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Since 2016, the United States 
and China have entered a new 
and difficult phase in their 
relationship, but it is a mistake 
to call it a new Cold War. 
During the Cold War, the US 
and the Soviet Union had 
virtually no trade or cultural 
ties. By contrast, annual China- 
US trade totals more than half a 
trillion dollars, and more than 
300,000 Chinese students and 
3 million tourists are in the US 
each year. A better description 
of today’s bilateral relationship 
is “cooperative rivalry” or 
“managed competition”. 

Since the end of World War 
II, US-China relations have 
gone through three phases that 
lasted roughly two decades 
each. Hostility marked the 20 
years after the Korean War, 
followed by limited cooperation 
against the Soviet Union during 
the phase that followed 
president Richard Nixon’s 
famous 1972 visit and talks with 
Chairman Mao Zedong. The 
Cold War’s end ushered in a 
third phase of economic 
engagement, with the US 
helping China’s global 
economic integration, 
including its entry into the 
World Trade Organization in 
2001. Now, since 2017, the US 
National Security Strategy 
focuses on great power rivalry, 
with China as the pacing 
challenge.

While many Chinese analysts 
blame this fourth phase on US 
president Donald Trump, the 
view of China in Washington 
had already begun to sour 
before the 2016 presidential 
election. Trump’s rhetoric and 
tariffs were merely gasoline 
poured on a smoldering fire. 

The liberal international 
order helped China sustain 
rapid economic growth and 
reduce poverty dramatically. 

But the US believes that 
China also tilted the tiade field 
to its advantage by subsidizing 
State-owned enterprises, 
engaging in commercial 
espionage, and requiring 
foreign companies to transfer 
their intellectual property to 
domestic “partners”. While 
many Democrats argued that 
Trump was mistaken to focus 
on the bilateral trade deficit, 
many supported his complaints 
about China’s efforts to 
challenge the US’ technological 
advantage. Moreover, China’s 
growing military strength 
added a security dimension to 
the bilateral relationship. 

While this fourth phase of the 
relationship is not a Cold War, it 
is much more than a typical 
trade dispute. Both countries 
are trying to “de-risk” their 
interdependence by subsidizing 
indigenous industries and 
altering supply chains. 

Some analysts believe this 
fourth phase marks the 
beginning of a conflict in which 
an established hegemon goes to 
war with a rising challenger. In 
his explanation of the 
Peloponnesian War, Thucydides 
famously argued that it was 
caused by Sparta’s fear of a 
rising Athens. These analysts 
believe that China’s rise will 
create a similar fear in the US, 
and use the analogy of World 
War I, when a rising Germany 
set hegemonic Britain on edge.

Premier Li gave Mishustin a 
grand welcoming ceremony at the 
Great Hall of the People in Beijing 
on Wednesday before they held offi­
cial talks. They also witnessed the 
signing of an array of cooperation 
documents.

Noting that strong resilience, great 
potential and broad prospects remain 
in pragmatic cooperation between 
the two countries, Li said that China is 
willing to work with Russia to opti­
mize the trade structure, further 
enrich trade categories, expand coop­
eration in the fields of agricultural 
service trade and digital economy, 
facilitate trade and businesses, and 
improve customs clearance efficiency.

’ • A

6 \

Generations of artifact restorers 
keep alive the stories of history 
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March opened a new era of the Rus­
sia-China comprehensive strategic 
partnership of coordination.

Russia is willing to work with 
China to implement the important 
consensus reached by the two 
heads of state, fully utilize the regu­
lar meetings between the two 
prime ministers and relevant coop­
eration mechanisms, and deepen 
pragmatic cooperation in various 
fields, he said.

The prime minister added that 
Russia stands ready to work with 
China to promote the multipolariza­
tion of the world and consolidate 
the international order based on 
international law.

By OUYANG SHIJIA
ouyangshijia@chinadaily.com.cn

China Daily Global
©2023 All Rights 
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As Xie Feng arrived in the United 
States to assume his new post as 
China’s 12th ambassador to the 
world’s largest economy, observers 
said Washington should offer not 
just due hospitality, but also more 
sincerity for repairing the strained 
bilateral ties.

Beijing has shown a readiness to 
step up exchanges between the two 
countries and to bring their ties back 
on track, with the new ambassador 
making a number of remarks and 
issuing messages and letters upon 
his arrival in New York and in Wash­
ington, analysts said.

Xie was formerly the vice-foreign 
minister in charge of affairs related to 
North America and Oceania. His pre­
decessor in Washington is current 
State Councilor and Foreign Minister 
Qin Gang, who completed his ambas­
sadorial tenure and returned to China 
in January.

Speaking to the media at John F. 
Kennedy International Airport in 
New York on Tuesday, Xie said he 
will “safeguard the interests of 
China” and “enhance China-US 
exchanges and cooperation” as a 
representative and envoy of the 
Chinese people.

After arriving in Washington on 
Tuesday night, the new top envoy to 
the US spoke to media from both 
nations, noting that “obviously 
there are profound differences 
between the two countries”, and the 
ties have “once again come to a his­
torical crossroads”.

“We should make the two peoples 
feel assured and set die world at

Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Mao Ning said on Wednesday, “The 
ambassador is an important bridge 
and bond for communication and 
cooperation between China and die 
US, and it is hoped that the US 
could offer support and conve­
nience for Ambassador Xie Feng in 
fulfilling his duty”

Mao underlined the significance of 
die two-way relations to both 
nations and the world, and she urged 
the US to “work toward the same 
goal with China, strengthen dia­
logue, manage and control divergen­
ces, advance cooperation, and push 
the China-US ties back onto the track 
of sound and steady development”

Li also called for strengthening 
subnational cooperation, promot­
ing people-to-people exchanges, and 
expanding collaboration in such 
fields as education, science and 
technology, culture, tourism, sports 
and health.

Mishustin hailed the fruitfill coop­
eration between the two countries, 
saying that the Russia-China relation­
ship enjoys special, exemplary signifi­
cance in international relations.

Against the backdrop of the tur­
bulent international situation, Rus­
sia is willing to work with China to 
effectively respond to the new chal­
lenges faced by both countries, 
Mishustin said.

President Xi Jinping reiterated on 
Wednesday China’s readiness to 
work with Russia to support each 
other on issues concerning core 
interests, and he called for enhanc­
ing all-around bilateral cooperation 
between the two countries.

Xi made the remarks during a 
meeting in Beijing with Russian 
Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin, 
who made an official visit to China 
on Tuesday and Wednesday at the 
invitation of Premier Li Qiang.

Xi asked Mishustin to convey his 
sincere greetings to Russian Presi­
dent Vladimir Putin, and he recalled 
his successful state visit to Russia in 
March, when the two presidents out­
lined a blueprint for the development 
of China-Russia relations and bilater­
al cooperation in various fields.

Consolidating and developing 
China-Russia relations is not only 
the shared aspiration of the two 
peoples, but also the overarching 
trend of the times, Xi said.

He emphasized that China is will­
ing to work with Russia to firmly 
support each other on issues con­
cerning their core interests, and to 
strengthen mutual coordination 
within multilateral frameworks, 
such as the United Nations, the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza­
tion, BRICS and the G20.

Both sides should continue to tap 
the potential for economic partner­
ship, consolidate and expand fun­
damentals of cooperation in the 
fields of energy and mutual connec­
tivity, and create more growth 
points, he added.

China is willing to work with Rus­
sia and other countries of the Eura­
sian Economic Union to boost the 
synergy between the Belt and Road 
Initiative and the Eurasian Econom­
ic Union, advance the building of a 
more open regional market, and 
ensure stable and unimpeded global

Cloud players 
face off after 
price cuts
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industrial and supply 
chains, Xi said.

Trade between Chi­
na and Russia hit a 
record high of $190.27 
billion in 2022. 

Between January and April, bilater­
al trade exceeded $73.1 billion, up 
41.3 percent over the same period of 
last year, according to data from the 
General Administration of Customs. 

Furthermore, energy cooperation 
continues to be a major stabilizer for 
the bilateral ties.

During the meeting, Mishustin 
conveyed Putin’s warm greetings 
and best washes to Xi, saying that 
Xi’s historic state visit to Russia in
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Oklahoman Kyle Dillingham 
brought bluegrass to Gansu

oreign companies are seek­
ing opportunities in the 
world’s biggest video 

games market as China imple­
ments supportive regulatory poli­
cies and provides a better 
environment for global stakehold­
ers, analysts said.

The nation granted licenses to 
27 foreign online games in 
March, including titles to be pub­
lished by China’s leading technol­
ogy and internet companies such 
as Tencent Holdings, NetEase 
and Bilibili.

It was the second group of for­
eign online games to receive
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Supportive regulatory policies offer better 
environment for global stakeholders
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Xi says both sides 
should tap economic 
potential, create
more growth points

Inside ease,” Xie said, vowing
extensive engagement 
and communication 
with all w'alks of life in 
the US.

In a letter to fellow compatriots in 
the US on liiesday, Xie said, “We are 
committed to the three principles of 
mutual respect, peaceful coexistence 
and win-win cooperation put for­
ward by President Xi Jinping, and 
wish to work with the US to explore 
the right way for the two countries to 
get along in the new era.”

Matthew Miller, a spokesman for 
tiie US State Department, said at a 
news briefing on Tuesday that “the 
United States welcomes the arrival” 
of Xie and looks forward to working 
with him and his team.

publishing licenses since 
December, when the National 
Press and Publication Adminis­
tration, or NPPA, approved the 
first batch of 44 foreign games 
for last year.

Analysts said the latest move 
marks a break with the past, as the 
NPPA usually grants licenses to 
foreign games in the second half of 
the year, especially in November 
and December.

INSIDE

China-proposed 
Initiative puts 

Africa on fast track 
of development

Global Views, page 13

Xie Feng, China’s new ambassador to the United States, speaks to the 
media after arriving at John F. Kennedy International Airport in New 
York on Tuesday, lirui/xinhua
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Domestic enterprises set their sights on overseas expansion opportunities
By OUYANG SHIJIA
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Chinese games companies are 
accelerating their push to expand 
overseas, betting big on rising 
growth opportunities in global 
markets, business executives and 
experts said.

Lu Xiaoyin, co-CEO and presi­
dent of Perfect World Co, a lead­
ing Chinese games and movie 
conglomerate, said, ‘“Going glob­
al’ remains a key development 
strategy for Chinese games com­
panies.

“A rising number of such com­
panies preparing to expand over­
seas are looking to improve their 
international competitiveness.”

Perfect World, which was 
among the first batch of Chinese 
games companies to seek a global 
presence, has expanded its over­
seas markets in recent years.

For example, the company’s 

list of mobile games for earnings 
in markets such as Japan, South 
Korea, the UK and Germany last 
year, accounting for about 30 per­
cent of the titles on the list, Xu 
added.

Faced with an evolving interna­
tional situation, Chinese games 
companies seeking an overseas 
presence are encountering chal­
lenges related to localization, and 
different regulations globally.

Despite these challenges, Lu 
believes the long-term growth 
prospects in overseas markets 
remain unchanged, and there is 
still room to expand abroad, espe­
cially in emerging markets such 
as the Middle East, Africa and 
Latin America.

Xu also sees huge growth poten­
tial in these three markets.

Despite the downturn in the 
global games market, the Middle 
East and Africa still saw growth of

behind their international coun­
terparts in areas such as market­
ing channels and methods.

“They need to operate in a more 
professional manner in overseas 
markets, especially in terms of 
attracting more global talent,” he 
added.

“More efforts should also be 
made to increase the acquisition of 
overseas talent and teams. This 
would be beneficial for local oper­
ations and absorb first-class talent 
from different countries and 
regions in terms of creative cul­
ture, games design and localiza­
tion channels, among others.”
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mobile game Tower of Fantasy 
had its official global release in 
August in overseas markets such 
as Europe, the United States, 
Japan and South Korea.

On the day the game was 
released, Tower of Fantasy’s per­
formance in the iOS App Store 
saw it take top spot in 36 coun­
tries and regions worldwide on 
the most downloaded apps chart. 
The title also made the top 10 list 
for most downloaded game apps 
in 122 countries and regions.

Lu said the global release of 
Tower of Fantasy has been a runa­
way success, demonstrating the 
strong research and development 
capabilities of the company, 
which is based in Beijing, to pro­
duce products suitable for global 
markets.

With the company launching 
more games globally, he believes 
its overseas performance will help 

Economy picks up
National Bureau of Statistics 

data show China’s economy is sta­
bilizing. It picked up in the first 
quarter of this year, mainly driven 
by a gradual recoveiy in consump­
tion.

The nation’s GDP growth 
rebounded to a stronger-than-ex- 
pected 4.5 percent year-on-year in 
the first quarter after reaching 2.9 
percent in the last quarter of 2022. 

Retail sales, a key gauge of con­
sumer spending, grew by 10.6 per­
cent year-on-yeai' in March, 
compared with 3.5 percent growth 
in the first two months.

In the first quarter, retail sales 
rose by 5.8 percent compared with 
the same period last year, while in 
the final quarter of 2022, they fell 
by 2.7 percent from a year earlier. 

Wu Baokang, an analyst at data

drive the steady growth of its 
overall business.

Perfect World has set up over­
seas branches in Europe, the US, 
Japan, South Korea, Southeast 
Asia and other countries and 
regions.

“We will continue to expand our 
overseas games business and 
develop titles more suitable for 
global distribution ... to gradually 
release global products in various 
categories,” Lu said.

Gamma Data Corp, a Chinese 
games database, said the US 
remains the largest overseas mar­
ket for mobile games developed 
by Chinese companies, account­
ing for more than 30 percent of 
the sector’s foreign revenue last 
year.

In addition to the US, Japan and 
South Korea, the United Kingdom 
and Germany are important inter­
national markets for mobile 

globe. A total of 17 domestic com­
panies earned places on this list, 
which was released last year by 
data.ai, a mobile analytics compa­
ny based in the US.

China’s top games and social 
media operator Tencent and lead­
ing Chinese games company Net- 
Ease retained the top two spots on 
the list for the fifth consecutive 
year.

NetEase Games said its products 
are played in a total of 200 coun­
tries and regions, including 140 
that have joined the Belt and Road 
Initiative, or BRI.

The company’s Naraka: Blade­
point, a combat game, has become 
a huge hit in the global market.

Within 30 days of its release, the 
game was being played in 126 
countries and regions involved in 
the BRI, and as of June, more than 
10 million copies of it had been 
sold globally, NetEase Games said.

11.1 percent in the mobile games 
market last year, Latin America 
saw growth of 6.9 percent, while 
Southeast Asia saw expansion of
5.1 percent, Gama Data said.

To better seize opportunities 
abroad, Xu said companies need 
to localize their overseas busi­
ness, build their own overseas 
teams, develop a self-owned 
information base, and better 
monitor changes in overseas mar­
kets.

“We take a rosy view of Chinese 
games companies’ future per­
formance in overseas markets,” 
Xu added.

“An increasing number of these 
companies will go global to 
expand their presence overseas. 
More Chinese games will make 
top 100 lists, among others, and 
there will still be room to develop 
in leading and emerging markets 
worldwide.”

Overseas ambitions
With the nation encouraging 

imports of more quality games 
products, Chinese games develop­
ers are expanding their presence 
overseas, seeking new growth 
opportunities in emerging mar­
kets worldwide.

“Facing fierce competition in 
the domestic games market, Chi­
nese companies are actively 
expanding their business abroad,” 
Wu said.

While overseas sales of games 
produced in China fell by 3.7 per­
cent year-on-year to $17.35 billion 
last year, sales in the domestic 
market fell by 13.07 percent year- 
on-year to 222.38 billion yuan, the 
industry report said.

Despite being affected by the 
pandemic in recent years, China 
has made considerable progress to 
become the world’s most devel­
oped mobile market, with Chinese 
mobile publishers ranked among 
the best in the world.

China overtook the US for the 
first time to dominate a list of the 
top 52 app publishers around the

It added that income from over­
seas markets accounted for more 
than 10 percent of its revenue. The 
company aims to further expand 
its overseas business, with 40 per­
cent to 50 percent of its revenue 
coming from such markets.

Zhang said Chinese games com­
panies have gained a competitive 
edge in the global market, and 
their overseas business has 
become an increasingly important 
part of their operations.

Despite these notable achieve­
ments, Zhang said some Chinese 
games companies seeking oppor­
tunities in global markets still lag

intelligence services provider 
iDigital, said it is highly likely that 
China will import more batches 
and games this year than in 2022, 
given the nation’s accelerated 
approval process for such imports. 

“I believe this implies a more 
supportive regulatory policy 
toward the games sector, and Chi­
na will welcome more imported 
high-quality foreign games,” Wu 
added.

In addition to the nation’s accel­
erated approval for imported 
games, 347 domestic games were 
approved in four batches from 
January to last month, with the 
monthly number of approvals 
remaining basically stable at more 
than 80.

The COVID-19 pandemic sent 
shockwaves through the global 
games market. It saw growth in 
2020 and 2021, but last year the 
market witnessed a year-on-year 
decline of more than 4 percent for 
the first time since industry con­
sultancy Newzoo started tracking 
global games market revenues.

Meanwhile, China’s games mar­
ket also shrank for the first time in 
years in 2022. A recently released 
industry report said the market 
generated revenue of 265.88 bil­
lion yuan ($38.85 billion), regis­
tering a 10.33 percent year-on- 
year decline amid a complicated 
and grim domestic and interna­
tional situation, weakening mar­
ket confidence and the pandemic. 

Released during the China 
Game Industry Annual Confer­
ence in Guangzhou, Guangdong 
province, in February, the report 
said some companies had to 
reduce investment in the research 
and development of games, with 
the entire industry entering a 
stage of financial and business 
pressure last year.

Analysts said the significant 
drop in games revenues last year 
was mainly due to mobile games, 
which produced revenue of 193.06 
billion yuan and comprised more 
than 70 percent of the Chinese 
market.

Mobile games revenue in China 
fell by 14.4 percent year-on-year in 
2022, compared with a 7.57 per­
cent gain the previous year, the 
report said.

China also reported its first fall 
in the number of games players 
for nearly a decade, with the fig­
ure declining by 0.33 percent 
year-on-year to 664 million last 
year. The number of mobile games 
players stood at 654 million last 
year, a fall of 0.23 percent year-on- 
year.

Wu, from iDigital, said that 
while China’s games market expe­
rienced a downturn last year due 
to the sluggish economic situation 
and weakened desire to buy 
games during the pandemic, it 
will likely rebound and see strong 
growth this year amid the resump­
tion of production and the rapid 
recovery of consumption.

“There will also be more market 
opportunities for foreign games 
companies that develop high-qual­
ity products,” Wu said.

In contrast with moves by the 
United States to crack down on 
Chinese technology products and 
apps such as TikTok, the analysts 
said China is committed to open­
ing its doors wider to the outside 
world, sending a positive signal for 
foreign companies seeking oppor­
tunities in the ultra-large Chinese 
market.

Zhang Yi, CEO and chief analyst 
at iiMediaResearch, said, “Com­
pared with the US’ actions to sup­
press and even blacklist leading 
companies from other countries, 
the Chinese government has 
shown its confidence and toler­
ance.”

The latest move by China to 
import new video games shows 
that the country is adhering to the 
reform and opening-up policies, 
which are also part of ongoing 
efforts to deepen reforms, Zhang 
said.

“As long as the contents of 
games are appropriate and they 
are operated legally, China is 
always open-minded about wel­
coming foreign companies to 
develop in its cultural and enter­
tainment market,” he said. 

“With such a huge market, Chi­
na welcomes high-quality prod­
ucts from all over the world to 
serve Chinese consumers. It is 
beneficial for foreign online 
games companies to expand their 
presence overseas and seek busi­
ness opportunities in China. This 
will also benefit their Chinese 
counterparts by increasing mar­
ket competition, which is condu­
cive to improving the 
development and management 
levels of China’s games sector.”

Zhang said China is sending a 
positive signal that it will open 
wider to the outside world, offer­
ing huge growth opportunities for 
stakeholders from around the 
world.

With China on track for a steady 
recovery this year, Zhang said the 
nation will play an increasingly 
important role in spurring global 
economic growth, and its huge 
consumer market will also benefit 
global companies.

_ J

games developed by Chinese com­
panies, Gamma Data Corp said.

Notably, the US, Japan and 
South Korea account for 56.4 per­
cent of such games produced by 
Chinese companies for overseas 
markets.

Xu Fanke, an analyst at the 
database, said, “Overseas sales of 
games developed in China 
reached $17.35 billion in 2022, 
accounting for over 10 percent of 
overall sales in overseas markets.” 

While such sales last year fell by 
3.7 percent year-on-year amid a 
sluggish global economic per­
formance, the rate of decline was 
much lower than that in the glob­
al market, Xu said.

Citing Gamma Data Corp, Xu 
said the international competi­
tiveness of Chinese games compa­
nies has improved notably.

More games developed by Chi­
nese companies made the top 100 
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Germany bad already surpassed 
Britain in industrial production by 
1900, while China’s GDP (measured 
in dollars) is currently only three- 
quarters the size of the US 
economy. The US and China have 
more time and assets to manage 
their relationship than Britain had 
with Germany. China is also 
constrained by a natural balance of 
power in Asia, in which Japan and 
India have no desire to be 
dominated by it. Succumbing to the 

change and rising sea levels obey 
the laws of physics, not politics. 

During the COVID-19 
pandemic, borders have become 
more porous to everything from 
illicit drugs to infectious diseases 
to terrorism. The two largest 
economies will have to cooperate 
to cope with these threats. Some 
aspects of the relationship will 
therefore involve a positive-sum 
game in which US national 
security will require partnering 
with China, and vice versa. 

The key question is whether the

By Al HEPING in New York 

aiheping@chinadailyusa.com

two countries are capable of 
thinking in terms of a 
“cooperative rivalry”. In an age of 
populist nationalism in both 
countries, it is much easier for 
leaders to create fear about a new 
Cold War. This is why soft power 
is so important to the 
relationship.

Soft power is the ability to get 
what one wants through attraction 
rather than coercion or payment. 
Both China and the US use their 
soft power to compete for influence 
in third countries, but it can also 
play an important positive-sum 
role in the bilateral relationship. 

If China and the US are able to 
attract each other, they improve the 

prospects for the cooperation that 
benefits both countries. And soft 
power makes it more difficult for 
nationalistic leaders to demonize 
die other country' and blunder into 
a disastrous war. Unfortunately, 
current political rhetoric is 
undercutting mutual soft power. 
Both governments should try to 
increase their soft power.

fear that Thucydides described 
would be an unnecessary self- 
fulfilling prophecy for both 
countries. Neither China nor the US 
poses an existential threat to the 
other unless they blunder into a 
war. China and the US are too big to 
invade or change each other.

There is another dimension, 
however, that makes this fourth 
phase a “cooperative rivalry” 
rather than a Cold War. China and 
the US face transnational 
challenges that are impossible to 
resolve without the other. Climate 

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis on 
Wednesday finally put himself in 
the race for the Republican presi­
dential nomination, setting up 
what is expected to be a bruising 
primary season with former presi­
dent Donald Hump.

DeSantis, 44, filed with the 
Federal Election Commission on 
Wednesday to run for president 
ahead of a live Twitter conversa­
tion with owner Elon Musk before 
his campaign releases an official 
launch video.

But the planned conversation 
early Wednesday evening encoun­
tered multiple technical issues that 
delayed it by more than 20 minutes 
as the platform kept crashing.

Musk blamed the technical dif­
ficulties on servers not having suf­
ficient bandwidth for the hundreds 
of thousands of people who were 
tuning in.

Musk apologized: “I think we’re 
definitely' breaking new ground 
here. As far as I know, no major 
presidential candidate has ever 
announced their candidacy on 
social media this way, certainly in 
a Twitter Space. So, thank you for 
doing that.”

DeSantis said he chose to 
announce via the social media 
platform because of his distrust of

On Twitter, Florida governor announces bid 
for 2024 Republican presidential nomination

when Washington “has gone to 
extremes recently in suppressing 
and coercing China, such as its util­
izing the recently concluded G7 
summit as a tool for strategic com­
petition”, Su said.

“Tire US knows clearly' that China 
will not easily make concessions 
despite its open attitude toward 
communication with the US, and 
China surely will take countermeas­
ures if the US continues stepping up 
pressure and damaging China’s 
national interests,” she added.

Political economist and global activist Laurence Brahm is presented 
with a hada, a Tibetan scarf, during the 2023 Forum on the Develop­
ment of Xizang, in Beijing on Tuesday, jiang qiming / china news service

Observers noted that Xie has 
arrived in the US at a time when the 
bilateral ties continue to suffer ten­
sion, which worsened earlier this 
year after Washington hyped the 
incident involving an unmanned 
Chinese airship that strayed into 
US airspace and made further prov­
ocations to stir up the Taiwan Strait 
situation.

Wu Xinbo, dean of Fudan Uni­
versity’s Institute of International 
Studies, said recently that Wash­
ington has sent some positive sig­
nals for improving political, 

a n
to his future interaction with Wash­
ington on behalf of China.”

Xie has been a key participant 
in and witness to recent high-level 
bilateral meetings between Bei­
jing and Washington, experts said. 

Su Xiaohui, an associate research 
fellow at the China Institute of 
International Studies, said the 
comments made by Xie upon his 
arrival in New York and in Wash­
ington “reflect the great complexity 
of the relations and Beijing’s pro­
active role in shaping the relations” 
and Xie’s new post is “part of the 
proactive efforts”.

Xie’s new job comes at a time 

economic and trade ties with Chi­
na, yet “it remains to be seen how 
far and how sincerely the US wil 1 go 
in this regard”

“Currently, China-US ties are 
still undergoing fluctuations at a 
low, because Washington has con­
stantly been making problems and 
trouble, leading to friction and 
conflicts,” he said.

Wu noted that Xie “has worked 
on dealing with China-US relations 
for 30 years and has experienced 
both the rosy and bumpy periods of 
the relations. ... Given the compli­
cated, strained ties, such experi­
ence will be a very important asset 

TheTibet autonomous region has 
made remarkable achievements in 
high-quality development over the 
past decade and it will further 
improve the growth pattern based 
on its advantages, said officials and 
experts.

Tibet has maintained rapid eco­
nomic growth while investing heav­
ily in education, healthcare, culture, 
housing, employment and social 
security, and it has caught up with 
nationwide efforts to build a well-off 
socialist society in an all-round way, 
said the officials and experts attend­
ing the 2023 Forum on the Develop­
ment of Xizang in Beijing on 
TUesday. Xizang is the Chinese 
name for Tibet.

Wang Junzheng, Party secretary of 
the autonomous region, said at the 
forum that Tibet’s high-quality devel­
opment will adhere to the general 
principle of seeking progress while 
maintaining stability and actively 
serving as well as integrating with 
the new development paradigm. 

“We will attach great importance 
to cultivating and developing indus­
tries and the real economy, continu­
ously optimize the business 
environment, vigorously promote 
the development of strategic emerg­
ing industries such as clean energy, 
the digital economy, general avia­
tion and cultural tourism, and 
actively develop industries closely 
related to the work and daily life of 
the people, striving to protect and 
improve people’s livelihoods,” he 
said.

Tibet is an important channel for 
China to open up to South Asia, and 
it will vigorously implement meas­
ures to revitalize border areas and 
enrich lives by upgrading infra­
structure, public services and indus­
trial development, improving port 
clearance capacity, expanding trade 
and further deepening cooperation 
with neighboring countries and 
regions, he said.

Maria Gustava, ambassador of 
Mozambique to China, said that 
during her visit to Tibet, she wit­
nessed Tibetans’ strong commit­
ment to accelerating efforts in 
promoting high-quality develop­
ment through hard work, conserva­
tion of the ecology and pursuit of 
peace and stability to consolidate 
the achievements made in poverty 
alleviation.

“The region has gained vitality 
and is really going through a tre­
mendous transformation and devel­
opment. ... Tibetans are living in 
much better conditions and their 
traditions, culture, language, reli­
gion and beliefs are being preserved 
and respected,” she said.

She also praised the philosophy of 
inclusiveness in all endeavors relat­
ed to rural development, enabling 
the region to develop based on its 
conditions and the protection of its 
local culture.

According to the regional govern­
ment, the gross domestic product of 
Tibet increased from 71 billion yuan 
($10 billion) in 2012 to 213.2 billion 
yuan in 2022. About 628,000 poor 
families were lifted out of absolute 
poverty during that period.

In the first quarter of this year, 
Tibet’s GDP grew by 8.2 percent and 
per capita disposable income for 
urban and rural residents increased 
by 4.1 percent and 6.4 percent, 
respectively, with growth rates rank­
ing at the forefront of the country. 

Wang Jingcai, deputy director of 
the region’s development and 
reform commission, said that Tibet 
boasts significant advantages in 
terms of its resources and unique 
characteristics, ranging from moun­
tains, waterways, forests and grass­
lands to abundant energy reserves, 
minerals and tourism, all support­
ing the region’s comprehensive 
development

“Tibet’s overall strength has made 
significant progress, as it leaps from 
lagging behind by a significant mar­
gin to advancing at a rapid pace; its 
high-quality development is now in 
the express lane,” she said.

In recent years, Tibet’s total eco­
nomic output has made significant 
breakthroughs, its fixed asset invest­
ment has grown rapidly, the pace of 
infrastructure construction has 
accelerated, major industries have 
been promoted and the living stan­
dards of residents have improved 
considerably, further narrowing its 
gap with other provinces and cities, 
Wang said.

Education in Tibet has also 
achieved comprehensive progress 
and historic achievements, provid­
ing sound support for the region’s 
overall high-quality development, 
with unprecedented enrollment 
rates at all levels and types of educa­
tion, said Dang Jing, head of the 
regional education department.

Tibet had 3,409 schools by the 
end of last year, with 944,000 stu­
dents, or one-quarter of the total 
population, enrolled. The enroll­
ment rate for preschool education 
hit 89.5 percent and the average 
length of education for the working­
age population was 10.2 years, said 
Dang.

No place to 
call home

the media after 
its coverage of 
his response to 
the COVID-19 
pandemic. He 
praised Musk 
for purchasing 
the social media 
company.

“I think what
was done with Twitter is realty sig­
nificant for the future of our coun­
try. We cannot have a society in 
which the government is collud­
ing with major tech platforms to 
enforce an orthodoxy,” DeSantis 
said.

A spokesman for DeSantis told 
CBS News: “There is so much 
enthusiasm for Governor DeSan­
tis’ vision for our Great American 
Comeback that he literally busted 
up the internet. Washington is 
next.”

During the discussion, DeSantis 
singled out national crime rates, 
promoted energy independence 
and the rise in migrants at the US- 
Mexico border.

‘To voters who are participating 
in this primary process, my pledge 
to you is this: If you nominate me, 
you can set your clock to January 
20, 2025, at high noon, because on 
the west side of the US Capitol I will 
be taking the oath of office as the 
47th president of the United States. 
No excuses. I will get the job done.”

The author is aprofessor at Harvard 
University and author of Soft Power 
and Great-Power Competition. 
The author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered 
by China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of China 
Daily.
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ByYANGZEKUN
yanggekun@chinadaily.com.cn

A boy sits with his toy 
truck amid the ruins 
of his house after an 
Israeli attack on Gaza 
on Tuesday left more 
than 400 Palestinian 
families homeless in 
Deir al-Balah. 
AU JA DALLAH / GETTY I MAGES

If China and 
the US are able to 
attract each other, 
they improve 
the prospects for 
the cooperation 
that benefits 
both countries.

When DeSantis was experienc­
ing Twitter difficulties, the former 
president wrote on his Truth Social 
post: “Wow! The DeSanctus TWIT­
TER launch is a DISASTER! His 
whole campaign will be a disaster. 
WATCH.”

President Joe Biden tweeted, “This 
link works”—addinga link to donate 
to his own reelection campaign.

DeSantis has consistently ranked 
second behind Trump in nation­
wide polls of Republicans. Trump 
once endorsed DeSantis for Florida 
governor, but expecting DeSantis 
to enter the primary race, he has 
attacked him for months.

Trump is the first choice of 53 
percent of Republican and Repub­
lican-leaning voters in the primary, 
roughly doubling DeSantis’ 26 
percent according to a CNN poll 
released Wednesday conducted by 
SSRS.

But the survey also finds that 
wide swaths of Republican-aligned 
voters are willing to consider either 
of the two.

Earlier Wednesday, Trump 
attacked DeSantis on social media 
calling him disloyal for running 
and pointing out votes DeSantis 
made as a congressman in favor 
of resolutions that would, among 
other things, raise the retirement 
age for Social Security. DeSantis 
has distanced himself from that 
recently.

“Also, he desperately needs a per­
sonality transplant, and, to the best 
of my knowledge, they are not med­
ically available yet,” Trump wrote.

A March CNN survey had Trump 
at 40 percent and DeSantis 36 per­
cent. When voters in the new poll 
were asked about a second choice, 
however, DeSantis got 34 percent 
and Trump 15 percent.

Trump was banned from Twitter 
after the Jan 6, 2021, insurrection 
by his supporters at the Capitol, 
and he has yet to return to the site 
even after Musk reinstated him last 
fall.

“Announcing on ’Rvitter is perfect 
for Ron DeSantis,” a Tramp adviser 
told NBC News in a text message. 
“This way he doesn’t have to inter­
act with people and the media can’t 
ask him any questions.”

DeSantis has said that he can 
win the general election against 
Biden, 80, while Hump, 76, can’t 
Ttump lias targeted DeSantis, using 
personal attacks and disparaging 
nicknames.

Prior to officially entering the 
race, DeSantis had taken trips to 
early voting states like Iowa, New 
Hampshire and Nevada.

The challenge he faces other than 
trailing widely in polls is to convert 
Tramp supporters without alienat­
ing them.

DeSantis represented Florida’s 
6th Congressional District in 
the US House of Representatives 
from 2013 to 2018. A graduate of 
Yale University and Harvard Law 
School, he joined the US Navy in 
2004, served as a legal adviser and 
was deployed to Iraq in 2007

The region has gained 
vitality... Tibetans are 
living in much better 
conditions and their 
traditions, culture, 
language, religion 
and beliefs are 
being preserved 
and respected.” 
Maria Gustava, ambassador 
of Mozambique to China

jty- ’’ ‘-,7-

'■'A ■ ' " '■ -

Tibet set for more growth 
based on its advantages
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Hou Tingting contributed to this story.

Method to treat celiac disease developedWater survey
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Xiangkai, a professor with the envi­
ronmental microbiology group in 
Lanzhou University — Khan has been 
isolating probiotic bacterial strains 
from Pakistani fermented sourdough 
bread to use them in preventing the 
occurrence of celiac disease.

According to Khan, the idea was 
taken from a previous study con­
ducted by their group that isolated a 
probiotic strain from jiangshui, a 
traditional Chinese fermented food, 
which could degrade uric acid and 
regulate gut microbiota.

They then made yogurt with the 
strain and conducted a two-month 
human trial on 120 volunteers with 
abnormally high levels of uric acid 
in their blood. Results showed that 
thejiangshui-yogatt exhibited high 
degradation capacity for uric acid.

Guided by his adviser, Khan and 
his team successfully isolated probi- 

By HU MEIDONG in Fuzhou 

and WANG SONGSONG

Zhang Jianhui, the founder, 
chairman and general manager of 
HyperStrong, said he did not hesi­
tate for a second to choose Haidian 
to establish his company when he 
returned from the United States in 
2011.

“I went to Tsinghua University for 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
studies, then went to the US for my 
doctoral degree after graduation,” 
he said. “I have deep connections 
with Haidian. Plus, Beijing, espe­
cially Haidian district, has a great 
business environment with many 
preferential policies that are attract­
ive and helpful for startups. So I 
founded my company here.”

Zhang, who spent time in Bei­
jing’s Haidian district during his col­

lege years at Tsinghua, now has his 
career based in die area where inno­
vation is highly encouraged.

“The local government always 
plays the role of an efficient and 
swift problem solver when compa­
nies meet difficulties — financing or 
talent-wise — which I believe is one 
of their important merits for entre­
preneurs,” he added.

Accordingto Zhang, HyperStrong 
has achieved extremely fast growth 
in the past three years.

“Since our company can help cli­
ents raise tiieir energy storage and 
transmission efficiency, which 
echoes the current low-carbon con­
cept, there are many opportunities 
both in domestic and foreign mar­
kets,” he said.

changing international environ­
ment, multilateralism is the only way 
to tackle global challenges.

“Both China and Germany are 
beneficiaries and advocates of multi­
lateralism and free trade. We hope 
that professionals from the scientific 
and business communities of both 
countries can, via the forum, deeply 
understand the long-term and sus­
tainable complementary nature of 
industrial technology between the 
two countries, continuously explore 
cooperation potential, build mutual­
ly beneficial bridges, and achieve 
mutual accomplishments and com­
mon development through innova­
tive collaboration,” he said.

Otto Hauser, chairman of the Feder­
al Association of the German-Chinese 
Alliance, said Germany, Europe and 
China can define joint projects that 
are in the best interest of all. All parties 
need new opportunities for coopera­
tion and the task of creating them 
under the conditions of the time.

China and Germany have a lot of 
experience to be shared, particularly 
in society, education and health, he 
added.

Li Qingdang, dean of the Chine- 
sisch-Deutsche Technische Fakultaet 
at Qingdao University of Science & 
Technology, said: “Germany has

ByZOUSHUO
zoushuo @chinadaily.com.cn

otic bacterial strains called LZU-GM 
from Pakistani fermented sour­
dough bread and finished a series of 
experiments on mice.

“According to our experiment 
results and integrative analysis, iso­
lated LZU-GM provides evidence 
that it can relieve adverse effects of 
gluten additive food and balance 
gut microbiota in mice,” said Khan, 
adding that further clinical trials 
will be needed to determine the 
safety and efficacy of probiotics in 
fermented sourdough bread as a 
treatment for celiac disease.

Li said they will make yogurt with 
LZU-GM strains isolated from Paki­
stani sourdough bread and continue 
to conduct related experiments. “We 
are confident that the new solution 
will be a therapeutic adjunct agent in 
treating celiac disease” he said.

XINHUA

By XIE CHUANJIAO 
in Qingdao, Shandong 

mechuanjiao@chinadaily.com.cn

By DU JUAN
dujuan@chinadaily.com.cn

More than 161 billion yuan ($23 
billion) in early-stage investment 
helped nearly 2,000 startup compa­
nies in Beij ing last year, demonstrat­
ing how the capital’s preferential 
policies on innovation are hating a 
positive impact on new businesses. 

According to the city government, 
tiie capital in recent decades has 
attracted investment for 102 uni­
corns — startups valued at more 
than $1 billion that are not yet listed 
on a public exchange.

“A new generation of unicorns is 
rapidly rising in Beijing, and half of 
them are developing hard technolo­
gies,” said Xu Jian, director of the 

U- 
KF

accumulated many core technolo­
gies, but has a limited market and 
shrinking labor resources. China has 
more application scenarios, innova­
tion and opportunities. Working 
together, we can integrate our advan­
tages, build core competitiveness and 
promote common development.”

Wang Zhihong, vice-mayor of 
Quanzhou, briefed the media prior 
to the event on April 25. “At the 
forum, the two countries can jointly 
explore and make use of our own 
advantageous resources to comple­
ment each other’s strengths and 
promote scientific and technologi­
cal empowerment to boost econom­
ic development and social progress.” 

Wang Pijun, secretary-general of 
the Western Returned Scholars Asso­
ciation, said the forum promotes 
international communication and 
people-to-people exchanges. “Only 
when more people get involved, can 
we promote mutual understanding,” 
he uiged.

The first Sino-German Sci-tech 
Forum was held in Berlin in 2018, 
and the second in Beijing in 2019.

Scholars, businessmen and offi­
cials from Germany and China gath­
ered in the city of Quanzhou, Fujian 
province, on Wednesday for a forum 
aimed at boosting China-Germany 
friendship and sci-tech cooperation. 

Themed “Creating a new future 
of Sino-German sci-tech coopera­
tion: mutual support for common 
development” the third Sino-Ger­
man Sci-tech Forum welcomed 
more than 200 participants from 
the two countries to discuss key 
areas with broad prospects for 
Sino-German cooperation, such as 
digital economy and intelligent 
manufacturing, new energy and 
automobile industry, life sciences 
and new pharmaceuticals.

Co-hosted by the Western Returned 
Scholar Association (Overseas-edu­
cated Scholars Association of China) 
and tiie Quanzhou government, the 
three-day event was received positive­
ly by tiie participants.

DingZhongli, vice-chairman of tiie 
Standing Committee of the National 
People’s Congress and president of 
the Western Returned Scholars Asso­
ciation, addressed the forum saying 
that in tiie current complex and ever-

high-tech industiy promotion cen­
ter of the Beijing Science and Tech­
nology Commission, and the 
Administrative Commission of 
Zhongguancun Science Park.

“In recent years, a group of young 
unicorns that have been established 
for no more than five years have 
emerged in the capital in fields such 
as artificial intelligence-assisted 
drug research and development, Al 
chips, industrial internet and com­
mercial aerospace,” he said.

Beijing HyperStrong Technology 
Co, a provider of energy storage sys­
tems and technology services, is one 
such unicorn founded in Beijing’s 
Haidian district where Zhongguan­
cun — known as China’s Silicon Val­
ley — is located.

the US for the fourth consecutive 
year.

The report was based on a sur­
vey conducted by Vision Overseas 
Consulting Co, a subsidiary of New 
Oriental Education and Technolo­
gy Group, of 9,551 students who 
plan to go to school overseas. The 
report has been released annually 
for the past nine years.

The report found that almost half 
the respondents said they would 
prefer to go to destinations with a 
favorable attitude toward China, 
and one-third said they would con­
sider applying to go to schools in 
various countries and regions.

Lin Xiaoya, a senior high school 
student at Changchun Foreign 
Languages School in Jilin prov­
ince, said she plans to study in 
Singapore for her undergraduate 
studies due to the similarity in cul­
ture, beautiful scenery and the 
country’s strength in higher edu­
cation.

She said she wants to major in a 
STEM field such as math or com­
puter science, and felt that her 
chances of being admitted to a col­
lege in the US or the UK were slim. 

“It is almost common knowl­
edge that top universities in the US 
and UK only admit a very small 
number of Chinese students for 
science majors, and even if they 
do, they would prefer students 
who have already studied abroad 
during high school.”

Chen Yihan, 25, had thought 
about studying at a US university 
for postgraduate studies, yet due 
to various reasons he studied at 
Imperial College London in 2021 
and returned to work at an inter­
net company in Beijing last year. 

“I wanted to major in chip tech­
nology, and it is common for the 
US government to put visa restric­
tions on Chinese students major­
ing in the sector, and studying in 
the UK does not have that prob­
lem,” he said.

“I also worry about my safety as 
there are many gun shooting inci­
dents in the US.”

Zhang said Europe and the US are 
the two most promising overseas 
markets for the business.

According to the Global Unicorn 
Index 2023 released by Hurun 
Research Institute, Beijing-based 
ByteDance, which was founded in 
2012, is the world’s most valuable 
unicorn for tiie second year running 
with a value of $200 billion.

Four other Chinese companies 
made the top 10: Ant Group, Shein, 
WeBank and Cainiao, which were 
third, fourth, sixth and 10th respec­
tively.

Beijing, which currently has 79 
unicorn companies, is ranked third 
among cities worldwide, following 
San Francisco and New York. Shang­
hai ranked fourth with 66.

China has vowed to intensify 
nationwide initiatives to pro­
mote trash sorting practices, 
aiming to enhance civic literacy 
and develop an environment­
friendly lifestyle among citi­
zens, officials said recently.

Speaking at a national-level 
working conference held in 
Qingdao, Shandong province 
on Tuesday, Ni Hong, minister 
of housing and urban-rural 
development, emphasized the 
need for comprehensive grass­
roots efforts to raise awareness 
and understanding of trash 
sorting practices.

Ni highlighted the active 
participation of volunteers in 
trash sorting activities, the 
organization of public events 
and the integration of trash 
sorting education into school 
curricula to inspire younger 
generations.

“These collective efforts have 
successfully generated public 
interest and concern regarding 
trash sorting practices,” said Ni. 

Official data revealed that by 
the end of last year, trash sort­
ing had been implemented in 
297 cities at or above the prefec­
ture level across China, with 
residential compounds achiev­
ing an average coverage rate of 
82.5 percent.

The goal for this year is to sur­
pass 90 percent coverage, with 
complete nationwide coverage 
targeted by the end of 2025, 
according to the working con­
ference.

Significant progress has also 
been made in building facilities 
and recycling waste, with a dai­
ly solid waste processing capac­
ity of 530,000 metric tons, of 
which 77.6 percent is handled 
through incineration.

Officials stressed the impor­
tance of aligning trash sorting 
practices with legal support 
and tiie utilization of advanced 
technologies in future endeav­
ors.

In Beijing, trash-sorting man­
agement has been integrated 
with the city’s property man­
agement regulations and stan­
dards of civilized conduct.

Xu Li, deputy director of the 
Beijing Commission of Urban 
Management, revealed that 
over 80 policies have been 
implemented to enforce trash 
sorting across various sectors, 
including restaurants, super­
markets, hospitals, schools, 
hotels, tourist attractions, 
e-commerce platforms and 
delivery services.

Qingdao, which initiated city­
wide trash sorting efforts in 
2017, has adopted big data tech­
nology in its trash sorting man­
agement.

In the city’s West Coast New 
Area, also known as Huangdao 
district, urban management 
workers utilize data collected 
from 36,000 garbage tracks and 
waste facilities, which can be 
accessed in real time through a 
cloud platform.

Additionally, waste bins are 
equipped with chips that allow 
tracks to identify them. Jiang 
Ailing, an official from the dis­
trict’s urban management 
bureau, explained that the 
cloud system issues warnings if 
a track is transporting inappro­
priate garbage based on 
unmatched information.

Furthermore, in a unique ini­
tiative, over 500,000 residents 
in tiie district are encouraged to 
take photos of their garbage 
cans at home. These images are 
submitted through a WeChat 
mini program, where an artifi­
cial intelligence-powered sys­
tem evaluates the proper 
sorting practices.

“Residents who consistently 
adhere to correct sorting meth­
ods earn credits, which can be 
redeemed for daily necessities 
at nearby supermarkets or gro­
cery stores,” Jiang said.

*
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Furry robotic cats attract visitor attention at the eighth China Robotop Summit in Yuyao, Zhejiang prov­
ince, on Wednesday. The fair showcases cutting- edge technologies and products in the sector of smart 
robots and internet of things, hu xuejun / for china daily

LANZHOU — An international 
research team has developed a new 
method to treat celiac disease, 
according to Lanzhou University in 
Northwest China’s Gansu province. 

The study conducted by Chinese, 
Pakistani and other overseas 
researchers has been published in the 
journal Food Research International. 

Aman Khan, leader of tiie study and 
a Rikistani postdoctoral fellow at Lan­
zhou University, has been engaged in 
research related to the treatment of 
celiac disease for several years.

According to Khan, the disease, 
an immune disorder triggered by 
gluten ingestion, is quite common 
in Asian countries including Paki­
stan, as they eat lots of food made of 
flour, which contains gluten. He 
hopes to use his knowledge to help 
people affected by this disorder.

Supported by his adviser — Li
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Science workers test water quality at the Kumkol Basin on the 
northern slope of the eastern Kunlun Mountains in the Xinjiang 
Uygur autonomous region on Tuesday. Xinjiang launched a sci­
entific survey of water resources in the barely inhabited area this 
year to study the feasibility of utilizing the resources to support the 
development of water-scarce southern Xinjiang, ding lei / xinhua

’ j 
I

Survey attributes changes to students 
favoring more friendly destinations

A growing number of students 
from the Chinese mainland are 
choosing to study in Asia, in places 
where they can enjoy friendlier 
environments with similar cul­
tures at relatively lower costs, 
while at the same time the United 
States, though still the most 
favored destination, saw a signifi­
cant drop in its popularity, accord­
ing to a recent report.

Hong Kong, Japan and Singapo­
re have become popular destina­
tions for Chinese students 
pursuing their studies outside of 
the mainland, tiie report said.

For students pursuing under­
graduate degrees or lower, Hong 
Kong and Japan were tied as the 
fourth most popular destinations 
this year, favored by 15 percent of 
the surveyed students, followed by 
Singapore with 14 percent.

In 2019, only 10 percent of stu­
dents chose Hong Kong, and 9 
percent chose Japan and Singapo­
re.

The US, the United Kingdom 
and Canada clinched the top three 
spots.

While tiie US remained the most 
favored overseas study destination 
for undergraduates in this year’s 
report, chosen by 34 percent of 
respondents, this was a drop from 
45 percent in 2019.

The percentage of students 
going to the UK and Canada 
remained relatively unchanged 
over the past five years.

For students pursuing postgrad­
uate studies, the trend is similar. 

The percentage of students 
going to the US for postgraduate 
studies dropped from 45 to 30 per­
cent from 2019 to 2023, while 
those going to Hong Kong 
increased from 14 to 22 percent, 
and Singapore from 9 to 15 per­
cent.

The UK remained the most pop­
ular overseas study destination for 
postgraduates in 2023, surpassing
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Authorities lay emphasis on tackling high youth unemployment
By XU WEI

WANG QINGYUN
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Rescue teams brace for
extreme weather

vehicles tailored to the needs of 
rural motorists, it added.

The policy has also boosted the 
confidence of operators of public 
charging stations, who are eager to 
tap into the potential for the rural 
market.

An Shuo, founder of the Beijing 
ShiJi Yunan New Energy Co, a 
company devoted to the develop­
ment of public charging facilities, 
said that in order to fuel the expan­
sion of charging stations in rural 
areas, operators must tackle diffi­
culties in facility maintenance, 
and authorities should give great­
er priority to ensuring the safety of 
residents.

“The development of charging 
infrastructure must be planned in

departments and public institu­
tions. An action plan will be put in 
place to create 1 million internship 
opportunities for young people, an 
initiative that will also provide 
employers with subsidies for the 
purpose of paying interns a basic 
allowance.

Experts said that tackling youth 
unemployment should continue to 
be a policy priority, and the gov­
ernment needs to come up with 
more pro-business measures to 
stabilize economic growth.

According to the National 
Bureau of Statistics, China’s sur­
veyed unemployment rate among

The National Fire and Res­
cue Administration held a vir­
tual meeting earlier this 
month, asking fire and rescue 
teams around the country to 
spare no efforts in responding 
to floods and droughts result­
ing from extreme weather.

Extreme weather has been 
more frequent this year, lead­
ing to increased rainfall in 
both the northern and south­
ern parts of the country, said 
the administration affiliated to 
the Ministry of Emergency 
Management.

According to the administra­
tion, serious flooding may 
occur in the middle and lower 
reaches of the Songhua and 
Nenjiang rivers in Northeast 
China, and of the Yellow River, 
as well as the Haihe River in 
North China and the valley of 
the Pearl River in South China. 

Meanwhile, the country is 
also experiencing above aver­
age temperatures, with Yunnan 
province in particular suffering 
from acute drought

all workers in urban areas stood at 
5.2 percent in April. However, the 
jobless rate for those age 16 to 24 
stood at 20.4 percent, highlighting 
the need for stronger policy sup­
port to spur youth employment.

China is set to see a record 11.58 
million students graduate this 
year, which will put even more 
pressure on the job market.

Wang Ting, a professor of 
human resources at the China Uni­
versity of Political Science and 
Law, said that offering young peo­
ple more jobs and better employ­
ment services should be given 
equal attention by authorities

The Chinese authorities have 
rolled out steps to stabilize the job 
market, pledging to offer stronger 
policy support for businesses that 
create a large number of jobs.

In a policy document issued last 
month, the General Office of the 
State Council laid out a series of 
measures to expand employment, 
encourage entrepreneurship and 
boost vocational training.

Other key steps include encour­
aging State-owned enterprises to 
scale up recruitment and stabiliz­
ing the payrolls of government

looking to resolve the unemploy­
ment problem.

He underscored the need for 
higher-education institutions to 
adjust their majors in line with 
demand from the job market to 
make it easier for graduates to find 
work.

Wang also highlighted that 
more internship opportunities 
will help the young and jobless 
improve their skills and better 
adapt to the job market.

He added that it is also impor­
tant that vocational schools offer 
more training opportunities tai­
lored to the needs of employers,

a forward-thinking manner to 
spur the growth of the NEV sec­
tor,” he said.

An explained that many rural 
drivers park their vehicles in front 
of their homes, so the develop­
ment of home chargers is also 
important.

Meanwhile, as the use of electric 
vehicles increases, there will be 
heightened demand for fast­
charging facilities, which will 
increase pressure on power grids. 

He expressed hope that the gov­
ernment will roll out more 
detailed policy incentives for the 
renovation of power grids, and 
offer businesses more support in 
the planning of facilities and opera­
tion procedures.

mote the development of home 
chargers for rural families, in addi­
tion to the development of public 
charging stations.

With the majority of vehicles in 
rural areas currently powered by 
fossil fuels, the shift to NEVs 
would significantly contribute to 
national green transition goals, he 
added.

To boost sales of NEVs in rural 
areas, the policy document 
pledged to encourage automakers 
to diversify the supply of their 
products, and develop cheaper 
utility vehicles.

Businesses will be offered incen­
tives to promote secondhand 
NEVs in rural areas, and the gov­
ernment will urge authorities, 
schools and hospitals in counties 
and townships to use NEVs.

The use of NEVs for public trans­
portation, law enforcement, sani­
tation and logistics will also be 
promoted, the document said.

The government will roll out 
multifaceted policies to entice 
rural consumers, including issu­
ing coupons and offering incen­
tives to rural residents to replace 
their scooters with NEVs, accord­
ing to the document.

The government will also ensure 
that financial institutions offer 
proper loan rates and payment 
terms for purchasers of NEVs.

Government support
According to the latest policy 

document, the central govern­
ment will use special bonds issued 
by local authorities to expand the 
coverage of charging stations at 
service areas on highways.

It also set out goals to build 
more charging stations at govern­
ment buildings, public institu­
tions, commercial areas and 
transportation hubs, with steps to 
expand the network to tourist 
attractions and gas stations.

The government will encourage 
NEV manufacturers to further 
develop their service networks 
and support vocational schools in 
efforts to offer maintenance train­
ing for NEVs in rural areas, the 
document said.

Cui Dongshu, secretary-general 
of the China Passenger Car Associ­
ation, said there is still immense 
potential to promote NEVs in the 
rural market.

“It is a huge market and repre­
sents a major opportunity for 
automakers. It will also reshape 
China’s consumption structure 
and lead to more sustainable con­
sumer spending,” he said.

Cui highlighted the need to pro­

Meng Wei, spokesperson for the
National Development and
Reform Commission

especially in the green and digital 
sectors.

Meng Wei, a spokesperson for the 
National Development and Reform 
Commission, told a news briefing 
on May 17 that maintaining a prop­
er rate of economic growth remains 
the fundamental solution to stabi­
lizing the job market.

She said that the government 
will adopt measures to encourage 
private businesses to take part in 
sectors such as infrastructure con­
struction, telecommunications 
and energy, and to push domestic 
companies in the foreign trade 
sector to explore global markets.

NEV makers hopeful
Jiang Weidong, a deputy to the 

National People’s Congress and 
founder of the Wuzheng Group, 
which manufactures NEVs for 
commercial use in Shandong prov­
ince, said the policy measures will 
be a major boost to the growth of 
the sector.

“The cost of using NEVs to trans­
port goods is significantly lower 
than that of gasoline-powered 
cars, and I believe more users will 
switch to our vehicles in the 
future,” he said.

As China advances its rural 
vitalization strategy, the potential 
of consumer spending in the rural 
market will be further unleashed, 
he added.

To tap into the rural market, 
Jiang said his company will take 
advantage of its online platforms 
to offer rural buyers greater sup­
port in terms of financing and aft­
er-sales services.

Farizon Auto, a manufacturer of 
electric vans, trucks and mini­
trucks that is part of the Geely 
Holding Group, said the 
policy measures will help 
up the growth of commercial 
NEVs.

The company will develop
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By XU WEI 
xuwei@chinadaily.com.cn

Guideline promotes 
elder care services

The general offices of the 
Communist Party of China 
Central Committee and the 
State Council have issued a 
guideline for promoting inclu­
sive and basic elder care servi­
ces for eligible seniors.

The guideline provides a 
“national list of basic elder 
care services”, which local 
authorities are required to 
implement.

Among the services offered 
are an “advanced age subsidy” 
for people age 80 and above, 
and a subsidy for people to 
receive training to help them 
care for their older, disabled 
family members.

The list may be readjusted 
based on economic growth 
and financial resources, 
according to the guideline, 
which also urged governments 
at the provincial level to come 
up with their own lists to pro­
vide more specific services to 
local seniors.

According to an official with 
the Ministry of Civil Affairs, 
there were more than 280 mil­
lion people age 60 and above 
in China at the end of last year, 
accounting for 19.8 percent of 
the total population.

The guideline demonstrates 
the importance the CPC Cen­
tral Committee and the State 
Council attach to elder care 
services, and it is an important 
policy designed to ensure that 
seniors feel happy and secure, 
the official said.

3

So we sought to solve 
the problem through 
innovative measures 
to promote the 
building, operation 
and maintenance of 
charging 
infrastructure in rural 
areas.”

NHSA fighting medical 
insurance fund fraud

The National Healthcare 
Security Administration said it 
has taken a series of measures 
to fight medical insurance 
fraud over the past five years.

In a news conference held 
by the State Council Informa­
tion Office last week, the 
administration’s head Hu 
Jinglin, said that strengthen­
ing monitoring of the medical 
insurance fund and maintain­
ing its security have always 
been a top priority for the 
administration.

Since 2019, the administra­
tion has carried out 184 unan­
nounced inspections on 384 
medical institutions, Hu said.

Focusing on orthopedic, 
hemodialysis and cardiology 
departments, as well as key 
medicines and consumables, 
the administration has 
worked with police and health 
authorities to investigate 
fraud. In 2022, more than 
7,000 suspects were detained, 
and more than 1 billion yuan 
($140 million) was recovered. 

The administration also 
uses intelligent monitoring 
and big data technology to 
prevent illegal use of the fund.

Measures call for 
promoting green 
vehicles, charging 
infrastructure

he latest policy measures 
to bolster the develop­
ment of new energy vehi­
cles and charging

facil ities in rural areas have boost­
ed automakers’ confidence, with 
officials and business leaders 
highlighting the immense poten­
tial of the rural market to shore up 
the growth of the sector.

The measures were adopted at 
an executive meeting of the State 
Council, China’s Cabinet, and out­
lined in a policy document issued 
by the National Development and 
Reform Commission and the 
National Energy Administration. 

Key steps include strengthening 
the development of public charg­
ing facilities and providing greater 
support to operators of the sta­
tions.

There were about 13 million 
NEV owners in China by the end 
of last year, more than half the 
global total. China has also devel­
oped the world’s largest and most 
wide-ranging NEV charging net­
work, with 5.2 million facilities 
already built, according to the 
NDRC.

Meng Wei, a spokesperson for 
the commission, told a news con­
ference on May 17 that a lack of 
charging facilities remained the 
largest obstacle to the growth of 
the domestic NEV industry, espe­
cially in rural areas.

“So we sought to solve the prob­
lem through innovative measures 
to promote the building, operation 
and maintenance of charging 
infrastructure in rural areas,” she 
said.

Official figures showed that in
2021, rural sales of NEVs were up 
169 percent from 2020, and in
2022, sales increased 87 percent 
year-on-year.

However, Meng pointed out that 
the NEV market in rural areas is 
still nascent, with relatively few 
owners, a lack of charging net­
works and underdeveloped after­
sales services constraining the 
growth of the sector.
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Kenya set to become
Africa’s high-tech hub
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Racism impact more likely in black people with Alzheimer’s
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inflammation, a risk factor for cog­
nitive decline, said Carl V. Hill, chief 
diversity, equity and inclusion offi­
cer of the Alzheimer’s Association 
in Ohio.

In 2018, Constance started point­
ing at her stomach repeatedly, try­
ing to tell her daughter she was in 
pain. Jessica took her to her prima­
ry care physician, who is white and 
brushed the concerns aside.

Konza Technopolis is courting 
Chinese investors, as the key project 
of Kenya’s national development 
plan Vision 2030 is in its final stages 
of completion in the first phase.

Anna Wafula, manager of busi­
ness development and innovation 
of the Konza Technopolis Develop­
ment Authority, said there are 
many more opportunities in the 
special economic zone that can 
bring Africa and China together.

“For instance, here at Konza 
Technopolis, we have many invest­
ment opportunities that can be tak­
en up by Chinese investors who will 
enjoy incentives, such as tax reliefs, 
while operating under a one-stop 
shop because the Technopolis is a 
special economic zone,” she said.

Dubbed African Silicon Savan­
nah, Konza Technopolis is a 5,000- 
acre (2,024-hectare) technology hub 
under construction by the Kenyan 
government. Located 64 kilometers 
south of Nairobi, it is expected to 
position the country as Africa’s lead­
ing high-tech hub by expanding 
Kenya’s nascent information tech­
nology-enabled services sector.

Being developed at a cost of $14.5 
billion, the project will be Kenya’s 
future hub for business process 
outsourcing, software develop­
ment, data centers, disaster recov­
ery centers, call centers and light 
assembly manufacturing indus­
tries. A university campus focusing 
on research and technology is 
already under construction. The 
city will also host hotels, residential 
areas, schools and hospitals.

The sprawling technology hub 
will also include general and afford-

By OTIATO OPALI 
in Nairobi, Kenya 

otiato@chinadaily.com.cn

“My mother couldn’t articulate 
that there was significant pain in 
the moment and the doctor of the 
practice basically said, ‘Oh, well, 
you know, sometimes they' just 
come in and put on a show and it 
seems like she’s fine,”’ Jessica said. 
They sent her home without per­
forming further diagnostic tests. 
But the pain persisted.

Jessica took her mother to the 
emergency room the next day and a 
black male doctor ordered the nec­
essary' imaging. She needed emer­
gency surgery to correct a painful, 
protruding hernia.

The problems black people face 
getting medical care are pervasive. 
Black people living with serious ill­
nesses get less help managing pain 
and other symptoms, and they have 
worse communication with doctors, 
according to the Center to Advance 
Palliative Care in New York.

“I think that part of my journey 
would have looked significantly dif­
ferent if I were a middle-aged white 
person or a white male,” Jessica 
said. “I would have been listened to 
the first time.”

alert did not mean the danger was 
over. The emergency status could be 
reinstated if the situation changed, 
he said. As of March, COVID-19 has 
killed nearly 7 million people.

At the WHA plenary on Monday, 
Tedros warned again of the threat of 
another variant, and a new disease 
even “deadlier” than COVID-19.

In his speech to the member 
states, Tedros called for a pandemic 
treaty that seeks to shore up global 
defenses against next' pathogens.

The global pandemic treaty is 
considered to be one of the core 
issues in strengthening HEPR archi­
tecture, according to a WHO pro­
posal by Tedros. The accord is being 
drafted by the state parties and is 
planned to be up for adoption at 
next year’s WHA.

During a Monday meeting of the 
assembly, Cao Xuetao, vice-minister 
of the National Health Commission, 
said China has made great contribu­
tions in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic by helping the internation­
al community tackle the global crisis. 

China donated $50 million to the 
WHO and $100 million to CO VAX, an 
international initiative that distrib­
utes vaccines to low- and middle-in- 
come countries, he said. The country 
also dispatched 38 expert teams to 34 
countries to help them fight the dis­
ease and supplied over 2.2 billion vac­
cines to more than 120 countries and 
international organizations.

Hu Qiangqiang, a spokesman for 
the NHC, said China will continue to 
collaborate with the global commu­
nity to face health challenges and 
safeguard the well-being of people 
across different countries.

relation to polluting industries, 
lack of healthy food choices and 
other factors.

Across the board, black people do 
not receive the same quality of 
healthcare throughout life as white 
people. And there is the insidious 
impact of racism.

Racism is a trauma that can lead 
to increased stress, which in turn 
can cause health problems such as

able housing for people working and 
living within the Technopolis as well 
as affordable housing for students. 

“We are housed under the Minis­
try of Information, Communica­
tions and The Digital Economy^’ 
Wafula said. “So far, we are pro­
gressing well and we have already' 
established the national data center 
in conjunction with Huawei, which 
is an important feature because it 
will enable the Kenyan government 
to digitize its services both at the 
national level and the county level.” 

Konza Technopolis Develop­
ment Authority had engagements 
with several Kenyan counties for 
helping them with solutions that 
will enable them to enhance the 
dissemination of services in an effi­
cient and cost-effective manner, 
she said. It also supports the inno­
vation ecosystem by hosting them 
on the national data center and 
providing solutions for startups.

FREDERICKSBURG, Virginia - 
Constance Guthrie is not yet dead, 
but her daughter has begun to plan 
her funeral.

It will be in a black-owned funer­
al home playing songs of her ances­
tors, Jessica Guthrie said. She 
envisioned a celebration of her 
mother’s life, not a tragic recitation 
of her long decline.

Constance will die of Alzheimer’s 
disease, a scourge of black Ameri­
cans that threatens to grow far 
worse in the coming decades.

Black people are more likely to 
develop Alzheimer’s than white 
people in the United States. About 
14 percent of black people in the US 
over the age of 65 have Alzheimer’s, 
compared with 10 percent of white 
people, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention said.

While some risk factors may dif­
fer by race, the large disparities 
among racial groups cannot be 
explained just by genetics.

The problems start much earlier 
in life. Health conditions such as 
heart disease and diabetes are 
known risk factors. Both are more 
common among the black popula­
tion because of where they live in

“We heard the sound of heavy 
clashes yesterday night in north 
Omdurman but the situation is bet­
ter after the truce,” Hassan Awad, a 
48-year-old university professor, 
told Reuters. “Every day we have 
hope in the possibility that the 
nightmare of the war ends.”

The cease-fire brought a relative 
lull in fighting in Khartoum earlier 
on Tuesday, though there has so far' 
been little sign of a rapid scale-up in 
humanitarian relief, with aid work­
ers saying that many of the supplies 
and staff arriving at Port Sudan on 
the Red Sea coast have been awaiting 
security permits and guarantees.

Sudan was facing severe humani­
tarian pressures even before the 
conflict broke out on April 15, forc­
ing more than 1.1 million people to 
flee their homes and threatening to 
destabilize the region.

China will continue to support the 
World Health Organization’s work in 
global health emergency prepared­
ness and response, said a Chinese 
delegate on TUesday at the 76th 
World Health Assembly in Geneva.

Representatives from WHO mem­
ber states gathered on Tuesday to 
discuss how to build up stronger 
health emergency preparedness, 
response and resilience, or HEPR, 
architecture, a global framework 
that enables the WHO to better react 
to global health emergencies.

At the second committee of the 
assembly, the Chinese delegate said 
China concurred with the impor­
tance and urgency of strengthening 
the architecture and is willing to 
further provide the necessary 
human, technological and financial 
assistance to the WHO.

China suggested state parties 
should increase their investment in 
the public health system first, he 
said, and the country is now reform­
ing its disease control system to 
“monitor, warn of, answer and 
address public health emergencies 
in a timely and easy manner’:

China also proposed the convening 
of a committee as soon as possible to 
provide recommendations on the 
next step in long-term COVID-19 pre­
vention and control, the delegate said. 

A few weeks ago, the WHO 
declared that COVID-19 was no 
longer a public health emergency of 
international concern. However, 
WHO Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus warned that 
the removal of the highest level of

OSLO/MOSCOW— The world’s 
largest aircraft carrier, the USS 
Gerald R. Ford, sailed into Oslo on 
Wednesday, a first for such a ship 
of the United States, in a show of 
NATO force at a time of heighten­
ed tensions between NATO and 
Russia over the conflict in Ukraine. 

Russia’s embassy in Norway 
has criticized the planned visit as 
an “illogical and harmful” show 
of force.

“There are no questions in the 
(Arctic) north that require a mili­
tary solution, nor topics where 
outside intervention is needed,” 
the embassy said on Tuesday.

“Considering that it is admit­
ted in Oslo that Russia poses no 
direct military threat to Norway, 
such demonstrations of power 
appear illogical and harmful.”

The 337-meter ship and its 
crew will be conducting training 
exercises with the Norwegian 
armed forces along the country’s 
coast in the coming days, the 
Norwegian military said.

The first-in-class aircraft carri­
er is a nuclear-powered ship with 
a displacement of more than 
100,000 metric tons.

“This visit is an important signal 
of the close bilateral relationship 
between the US and Norway and a 
signal of the credibility of collec­
tive defense and deterrence,” said 
Jonny Karlsen, a spokesperson for 
the Norwegian Joint Headquar­
ters, the operational command 
center of the military.

Norwegian media reported the 
aircraft carrier would sail north of 
the Arctic Circle. Karlsen declined 
to comment on the reports.
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Constance Guthrie smiles at her daughter Jessica, who is singing her 
favorite song in Fredericksburg, Virginia, on Sept 20. wong maye-e / ap

KHARTOUM — Clashes between 
rival military factions could be 
heard overnight in parts of Sudan’s 
capital, residents said on Wednes­
day, the second full day of a week­
long cease-fire designed to allow for 
the delivery of aid and lay the 
ground for a more lasting trace.

The trace was agreed at talks in 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on Saturday 
after five weeks of fierce battles 
between the Sudanese Armed Forces 
and the paramilitary Rapid Support 
Forces in the capital Khartoum and 
several other areas. It is being tracked 
by Saudi Arabia and the United 
States and is meant to allow for the 
delivery of humanitarian relief.

Residents of Omdurman, one of 
the three cities around the conflu­
ence of the Blue Nile and White Nile 
rivers that make up Sudan’s greater 
capital, said there had been 
exchanges of fire late on Tuesday in 
several areas.
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Largest gas supplier
NATO member Norway shares 

a border with Russia in the Arc­
tic. Last year, it became Europe’s 
largest gas supplier after a drop 
in Russian gas flows.

The Norwegian military' and 
NATO allies have been patrolling 
around offshore oil and gas plat­
forms since fall, following explo­
sions on the Nord Stream 
pipelines in the Baltic Sea.

Meanwhile, a member of Rus­
sia’s Security Council warned on 
TUesday that the more destruc­
tive the weapons that the West 
supplied to Ukraine, the higher 
the risk of “nuclear apocalypse”

Russia has repeatedly said the 
West is engaged in a proxy war 
with Russia over Ukraine that 
could escalate into a much bigger 
conflict.

The US has committed $37 bil­
lion in security assistance to 
Ukraine since Russia started its 
special military operation in Feb­
ruary last year.

US President Joe Biden told 
fellow G7 leaders last week that 
he backed a joint effort with 
allies to train Ukrainian pilots on 
F-16 fighter jets, a senior US offi­
cial said, though there is no com­
mitment as yet to supply the jets 
themselves.

Good relationship
“We are happy to work with Hua­

wei to establish this national data 
center, and we have enjoyed a good 
working relationship. We are hop­
ing that more Chinese companies 
will invest in this project owing to 
die good relationship we have culti­
vated. The services of the data cen­
ter are therefore available to anyone 
who wants to use it not only in Ken­
ya but in East Africa as a whole.”

Konza Technopolis has almost 
finished laying the necessary infra­
structure, which was the main task 
in the first phase of the project. It is 
projected that Phase I of Konza 
Technopolis, upon completion, will 
generate 17,000 jobs and contrib­
ute an additional 2 percent of GDP 
to the country.

“So far, the first phase is 90 per­

cent complete, and we have been 
able to secure investors in areas 
including commerce, technology' 
industry and education,” Wafula 
said. “We are ready and open for 
business, and we expect that in the 
next phase, the investors who have 
secured space will be able to start 
setting up now that the infrastruc­
ture is already in place.

“Under (the Ministry of) ICT, we 
invite Chinese technological 
expertise in areas like software 
development, and manufacturing 
of equipment and artificial intelli­
gence. We also invite Chinese 
expertise in engineering since we 
have so much construction to do 
and China is a major Kenyan part­
ner in infrastructure development.” 

The 400-kilovolt Konza substa­
tion, one of the key infrastructure 
undertakings in the Technopolis 
and being constructed by the China 
Aerospace Construction Group Co, 
is expected to supply power by 
March next year. More than 80 per­
cent of construction and equip­
ment installation have been 
completed, said Hu Jing, chief rep­
resentative in Kenya of CACGC.

The project will ensure stable 
power supply to the Technopolis as 
well as the manufacturing, social 
and economic development in the 
vicinity.

The substation, in addition to the 
40-km 400-kV Isinya-Konza trans­
mission line, is financed by the 
Export-Import Bank of China to 
transmit geothermal, hydro and 
wind power from western Kenya to 
the east and to ensure power’ sup­
ply to Konza Technopolis.

“We designed the project for 
Kenya as an example in its imple­
mentation of the digital economy 
strategy,” Hu said.

Since its construction in 2019, 
the project has created more than 
400 jobs and trained more than 
100 local workers and engineers.
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By YUHAO ZHANG in Los Angeles 

tonyzhang@chinaiiailyusa.com

its national independence over the 
years.

He also said he was happy to see the 
elevation of the Eritrea-China friend­
ly cooperation to a higher level that 
covers cooperation and coordination 
in all fields and expressed confidence 
in the future of the strategic relation­
ship between the two countries.

On May 24,1993, China and Eri­
trea established diplomatic relations 
on the same day the African country

and later set fire to a bathroom area. 
The fire raced through the wood, 
concrete and iron-grilled building 
after it had been locked for the night 
by the dorm administrator to pre­
vent the girls from sneaking out.

to 225 kilometers per hour could 
cause major damage. Local authori­
ties earlier issued evacuation orders 
and opened temporary shelters. 
Warnings of extreme winds and 
flash floods have been issued for 
Guam, with the Office of Civil 
Defense cautioning that “wide­
spread destractive winds of 115 to 
140 mph” were moving over north­
ern areas of the island.

tasered by an Australian police offi­
cer inside her nursing home, police 
said. Clare Nowland had been in 
critical condition in hospital since 
being shot with an electronic stun 
gun on May 17 in a confrontation 
that shocked Australians and made 
international headlines. Nowland 
passed away “peacefully” in hospital 
surrounded by family and loved 
ones, police said. Just hours earlier, 
a 33-year-old senior constable was 
charged with recklessly causing 
grievous bodily harm, assault occa­
sioning actual bodily harm, and 
common assault over the tasering.

■-11'
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By EARLE GALE in London 

earle@mail.chinadailyuk.com

Isaias’ successful visit to China last 
week, saying that he and his coun­
terpart had reached a lot of impor­
tant consensuses after an in-depth 
exchange of views on bilateral ties as 
well as international and regional 
issues of common concern.

Isaias praised the long-lasting 
friendship and growing relations 
between the two countries, saying 
that China has provided both moral 
and material support to Eritrea for

1 
r < 
i i

ByMOJINGXI
mojingxi@chinadaily.com.cn

ByZHAORUINAN
zhaoruinan@chinadaily.com.cn

smartphones, tablets, laptops, 
monitors and TVs.

China’s share of global semicon­
ductor display capacity has risen 
from zero in the past to 60 percent 
now, and BOE is supplying one 1 
of every 4 displays in the world, 
according to Yanshun Chen, the 
chairman of BOE.

By 2022, BOE had accumulated 
more than 80,000 independent pat­
ent applications. Among the annual 
new patent applications, over 90 
percent are for invention, and more 
than 33 percent are for overseas, 
covering countries and regions 
including the United States, Japan, 
South Korea and Europe.

“We understand that in the 
industry, only cooperation leads 
to a win-win situation,” Chen said. 
“We need to work with partners to 
promote the development of dis­
play technology.”

Chinese President Xi Jinping has 
vowed to work with Eritrean Presi­
dent Isaias Afwerki to consolidate 
mutual support and strengthen all- 
around cooperation between the 
two countries so as to bring their 
strategic partnership to a new level. 

Xi made the remarks as he 
exchanged congratulatory messages

A Chinese company is putting on 
a dazzling display at SID Display 
Week 2023 in Los Angeles, a pres­
tigious event hailed as the “Oscars” 
of the industry.

BOE Technology' Group Co Ltd, 
a world leader in the semiconduc­
tor display industry, brought some 
new products to the exhibition, 
including a 110-inch 16K UHD dis­
play; a 600Hz refresh-rate laptop, a 
foldable product that can be folded 
both lengthwise and breadthwise; 
and a smart cockpit.

The cutting-edge technologies 
appealed to visitors at the event 
run by the Society for Information 
Display (May 21-26).

“It’s a very nice panel. It’s big, 
and it’s almost impossible to see 
the pixels; that’s really nice,” said

L ....
r

with his Eritrean counterpart on 
Wednesday to celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of bilateral relations.

In his message, Xi said the relation­
ship between China and the African 
country has weathered the changing 
international landscape over the past 
years, with both countries remaining 
steadfast in their mutual support on 
issues related to each other’s core 
interests and major concerns.

The Chinese president recalled

formally achieved its independence. 
Since then, the two countries have 
always trusted and supported each 
other. Last year, bilateral trade 
reached $610 million with a year-on- 
year increase of 32.2 percent.

During a meeting on May 15 in 
Beijing, Xi and Isaias agreed to fur­
ther promote win-win cooperation 
and common development amid an 
international landscape full of insta­
bility and uncertainty.

J

Washington has brought suffering to 
many countries post-9/11, report says

Irwin Bellers, who works for Roku, 
as he viewed BOE’s 16K UHD 
display.

BOE, based in Beijing, also rolled 
out a realistic wood-texture display 
that can blend well with the inte­
rior of an auto.

“The one with the piece of 
wood,” said Daniel Fischer, the 
UX/UI designer at BWM, on what 
impressed him the most, and “the 
information that brings to the 
surface”.

His colleague, Olivier Pitrat 
added, “We know that BOE is 
one of the biggest Chinese OEMs 
doing displays in mass production. 
So we are curious to see all the 
inventions.”

Data from Omdia, a global 
market research agency, showed 
that BOE ranked first globally in 
LCD screen shipments in 2022 
in five major application sectors:

I I
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war can be considered as second­
ary disasters, leading to far-reach­
ing ripple effects such as ensuing 
waves of violence and hunger, and 
the resulting losses of the indirect 
toll may even surpass the direct 
ones,” said Meng.

In a separate study in 2021, 
Brown University’s Cost of Wars 
project found that the US’ 
post-9/11 wars displaced at least 
38 million people — more than 
any conflict since 1900, excluding 
World War II.

Meng said the US-style solution 
to terrorism — waging wars — 
ironically has given rise to more 
“terrorism” and “post-terrorism” 
problems, causing more damage 
to local communities and plung­
ing their governments and people 
into further complex and agoniz­
ing circumstances.

UNITED STATES

Typhoon Mawar pounds 
Guam with strong winds 
Typhoon Mawar roared over the US 
territory of Guam on Wednesday, 
bringing destructive winds to the 
Pacific military outpost. The eye of 
the storm passed just north of the 
island, its governor said, after fore­
casters had warned that winds of up

AUSTRALIA

95-year-old woman
tasered by police dies
A 95-year-old great-grandmother 
died Wednesday a week after being

GUYANA

Dorm fire deliberately 
set by student: Official 
Investigators in Guyana believe a 
fire that killed 19 mostly girls 
trapped in a school dormitory was 
deliberately set by a student who 
was upset that her mobile phone 
was confiscated, a top official said 
on Tuesday. Tire suspect, who is 
among several injured people in the 
fire late on Sunday, had been disci­
plined by the dorm administrator 
for having an affair with an older 
man, National Security Adviser Ger­
ald Gouveia said. The student alleg­
edly threatened to torch the dorm

SIX

A bridge in Italy that collapsed 
in 2018, killing 43 people, was 
known to have been defective, the 
man who had overseen its man­
agement company has admitted. 

At the time of the collapse of 
Genoa’s Morandi Bridge, Gianni 
Mion had been managing direct­
or of Edizione, the holding group 
that owned Autostrade per l’lta- 
lia, the company that managed 
the crossing.

He told a shocked courton Tues­
day that he had been concerned 
about the bridge in the Italian port 
city for some time before it failed 
during a storm on Aug 14,2018. 

“I didn’t do anything and it’s my 
greatest regret,” he told the court, 
which has been hearing cases 
against 59 defendants since July. 

Mion, who is among those fac­
ing charges, said: “It emeiged 
that the bridge had an original 
design defect and that there was 
a collapse risk.” But he said he did 
not push the issue because he 
was afraid he would lose his job. 

Mion also told the court the 
defect had been discussed eight 
years before the disaster, and he 
had asked whether a third-party 
expert could investigate.

“In a meeting between manag­
ers and executives, doubts arose 
about whether the Morandi 
Bridge could remain standing 
due to a serious design flaw,” he 
was quoted by Agence France- 
Presse as saying.

Mion said he was told “there’s 
the self-certification” which he 
said seemed, at the time, to be the 
end of the issue.

“I didn’t understand the mean­
ing of that answer; I thought it was 
nonsense,” the BBC quoted him as 
saying. “I should have done some­
thing about it, but I didn’t.”

Volunteers accompany two divers from the Italian Coast Guard and two volunteers from the Italian Red 
Cross to deliver cooked meals and drinking water to families isolated by flooding in Conselice, Emilia- 
Romagna region, on Tuesday. Italy approved an emergency aid package of 2 billion euros ($2 billion) to 
help flood victims. The flooding last week claimed at least 14 lives, andrea carrubba / getty images

BOE Technology 
Group Co Ltd, a 
world leader in the 
semiconductor 
display industry, 
shows its products at 
the SID Display Week
2023 in Los Angeles 
on Tuesday.
YUHAOZHANG/CHINA DAILY
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Counterterrorism pretext 
“Terrorism is often the activity of a 

small minority and cannot be attrib­
uted to any sovereign state. Yet, the 
US, under the pretext of counterter­
rorism, arbitrarily and inconsistent­
ly defines terrorism, with everything 
being determined to serve its own 
interests,” said Meng.

The US-led war on terror, 
cloaked under the guise of coun­
terterrorism, has broadened and 
escalated conflict, even encroach­
ing upon the sovereignty of other 
nations, he added.

One can still discern the double 
standards and hegemonic values 
of the US from the wars it waged, 
Meng said, adding that it is obvi­
ous that while the US emphasizes 
democracy, its foreign policies are 
guided by pragmatism and 
hegemony.

Although the US military with­
drew from Afghanistan in 2021, 
today Afghans are suffering and 
dying from war-related causes at 
higher rates than ever, the report 
said.

In addition to the staggering death 
tolls, millions more civilians were 
wounded and suffered other incredi­
ble hardships due to these wars.

“For instance, for every person 
who dies of a waterborne disease 
because war destroyed their 
access to safe drinking water and 
waste treatment facilities, there 
are many more who sicken,” the 
study highlighted.

Facing charges
Those on trial are facing char­

ges including multiple counts of 
manslaughter. They include 
managers and technical staff 
members at both the bridge’s 
maintenance company and its 
management company, trans­
port ministiy officials and other 
civil servants.

All have pleaded not guilty.
The company that managed 

the bridge has already admitted 
responsibility and reached a 
financial settlement.

The court has heard how a 
200-meter section of the elevated 
major highway crossing Genoa 
had been especially busy when it 
failed, because people were on 
the move to participate in a reli­
gious holiday the next day.

Dozens of vehicles plummeted 
45 meters onto railway tracks, 
where many were hit by falling 
debris.

Accusations immediately sur­
faced that corruption could have 
played a part, with inferior mate­
rials potentially used or comers 
cut during construction, which 
prompted Giuseppe Conte, Ita­
ly’s prime minister at the time, to 
say the failure was “unacceptable 
in modern society1:

Italian media said Mion’s testi­
mony opens the door to questions 
being asked about why die bridge 
was not renovated or demolished 
before the accident happened.

A new crossing, designed by 
architect Renzo Piano, replaced 
the old bridge in August 2020.
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» iThe wars the United States waged 
and fueled in Iraq, Afghanistan, Syr­
ia, Yemen, and Pakistan following 
9/11, under the pretext of counter­
terrorism, have brought untold suf­
fering to the local communities and 
plunged their governments and 
people into more complex and ago­
nizing circumstances, according to 
experts and a recent report.

The report, “How Death Outliv­
es War: The Reverberating Impact 
of the Post-9/11 Wars on Human 
Health”, published by the Costs of 
War project at Brown University’s 
Watson Institute, put the toll at 4.5 
million, a figure that continues to 
rise as the effects of conflicts rever­
berate.

Among those fatalities, the 
report estimates, some 3.6 million 
to 3.7 million were “indirect 
deaths” caused not by outright 
violence but by consequent, ensu­
ing economic collapse, loss of live­
lihoods, food insecurity, 
destruction of public health servi­
ces, environmental contamination 
and continuing trauma.

Such deaths grow in scale over 
time, it said. For instance, in 
Afghanistan, where the war ignit­
ed by the 2001 US-led invasion 
ended in 2021, the indirect death 
toll and related health problems 
are still rising.

“There are reverberating costs, 
the human cost of war, that people 
for the most part in the United States 
don’t really know enough about or 
think about,” said Stephanie Saveli, 
the paper’s author and codirector of 
the Costs of War project

‘We talk about it being over now 
that the US has left Afghanistan, 
but one significant way that these 
wars are continuing” is that “the 
people in the war zones are contin­
uing to suffer the consequences”, 
said Saveli, as cited by The Wash­
ington Post.

Meng Qingtao, a professor of 
human rights studies at South­
west University of Political Science 
and Law in Chongqing, said that 
despite the immediate casualties 
on the battlefield, wars often 
inflict immense and long-term 
harm upon local governments and 
populations.

‘The indirect damage caused by
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they, too, make diagnoses and tailor 
treatment to ailments of the nation’s 
treasures. They combine traditional 
craftsmanship with cutting-edge tech­
nology to ensure their longevity.

Their “patients” are often icons, 
like the grand palace at the Forbid­
den City in Beijing, the walls of Ping- 
yao Ancient City in Shanxi province, 
millennia-old bronzewares, scarred 
with verdigris and a timeworn Pad-

Editor’s note: 77ie 20th 
National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China set 
out a blueprint for China's 
path to modernization, with 
the aim of guiding the 
development of all walks of 
life in the new era and 
contributing positively to 
globalprogress. Through the
year, China Daily will, run a 
series of picture stories that 
highlight important 
waypoints on this journey. 
In this third installment, we 
focus on the conservators and 
restorers who combine 
traditional craftsmanship 
with cutting-edge technology 
to ensure the longevity of the 
nation's cultural treasures.

___ _

J ,
I

past alive and relevant. Their devo­
tion is often counted in generations. 
Behind the polished museum exhib­
its, these are the people who wipe the 
dust of ages from the artifacts and 
give a second life to the items that 
have been silent observers of history. 

They are, of course, the conserva­
tors and restorers of cultural relics. 
Just like medical practitioners who 
vow to spare no effort to save a patient,

na, or the magnificent underground 
legion of the Terracotta Warriors 
from the Qin Dynasty (221-206 BC). 

Generation after generation, deft 
hands and keen eyes, powered by 
robust hearts and unbowed enthusi­
asm, have skillfully kept the twin 
wolves of damage and decay at bay. 

According to the National Cultural 
Heritage Administration, an army of 
more than 160,000 people is engaged

f* t anmw »wn m
_______________ k*__________________________

to

in cultural relic-related work nation­
wide, protecting the more than 108 
million cultural relics, which are 
housed in China’s public institutions, 
and the 767,000 “unmovable” monu­
ments, ancient architecture, struc­
tures and heritage sites that are 
registered nationwide.

I

ith a long history and 
rich cultural splen­
dors, ancient China 
provided the world 

with an uninterrupted lineage of civ­
ilizations lasting for millennia that 
are still inspiring.

Thanks to the cultural relics our 
ancestors left behind, key events that 
might have influenced the destiny of 
a dynasty, or special moments in the

A 
\V1

lives of people long gone, come to life. 
However, when we pay to admire, 

and in some cases be astounded by, 
such relics, we can hardly ignore the 
feet that, often, time has taken its toll 
on the relics, be they porcelain 
shards, fading murals or weathered 
roofs on ancient temples.

Fortunately, time has also wit­
nessed the dedication and diligence 
of those who painstakingly keep the

JT-* li lllsifew
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' 1Dedicated, craftsmen and women battle against time itself, breathing new life into China’s 
precious ancient artifacts, report Wang Kaihao, Zou Hong and Sun Ruisheng.

L
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Right, above and top: On March 
31, veteran restorer Lan Desheng,
55, from Emperor Qinshihuang's 
Mausoleum Site Museum, 
examines a Terracotta Warrior 
at the institute in Xi’an, Shaanxi 
province. He applies an eye drop 
on a terracotta statue to clean 
the eye. Thanks to his efforts 
and that of numerous conserva­
tors, many such statues are 
brought back to life after resto­
ration. Left: Plastic sheets are 
applied to the rammed earth of 
the city wall of Pingyao Ancient 
City, in Jinzhong, Shanxi prov­
ince, on Oct 20,2021. 
PHOTOS BY ZOU HONG / CHINA DAILY

Online
Watch the video
by scanning the
code.

Right: Two young restorers 
gather 3D data from a statue in 
Yungang Grottoes in Datong, 
Shanxi province, on April 6. 
Above left and above right: On 

March 23, at Shanxi Museum in 
Taiyuan, Shanxi, a restorer 
works on a mural, while another 
takes a photo of a relic.

Left: A restorer working on parts 
of a Terracotta Warrior at
Emperor Qinshihuang’s Mauso­
leum Site Museum in Xi'an, 
Shaanxi province, on April 3. 
Below: A collection of restored 
painted pottery figures from the 
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) on 
display at the Shaanxi History 
Museum in Xi’an, on April 2.
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Above, right and top right: On May 16, Fan Zaixuan, 62, a restorer at Dunhuang Academy, works on a damaged mural at the Mogao Caves in Dunhuang, Gansu province. Fan 
working on the site of restoration. He often visits the public cemetery where the late conservators of the Academy have been buried, commemorating his predecessors, who 
seem to still guard the Caves.
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Top and above: Tourists walk by the Gate of Supreme Harmony, 
which is under restoration, at the Palace Museum, on April 23. A 
group of five weaving and embroidery restorers at the Palace Muse­
um examine an emperor's dragon robe after completion of its resto­
ration, on March 7 last year. Right: Xi Jiulong, head of the Yongle 
Palace mural art protection research institute, introduces a mural at 
the palace in Yuncheng, Shanxi province, on March 28. Top right: 
An aerial view of Yungang Grottoes in Datong, Shanxi, on April 8.
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Kyle Dillingham, 
Oklahoma violinist

Contact the writer at
huanxinzhao @chinadailyusa.com

2

hai means that a person has been 
to China, setting foot in Gansu is 
really visiting the country, at 
least, in terms of getting close to 
its traditions.

‘When you’re in the smaller, 
more rural parts of the country, I 
think you’re getting the pure form 
of tradition,” he says. “I’m having a 
more pure encounter with Chinese 
culture, traditions and customs.”

In 2019, Dillingham and his team 
conducted their Silk Road and the 
Fiddle Sister State Tour through 
China, giving concerts along the 
ancient Silk Road in the cities of 
Qingyang, Lanzhou, Tianshui and 
Baiyin.

“Without the Silk Road, you 
would not have the traditional 
American fiddle culture that I 
have grown to love,” Dillingham 
says, noting that the origins of the 
violin can be traced back to Cen­
tral Asia.

It was along the Silk Road that 
this bowed, stringed instrument 
made its way to the Arabian Penin­
sula, on to the Mediterranean and 
into Europe, to Italy where, hun­
dreds of years later, it eventually 
evolved into the violin, which was 
exported to every continent, includ­
ing North America, according to 
Dillingham.
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klahoman fiddling mae­
stro Kyle Dillingham has 
always taken pride in 
being an American musi­

cian who brought bluegrass music 
to Dunhuang city in Northwest 
China’s Gansu province, a meeting 
point of the East and the West for 
centuries.

What awed him most was that, 
after centuries of cultural exchange, 
there are still things to share and 
learn in a part of the world where 
his fiddle has made as strong a con­
nection with Chinese audiences as it 
does in the United States.

It happened on a trip in 2017, 
when Dillingham brought his 
Horseshoe Road band to represent 
Oklahoma and the United States at 
the second Silk Road International 
Cultural Expo in Dunhuang, with 
additional concerts in Qingyang, 
another city in Gansu, and in Xi’an, 
capital of neighboring Shaanxi 
province.

Dunhuang is home to the millen- 
nia-old Mogao Caves, a UNESCO 
World Heritage site that showcases 
the cultural integration and mutual 
learning among different civiliza­
tions along the ancient Silk Road. 

“I remember talking to the presi­
dent of the CMA (Country Music 
Association) and just expressing 
how proud I was to represent tradi­
tional American music, country 
music and bluegrass for the very 
first time, adding to the thousands 
of years of interaction and cultural 
exchange from the East and the 
West in that city’ he says.

Now after traveling to China 13 
times and a hiatus of three years due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, Dilling­
ham says he can’t wait to go back to 
Gansu, the sister province of Okla­
homa, to play for his friends and 
fens. The sistership was started in 
1985 by Governor George Nigh and 
nurtured through music diplomacy. 

“I can’t stop thinking about the 
people and the friends that I’ve met, 
and how disappointed I was that we 
didn’t get to meet in 2020,” Dilling­
ham says, referring to the 35 th anni­
versary year of the friendship 
between Oklahoma and Gansu, and 
the fourth anniversary of the sign­
ing of a sistership between Edmond 
and Qingyang.

Dillingham was honored as 
Ambassador of Goodwill at die 
Oklahoma Hall Of Fame that year. 

“I was like, the second it’s possi­
ble to go back to China, diat’s when 
I want to go, because I’m so ready to 
go see my friends,” he tells China 
Daily.

Dillingham picked up a violin 
when he was 9 years old and, at age 
17, featured twice in the Grand Ole 
Opry, the definitive live country 
music showcase in Nashville, Ten­
nessee — the spiritual home of 
country music — where he made his 
debut in July 2019 on a bill with sev­
eral country stars, including the 
Oak Ridge Boys.

After receiving a bachelor’s 
degree in instrumental music per­
formance, he has fiddled his way to 
more than 40 countries, earning 
himself the tide of “Oklahoma’s 
Musical Ambassador”

His connection with Gansu dates 
back to 2015, when he was invited to 
provide the entertainment to a dele­
gation from the province’s office of 
foreign affairs, who were visiting 
Oklahoma to celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of sistership between 
the state and Gansu.

He started with traditional 
American fiddling, drawing “lots of 
applause but not a strong connec­
tion”. Then he started playing a 
Chinese song, The Girl From Da- 
bancheng, which caught the dele­
gation off guard.

“Suddenly, they all began to sing 
along with my violin, and they were 
clapping and singing,” he says. 
“When it finished, everybody stood 
up and started really talking and 
engaging. It was just a fantastic 
moment.”

It was a performance that 
secured him an invitation to per­
form at a New Year’s Eve concert 
with the Lanzhou Symphony 
Orchestra in Lanzhou, capital of 
Gansu. He was invited back for the 
first Silk Road International Cultur­
al Expo the following year.

The musician from Enid, Oklaho­
ma, says that he believes the sister­
ship forged in 1985 is “a match

made in heaven”, as Gansu and 
Oklahoma are 11,265 kilometers 
apart.

Some consider Oklahoma a “fly­
over state” for travelers, just as Gan­
su has not been a priority 
destination for many tourists. Both 
places have a pace of life that is a lit­
tle slower and more relaxed, Dil­
lingham notes.

In addition, Gansu has a lot of 
ethnic groups, while Oklahoma has 
at least 70 Native American tribes. 

“I started seeing all these paral­
lels and realizing that, even though 
we’re over 7,000 miles away, we are 
so similar in so many ways, and I 
didn’t want to leave. I loved every­
body I met and just had so much 
fun,” he says.

For Dillingham, there have 
always been learning experiences 
and “ah-ha” moments during his 
trips to Gansu, which lay bare the 
vast diversity and different levels of 
development of China.

“I’m still finding and tasting new 
foods and learning about a new tra­
dition, or discovering a different 
kind of tea ceremony or a different 
way of life,” he says. “It’s just 
astounding that, after thousands of 
years of history, there’s still an 
opportunity to share something 
new with one another.”

He watched the dances, singing 
and musical performances of vari­
ous ethnic groups and picked up 
influences for his own music.

“We’re always expressing the 
same ideas — love gained, love lost 
and a love for our home; the 
intrigue of something new, friend­
ships, sadness and joy. All these 
things that we’re expressing, it’s the 
same stories over and over,” he says. 

He adds that when people visit 
big cities, which have become 
increasingly homogenized, they 
start leaving traditions behind. 
While visiting Beijing and Shang-

“There’s a thread that connects us 
all, and there are nuances, but in the 
end, what we find is that all the peo­
ple will connect and share so many 
things they have in common, and 
we can learn about various tradi­
tions and cultures,” he says.

Dillingham adds that he hopes 
cultural exchanges between China 
and the US will help improve rela­
tions between the two countries. 

“My hope is that it does help, and 
I think that, in a time like this, espe­
cially when politically, there are ten­
sions. It’s a moment where cultural 
exchange and music diplomacy can 
really shine,” he says.

The opposite of taking the time 
and slowing down to get to know 
each other is making a generalized 
decision about an entire country’s 
population based on a headline or 
the latest news or political dispute, 
which he says is a “dangerous 
game”

“I think it’s something that is in 
our DNA, and that we’re all capable 
of love. But sometimes we have to 
be intentional, and we have to 
focus,” says Dillingham.

The music tours across China 
have sometimes led him to wax 
philosophical on the underlying 
role and nature of music.

“I think there is a way to make a 
living as a musician, but I don’t 
think that’s die reason for music,” 
he says. “The real purpose of music 
is that it naturally brings us togeth­
er as a community, and it unifies.” 

There has even been research 
that points to the phenomenon 
that the hearts of musicians and 
the audience start beating in sync 
with the rhythm of the music and 
with one another.

“So, I can’t help but feel how 
powerful that is,” he says.

Dillingham talks about a concert 
four years ago in a county in Gansu, 
at which he won applause and
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The real purpose of 
music is that it 
naturally brings us 
together as a 
community, and it 
unifies.”
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Clockwise from top: Kyle Dillingham gives an impromptu performance in front of the Oklahoma-Gansu friendship tree at the Five Springs 
Mountain Park in the provincial capital, Lanzhou. The tree was planted as a gift from Oklahoma governor George Nigh on his 1985 trip to 
Gansu province; Dillingham, musical ambassador from Oklahoma, and his bandmates, serenade Tang Renjian, then governor of Gansu, 
Oklahoma's sister province, at the Silk Road International Cultural Expo in Dunhuang, Gansu, in September 2017; Dillingham debuts in the 
Grand Ole Opry country music showcase in Nashville, Tennessee, the spiritual home of country music, on July 24,2019. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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standing ovations from local peo­
ple who had never even seen the 
guitar, fiddle and double bass as an 
ensemble all playing together.

But it was the response from an 
elderly woman tiiat impressed him 
most.

“There was an older woman that 
came up to me; she didn’t speak 
any English, but she took hold of 
me, and she looked at me and she 
was basically saying, ‘I see you and 
understand you’” Dillingham 
recalls.

It was exactly like a scene 
described by John Berry in The Lis­
tener, in which he recounts how an 
old lighthouse keeper reacted after 
listening to a Czech violinist play. 

“I can never forget the look in her 
eyes. She seemed desperate to let 
me know that she got it,” Dilling­
ham says.

The episode reminds Dilling­
ham that, sometimes sophistica­
tion — and even high levels of 
education — can inhibit a person 
from connecting as strongly and 
deeply as somebody who is enjoy­
ing the music from a purely emo­
tional standpoint.

“I think if die music is good, espe­
cially if die intention of the mes­
sage is pure, it can reach people 
without requiring a level of sophis­
tication or deep cultural apprecia­
tion,” he says.

On a 2013 visit to the Chimei 
Museum in Taiwan, a private muse­
um that boasts the world’s biggest 
violin collection, Dillingham had a 
chance to play some of the world’s 
most valuable string instruments. 

It came at a time when he had 
just launched the “Broken Beyond 
Repair” project, recording albums 
of music played on broken violins 
from a friend’s “big box of deserted 
violins” to bring out the value and 
beauty of the “brokenness” in the 
instillments, the repair costs of 
which are prohibitive.

Dillingham says that, when he 
played those broken violins, he was 
surprised to hear sounds that were 
new, haunting and beautiful. 

“In that moment, I just stopped, 
and I started laughing to myself,” 
he says of his visit to the museum. 
“No matter how hard I try, I’m not 
going to be able to replicate the 
sounds of my littie broken violin on 
this $16 million instrument, and, of 
course, the opposite is tine.”

He says he realized that no one 
violin is better than another, as peo­
ple might think, but they are just 
different

“What’s really required is not for 
the violin to change or for us to fix 
the violin, but... to see and discover 
the beauty that was in each one of 
these broken instruments,” he says. 

On a philosophical note, he adds, 
“We all have our brokenness. And 
yet we still have value.”

Instead of passing by the broken­
ness — people begging, a tent city 
on a street corner and impending 
maladies, for example — and 
becoming numb, people can always 
set out to do sometiiing, one piece at 
a time, just like picking up a broken 
violin and playing music, he says.

During the pandemic, Dilling­
ham produced videos to share his 
music, including personal videos 
serenading friends.

“It did a lot of good, but I couldn’t 
wait to get back to performing live 
for people, because there’s some­
thing about being in the same room 
as your audience. There’s some­
thing about the real transfer of 
energy tiiat occurs,” he says.

Dillingham says that, on the 2019 
tour, he wrote a song to celebrate 
tiie sistership between Oklahoma 
and Gansu. He performed the song, 
Old Friends, while on tour, using 
zhongruan, a lute-like traditional 
Chinese instrument.

It was a composition that merged 
American musical roots with tradi­
tional Chinese folk music, with the 
refrain, “Sing with me; drink with 
me; share with me. I’ll soon be 
gone, but I’m coming back again.” 

He says that, if economically 
motivated, he would be focusing on 
the major cities, rather than going 
to Gansu.

“But, I can’t stop thinking about 
all my friends. And I really want to 
go back,” he says.

A

Pioneering American fiddle player is looking forward to building new musical bridges between his native Oklahoma 
and its sister province of Gansu, Zhao Huanxin reports in Washington.
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Xie Feng, China’s new ambassa­
dor to the United States, met the 
media upon his arrival at the John 
F. Kennedy International Airport 
on Tuesday afternoon. 

He said that as an envoy of the 
Chinese people, he saw it as his 
mission to enhance China-US 
exchanges and cooperation. 

The former vice-minister of for­
eign affairs overseeing relations 
with the US said it had been 13 
years since he last worked in the 
US, and both the US and the world 
have gone through great changes 
over that period, but he welcomed 
the opportunity to explore ways to 
deepen exchanges and cooperation. 

That Xie’s appointment came aft­
er the position had been vacant for 
more than five months highlights 
the prudence with which the deci­
sion was made, as Beijing attaches 
great significance to Sino-US rela­
tions.

Known for his “blunt rebukes” of 
the US’ containment actions target­
ing China over the past few years, 
Xie acknowledged the challenges,

It is thought-provoking that the 
EU’s data privacy regulator lias 
come down hard against Meta in 
less than five months. Tliis year 
marks the fifth anniversary of a 
new version of the EU’s General 
Data Protection Regulation, which 
is considered die toughest data pri­
vacy legislation in existence. Per­
haps, the heavy penalty on Meta is 
meant to show the power of the 
GDPR. However, even more bizarre 
is that a Transatlantic Data Privacy 
Framework came into force last 
October between the EU and the 
US to address EU concerns about 
data transfers to the US. The DPC 
asking Meta to suspend data trans­
fers to the US is equivalent to scrap­
ping the Framework.

The European Court of Justice 
lias already abolished two data 
transfer agreements between the 
EU and the US. On die surface, the

Many more such voices in the 
island have called for national reuni­
fication while slamming Tsai and the 
DPP. Yet Western media outlets 
black out these voices, reporting 
only calls for “independence” as if 
Tsai alone represents the island. 

She does not. There are 23 mil­
lion residents on die island and as 
is apparent from die voices men­
tioned above the call for national 
reunification enjoys considerable 
support. Therefore, it is unprofes­
sional of certain Western media 
outlets and politicians to quote just 
Tsai and the DPP to magnify 
reports of people calling for “inde­
pendence”

It is a common trick of certain

EU is more focused on protecting 
users’ privacy, while the US is more 
focused on protecting the ability of 
data collectors to turn data into 
productivity. However, the bigger 
divide lies in the EU seeing the US 
internet giants as a threat to its 
security. The EJC has warned that 
EU users cannot be guaranteed 
protection from “snooping” by US 
security services when their data is 
shipped to servers on the other side 
of the Atlantic.

Not surprisingly, led by France 
and Germany, the EU launched its 
own cloud platform with clear digi­
tal sovereignty in 2021, to store, 
process and exchange data services 
for European enterprises. The EU’s 
fine against Meta is not only for vio­
lating die EU GDPR, but also a 
counterattack against die US on 
data privacy.

tion over the course of the last few 
years.

Xie’s rich US-related work experi­
ence and the positive impression he 
has made in the US over these years 
mean that he has a good founda­
tion on which to build. 

The US State Department wel­
comed Xie’s arrival. “We look for­
ward to working with the 
ambassador designate and his
team,” said State Department 
spokesperson Matthew Miller at a 
news briefing. “We remain commit­
ted, as we’ve said on a number of 
occasions, to maintaining channels 
of communication with the PRC to 
responsibly manage competition.” 

Although tiiere are even more 
problems to resolve in bilateral 
relations than there were five 
months ago, the US side’s welcome 
at least represents a good begin­
ning for the new ambassador to ful­
fill his duties, and make his 
contribution to die healthy and sta­
ble development of Sino-US rela­
tions.

structures, the value of China-Russia imports and 
exports soared 41.3 percent on a yearly basis to 
$73.15 billion in the first four months of 2023, indi­
cating a bright prospect for the two countries to 
realize the goal of $200 billion for bilateral trade, a 
target set by the two leaders for this year.

In today’s turbulent world, that China and Rus­
sia are making efforts to expand their cooperation 
and strengthen ties should be perceived as a con­
tribution to world peace, stability and develop­
ment. Only those with a narrow world view and 
clinging to the Cold War mentality would question 
its purpose.

Guided by the two heads of state, China and Rus­
sia have blazed a path of major-country relations 
featuring strategic trust and good neighborliness, 
setting a good example for international relations. 

But China, like the majority of the countries in 
the world, has adopted a different stance than the 
West over the Ukraine conflict, which forms a 
stark contrast to what the US-led Western coun­
tries have been doing in imposing sanctions on 
Russia and constantly fanning the war flames in 
Ukraine. For this reason, the US-led clique is trying 
to stigmatize China’s relations with Russia.

Despite all the brickbats, China will continue to 
strengthen its cooperation with Russia while at the 
same time pushing for a lasting diplomatic resolu­
tion of the Ukraine crisis.

ChlnaDallyUK
90 Cannon St, London EC4N 6HA, UK
<-44(0)2073988270
edltor@chinadailyuj<.com

fter Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Sun 
Weidong summoned Japanese Ambas­
sador to China Hideo Thrumi and 
.lodged solemn representations over the 

G7 Hiroshima Summit hyping up China-related 
issues on Sunday, the Japanese embassy issued a 
readout saying it was “natural” for the G7 to refer 
to issues of common concern.

It said that the group would continue to do so in 
the future as long as China does not change its 
behavior regarding the situations in East China Sea 
and South China Sea, the Taiwan question, “human 
rights issues” in Xinjiang and “economic coercion” 

It also went further blaming China for “always 
hindering cultural and people-to-people exchanges 
between the two countries whenever the atmos­
phere of Sino-Japanese relations deteriorates’.’

The statement shows Japan is stubbornly clinging 
to its mistakes instead of correcting them. Japan 
needs to draw the right lessons from China’s official 
protest As Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Mao Ning said, it needs to stop its wrongdoing, and 
work with China with sincerity to create an atmos­
phere conducive to improving bilateral relations. 
She urged Tbkyo to change its ways.

By issuing a statement that only brings disgrace 
on its own head, Tbkyo intended to show Washing­
ton it is faithfully playing the role assigned to it.

If a country is treated as a threat for just defend­
ing its own sovereignty, security and development

saying that he’s looking forward to 
“properly handling sensitive and 
important issues, such as the Tai­
wan question,” as well as engaging 
with US citizens “from all walks of 
life” to jointly contribute insights 
and actions and courage and grit so 
the two countries can get along. 

Fluent in English, Xie was previ­
ously posted twice to China’s 
embassy in Washington. An anony­
mous US State Department official 
told CNN: “He (Xie) is a profession­
al, he’s very capable. We’ve known 
him for many, many years... We 
have seen how professional, how 
clear he is.”

Xie met with Deputy Secretary 
of State Wendy Sherman in the 
summer of 2021 in Tianjin, and at 
the end of last year he also met 
with top State Department and 
National Security Council officials 
who visited China following the 
meeting of the two countries’ lead­
ers in Bali, Indonesia, in November 
last year. That was one of many 
engagements Xie lias had with offi­
cials of the Joe Biden administra-

Ithough some Western countries have 
expressed their disapproval of Sino-Rus- 
sian cooperation and seek to distort the 
.economic and trade ties between the 

two countries as proof that China is supporting 
Russia’s special military operation in Ukraine, this 
is part and parcel of the “evil empires” guff they are 
peddling to the gullible.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Mao 
Ning stated categorically that “China-Russia coop­
eration does not target any third party, nor is it sub­
ject to disruption or coercion by any third party.” 

Her back-in-your-face response was a rebuttal of 
the disapprobation voiced by the usual parties at 
China hosting a delegation led by Russian Prime 
Minister Mikhail Mishustin. The visit is intended 
to give substance to the agreement reached 
between the two heads of state to promote greater 
complementarity and joint development of tradi­
tional trade and emerging areas of cooperation.

China is Russia’s largest trading partner, with trade 
between the two sides reaching a record $190 billion 
last year, according to Chinese customs data.

Energy is an obvious lubricant for greater coop­
eration. Russia has it to sell and China wants to 
buy it. China became Russia’s top energy customer 
last year.

But trade between the two countries is more than 
just energy. Thanks to their complementary trade

hortly after China banned the sale of some 
chips by US-based Micron Technology cit­
ing security concerns, politicians in Wash­
ington are seeking to escalate the

technology war against the country by threatening 
to target an even wider range of Chinese high-tech 
companies.

China’s cyberspace regulator announced late on 
Sunday that the US memory chipmaker had failed 
its network security review and that as a result it 
would prevent operators of key infrastructure 
from buying from the company as it posed “signifi­
cant security risks to China’s critical information 
infrastructure supply chain”

The decision was made after more than a month 
of investigation into the company’s compliance 
with China’s laws and regulations.

Yet rather than advising Micron on howto mend 
its ways, Washington has pointed an accusing fin­
ger at China, with White House Press Secretary 
Karine Jean-Pierre calling the ban “not based on 
fact”. Mike Gallagher, chair of the US House of Rep­
resentatives’ committee on China, on Tuesday 
urged the US Commerce Department to impose 
sanctions on Changxin Memory Technologies, 
China’s leading maker of DRAM memory chips, in 
retaliation.

Any possible US retaliatory measures risk 
exacerbating the tech-trade dispute between the 
world’s two largest economies, and sending the 
already worsening bilateral ties to an even lower 
level. An intensified China-US technology war 
will also bring more uncertainties to the already

interests, and is not allowed to counter efforts to 
undermine them, what kind of “rules-based order” 
is Tokyo helping Washington to build?

In a move showing the degree to which it is at the 
US’ beck and call, Japan restricted the exports of 23 
kinds of semiconductors on Tuesday citing nation­
al security reasons for the action. With such actions 
being taken by the US and its allies, Washington 
hopes to exclude China from the global supply 
chains and impede the development of China’s 
high-tech sector.

That’s just the latest example of Tokyo blindly 
doing Washington’s bidding, ignoring the global 
consequences. The China-related parts of the 
series of documents the G7 summit released, par­
ticularly the G7 Leaders’ Joint Communique, indi­
cate that it will probably not be the last.

China has not harmed the sovereignty, security 
and development interests of the G7 countries, 
instead it has shared with them its development 
dividends and business opportunities.

In supporting Washington’s strategy to establish 
a “free and open Indo-Pacific” whereby Washing­
ton will effectively be the issuer of letters of transit, 
Tokyo is undermining the region’s stability from 
which it also benefits.

China supports friendly relations between the 
two countries in all areas, including people-to-peo- 
ple exchanges, which are the cornerstone for 
peaceful and stable relations.

When Lee Tung-hsien, a Taekwon­
do athlete from the Taiwan island, 
won bronze at tliis year’s Asia-Pacific 
Masters Games on May 14, he proud­
ly held tiie five-star red flag.

On May 17, representatives of sev­
eral major parties from Taiwan 
attended the 10th Dajiang Forum 
in Beijing and expressed their 
dream of reunification with the 
motherland.

On May 9, Kuo Jeng-liang, a 
former member of the island’s ‘leg­
islative yuan” said local Taiwan 
leader Tsai Ing-wen and the ruling 
Democratic Progressive Party were 
so close to tiie United States that 
they might as well address the US 
as “daddy”.

fragile global supply chains.
The lose-lose situation that China and the US, as 

well as the rest of the world, find themselves in 
stems from Washington randomly abusing national 
security as a justification for policies aimed at stran­
gling the growth of China’s high-tech companies.

Washington has banned approvals of new tele­
communications equipment from China’s tele­
communications giant Huawei Technologies and 
ZTE on the grounds they pose “an unacceptable 
risk” to US national security. Other Chinese com­
panies on the blacklist are surveillance equipment 
maker Dahua Technology, video surveillance firm 
Hangzhou Hikvision Digital Technology and tele­
coms company Hytera Communications. The con­
sequences have been grave for the Chinese 
companies. For example, Huawei saw its profits 
drop by nearly 70 percent in 2022 as its business 
was hit hard by “a challenging external environ­
ment and non-market factors’:

None of the punitive actions the US has taken 
against the Chinese high-tech companies have 
been based on fact. Yet despite this, there is no res­
pite in sight. The US is reportedly mulling an exec­
utive order to ban US investment in high-end 
Chinese technologies such as artificial intelli­
gence, quantum computing, 5G, and advanced 
semiconductors.

China and the US both stand to gain from coop­
eration, and lose from confrontation. Hopefully, 
this will be brought home sooner rather than later 
to those US politicians bent on intensifying the 
technology war against China.
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The European Union’s data pri­
vacywatchdog, the Irish Data Pro­
tection Commission, imposed a 
record fine of 1.2 billion euros 
($1.29 billion) on Facebook owner 
Meta on Monday for illegally trans­
ferring EU user data to the United 
States.

Meta was also ordered to “sus­
pend any transfer of personal data 
to the US” for five months and to 
stop “illegally processing (including 
storing) EU personal data in the 
US” for six months after transfer. In 
January, the DPC fined Meta 390 
million euros over Facebook push­
ing ads on users in the EU. It had 
said at the time that 11 more inves­
tigations were active against Meta. 

Earlier, the EU had slapped 
heavy fines on US internet giants 
over privacy issues. Luxembourg, 
for example, fined Amazon 746 mil­
lion euros in 2021.
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Western media outlets to selectively 
report incidents. Taiwan is just one 
such example. When they write 
about the Xinjiang Uygur autono­
mous region, instead of going there 
and talking to any of the 26 million 
residents, they choose instead to 
cite lies fabricated by ill-inten­
tioned scholars and call them the 
real voice of Xinjiang. 

And when some of them do visit 
Xinjiang, they edit their “documen­
taries” in such a manner that they 
end up promoting their propagan­
da. They surely need to go back to 
journalism school to learn the 
basics. Or start by telling the truth 
about Taiwan.
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were allowed to arm-twist vulnerable 
countries, the ambitious dream of get­
ting 70 percent of the nation states, big 
and small alike, vaccinated before the 
annual session of the United Nations 
General Assembly in 2022 became just 
that, an unrealistic rhetoric. Yet the 
unscrupulous deeds of Big Pharma 
were justified and the multinational 
pharmaceutical companies were 
allowed to go scot-free in the name of 
free market, albeit at the expense of 
millions of lives.

China, on the other hand, offered the 
COVID-19 vaccines it developed as pub­
lic goods to the international communi­
ty. Initially, it dispatched 265 million 
vaccine doses to countries worldwide. 
And its pledge to contribute $3 billion 
to support pandemic response and 
socioeconomic recovery in the Global 
South was timely and laudable. So was 
its willingness to share the raw materi­
als and technology needed to produce 
the vaccines.

All this, however, did not spare Bei­
jing from being targeted, as fresh calls 
to trace die origin of the novel coronavi­
rus were repeatedly made at the behest 
of Washington. Geopolitical interests 
were allowed to override facts, with the 
US’ intelligence apparatus being 
deployed to establish Beijing’s culpabili­
ty within a time frame of 90 days. 

The US-led West relendessly pressed 
for a fresh round of “origin-tracing 
investigation”. Aspersions were cast on 
China with the authenticity and trans­
parency of the WHO-led origin-tracing 
study in China questioned. Not surpris­
ingly, more than 70 countries opposed 
the West’s demands that were conspicu­
ously intended to politicize the origin-

The author is former prime minister of 
the Kyrgyz Republic, a distinguished 
professor at the Belt and Road School of 
Beijing Normal. University, and the 
author of Central Asia’s Economic 
Rebirth in the Shadow of the New Great 
Game (Routledge, February 2023). 
The views don’t necessarily reflect those 
of China Daily.

tracing work, which is deemed crucial 
to better prepare the world in dealing 
with health emergencies in the times to 
come.

What remains baffling is that despite 
the lab-leak hypothesis being ruled out 
as “extremely unlikely” by the first 
WHO-China joint origin-tracing team, 
some Western countries, at the behest 
of the US, remain recalcitrant in 
demanding for a further probe into the 
hypothesis.

More bafflingly, the WHO, under the 
pressure of the US-led West, made a 
U-tum on the issue, casting doubts on 
the results of its own study conducted 
in collaboration with China. By doing 
so, however, the WHO could no longer 
conceal that the entire episode was 
motivated by geopolitical agenda mere­
ly to fulfil the narrow goals of a few 
instead of scientific truth-seeking in the 
interest of global public health.

While the WHA owes the internation­
al community an explanation on the 
episode, what matters to humankind 
most is whether we are prepared to 
tackle another pandemic with coordi­
nated emergency response. Resources 
for public health governance should be 
wisely channelled to better shield 
humanity from the onslaught of any 
forthcoming outbreak. 

And this can only be achieved with 
strong public health governance in the 
WHO, completely independent of politi­
cal interference.

he ongoing 76th World Health 
Assembly has a catchy theme, 
“WHO at 75: Saving Lives,
Driving Health For All” Yet the

annual meeting of the World Health 
Organization’s highest decision-making 
body in Geneva, Switzerland, this year is 
less likely to stand out as a defining 
moment in the history of the WHO. 

With the world still reeling from the 
impacts of COVID-19, the first fully 
in-person World Health Assembly is 
expected to shape the post-pandemic 
global public health governance. All the 
194 member countries of the WHO are 
set to negotiate a global accord on pan­
demic prevention, preparedness and 
response to better protect humanity 
from public health emergencies in 
future.

In retrospect, the COVID-19 pandem­
ic has wreaked havoc across the world, 
exposing the lackadaisical global public 
health governance system. The lack of 
coherent and coordinated emergency 
response to the coronavirus revealed 
the trainer ability of the international 
community in the face of the deadly 
contagion. Even after more than three 
years into the fight against the COVID- 
19, millions of people in the developing 
Global South still remain unvaccinated. 

In May 2021, WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus lament­
ed that the world is in a state of “vaccine 
apartheid” with the least-developed and 
developing countries that make up half 
of the global population getting just 17 
percent of the vaccine doses. 

Even CO VAX, the vaccines pillar of 
the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelera­
tor under the auspices of the WHO, had 
dispatched only 68 million vaccine dos-

The author is chairman of the Belt and 
Road Initiative Caucus for the Asia-Pa­
cific, Malaysia.
The views don’t necessarily reflect those
of China Daily.

aving failed, once again, to get an invita­
tion to attend the 76 th World Health 
Assembly, the Taiwan authorities are 
acting like a child denied a candy and

engaging in international publicity stunts. The 
diminishing international space for Taiwan under 
the Democratic Progressive Party administration is 
not the fault of others, but only a consequence of 
the DPP’s own actions.

The DPP’s inability to secure an invitation to the 
WHA, the decision-making body of the World 
Health Organization, should not be conflated with 
the rights of Taiwan compatriots to participate in 
the assembly. The United Nations and the WHO 
resolved the issue of representation for both sides of 
the Taiwan Strait and Taiwan residents’ relevant 
privileges a long time ago.

Specifically, UN General Assembly Resolution
2758 in 1971 restored the legitimate seat of the Peo­
ple’s Republic of China in the UN, and the WHA 
adopted Resolution 25.1 in 1972, reaffirming that 
the PRC is the only lawful representative of China. 
The Taiwan authorities, since they do not represent 
the country, have been excluded from the WHO. 

Since 1997, the Taiwan authorities have made 
many attempts to become a member of the WHO 
and participate in the WHA under different pre­
texts only to meet with failure.

However, after the historic meeting between 
Kuomintang honorary chainnan Lien Chan and the 
then Communist Party of China leader Hu Jintao in 
2005, the two sides issued the “common vision for 
peaceful development across the Taiwan Strait” 
which stressed the need to prioritize discussions on 
Taiwan’s participation in the WHO’s affairs after the 
resumption of cross-Strait talks. The same year the 
WHA adopted the International Health Regula­
tions, and Beijing and the WHO agreed on an 
arrangement for Taiwan.

The author is a professor at the Institute of Taiwan 
Studies, Beijing Union University. The views don’t 
necessarily represent those of China Daily.

es to the developing world, falling way 
short of its target of 2 billion doses 
scheduled for 2021. Despite all this, the 
United States was reportedly hoarding 
vaccines more than twice the size of its 
population. But much to our dismay, the 
WHA remained deafeningly silent on 
the US’ selfish act, prompting many to 
lose confidence in the WHO’s public 
health governance system. 

However, no country seems bold 
enough to ask what happened to the 
vaccine promises the big powers had 
made to the Global South amid the 
waning confidence in the WHO. 

Meanwhile, the White House’s pledge 
to provide 500 million Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccines for low- and middle-income 
countries worldwide, in addition to an 
earlier commitment of 600 million dos­
es, is still fresh in the international com­
munity’s mind. Needless to say, the 
promise remains open-ended. Washing­
ton owes the world a follow-up account 
of vaccine distribution. Perhaps having 
been prompted by the failure of the 
advanced countries, especially the US, 
to fulfil their commitment to the global 
fight against the pandemic, the 
UNAIDS Executive Director Winnie 
Bj'anyima had once commented that 
“empty promises will not save the world 
from COVID-19” Despite their tall 
claims, the G7 countries delivered only 
13 percent of the promised 1 billion vac­
cine doses as of September 2021. 

In this perspective, failure of the 
WHO to uphold its principle and 
improve global public health govern­
ance is undoubtedly one of the biggest 
problems confronting the world health 
body. Given the benefit of hindsight, 
when big pharmaceutical companies

region into an arena of geopolitical con­
frontation.”

China has become the largest trading 
partner of the five Central Asian coun­
tries, with their trade volume exceeding 
$70 billion last year. In comparison, 
Central Asia’s trade with the European 
Union was about $475 billion, with Rus­
sia $42 billion and the United States 
$4.4 billion in 2022. And with the Chi­
na-Central Asia trade volume in the first 
quarter of 2023 exceeding $24.8 billion, 
up 37.3 percent year-on-year, indications 
are that annual trade will touch another 
high this year.

President Xi has urged China and the 
Central Asian countries to increase 
energy trade, deepen cooperation in the

According to the provisions of the arrangement, if 
Taiwan faces an epidemic, it can directly report to 
the WHO. If the epidemic becomes severe, the 
WHO can directly send experts to Taiwan to provide 
guidance on epidemic prevention and control 
measures, and the island’s medical practitioners 
and researchers can participate in technical meet­
ings organized by the WHO.

These provisions help Taiwan share information 
on epidemics and collaborate with WHO experts 
and member states. Since, there has been no barrier 
preventing cooperation between Taiwan and the 
WHO in order to contain an epidemic. 

The DPP authorities’ failure to participate in the 
WHA is the result of their refusal to adhere to the 
WHO’s resolutions. Yet they have been trying to get 
invited to the WHA because they want to get politi­
cal mileage by garnering the sympathy of some 
WHO member states.

In 2004, the DPP authorities spent a considerable 
amount of money and sought the help of foreign 
forces to get an invitation to the WHA, which 
prompted the WHA to put the issue to vote. As a 
result, more than 100 WHO members engaged in 
lengthy debates, which disrupted the WHAs set 
agenda and caused strong dissatisfaction among 
many member countries.

What the Taiwan authorities’ foolhardy move did 
was to consolidate the international status of the 
one-China principle and damage the Taiwan 
authorities’ reputation.

However, after Ma Ying-jeou was elected as the 
island’s leader in 2008, cross-Strait talks were held 
based on the 1992 Consensus that there is only one 
China, with the two sides agreeing that Taiwan, 
under the name of “Chinese Taipei” could partici­
pate in the WHA as an observer. The WHO Secre­
tariat, after being duly informed about this, allowed 
the Taiwan representatives to participate in the 
WHA from 2009 to 2016.

In 2016, even after Tsai Ing-wen assumed office, 
the DPP authorities were allowed to attend the 
WHA. Dun Shixin, who served at the “mainland 
affairs council” for a long time and has attended the 
WHA multiple times, said that in 2016 thanks to the 
mainland’s efforts, 10 seats were allocated to Tai­
wan. By showing genuine concern for Taiwan com­
patriots, Beijing hoped the Tsai administration 
would adhere to the 1992 Consensus. 

But the DPP authorities refused to acknowledge 
the 1992 Consensus. As a consequence, starting 
from 2017, the DPP authorities have not received 
any imitation from the WHO to attend the WHA 

The DPP authorities go to great lengths every 
year to disrupt the WHAs proceedings by, for exam­
ple, asking their supporters to stage protests outside 
the venue and playing the victim card.

As a special organization of the UN, the WHO 
cannot violate UN Resolution 2758 and WHA Res­
olution 25.1. In other words, without cross-Strait 
consensus, Taiwan cannot participate in the WHA 
under any name or capacity. So the only precondi­
tion the Taiwan authorities can participate in the 
activities of any UN organization is by acknowl­
edging the 1992 Consensus and improving cross- 
Strait ties.
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he China-Central Asia Summit 
in Xi’an, Shaanxi province, 
which concluded on Friday, 
laid a solid foundation for long­

term cooperation among China and the 
Central Asian countries of Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan.

The summit unveiled a compre­
hensive plan for collaboration, 
from building infrastructure to 
expanding trade, from priori­
tizing high-quality products to 
strengthening people-to-peo- 
ple exchanges. And China 
said it is ready to coordinate 
its national development pol­
icies and plans with those of 
the five Central Asia coun­
tries and promote moderni­
zation and common 
prosperity.

Also, President Xi Jinping 
emphasized that ‘We will 
jointly foster a new paradigm 
of deeply complementary and 
high-level win-win coopera­
tion.” During the summit, Xi 
said Central Asia was “the cen­
ter of the Eurasian continent, 
which is located at the cross­
roads connecting East and 
West, Noith and South” stress­
ing that China intends to build 
a community with a shared 
future with Central Asia. 

That China accords priority 
to its special relationship with 
the five Central Asia countries, 
which are its close strategic 
neighbors, is no secret. This 
fact was evident when Xi pro­
posed the Silk Road Economic 
Belt in Astana, Kazakhstan, in
2013, and chose Kazakhstan as his 
first foreign destination after three 
years of strict COVID-19 prevention 
and control measures on his way to 
Uzbekistan to attend the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization Summit. 

Not surprisingly, security issues were 
at the center of the discussions at the 
summit, with President Xi saying: ‘We 
must jointly pursue a global security ini­
tiative, resolutely oppose external inter­
ference in the internal affairs of die 
countries of the region and attempts to 
provoke ‘color revolutions’, maintain 
zero tolerance for the ‘diree forces’ 
(extremism, separatism and terrorism), 
and strive to solve die dilemmas of 
regional security?’ He also said the Cen­
tral Asian states’ “sovereignty, security, 
independence, and territorial integrity” 
must be protected.

The heads of state of die Central 
Asian countries were in complete agree­
ment with Xi’s statement, with Kazakh 
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev say­
ing: “We invariably advocate diat Cen­
tral Asia be a space for creation, and we 
do not accept the transformation of the

China to Europe through Central Asia 
and die Caspian Sea has already been 
reduced from 53 to 19-23 days. The goal 
now is to reduce it further to 14-18 days 
by the end of this year. 

As Kazakh Prime Minister Alikhan 
Smailov recentiy said, “ the transit 

time through the territory of 
Kazakhstan has been reduced by 

two times — from 12 to six 
days, and we are striving to 
reduce it to five days by the 
end of the year” This means 
the efforts to reduce the 
transit time for goods from 
China to Europe has been 
further reduced. 

President Xi also suggest­
ed that China and the five
Central Asian countries cre­
ate new joint high-tech pro­
jects in the fields of finance, 
agriculture, green and low- 
carbon development, medi­
cal services, healthcare and 
digital innovation. He said 
that while China will devise 
a plan for deepening scien­
tific and technological coop­
eration with the Central 
Asia countries, including 
sharing its experience on 
eradicating poverty, it will 
also urge Chinese compa­
nies operating in the region 
to create more jobs. “To bol­
ster our cooperation and 
Central Asian development, 
China will provide Central 
Asian countries with 26 bil­
lion yuan ($3.8 billion) of 
financing support and 
grants,” Xi said. 
The participation of the 

five Central Asian countries’ 
presidents in the Xi’an summit 

has helped intensify collabora­
tion. The heads of state of the five 

Central Asian countries decided to 
develop a comprehensive program for 
the economic development of Central 
Asia with an emphasis on strengthening 
regional trade and increasing exports to 
China. As for China, it can act as an 
investment driver facilitating economic 
cooperation and common development. 

It is of fundamental importance that 
the holding of summits will become reg­
ular. The participants agreed to hold the 
next summit in Kazakhstan in 2025, sig­
naling the beginning of long-term devel­
opment for the Central Asian countries.

energy sector, especially green energy 
and the peaceful use of nuclear power. 
Accordingly, it was announced at the 
Xi’an summit that the Central Asian 
countries will increase the supply of 
erode oil to China through the expanded 
Atyrau-Kenkiyakand Kenkiyak-Kumkol 
pipelines. Xi also said that building 
“Line D” of the China-Central Asia gas 
pipeline should become a priority for all 
sides.

More important, Xi emphasized that 
China will support the building of an 
international transport corridor across 
the Caspian Sea and accelerate the con­
struction of modern transport hubs for 
freight traffic between China and 
Europe. The transit time for goods from
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What the Taiwan authorities’ 
foolhardy move did was to consol­
idate the international status of the 
one-China principle and damage
the Taiwan authorities’ reputation.
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The world demonstrated 
multilateral cooperation in 
combating the novel coronavi­
rus pandemic and bringing it, 
hopefully, to an end. The pan­
demic had significant impacts 
on the economy globally. Today, 
the world economy is recover­
ing slowly and the international 
trade and investment land­
scapes are undergoing major 
adjustments.

Despite feeing various chal­
lenges, such as the global pan­
demic, climate-related shocks, 
and inflationary pressures 
caused by the conflict in 
Ukraine, Rwanda’s economy 
has remained resilient and con­
tinues to achieve robust 
growth. In 2022, the country’s 
economy grew by 8.2 percent, 
and it lias gained a reputation 
as one of the fastest-growing 
economies in Africa due to its 
steady growth.

Under the framework of the 
Forum on China-Africa Cooper­
ation and bilateral engagement, 
China supports many socioeco­
nomic programs in Rwanda, 
including infrastructure, manu­
facturing, agriculture, trade 
and investment, among others. 
China is among Rwanda’s top 
trading partners and contrib­
utes a large proportion of its 
foreign direct investment Since 
2000, China has been involved 
in infrastructure projects in 
Rwanda, particularly road con­
struction. In recent years, 
numerous roads have been con­
structed in both rural and 
urban areas, mainly to enhance

The author is Rwanda’s ambas­
sador to China. The author con­
tributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not 
necessarily reflect those of Chi­
na Daily.

higher incomes.
The Maputo-Katembe Bridge, a 

Chinese-built suspension bridge 
across Maputo Bay in southern 
Mozambique, was officially 
opened in 2018. It is the longest 
suspension bridge in Africa and 
will bring huge economic benefits 
to the country’s community servi­
ces, fishing and tourism sectors. 

In the energy sector alone, Chi­
na has funded more than 36 pro­
jects, mainly hydroelectric and 
solar power plants, in at least 19 
African countries.

The $568-million Chinese-built 
Isimba Hydropower Dam in Ugan­
da’s east is expected to improve 
access to power in Uganda. In 
addition to the Isimba Dam, China 
is financing the 600-megawatt 
Karuma Hydropower Dam in 
northern Uganda. Once fully 
active, the two hydropower dams 
will nearly double Uganda’s power 
supply.

In the housing sector, the vast 
Kilamba Kiaxi Social Housing 
Project, built by a Chinese compa­
ny in Angola, consists of thou­
sands of housing units in 20 plots 
in 14 provinces and cities across 
the country.

These projects are just a handful 
of some of the many infrastructure 
development projects that have 
been realized throughout Africa. It 
reflects tangible evidence that in 
Africa, under the framework of the 
Belt and Road Initiative, the physi­
cal connectivity' of infrastructure 
has made solid progress, the insti­
tutional connectivity of rules and 
standards has yielded fruitful 
results and the people-to-people 
connectivity featuring mutual help 
and assistance lias continued to 
deepen.

It is also against this backdrop 
that Africa continues to value the 
Belt and Road Initiative’s consist­
ent adherence to the principle of 
extensive consultation joint con­
tribution and shared benefits, 
ongoing commitment to the vision 
of transparent, green and clean 
cooperation, and the pursuance of 
die goal of high-standard, people­
centered and sustainable develop­
ment.

ince it was launched in 
2013, the Belt and Road Ini­
tiative — with the support 
and participation of 150

countries (more than 40 from Afri­
ca) and 32 international organiza­
tions — has grown into a 
multifaceted global initiative and 
is increasingly recognized as a his­
toric development initiative on a 
scale never attempted by any other 
world power.

On Feb 18, President Xi Jinping 
sent a message to the 36th African 
Union Summit, expressing his 
readiness to work with leaders of 
African countries to further 
strengthen friendly cooperation 
between China and Africa, 
enhance coordination and collabo­
ration on international and 
regional affeirs, and work for the 
building of a high-level China-Afri­
ca community with a shared 
future.

Africa is indeed a continent of 
the future. To realize its potential, 
Africa needs to reduce its massive 
infrastructure deficit to both 
achieve structural transformation 
and market integration. Annually, 
there is a funding shortfall of up to 
$100 billion for infrastructural 
development, which is a key driver 
for progress across the African 
continent and a critical enabler for 
productivity and sustainable eco­
nomic growth. Infrastructure 
development contributes signifi­
cantly to human development and 
poverty reduction, as well as the 
realization of the AUs Agenda
2063 and the 2030 United Nations’ 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

The African Continental Free 
Trade Area created by the AU 
among 54 of its 55 member states 
must be seen as a pillar of the 
broader development integration 
agenda on the continent. It will 
bring the African continent a step 
closer to realizing the historic 
vision of an integrated market and 
creating a basis for increasing 
intra-African trade. According to a 
recent study by the International 
Monetary Fund, Africa’s continent­
wide free-trade area, if successfully 
implemented, could significantly 
boost economic growth and 
improve living standards at a time 
of rising geopolitical tensions and 
climate change. The involvement 
of China, Africa’s largest trading 
partner for 14 consecutive years by 
the end of 2022, in cooperating 
with Africa under the framework 
of the Belt and Road Initiative is 
therefore of vital importance in 
speeding up development of the 
AfCFTA.

The COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Ukraine conflict and climate 
change have all hampered Africa’s 
efforts to achieve the United

his year marks the 
10th anniversary of 
China’s flagship Belt 
and Road Initiative,

which was proposed in 2013 
with the aim of improving con­
nectivity and promoting coop­
eration on a transcontinental 
scale. In the current era of eco­
nomic globalization, the Belt 
and Road Initiative embodies 
the spirit of cooperation, open­
ness, inclusiveness and mutual 
benefit. The initiative promotes 
economic integration and 
unlocks economic potential, 
thereby contributing to global 
cooperation, creating new' plat­
forms and opportunities, and 
shaping a new' outlook for the 
future.

As Rwanda has set its sights 
on becoming a middle-income 
country by 2035 and a high-in- 
come nation by 2050, China has 
emerged as a key and reliable 
partner for investment and 
trade. Chinese companies con­
tinue to invest in Rw'anda, 
w'hile at the same time Rwanda 
is finding valuable market 
opportunities in China to sup­
ply specialty agricultural com­
modities, such as high-quality 
chili, tea and coffee.

However, achieving these 
goals requires proper infra­
structure and connectivity. 
Infrastructure and connectivi­
ty are key objectives of the Belt 
and Road Initiative and funda­
mental factors that determine 
the depth and breadth of 
cooperation between China 
and Rw'anda, and Africa in 
general.

The Belt and Road Initiative 
pursues common development, 
aims at mutual benefits, and 
conveys a message of hope. 
Since its inauguration, the initi­
ative has earned active support 
and participation from African 
countries. A significant number 
of cooperation projects 
between Africa and China are 
currently underway, w'hile oth­
ers are expected to deliver con­
crete benefits in the future. 

For a country such as Rw'an­
da, which joined the Belt and 
Road Initiative in 2018, the ini­
tiative is a welcome opportuni­
ty to bridge the infrastructure 
gap in Rwanda and connect it 
to Africa and the rest of the 
world. Infrastructure has been 
defined as one of the bottle­
necks for Africa’s sustainable 
economic transformation, and 
Rwanda, and Africa in general, 
appreciate China’s contribution 
to infrastructure building.

The Belt and Road Initiative is unlocking new opportunities 
for cooperation between Rwanda and China

w-

The author is a senior research fel­
low at the Institute of African 
Studies at Zhejiang Normal Uni­
versity and a former senior diplo­
mat in the South African
Department of International Rela­
tions and Cooperation. The author 
contributed this article to China
Watch, a think tank powered by 

China Daily. The 
views do not nec­

essarily reflect 
those of China 
Daily.

exports and improve people’s 
well-being by creating jobs. 

In the same spirit, imple­
mentation of the Belt and Road 
Initiative projects register sig­
nificant growth in terms of 
infrastructure development, 
job creation and trading oppor­
tunities in Rwanda and Africa. 
This elevates the bilateral rela­
tions between the tw'o coun­
tries to a shared development 
strategy through win-win coop­
eration.

Rwanda is ready to take 
advantage of the opportunities 
presented by the Belt and Road 
Initiative and has already 
begun laying the groundwork 
for this. For instance, since
2019, Rwandan entrepreneurs 
and students have been attend­
ing various training sessions in 
China on e-commerce and 
trade. The program is already 
showing its positive effects, as 
some students have come up 
with an ambitious vision to 
start an e-commerce program 
that assists farmers in Rw'anda 
to sell their agricultural prod­
ucts online.

Africa and China will contin­
ue to uphold the principle of 
extensive consultationjoint 
contribution and sharing 
mutual benefits for the well-be­
ing of the two peoples, and 
advance sustainable, high-stan­
dard, people-centered Belt and 
Road cooperation. As major 
active participants and benefi­
ciaries of the initiative, African 
Union members have a good 
reason to believe that the Belt 
and Road projects will further 
continue the long history of 
cooperation between Africa 
and China. 

Like the Dakar FOCAC 
Action Plan, the Belt and Road 
Initiative is aligned with the 
African Union Agenda 2063 
with its First 10-Year Imple­
mentation Plan and the Sus­
tainable Development Goals of 
the United Nations. It is also 
aligned with the East African 
Community Vision 2050, which 
focuses on job creation and 
employment. Therefore, the 
major opportunities presented 
by the Belt and Road Initiative 
could not have come at a better 
time.

Nations’ SDGs, w’hich if achieved, 
have the potential to open $12 tril­
lion in market opportunities and 
create millions of jobs by 2030. 
Halfway toward 2030, most Afri­
can countries are, however, strug­
gling to meet most of the SDG 
targets.

On top of the impressive 
achievements made through its 
cooperation in the past decades, 
China is continuing to play a posi­
tive role in fest-tracking Africa’s 
development and lending support 
to sustainable development on the 
continent. The Belt and Road Initi­
ative has generated numerous 
funding opportunities in key pri­
ority development areas of infra­
structure development, 
industrialization, energy, housing 
and intra-African trade, which are 
all reflected in the AU’s Agenda 
2063, as well as in regional and 
national development strategies. 

In African countries such as 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda and 
Nigeria, the Belt and Road projects 
have resulted in marked improve­
ments to sectors such as transpor­
tation and energy with the 
initiative offering significant 
opportunities for African coun­
tries to address their substantial 
infrastructure deficits and other 
development challenges. 

Increased Belt and Road Initia­
tive-related investment and 
upgraded infrastructure continue 
to drive the growth of various eco­
nomic sectors.

The Addis Ababa-Djibouti Rail­
way is a new standard gauge inter­
national railway that serves as the 
backbone of the new Ethiopian 
National Railw’ay Network. It pro­
vides landlocked Ethiopia with 
access to the sea. More than 95 
percent of Ethiopia’s trade passes 
through Djibouti.

In Kenya, for instance, the 480- 
kilometer-long Mombasa-Nairobi 
Standard Gauge Railway, one of 
the flagship Belt and Road pro­
jects financed and built by China, 
has greatly facilitated the move­
ment of goods and passengers. 

The 56.5-kilometer asphalt road 
recently completed by the Chinese 
enterprises in Ethiopia’s Oromia 
region, will not only facilitate the 
transportation of agricultural 
products, but more importantly, 
unleash the potential of tourism, a 
catalyst for job growth and eco­
nomic prosperity.

Also the 1,344-km Benguela 
Railway constructed by Chinese 
companies in Angola has delivered 
many win-win outcomes. Chinese 
enterprises have provided technol­
ogy, experience and standards to 
the country w'hile local 
employees have acquired 
jobs, skills training and 

Africa and China will 
continue to uphold 

the principle of 
extensive 

consultation, joint 
contribution and 
sharing mutual 

benefits for the well­
being of the two 

peoples, and 
advance 

sustainable, 
high-standard, 

people-centered Belt 
and Road 

cooperation.

— ■

The Belt and Road Initiative is playing a positive role in 
fast-tracking Africa’s development and lending support 

to sustainable development on the continent
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Being US pawn will only hurt Tokyo Blacklist call tit-for-tat move for Micron decision, experts say

By Ma Si
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A US lawmaker's call to add Chinese 

memory chipmakers to a trade black­

list shows that Washington wants to 
abuse its political power to retaliate 

against Beijing's law-based decision on 
US-based chipmaker Micron Technolo­
gy, experts said on Wednesday.

Mike Gallagher, the chair of the US 

House of Representatives' committee 

on China, said the US Commerce 
Department should add Chinese mem­

ory chipmakers such as Changxin 
Memory Technologies and Yangtze 

Memory Technologies Corp to a trade 
blacklist, Reuters reported. 

If the US government agrees to that,

it would further disrupt the global semi­

conductor industry chain and harm the 

interests of US companies that supply 
products to these Chinese chipmakers, 

said Xiang Ugang, director-general of 
the Information Consumption Alliance, 
a telecom industry association. 

China's law-based decision asking 

its critical information infrastructure 

operators to stop buying products 
from Micron is a necessary move to 

safeguard national security and is in 
line with international practices, said 

Bai Ming, deputy director of interna­
tional market research at the Chinese 

Academy of International Trade and

Economic Cooperation. 

"The US government has banned 

Chinese companies amid national secu­
rity concerns. Why is China not allowed 

to do so? We have national security 
concerns and we can take actions in 
accordance with our laws,"Xiang said. 

The decision on Micron was made 

after the government conducted a sev- 

en-week investigation into the compa­
ny's products sold in China. The move 

is more transparent than Washington's 
ban on Chinese companies such as 

Huawei, Xiang added.

Contact the writer at
masi@chinadaily.com.cn

Spinning at 
top speed

apan seems to never learn 
from history.

On Tuesday, the Japanese 
government unveiled export control 
measures on 23 types of chipmaking 
equipment, aligning its trade rules 
with a US move to curb China’s abili­
ty to make advanced chips.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida also met the chief execu­
tives of the world’s largest chipmak­
ers, including Intel, Micron and 
TSMC, last week hoping to boost its 
domestic semiconductor industry. 

The big question, however, is 
this: Can Tokyo’s dream of revitaliz­
ing its chip industry come true by 
serving as Washington’s pawn and 
cutting off close ties with Beijing in 
the chip sector?

History offers a clue.
Japan used to be a semiconductor 

powerhouse in the global market.

ByLIUYUKUN
liuyukun@chinadaily.com.cn

means that Japan will lose more from 
export restrictions to China than the 
US does.

For Japanese manufacturers in 
general, income from the Chinese 
mainland accounts for as high as 
20-30 percent of their total income. 
For instance, for Tokyo Electron Co 
Ltd, Japan’s largest semiconductor 
equipment maker, the mainland 
accounted for about 25 percent of its 
total net sales in fiscal year 2022.

China and Japan, in feet, have the 
potential to work for a new vision of

economic and technological coopera­
tion. As members of the Regional 
Comprehensive Economic Partner­
ship, China and Japan will expand the 
proportion of zero-tariff goods export­
ed to each other to 86 percent from 8 
percent The tariff reduction will cer­
tainly deepen cooperation in the semi­
conductor industry and serve its 
upstream and downstream industries. 

As an Asian nation, Japan should 
know that serving as a strategic 
chess piece in the US’ global and 
regional playbook is tantamount to

But since the 1980s, its chip industry 
has been suppressed by the United 
States and has gradually shrunk.

Back then, Washington, which 
viewed Japan’s booming semicon­
ductor industry as a threat, resorted 
to a slew of measures, including 
trade sanctions, to hammer Japa­
nese companies. As a result, Japan 
lost its edge in semiconductors to the 
United States.

In recent years, even Toshiba had 
to sell its chip facilities to US chip­
maker Micron.

It is fair to say that Japan’s chip 
industry was a victim of coercion by 
the United States.

And, given that Washington had 
not permitted Tokyo to maintain its 
chip prowess in the late 1980s, how 
will the US government allow it to 
do so in future?

Tokyo should keep in mind that 
Washington’s ultimate goal is to 
maintain its chip leadership, and it 
does not want that position to be 
threatened by anyone, no matter 
whether it is China or Japan.

Amid such a backdrop, the most 
pragmatic and effective way to grow 
Japan’s chip industry, in fact, is deep­

sador to China, said during the 
forum that BRI projects have played 
an active role in promoting social 
and economic development in Paki­
stan. He said further efforts are 
expected to deepen BRI cooperation 
in the energy sector to promote the 
country’s new energy development 
while ensuring energy security to 
support rapid economic growth.

China is now the world’s largest 
market for clean energy, and has 
also become the biggest new ener­
gy equipment manufacturer, 
according to the NEA.

The country contributed over 70 
percent of the global photovoltaic 
capacity and 60 percent of the 
wind power capacity, effectively 
driving down the cost of renewa­
ble energy worldwide and acceler­
ating the green transformation for 
the global energy industry.

“Over the past decade, China 
has established government-to- 
government energy cooperation 
mechanisms with over 90 coun­
tries, regions, and international 
organizations and expanded BRI 
energy cooperation network. The 
country also rolled out a series of 
documents and launched multiple 
forums to create new opportuni­
ties for international cooperation 
in the energy industry,” Ren said. 

Chinese firms have also actively 
invested in and constructed a num­
ber of BRI-related energy projects. 

State-owned China Petrochemi­
cal Corp, or Sinopec, for instance, 
has executed 292 contracts for oil 
refining and chemical engineering 
projects in recent years. Last year, 
the company completed crude oil 
trade of 238 million tons, finished 
oil products trade of 22.85 million 
tons and liquefied natural gas 
trade of 7.03 million tons with BRI- 
involving countries and regions. 

‘We will continue to deepen 
cooperation in oil and gas resources 
(with BRI-involving countries and 
regions) and strengthen the con­
struction of energy transmission 
facilities between China and areas 
including Central Asia, Southeast 
Asia, forming an interconnected, 
smooth, safe, and efficient oil and 
gas pipeline network,” said Zhao 
Dong, president of Sinopec.

Zhao said further efforts will be 
made to deepen cooperation in 
green energy by promoting the 
development of power generation 
from renewable energy and the 
construction of smart grids, col­
laborate on the mass production of 
green hydrogen as well as trade 
infrastructure construction.

ening ties with China, the world’s larg­
est semiconductor market that is 
highly complementary to Japan in 
industrial resources and structures.

China has die world’s largest con­
sumer and technology market, which 
are of great appeal to Japanese com­
panies. The two countries’ produc­
tion and supply systems are also 
strongly linked. For instance, a large 
number of Japanese companies have 
built factories in China. Japanese 
semiconductor materials companies 
also import a large amount of impor­
tant raw materials from China and 
have established a huge supply chain 
system in the country.

The Chinese mainland is the larg­
est export destination for Japanese 
chipmaking equipment manufactur­
ers. In 2022, such exports from Japan 
to the mainland hit 820 billion yen 
($5.9 billion) — exceeding 30 percent 
of Japan’s total chipmaking equip­
ment exports, according to the Chi­
nese Academy of International Trade 
and Economic Cooperation.

More important, Japan exports 
almost double the amount of US 
exports in the same sector to the Chi­
nese mainland, which, by die way,

Competition in China’s cloud 
computing sector is intensifying as 
major Chinese cloud service provid­
ers have announced price reduc­
tions on multiple core cloud 
products, leading to a price war, 
industry experts said.

The recent advances in artificial 
intelligence-powered large language 
models have also prompted the price 
cuts, they said, as more enterprises 
demand greater computing power 
despite slowing growth in die cloud 
market.

JD Cloud, die cloud computing 
arm of Chinese tech company JD, 
vowed on Ttiesday to provide cloud 
products — covering computing, 
storage, networking and database — 
at the lowest prices compared to 
domestic rivals.

JD’s move came after Chinese 
internet giant Tencent Holdings Ltd 
last week unveiled plans to slash pri­
ces of some of its core cloud services 
by up to O percent from June 1. Chi­
na Mobile, a telecom carrier, said the 
prices of some cloud products will be 
reduced by up to 60 percent for a 
limited period.

Alibaba Cloud, the cloud comput­
ing unit of Chinese tech behemotii 
Alibaba Group Holding Ltd, said in 
April that it was cutting the price of 
its core products by 15 to 50 percent, 
marking the biggest such reduction 
in the company’s history.

The price of its storage products

Cui Tingting, research manager 
at IDC China, said the intense 
competition in China’s cloud mar­
ket has forced leading cloud ser­
vice companies to further seek 
differentiation while offering 
products and quickly adjust their 
business models.

‘The price cuts will have a short­
term impact on profit margins of 
public cloud service providers. How­
ever, in the long run, the move will 
lower tiie cost of enterprises to access 
cloud services, and promote the 
upgrading of cloud technology, thus 
giving a strong boost to the rapid 
growth of cloud computing market,” 
Cui added.

Alibaba said more than 200,000 
enterprises have requested beta test­
ing for Tongyi Qianwen, the compa­
ny’s Al large language model, a 
potential rival to OpenAI’s ChatGPT. 

Cloud computing serves as the 
best way to promote the application 
of Al on a large scale, said Zhang 
Yong, chairman and CEO of Alibaba 
Group and CEO of Alibaba Cloud 
Intelligence, adding that the compa­
ny is committed to making comput­
ing and Al services more accessible 
and inclusive for enterprises and 
developers.

Revenue from Alibaba’s cloud 
business reached 18.58 billion yuan 
($2.6 billion) during the first quarter 
of the year, a decline of 2 percent 
year-on-year, partly caused by delays 
in the delivery of hybrid cloud pro­
jects due to a resurgence of COVID- 
19 in January, the company said.

bringing a wolf to the door.
Instead, by deepening ties with Chi­

na, Japan can grow in its competitive­
ness in the global semiconductor 
market despite headwinds such as an 
overall decline across the industry.

Cutting off close ties with China 
will, however, backfire on Japan’s 
chip industry. No countiy, Japan 
included, will emerge as a wanner in 
the US chip war.

will be slashed by up to 50 percent, as 
part of a broader push to expand its 
user base and improve its share of 
the cloud computing market, the 
company said.

Charlie Dai, vice-president and 
research director at consultancy For­
rester, said a new wave of generative 
Al is bringing in new opportunities 
to digitally transform every industry 
in China and overseas.

“The price adjustment tactics of 
major cloud service providers in Chi­
na for core products not only effec­
tively help enterprises reduce costs 
and further accelerates digital inno­
vation, but are also essential to pow­
er the revenue engine of these cloud 
vendors for sustainable business 
growth,” Dai said.

According to market research firm 
International Data Corp, the revenue 
of China’s public cloud services mar­
ket reached $18.84 billion in the sec­
ond half of2022. The scale of IaaS, or 
Infrastructure as a Service, a public 
cloud computing segment, wit­
nessed a growth of 15.7 percent year- 
on-year during the period versus a 
27.3 percent year-on-year increase in 
the first half of 2022.

Alibaba Cloud took the top spot 
with a 31.9 percent market share in 
the second half of last year, while Hua- 
wrei Cloud ranked second, accounting 
for 12.1 percent share in China’s public 
cloud market, followed by China Tele­
com’s cloud services and Tencent 
Cloud, which had 10.3 percent and 
9.9 percent of the market share, 
respectively.

Jointing work on 
steel frame finished
China Railway 24 Bureau Group 
Corp Ltd (CR24), a unit of China 
Railway Construction Corp, said 
on Wednesday its builders in 
Jiangxi province completed the 
jointing of a steel frame combi­
nation of the east station house 
of Lushan Railway Station and a 
steel column of the middle plat­
form. With the help of 10 
hydraulic numerically con­
trolled jacking frames, the 2,100- 
ton steel flame combination 
advanced 26 meters, successful­
ly spanning over the four tracks 
of Nanchang-Jiujiang intercity 
railway. Tire Lushan station 
aims to be an important trans­
portation hub on the nation’s 
major Beijing-Kowloon railway 
line. Tire project’s yard has eight 
platforms and is connected by 
25 lines, and both its east and 
west station houses have been 
constructed by CRCC.

Shanghai foreign
trade up in Jan-Apr
China’s economic hub Shanghai 
posted a steady recovery in for­
eign trade this year, Customs 
data showed. In the first four 
months, the total value of 
Shanghai’s foreign trade 
reached 1.39 trillion yuan 
($198.1 billion), up 13.5 percent 
year-on-year. Export value stood 
at 558.65 billion yuan, up 16.3 
percent year-on-year, while 
import value reached 834.57 bil­
lion yuan, up 11.6 percent year- 
on-year.

Ningxia to host wine 
conference, expo
Ningxia, China’s leading wine­
producing region, will host a 
wine-themed international con­
ference and an expo in its capi­
tal Yinchuan next month, the 
event’s organizers said. The 
International Conference on 
Grape and Wine Industries, as 
well as the third China (Ningxia) 
International Wine Culture and 
Tourism Expo, will be held from 
June 9 to 10.

Bank supports
logistics projects
China Development Bank, one 
of the country’s policy banks, 
has stepped up financial sup­
port for the construction of 
modem logistics. Since the 
beginning of the year, the policy 
bank has issued loans w'orth 12.2 
billion yuan ($1.73 billion) to 
boost the construction of 
national logistics hubs and cold 
chain logistics facilities, among 
others. The bank pledged finan­
cial support to boost the devel­
opment of modern logistics, 
focusing on promoting the 
major projects in key areas, 
including the national logistics 
hubs and regional logistics ser­
vices network, said the bank.

An exhibitor showcases a prod­
uct on display at the 25th Dalian 
International Industry Fair, 
which opened on Wednesday in 
Dalian, Liaoning province. More 
than 700 enterprises are taking 
part in the four-day event. 
LIU DEBIN / FOR CHINA DAILY

Ties among economies involved 
in the Belt and Road Initiative wall 
be strengthened by closer energy 
cooperation — especially clean 
energy — following noteworthy 
results that have benefited all 
regions over the years, officials and 
experts said on Wednesday.

Over tiie past decade, the BRI-in- 
volved energy cooperation has 
yielded win-wan results, contribut­
ing significantly to the construction 
of a greener and more inclusive 
future for the energy industry, as 
well as promoting global economic 
and social development, said Ren 
Jingdong, deputy head of the 
National Energy Administration. 

“Our cooperation in green ener­
gy projects has been carried out 
with over 100 countries and 
regions, wath green and low-car­
bon energy investments involving 
tiie BRI surpassing traditional 
energy,” Ren said.

Going forward, tiie NEA will 
continue to strengthen clean ener­
gy cooperation through innovative 
cooperative mechanisms and the 
promotion of relevant projects. It 
will also actively facilitate coopera­
tion in technological innovation in 
areas such as hydrogen and power 
storage, Ren said.

The remarks were made during 
the Belt and Road Energy Partner­
ship Forum that opened on Wednes­
day in Xiamen, Fujian province. 

“BRI-involving countries and 
regions are highly compatible in 
terms of investment, trade, tech­
nology, and production capacity, 
which is conducive to the estab­
lishment of long-term cooperative 
relations,” said Li Jun, an official 
with the Global Energy Intercon­
nection Development and Cooper­
ation Organization.

BRI-involving countries and 
regions have carried out extensive 
cooperation in the fields of energy 
trade, investment, equipment, 
technology and standards in the 
past 10 years, she said.

Li said that wath tiie demand for 
primary energy rising to an esti­
mated over 20 billion metric tons 
of standard coal by 2050 in BRI-in­
volving countries and regions, the 
outlook for energy cooperation is 
promising and needs further 
efforts to optimize cooperation 
mechanisms, which include 
aspects such as policy coordina­
tion and technical cooperation. 

Moin ul Haque, Pakistan’s ambas­

ByFANFEIFEX
fiinfeifei@chinadaily.com.cn

Low-carbon investments involving
BRI exceed those of traditional fuels M,
energy ties
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HNA flight attendants board an aircraft at Haikou Meilan International Airport in Hainan province on Friday, luo yunfei / china news service

Airlines seek fresh faces as
international travel recovers

Listed companies win more projects in May on robust investment pipeline
gg
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By ZHUANG QIANGE
zhuangqiange@chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHENG YIRAN 
zhengyiran@chinadaily.aim.cn

By ZHU WEN QIAN
zhuwenqian@chinadaily.com.cn

Domestic carriers have ramped 
up efforts to recruit more employees 
to embrace the comprehensive 
recovery of the international travel 
market following the COVID-19 
pandemic.

So far this year, Haikou, Hainan 
province-based Chinese conglomer­
ate HNA Group has resumed more 
than 60 international and regional 
routes, and plans to resume more in 
the next few months under the gui­
dance of the Civil Aviation Adminis­
tration of China, the company said. 

Since January, when China 
resumed quarantine-free interna­
tional travel after nearly three years 
of suspension, the group began 
recruiting international talents to 
prepare for the gradual recovery of 
the international air travel market. 
HNA has more than 10 airlines affili­
ated with the group, including 
Hainan Airlines, Capital Airlines 
and Tianjin Airlines.

During the May Day holiday, 
HNA launched a set of interna­
tional routes to meet the growing

1 * 7
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Supported by the expanding 
effective investment in the country, 
many listed companies along the 
infrastructure industrial chain 
recently announced the winning of 
major project tenders.

On Friday, Shanghai-listed China 
Railway Group Ltd (CREC) said it 
recently won several major projects 
with a total bid of around 82.33 bil­
lion yuan ($11.67 billion), account­
ing for about 7.15 percent of its 
revenue in 2022.

Among the bids, the largest is 
located in Xiong’an, Hebei province, 
with the value standing at 9.59 bil­
lion yuan, CREC said in an 
announcement.

According to a Securities Daily 
report, as of Tuesday, there had been 
at least 10 listed companies, includ­
ing CREC, who reported winning 
major project tenders in May. The 
projects involve railway construc­
tion, integrated transportation, con­
struction investment and highway 
upgrades.

The listed companies’ bid reports 
reflect the stable growth of invest­
ments, which in turn will better sup­
port the nation’s economic recovery, 
said Liu Xiangdong, a researcher at 
the Beijing-based China Center for

3K

According to a report by online 
market information observer 
canyinj.com, the reason for the 
popularity of freebies is that they 
have become a social currency. 

“The products represent brands’ 
culture and serve as something to 
talk about, stimulating consum­
ers’ desire to express themselves, 
while bringing them emotional 
value,” it said.

“The fact that freebies are limit­
ed further makes consumers, espe­
cially young consumers, willing to 
buy and share them with friends. 
As limited editions are more pre­
cious, having the limited editions 
makes them feel good,” said can- 
yinj .com’s report.

As more brands launch freebies, 
it has become challenging to 
attract the attention of consumers. 

According to the report by Cany- 
inj.com, successful brands are 
good at building an image, or IP, so 
as to make a deep impression 
among consumers.

For example, Heytea created Axi, 
a cartoon character as its IP, and 
applied the IP in different scenarios 
to form freebies. Axi personalizes the 
brand, and shortens the distance 
between the brand and consumers. 

“In addition, it is important to 
build a freebie system, constantly 
bringing new products. In this 
way, consumers will have more 
faith in die quality and originality 
of the freebies, helping the brands 
accumulate more traffic,” said the 
report.

To promote the sustainable 
development of freebie-related 
business, You from Kandong 
Research Institute suggested diat 
merchants should pay attention to 
quality and creativity while 
designing freebies, instead of pop­
ularity and quantity. In addition, 
consumers should buy products 
rationally and avoid excessive 
spending.

“Also, the government should 
enhance supervision to prevent 
unreasonable price increases and 
vicious competition,” he said.

on the rotation project.
To ensure safety during the rota­

tion, construction workers collected 
and confinned key parameters such 
as the speed of rotation, incremen­
tal displacement and the traction 
system. They analyzed and judged 
potential problems in the construc­
tion and formulated targeted meas­
ures and plans to ensure the

travel demand. The flights con­
nect Shenzhen, Guangdong prov­
ince and Paris, France; Chongqing 
and London, England; Beijing 
and Osaka, Japan; Beijing and 
Tokyo, Japan; Zhengzhou, Henan 
province and Bangkok, Thailand; 
and Hefei, Anhui province and 
Bangkok.

Gao Xiaolong, general manager 
of the Human Resources Depart­
ment of HNA, said: “To fully pre­
pare for the comprehensive 
recovery of the international air 
travel market, we hope to recruit 
more employees.

“We have increased the recruiting 
scale of talents internationally and 
will provide various positions both 
at home and abroad to meet the 
demand of international business 
growth. For instance, we will hire 
more marketing and ground service 
personnel at our overseas offices, 
and marketing and customer ser­
vice employees that will be responsi­
ble for international business in 
China.”

Owing to the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic over the past 
three years, many employees who

Consumers are going all out to 
grab freebies, a marketing tactic 
that is generating new business 
growth points for brands amid ris­
ing consumption levels and a 
booming tourism sector.

During this year’s May Day holi­
day, a freebie given out by Chinese 
tea maker Heytea was in high 
demand.

Heytea launched city-themed 
fridge magnets, joining hands with 
11 tourist hot spots, such as Guang­
zhou and Jiangmen in Guangdong 
province, Luoyang in Henan prov­
ince and Sanya in Hainan province. 

When Heytea handed out the 
magnets at some scenic spots and 
its own outlets, consumers lined up 
and the magnets were all taken 
within an hour.

The freebie — in the form of a 
fridge magnet — helps promote 
sales of Heytea.

In the outlets earmarked as 
fridge magnet claim stations, daily 
sales rose 180 percent from the lev­
el seen before the holiday.

“Knowing that Heytea had 
launched city-themed fridge mag­
nets, I decided to try my luck as I 
happened to be traveling in Xi’an, 
Shaanxi province” said a tourist 
surnamed Zhang. “I got the fridge 
magnet at the Qujiang tourism 
service center. The fridge magnet 
demonstrates tourism elements, 
such as the Yongning Gate. It is a 
unique souvenir.”

By May 16, there were over 1,700 
posts related to the “Heytea city- 
themed fridge magnet” on lifes­
tyle-sharing platform
Xiaohongshu. Some users showed 
off the city-themed fridge magnet 
they had received on social media, 
while others became willing to 
spend 100 yuan ($14.3) to buy the 
magnet from those who had 
received it as a freebie.

The Heytea experience demon­
strates how business is being gen­
erated by freebies.

Last year, KFC launched the Psy- 
duck (an animated creature resem­
bling a yellow duck) as its Children’s 
Day set meal gift. As the gift was 
handed out immediately, it was then 
priced at over 1,000 yuan on second­
hand platforms. Likewise, when US 
coffee chain Starbucks launched a 
limited edition cat paw mug, the 
mugs were sold out within minutes 
after' the product went on sale. The 
mugs were sold for 199 yuan at 
stores, but often resold online for as 
much as 1,800 yuan.

“The popularity of freebies 
comes from consumers’ emotional 
appeal and consumption desire to 
their favorite brands or intellectu­
al properties. It is also promoted 
by the development of the tourism 
industry?’ said You Xi, a researcher 
at the Kandong Research Institute, 
a technology-focused think tank.

International Economic Exchanges, 
quoted by Securities Daily.

According to the National Bureau 
of Statistics, China’s infrastructure 
investment increased by 8.5 percent 
year-on-year in the first four 
months. Among the total, invest­
ment in railway transport increased 
by 14 percent year-on-year, water 
conservancy management by 10.7 
percent and road transport by 5.8 
percent, despite the relatively high 
base last year.

Looking at the intense promotion 
of infrastructure construction 
nationwide, experts said expanding 
effective investment will still be a 
main pillar for the nation’s economy 
this year.

“According to the fixed-asset 
investment plans announced by 
local governments, expanding effec­
tive investment will continue to play 
an important role in boosting eco­
nomic development. It is expected 
that infrastructure projects will con­
tinue to accelerate within the year,” 
said Guan Tao, global chief econo­
mist of BOC International.

In addition, the commencement 
rate of projects in many areas 
around the country stands at a high 
level. According to a market 
research jointly conducted by China 
Media Group’s financial news chan­
nel CCTV-2, heavy machinery maker
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worked in the aviation sector left 
their positions. In 2022, the number 
of flight attendants working for the 
domestic civil aviation industry 
shrank by more than 3,000 com­
pared with 2021, according to the 
CAAC.

“China’s domestic civil aviation 
industry needs some new devel­
opment ideas after three years of 
the pandemic. With an increas­
ingly developed high-speed rail­
way network nationwide, the air 
travel market needs to consider 
route plans and prepare to com­
pete with high-speed trains for 
more customers,” said Zou Jian- 
jun, a professor at the Civil Avia­
tion Management Institute of 
China.

In April, HNA signed a frame­
work agreement with Commercial 
Aircraft Corp of China to purchase 
60 home-developed C919 aircraft 
and 40 ARJ21, a regional aircraft 
model. HNA said that after the com­
pany introduced the new aircraft, it 
will launch more flights and require 
more staff members to provide ser­
vices.

“For civil aviation safety assur­
ance, aviation professionals must 
undergo strict and professional 
training and obtain corresponding 
qualifications and licenses before

Sany Group and cloud tech firm 
Rootcloud Technology Co Ltd, 
among the 31 Chinese mainland 
provincial regions, 28 have seen a 
commencement rate exceeding 60 
percent in April. Anhui province 
tops the list with 80.7 percent of new 
projects that began construction in 
April.

Driven by such factors, many list­
ed companies in the infrastructure 
sector achieved growth in major 
business figures in the first quarter. 

CREC said in its first quarter 
report that the value of new con­
tracts reached 667.38 billion yuan in 
the first three months, up 10.2 per­
cent year-on-year, while its peer Chi­
na Railway Construction Corp Ltd 
(CRCC), also listed on the Shanghai 
bourse, said it achieved 539.63 bil­
lion yuan in contract value, an 
increase of 15.82 percent.

China Railway 24th Bureau 
Group Corp Ltd (CR24), a CRCC 
unit, said it is bullish on its perform­
ance this year, as its engineering 
work is progressing smoothly across 
the country.

For instance, in Jingmen, Hubei 
province, two high-speed railway 
bridges spanning the Jiaozuo-Liuz- 
hou Railway were rotated into posi­
tion after 70 minutes of delicate 
engineering work last week, CR24 
said.

Two continuous T-beam bridges are rotated over the Jiaozuo-Liu- 
zhou Railway in Jingmen, Hubei province, last week. The project is 
an undertaking partly built by China Railway 24th Bureau Group 
Corp Ltd. PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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It is expected that 
infrastructure 
projects will continue 
to accelerate within 
the year.” 
Guan Tao, global chief 
economist of BOC International
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successful completion of the rota­
tion, Wang said.

The Jingmen-Jingzhou and 
Shanghai-Chongqing high-speed 
railways are important parts of the 
national high-speed railway net­
work. The two railways intersect 
and connect at Jingmen West Sta­
tion, with a designed speed of 350 
kilometers per hour.

The work was completed with 
“coordinated efforts” from China 
Railway 11th Bureau Group Co Ltd 
and China Railway Siyuan Survey 
and Design Group Co Ltd — build­
ers of the Jingmen-Jingzhou high­
speed railway — and China Railway 
Engineering Design and Consult­
ing Group Co Ltd, which is working 
on the Shanghai-Chongqing- 
Chengdu high-speed railway with 
CR24.

I\vo 112-meter continuous 
T-beam bridges, built for two high­
speed rail lines, were rotated 50 
degrees to traverse the Jiaozuo-Li- 
uzhou Railway. The bridges, weigh­
ing about 13,000 metric tons each, 
were built on the side of the operat­
ing rail, then rotated to position, 
with only a “minimum disruption to 
traffic”, said Wang Ping, a manager

With more outbound routes back on
line, carriers enlarge recruitment scale

“The launch of freebies not only 
raises consumers’ interest in 
products, but also increases IP 
exposure and brand loyalty. It is a 
win-win marketing strategy,” he 
said.

£
The launch of 
freebies not only 
raises consumers’ 
interest in products, 
but also increases IP 
exposure and brand 
loyalty.” 
You Xi, a researcher at the 
Kandong Research Institute
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they can officially undertake their 
positions. Thus, we usually need a 
grace period to recruit new employ­
ees,” Gao said.

Meanwhile, Shanghai-based 
budget carrier Spring Airlines 
plans to continuously introduce 
new aircraft this year to meet the 
growing travel demand. The com­
pany said it plans to recruit 700 
flight attendants this year and 
hopes to attract graduates who are 
good at foreign languages as it pre­
pares for the recovery of more 
international flights.

Spring Airlines said it is fully con­
fident in the company’s growth 
prospects, and the recruitment of 
new employees serves as a barome­
ter that reflects the development of 
the civil aviation sector.

“Various domestic airlines have 
posted job positions to hire new 
staff members, indicating that carri­
ers have been getting ready to 
reserve more talents to expand 
operations,” said Xiao Fei, assistant 
to the general manager of the 
Human Resources Department at 
Spring Airlines.

“We would like to hire more 
employees to prepare for further 
business growth during the 14th 
Five-Year Plan (2021-25) period,” 
Xiao said.

among consumers as 
marketers hit sweet spot
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Green bond with CEECs a big opportunity
Potential exists for cooperation with China in public goods domains such as waste disposal, transport, medical care
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Geely’s Geometry C electric car model is on display in Budapest, Hungary, on Nov 4,2022. attila volgyi / xinhua
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European exhibitors embrace nation’s chic consumption trend
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Grzegorz Sienkiewicz,
CEO of Four Starlings, a Polish cosmetics company

materials for manufacturing.
China, he noted, has created mil­

lions of “green jobs” in its economy 
in the past few years, and has gone 
from a country where renewable 
energy was almost nonexistent to 
one of the leading nations in renew­
able projects in just a decade.

Genchev underlined the sharply 
lower cost of solar power, wind pow­
er, and of batteries for electric vehi­
cles in Chinese gigafactories, which 
he believes will underpin China’s 
crucial role in reducing the global 
cost of clean energy production.

NINGBO — For 48-year-old Bul­
garian entrepreneur Despodov 
Desislav Dimitrov, the picturesque 
eastern Chinese city of Ningbo, Zhe­
jiang province, where he has just set 
up a new company, means much 
more than just the starting point of 
a new business.

This port city, featuring bustling 
cargo shipments and booming 
commerce between China and Cen­
tral and Eastern European coun­
tries and beyond, is the beginning 
of a promising voyage for many 
dreamers.
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company selected its best-selling 
products for this year’s expo, such as 
handmade soaps and face cream.

“As the world’s second-largest 
consumer market, China holds irre­
sistible appeal to global businesses. 
I hope to use the expo platform to 
introduce more green products to 
Chinese consumers. I believe my 
company will experience massive 
development in China,” he said.

At this year’s expo, 14 products 
with European Union geographical 
indications made their debut, 
including the Polish beer Van Pur. It 
is the largest independent brewing 
company in Poland and has opened 
its first overseas representative 
office in Shanghai thanks to its rap­
idly growing sales in China.

China has always been a huge 
consumer of beer, but preferences 
are shifting away from industrial 
beers to more premium and craft 
brews. The demand for high-end 
beers has been rising in recent years, 
said Mateusz Gonet, sales director 
of the business unit of Van Pur.

“We noticed the consumption 
upgrade trend before entering Chi­
na, so we studied the preferences of 
Chinese consumers and selected a 
wide range of high-quality beers 
with different flavors to satisfy the 
diverse consumer demand,” he said.

can start from joint research in sci­
ence and technology as well as the 
nurturing of talents in green part­
nership, experts say.

“I hope that from now on, once we 
have, let’s say, exchanged our data, 
and we know much better of one 
another, we can create an exchange 
of our scientists. We can create bilat­
eral, scientific projects and so on,” 
Milena Dukanovic, a professor of 
the College of Electrical Engineer­
ing at the University of Montenegro, 
told Xinhua.

Dukanovic said that she is cur­
rently heading one scientific project 
in the area of cyber and data securi­
ty with an information center in Bei­
jing, and another one with 
Changsha University and Changsha 
University of Science & Technology. 

“This would be an opportunity to 
start a project with universities in 
Ningbo ... Tomorrow, we will visit 
the University of Nottingham 
Ningbo China. We will see which 
areas we have potential to work 
on,” she said.

“More cities in South China are 
building indoor ski resorts. We hope 
to explore the market in South Chi­
na through this exhibition and 
achieve double-digit growth in Chi­
na in the next few years,” said Leon 
Korosec, who works with Elan, at 
the expo.

China and CEECs have seen clos­
er economic and trade ties in 
recent years. As a trade catalyst 
between China and CEECs, the 
third China-CEEC Expo & Interna­
tional Consumer Goods Fair 
attracted more than 3,000 exhibit­
ors, including over 400 exhibitors 
from CEECs and other European 
countries. The six-day expo con­
cluded on May 21.

Data from China’s commerce 
ministry show that since 2012, Chi­
na’s trade with CEECs has grown at 
an average annual rate of 8.1 per­
cent, and China’s imports from 
CEECs have increased at an average 
rate of 9.2 percent annually.

In the first quarter of this year, 
two-way trade totaled $33.3 billion, 
up 1.6 percent year-on-year. The 
two-way trade of agricultural and 
food products totaled $720 million 
from January to April, surging 34 
percent year-on-year.

The company hopes to seize the 
huge opportunities in the Chinese 
consumer market by providing tai­
lored, quality products.

The booth operated by Elan, a 
Slovenian ski manufacturer, is 
attracting a steady stream of visi­
tors. As a first-time exhibitor, the 
company, which produces 600,000 
skis a year, has set up an on-site ski 
slope to give visitors an immersive 
experience.

Snow and ice sports have become 
a niche in China. Driven by the 2022 
Beijing Winter Olympics, winter 
sports have since been gaining pop­
ularity among Chinese people, said 
Cao Xing, vice-general manager of 
Beijing Snowelan Sport Develop­
ment Co Ltd, Elan’s general agency 
in China.

“When the brand entered China, 
we sold hundreds of skis annually. 
Now the figure has increased to 
about 20,000,” said Cao.

According to a 2022 China snow 
and ice industry development 
research report, the total scale of 
China’s snow and ice industry is 
forecast to exceed 1 trillion yuan 
($141.81 billion) in 2025. Chinese 
authorities have mentioned the pro­
motion of the industry and the con­
struction of ski tourism resorts in 
several planning documents.
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neurs, experts and scholars have 
agreed that green partnership rep­
resents a new growth point and key 
highlight for broader and more 
practical bilateral cooperation, and 
is where interests from both sides 
converge greatly. The two sides 
complement each other in new 
energy, smart manufacturing and 
intelligent transportation, among 
other areas.

Marko Selakovic, advisor to the 
mayor of Kragujevac, Serbia, 
believes “the sky is the limit” for Chi- 
na-CEEC green cooperation. “We 
have room for huge development. It 
might be trade, it might be joint 
development of innovative solu­
tions for the benefit of the citizens. It 
might be bringing in different green 
technologies, it might also be the 
exchange of good knowledge, good 
expertise and good innovations. It 
might be an academic partnership. 
It might be investment”

Green, sustainable development 
has now leapt from the sphere of 
green materials to that of green 
manufacturing, green lifestyles and 
greener cities. Practical cooperation

fel

A S

Despodov Desislav
Dimitrov, a Bulgarian 
entrepreneur whose new 
company specializes
in providing quality 
bio-packaging solutions

The exhibition booth of Hungary during the third China-Central and 
Eastern European Countries Expo & International Consumer Goods 
Fair in Ningbo, Zhejiang province, on May 16. huang zongzhi / xinhua

Thriving green partnership 
Dimitrov’s new company special­

izes in providing quality bio-pack- 
aging solutions that are starch- 
based, plastic-free and nontoxic to 
the environment The market 
potential for eco-friendly lifestyles 
in China has made his green busi­
ness possible.

“Green development is the future; 
that is why I chose to do biomateri­
als engineering. Like Bulgaria, Chi­
na is also committed to ecological 
development, so there is broad 
space to tap into for cooperation,” 
said Dimitrov.

His words ring true, considering 
Bulgaria is one of Europe’s biodiver­
sity hot spots with a dazzling array 
of flora and fauna, and habitat varie­
ties. The country, in southeastern 
Europe, with a coastline on the 
Black Sea, encompasses three main 
biogeographic regions — alpine, 
coastal and continental. In recent 
years, the fallout of environmental 
crises has been felt acutely across 
Europe, particularly in urban areas. 

Underscoring the “enormous 
opportunities” in renewable ener­
gy cooperation with China, a lead­
er in the area of photovoltaics, 
Zahari Zahariev, chairman of the 
Bulgaria National Association for 
the Belt and Road, said that in Bul­
garia there is potential for further 
cooperation with China in 
domains related to public goods, 
such as waste disposal, transport 
and medical care.

On the construction of waste 
processing plants, the expert said: 
“This is a sector in which Bulgaria 
lags behind but in which China has 
huge successes. And ... in addition 
to recycling, it is also directly relat­
ed to energy production, of course.” 

There is great potential for coop­
eration between Slovakia and Chi­
na in the electric car industry and 
green energy, as China takes the 
lead in the development and pro­
duction of new energy vehicles. 
Slovakia boasts the necessary 
brainpower, Pavol Antalic, chair­
man of the Slovak-Chinese Joint 
Business Council, said.

Take solar panel recycling as an 
example. Antalic has visited facto­
ries in China that are recycling 
solar panels. These plants are “the 
next best investment opportuni­
ty” as solar panels reach the end of 
their life span after a period of 10
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NINGBO — Around 3,000 types 
of new products, ranging from agri­
cultural produce, wine and cosmet­
ics to high-end manufacturing and 
sendees products, were showcased 
at die third China-Central and East­
ern European Countries Expo & 
International Consumer Goods Fair, 
offering a glimpse into China’s con­
sumption upgrade trend.

As a first-time exhibitor at the 
China-CEEC expo, Grzegorz Sien­
kiewicz, CEO of Four Starlings, was 
excited to see visitors at his exhibi­
tion booth.

Founded in 2015, the Polish cos­
metics company makes natural 
handcrafted cosmetics products 
that have entered more than 300 
retail stores globally. “Our personal 
care products are based on natural 
raw materials of high quality?’ he 
said. “The company does not use 
artificial fragrances or plastic pack­
aging, and all its products are hand­
made,” he said.

China’s consumption has 
changed in recent years, he said. 
Chinese people are increasingly pay­
ing attention to the environmental 
value of goods and are willing to pay 
for environmentally friendly and 
sustainable products.

To aid Chinese consumers’ pur­
suit of eco-friendly lifestyles, the
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Green
development is 
the future; that is 
why I chose to do 
biomaterials 
engineering. 
Like Bulgaria, 
China is also 
committed to 
ecological 
development, 
so there is broad 
space to tap into 
for cooperation.”

As the world’s second-largest consumer 
market, China holds irresistible appeal to 
global businesses. I hope to use the expo 

platform to introduce more green products 
to Chinese consumers.”
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to 20 years, he said.
“Bosnia-Herzegovina has broad 

prospects for cooperation with Chi­
na and other CEECs in energy, infra­
structure, green economic 
transformation and clean energy. 
We envision more cooperation pro­
jects in the future,” said Zdravko 
Marinkovic, president of the For­
eign Trade Chamber of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina.

Addressing the China-CEEC May­
ors Forum in Ningbo on May 17, 
Cristian Apostol, vice-president of 
Romania’s Prahova County Council, 
said that China will always play a 
very important role in green sector 
investments, and there is broad 
room for green cooperation 
between the two sides, including 
reducing carbon footprint through 
modernizing infrastructure and 
developing the green energy sector 
through electric cars.

Neyko Genchev, vice-mayor of 
Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria, said the 
local government has been commit­
ted to a recycling economy, han­
dling waste as a resource for the 
economy by turning them into raw

Prospects for cooperation
Over the years, China and CEECs 

have inked a number of deals on 
green cooperation, and the dimen­
sions for cooperation have increas­
ingly broadened. In 2021, China 
and CEEC jointly marked the Chi­
na-CEEC Year of Green Develop­
ment and Environmental 
Protection as an opportunity to 
deepen exchange and cooperation 
in green economy, clean energy and 
other related areas.

Government officials, entrepre-
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