creates 
immense opportunities for innova­
tion and the development of new 
technologies, said the 26-year-old.

She said she was particularly 
impressed by the development of 
the transportation infrastructure, 
especially high-speed trains and the 
subway, which provide fest and con­
venient transportation.

The BRI promotes economic 
cooperation among countries and 
the creation of a sustainable world. 
It also helps strengthen connections 
among peoples and facilitates the 
exchange of knowledge and experi­
ence, which are key factors in achiev­
ing peace and prosperity, she said.

“The Belt and Road Initiative is a 
wise initiative to better realize a 
community with a shared future for 
mankind. It is full of the wisdom of 
the Chinese civilization, which is 
not hegemonic, and in which all are 
equal. We all work together to 
improve our lives.”

Russian student Victoria Bonkae- 
va, 24, is an undergraduate student 
at Beijing Language and Culture 
University.

She has been learning Chinese for 
about nine years and her interest in 
the language was first piqued while 
watching Chinese TV shows and lis­
tening to Chinese songs.

Like many foreign students when 
they first come to China, Bonkaeva 
thought she might struggle adjust­
ing to her new life, but her fears 
were quickly put to rest.

“China is developing very rapidly 
technologically and economically. I 
like the way the Alipay payment sys­
tem works, you can pay electronical­
ly almost everywhere,” she said.

of schools, in terms of housing. 
“That’s why many African leaders 

are calling for stronger relations 
between their respective countries 
and China. The people themselves 
appreciate this relationship, and 
they look at a future fully shared 
with China,” he said in an interview 
with China Daily in May.

Constructed by the China Harbor 
Engineering Company, Nigeria’s 
first deep-sea port — Lekki Deep Sea 
Port — opened in January this year. 

Lekki is the largest deep-water 
port in West Africa, and it is expect­
ed to create nearly $360 billion in 
overall economic benefits and 
170,000 jobs for Nigeria, according 
to Yan Yuqing, Chinese consul gen­
eral in Nigeria’s Lagos state.

Observers noted that over the 
past decade, the BRI has attracted 
more than three-quarters of the 
countries across the globe and 32 
international organizations, and 
benefited not only Africa, but also 
Asia, Latin America and Europe. 

“The BRI has managed to stimu­
late nearly $1 trillion in investment, 
generate more than 3,000 coopera­
tion projects ... and lift nearly 40 
million people out of poverty?’ Han 
Chunlin, Chinese ambassador to 
Romania, wrote in a recent article.

Ten days ago on Aug 12, Algeria in 
northern Africa welcomed the com­
pletion of the country’s East-West 
Highway, a landmark megaproject 
of the Belt and Road Initiative.

While celebrating the completion of 
the highway’s final 84-kilometer sec­
tion by China’s CHIC Construction, 
Algerian Prime Minister Aymen Ben- 
abderrahmane hailed the “exceptional 
qualify of work” adding that Algerian 
engineers and technicians had gained 
valuable hands-on experience from 
construction of the highway.

The highway is one of many suc­
cessful projects achieved over the 10 
years of the BRI, which have helped 
improve the prospects of prosperity 
on tiie African continent, rather 
than resulting in alleged “debt 
traps” as some Western observers 
claim, according to officials, schol­
ars and media organizations.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Wang 
Wenbin said that since the Chinese 
company became involved in the 
Algerian highway project, the Chi­
nese side had “trained nearly 10,000 
local construction workers, benefited 
close to 40 million residents and 
received wide acclaim in Algeria”

nearly100,000 km of roads, and seen 
a large number of infrastructure pro­
jects such as airports, docks, bridges 
and power stations put into use.

On July 28, President Xi Jinping 
met in Chengdu, Sichuan province, 
with Burundi President Evariste 
Ndayishimiye, and said that China 
is ready to “provide new opportuni­
ties to African countries” to help 
with their development.

He envisioned plans to advance Belt 
and Road cooperation and “achieve 
common development and progress” 

Ndayishimiye said Burundi firm­
ly supports the BRI and his country 
hopes to strengthen cooperation 
with China to help Burundi and 
Africa achieve development

Speaking of the positivity 
brought by the BRI to Africa, Alge­
ria’s ambassador to China Hassane 
Rabehi said in an earlier interview: 
“The results are there. There are 
concrete results whether in terms 
of roads, in terms of ports, in terms

Tackling of TB, COVID-19 among BRICS 
countries boosts universal healthcare

Technology makes everyday life 
very easy, so you can buy tickets for an 
event, shop online and get anything 
delivered via various apps, she added. 

Fellow Russian, Anastasia Kalgon- 
ova, a postgraduate student at Bei­
jing International Studies University 
said she loves China and thinks the 
people are smart and hospitable. 

“China has developed rapidly. In 
terms of technology, I believe China 
is the closest to what I’ve read in sci­
ence fiction novels,” she said.

Kalgonova, 29, said she was also 
impressed by China’s poverty allevi­
ation efforts, which she has seen the 
results of firsthand after visiting the 
Ningxia Hui autonomous region.

Under the Belt and Road Initia­
tive, many international students 
have gained the opportunity to 
study in China and they have 
become a bridge between their 
home country and China, she said. 

The initiative has been effective 
and benefited China and the world, 
she added.

Cooperation between BRICS 
nations on health issues has yield­
ed positive outcomes in tackling 
virus outbreaks and promoting 
exchanges of medical expertise in 
recent years, with collaboration 
including boosting universal 
healthcare and stepping up pan­
demic preparedness, said health 
authorities of the grouping. 

“Over the years, BRICS coun­
tries have established a research 
network for tuberculosis, which 
has greatly promoted communi­
cation among policymakers and 
scientists and contributed to the 
global drive of ending TB,” the 
National Health Commission, 
China’s top health authority, said 
recently.

During the COVID-19 pandem­
ic, the BRICS Vaccine Research 
and Development Center was set 
up with a commitment to advance 
cooperation in creating vaccines 
and boosting their equitable 

access.
“The initiative is also aimed at 

helping protect healthcare sys­
tems, to aid economic recovery 
and tackle future pandemics,” the 
commission said in a statement to 
China Daily.

Another highlight is the launch 
of a health journal issued jointly 
by the BRICS countries — Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South 
Africa.

“The publication has offered a 
professional platform for BRICS 
and BRICS Plus countries to share 
research results and experiences 
in the fields of COVID-19 manage­
ment and vaccination, digital 
health, antibiotic resistance, TB 
prevention and control, and 
maternal and child health,” it 
said.

Health emerged as a major sec­
tor for BRICS cooperation in 2011 
when tiie first meeting of health 
ministers from the five countries 
was held.

“Since then, health cooperation 
under the BRICS framework has 
been multilevel, all-around and 
wide-ranging, and shows broad 
promise,” the commission said.

The 13th and latest meeting 
between health ministers was 
held in Durban, South Africa from 
Aug 1 to 4, ahead of the 15 th

Workers assemble vials of COVID-19 vaccines at the Butantan 
Institute in the state of Sao Paulo, Brazil, last August. The insti­
tute cooperated with Chinese pharmaceutical company Sinovac 
in clinical trials, including a COVID-19 vaccine, xinhua

BRICS Summit to be held in the 
country’s capital Johannesburg 
this week.

The meeting discussed issues 
such as universal healthcare cov­
erage, regulation of medical prod­
ucts, health emergency responses, 
TB prevention and control, and 
nuclear medicine and traditional 
medicine, according to a release 
on the commission’s official web­
site.

Joe Phaahla, South Africa’s 
health minister, said the event 
looked into ways to strengthen 
early warning and information 
sharing systems to better handle 
future pandemics and the expan­
sion of healthcare coverage 
through boosting access to medi­
cines and diagnostics.

As South Africa works toward 
the goal of achieving universal 
healthcare by 2030, he said that it 
is worthwhile drawing on the 
experiences of tiie four other 
nations — all of which have a larg­
er population than his country, 
including the two most populous 
countries in the world.

“What we are looking at here is 
sharing experiences in their sys­
tems of health delivery services in 
these countries,” he said during 
an interview with NewzroomAfri- 
ka, a television program in South 
Africa.

“The systems will be different as 
the political systems are also dif­
ferent. But there is something in 
common regarding the access 
tools to affordable medicines and 
medical technologies, health infor­
mation systems, and digital record 
systems that help roll out universal 
access to health services.”

Sergey Glagolev, Russia’s depu­
ty minister of health, said during 
an interview with SABC News 
that it is essential to apply and 
expand health solutions created 
by BRICS countries to tackle the 
most urgent challenges such as 
preparing for new pandemics and 
addressing the threats of non- 
communicable diseases.

“These countries possess signif­
icant competence in these areas,” 
he said.

Among these are the experien­
ces of South Africa and Russia in 
developing new vaccines, and 
shortening the time from the 
detection of a new pathogen to 
developing a treatment, he added.

EL

technologies, and high-performance 
computing was held at East China 
Normal University in Shanghai.

According to a news release from 
the university, more than 30 repre­
sentatives from China, Brazil, Rus­
sia, India and South Africa attended 
the meeting, including computer 
science experts and officials from 
science, technology and education 
authorities.

It said that the conference of the 
working group — an important 
think tank in the field of scientific 
and technological innovation for

In recent years, China has wel­
comed a growing number of stu­
dents from overseas, especially from 
the BRICS countries, in part due to 
the five nations’ close economic and 
trade cooperation and international 
exchanges.

With its long history, rich culture 
and warm and friendly people, 
studying in China provides a great 
opportunity for personal develop­
ment, according to Brazilian Igor 
Eduardo Fortes Li.

The 29-year-old is a postgraduate 
student at the Universify of Interna­
tional Business and Economics in 
Beijing, and lias lived in China for 15 
years.

“China has huge potential for 
development, and China’s economy, 
in particular, lias made remarkable 
achievements during the 40-some- 
thing years of reform and opening- 
up,” he said.

By ZHANG YUNBI 
zhangyunbi@chinadaily.com.cn
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Scientists and researchers from 
BRICS countries are working 
together to utilize cutting-edge tech­
nologies, including artificial intelli­
gence and high-performance 
computing, to address global chal­
lenges within tiie framework of the 
bloc’s scientific and technological 
innovation cooperation.

In early July, the seventh meeting 
of the BRICS working group on 
information, communication and 

billion
Expected economic benefits for
Nigeria from Lekki Deep Sea Port, 
a key BRI project in the country 
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Johannesburg, South Africa 
Under the theme of "BRICS and Africa: 

Partnership for Mutually Accelerated

Growth, Sustainable Development and 

Inclusive Multilateralism”

Held virtually. Hosted by India 

Under the theme of "BRICS @ 15: 

Intra-BRICS Cooperation for 

Continuity. Consolidation 
and Consensus"

Held virtually. Hosted by China 

Under the theme of "Foster

High-quality BRICS Partnership, 
Usher in a New Era 

for Global Development"

Held virtually.

Hosted by Russia 

Under the theme of "BRICS 
Partnership for Global Stability, 

Shared Security, 

and Innovative Growth"

BRICS represents over 18 

percent of global trade.

New Delhi, India 

Under the theme of "BRICS 

Partnership for Global Stability, 

Security and Prosperity"

Fortaleza, Brazil

Under the theme of "Inclusive 

Growth: Sustainable 
Solutions"

Developing a
partnership toward

an equitable just
transition

Brazil

215.31

China

1410

Brazil

1.92

Transforming
education and skills

development
for the future

Unlocking opportunities 
through the African 

Continental Free 
Trade Area

xl/

BRICSj

Brazil

8.51

South Africa

59.89

z

1st
BRIC Summit

Yekaterinburg, Russia

Durban, South Africa 
Under the theme of "BRICS and 

Africa: Partnership for Development, 

Integration and Industrialization"

z

©
Strengthening multilateralism, 
including working toward real 

reform of global governance
institutions and strengthening 
the meaningful participation of 

women in peace processes

Strengthening post-pandemic 
socioeconomic recovery and
the attainment of die 2030 

Agenda on Sustainable 
Development

0 © © 0

BRICS

X

Around 150 meetings are held annually across the three pillars of BRICS 

cooperation: political and security cooperation, financial and economic 

cooperation, and cultural and people-to-people cooperation. Over 30 

agreements and memorandums of understanding provide a legal 

foundation for cooperation in areas as diverse as the Contingent Reserve 

Arrangement, customs, taxes, interbank cooperation, culture, science, 

technology and innovation, agricultural research, energy efficiency, 

competition policy and diplomatic academies.

z
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13th

€

South Africa

0.41

South Africa

1.22

Russia

2.24
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million square kilometers

Russia India China

17.10 2.98 9.60
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TRADE VOLUME WITH CHINA
(2022)

BRICS
4th

7th
Ufa, Russia

Under the theme of "BRICS 

Partnership - a Powerful Factor of 

Global Development"

$ trillion (2022)

India China

3.39 18

3rd
Sanya, China

Under the theme of "Broad Vision, 
Shared Prosperity". South Africa 

participated as an official member for 
the first time.

2nd
Brasilia, Brazil

Uth
Brasilia, Brazil

Under the theme of "BRICS: 

Economic Growth for 

an Innovative Future"

lOth
Johannesburg, South Africa

Under the theme of "BRICS in Africa: 

Collaboration for Inclusive Growth and 

Shared Prosperity in the Fourth 

Industrial Revolution"

9th
Xiamen, China

Under the theme of "BRICS: 

Stronger Partnership for a

Brighter Future"

8th
Goa, India

Under the theme of "Building 

Responsive, Inclusive, and 

Collective Solutions"

PRIORITIES FOR 2023

A
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Trade: Series of tailored measures drawn up
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Ministry of Commerce have held a

industrial

I

t

E '•

faANVc'l u?wjjp

Cargo arriving at Qinzhou Port, Guangxi, is loaded onto trucks before being transported nationwide, zhang ailin / xinhua
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Japan, Gennany, the Netherlands, 
Singapore and the United States.
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for comprehensively building a mod­
em socialist country. However, 
achieving this objective remains a 
challenging task for the Party and the 
nation.

As a result, it is vital for CPC offi­
cials to adeptly comprehend the prin­
ciples of the Party’s novel theories, 
Chen said, adding that such compre­
hension is essential to strengthen the 
officials’ ability to effectively respond 
to the population’s pressing needs 
and overcome complex challenges 
that need resolving.

Belt and Road Initiative.
Li Dongyu, deputy head of the 

GAC’s ideological and political
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competitiveness were highlighted conglomerate. Late last month, the 
number of roundtable conferences by Francis Liekens, vice-president company announced that one of its
and meetings this year with top for China at Atlas Copco Group, the subsidiaries from the high-end
corporate executives and heads of Swedish industrial equipment man- manufacturing sector had launched 
foreign business associations from ufacturer. a new production line with invest-

He said China remains one of the ment of 500 million yuan to pro­
world’s most dynamic markets. The duce seamless rolled rings for large 

The officials said overseas compa- country has witnessed persistent megawatt wind turbines at its plant
nies could expect more growth growth despite geopolitical changes in Xuzhou, Jiangsu province, 
opportunities, as China is progress­
ing with domestic modernization in
an all-around manner and unswerv­
ingly advancing high-standard
opening-up.

operational costs for shipping com­
panies. year to 

tors’ confidence in China. 
The nation’s massive 

market, well-developed 
industrial system and 
strong supply chain

Above: Containers are 
loaded onto a cargo vessel 
in Qinzhou Port, Guangxi 

Zhuang autonomous 
region, a transit point on 
the New International 

Land-Sea Trade Corridor. 
ZHANG AILIN/XINHUA 

Left: A train leaves Chong­
qing to follow the trade 

corridor toward Yunnan 
province, tang yi / xinhua 

Right: New energy vehicles 
are produced at the Guang­
zhou Automobile Group Co 

factory in Guangzhou, 
Guangdong province. 

DENG HUA / XINHUA

Hu

Revised measures
Extensive fact-finding activities 

are a key part of the thematic educa­
tion campaign. Officials from the 
Ministry of Commerce have held 
roundtable meetings with foreign 
companies, set up task forces for key 
foreign-invested projects, and intro­
duced new policy measures to shore 
up economic growth and push for 
continuous progress in deepening 
reforms and expanding opening-up. 

In July, the ministry said the gov­
ernment would revise administra­
tive measures for strategic foreign 
investment in listed companies. The 
move is aimed at encouraging over­
seas companies to invest in the Chi­
nese stock market.

Guo Tingting, vice-minister of 
commerce, said that given the 
slowdown in global economic 
recovery and decline in cross-bor­
der investment, China will contin­
ue to shorten the negative list for 
foreign investment and offer over­
seas companies prompt assistance 
in solving their problems.

To encourage foreign companies 
to play a bigger role in the Chinese 
market, senior officials from the
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nities arising from the thematic
education campaign to address
unnecessary inland river freight It is also one of the key projects of the
charges levied on imported goods.
This issue was raised by domestic 
companies.

Relevant policies were drawn up affairs office, said a leadership group 
based on comprehensive research, with six sub-working groups has 
analysis and assessment. These pol- been established to urge all Party 
icies specify that when companies members to comprehensively study 
are unable to provide documenta- and promote high-quality develop- 
tion after transporting their goods ment and advance Chinese modem-
from coastal ports to destinations ization through the thematic 
on inland rivers, data meeting spe- education campaign. The sub- 
cific criteria can serve as the basis groups include those covering docu- 
for deduction claims. mentation, publicity, rectification

Wang Yinghui, a division head at and improvement.
the GAC’s duty collection depart- The leadership group had held 
ment, said this policy has been several high-level meetings and con- 
implemented effectively at ports in ducted numerous field research 
the Yangtze River Economic Belt. trips and study activities nationwide 

“The policy of deducting inland by the end of July, to improve the 
river freight charges will be extend- GAC’s governance capacity in
ed to the entire inland river basin in advancing toward the goal of nation- 
China, including the Pearl River al rejuvenation through the Chinese 
and Minjiang River, benefiting path toward modernization, 
more than 1,000 import companies. Chen Jianqi, a professor at the Par-
It is projected to save importers ty School of the Central Committee of 
more than 67 million yuan ($9.3 the Communist Party of China 
million) on an annual basis,” she (National Academy of Governance), 
said. said the Party’s 20th National Con-

Despite feeing challenges posed gress in October drew up a blueprint

1

i -

Exports of China’s “new three”
products — NEVs, lithium batteries
and solar cells — witnessed a com­
bined 61.6 percent year-on-year
growth in the first half of this year,
increasing overall export expansion
by 1.8 percentage points, data from
the General Administration of Cus­
toms, or GAC, show.

Highlighting a trajectory aimed
at setting China firmly on the path
to modernization, government offi­
cials and market observers said the
Communist Party of China’s ongo­
ing thematic education campaign
wall further strengthen the nation’s
robust supply capacity and its firm­
ly established industrial chain.

Launched in April, the education
campaign enables members to
equip themselves with the Party’s
new theories, helps the entire Party
achieve unity in thought, will and
action, and ultimately ensures that
it strengthens its solidarity and bet­
ter leads the Chinese people in forg­
ing ahead on a new journey.

As part of the campaign, the Party
launched a research and fact-find­
ing drive, with the aim of solving
new problems and serving scientif­
ic decision-making.

Zhang Ke, deputy head of the
GAC’s Guangdong sub-administra­
tion, which is responsible for coor­
dinating customs work with a total
of 14 southern, central and south­
western regions of the country, said
that to implement the education
campaign effectively, customs
authorities in Guangdong are pri­
marily aiming to help the people
and businesses.

After conducting comprehensive
research and making productive
visits to key export-oriented compa­
nies, several business operational
issues and suggestions raised by
exporters were promptly resolved,
Zhang said.

He added that by adopting a
meticulous approach, tailored
measures were drawn up, with the
main aim of bolstering die expan­
sion of exports of the “new three”
products from Guangdong. These by a complex global environment, 
strategic measures have resulted in China’s foreign trade reached 20.1 
substantial improvements to the trillion yuan in the first half of this 
overall export situation. year, a 2.1 percent year-on-year rise.

For example, die GAC’s Guang- It was the first time the nation’s for-
dong sub-administration has coor- eign trade value had exceeded 20 
dinated with local customs trillion yuan during a half-year peri­
branches to implement a number of od, GAC data showed.
practical assistance measures for Early this month, the GAC 
exporters. It has guided companies unveiled 15 policy measures to sup­
in standardizing their customs dec- port growth of the New Intemation-
larations, and appointed special- al Land-Sea TYade Corridor in an 
ized auditing personnel to attempt to boost China’s trade with 
significandy reduce the time cargo fellow signatories of the Regional 
spends in transit at ports in Guang- Comprehensive Economic Partner­
dong. ship, or RCEP, agreement and

The sub-administration has also expand interaction with trading 
used the advantages of China-Eu- partners worldwide.
rope freight train services to lower Wu Haiping, director-general of 
customs clearance costs and pro- the GAC’s general operations depart- 
vide optimal clearance for NEV ment, said the new' measures 
exports, Zhang said. include better linking the land-sea

For example, Xinsha Customs, a trade corridor with booming China­
branch of Huangpu Customs, has Europe freight train services and die
implemented a 365-day, around- Yangtze River Economic Belt. They 
the-clock appointment-based clear- also help domestic companies to 
ance model for roll-on, roll-off benefit fully from the RCEP agree- 
vessels carrying vehicles, reducing ment by further fostering smoother 
the average quarantine and inspec- and more efficient trade routes con- 
tion time to within one hour. This netting western China with key sea-
has greatly enhanced turnover effi- ports and rail hubs in the Asia- 
ciency at terminals and reduced Pacific region and Europe.

Launched in 2017, the land-sea 
corridor is a trade and logistics pas-

Earlier this year, the GAC sage jointly established by provin- 
launched a project to use opportu- cial-level regions in western China 

and member economies of the Asso­
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations.
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and challenges posed by the COV- It is the fourth time the company 
ID-19 pandemic. This trend will has invested in the factory since the 
continue in coming years, Liekens plant was established in 2005. The 
added. new investment will boost the facto-

China is transitioning from being r/s production capacity by 150,000
Zhu Bing, director-general of the the “world’s factory” to a high-end metric tons.

ministry’s foreign investment manufacturer as domestic con- Winfried Schulte, CEO of Thyss-
administration department, said the sumption grows, Liekens said. The enkrupp Rothe Erde, a Thyssen-
arrangements for roundtable and trend toward localization has fueled krupp subsidiary that supplies
regular meetings will further growth in many sectors over the past bearings and seamless rolled rings
expand channels for gathering feed- seven years, including electronics, for various industrial applications,
back on foreign companies’ opera- semiconductors, automotive, petro- said: “China is one of the most
tional difficulties. This will help chemicals, transportation, aero- important markets for our business,
address their concerns promptly, in space, and green energy. Atlas Copco Wind turbines are designed gradu-
addition to assisting their stable will work with all industries in the ally with a larger size and more
development in China. country' but particularly with these megawatts. Seamless rolled rings of

“Apart from effectively implement- sectors, Liekens said. high quality are one of the key fee­
ing existing policies, the government “We are benefiting from this tors for safe operation.”
will give priority to addressing com- favorable climate because we have In Beijing, Zhao Ping, vice-dean 
mon concerns raised by foreign com- invested a lot in innovation to devel- of the academy at the China Council
panies, including fair competition op and extend our local products for the Promotion of International
and investment facilitation,” he said, and solutions,” he said. ‘You have to Trade, said that as well as benefiting
adding that new measures will be develop, transform and be innova- from the nation’s technological
introduced in the second half of this tive to stay relevant in China, where advances, many foreign companies

boost foreign inves- competition is getting stronger and see China as a gateway to the broad­
market needs change at the speed of er Asia-Pacific region. They also
light.” view investing in China as a means

Similar action lias been taken of gaining access to the country’s 
u by Thyssenkrupp, a German vast network of supply chains and 

engineering distribution channels.
This view is supported by the lat­

est data from the Ministry of Com­
merce, which show that in the first 
half of this year, the number of new­
ly established foreign-invested

ghu enterprises in China reached
U’W. 24,000, a year-on-year rise of 35.7

L4B*. percent.
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Africa looks at yuan as alternative

Li Xiuzhu

Seine swim contest called
off over poor water quality

Trump to skip Republican debate

Agencies contributed to the story.
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ByAIHEPING in New York 

aiheping@chinadailyusa.com

On Sunday, a new CBS News 
national poll showed Trump with 
a 46-percentage point lead over his 
nearest rival, Florida Governor Ron 
DeSantis.

Thimp announced that, as expect­
ed, he would skip the debate in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin - and other 
debates. “The public knows who I 
am & what a successful Presidency 
I had,” Trump wrote on Huth Social, 
before adding in capital letters, “I will 
therefore not be doing the debates!” 

His spokesman didn’t say if he 
plans to boycott every primary debate 
or just those currently scheduled.

Instead of showing up at the Fox 
News debate, Ihimp is planning to 
appear with Dicker Carlson, the for­
mer Fox prime-time host who helped 
amplify his claims of election fraud, in 
an interview set to air on Wednesday 
on the social network X, formerly 
known as Twitter. The New York 
Times reported Saturday the inter­
view' has already been taped.

Former Maryland governor Larry 
Hogan, a frequent GOP critic of the 
ex-president, said on CNN’s State of 
the Union on Sunday that Trump 
counter programming the debate 
with Carlson is “typical Thimp”

“He wants to suck all the oxygen 
out of the room. He wants all the 
attention to be on him and not on the 
other candidates,” Hogan said. “And,

By CHEN WEIHUA in Brussels 

chenweihua @chinadaily. com.cn

As Donald Hump’s GOP challeng­
ers for the Republican presidential 
nomination prepare for their first 
debate on Wednesday without him, 
the former president is preparing to 
turn himself in at the Fulton County 
jail in Atlanta by noon Friday.

Thimp confirmed Sunday that he 
will skip Wednesday’s first Republi­
can presidential primary debate — 
and others as well.

Meanwhile, law enforcement 
authorities in Atlanta said Trump 
won’t appear at the jail earlier than 
Thursday over his fourth indictment, 
for alleged election meddling in Geor­
gia. That would be just hours after the 
GOP debate.

On Monday, Trump’s lawyers 
reached an agreement with Georgia 
authorities to set a $200,000 bond, 
but he needs to provide only $20,000 
to remain free before his trial on rack­
eteering and other charges for alleg­
edly trying to steal the 2020 election 
in Georgia.

Several co-defendants in die case 
have also agreed to terms of their 
bond agreements with the district 
attorney’s office on Monday

Thimp is expected to be finger­
printed and have a mug shot taken, 
a law enforcement source told CNN.

structure and enhancing yuan 
clearing capabilities.

This, he said, would help in case 
any country experiences financial 
sanctions from the West as it hap­
pened to Russia.

Meanwhile, Li noted there has 
been an increasing uptake in using 
yuan across African markets, pre­
dominantly driven by private sec­
tor business incentives, facilitated 
by commercial financial institu­
tions. Notably, Nigeria and South 
Africa have had swap agreements 
with China.

In response to the devaluation of 
African currencies against the US 
dollar, some countries have pro­
posed a single currency in the con­
tinent, an idea Li said is bold and 
very risky.

With the global prominence of 
yuan amid the devaluation of Afri­
can currencies against the dollar, 
the continent could consider 
increasing yuan in their basket of 
reserve currencies for diversifica­
tion purposes, observers say.

Li Xiuzhu, head of Global Mar­
kets China, corporate and invest­
ment banking at the Standard 
Bank, said such a move would help 
central banks in the continent to 
dilute a heavily concentrated US 
dollar, euro, and British pound ster­
ling portfolio.

According to the International 
Monetary Fund, sub-Saharan Afri­
ca experienced a currency depreci­
ation of 8 percent against the US 
dollar in 2022, with Ghana’s cedi 
and Sierra Leone’s leone depreciat­
ing by more titan 45 percent

The currency depreciation is 
frustrating efforts by African coun­
tries to curb inflation given that the 
region depends on imports with a 
significant share of them invoiced 
in the US dollar.

Li said increasing yuan in their 
reserves would enhance and con­
solidate the continent’s trade ties

By WANG QINGYUN
wangqingyun@chinadaily.com.cn

federal court
When TYump arrives at the Ful­

ton County jail for processing, he is 
expected to spend no more than a 
few hours inside the facility. The other 
defendants in the election interfer­
ence case — which include Thimp’s 
former chief of staff Mark Meadows 
and his one-time personal attorney 
Rudy Giuliani — will likely encounter 
a straightforward fingerprinting and 
mugshot process, according to former 
Geoigia prosecutor Chris Timmons. 

“Unless somebody tells me differ­
ently, we are following our nonnal 
practices, and so [it] doesn’t matter 
your status, we got mugshots ready 
for you,” Fulton County Sheriff Pat 
Labat said earlier this month about 
the planned processing.

The defendants are then likely to be 
released on their signatures, knowm 
as an “own bond” meaning they will 
likely not have to put dowoi money 
or property given their relatively low 
flight risk, Timmons said.

Last month, the US Justice Depart­
ment announced an investigation 
into the conditions at the jail. 

“The recent allegations of filthy 
housing teeming with insects, ram­
pant violence resulting in death and 
injuries, and officers using excessive 
force are cause for grave concern and 
warrant a thorough investigation,” 
said Ryan Buchanan, US attorney for 
the Northern District of Georgia.

ABC News reported that last year' 
15 inmates died inside the jail; this 
year, seven have died.

I ?

The swimming contest in Seine 
River, part of a triathlon test event 
ahead of the 2024 Olympic Games in 
Paris, was canceled on Sunday, the 
third such cancellation this month, 
due to the high level of E. coli bacteria 
in the water, raising concerns for the 
city’s ambition to make the waterway 
safe for swimming next summer.

A para triathlon swimming test 
event was canceled on Saturday 
while the 2023 Open Water Swim­
ming World Cup was called off two 
weeks ago after heavy rains caused 
overflows of sewage into the Seine. 

“As a precautionary measure and 
to protect the health of the athletes, 
the decision lias once again been 
taken to cancel all the swimming 
races scheduled for today” the orga­
nizers said in a statement on Sunday. 

The cause of high levels of bacte­
ria in the Seine over the weekend is 
still being investigated. “To date, we 
have not yet found an explanation,” 
said Paris Deputy Mayor Pierre 
Rabadan who is in charge of sport, 
the Seine and the 2024 Olympics.

Athletes were testing out the 
water last week to get used to the 
river currents.

The Paris 2024 Olympics organiz­
ers said open water swimming 
events can and will go ahead in the 
Seine during next year’s Games. They 
said there is no Plan B, except a con­
tingency plan that wall allow swim­
ming events to be postponed for a

-

Li is of the view that African 
countries should trade a lot more 
with each other as well as ensure 
the countries have settlement capa­
bilities within each other to allow 
exchanges of their currencies.

Tliis will ensure the continent is 
interlinked, after which the one 
currency will make sense.

He said the Common Monetary 
Area, or CMA, for instance, in Afri­
ca can sustain itself due to its reli­
ance on a dominant economic 
power in a region like South Africa. 
Established in 1974, the CMA is a 
monetary union that includes 
South Africa, Namibia, Lesotho 
and Esw'atini.

While each country issues its 
own currency, all four currencies 
are governed by the South African 
Reserve Bank and are valued and 
exchanged at par with the South 
African rand.

Li commended ongoing develop­
ments to promote intra-Africa 
trade in the continent like the Pan­
African Payment and Settlement 
System.

Launched in January 2022, the 
settlement system is a cross-border, 
financial market infrastructure 
enabling payment transactions 
across Africa.

It allow's companies in Africa to 
pay for intra-African trade transac­
tions in their local currency. Cur­
rently, Africa has approximately 42 
individual currencies.

i V

‘Mammoth task’
“I believe it is a mammoth of a 

task to create a monetary union in 
Africa like that of the European 
Union,” he said.

Li said almost 24 years after the 
EU was established, its intention 
was not successfully achieved with 
failed economies like Greece that 
almost destroyed the union in 
2008.

Unlike Europe, goods with value 
additions in African countries are 
minimal mainly due to the relative­
ly underdeveloped manufacturing 
capabilities on the continent, he 
said.

Central Asia hopes to further con­
solidate its role as a bridge connect­
ing China and Europe and 
strengthen its status as a logistics hub 
by participating in the Belt and Road 
Initiative, said Djoomart Otorbaev, 
former prime minister of Kyrgyzstan. 

Otorbaev said he expects to see 
Central Asia, once a key passage of the 
ancient Silk Road, build a “new great 
silk road” that will bring the region 
back “onto the map of the world”

The former prime minister said 
during a recent interview in Beijing 
that he hopes that through BRI 
cooperation, especially the construc­
tion of a railway linking Kyrgyzstan 
with China on the east and Uzbekis­
tan on the west, Kyrgyzstan will 
transform itself from a landlocked 
country into a land-linked one.

The railway project is one focus of 
cooperation between China and 
Kyrgyzstan.

During his talks with visiting Kyr­
gyz President Sadyr Japarov on the 
sidelines of the China-Central Asia 
Summit in Xi’an, Shaanxi province, 
in May, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
called for an early start of the con­
struction of the railway.

In a joint declaration that the lead­
ers signed after the talks, the two 
countries agreed to speed up work 
on the railway to further tap into 
Central Asia’s potential for cross-bor­
der transportation, and said they will 
promote BRI cooperation in trade, 
infrastructure and other fields.

Otorbaev said the railway construc­
tion will not be easy in his country, but 
the success of the Kunming-Vientiane 
Railway linking China with Laos, a 
landlocked and mountainous country 
like Kyigyzstan, gives him confidence. 

“China has state-of-the-art tech­
nology to build a railroad in moun­
tainous conditions (and) to drill 
tunnels. We can see it in the Kun­
ming-Vientiane railroad,” he said.

few days if water quality does not 
meet standards. “There is no solu­
tion to move the event. The triathlon 
and open water swimming will be 
held in the Seine next year,” said Tony 
Estanguet, head of the Paris 2024 
organizing committee and a three­
time Olympic canoe champion. 

“The objective was to make the 
Seine swimmable in 2024.”

Back in 1990, Paris mayor Jacques 
Chirac, who later became the French 
president, pledged to restore water 
quality, but the Seine was still not 
safe for swimming despite all efforts. 

The efforts to stage next year’s 
Olympic and Paralympic swimming 
races in the Seine represent the city 
government’s latest ambition to 
cleanse the river. For now, heavy 
rain still poses the biggest risk 
because it can cause the sewage sys­
tem in Paris to overflow' into the riv­
er, polluting it with fecal bacteria. 

“We still have a lot of w'ork ahead 
for the year 2024... to be able to face 
exceptional weather like what we 
have known at the end of July and 
beginning of August,” said Christo­
phe Noel du Payrat, chief of staff of 
the Paris region authority.

A 1.4 billion euro ($1.5 billion) 
investment in wastewater manage­
ment from the state and local gov­
ernments has made “significant 
progress” in past years and polluted 
water overflow into the Seine has 
been reduced, according to the 2024 
Olympics organizers.

Djoomart
Otorbaev

Move helps banks dilute concentrated 
dollar and euro portfolio, experts say

to some extent, he will probably have 
some success with that.”

Fulton County District Attorney 
Fani Willis released her 41-count, 
98-page indictment of 19 people who 
allegedly conspired to subvert the 
2020 presidential election in that 
state.

Hump and 18 others were charged 
by Willis on Aug 14 in a 41-count 
indictment under racketeering law's 
with being the kingpin of an alleged 
“criminal enterprise” involving 18 
others to reverse President Joe Biden’s 
win in Georgia, a swing state that 
will again be critical in 2024. Many of 
those co-defendants are expected to 
also turn themselves in soon.

Hump has already been charged 
in two federal probes — one into his 
election-stealing effort and the other 
into his mishandling of classified 
documents at his Florida resort after 
he left office. Thimp, who denies all 
wrongdoing, is also awaiting trial in 
Manhattan in a case arising from a 
hush-money payment to an adult film 
actress in 2016.

If Trump were to win the presi­
dency against President Joe Biden, 
he could freeze federal criminal cases 
against him or even pardon himself. 
That wouldn’t apply to the Georgia 
and Manhattan prosecutions because 
they are state cases, though Thimp is 
seeking to move the Georgia case to

Once completed, the China-Kyr- 
gyzstan-Uzbekistan railway will boost 
trade and investment in Kyrgyzstan, 
Otorbaev said, pointing out that the 
railway will allow' his country to bet­
ter benefit from the enormous rail 

traffic between
China and Europe. 

In March 2011, a 
freight train 
embarked on a 
trip from South­
west China’s
Chongqing to 
Duisburg, Germa­
ny, making it the 
first train trip of
the China-Europe 
Railway Express.

By the end of last year, a total of 
65,000 trips had been made on the 
railway express, with 6 million TEUs 
of freight worth $300 billion 
shipped, official statistics show.

In the past decade since the BRI 
was launched in 2013, the railway 
has become an artery for BRI coop­
eration. Currently, there are 82 train 
routes for the express, and nearly 80 
percent of its train trips run through 
Central Asia, People’s Daily reported. 

Otorbaev said the completion of 
the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan 
railway will fuither shorten the dis­
tance and time needed for trains to 
travel between Chinese and Europe­
an cities, which will also benefit the 
inland regions of China.

Kyrgyzstan was among the first 
countries to have supported and 
participated in the joint construc­
tion of the Belt and Road.

Otorbaev said the feet that more 
than 150 countries and internation­
al organizations have joined the BRI 
is a demonstration of the “enor­
mous success” of the initiative.

The world, which is becoming 
more divided over the past decade, 
needs dialogue to remain open and 
connected, Otorbaev said. “The Belt 
and Road Initiative is about dialogue 
and win-win (cooperation),” he said.
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with China by 
providing trans­
actional, trade 
and financing 
solutions.

“Many Africa­
based importers 
who are now able 
to accept and pay 
against a yuan 
invoice have 

expanded their exposure to a wider 
network of Chinese suppliers, conse­
quently elevating trade activities,” he 
said.

Li said having the capability to 
deal in yuan w'ould elevate trade, as 
it would open new business and 
trading relations between import­
ers and exporters.

Currently, China is Africa’s larg­
est trade partner. Trade between 
China and Africa hit $282 billion in 
2022, an 11 percent year-on-year 
increase, according to the Chinese 
customs authorities.

Between January and April 2023, 
the figure reached $94.4 billion, an 
8.9 percent increase compared to 
the same period last year.

By increasing yuan in their 
reserves, Li said African countries 
with extensive ties to China could 
hedge potential supply-side risks 
by establishing the required infra-

By EDITH MUTETHYA 
in Nairobi, Kenya 

edithmutethya@chinadaily.com.cn
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Drummers perform in the 10th Florianopolis Drum Orchestra event in Florianopolis downtown, Santa Catarina state, Brazil, on Sunday. A 
total of 350 drummers gathered at the event, which is considered the largest meeting of drummers in the Americas, according to the 
organizers, eduardo valente / agence france-presse
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Thais see ‘elixir’ as solution
to human-elephant conflict
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Initiative to help foster symphony of coexistence
By YANG WANLI in Bangkok
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Editor’s note: A project in eastern Thailand has been striving to strike a balance between wildlife and human communities. This page reviews how the initiative uses technology and traditional knowledge to protect the ecosystem
inhabited by nearly 600 wild elephants, while crafting innovative solutions to mitigate conflict between these creatures and villagers.

ate human-elephant conflict is to 
create more suitable habitats for ele­
phants,” Chen Fei, director of the 
Asian Elephant Research Center 
under the NFGA, said.

“In addition, ecological corridors 
can also be built to connect habitats.” 

He said China is exploring ways to 
further restore the habitat of Asian 
elephants by building national parks.

forest, said Chen Fei, director of the 
Asian Elephant Research Center 
under China’s National Forestry and 
Grassland Administration.

“Their migration can accelerate 
the replacement of forest ecosys­
tems along the way, while elephant 
dung not only remains a delicacy for 
insects but also attracts insectivo­
rous birds, allowing plant seeds to 
spread,” Chen said.

Elephants, as both umbrella and 
flagship species in conservation, 
ensure protection for other wildlife 
species within their habitat when 

Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia and 
China.

The shoulder height of an adult 
Asian elephant is about 2.5 meters, 
and they weigh on average about 4 
metric tons. Elephants can live for 
60 to 70 years.

Asian elephants live in various 
habitats, from open grasslands to 
deep evergreen forests. They spend 
most of their time eating, and an 
adult elephant can consume 150 to 
200 kilograms of food each day.

Asian elephants play an impor­
tant role as “engineers” of the rain­

By YANG WANLI in Bangkok 

yangwanli@chinadaily.cmn.cn

These efforts have united villag­
ers in solidarity, enabling them to 
share knowledge on a variety of 
alternative livelihoods, such as 
transitioning from single-crop 
farming to multiple-crop farming, 
he said.

As a result, local villagers have 
established 33 groups or associa­
tions to assist one another in earn­
ing income from different sources, 
such as medicinal herbs, basketry 
and food processing.

“The approach enhances local 
communities’ quality of life while 
offering them peace of mind and 
protection from wild animals 
through the use of alert and surveil­
lance systems,” Chalermchai said.

elephant awareness in neighboring 
communities.

These efforts are expected to 
enhance local villagers’ comprehen­
sion of nature conservation and liv­
ing harmoniously with wildlife.

Some pilot projects also equip 
villagers with skills to better their 
living conditions and manage vil­
lage funds.

Alongside empowering local com­
munities, pilot projects have also been 
launched to secure water sources for 
local consumption and agricultural 
needs, thereby sustaining livelihoods, 
said Chalermchai Sitthisad, privy 
councilor and executive chair of the 
Gajanurak Fund that supports local 
conservation endeavors.

tation is also an important part of 
the conservation zones, which helps 
replenish natural food sources for 
wild elephants.

He said other suitable food crops 
and edible flora have been carefully 
planted for the wild elephants and 
other animals. These include bam­
boo, mangoes, bananas, as well as 
artificial salt licks.

In buffer zones, corridors con­
necting different ecosystems serve 
as temporary dwelling places for 
wild elephants, preventing them 
from venturing out to forage in local 
communities.

Buffer zones offer moist, grassy 
meadows and food sources for wild 
elephants and other animals.

“Some community forests have 
even been converted into buffer 
zones as they host a wide range of 
biodiversity and crop species, use­
ful for both humans and wildlife,” 
Chalermchai said.

In addition, medicinal plants 
such as red galangal, pepper, carda­
mom and water tubes have been 
included in buffer zones for house­
hold use.

“Strongly scented plants that ele­
phants find repugnant, such as 
climbing wattle and cassia, are also 
cleverly added at the boundary of 
the zones as a natural perimeter to 
deter elephants from straying into 
local communities and damaging 
homes,” he said.

A general view shows a meadow in the Khao Ang Rue Nai Wildlife Sanctuary in Chachoengsao Province, 
Thailand, provided to china daily

Thailand enjoys great animal 
diversity, with more than 200 pro­
tected areas of national parks, 
wildlife sanctuaries and wildlife 
non-hunting areas, which cover 17 
percent of Thailand’s total area, 
said the Wildlife Conservation 
Society in New York.

The country is well known for 
the Asian elephant, the largest 
land mammal in the world, which 
can also be found in countries 
including Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,

Asian Elephant National Park 
before its official launch.

Similar to the management prin­
ciple of China’s national parks, the 
Bajrasudha Gajanurak Project has 
adopted a system to meet the needs 
of three different zones — forest 
conservation zones, buffer zones 
and community zones.

Forest conservation zones are 
mainly for the elephants. Designat­
ed water sources are provided to 
dissuade elephants from venturing 
out of their natural habitat in 
search of food.

The project plans to build a total 
of 60 water sources of different siz­
es, with a combined capacity of 
approximately 1.8 million cubic 
meters. A total of 23 water sources 
have been established so far.

General Chalermchai Sitthisad, 
privy councilor and executive chair 
of the Gajanurak Fund, said refores­

Authorities start project to restore natural habitats of the gentle giants, hoping it 
will stop them from going to farmland and houses to forage for food

they are safeguarded, Chen said.
To further protect Asian ele­

phants, a flagship species in the 
rainforest, Thailand’s National 
Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conserva­
tion Department lias drawn up a 
10-year action plan to mitigate 
human-elephant conflicts that have 
occurred wherever elephants and 
locals share the same habitat and 
compete for the same resources.

The 2020-29 plan strives to pro­
vide elephants in protected forest 
zones with food and water, 
enhance their habitat and promote 

Hidden in the forest of Cha­
choengsao Province in eastern Thai­
land, a compound of several single­
story houses is being guarded by 
crews of security guards. In one of 
these houses, Piyawan Unaha is 
closely watching the monitors for the 
appearance of Asian elephants.

Piyawan works at the Bajrasudha 
Gajanurak Command Center, an 
advance warning project to detect 
the activities of wild elephants in 
five eastern Thai provinces, namely 
Chachoengsao, Chon Buri, Rayong, 
Chanthaburi and Sa Kaeo. The prov­
inces are home to nearly 600 wild 
elephants.

The project, initiated by the Thai 
royal family, aims to ease the conflict 
between local communities and wild 
elephants as the animals encroach 
upon farmland and houses to forage 
for food.

Limited food sources have forced 
wild elephants into such behavioral 
patterns, posing risks to both ele­
phants and humans.

“The name of the project literally 
means ‘an elixir that strengthens 
elephants to be as strong as dia­
monds’," Piyawan said. “It equally 
focuses on the welfare of both wild 
elephants and humans alike and 
strikes that delicate balance where 
both species can comfortably exist 
side by side.”

The Thai king and queen have 
made personal contributions to 
establish the Gajanurak Fund, which 
supports the purchase of elephant 
surveillance equipment, alarm sys­
tems, radio communications sys­
tems and flashlights for volunteers 
tasked with alerting the villagers of 
any possible elephant confronta­
tions, she said.

Forests in the five provinces are 
equipped with comprehensive ele­
phant surveillance systems, helping 
to track and monitor elephant 
movements via automated cameras. 

“When the surveillance system 
detects elephants, an alert signal 
will be sent via the Line chat app to 
local villagers and the volunteer 
team, tasked with returning the 
wild elephants to their natural habi­
tat,” Piyawan said.

The system currently involves 
pilot projects in eight villages, with 
an additional 43 villages within the 
network. All 51 villages in the net­
work are affected by foraging wild 
elephants.

Statistics from Thailand’s Depart­
ment of National Parks, Wildlife and 
Plant Conservation show that the 
country now has about 3,000 to 
5,000 wild elephants.

The elephant population has 
increased over the past decade, Thai 
nonprofit Human and Elephant Voi­
ces Network said.

However, problems such as habi­
tat loss and degradation due to the 
increase in the human population 
and agricultural encroachment

FW
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will inevitably occur,” Ahimsa Cam- 
pos-Arceiz, elephant expert and 
researcher from the Megafeuna 
Ecology and Conservation Group at 
the Xishuangbanna Tropical Botan­
ical Garden under the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, said. “The 
essence of it is the competition for 
resources, which has existed since 
ancient times.”

As humans have appropriated 
more and more natural resources, 
he said human factors have pre­
vailed. “Human-elephant conflict is 
directly due to the loss of natural 
habitat," he said.

In Yunnan, such conflict even 
resulted in a rare phenomenon. In 
2021,15 wild Asian elephants in the 
province traveled 500 kilometers 
from their habitat, becoming a hot 
topic on the internet and in the 
media all around the world. 

“The fundamental way to allevi-
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A 3-year-old Asian elephant tries to lift a vehicle used to deter it from disturbing tourists in Khao Yai National Park, 120 kilometers northeast 
of Bangkok, in January 2017. chalit saphaphak via solent news

have also emerged, a trend also seen 
in other countries.

In China’s Yunnan province, the 
population of wild Asian elephants 
has increased from about 150 in the 
1980s to more than 300 lastyear due 
to protection measures, according 
to statistics from the National For­
estry and Grassland Administra­
tion, or NFGA.

With the growth in the elephant 
population, conflicts between 
humans and elephants have 
become more frequent. To cope 
with the growing problem, Yunnan 
has introduced a commercial insur­
ance model into its compensation 
mechanism.

Over the past decade, the prov­
ince has paid out nearly 200 million 
yuan ($2744 million) for losses 
caused by elephants.

“As long as humans and elephants 
live on the same land, such conflict

Protecting ecosystems
The parks will prioritize the pro­

tection of ecosystems rather than 
the utilization of natural resources. 
The strongest protection in the 
parks will occur within “red line” 
zones, a key government strategy 
that places designated areas under 
mandatory state protection.

Yunnan is currently pooling ideas 
from experts both at home and 
abroad to build a more science­
based management system for the

Raising awareness
In community zones, the focus is 

on community development, raising 
awareness and creating understand­
ing among local villagers about the 
behavior of wild elephants.

In addition, community zones 
support training for volunteers to 
learn how to properly rehabilitate 
wild elephants back to their habitat. 

“The project aims to create a nat­
ural setting where local folks and 
the pachyderms can share resources 
in nearby habitats through safe, 
lasting and practical solutions that 
can be maintained by the communi­
ties themselves,” Rungnapar Patta- 
navibool, deputy director-general of 
Thailand’s Department of National 
Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conserva­
tion, said.

“And the zoning approach creates 
a sustainable solution for coexistence 
between humans and wildlife.”

Rungnapar said the Bajrasudha 
Gajanurak Project has so far made 
progress in all aspects as it seeks to 
solve problems at the root. Never­
theless, since the conflict between 
elephants and local communities 
has been a long-standing issue, it 
will take time to change elephant 
behavior and assist their return to 
the forest.

“Brewing an elixir that works is 
never easy,” Rungnapar said. “Hope­
fully, the current success of the Baj­
rasudha Gajanurak Project will 
inspire many more on the quest for 
their own magic potion that will 
make a difference.”
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Staff members of the Friends of the Asian Elephant hospital inspect an injured elephant in Lampang,
northern Thailand, on Aug 6 last year, wang teng / xinhua
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ROK opposition decries Camp David pact

Xinjiang embraces CHE
for more opportunities
By YUAN SHENGGAO

China slams trilateral summit statement
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the conservation programs.
Karen Wille, who works for Pandas 

International, a US nonprofit organi­
zation, said Xiao Qi Ji is very special 
to many visitors because they just 
watched him grow in front of them. 

“I’m sad that they’re leaving, but 
I know that they’ll have a wonder­
ful life in China,” she said. “I know 
they will. Because I’ve been to China. 
So I've seen the way the pandas are 
treated and taken care of. And they’re 

By YANG HAN in Hong Kong 

kelly@chinadailyapac.com

so good to them. But we won’t be 
happy because they’ll be gone.”

Local visitor Benjy Renton said, “I 
really hope that we can continue to 
receive pandas in the near future, and 
continue those partnerships, not just 
here in DC but also with other zoos 
around die country?’

Before the pandas leave, there will 
be a “Rmda Eilooza,” a giant celebra­
tion of the five decades of the pandas’ 
presence at the zoo.

By LINDA DENG in Seattle 

lindadeng@chinadailyusa.com

Fl

By WANG QINGYUN

wangqingyun @chinadaily.com .cn

The Republic of Korea’s move to 
step up security cooperation with 
the United States and Japan under a 
trilateral pact has evoked criticism 
within the ROK, with opposition 
parties in Seoul saying the agree­
ment is not in the ROK’s interests. 

“Many people see this summit as 
one where the national interests of 
the US and Japan are visible but not 
those of the ROK,” said Park Kwang- 
on, floor leader of the ROK’s main 
opposition Democratic Party.

Speaking at a party meeting on 
Monday, Park said the framework 
of the ROK-US-Japan cooperation 
should not be a confrontational 
strategy that focuses on military 
cooperation, but a cooperation 
strategic framework that promotes 
peace and stability in the Korean 
Peninsula and Northeast Asia.

Lee Jae-myung, head of ROK’s 
Democratic Party, said Yoon foiled to 
raise territory issues with Japan, as 
well as concerns over Japan’s 
planned release of nuclear-contami­
nated water from die crippled 
Fukushima Daiichi power plant.

US President Joe Biden, ROK 
President Yoon Suk-yeol and Japa­
nese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
agreed on Friday to a trilateral secu­
rity cooperation during a summit

China is “strongly dissatisfied and 
firmly opposed” to the United States, 
Japan and the Republic of Korea 
interfering in its internal affairs and 
sowing discord between China and 
its neighbora, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin said.

Wang made the remarks on 
Monday, after leaders of the US, 
Japan, and the ROK met at Camp 
David in Maryland and issued a 
joint statement attacking China 
over the South China Sea issue and 
the Taiwan question.

The allies have breached basic 
norms guiding international rela­
tions and China has made solemn 
demarches to the parties involved, 
Wang told a news conference.

Noting the US has said its trilat­
eral partnership with Japan and 
the ROK is not against anyone, 
Wang urged the US to honor its 
words with actions and stop 
smearing China and hurting Chi­
na’s interests.

Also, Washington, which has 
“dominated” efforts to stoke division 
and revive Cold War mentality in the 
Asia-fticific by forming cliques such

exchange programs. This letter pro­
vided us with great encouragement, 
and we look forward to more cooper­
ative and interactive programs for 
youth exchanges between the US 
and China.”

David Chong, founder and presi­
dent of the US-China Youth and Stu­
dent Exchange Association, now in 
Hong Kong, said he was extremely 
honored to receive the response 
from Xi.

“I am so excited that the associa­
tion’s efforts to promote youth and 
student exchanges between China 
and the US since 2015 have been 
recognized by President Xi. In the 
future, we hope to receive more sup­
port from the Chinese government 
in promoting exchanges in technol­
ogy, academics, culture, sports, and 
more for youth and students in both 
countries,” he said.

“This will allow more American 

as AUKUS and Quad, should cease 
creating confrontation and under­
mining regional peace, Wang said. 

“Tire Asia-Pacific is a land for 
peaceful development and should 
not become a boxing ring for great 
power rivalry, even less a battlefield 
for cold or hot war,” Wang said. 

“We urge relevant countries not 
to... try replicating bloc confronta­
tion in the Asia-Pacific, and not to 
pursue selfish interest at the 
expense of other countries’ strate­
gic security' interests and the well­
being of people in the region.”

Speaking of the Taiwan question, 
Wang said China strives for peaceful 
reunification with the greatest sin­
cerity and utmost efforts, but will 
never allow interference in its inter­
nal affairs under the pretext of peace. 

The greatest threat to peace 
across the Taiwan Strait is “Taiwan 
independence” activities and for­
eign connivance and support to 
them, Wang said.

“If relevant countries do care 
about cross-Strait peace and stabil­
ity, they should follow the one-Chi- 
na principle and stop conniving or 
supporting Taiwan independence’ 
separatists or their separatist activ­
ities,” the spokesman said, adding 
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Ron Chow, a resident of Washing­
ton state and co-chairman of the 
US-China Youth and Student 
Exchange Association, had eveiy 
reason to feel delighted recently, 
thanks to a letter. It was a reply from 
Chinese President Xi Jinping, con­
veyed by the Chinese Ambassador to 
the United States Xie Feng.

Xi had replied to the letter the 
association had written to him on 
July 25, expressing their warm wish­
es for the success of the FISU World 
University Games in Chengdu, Sich­
uan province, and updated Xi about 
the association’s exchange pro­
grams after the pandemic.

In his reply, the Chinese president 
wrote, “As America’s gateway to 
China and Asia, Washington State 
has carried out fruitful exchanges 
and cooperation with China over 
the years. My two visits to Washing­
ton State left me with beautiful 
memories. I recall vividly the won­
derful performance by Lincoln 
High School students eight years 
ago, and cherish very much the 
football and jersey they gave me. 

“I hope more young people from 
China and the US will get to know 
each other better, work hand in 
hand, and become a new genera­
tion of ambassadors of friendship 
to inject fresh impetus into the 
growth of China-US relations,” he 
said in the letter.

Xi’s letter also said he was pleased 
to learn about the updates and 
wished them greater progress.

Chow said he was “excited and 
honored to receive the letter’? “Due to 
the pandemic, we had to stop many

opening-up channel and activate 
international and domestic markets 
and resources in a bid to help the 
region integrate into the new devel­
opment pattern, Liu added.

Several officials, including Hu 
Jianping, special representative of 
the ministry of commerce in Xi’an, 
and You Jialin, deputy director of 
Xinjiang’s commerce department, 
spoke at the event. Seven CUE par­
ticipants in the food and agricultur­
al exhibition area, including CP 
Group, Goodformer Fruits and 
Dapharm, showcased their prod­
ucts and services, along with 11 
exhibitors in the technical equip­
ment exhibition area and nine in the 
consumer goods exhibition area.

More than 180 Xinjiang buyers, 
including Goldwind and Yema, 
attended the event, negotiating with 
exhibitors and establishing busi­
ness contacts, while multiple orga­
nizations in the industry organized 
buyers to watch online.

Three other pre-exhibition match­
making activities have been held on 
July 6, July 26 and Aug 8, covering all 
six exhibition areas of the CUE. At 
the Urumqi event, the CUE Low- 
Carbon Energy and Environmental 
Protection Technology special com­
mittee held a closed-door meeting to 
promote low-carbon development 
and environmental protection tech­
nologies.

that no one should underestimate 
China’s wall to safeguard its sover­
eignty and territorial integrity.

Rebuking accusations over mari­
time issues made by the US, Japan 
and the ROKin their joint statement, 
Wang said China has indisputable 
sovereignty over the South China Sea 
islands and their adjacent waters.

“It is reasonable and lawful for 
China to carry out construction on 
its own territory and for the Chinese 
coast guard vessels to cany out law 
enforcement in waters under Chi­
na’s jurisdiction,” Wang said.

Also, as a signatory to the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea, China has always faithfully 
followed the convention and other 
international laws, and does not 
accept or recognize the illegal 
award on the South China Sea arbi­
tration, Wang said.

In recent years, the US has “done 
all it can” to interfere in the South 
China Sea issue, Wang said.

China will continue to firmly safe­
guard its sovereignty and security 
interests, and work with member 
states of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations to implementthe Dec­
laration on the Conduct of Parties in 
the South China Sea, Wang said.

friendly and peaceful dialogue with 
the ROK, said Woo.

“This strengthened trilateral 
security cooperation is for sure 
going to push the DPRK away from 
the peace process,” said Lakhvin- 
der Singh, director of the peace 
program at the Asia Institute, a 
Seoul-based think tank.

“It lias brought us closer to 
nuclear catastrophe” Singh said, 
noting that what the region needs 
is closer cooperation among the 
countries.

Singh said the trilateral coopera­
tion puts too much focus on 
defense, while what the ROK and 
Japan really need to deal with is 
their economic situation.

The US has taken the Russia- 
Ukraine conflict “as an opportunity 
to refurbish NATO and lias forged 
the ‘Indo-Pacific’ strategy”, senior 
international affairs writer Jung 
E-gil, noted in a commentary pub­
lished in the ROK’s newspaper Han- 
kyoreh on Sunday.

With the Yoon government’s 
“generous concession” to Japan, 
the trilateral alliance system has 
been put back on track, he said. 
Jung quoted Haruki Wada, an 
emeritus professor at Tokyo Uni­
versity, as saying that cooperation 
with Japan in a confrontation with 
fellow Koreans in the DPRK is the 
wrong course for the ROK.

youth and students to participate in 
our programs and help more Ameri­
can families to truly know and 
understand China,” he added.

“I hope to apply what I’ve 
learned to practice and contribute 
to building a bridge of mutual 
learning and exchange between 
tiie US and China. I also hope to 
contribute to promoting cultural 
exchanges and fostering mutual 
trust between the two countries as 
a young ambassador,” Chong said. 

The association is now planning 
to establish its office in China to bet­
ter promote bilateral exchanges.

In July, the association sent a high 
school teacher and five students 
from Steilacoom, Washington, and 
Millbrae in California to participate 
in the 17th Shanghai International 
Youth Interactive Friendship Camp. 

Speaking with China Daily, Kathy 
Eastman, the teacher from Steila­
coom High School who accompanied 
the students during the trip, said 
despite all of the duties the president 
has in running a country and prepar­
ing for the international games, he 
would still find the time to write to 
them.

Xi visited Washington State twice. 
In September 2015, he visited Lin­
coln High School in Tacoma, Wash­
ington. At the school auditorium, the 
president was captivated by songs 
from the Lincoln High School choir 
and students of Fuzhou Education 
College Affiliated Middle School.

The Chinese song was In the 
Fields of Hope, while the English 
song was What a Wonderful. World. 

One of the participating Lincoln 
High School students, Maurice 
Chong, is now pursuing higher stud­
ies at Peking University, and work­
ing with both Chinese and US 
youths on a tech project for the 
Hangzhou Asian Games, which will 
begin in late September.

£

China International Import Expo 
officials credit cooperation with 
Xinjiang exhibitors and trading 
groups for boosting business and 
cultural communication among its 
participants.

The sixth CIIE is pursuing a strat­
egy of promotion while holding a 
variety of events to boost match­
making among exhibitors and buy­
ers. The latest were held on 
Thursday and Friday in Urumqi, 
capital of Northwest China’s Xinji­
ang Uygur autonomous region.

Liu Fuxue, deputy director-gener­
al of the CIIE Bureau, said at the 
event that the successful staging of 
the CIIE for five consecutive ses­
sions is thanks to the strong support 
from and cooperation with various 
trading groups and relevant organi­
zations.

Liu said the main purpose of 
holding a pre-exhibition event in 
Urumqi was to open channels of 
communication between Xinjiang 
enterprises and overseas enterpris­
es, aimed at creating economic and 
trade cooperation platforms to 
assist Xinjiang in sharing its open- 
ing-up achievements with the out­
side world while embracing a more 
open economic system.

Such an activity can also acceler­
ate the construction of a major

“We’ll miss them terribly, and I’m 
sure the community will, but they’re 
going to a great place. And you know, 
like I said, it’s bittersweet. We’ve been 
successful, which is why unfortunate­
ly we have to say goodbye,” Amaral 
said.

The curator said he and his col­
leagues will talk with their Chinese 
partners about how best to continue 

David Chong, founder and 
president of the US-China Youth 
and Student Exchange Association 

Ronald Mendiola returns to his home through a flooded street after Tropical Storm Hilary passed 
Cathedral City, California, on Monday, bryan woolston / Reuters

Real target
The real target of trilateral coop­

eration is China and not the Demo­
cratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
or DPRK, because the latter is not a 
big threat to the US, Woo told Chi­
na Daily, adding that the trilateral 
security cooperation may further 
increase tensions on the Korean 
Peninsula.

From the DPRK’s perspective, if 
it feels a bigger threat to national 
security due to the enhanced 
defense cooperation among the 
US, the ROK and Japan, it is impos­
sible for it to be willing to have a 

From left: The CUE Low-Carbon Energy and Environmental Protection Technology special committee 
hosts a closed-door meeting in Urumqi, capital of the Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, on Friday.
A business matchmaking event is held in Xinjiang on Thursday, photos provided to china daily

held at the Camp David presidential 
retreat in Maryland, in the United 
States.

Aseries of documents were adopt­
ed at the summit, including a “Com­
mitment to Consult”, which said the 
three countries committed their 
governments to “consult trilaterally 
with each other, in an expeditious 
manner, to coordinate our respons­
es to regional challenges, provoca­
tions, and threats affecting our 
collective interests and security’?

Though the documents did not 
use the term “military alliance” 
Woo Su-keun, head of the Institute 
of East Asian Studies of Korea in 
the ROK, said the trilateral meet­
ing has laid the foundation for 
forming an “Asian NATO”

We hope to receive 
more support from 
the Chinese 
government in 
promoting exchanges 
in technology, 
academics, culture, 
sports, and more for 
youth and students in 
both countries.”

Liu said the goal of the special 
committee is to build a bridge 
between the government and enter­
prises, provide a window for exhib­
itors to propose their suggestions 
and promote the healthy and sus­
tainable development of the indus­
try.

He added the committee will con­
stantly expand its influence and 
continue to gather globally 
renowned exhibitors to showcase 
low-carbon technologies and 
achievements.

Xinjiang has prominent advanta­
ges in natural resources, and the 
industry as a whole is developing 
toward high-quality, high-tech and 
low-energy consumption, Liu said. 

He pointed out that such an activ­
ity will help exhibitors understand 
the industrial characteristics and 
business environment of Xinjiang, 
assist them in exploring the local 
market and promote the green and 
low-carbon development of local 
industries.

Eleven participating companies 
from the technical equipment exhi­
bition area, including Baker 
Hughes, Milliken and Accenture, 
participated in the Urumqi event, 
covering industries such as energy, 
environmental protection, water 
treatment, new materials, and auto­
mation.

During the sixth CIIE, the Low- 
Carbon Energy and Environmental 
Protection Technology special com­
mittee will continue to carry out 
forum activities and invite partici­
pants from government, industry, 
academia and research to partici­
pate.

Chinese president’s reply to students' 
association’s letter warmly welcomed
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station will further tap the abundant 
clean energy resources in the region, 
and is estimated to replace about
4.63 million metric tons of standard 
coal once operational.

By ZHONG NAN
zhongnan@chinadaily.com.cn

By SHI JING in Shanghai 

shijing@chinadaily.com.cn

tests, driverless equipment and com­
mercial operation of smart connect­
ed vehicles.

In terms of the development of 
artificial intelligence, world leading 
algorithm innovation should be 
introduced in Lin-gang. Energy stor­
age technologies featuring longer 
usage lives, higher safety standards, 
larger capacity and lower costs will 
be another highlight in Lin-gang. 
Healthcare companies should seek 
breakthroughs in terms of cell and 
gene therapy, said Zhang.

Trade in services should also seek 
substantial development in Lin- 
gang, said Shen Weihua, deputy 
director of the Shanghai Municipal 
Commission of Commerce. There­
fore, Lin-gang will be supported to 
build an international board at the 
international trading center of the 
Shanghai Technology Exchange. For­
eign institutions will be encouraged 
to invest in Lin-gang-based techno­
logically advanced companies via the 
qualified foreign limited partner pro­
gram.

Officially included as part of the 
Shanghai FTZ in August 2019, Lin- 
gang Special Area has seen its aver­
age annual GDP growth rate stand at 
21.2 percent over the past four years.

and technology, industrial manufac­
turing, tourism and healthcare,” said 
Mohammed Al Ajlan, chairman of 
the Saudi-Chinese Business Council 
and deputy chairman of Ajlan & Bros 
Holding.

He said the Saudi company is com­
mitted to playing a role as a gateway 
to the Middle East and North Africa 
region as always, aiming to build a 
better ecosystem for China-Saudi 
industry cooperation to achieve win­
win results.

With a conviction that trade in ser­
vices will have a more substantial 
role in driving revenue growth, 
prominent Chinese retailer and 
e-commerce giant Suning.com is set 
to fortify its services prowess. 
Through the utilization of cloud­
store solutions, the company aims to 
amplify the expansion of its business 
portfolio, including 300 flagship 
stores and an additional 20,000 
retail outlets across China.

Ren Jun, president of Suning.com, 
said the company will accelerate its 
transformation from a retailer to a 
retail sendee provider, specifically a 
services-oriented retailer. This trans­
formation will involve connecting 
with a more diverse array of ecologi­
cal partners to serve a broader base 
of users and suppliers.

The Ministry of Commerce has 
designated 2023 as “Invest in China 
Year”, featuring over 20 foreign 
investment-related events, including 
CIFTIS and the 23rd China Interna­
tional Fair for Investment and Trade, 
which will take place in Xiamen, 
Fujian province, from Sept 8 to 11.

While they may affect the glob­
al nuclear industry chain, export 
controls by the administration of 
US President Joe Biden will have 
little impact on China as domes­
tic nuclear technology has 
already become the mainstay and 
its market share will only 
increase going forward, Lin said. 

His remarks came after the 
Bureau of Industry and Security, 
an arm of the US Commerce 
Department, recently asked 
exporters to obtain specific 
licenses to export certain gener­
ators, containers and software 
intended for use in nuclear 
plants in China.

The Nuclear Regulatory Com­
mission, a US federal agency 
responsible for nuclear energy 
safety, also requires exporters to 
get specific licenses to export 
special nuclear as well as source 
material.

China’s National Energy 
Administration has said previ­
ously that the localization rate of 
nuclear power equipment in 
China is currently more than 85 
percent, with a large number of 
technological breakthroughs 
and achievements in domestic 
equipment research and devel­
opment in recent years.

Two exports to China of regu­
lated nuclear material occurred 
under a general license last year, 
Reuters reported.

The recent US requirements 
are “more symbolic than sub­
stantive” nonproliferation ana­
lyst Edwin Lyman of the 
nonprofit group, Union of Con­
cerned Scientists was quoted as 
saying by Reuters. Lyman also 
expressed doubt over whether 
China’s nuclear weapons pro­
gram would be meaningfully 
impacted.

“China firmly upholds the 
international nonproliferation 
regime” and honors its obliga­
tions under the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons, said Chinese embassy 
spokesman Liu Pengyu in Wash­
ington, without offering specific 
comment on the US move.

He added that China opposes 
“putting geopolitical interests 
above nuclear nonproliferation 
efforts”.

China National Nuclear Corp 
and China General Nuclear 
Power Corp did not respond to 
requests for comment.

the Ministry of Commerce said.
Given that China’s trade volume of 

digitally deliverable services surged 
12.3 percent in the first six months, 
surpassing the overall growth rate of 
trade in services by 3.8 percentage 
points, the country will deploy more 
resources to optimize the business 
environment in this field, said Wang 
Dongtang, director-general of the 
department of trade in services and 
commercial services at the Ministry 
of Commerce.

The aim is to elevate the level of 
trade digitization and speed up the 
cultivation of new momentum in the 
digital development of trade in servi­
ces, Wang said.

CIFTIS this year will further 
emphasize its role as a leader in tech­
nological innovation, new business 
models and emerging formats, said 
Sima Hong, Beijing’s vice-mayor.

The main exhibition and nine spe­
cialized thematic exhibitions will 
focus on showcasing advanced 
achievements in specialized and 
emerging areas, including chip tech­
nology, quantum measurement and 
control, satellite remote sensing, arti­
ficial intelligence and digital health­
care, she said.

Ajlan & Bros Holding—a privately 
owned Saudi company — will show­
case the full range of business results 
achieved by the group’s joint ven­
tures with its Chinese partners at its 
booth during CIFTIS next month. 

“We are keen to strike strategic 
partnerships with more Chinese 
companies, especially in the areas we 
focus on, including finance, science

China surprisingly kept the 
benchmark for mortgage rates 
unchanged on Monday, signaling 
that a policy mix that is more sub­
stantial than cutting the bench­
mark to address the property 
sector downturn is likely on the 
horizon, experts said.

Some of the first-tier cities (Bei­
jing, Shanghai, and Shenzhen and 
Guangzhou in Guangdong prov­
ince) may ease property market 
restrictions while commercial 
banks may accelerate the repricing 
of outstanding mortgages, they said. 

The unexpected skip of a rate cut 
also reflects the intensified pressure 
on commercial banks’ profit mar­
gins, they said, indicating that meas­
ures to ease banks’ funding costs 
may follow shortly as well, with a 
focus on reducing the reserve 
requirement ratio and deposit rates. 

On Monday, the over-five-year 
loan prime rate, a market-based 
lending benchmark on which len­
ders base their interest rates for 
new mortgages, came in at 4.2 per­
cent, unchanged from July, accord­
ing to the People’s Bank of China. 

This surprised the market as 
many analysts expected die over- 
five-year LPRto drop amid ramped- 
up policy support for the property 
sector, especially as the PBOC last 
week cut die interest rate on the 
medium-term lending facility, a key 
policy benchmark, a move that usu­
ally guides LPRs lower.

Experts said die move should not 
be misread that policymakers are 
paddling back policy support for 
die property sector. Instead, the 
absence of a rate cut implies that 
regulators may be mulling otiier 
more substantial measures, as sim­
ply cutting the mortgage rate 
benchmark has proven to have a 
limited impact on shoring up the 
sluggish homebuying demand.

The over-five-year LPR decreased 
by 10 basis points to 4.2 percent in 
June. Though die move helped ease 
homebuyers’ costs, China’s property' 
sales continued to contract. The 
area of commercial buildings sold 
came in at 665.63 million square 
meters in the first seven months, 
down 6.5 percent year-on-year, 
compared with 5.3 percent in die 
first six months, according to the 
National Bureau of Statistics.

Wen Bin, chief economist at Chi­
na Minsheng Bank, said the 
impact generated by the decrease 
in tiie interest rates of new mort­
gages seems to be limited.

“Reducing the interest rates of 
outstanding mortgages can better 
play die role of anchoring expecta-

it

Capital expressway
gets long tunnel 
Beijing Capital Highway Develop­
ment Group Co Ltd, which is imple­
menting an expressway project in 
Beijing, drilled a tunnel 7.4 kilome­
ters long using the shield-tunneling 
method on Monday, the longest 
such tunnel. The three-tier east tun­
nel project, part of Beijing’s east 
sixth ring road project, is designed 
to have a two-way six-lane express­
way on die middle level, smoke vent 
on the upper level and evacuation 
and rescue routes on the lower level.

Project promises
green power 
China Three Gorges Corp said it 
started building a pumped storage 
power station in Northwest China’s 
Qjnghai province on Saturday. It will 
have the largest installed capacity of 
2.4 million kilowatts as w'ell as the 
largest regulated storage capacity' in 
the world’s highest ultra-high alti­
tude area (above 3,500 meters). The

CR24 expedites
railway depot
China Railway' 24th Bureau Group 
Corp said it is expediting construc­
tion of a depot for high-speed 
trains stopping at Wenzhou South 
Railway Station in Zhejiang prov­
ince. It has ramped up supplies for 
project teams. “It is a key project 
to facilitate transportation in 
southern parts of Zhejiang. With 
the new depot, Wenzhou South 
station will have stronger operat­
ing capacity to conduct examina­
tion and maintenance,” said Lin 
Jianqi, general manager of the 
operating company under the 
local government, adding special 
support and care will continue to 
help on-site workers.

- ’
The United States’ tightening 

control on exports to China of 
components required for nucle­
ar power plants will have only a 
limited impact on the nation’s 
nuclear energy sector, although 
it may affect the healthy devel­
opment of the global nuclear 
industry chain, industry experts 
said.

China has been rapidly devel­
oping nuclear power plants in 
recent years amid its green ener­
gy transition, achieving substan­
tial progress in domestic nuclear 
technologies, including Hua- 
long One, the country’s third- 
generation nuclear power tech 
until full intellectual property 
rights, said Lin Boqiang, head of 
the China Institute for Studies in 
Energy Policy at Xiamen Univer­
sity.

In addition to nuclear tech­
nology like Hualong One, Lin 
said most of the other equip­
ment has also been produced 
locally in recent years. Hualong 
One is one of the most widely 
accepted series of third-genera­
tion nuclear power reactors glo­
bally at present.

The 29 measures rolled out on 
Monday by the Shanghai municipal 
govermnent for Lin-gang Special 
Area wall facilitate the development 
of frontier industries and help the 
area further explore its role as a spe­
cial economic zone by realizing 
more breakthroughs in institutional 
arrangements, said local officials.

Large scale stress tests will be con­
ducted regarding cross-border data 
flow, cross-border and offshore 
finance, intellectual property rights 
protection and fair competition, 
according to the newly released 
measures.

In this sense, more pioneering sup­
portive policies wall be implemented 
m Lin-gang so that more successful 
practices can be made in this part of 
the China (Shanghai) Free Trade 
Zone. The moves will in turn help 
China to align with major agree­
ments such as the Comprehensive 
and Progressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership and the 
Digital Economy Partnership Agree­
ment, said Chen Jinshan, director of 
Lin-gang Special Area.

Yangshan Special Comprehensive 
Bonded Zone, which was unveiled in 
May 2020, should strengthen coop­
eration with markets such as Singa­
pore, the United Kingdom and 
Dubai. It should further develop 
innovative businesses so that a better 
policy environment can be created 
for regional high-quality economic

tions, stabilizing the property sector 
and shoring up credit expansion,” 
Wen said, adding that holding the 
over-five-year LPR unchanged will 
help commercial banks maintain a 
reasonable profit margin and 
reserve the scope for them to reduce 
the interest rates on outstanding 
mortgages at an early date.

At a joint meeting of the PBOC, 
the National Financial Regulatory 
Administration and the China Secu­
rities Regulatory Commission on 
Friday, it w'as decided that the prices 
of new and outstanding financial 
products should be coordinated 
while property credit policies should 
be adjusted and optimized.

“It takes the coordination and 
optimization of more property sec­
tor policies to promote a substantive 
recovery in market expectations,” 
said a report by the China Index 
Academy, a real estate data and ana­
lytics provider. The report indicated 
a growing likelihood of the first-tier 
cities easing their property market 
restrictive measures in the short 
term as their areas of weekly home 
sales have dropped by nearly 30 per­
cent compared with July since the 
beginning of August.

Potential measures include 
reducing down payment require­
ments, easing homebuying restric­
tions and reducing taxes and fees on 
home transactions, the report said. 

While the over-five-year LPR 
was held steady on Monday, the 
one-year LPR, on which lenders 
base their short-term financing to 
enterprises and consumer loans, 
dropped by 10 basis points to 3.45 
percent, the second decline this 
year following one in June.

The move will help spur individ­
uals’ credit demand and corporate 
financing needs, but more efforts 
are needed at an early date to 
reverse the worsening investor con­
fidence and market expectations, 
experts said.

On Monday, the benchmark 
Shanghai Composite Index 
dropped by 1.24 percent to 3092.98 
points, going below the psychologi­
cal level of 3100 points and marking 
the lowest reading in seven months. 

“Big steps in policy adjustments 
are needed. Otherwise, market 
expectations may not be able to 
turn around,” said Gong Liutang, a 
member of the 14th National Com­
mittee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference. 

Gong, also a professor of applied 
economics at Peking University’s 
Guanghua School of Management, 
underscored the need for further 
easing of interest rates, boosting 
the scale of central government 
bonds and promoting consump­
tion tax reform.

*■ r i

development and high-standard 
opening-up, said Chen.

More power will be delegated to 
Lin-gang in terms of industrial 
upgrading, urban construction, tal­
ent attraction and comprehensive 
law enforcement, according to the 
new measures.

Companies specialized in low-car­
bon, green energy and trade in servi­
ces will be better supported. Clusters 
of frontier industries should be able 
to seek foster development. To that 
end, the 20-billion-y’uan ($2.7 billion) 
technology innovation fund 
launched in Lin-gang in March 
should be better utilized, focusing on 
investment in smaller companies at 
an early stage and on key technologi­
cal breakthroughs, according to the 
new measures.

Ruan Qing, deputy director of 
Shanghai Municipal Development & 
Reform Commission, said smart con­
nected cars should be promoted in 
Lin-gang while a high-level, low-car­
bon green data center should be set 
up in the area.

Zhang Hongtao, deputy director of 
Shanghai Municipal Commission of 
Economy and Informatization, said 
that Lin-gang should lead the way in 
breakthroughs in terms of driverless

ByZHOULANXU
zhoulanxv@chiTiadaily.com.cn

By ZHENG XIN
zhengxin @chinadaily.com xn
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Visitors seen at an expo focusing on sports in Beijing last week, which is related to the services trade fair 
in the capital next month, yuan yi / for china daily

A view of Lin-gang Special Area in Shanghai, fang zhe / xinhua

LPR not cut; 
market expects

Experts say regulators may consider 
other steps to shore up troubled sector

China will expedite progress in 
crafting both national and pilot free 
trade zone versions of the negative 
list governing cross-border trade in 
services, amid efforts to further 
advance its opening-up, government 
officials said on Monday.

They made the remarks ahead of 
the 2023 China International Fair for 
Trade in Services, which will be held 
from Sept 2 to 6 in Beijing.

Chen Chunjiang, assistant minis­
ter of commerce, said that in addi­
tion to proactively aligning with 
high-standard international eco­
nomic and trade rules, the govern­
ment will upgrade the establishment 
of national demonstration zones for 
innovative development of trade in 
services.

The country will also build high- 
standard service outsourcing dem­
onstration cities to cultivate new 
forms and models of services trade in 
various sectors, thus creating fresh 
momentum in service exports, said 
Chen.

In contrast to goods trade, trade in 
services refers to the sale and deliv­
ery of intangible sendees, such as 
transportation, finance, tourism, 
telecommunications, construction, 
advertising, computing and 
accounting.

China’s trade in sendees main­
tained growth momentum in the 
first half, with cumulative trade val­
ue growing 8.5 percent year-on-year 
to 3.14 trillion yuan ($429.65 billion),
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renewable energy, demand for reliable and 
affordable conventional energy remains 
strong.

China has made substantial progress in low­
er-carbon energy and more efficient refining 
and petrochemical processes in recent years, 
with a focus on emissions reductions and 
improving energy efficiency.

As a result, Aramco is determined to further 
reduce the low carbon intensity of oil produc­
tion, while working on solutions such as 
advanced carbon capture and storage, to sup­
port China’s energy and development priori­
ties, he said.

An analyst said China’s efforts in die past 
few years to attract more foreign capital and 
ensure a level playing field for both domestic 
and foreign companies have played a key role 
in encouraging foreign companies in the refin­
ing sector.

China has attracted several international 
companies, including ExxonMobil, BASF and 
Aramco, to invest hi China, either through 
joint ventures or wholly owned projects, said 
Wang Lining, director at the Oil Market 
Research Department of the Economics and 
Technology Research Institute of China 
National Petroleum Corp.

The diversification of the domestic petro­
chemical market will further encourage 
market competition in China’s high-end 
petrochemical products industry while 
international cooperation with other coun­
tries will facilitate global economic stability 
and development, Wang said.

Al Qahtani said that opportunities in 
the growing Chinese market enable 
Aramco to not only establish a strong 
foothold in the downstream sector but 
also capture a share of the growing energy 
demand with a special emphasis on high­
ly integrated refining and petrochemical 
complexes.

services via integrating sea, land and air 
services, and providing more convenient 
services for mainland passengers heading 
to global destinations via Hong Kong Inter­
national Airport.

In September, Cathay Pacific will launch 
a lounge at Shekou Port in Shenzhen, 
Guangdong province, which will become 
the airline’s first lounge located outside of 
airports.

Meanwhile, a third runway at Hong 
Kong International Airport is expected to 
start operation by the end of 2024. Cathay 
Pacific has full confidence in its future 
operations. It recently announced an order 
for an additional 32 Airbus single-aisle air­
craft, including A321neo and A320neo, 
which are expected to join the fleet by 
2029.

According to the Hong Kong Tourism 
Board, the city received 16.5 million visitors 
in the first seven months of this year, 
including 13.1 million visitors from the Chi­
nese mainland. In July, 3.6 million visitors 
arrived in Hong Kong, up 31 percent over 
June. Among them, 2.97 million visitors 
came from the mainland.

The Hong Kong Tourism Board said 
the travel market in the city is recover­
ing steadily. Referring to visitor origin, 
the Southeast Asian market recovered 
the fastest, followed by the Chinese 
mainland market, which recovered to 
some 70 percent of the pre-pandemic 
levels.

The International Air Transport Associa­
tion recently reported that global consum­
ers have indicated high levels of confidence 
in travel. Bookings indicate that the high­
est growth is foreseen in the Asia-Pacific 
region, the Middle East and Europe, the 
IATA found.
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Technicians undertake examination work on a Cathay Pacific aircraft at Xiaoshan International Airport in Hangzhou. 
Zhejiang province, in June, zhu difeng / for china daily

Ronald Lam, CEO of Cathay Pacific 
Group

An overhead 
image taken on 
Aug 11 shows a 
solar power 
station built by 
China Energy 
Engineering Corp 
in Zhangye,
Gansu province. 
JIN LIANGKUAI/XINHUA

Oil, gas giant to up downstream efforts, gain 
bigger role in energy security, green transition

Saudi Aramco plans to continue expanding 
its downstream presence in China to support 
the country’s energy security while facilitating 
its green transition, said a top company official. 

“The scale of the industrial footprint and 
China’s demand growth present significant 
opportunities for Aramco. China is strategical­
ly important to our business growth in Asia 
and worldwide, and we will remain a reliable 
source of long-term oil supply?’ said Moham­
med Y Al Qahtani, Saudi Aramco’s president of 
downstream business.

Aramco believes that demand for petrole­
um products in China is recovering robustly, 
especially in the transport and petrochemical 

sectors.
While the majority of the growth of global 

oil demand this year is coming from China, the 
country’s oil demand is likely to continue ris­
ing with living standards continuing to 
improve, especially over the coming decade, 
driven by robust demand for chemicals, the 
company said.

“This year, China is expected to contribute 
more than one-third of total global economic 
growth. Its economic recovery is especially 
important in the global economic picture, par­
ticularly involving commodities. For example, 
more than half of the world’s oil demand 
growth this year could come from China 
alone,” said Al Qahtani.

Earlier this year, Aramco announced its 
partnership with Norinco Group and Panjin 
Xincheng Industrial Group to develop a major 
refinery and petrochemical complex in North­
east China’s Liaoning province. It has also 
completed the acquisition of a 10 percent stake 
in Rongsheng Petrochemical Co Ltd in Zhe­
jiang province.

Al Qahtani said while there is growing use of
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Cathay Pacific Airways, the largest carri­
er in the Hong Kong Special Administra­
tive Region, said it plans to recruit more 
pilots and flight attendants from the Chi­
nese mainland, as it aims to further 
strengthen its connections with the main­
land and meet growing travel demand.

In July, Cathay Pacific, for the first time, 
began hiring about 200 to 300 flight 
attendants from the Chinese mainland this 
year. So far, more than 2,000 candidates 
have filed applications. Starting next year, 
the carrier plans to hire about 400 to 500 
flight attendants annually and at least 800 
cadet pilots from the mainland before 2025 
to further improve its services.

“The capacity of Cathay Pacific and our 
budget arm HK Express together has 
resumed to nearly 60 percent of the pre- 
COVID levels. Capacity is on track to 
rebound to 70 percent by the end of the 
year, with full recovery by the end of 
2024,” Ronald Lam, CEO of Cathay Pacific 
Group, said during his recent visit to Bei­
jing.

HK Express, a low-cost carrier that Cat­
hay Pacific acquired in 2019, has an exten­
sive network in Asia. Benefiting from 
strong travel demand, the number of 
flights operated by the carrier has exceeded 
pre-pandemic levels.

Currently, Cathay Pacific operates more 
than 140 round-trip flights connecting 
Hong Kong and 15 Chinese mainland cit­
ies. It aims to bring the total number to 
more than 160 round-trip flights by the end 
of October.

By the end of October, 28 weekly round­
trip flights will be added connecting Bei­

jing and Hong Kong, and Cathay Pacific 
will operate 51 weekly round-trip flights 
connecting Shanghai and Hong Kong.

In the first six months, Cathay Pacific’s 
net profit surged to HK$4.3 billion 
($548.8 million), and the carrier’s busi­
ness performance realized a year-on- 
year turnaround from loss to 
profitability, as it moved past the impact 
of the pandemic and saw stronger pas­
senger demand.

The airline carried 7.8 million passen­
gers in the first half of this year, up from 
335,000 passengers in the same period last 
year, it said.

Lam added that Cathay Pacific will con­
tinue to speed up investment in the Guang- 
dong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area 
by expanding multimodal transportation

By ZHENG XIN
zhengxin@chinadaily.com.cn
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The capacity of Cathay 
Pacific and our budget 
arm HK Express together 
has resumed to nearly 60 
percent of the pre-COVID 
levels. Capacity is on track 
to rebound to 70 percent 
by the end of the year, 
with full recovery by the 
end of 2024.”
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BUSINESSFOCUS

Yuan marches forward in global settlements
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Foreign consumers place orders at Yiwu International Trade Market in Yiwu, Zhejiang province, in May. qian xusheng / for china daily

5«ii£

T

fa

: ii

___

JuXI

I

Dong Yi, an analyst at Shenwan Hongyuan Securities
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By SHI JING in Shanghai 

shijing@chinadaily.com.cn

Contact the writers at
mazhenhuan@chinadaily.com.cn
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Pay this February, more than 16,000 
merchants in the Yiwu Internation­
al Trade Market have opened 
accounts at Yiwu Pay,” Zhang said. 

In other words, about 30 percent 
of the merchants who operate 
75,000 stores using the market have 
signed up for the service.

“Cross-border RMB settlements 
valued at over a billion yuan have 
gone through our platform, with the 
volume expected to surge to more 
than 7 billion yuan at the end of the

By MA ZHENHUAN
and QI XIAO in Yiwu, Zhejiang

year,” she added.
Indeed, the first cross-border ren­

minbi payment from Saudi Arabia 
to China was sent through Yiwu Pay. 

Innovations like Yiwu Pay, which 
has partnered with over 400 banks 
and financial institutions in more 
than 120 countries and regions, and 
supports 20 major currencies for 
international settlement, have 
made cross-border renminbi settle­
ment a more attractive and viable 
option.

Services provided by traditional 
channels such as SWIFT and banks 
are increasingly ill-equipped to 
meet new market needs, such as the 
exploding development of cross- 
border e-commerce, said Wu, from 
E-ter Network.

SWIFT (the Society for World­
wide Interbank Financial Telecom­
munications) is an international 
payment network.

“We usually have to wait for at 
least several days, sometimes even 
weeks, before receiving or making a 
cross-border payment through tra­
ditional channels,” Wu said. “Now it 
takes only a few hours or minutes to 
finish the transfer, and we don’t 
have to worry about exchange rate 
fluctuations, either.”

An added appeal is that these 
innovations have provided more 
security for cross-border yuan 
settlements.

Yang Fang, a vendor from the 
Yiwra International Trade Market, 
once had her bank account frozen 
after a payment for goods worth 
40,000 yuan was transferred to it 
from a Vietnamese customer.

Although part of a routine anti­
fraud and anti-money laundering 
investigation conducted by the 
authorities, the incident still affect­
ed her business, as a large amount of 
the money in the account was made 
unavailable for a three-month 
period.

As the renminbi’s internationali­
zation advances, more presence of 
the Chinese currency will be seen in 
the offshore market, with the dual 
counter model recently introduced 
in Hong Kong serving as one of the 
latest signs of progress.

Starting from June 19, a total of 
24 Hong Kong-listed companies, 
accounting for 40 percent of the 
average daily turnover of the cash 
equities market, were included in 
the new Hong Kong dollar-renmin- 
bi dual counter model. These stocks 
can thus be traded and settled both 
in yuan and Hong Kong dollars, 
while only the latter were accepted 
before this new arrangement.

The introduction of the dual 
counter model is crucial for Hong 
Kong, which is already the major 
global offshore yuan hub, as the Chi­
nese currency’s ongoing interna­
tionalization “will be one of the 
defining characteristics of global 
markets in the next decade” said 
Nicolas Aguzin, CEO of Hong Kong 
Exchanges and Clearing Ltd.

Dong Yi, an analyst at Shenwan 
Hongyuan Securities, said products 
available for renminbi holders are 
quite limited in the offshore market, 
with “dim sum” bonds — offshore 
yuan-denominated bonds — bank 
deposits and funds issued by quali­
fied foreign institutional investors 
and renminbi-qualified foreign 
institutional investors serving as the 
three most popular choices.

Back on Dec 6, E-ter Network 
based in Yiwu, Zhejiang province, 
received a payment from a Saudi 
Arabian client for daily necessities 
such as storage boxes, w'ater bottles 
and handbags.

It took less than six hours for the 
money to reach the company’s bank 
account, said Wu Jiajia, a member of 
the company’s top management, 
much fester than he originally 
expected.

“The transaction was initiated at 
about 5 pm Beijing time, and some­
times after 10 pm, we got a phone 
message notifying us of the arrival 
of the payment,” Wu said. 

“Over 1.6 million yuan ($218,722),” 
he added.

The amount may seem small. 
During the year 2022, E-ter Network 
handled exports of goods worth 
more than 150 million yuan to Saudi 
Arabia.

But it w'as the first cross-border 
business transaction between Yiwu 
and the Middle East nation — and 
indeed between China and the Arab 
world — settled in renminbi, the 
Chinese currency.

“It means we can conduct more 
business with our clients in Saudi 
Arabia directly in yuan,” Wu said.

A county-level city with a perma­
nent population of a little more than 
1.86 million, Yiwu, located some 140 
kilometers from the provincial capi­
tal of Hangzhou, is better known as 
the world’s capital for small com­
modities, selling a wide range of 
consumer goods, ranging from daily 
use items to sports-related products. 

Statistics from Yiwu’s commerce 
bureau indicate that the city now 
sells more than 2.1 million types of 
products to over 230 countries and 
regions, and some 65 percent of 
Yiwm’s trade in goods is for export. 

The highly export-oriented busi­
ness nature and the city’s close trade 
connections with emerging econo­
mies like the Arab world, Africa, 
Southeast Asia and South America, 
have made Yiwu a key testing 
ground in China’s efforts to interna­
tionalize its currency.

In December 2012, Yiwu became 
the first Chinese city to launch a 
pilot reform program of cross-bor­
der renminbi settlement for individ­
ual traders and small businesses, 
effectively lifting restrictions on the 
amount of yuan settlements they 
were previously subject to.

Chinese businesspersons in 
such cities were — and are — per­
mitted to exchange the equivalent 
of no more than $50,000 in for­
eign currency every year, as per

commodities. The renminbi has 
made progress in all three areas, 
which is especially noticeable after 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Much progress has been made 
this year. The Central Bank of Argen­
tina announced on June 29 it would 
accept renminbi as the currency 
allowed for deposits and withdraw­
als in the Argentine banking system. 
Argentine financial entities are 
allowed to start yuan-denominated 
savings and time deposit businesses. 

On April 10, the Bank of Russia, 
the country’s central bank, 
announced that the yuan/rouble 
pair hogged a record 39 percent 
share of trading on the Russian cur­
rency market in March, dethroning 
the US dollar/rouble pair, whose 
share fell to 34 percent.

On March 28, Chinese national oil 
company CNOOC and France’s 
TotalEnergies settled the first yuan- 
denominated trade for liquefied 
natural gas via the Shanghai Petro­
leum and Natural Gas Exchange.

In February, the People’s Bank of 
China, the country’s central bank, 
signed an agreement with Brazil’s 
central bank for yuan settlements. 
This indicates that the two countries 
can use the currency as an interme­
diary currency in trade.

According to data updated by the 
Society for Worldwide Interbank 
Financial Telecommunications, or 
SWIFT, on July 20, the Chinese yuan 
remained the fifth most active cur­
rency for global payments by value, a 
position that the currency has main­
tained for 17 consecutive months.

*
Pedestrians walk past the Exchange Square complex, which houses 
the Hong Kong stock exchange, in Hong Kong in June. 
LI ZHIHUA / CHINA NEWS SERVICE

While she understood the necessi­
ty of the procedure and fully cooper­
ated with the investigation, Yang, 
like many other traders who have 
had similar experiences, said she 
“just hoped to have a more secure 
platform for merchants to ensure 
the normal and unhindered flow of 
legitimate funds”

In addition, external factors play 
an important role in spurring the 
expansion of cross-border renminbi 
settlements.

“After the Russia-Ukraine conflict 
began, our Russian clients started 
making payments in yuan, sporadi­
cally at first, and then by May this 
year, they began to settle every deal 
in renminbi,” Zhang Li, who owns a 
foreign trade company exporting 
hardware and power tools in Hang­
zhou, told Zhejiang-based Tide 
News.

Settling business in yuan is appar­
ently a “great thing” for Zhang, who 
has been pining for it since she start­
ed working in foreign trade 14 years 
ago.

“Now we don’t have to convert 
roubles into dollars and then into 
yuan — and vice versa,” she said. “It 
is more convenient and stable.”

Zhang’s experience and senti­
ments have been shared by other 
traders in Yiwu.

“Of course, we prefer to conduct 
transactions in the local currency,” 
said Ali Maged, a 35-year-old Yeme­
ni wfeo first came to Yiwu in 2007 
and later set up his own trading 
company in the city.

“While we can’t force the clients 
to use a particular currency?’ he said, 
“more and more are choosing to set­
tle in renminbi, especialty those 
from countries affected by US sanc­
tions, such as Russia and Iraq.”

Local authorities in Yiwu have 
also stepped up efforts and come up 
with new initiatives to further boost 
cross-border yuan settlement. In 
late May, a China-Africa renminbi 
settlement center was inaugurated 
in the city to expand cross-border 
transactions between the two sides, 
as Yiwu’s imports and exports to the 
continent hit 49.38 billion yuan in 
the first half of 2023, up 31 percent 

year-on-year.
Meanwhile, China has continued 

to encourage the use of the yuan all 
over the world and signed bilateral 
currency swap agreements with 
more than 40 countries and regions. 

SWIFT announced recently that 
the Chinese currency’s share in 
global payments had increased for 
five consecutive months to 2.77 per­
cent in June, the highest level since 
January 2022.

The latest research report 
released by the International Mone­
tary Institute of Renmin University 
of China showed that compared 
with 2021, the Renminbi Interna­
tionalization Index grew by 18.08 
percent at the end of 2022 and will 
keep rising.
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relevant regulations.
By the end of December 2013, a 

year after the pilot scheme was put 
in place, figures from the local 
branch of the People’s Bank of China 
— the country’s central bank — 
show that 16 banks in Yiwu had 
opened individual cross-border 
trade renminbi settlement business 
services. They handled 12,000 trans­
actions for 1,693 market entities, 
with the total amount reaching 8.6 
billion yuan and covering 76 coun­
tries and regions.

Roughly a decade later, in the year 
2022 alone, some 176 countries and 
regions conducted cross-border ren­
minbi settlements worth 56.54 bil­
lion yuan with Yiwu traders, a year- 
on-year increase of 56.23 percent, 
and close to 61 percent of the settle­
ments, or 34.42 billion, were for 
individuals, a year-on-year increase 
of45.09 percent.

With its exports standing at over 
430 billion yuan last year, this 
means that over 13 percent of the 
deals in Yiwu w'ere done in renmin­
bi, with more expected going 
forward.

Cross-border yuan settlements 
have been on the rise, particularly 
over the past few years, said Zhang 
Wenjing, deputy general manager of 
Yiwu Pay, a third-party platform 
that helps facilitate cross-border 
payments for the city’s merchants. 

“Since the official launch of Yiwu
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The dual counter model can help meet 
the increasingly larger offshore renminbi 
investment demand.”

Traders check out Yiwu’s small commodities in May. Its highly 
export-oriented business nature has made the city a key testing 
ground in China's efforts to internationalize its currency. 
QIAN XUSHENG / FOR CHINA DAILY

East China’s 
industrial hub 
leads way in 
cross-border biz 
transactions
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The QFII and RQFII funds main­
ly target the Chinese mainland 
financial market. The annual issu­
ance value has stood above 200 bil­
lion yuan ($2734 billion) since 
2020. But as of the end of the first 
quarter, the value of yuan-denomi­
nated deposits had approached 800 
billion yuan in Hong Kong, much 
larger than the size of dim sum 
bonds.

“The dual counter model can help 
meet the increasingly larger off­
shore renminbi investment 
demand,” said Dong.

Wu Fei, a professor from the 
Shanghai Advanced Institute of 
Finance at Shanghai Jiao Tong Uni­
versity, said the internationalization 
of the renminbi is inseparable from 
a mature offshore yuan market. 
Thanks to the lower remittance 
costs in offshore markets, capital 
flows more efficiently here, which 
can be translated into higher will­
ingness to hold yuan-denominated 
assets.

Meanwhile, the development of 
the offshore renminbi financial 
market can help to complete the 
mechanisms for cross-border yuan 
settlements and direct outbound 
investments. The Chinese curren­
cy’s role as an international reserve 
currency will thus be elevated, he 
said.

According to the macroeconomic 
research team at China Merchants 
Securities, the internationalization 
of a currency is mainly measured by 
international payments, foreign 
exchange reserves and pricing of

In terms of foreign exchange spot 
transactions worldwide, the yuan 
ranked as the fifth most frequently 
exchanged currency for the second 
consecutive month in June, accord­
ing to SWIFT. The fifth position was 
taken by die Canadian dollar in 
April, when the renminbi ranked 
sixth.

But more efforts can be made to 
further elevate the yuan’s impor­
tance in the international market

Zhou Xiaochuan, vice-chairman 
of the Boao Forum for Asia, said 
the yuan should be used more con­
veniently, with its convertibility 
improved. Further opening-up in 
the capital market, including facili­
tating investment in Chinese 
stocks, bonds and foreign 
exchange markets — and making 
credit and payment sectors more 
accessible to overseas institutions 
— will help make the renminbi 
more convertible.

But all these will require further 
reforms in the foreign exchange 
management system, said Zhou, 
former governor of die PBOC.

Experts from China Securities 
wrote in a report in late June that 
countries and regions included in 
the Belt and Road Initiative will be 
major drivers of the yuan’s interna­
tionalization, which is especially 
true as these economies have shown 
stronger demand for renminbi giv­
en the current geopolitical changes. 

China’s adequate gold reserves 
will help die yuan expand its foot­
prints globally, said die China Secu­
rities analysts.

Renminbi ramps up 
internationalization pace
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Maybe German media is mocking
more than the minister s aircraft

US trying to politicize nuclear nonproliferation
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Zhang Weili demonstrates Chinese womens power

Vietnam trip heralds more troublemaking

E
What They Say

EU’s ‘de-risking’ bears hallmarks of‘decoupling’
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Although the United States 
actively promotes a “de-risking” 
policy in relation to China, it was 
the European Union that first put 
forward the concept against the 
backdrop of the Ukraine crisis with 
the aim of ending its reliance on 
Russia for oil and natural gas, as 
well as to provide itself with a cush­
ion zone to shun the “decoupling” 
practices of the US, which Brussels 
thinks go too far.

However, as Washington tries to 
replace “decoupling” with “de-risk- 
ing” in its China-containment strate­
gy to avoid overstretching the EU 
and ease tensions with Beijing, more 
and more EU politicians and compa­
nies are slipping into the rhetoric 
trap of the US, as they no longer 
regard “de-risking” as an economic, 
industrial or technological necessity 
for security, but a political tool to 
suppress the development of ideo­
logical foes.

As such, with China being 
smeared by the US as a “threat” to

competitors, including boxing and 
wrestling, among others. 

Along the way, Zhang has been 
growing and gaining new abilities. 
Her fighting spirit is commendable, 
the reason why some are already 
calling Zhang a legend. 

However, it will be more appro­
priate to say that she is a legendary 
Chinese female athlete who has 
impressed the world with her per­
formances.

At the International University 
Sports Federation World University 
Games 2023 held in Chengdu, Sich­
uan province, from July 28 to Aug 
8, several Chinese female athletes 
won applause, such as Wu Yanni 
with her performance in the wom-

Chinese athlete Zhang Weili 
made history with a record-high 
striking differential in the women’s 
Ultimate Fighting Championship 
on Saturday.

Upon winning, she introduced 
herself to spectators as Zhang Weili 
from China, drawing loud cheers. 
The world will not forget her victo­
ry or her nationality in a hurry 
now.

Zhang is already a legend, not 
just because she won, but also 
because of her hard work and her 
fighting spirit. Unlike other con­
tests, the UFC allows the player to 
choose his/her favored form of 
martial arts, and Zhang chose dif­
ferent methods against different

gency, it is the EU that has taken 
the initiative to weaponize these 
factors first. Indeed, the EU 
remains a key partner of China. 
But the underlying logic of bilater­
al cooperation appears to be 
changing.

The EU is restructuring its 
industrial policy, focusing on raw 
materials, semiconductors, batter­
ies, hydrogen energy, cloud com­
puting and other fields to increase 
its own investment and reduce 
import dependence. It is a pity that 
Chinese investors and companies 
are mostly kept out of that process, 
simply because they come from 
China.

Many Western businesspeople 
say they feel pressured to fall in 
line with the “de-risking” drive, 
and they are adjusting their busi­
ness strategy in China accordingly. 

De-risking will therefore inevita­
bly hurt the EU’s interests in the 
long run.

Western “values”, “de-risking” in 
the EU does not stress self-reliance 
in some key fields of technology 
and resources anymore, and it is 
not based on facts any longer 
either, but rather the EU is seeking 
to eliminate Chinese products, ser­
vices, technologies and investments 
from the key market sectors as 
instructed by Washington. 

True, the EU upholds certain 
strategic autonomy in the process, 
as its “de-risking” moves also 
include some targeting the US, par­
ticularly in green energy, digital 
services and artificial intelligence, 
in which the US’ subsidies and 
monopoly cause wide concerns in 
Brussels.

But most of its “de-risking” meas­
ures are to decouple the EU’s indus­
try, economy and technology from 
those of China.

Although the EU claims it is 
doing so to prevent other parties 
from weaponizing these factors 
against the bloc in case of emer-

grounded in 2024.
German government executive 

jets are notorious for breaking 
down. Former German chancellor 
Angela Merkel missed the opening 
ceremony of the G20 Summit in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, in Novem­
ber 2018, because a radio system 
failure forced her aircraft to return 
mid-way.

The same year, then German 
finance minister Olaf Scholz had to 
take a civilian aircraft to return 
from an International Monetary 
Fund meeting because rodents bit 
into the government aircraft’s 
cables.

Thorsten Benner, co-founder and 
director of the Global Public Policy 
Institute, a German think tank, and 
also a member of Baerbock’s entou­
rage, said the trip was carefully 
choreographed to demonstrate 
Germany’s commitment to the 
“Indo-Pacific”, a geopolitical con­
cept coined by Washington, but 
ended up becoming a perfect meta­
phor for the “German decline” nar­
rative.

Almost all of Germany’s econom-

arlier this month, US President Joe Biden 
said he would be traveling to Vietnam 
“shortly” because the country wanted to 
elevate its relationship with the United

States. According to reports, he is planningto do so 
in mid-September with the intention of signing a 
strategic partnership agreement with Hanoi.

The agreement will allow for new bilateral collab­
oration that will boost Vietnam’s efforts to develop 
its high-tech sector in areas such as semiconductor 
production and artificial intelligence.

The more salient, if unspoken, purposes are to 
strengthen the US’ grip on semiconductor produc­
tion and the implementation of its “Indo-Pacific” 
strategy, which is all about suppressing China and 
containing its influence in the region. It is an estab­
lished tactic of the Biden administration to try and 
stoke tensions between China and its neighbors, so 
as to draw the latter closer to the US.

If such an agreement is signed, it will mark a sig­
nificant improvement in US-Vietnam ties, paving 
the way for closer diplomatic, economic and techno­
logical cooperation between them. There is also 
some conjecture that the US could increase weapon 
supplies to Vietnam and strengthen its military 
cooperation with the country.

Such a prospect may bolster Biden’s image at

home and gain some political capital for him to 
leverage for the presidential election next year. 
However, even US experts and officials do not 
believe that Washington can turn Hanoi against 
Beijing. High-ranking Vietnamese officials have 
repeatedly pledged that Vietnam gives top priority 
to its relations with Beijing.

TWo months ago in Beijing, visiting Vietnamese 
Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh told his Chinese 
hosts that his country opposes the politicization of 
economic issues and will never allow any force to 
drive a wedge between the two neighbors.

Hence, it is clear Vietnam does not want to take 
sides in the US’ strategic competition against Chi­
na. As China has repeatedly pointed out, the US 
maneuvering is by no means some kind of bless­
ing for the region, but instead a symptom of its 
pathological need to disrupt regional peace and 
stability.

Countries in the region should remain on high 
alert to the US’ actions as they run counter to the 
common aspirations of the region for peace, devel­
opment, cooperation and win-win outcomes. To 
salvage its waning reputation and influence, the 
US should cease its attempts to make trouble in the 
region, and instead demonstrate leadership for the 
common good of all countries in the region.

political conflict with China to the nuclear non­
proliferation sector at the expense of global 
nuclear security.

The move only serves to further squeeze the 
room for any possible improvement in Sino-US 
relations. One cannot but wonder whether the 
Biden administration is being sincere when it 
says it wants to manage relations with China, 
which it has done on numerous occasions.

China and the US have engaged in extensive 
nuclear energy cooperation over the past several 
decades, with four Westinghouse Electric Com­
pany units using AP1000 technology already in 
operation in China. The company is now proceed­
ing with the construction of four additional 
AP1000 reactors in China. The former Donald 
Trump administration had already issued restric­
tions on exports of nuclear reactor technology 
more advanced than the AP1000 in 2018, citing 
proliferation concerns. The additional restric­
tions imposed by Washington will only bring 
more uncertainty to future China-US nuclear 
cooperation.

China remains the world’s largest market for 
nuclear power plants, with plans to build dozens of 
new nuclear reactors by 2035, with the aim that 
nuclear power accounts for 10 percent of the coun­
try’s total power production, as compared with 5 
percent at present Further US restrictions will 
only hurt the interests of US nuclear companies, 
and compromise the global green agenda to deal 
with climate change.

n yet another blow to the already souring 
bilateral relations, the Joe Biden administra­
tion has tightened controls on the export of 
materials and components for nuclear power

plants to China on the spurious grounds that it 
would help prevent the proliferation of nuclear 

weapons.
The Bureau of Industry and Security, an arm 

of the US Commerce Department, requires 
exporters to obtain specific licenses to export 
certain generators, containers and software 
intended for use in nuclear plants in China. The 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the federal 
agency responsible for nuclear energy safety, 
also requires exporters to get specific licenses to 
export special nuclear material and source 
material.

The set of restrictions is being rolled out after the 
Biden administration issued a ban early this 
month on new US investments in China targeting 
artificial intelligence, advanced semiconductors 
and quantum technologies, in addition to the wide 
range of economic and trade sanctions against 
China that are already in place.

China is the only nuclear-armed country in the 
world that commits itself to a no first-use of 
nuclear weapons policy, and it has always 
remained a steadfast supporter of the interna­
tional nonproliferation regime. By suggesting 
China is not honoring its obligations under the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap­
ons, the United States is trying to extend the geo-

he visit President Xi Jinping is paying to 
South Africa from Monday to Thursday, 
during which he will attend the 15th 
BRICS Summit in Johannesburg and

pay a state visit to the country, looks set to inject 
fresh vitality into the development of bilateral ties 
as well as Sino-African relations at large.

President Xi has visited Africa four times over 
the past decade, and South Africa, the first African 
country to sign the Belt and Road Cooperation 
document and China’s largest trading partner in 
Africa for 13 consecutive years, has been on his 
itinerary on three occasions during that period of 
time. That indicates the tremendous significance 
China attaches to its relations with South Africa 
and the continent as a whole.

Since China established diplomatic relations 
with the first African country — Egypt in 1956 — 
China and Africa have forged an unbreakable fra­
ternity in their struggle against imperialism and 
colonialism, and their respective journeys 
toward development and revitalization. The key 
lies in the everlasting spirit of China-Africa 
friendship and cooperation forged between the 
two sides.

This year marks the 10th anniversary of Presi­
dent Xi putting forward the principles of “sinceri­
ty, real results, amity and good faith” as guidelines 
for China’s Africa policy. And under these princi­
ples, China-Africa relations have made historic 
achievements that have brought tremendous tan­
gible benefits to both peoples through such major 
projects as the Africa Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention Headquarters, the Foundiougne 
Bridge in Senegal, the Nairobi Expressway and 
the Mombasa-Nairobi Railway.

As President Xi pointed out in a signed article 
published in South African media on Monday, a 
strong China-Africa relationship and productive 
China-Africa cooperation provide impetus for 
global development.

Tb ensure that the people of China and Africa 
benefit from the development outcomes, the two 
sides should further expand their cooperation in 
agriculture, manufacturing, new energy and the 
digital economy, and facilitate the African conti­
nent’s economic integration, industrialization 
and agricultural modernization.

As Xi noted, China looks forward to African 
countries and the African Union playing a greater 
role in international and regional affairs, because 
what the world needs today is peace, not conflict; 
and what the world wants is coordination, not con­
frontation. China and Africa should “fear no 
hegemony”, and work with each other as real part­
ners to push forward relations amid the changing 
international landscape.

In this regard, all the members of the Global 
South should work together to give developing 
countries and emerging economies a greater 
voice and influence in international affairs, pro­
mote accelerated reform of the international 
financial institutions, and oppose unilateral 
sanctions and the “small yard, high fence” 
approach, so that they can jointly safeguard their 
common interests.
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German Foreign Minister Annale- 
na Baerbock was forced to cancel a 
visit to Australia, New Zealand and 
Fiji because her special plane devel­
oped a problem twice in two days, 
some Australian media outlets 
reported.

The purpose of Baerbock’s visit 
was to promote a German “Indo- 
Pacific” strategy. But before setting 
off, Baerbock said that “even 
though we are 16,000 kilometers 
apart, we remain strategic partners 
that support each other”.

The technical snag in her aircraft 
triggered ridicule in the German 
press. Bild said “Germany has lost 
face in front of the whole world”, 
while Der Spiegel sarcastically said 
that government aircraft cannot
fly, “just as everything else you 
have heard about this country 
recently”.

Recently, in May, Baerbock was 
forced to stay in Qatar for a day as 
her aircraft developed a tire prob­
lem.

Baerbock’s aircraft, the oldest of 
the German government’s three 
executive jets, is scheduled to be
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en’s 100-meter hurdles competi­
tion.

In the Tokyo 2021 Olympics and 
Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics, too, 
there were many female Chinese 
athletes who became stars in the 
public field. The success of these 
female athletes is direct evidence 
of women’s growing power in Chi­
na. Unlike in the West where wom­
en players have to struggle to find a 
place and get noticed, Chinese 
women are competing equally in 
all sectors.

With hard training and ample 
support, they can make miracles 
and show the world that they are 
not inferior to men in any field. 

- ZHANGZHOUXIANG,  CHINA DAILY

ic indicators are dipping. Manufac­
turing was once the pride of the 
country, but in July, the prelimi­
nary reading of Germany’s manu­
facturing purchasing managers’ 
index was only 38.8, while Italy 
and Spain, two European countries 
that sought German aid during the 
European debt crisis, were 44.5 
and 47.8 respectively. 

The IMF’s latest forecast is that 
Germany’s gross domestic product 
will shrink by 0.3 percent in 2023, 
the only G7 country whose econo­
my is to contract.

The deteriorating economy is 
reshaping Germany’s politics, while 
also making the German media 
speculate why a top diplomat was 
flying 16,000 kilometers to promote 
the “Indo-Pacific” strategy, which 
serves the United States’ geopolitical 
interests, during an economic 
decline.

The mockery in the German 
media may not be confined to rick­
ety government aircraft. Maybe it 
mirrors a general anxiety and skepti­
cism about the diplomatic move.

- BEIJING NEWS

China, Africa should bolster relations 
to safeguard interests of Global South

. -
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ince the Russia-Ukraine conflict 
broke out, the major power game 
has intensified, a vast number of 
developing countries have become

more marginalized, and Western domina­
tion in international relations and agendas 
has become increasingly obvious. It is 
because of these factors that the BRICS 
Summit in Johannesburg, South Africa, to 
be held from Tuesday to Thursday, has 
attracted wider global attention. 

The focus of the 15th BRICS Summit is 
likely to be on its expansion. Up to now, 23 
countries have applied to join the grouping 
and another 20 countries have expressed 
their desire to be part of BRICS.

First, the convening of a meeting on such 
a large scale in South Africa will be the first 
of its kind under the BRICS mechanism. 
When BRICS was established, the Western 
media criticized it, saying that given the 
huge differences among the member states, 
the grouping would find it difficult to reach 
a consensus on any issue or become a force 
in international relations. They have been 
proved wrong.

With the BRICS mechanism maturing, 
more and more countries are applying to 
join it and the voice of BRICS in interna­
tional relations has been gaining strength 
with each passing day. Even French Presi-

important market for African countries. In 
2022,12.5 percent of Africa's exports went 
to China, compared with a mere 0.8 percent 
at the beginning of the century.

According to official statistics, the total 
trade value between China and Africa hit an 
all-time high of $282 billion in 2022, up 11 
percent year-on-year. China has also invest­
ed heavily in infrastructure and industrial 
projects in African countries.

India, too, has increased its trade with 
and investments in Africa, mostly in the 
fields of agriculture, healthcare, renewable 
energy, infrastructure, education and infor­
mation technology, and set up a $10 billion 
fund to support development projects in 
Africa. Based on the Indian Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry data, in the 2022-

dent Emmanuel Macron expressed his will­
ingness to be a guest on this summit. No 
wonder the West, of late, has been paying 
greater attention to BRICS’ development 
and seems even concerned over it. Western 
media have not only started smearing 
BRICS as a challenge to the rule-based 
world order, but also are trying to disinte­
grate the “BRICS” from within and isolate 
China and Russia by luring India to join the 
Inted State’s “Indo-Pacific” mechanism, 
praising Brazil’s positive role in interna­
tional affairs and pressing South Africa to 
maintain a safe distance from China. 

Second, the BRICS Summit may deliber­
ate on a non-US dollar global trade settle­
ment currency.

Since the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict, Russia, as a member of the BRICS, 
has been the victim of severe sanctions 
imposed by the United States, the European 
Union and their allies. This prompted Rus­
sia to use the ruble or other currencies to 
settle its foreign trade deals. In fact, in June 
2022, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said the BRICS countries are working on a 
new international reserve currency based 
on a basket of currencies used by them. 

And since being re-elected Brazilian pres­
ident at the beginning of this year, Luiz Ina­
cio Lula da Silva has been calling for

23 fiscal year, trade between India and Afri­
ca grew by 9.26 percent to nearly $100 bil­
lion, up from just $7 billion in 2001. And the 
fact that its exports amounted to $51.2 bil­
lion and imports $46.65 billion shows that 
India-Africa trade was more or less bal­
anced.

Brazil and Russia have also increased 
their engagement with Africa through vari­
ous initiatives including the Brazil-Africa 
Agriculture Platform, the Russia-Africa 
Summit, and the South Africa-India-Brazil 
Dialogue Forum. Taken as a whole, BRICS is 
Africa’s largest trading partner. In fact, the 
2022 economic survey data from the Afri­
can Development Bank show BRICS is now 
Africa’s largest trading partner with then' 
trade expected to cross $500 billion by

the reform of the global financial system 
and has started settling foreign trade deals 
in non-dollar currencies.

As for India, it places greater emphasis 
on practical interests in its foreign trade 
and has been settling some of its trade 
deals in its own or its trade partner’s cur­
rency. In feet, India intends to develop the 
rupee as an international currency, and has 
a clear stance on de-dollarization.

China, on the other hand, has been empha­
sizing currency swaps for years and promot­
ing the use of the yuan or its trade partner’s 
currency to settle foreign trade deals, which 
have been welcomed by many countries. 

In spite of the stances of the BRICS coun­
tries on de-dollarization, however, South 
Africa’s ambassador-at-large for Asia and 
BRICS Anil Sooklal said BRICS at present 
has no plans to deliberate on a new global 
currency to replace the US dollar, and 
de-dollarization is not on the Johannesburg 
summit’s agenda. According to Sooklal, the 
BRICS countries have not given a direct call 
for de-dollarization but are only making 
efforts to settle their foreign trade in local 
currencies other than the dollar. 

Settling foreign trade deals in non-dollar 
currencies is slowly but surely becoming a 
global trend, reflecting many countries’ 
desire to realize currency sovereignty.

2030, with China accounting for 60 percent 
of it. The BRICS countries are also becom­
ing significant investors in Africa, especially 
in the manufacturing, infrastructure and 
service sectors.

The above fects show BRICS is promoting 
South-South cooperation and making 
efforts to build a multipolar world order, 
which resonates with Africa’s vision of 
achieving regional integration and becom­
ing self-sufficient. As a matter of feet, Afri­
can countries have decided to adopt a policy 
of strategic autonomy from the West, 
because Western economies are known to 
prioritize and impose their own interests 
and values when engaging with African 
countries.

The African countries have realized that

reliance on the West makes them vulnera­
ble, especially when their interests conflict 
The feet that they have to mainly sell their 
energy and other resources to Western 
nations, conduct trade in US dollars and 
use the West’s Society for Worldwide Inter­
bank Financial Telecommunication system 
for transactions is seen by African countries 
as a weakness, because the West has used 
the dollar, as well as the institutions such as 
the IMF and the World Bank, as an econom­
ic and political tool to control the African 
countries.

77ze author is deputy secretary-general of 
the Center for One Belt One Road, Chinese 
Academy ofSocialSciences. The views don’t
necessarily reflect those of China Daily.

However, despite being closest to the US 
dollar as a global reserve currency and as a 
significant trade settlement instrument, the 
euro has lost some of its global value due to 
the EU imposing sanctions on Russia. Con­
sequently, given its near monopoly in inter­
national trade, the US dollar is likely to 
remain the main trade settlement currency 
in the near future. So BRICS countries have 
to agree to a trade settlement currency that 
would coexist with the dollar. 

In a West-dominated world, BRICS pro­
vides a more diversified and inclusive 
development path for Asian, African, and 
Latin American countries through coopera­
tion with all countlies in the Global South, 
so as to build a multilateral organization 
that enjoys greater international influence 
and discourse power. BRICS not only repre­
sents the multipolarity of the international 
order, but also advocates the use of diverse 
methods to overcome international chal­
lenges. In the future, therefore, how the 
BRICS countries strengthen cooperation, 
and increase trade and investment will 
decide the development of the grouping.

The author is the executive director of the 
Center for Nigerian Studies at the Institute 
of African Studies, Zhejiang Normal Uni­
versity.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those of
China Daily.

developing a new global trade currency. 
However, despite the US losing its credit 

rating recently and despite its constantly 
rising sovereign debt, the de-dollarization 
trend is yet to gather momentum, possibly 
because the BRICS countries have different 
views on de-dollarization. Russia, for 
instance, has suffered a serious blow in 
terms of foreign trade due to the sanctions 
announced by the US, the EU and their 
allies, and for being excluded from the Soci­
ety for Worldwide Interbank Financial Tele­
communication system.

Therefore, among the BRICS countries, 
Russia is resolute in its stance on de-dollari- 
zation. It has even achieved preliminary 
results — by selling almost all the US Trea­
sury'bonds it held, significantly reducing 
the use of the US dollar in its foreign trade, 
actively promoting the Russian coined 
SPFS system — an alternative to the SWIFT 
system.

Given the long-term colonial influence 
on its economy, Brazil, too, understands the 
impact of the dollar hegemony on its econ­
omy. That’s why President Lula has been 
working with other BRICS leaders to decide 
on a common currency to be used in intra­
BRICS trade.

Besides, due to historical and practical 
reasons, South Africa has been advocating

7
African nations seeking 
‘freedom from West’

So when African countries fight for 
autonomy and say they want to de-dollarize 
their economies, they are actually seeking 
total freedom from the West and its institu­
tions. This freedom includes realizing eco­
nomic emancipation, the freedom to 
conduct trade based on equality and man­
age their internal affairs without being dic­
tated how to do so by the West This in turn 
necessitates the reconfiguration of the glob­
al economic architecture, in which every 
country'will be free to trade independently, 
without any' conditions.

Since the African countries oppose the 
West-centered world order and are making 
efforts to make their economies more 
dynamic, they welcome the emergence of 
BRICS, because it opposes the domination 
of the West and offers African countries 
novel ways to de-dollarize their economies. 
The African countries think this paradigm 
shift will protect them against Western 
pressure, which is another key factor that 
has prompted African countries to partner 
with BRICS.

As a way of benefiting from this new part­
nership, African countries should further 
increase their trade with the BRICS coun­
tries and leverage their strengths and 
resources for mutual gain. This can be done 
if the African countries adopt a strategic 
approach to engaging with BRICS based on 
the assessment of their respective strengths 
and weaknesses, and by pursuing mutual 
benefit

For that, however, they need to strength­
en their domestic institutions and policies, 
enhance regional integration and coopera­
tion, and engage in a more assertive and 
proactive manner with the BRICS countries 
and other emerging market economies 
based on a shared vision of mutual benefit, 
inclusivity, and sustainability. In particular, 
the African countries need to leverage their 
natural resources, cultural diversity and 
strategic location to boost their economic 
development. They also need to capitalize 
on the opportunities created by BRICS and 
the evolving global economic order by pri­
oritizing investments in education, technol­
ogy and infrastructure, and promoting 
innovations and inclusive and sustainable 
development.

Above all, African countries need to 
attract more investment from and increase 
trade with the BRICS members and other 
developing countries. By doing so, they can 
unleash their full potential and contribute 
to shaping the future of the global econo­
my in a more equitable and balanced man­
ner.

he emergence of BRICS has raised 
hopes that win-win partnerships 
can foster the development of Afri­
ca. The BRICS countries (Brazil,

Russia, India, China and South Africa) 
oppose Cold War mentality and hegemon­
ism, and are committed to promoting mul­
tilateralism, mutual respect, cooperation, 
fairness and justice, by cementing a global 
alternative that represents the trend of his­

tory.
BRICS accounts for more than 40 percent 

of the world population and 20 percent of 
global trade, and attracts 25 percent of glob­
al foreign investment. It represents the 
development expectations of emerging 
markets and developing countries, pro­
motes cooperation among developing coun­
tries, acts as a platform for South-South 
cooperation, and has made substantive 
progress in cooperation across the board. 

And the BRICS Summit in South Africa 
from Thesday to Thursday will add to the 
vitality of this unique economic grouping. 

Unlike certain countries that are trying to 
divide the world into blocs and expand 
their military alliances to maintain their 
domination in almost all fields, BRICS, 
which as a grouping has been growing at a 
faster pace than the G7, is focused on main­
taining world peace and promoting com­
mon development, including Africa’s 
development.

BRICS has emerged as a formidable eco­
nomic bloc in recent years, with a combined 
GDP of more than $20 trillion in 2021 
against the G7’s GDP of about $35 trillion 
(both in nominal GDP terms). However, in 
terms of purchasing power parity-adjusted 
GDP, the BRICS members contribute 31.5 
percent of global GDP while the G7’s share 
has fallen to 30 percent.

It is clear therefore that BRICS will be 
in a stronger position to counter the inter­
ventionist attitude of the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank when 
giving loans, and the United States when 
offering economic, political and military 
assistance.

BRICS nations more attractive 
to African countries

Given BRICS’ rising economic and politi­
cal power and increasing engagement with 
African countries, the BRICS countries are 
more attractive to Africa. They are attract­
ive also because they offer new opportuni­
ties for trade, investment and technology 
transfer, which can help boost Africa’s 
development and integration. In terms of 
finance, too, BRICS provides a better alter­
native to the existing global financial sys­
tem led by the IMF and the World Bank. 

For example, in 2014, with $50 billion in 
seed money, the BRICS countries launched 
the New Development Bank not only as an 
alternative to, but also to complement the 
work of, the IMF and the World Bank. Like­
wise, BRICS created a liquidity mechanism 
called the Contingent Reserve Arrangement 
to support its members straggling with pay­
ments. These efforts and measures appear 
very attractive to African countries, espe­
cially because they have had painful experi­
ences with the IMF’s structural adjustment 
programs and austerity measures. This is 
one of the main reasons many African 
countries have shown interest in joining 
BRICS.

In recent years, the BRICS countries, Chi­
na in particular, have expanded their eco­
nomic engagement with Africa. For 
instance, China is the largest trading part­
ner of Africa and is becoming a more
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an application to join BRICS. These 
include incredibly important devel­
oping nations such as Indonesia,
Argentina, Egypt, Mexico, Vietnam 
and many more. A particular game 
changer would be Saudi Arabia. 
The country would add more finan­
cial resources to BRICS. In addi­
tion, it would also strongly 
underline the new world order if a 
traditional US ally such as Saudi 
Arabia joined BRICS. 

An interesting area for a strong­
er BRICS footprint is the environ­
ment. I participated in a BRICS 
Environment Ministers’ Meeting 
in Tianjin a few years ago. This 
forum plays an important 
role in advancing environmental 
cooperation among the BRICS 
states. Indian Prime Minister Nar­
endra Modi has recently suggested 
a BRICS’ work stream on global 
development of green
rail. The BRICS members are 
world leaders in green develop­
ment. China alone accounts 
for 60-80 percent of global solar, 
wind, hydropower, electric 
cars production and high-speed 
rail. Brazilian President Luiz Ina­
cio Lula da Silva has just put Brazil 
in the front seat on protecting the 
Amazon, bringing deforestation to 
a seven-year low just after half a 
year in office. India will soon be 
the second biggest solar power in 
the world after China and is 
launching green plans by the day. 

Looking back on the US foreign 
policy after the Cold War, Rich­
ard Haass, a US foreign policy 
expert, said it was “squandered” 
mainly due to the US’ wish to domi­
nate the world and insensitivity to 
others.

Whatever the 21st century 
brings in terms of challenges and 
conflicts, one thing is for sure. 
They will all have to be solved in a 
multipolar context, through coop­
eration between many and very 
different nations. BRICS has a key 
role to play in that landscape. The 
call of the time is dialogue and 
respect Let’s respect each oth­
er and find common ground 
through dialogue.

RICS is one of the most 
important institutions in 
the multipolar sys­
tem which will be the

world order of the 21st century. The 
BRICS nations — Brazil, Russia, 
India, China and South Africa — 
account for 42 percent of the world 
population and 32 percent of the 
global economy. BRICS brings new 
dynamics to the international land­
scape and gives strength to devel­
oping countries in a world 
order that until recently was domi­
nated by the United States and the 
other Western countries. 

BRICS obtained its present shape 
in 2010, with the admission of 
South Africa as a full member. It 
was crafted at the unipolar moment 
after the Cold War when the US 
alone dominated the world. Per­
ceived as a reaction to the US mili­
tary’s unilateral campaigns in Iraq 
and other places, BRICS can more 
importantly be seen as a response 
to Western economic dominance 
and Western resistance to reform of 
the World Bank and other financial 
institutions under their con­
trol. BRICS represents a strong 
force, aiming to rebalance a world 
which, in the words of Indian For­
eign Minister Jaishankar, is “leav­
ing too many nations at the mercy 
of too few1:

Together with the G20, the Belt 
and Road Initiative, the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization, the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank, and other elements, BRICS is 
part of a wider framework reflect­
ing the world of the 21st century, a 
multipolar world where all critical 
issues such as the environment, cli­
mate, terrorism, regional wars, eco­
nomic development and 
pandemics call for international 
cooperation.

These institutions jointly mirror 
the needs of a rapidly changing 
world and provide an answer to the 
very slow pace of reforms of the UN 
and the global financial institu­
tions. While we need a UN-led 
world order, the UN is largely on 
the sidelines of most critical global 
issues. It remains stuck in 78-year- 
old paradigms. No headquarters of 
any significant UN institution is 
located in East and South Asia 
where half of humanity lives. Even 
their staff members are overwhelm­
ingly Western.

BRICS started with the vision of 
creating a fairer world order, 
with a proper representation for 
the Global South. In the early days,

the focus was on promoting eco­
nomic growth, while very rapidly 
the subjects covered have expanded 
to security, health, education, the 
environment, counter-terrorism 
and many others. 

Since last year, the world has 
seen a strong movement from the 
Global South for creating an alter­
native to the US dollar as the glob­
al currency, and BRICS has been at 
the forefront of promoting the 
idea of de-dollarization of the 
world.

In 2015, BRICS created the New 
Development Bank, which is head­
quartered in Shanghai. Former Bra­
zilian president Dilma Rousseff is 
its current president. Along with 
the Asian Infrastructure Invest­
ment Bank, it forms a supplement 
to and a different narrative from 
the West-dominated banks. 

BRICS may give the impression 
of being an artificial group, because 
the BRICS nations have little in 
common. They represent different 
versions of human civilization with 
different political systems. They are 
located in four different conti­
nents. Economically, China is much 
bigger than the rest. What brought 
them together was the desire for a 
more just world order with a 
stronger voice for the South. BRICS 
has shown remarkable resilience 
and a continuous momentum. The 
15 th BRICS Summit is being held in 
Johannesburg, South Africa, on 
Aug 22 to 24.

Interestingly, BRICS has not 
developed as a platform against 
the West, but more as a platform 
where the members seek freedom 
and autonomy of thought and 
action. It also functions as an intel­
lectual hub for debates and dia­
logues outside the West-dominated 
spheres.

BRICS is meeting at a time when 
the Ukraine crisis is on top of the 
global agenda. No BRICS nation 
has joined the West-led sanctions 
against Russia. But they all support 
the territorial integrity of Ukraine. 
BRICS nations are among the most 
likely candidates as peacemakers 
when the conflict comes to a nego­
tiated settlement. 

The issue of expanding the 
grouping will take the spot­
light at the summit. It seems all 
BRICS nations are in principle open 
to adding more members. Very 
recently, Naledi Pandor, South Afri­
ca’s minister of International Rela­
tions and Cooperation, said 23 
countries have formally submitted 

currencies and, at the same time, 
eliminating risks of foreign 
exchange fluctuations, are indis­
pensable measures.

The evolving BRICS signals how 
the West is slowly losing the 
remarkable capacity it has enjoyed 
to set the agenda on a global scale. 
In the opinion of Kishore Mahbu- 
bani, former Singaporean ambas­
sador to the United Nations, the 
responses from the West to the 
current challenges have been 
inconsistent, and this has led to 
the emergence of a non-Western 
approach to balance and reform 
the governance system. The pan­
demic has offered a glimpse of 
such a phenomenon which is 
already underway.

Global Health Governance is the 
benchmark that the BRICS contin­
ues to pursue. During the third 
BRICS summit in 2011, about 10 
years before COVID-19, health 
issues were raised for discussion. 
A year later, in 2012, India, Brazil 
and China jointly protested 
against developed nations’ efforts 
to make the intellectual property 
regime more stringent through the 
World Trade Organization. At a 
meeting in the WTO, the three 
countries of the BRICS grouping 
refused to give in to the pressure 
from the developed countries 
under the legitimate reasoning 
that such moves could seriously 
hinder poor people’s access to 
cheap drugs. This collective stand 
helped BRICS phenomenally. Dur­
ing and after the pandemic, the 
potency of BRICS in global health 
is slowly being recognized. 

Despite the contention that 
BRICS is incapable of finding a 
common denominator and chal­
lenging the members to stream­
line the agenda, BRICS has 
achieved significant milestones. 
BRICS stands out as a special insti­
tutional arrangement because of 
its ability to integrate countries 
from different parts of the world 
with diverse challenges and j'et 
homogenize the approaches to 
form a collective development 
vision. Distance is not an obstruc­
tion for BRICS, as the transnation­
al commonalities among them 
have brought them close together.

The author is vice-president of the 
Green Belt and Road Coalition and 
former executive director of the 
United Nations Environment Pro­
gramme. The author contributed 
this article to China Watch, a think 
tank powered by China Daily. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

t has been almost two decades 
since the acronym BRIC was 
coined, and it has since 
evolved through the worst

political, financial and social-health 
crises. Today, BRICS represents a 
fundamental transformation 
undertaking in die international 
system. Its member countries con­
tribute 32 percent of the global 
GDP, which is more than the share 
of G7 countries. BRICS, comprising 
42 percent of the world population, 
has been forthcoming in meeting 
Human Development Index 
requirements and has helped the 
world achieve poverty' alleviation 
targets and set examples to over­
come spatial differences. 

The world has changed on many 
fronts, and challenges have multi­
plied. The significant risks in the 
financial markets, waves of pan­
demic in the past few decades, 
including SARS, Ebola and now 
COVID-19, besides climate change, 
are the new challenges that under­
line the importance of the BRICS 
grouping. BRICS includes coun­
tries from various regions and 
each has their priorities to deal 
with. At the same time, the larger 
consensus of the Global South 
over the global crises has rekin­
dled the hope in BRICS, as these 
countries have faced adverse glob­
al conditions such as post-war 
polarization of growth and the 
wealth divide.

The West-led globalization gen­
erated disproportionate benefits. 
The rich countries’ interest in the 
abundant factors of production in 
developing countries lets them 
control the financial strings and 
affect the growth of developing 
countries. The fundamental hur­
dle for developing countries to 
overcome the challenges has been 
answering the “deprivation”. The 
socioeconomic and technological 
advent of the BRICS countries is 
possible only with its financial 
platform. The New Development 
Bank was a revolutionary idea by' 
the developing bloc, as it includes 
a clause to make it accessible to 
every developing country seeking 
assistance. The low-income and 
middle-income countries require 
finance for their development pro­
jects. There is a need for colossal 
funds in developing economies to 
make a transformative impact. 

As per a statistical study by 
Oxford Economics, the global 
infrastructure investment is 
required to be $94 trillion between 
2016 and 2040. This means $3.7 
trillion per year on average.

/ j

The study also forecasts that 
Africa’s investment gap will widen 
further to 43 percent if the invest­
ment needs include Sustainable 
Development Goals. Developing 
countries need to address this 
massive gap in development 
finance, underlining the need and 
scope of the NDB. The bank has 
become an operational arm of 
BRICS extending help and accessi­
bility to developing and emerging 
economies.

Be it developmental goals, sus­
tainability and development 
indexes, BRICS provides a realistic 
alternative. BRICS is expanding 
the group through a process of 
evolution. BRICS and the Global 
South are overcoming the finan­
cial uncertainties not by adopting 
the over-leveraging approach of 
the liberal economies, but by 
reducing risks.

The data from the Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development and the World Bank 
suggest that the North-North flow 
of foreign direct investment 
shrunk in the first quarter of this 
century, and the outbound invest­
ments within the Global South 
increased by approximately 20 
percent.

Moreover, the South-South FDI 
scenarios multiplied, accounting 
for 18 percent of the world FDI, up 
from a mere 3 percent in 2001. The 
prospects of South-South coopera­
tion have increased manifold 
according to the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Develop­
ment and the Asian Development 
Bank.

The next step is forging a com­
mon agenda and streamlining 
cooperation. The BRICS countries 
need to find ways to gather con­
sensus over a currency independ­
ent of the West-dominated world 
economy. About 84.3 percent of 
global trade takes place in the US 
dollar. Given that the BRICS coun­
tries account for 18 percent of the 
global trade and 19 percent of the 
global export volume, over-reli­
ance on a single currency could be 
disastrous.

A free and independent interna­
tional monetary system, free trade 
and promotion of global public 
interest lie in the need to de-risk 
developing economies from their 
excessive dependence on the dol­
lar as the dominant currency to 
trade. BRICS is already looking 
beyond the dollar, paving 
the way for a multi­
currency sys­
tem. Boosting local

The author is an associate professor 
atJawaharlalNehru University. 
The author contributed this article

to China Watch, a think tank
powered by China Daily. 

The views do not neces­
sarily reflect those of 

China Daily.
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V

The challenges and conflicts of the 21st century will have to 
be solved through cooperation between many nations. 

BRICS has a key role to play in that landscape

Despite reservations, the group has achieved 
significant milestones, such as a bank of its own, 
moves to trade in local currencies, and sharing 

a development agenda despite distances

•J

,1
» 

T



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/25/2023 6:48:19 PM
14 | Tuesday, August 22,2023 GLOBAL EDITION I CHINA DAILY

LIFE

ACHIEVING
CORE GOALS

I X

I

A

f

X
'I

Tian Lide, glaciologist

t
I

.I

I

1

*

/

rH

•S

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/25/2023 6:48:19 PM

From left: The scientific expedition team drills ice cores at Chang Tang in Tibet in November 2021. The scientific expedition negotiates the terrain on their way to drilling at the Purog Kangri Glacier in May. In 
November 2020, a drill team carries core samples onto a helicopter at the Aemye Ma-chhen Range in Qinghai province.
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its messages,” Tian says.
An ice core is a column of ice obtained 

by using a mechanical drill to bore from 
the top to the bottom of a glacier. Each 
one has a diameter of 10 centimeters and 
a length of 80 cm.

According to Tian, ice core isotopes — 
or as he refers to them, “the Earth’s histo-
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n the heart of one of the world’s most 
enigmatic landscapes, where the 
very air whispers tales of ancient 
times, lies the Purog Kangri Glacier.

For glaciologist Tian Lide and his intrepid 
ice core drilling team, this setting is both a 
laboratory and a theater of discovery.

Over the course of an arduous expedi­
tion that lasted more than two months, 
they embarked on an extraordinary jour­
ney to unravel the mysteries that lie with­
in the icy heart of Purog Kangri — the 
third-largest glacier on the planet. 

“Glaciers are like wise elders, their 
faces adorned with beards, as they bear 
witness to the historical changes of the 
Earth and the celestial movements of the 
sun, moon and stars,” says Tian, a profes­
sor at the Institute of International Rivers 
and Eco-security, Yunnan University.

In 2000, Chinese and American scien­
tists extracted ice cores from the Purog 
Kangri Glacier in Nagchu, the Tibet 
autonomous region. However, the drilling 
process was rushed. Compared to back 
then, there have been significant techno­
logical advancements, prompting Tian 
and the team to drill for new samples.

Tian explains that there are only two 
suitable windows each year for ice core 
drilling, during spring and autumn. The 
team set off at the end of April and 
returned early last month, overcoming 
numerous challenges.

The climate at Purog Kangri was a sur­
prise to the team and the first hurdle they 
had to overcome. Heavy spring rains made 
the roads extremely difficult to traverse, 
making transportation of the drilling 
equipment and freezers challenging.

The team spent a full 10 days covering 
the 80-kilometer journey from the ice 
line to the glacier’s summit. The planned 
journey from the glacier’s terminus to the 
glacier’s peak was expected to take two 
days, but in reality, it ended up taking the 
team two whole weeks.

On May 20, a month after their depar­
ture from Kunming, Yunnan province, 
they finally started drilling and extract­
ing ice cores.

The difficult and slow journey to the 
glacier was just die start of the problems 
for Tian and the team. Among the numer­
ous other issues the expedition encoun­
tered were a technical failure of the 
drilling equipment and the sudden mal­
function of two out of the eight ice chests 
brought to store the samples.

Then, while transporting the ice cores 
back down from the peak, the team faced 
drastic changes in the ice and snow at the 
glacier’s terminus. The melting snow 
forced an alteration to their previously 
planned route. As a result, the sled carry­
ing the ice cores overturned, resulting in 
damage to over a dozen samples.

The expedition originally planned to 
drill one or two holes to the bottom of the 
glacier to extract samples, but as a result of 
the loss, the team had to drill another hole. 

Despite all of this, 55-year-old Tian 
never once thought of giving up.

On the 54 th day of the expedition, at an 
elevation of 5,900 meters in the core area

of the Purog Kangri Glacier, the team suc­
cessfully transported the first 211 meters 
of samples back to the base camp.

Meanwhile, they were currently in the 
process of extracting the second ice core 
from what was the third hole.

At the time, Tian provided an update 
via satellite phone, noting that the team 
had already reached a depth of over 100 

meters.
Due to the rising daytime tempera­

tures, Tian and the team could only drill 
at night, and they made up for the sleep 
in the daytime, so for the final month of 
the expedition, they didn’t see daylight. 

Some members of the 21-person team 
left the expedition early, due to the harsh 
environment, but not Tian.

Upon his return home last month, he 
was 10 kilograms lighter, and his skin dis­
played a deep tan.

Collectively, the team had successfully 
managed to extract over530 meters worth 
of ice core samples, which will be subdi­
vided into multiple segments to facilitate 
the ongoing research conducted by Tian’s 
team, as well as collaborative institutions 
both domestically and internationally. 
Additionally, a portion of the cores will be 
preserved for future research.

He says that, as the technology and 
means of analysis continue to improve, 
the ice cores that are stored will have a 
better use in the future.

“We used to drill ice cores together with 
foreign teams, but now we can do it on our 
own, and it gives us a great sense of 
accomplishment,” Tian says. “This jour­
ney has accumulated a lot of experience.” 

In Tian’s mind, the stratified glacier ice 
is akin to a thick diary, recording the his­
tory within the glacier’s interior.

“Our country is abundant in glaciers; 
however, with the global climate warm­
ing up, a significant portion of them is 
facing a reduction in surface area, thick­
ness and volume,” Tian says, adding that 
this loss is leading to irreversible and 
irreparable destruction of essential infor­
mation pertaining to the Earth’s climate. 

“Glaciers may not speak, but their mes­
sage is found in the melting waters. 
Through ice core drilling, we are endeav­
oring to not only rescue ‘the story of gla­
ciers’, but also listen to nature and heed
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Glaciers may not speak, 
but their message is 
found in the melting 
waters. Through ice core 
drilling, we are 
endeavoring to not only 
rescue ‘the story of 
glaciers’, but also listen 
to nature.”

J/

Despite a raft of difficulties, an expedition to the Purog Kangri 
Glacier has returned with essential samples of ancient ice 

that contain important information about the planet’s past, 
which is vital to its future, Li Yingxue reports.
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From top: In May, the scientific expedition team makes its way to the Purog 
Kangri Glacier in Nagchu city, Tibet autonomous region. The scientific 
expedition team takes a well-deserved rest at Chang Tang National Nature 
Reserve in Tibet in 2021. Tian Lide (left) and Wen Xu display an ice core. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

since the Industrial Revolution,” Tian 
explains.

“Ice cores, serving as invaluable 
records of climatic history, are of great 
importance. Scientists are working tire­
lessly to preserve these precious glacial 
archives before they succumb to melt­
ing,” Tian says.

Tian’s trip to Purog Kangri Glacier is 
part of the project, Memory of Glaciers, a 
public welfare initiative in China that 
focuses on the rescue and preservation of 
ice cores, which aims to raise public 
awareness about the climate crisis and 
promote climate action.

“The puipose of this project is to com­
bat climate change, salvage ice core 
archives and leave a complete record of 
ice cores for future generations,” Tian 
says.

Memory of Glaciers is initiated by Polar 
Hub, a nonprofit organization in China 
that focuses on scientific exploration, citi­
zen science and public education on the 
subject of climate change.

Wen Xu, co-founder of Polar Hub, 
recalls that, during an expedition on a 
glacier on Tangula Mountains, he 
encountered numerous ice lakes formed 
by glacial melting at an alarming rate due 
to climate change.

This experience led Wen to realize the 
urgency of addressing climate change 
and its impact on glaciers. As a result, he 
decided to take action, spreading aware­
ness about climate change and encourag­
ing collective efforts to confront the 
challenges it poses. In May 2017, Polar 
Hub was jointly initiated and established 
by Wen together with renowned domes­
tic scientists and explorers.

According to Wen, the Memory of Gla­
ciers project has a well-defined and long­
term objective that its primary goal is to 
conduct rescue drilling of ice cores in 
mid-to-low latitudes, with a particular 
focus on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, at 
elevations above 6,000 meters.

“The project aims to preserve glacier 
archives before they vanish, thus promot­
ing climate change research and safe­
guarding valuable climatic heritage for 
the study of die Earth’s history’ he says.

Over die next decade, the project aims 
to salvage and preserve 100 representa­
tive deep ice cores from polar regions and 
the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, contributing 
to the establishment within the Chinese 
scientific community of die most com­
prehensive ice core repository and an ice 
core museum for the mid-to-low latitude 
glaciers worldwide.

According to Wen, in addition to the 
Purog Kangri Glacier, this year’s Memory 
of Glaciers project is also in the process of 
conducting sustainable ice core rescue 
activities on Mount Muztagh Ata in the 

ry book” — provide information about Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, 
die Earth’s temperature fluctuations dur- Moreover, they are planning to launch a 
ing past ice ages and interglacial periods, mini-program called “watch the glaciers” 
and they also record El Nino and La Nina aiming to involve more people in glacier 
climate events. protection, both online and offline.

“For example, the data indicates a sig­
nificant increase in heavy metal content Contact the writer at
in the ice cores from Himalayan glaciers liyingxue@chinadaily.com.cn

/

5



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 08/25/2023 6:48:19 PM

CHINA DAILY I GLOBAL EDITION Tuesday, August 22,2023 | 15

LIFE

i'- -
A 7VA®

I* «

ton
£

■-?:I Si
.-*■V

ti i.X*

' ’•• •

■Q. I.
■1.

In pursuit of Utopia
How decades of research led to the rediscovery of one of the greatest gardens in Chinese history, Yang Yang reports.
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with enough funding, and the addi­
tion of water, rocks and flowers, it 
would be possible to accurately 
re-create it according to Zhang 
Hong’s paintings,” Liu says.

In 2013, a digital model ofZhiyu- 
an was completed and in 2015, the 
Museum of Chinese Gardens and 
Landscape Architecture made an 
intricate model of the garden to 
serve as a representative example of 
the private gardens in the southern 
reaches of the Yangtze River during 
the Ming Dynasty, alongside the 
model of the Old Summer Palace 
which represents royal gardens in 
northern China during the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911). Cahill unfortu­
nately passed away in 2014, before 
the latter was complete.

“At a peak moment for Chinese 
gardens during the late Ming Dynas­
ty, and designed by one of the great­
est garden masters of the period, the 
Zhiyuan Garden was a milestone in 
Ming gardens,” says Huang.

“It was a masterpiece that inte­
grated artistic forms including liter­
ature, calligraphy and painting with 
the efforts of literati, painters and 
craftsmen,” he continues.

“What’s special about the garden 
is its rich use of water, its combina­
tion of garden styles from the north 
and south, the fact that it is grand 
and well-structured, and the roman­
tic style used in the design of its 
rockery.”

books several decades earlier, his inter­
est in theZhiyuan Garden remained.

A month later, the pair received a 
package from the US in which they 
found a whole set of duplicates of 
the Zhiyuan album and the catalog 
of the 1996 exhibition, in addition to 
some 400 pages of literature and 
two CDs containing images of paint­
ings of gardens that Cahill had col­
lected over the years.

Over the course of almost two 
years, the trio exchanged 100 emails, 
researching paintings of Chinese 
gardens beginning with the Zhiyu­
an Garden, and discussing the struc­
ture, content and pictures of their 
collaboration fruit, a book eventual­
ly published in 2012 titled Garden 
Paintings in Old China.

“That book is a dialogue that tran­
scends time and space,” Liu says, 
“because we didn’t meet until after 
it was published, and there was a 
time gap between Cahill’s part and 
our part of the book. His was com­
pleted decades ago, and ours had 
only just been finished.”

In 2011, Huang and Liu identified 
file former location of the 3.33-hectare 
garden in present-day Changzhou, but 
most of the land had since become a 
commercial residential area.

“It was a disappointment for 
Cahill, who had imagined that after 
finding the remains of the garden,

Detective work
When in 2010, Cao Xun, a profes­

sor of architecture at Tsinghua Uni­
versity, came across the only copy of 
the 800-page TheZhiyuan Collection 
amid the sea of old books at the 
National Library of China, he imme­
diately thought of the photos in 
Yuanzong. Written by late Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644) author Wu 
Liang, who was a lay Buddhist and 
who adopted the name Zhiyuan, it is 
a collection of poems and essays, 
including the 3,000-word An Ode to 
Zhiyuan Garden.

Carefully comparing the details in 
the 14 photos with Wu’s poems and 
essays, Cao became certain that Wu 
was the owner of the Zhiyuan Gar­
den in Changzhou, which is also in 
Jiangsu province, and that there 
must be other leaves to the album. 
He asked two postgraduate students 
Huang Xiao and Liu Shanshan, to 
keep an eye out for any further 
information they could find.

In 2010, the SDX Joint Publishing 
Company brought out a series of 
books by Cahill. Liu and Huang 
found long discussions about the 
Zhiyuan album in the Chinese ver­
sions of The Compelling Image and 
Distant Mountains. At Cao’s sugges­
tion, they tried to reach Cahill via 
email to ask him about the album. 

“We were just two kids, but surpris­
ingly, Cahill replied. He was very excit­
ed about the discovery of An Ode to 
Zhiyuan Garden, and asked us wheth­
er we were serious about the research, 
and if so, he would send us his material 
on the garden,” said Liu, an assistant 
professor at Beijing University of Engi­
neering and Architecture, in a lecture 
about the newly published book Zhi­
yuan Mengxun (A Pursuit of the 
Dreams About the Zhiyuan Garden), 
which she co-authored with Huang, 
who is an assistant professor at the Bei­
jing Forestry University

Although Cahill had written the two

dk-

n a storage room in a museum 
in the United States, in the 
1950s, a collection of Chinese 
landscapes painted by Zhang

Hong in 1627 — The Zhiyuan Gar­
den Album — quietly awaited its 
destiny. The 20 leaves featured a 
garden called Zhiyuan. The muse­
um was considering the album for 
purchase until a young visitor intro­
duced it to the world, realizing a 
dream that had haunted him for 
decades — the rediscovery of a gar­
den that had long vanished — and 
starting a period of cooperation that 
would transcend time and space.

James Cahill, who would later 
become a recognized authority in 
Chinese art, was a postgraduate stu­
dent at the University of Michigan at 
the time he saw the album, before it 
was split into separate folios and sold 
to different collectors.

At first, he did not pay it much 
attention. As a student of Chinese 
ait, he understood that Zhang’s 
paintings did not conform to ortho­
dox Chinese standards of good com­
position or brushwork.

As Cahill explained, during a lecture 
at an exhibition to mark the regroup­
ing of the separated leaves at the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art in 
1996, it was not until a few years after­
ward that he realized that the 17th-cen­
tury artist had sacrificed strong 
composition and brush work to pursue 
“a kind of visual truthfulness1:

Hailing the album as “incompara­
bly the best visual evidence we have 
for a major garden from the great age 
of gardens in China”, Caliill told the 
audience at the lecture that, 
although he was not able to identify 
either the artist’s patron, or the loca­
tion of the garden, he believed that 
according to the canals in the paint­
ings, it might have been in Suzhou, 
Jiangsu province. For decades, he 
was unable to find evidence to sup­
port this theory.

In 1978, before China and the US 
officially established diplomatic 
ties, Cahill met Chinese garden his­
torian Chen Congzhou in New York, 
where the latter was helping to cre­
ate the Ming Xuan (Astor Court) at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Ait.

When Cahill showed Chen some 
leaves from the Zhiyuan album and 
photos of several others, the histori­
an was “quite excited” Caliill wrote 
in a letter.

Chen said that he would like to 
work with Cahill to study the album. 
The two eventually lost touch, but 
not before the American could gift 
Chen with a set of black-and-white 
photos of the 14 paintings, which he 
later published in the opening pages 
of his comprehensive 2004 collec­
tion of articles on ancient Chinese 
gardens, Yuanzong, and which are 
the only photos in the book.From top: Zhiyuan Mengxun, 

a newly published book by 
Huang Xiao and Liu Shan­
shan devoted to the rediscov­
ery of TheZhiyuan Garden 
Album. The exhibition cata­
log of the album of paintings 
shown at the Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art in
1996. The preface of TheZhi­
yuan Collection by Wu Liang 
in the late Ming Dynasty. The 
cover of Garden Paintings in 
Old China, published in 2012.

A reborn album
The fruit of die pair’s research, Zhi­

yuan Mengxun, contains not only 
finely reproduced prints of the 20 
paintings from the Zhiyuan album, 
but also five chapters respectively 
devoted to the story of the artist 
Zhang, Cahill and the album, the gar­
den’s philosophy and layout, its 
designer Zhou Tingce — who was a 
master garden designer of the time — 
and Wu Liang’s family, whose history 
spans a period between the Ming 
Dynasty and today.

According to a pioneering research­
er of Chinese gardens, Tong Jun, who 
was quoted by Huang and Liu in an 
article about the Zhiyuan Garden 
published in the Art Trade Journal in 
2018, Chinese gardens are regarded as 
a fairyland and an idealistic world 
where one can liberate oneself from

<57 '

mundane worries and fatigue, and 
five a leisurely, elegant life.

“People often connect Chinese 
gardens with concepts of Taoism 
like tranquility and inaction that 
were advocated by Laozi, and with 
the sincerity and selflessness advo­
cated by Zhuangzi. Meanwhile, we 
can also see in the gardens the order 
and hierarchy of Confucianism. For 
example, in the dominant buildings 
and the Chinese belief in the sym­
bolism behind flowers and trees,” 
the article reads.

“Like the yin and yang of tai chi, 
Taoism and Confucianism both 
exert an influence on Chinese gar­
dens, shaping them into a perfect 
vehicle to represent the thoughts 
and lives of ancient people.”

In 1610, 48-year-old Wu Liang, fed 
up with the fectionalism of officialdom 
and feeling homesick, resigned fam 
his position in North China, and 
returned to his hometown in Chang­
zhou, in the hope of planting a garden 
where he could live in seclusion.

He invited Zhou to design it and 
named it Zhiyuan (a “garden for 
stopping” zhi meaning stop) after 
the Eastern Jin Dynasty (317-420) 
poet Tao Yuanming’s composition 
Zhijiu (Stop Drinking Wine).

Zhijiu represents the idea of 
knowing when it is better to stop, 
advocated by both Taoism and Con­
fucianism, Huang says.

Deeply influenced by this idea, Wu 
Liang ended his career to protect 
himself from political rivals. He 
became a lay Buddhist, taking on the 
name Zhiyuan and giving his 11 sons 
similar names that each included the 
character zhi.

Before Wu was reinstated in 1622, 
he spent 12 years in his garden. It was 
replete with symbols from the stories 
and poems of great writers of previ­
ous eras, and as he strolled through 
it, Wu would have been able to see 
these hidden allusions.

In his garden, Wu’s spiritual world 
met with those of great ancients like 
Laozi from the Spring and Autumn 
Period (770476 BC), Zhuangzi and 
Qu Yuan from the Warring States 
Period (475-221 BC), Wang Wei, Li Bai 
and Du Fu from the Tang Dynasty 
(618-907), and Su Shi from the Song 
Dynasty (960-1279), vividly illustrat­
ing the essence of Chinese gardens as 
the residence of the human spirit, 
Huang and Liu write in their book. 

Among the great literati, the most 
important for Wu was Tao, whose 
fable Peach Blossom Spring is one of 
the earliest utopias described in Chi­
nese literature, a place where people 
live harmoniously with nature, una­
ware of tlie outside world for centu­
ries. Zhiyuan is Wuliang’s Peach 
Blossom Spring, Huang and Liu 
write.

Wu was as wise to know when to 
stop his career, as he was to know 
when to stop his seclusion. In 1622, 
the 61-year-old left Zhiyuan, 
embarking on his next journey, los­
ing his Peach Blossom Spring forev­
er. He died in 1624.

In 1627, Wu’s son Wu Rousi invited 
Zhang to paint the 20-leaf Zhiyuan 
album. In the centuries that followed, 
the garden disappeared, lost to the 
mists of time. Only in these paintings 
can people geta glimpse of the Chinese 
garden at its peak
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Top: Cao Xun (middle), Huang Xiao (right) and Liu Shanshan pose 
for a photo at the National Library of China in 2010.
Above: A photo taken by Liu shows Huang and James Cahill at his 
home in Berkeley in 2013.
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In TheZhiyuan Garden Album, Zhang Hong from the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) depicted in 20 successive leaves a sequential experience of touring the Zhiyuan Garden along a certain route and enjoying the 
poetically named scenes, including pavilions, ponds and rockeries, among others, photos provided to china daily
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Young pianists find keys to success
Technically challenging pieces mastered by youngsters as audience show their approval, Chen Nan reports.
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Chinese composer celebrates legendary Japanese monk
By CHEN NAN
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Contact the writer at
chennan@chinadaily.com.cn

monic Orchestra premiered the 
piece at the Lanzhou Grand Theater 
in the provincial capital of Gansu, 
working with the chorus of the Lan­
zhou Concert Hall.

Marking the 45th anniversary of 
the signing of the Sino-Japanese 
Treaty of Peace and Friendship, the 
China Philharmonic Orchestra 
performed in Japan from Tuesday

fl

Russian Sofya Gulyak.
“Before they launch their profes­

sional careers as pianists, young stu­
dents spend hours practicing and 
gradually build up their own styles. 
In the past two weeks, I sawmanytal- 
ented young people come together, 
attend masterclasses and take pri­
vate lessons. They got a lot of infor­
mation, which cannot be obtained by 
learning on their own. I believe that 
the experience will be unforgettable 
in tlieir career” says Wang Xiaohan, 
head of the piano department of 
Tianjin Juilliard’s pre-college divi­
sion. He notes that he was very excit­
ed that his own teacher, 86-year-old 
Vardi, came to die festival.

Along with the chair of the piano 
department at the Juilliard School 
in New York, Yoheved Kaplinsky, 
Wang served as co-artistic director 
of the piano festival.

The festival also opened to the 
public with one outdoor concert and 
three indoor concerts, as well as 
online streaming programs. 

“Besides gathering a group of 
high-level pianists from around the 
world to provide piano students 
with an exciting and inspiring edu­
cational experience this summer, 
the festival was also like a musical 
celebration,” says He Wei, CEO and 
artistic director of the Tianjin Juil­
liard School.

The school, opened in 2019, is the 
first overseas campus of the New 
York-headquartered school and is the 
first such institution in China that 
confers a US-accredited music degree.

Ayear later, he began building a mon­
astery on Mount Koya — a sacred 
mountain in west-central Honshu, 
which was inscribed as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site in 2004.

However, Zou was tempted by the 
idea of writing the piece, not only 
hoping to challenge himself but also 
because he found that Kukai’s lega­
cy still has an impact on bonds

month practicing the piece. “It 
allowed me to have a full under­
standing about how to work with a 
symphony orchestra and a conduc­
tor, which opened my vision.”

Li took part in the inaugural Tian­
jin Juilliard Piano Festival, which 
was held from July 30 to Aug 13 at 
the Tianjin school, and he was one 
of several young students, who got 
the opportunity to perform with the 
Suzhou Symphony Orchestra.

On Aug 13, three young piano stu­
dents, Jiang Qifan, Wei Yinuo and 
Zhou Pengcheng, performed with 
the Tianjin Juilliard’s affiliated 
QingXin Ensemble, under the baton 
of Lai, playing piano concertos by 
Johann Sebastian Bach, Joseph 
Haydn, and Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart. Star pianist Chen Sa also 
performed with the Suzhou Sym­
phony Orchestra under the baton of 
Chen Lin, playing Frederic Chopin’s 
Concerto No 1 in E minor, Op 11, 
which brought an end to the festival. 

“Piano students practice alone 
most of the time. When they partici­
pate in piano competitions, they 
usually work with symphony 
orchestras during the final rounds. 
However, many students don’t have 
the experience of working with sym­
phony orchestras. The goal of the 
event was to allow piano students to 
get such rare and fresh experience,” 
says Lai, who was bom in 1991 and 
had her first piano lesson when she 
was just five years old.

She now semes as an assistant 
conductor of the China NCPA 
Orchestra, the resident orchestra of 
the National Centre for the Perform­
ing Arts, and teaches choral singing

Composer Zou Ye hesitated when 
he was commissioned by the China 
Philharmonic Orchestra to write a 
piece about Kukai’s legendary life.

Zou, who is known for writing 
symphonic works, operas and 
soundtracks for movies and TV dra­
mas, had never composed any reli­
gious-themed music.

“The more I learned about Kukai, 
the more hesitant I felt. Buddhism is 
so deep and profound. It is closely 
associated with traditional Chinese 
culture. It was a great challenge for 
me, a Chinese composer, to write 
music about a Japanese monk, who 
had a close relationship with 
ancient China,” says Zou.

Kukai, whose original name was 
Saeki Mao, is one of the best-known 
and most beloved Buddhist monks 
from Japan. He came to China in 
804, during the Tang Dynasty (618- 
907), hoping to leam more about 
Buddhism. After arriving in the 
Tang Dynasty capital, Chang’an — 
today’s Xi’an in Shaanxi province — 
he met the great master of Bud­
dhism, Huiguo, and became his 
favorite student.

Kukai finished his studies in 
China and returned to Japan in 806.

ushing his black-framed 
glasses up the bridge of his 
nose, 19-year-old Li Tian-
you, a young man with the

face of a high school student, began 
his performance of Concerto No 2 in 
G minor, Op 16.

It was the first time that Li played 
the piece by Russian composer Ser­
gey Prokofiev (1891-1953) along with 
a symphony orchestra — the Suzhou 
Symphony Orchestra — under the 
baton of conductor Lai Jiajing. His 
performance sparked a dynamic 
response from the audience. 

“Many pianists would agree that 
from a technical viewpoint this is 
the most unremittingly difficult of 
all the Prokofiev piano concertos. 
But the young man impressed all of 
us,” Lai said the day after the per­
formance, which was held at the 
Tianjin Juilliard Concert Hall on 
Aug 12. She joked that the way Li 
adjusted his glasses was like a trig­
ger, transforming him into a totally 
different persona and bringing him 
into the “zone” of the performance. 

Born and raised in Jinan, Shan­
dong province, Li, who learned to 
play piano at the age of 4, was a pre­
college student at the Tianjin Juil­
liard School and this September, he 
will begin studying at the Tianjin 
Conservatory of Music.

“I have played Prokofiev’s Concer­
to No 2 in G minor, Op 16, but I never 
played the complete piece. I was 
very nervous when I did rehearsals 
with the orchestra because I not 
only played my part, but also lis­
tened to other musicians, as well as 
paying attention to the conductor,” 
says Li, adding that he spent a

ture. For example, he studied 
Chinese calligraphy, painting, 
poems and architecture. All of those 
influences were taken back to Japan 
by Kukai,” says Zou, who conducted 
deep research into the monk. 

“There were many things I want­
ed to portray through the piece 
about Kukai, from his birth and 
study of Buddhism, to his life in 
China and how he promoted Bud­
dhism in Japan,” Zou adds.

“I wrote the music by referring to 
the form of the requiem, writing the 
choral parts as a restless fugue. I also 
borrowed musical elements from 
Japanese music and used Western 
musical instruments to imitate the 
sounds of traditional Japanese 
musical instruments, such as the 
shakuhachi (Japanese bamboo 
flute) and the taiko (Japanese 
drum),” Zou says.

According to Yu, the composition 
celebrates the 1,250th anniversary 
of Kukai’s birth, as well as the Sino- 
Japanese friendship.

“The last time we toured Japan 
was four years ago. The long gap 
made this tour valuable,” says Yu. 
“Cultural exchange between China 
and Japan has a long and profound 
history. This new piece made this 
tour even more meaningful.”

8

in the pre-college program at Tian­
jin Juilliard.

In the festival’s first week, Lai and 
the QingXin Ensemble worked with 
36 young students, aged 7 to 17. Lai 
says that most of the students had 
no experience of playing with 
orchestras.

“For some, it was a new adventure 
and for the others, they had the 
opportunity to express their own 
ideas about the interpretations of 
the music,” Lai says.

The two-week festival, which was 
initiated by Tianjin Juilliard in April 
and featured recitals, a series of pri­
vate lessons and masterclasses, 
opened to applicants of all national­
ities above 7 years of age. A total of 
28 young artists, 37 junior partici­
pants and 14 adjunct participants, 
took part in the festival, coached by 
12 internationally renowned pian­
ists, including Israeli Arie Vardi and

*

Left: Yoheved Kaplinsky, the chair of the piano department at the Juilliard School in New York, gives a masterclass at Tianjin Juilliard during the school’s inaugural piano festival.
Right: Piano student Li Tianyou, 19, plays under the baton of conductor Lai Jiajing during one of the festival’s concerts at the Tianjin Juilliard Concert Hall on Aug 12. photos provided to china daily

Left: Led by conductor Yu Long, the China Philharmonic Orchestra played a piece about ancient Japanese monk Kukai, who once came to 
China to learn Buddhism, in Kyoto on Wednesday. Right: Zou Ye, composer of Kukai. which celebrates Sino-Japanese friendship, at the 
piece’s debut in Lanzhou, Gansu province, on Aug 1. photos provided to china daily
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Renowned Israeli pianist Arie Vardi, 86, during a masterclass at 
the inaugural Tianjin Juilliard Piano Festival.
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between China and Japan.
Then, he spent over a year work­

ing on the piece, which features six 
chapters, recounting the life of 
Kukai and his contribution to com­
munication between China and 
Japan more than a thousand years 
ago.

On Aug 1, under the baton of con­
ductor Yu Long, the China Philhar-
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Many (piano) 
students don’t have 
the experience of 
working with 
symphony 
orchestras. The goal 
of the event was to 
allow piano students 
to get such rare and 
fresh experience.”
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to Saturday. Led by Yu, the orches­
tra played at the Kyoto Concert 
Hall and the Tokyo Opera City Con­
cert Hall, featuring Zou’s 
composition.

“In addition to his role as a reli­
gious leader, Kukai was also a poet, 
an artist, and a calligrapher. During 
his stay in China, he was heavily 
influenced by Chinese arts and cul-
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