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Country’s foreign trade to maintain steady growth
By ZHONG NAN and WANG KEJU
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The Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization summit in July in 
New Delhi, India, is expected to 
make several momentous deci­
sions. One will be regarding die 
admission of Saudi Arabia to the 
organization.

On March 29, Saudi Arabia’s 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud signed a memorandum of 
understanding on dialogue 
partner status for the country. 
This status is the first step 
before granting a country full 
membership.

The SCO’s foundations were 
laid in die 1980s when the then 
Soviet Union and China started 
the final round of negotiations to 
demarcate their long border. After 
the disintegration of the Soviet 
Union, the Russian Federation 
and the republics of Central Asia 
became participants in the talks.

After they settled territorial 
issues, the parties decided to 
deepen regional cooperation and 
established the SCO in 2001. 

The organization has grown 
rapidly since then. Its current 
members are China, India, Rus­
sia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pak­
istan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 
In addition to Saudi Arabia, dia­
logue partners are Armenia, Azer­
baijan, Cambodia, Egypt, Nepal, 
Qatar, Sri Lanka and Tbrkiye. 
Observers are Afghanistan, Bela­
rus, Iran and Mongolia. The SCO 
summit in Samarkand, Uzbekis­
tan, last year began the process of 
including the United Arab Emir­
ates, Bahrain, Kuwait, the Mal­
dives and Myanmar as new 
dialogue partners.

Saudi Arabia’s move to partner 
with the organization came less 
than three weeks after a historic 
Chinese-brokered reconciliation 
deal with Iran to restore diplo­
matic ties.
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China’s foreign trade will main­
tain steady growth in 2023, 
thanks to the improved trade 
structure and the nation’s proact­
ive measures to tackle challenges 
such as geopolitical tensions and 
fluctuations in external demand, 
experts said.

The growth of China’s foreign 
trade will play a key role in under­
pinning the global supply chain 
this year, they said.

Exports, one of the main contrib­
utors to China’s GDP, are expected 
to expand in the second half of this 
year, as the country’s factories have 
the ability to adapt swiftly to foreign 
customers’ changing tastes and 
demands, they said.

Zhou Maohua, an analyst at 
China Everbright Bank, said that 
the new growth engines of China’s 
foreign trade are likely to come 
from member states of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations and those related to the 
Belt and Road Initiative.

China on Tuesday declared 
Shanghai-based Canadian diplo­
mat Jennifer Lynn Lalonde “per­
sona non grata” and asked the 
consular official to leave the coun­
try before Saturday in response to 
the Canadian side’s unreasonable 
provocation.

The move against Lalonde is a 
reciprocal countermeasure after 
Canada on Monday declared a dip­
lomat of tiie Consulate-General of 
China in Toronto “persona non 
grata” and expelled the diplomat 
based on so-called allegations that 
Beijing tried to intimidate a Cana­
dian politician and interfere in the 
country’s elections.

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Wang Wenbin said at a regular 
news briefing that China has 
lodged serious representations 
and a strong protest to Canada, 
and the countermeasure taken by' 
China is to uphold its legitimate 
rights and interests, which is fully 
justified and necessary.

China will not waver in its 
resolve to uphold its interests, he 
said, urging Canada to immedi­
ately stop the provocation. 

“If Ottawa decides to continue 
its wanton acts, Beijing will 
make a resolute response and all 
consequences must be borne by 
Canada,” Wang said.

The spokesman emphasized 
that China never interferes in the 
internal affairs of other coun­
tries, saying that the unfounded 
claims by Canada are political 
manipulation driven by ideology 
and designed to denigrate China. 

It is vicious for Canada to make 
such trumped-up accusations, 
which violate the basic norms 
governing international relations

' (\i 

z 
f/

■xs.

s China strives to advance 
its modernization, inter­
national attention is 

focusing on how the nation will
fulfill its ambition to become a 
modem socialist country by the 
middle of this century and how 
that process will affect the rest of 
the world.
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Hainan looking 
forward to its first 
durian harvest

department, said the government’s 
newly introduced policies to pro­
mote the stability, scale and quality 
of foreign trade will unleash the 
confidence and strength of China’s 
export-oriented companies.

China, for instance, will host a 
large number of offline exhibitions 
and promote the resumption of 
international passenger flights. It 
will issue country-specific trade 
guidelines, help automakers estab­
lish and improve their internation­
al marketing and service systems, 
and improve foreign trade financ­
ing sendees for medium, small and 
micro-sized companies, according 
to information released by the Min­
istry of Commerce last month.

“These measures will effectively 
improve the quality of China’s for­
eign trade throughout the year,” Lyu 
said.

Wu Chaoming, deputy director 
of the Chasing International Eco­
nomic Institute, is optimistic 
about robust foreign trade growth 
in 2023.

He said China’s commitment to

Comment,
page 12

speeding up the modernization of 
its industrial system would also 
motivate both exporters and 
foreign-funded companies to 
invest more in innovation and 
production capacity, despite the 
US’ attempts to decouple in key 
supply chain areas.

Zhang Yansheng, chief research­
er at tiie China Center for Interna­
tional Economic Exchanges, said 
that domestic manufacturers 
should seize the opportunity to 
upgrade their manufacturing 
capacity, provide global customers 
with higher value-added products 
and secure more orders.

At the same time, diversification 
of international markets must be 
better leveraged to offset losses 
caused by shrinking demand from 
some European countries and tiie 
United States. Greater efforts 
should be made to extend trade 
cooperation with countries and 
regions involved in the BRI and 
ASEAN, Zhang said.

Wang Wenbin,
Foreign Ministry spokesman
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between humankind and nature. 
More important, the CPC 

pledged that Chinese moderniza­
tion will lay a path for peaceful 
development, and that China will 
not achieve modernization 
through colonization or invasion. 
Neither will it seek hegemony or 
expansion.

In a congratulatory message 
sent to the Lanting Forum on 
Chinese Modernization and the 
World, held in Shanghai on April 
21, President Xi Jinping assured 
the world that China will pro­
vide new opportunities for glob­
al development with new 
accomplishments in Chinese 
modernization.

It will also give new impetus to 
humanity’s search for paths 
toward modernization and bet­
ter social systems.

Diplomat declared ‘unwelcome’ following
Canada’s unreasonable provocation

By CAO DESHENG
caodesheng@chinadaily.com.cn

Teenage athletes continue 
near-perfect performance 
SPORTS, PAGE 16

China’s foreign trade grew by 5.8 
percent year-on-year to 13.32 tril­
lion yuan ($1.92 trillion) in the first 
four months of 2023, data from the 
General Administration of Cus­
toms showed.

Exports rose 10.6 percent year- 
on-year to 7.67 trillion yuan, further 
easing market concerns over the 
export outlook of the world’s sec­
ond-largest economy for this year. 

The strong performance of 
China’s exports between January 
and April was driven by its fast­
growing green and high-end 
manufacturing industries, including 
new energy vehicles, lithium-ion 
batteries and solar cells, as well as 
domestic companies’ greater 
participation in trade shows both at 
home and abroad, Zhou said.

He predicted that overseas 
demand will continue to rebound 
in the third and fourth quarters, as 
inflation in overseas countries 
gradually eases in the first half of 
this year.

Lyu Daliang, director-general of 
the GAC’s statistics and analysis

People continue searching for bodies on Monday in Nyamukubi, South Kivu Province, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, after the village 
was hit by floods caused by heavy rains last week. The death toll from floods and landslides triggered by heavy rains in the eastern regions 
of the country rose to over 400, an official said on Sunday, guerchom ndebo / afp See story, page 3

Shanghai forum participants salute 
new model for human advancement

WORLD WATCH
By Djoomart Otorbaev

and undermine its relationship 
with China, Wang said.

According to Wang, for quite 
some time, Canadian media and 
relevant politicians have cited 
so-called classified documents 
and fabricated disinformation to 
smear the Chinese diplomatic 
and consular missions in Canada. 

The accusations are not based 
on facts but are trumped-up and 
have a hidden agenda, he said.

China’s Consulate General in 
Toronto said the slander against 
its staff “has no factual basis and 
is totally groundless”

The consulate said it has always 
followed the Vienna Convention 
on Consular Relations and the 
Consular Agreement between tiie 
two countries and that its officers 
have never engaged in activities 
inconsistent with their official 
capacities.

“Those Canadian media and 
politicians have been spreading 
disinformation with intent to 
damage the reputation and image 
of the Chinese Consulate General 
and maliciously disrupt normal 
exchanges and cooperation 
between the two sides,” the consu­
late said.
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out the central task of 
advancing national 
rejuvenation through 
a Chinese path 

toward modernization at its 20th 
National Congress in October.

The Party views Chinese mod­
ernization as not being solely 
related to achieving material 
wealth or a higher level of effi­
ciency than that offered by the 
capitalist system. Rather, it is 
about effectively maintaining a 
higher degree of social equity, 
providing 1.4 billion people with 
a prosperous and dignified life, 
and promoting harmonyASIA NEWS NETWORK

Migrants walk through a barbed-wire barrier into the United States 
after crossing the Rio Bravo from Matamoros, Mexico, on Tuesday. 
The US is preparing tor the end of the Title 42 policy on Thursday. 
Under the health regulation, which was put in place amid the 
coronavirus pandemic, the US quickly expelled many migrants 
seeking asylum. Fernando llano/ap See story on page 7
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CPC National Congress: “In pursuing mod­
ernization, China will not tread the old path 
of war, colonization and plunder taken by 
some countries ... We will strive to safe­
guard world peace and development as we 
pursue our own development, and we will 
make greater contributions to world peace 
and development through our own devel­
opment.”

Observers said the Chinese path toward 
modernization abandons the old Western 
way of modernization, which is capital-cen­
tric and characterized by soaring material­
ism and external expansion. It also breaks

T

the myth that modernization means West­
ernization, and expands choices for devel­
oping countries on their modernization 
journey.

Essam Sharaf, former Egyptian prime 
minister and a non-resident senior fellow at 
Renmin University of China’s Chongyang 
Institute for Financial Studies, said he sees 
four key pillars in Chinese modernization — 
cooperation, harmony, peace and develop­
ment.

He said that by adopting these pillars, 
China passes on the benefits of its moderni­
zation to the world through the Belt and 
Road Initiative, the Global Development 
Initiative, the Global Security Initiative and 
the Global Civilization Initiative, which are 
considered public goods offered by the 
nation to the international community.

Mamadou Tangara, Gambia’s foreign 
minister, said China’s modernization 
“addresses, in a resolute way, the global def­
icits of development, peace, governance 
and trust.”

China’s rapid economic growth and long­
term social stability are widely viewed as a 
miracle in the history of human develop­
ment, Tanggara said, and the nation has 
promoted poverty alleviation, common 
prosperity, ecological conservation and 
people-centered democracy as well as the 
rule of law.

“China has inspired many developing 
countries to seek their own formula to 
reduce poverty and to promote their respec­
tive economic development and prosperi­
ty’ he said.

Tangara described the Belt and Road Ini­
tiative, or BRI, as an effective platform to 
promote a more integrated world where 
“positive collaboration between countries is 
not burdened by the complexities of ideo­
logical and cultural differences.”

“Under the BRI, we are all galvanized 
under the common ambition of seeking 
mutually beneficial and sustainable socio­
economic transformative partnerships. It

at Cambridge University’s Department of 
Politics and International Studies, said that 
when it comes to the nature of moderniza­
tion, people always think of it primarily in 
technological and economic terms. 

“I think that is obviously important, but 
it’s much too narrow, because fundamental 
to Western modernization was the division 
of the world. Fundamental to Chinese mod­
ernization are only the opportunities to the 
world, particularly to the developing world, 
to develop and to modernize,” he said.

Jacques added that Western moderniza­
tion started at a time when Western coun­
tries used the rest of the world as a way to 
enrich themselves. In an extraordinary 
shift, the developing world had its first 
opportunity to modernize in the second 
half of the 20 th century, he said.

“Led ultimately by China, you get this 
incredible transformation where moderni­
zation is actually the possibility for all of 
humanity, not for a tiny minority of West­
ern countries. So the arrival of the develop­
ing world and the arrival of China 
transform the whole global landscape.”

Noting that China’s growth is redefining 
the notion of modernization, Jacques said 
the nation’s rise is going to change the 
world in a way the West can’t cope with. 
“The West, in my view, is basically frozen. It 
has no strategy. It doesn’t understand Chi­
na. It’s like a rabbit caught in the head­
lights,” he said.

Xi’s comments were echoed by 
political leaders, business executives 
and think tank researchers from near­
ly 80 countries taking part in the 
forum. They said China’s moderniza­
tion not only matters to the well-being 
of the Chinese people, but also creates 
a new model for human advancement. 

Dilma Rousseff, president of the 
New Development Bank, said: “As a 
former president of Brazil, I am fully 
aware of what different patterns of 
modernization can mean for the peo­
ples of the Global South. Over the cen­
turies, a false modernization was 
imposed on us, which initially took 
the form of colonialism, with its kill­
ings of the indigenous population, 
slavery and predatory extractivism.” 

Rousseff said that more recently, 
financial neo-liberalism has implied a 
brutal process of concentration of 
income and wealth in the hands of a 
few, and once again, millions of people 
have been left behind.

“The push for modernization pro­
posed and promoted by China pro­
vides a new choice and demonstrates 
that another world is necessary and 
possible. This is crucial at this time of 
greater fragmentation caused by cli­
mate change, by the intensification of 
geopolitical conflicts, by the disrup­
tion of production chains, and by a 
movement of de-globalization,” she 
said.

Rousseff commended the Chinese 
path toward modernization, particu­
larly its principle of promoting com­
mon prosperity.

‘The great effect of this moderniza­
tion for countries of the Global South 
lies in building a community with a 
shared future for mankind. And this 
commitment made by China could 
help bridge the gap between the glob­
al North and South and help create a 
more inclusive multipolar interna­
tional order,” she said.

Dilina Rousseff, former president of 
Brazil and president of New Develop­

ment Bank, the multilateral bank set up 
by the BRICS states

essentially bridges physical distance 
and shared interests and prosperity,” 
he said.

Tangara also voiced his support for 
the Global Development Initiative, the 
Global Security Initiative and the 
Global Civilization Initiative, saying 
they unwaveringly offer hope for a 
shared and better future for human­
kind.

Since China proposed the BRI in 
2013, more than 3,000 cooperation 
projects have been launched, involv­
ing investment of nearly $1 trillion 
and creating 420,000 jobs for partici­
pating countries, the Foreign Ministry 
said. As a result, many nations have 
realized their dreams of building rail­
ways and large bridges, and also of 
alleviating poverty.

The Global Development Initiative 
has been widely welcomed by the 
international community. With the 
support of more than 100 countries 
and many international organiza­
tions, and with some 70 countries in 
the Group of Friends of the GDI, the 
initiative is giving a strong boost to the 
early attainment of the UN Sustaina­
ble Development Goals for 2030.

John Thornton, co-chair of the 
Board of Trustees of the Asia Society 
in the United States, said: “The con­
cept of Chinese modernization, to me, 
is very compelling. It is enduring. It is 
inspiring. And I see it as kind of an 
aspiration and also a guide to behav­
ior.”

He suggests that the single most 
important tiling for Chinese modern­
ization is to figure out how to commu­
nicate the content in a compelling 
way through global communication 
channels so that everybody hears the 

same message.
“Who in the world is not in favor of 

peace? Who in the world is not in 
favor of common prosperity? Who in 
the world is not in favor of harmony 
between man and nature?” he said. 

“And if at least in my country, if peo­
ple understood that this is what Chi­
na believes, this is what they stand 
for, this is where they see the future, 
then that will have a very positive 
impact on the relationship between 
the two countries.”

Tough journey
Modernization for China has been a 

journey of hardship and perseverance. 
In modem times, countless Chinese 
patriots have looked to the West for a 
modernization formula to save the 
nation, but all the formulas failed.

Under the leadership of the CPC, 
China has found a path to moderniza­
tion through its own efforts. Over the 
past 100 years or so, the nation has 
transformed from being impoverished 
and backward into the world’s second- 
largest economy, the top trader in 
goods, the biggest holder of foreign 
exchange reserves, and the biggest 
manufacturer.

China has put in place the world’s 
largest compulsory education system, 
social security system, and medical 
and health system — achieving in just a 
few decades industrialization that took 
developed countries several centuries 
to realize.

Over the 40-plus years since reform 
and opening-up was launched, the Chi­
nese government has lifted more than 
800 million people out of poverty and 
increased the middle-income group’s 
population to over 400 million.

China is now the main trading part­
ner of more than 140 countries and 
regions. It places $320 million in direct 
investment around the world each day, 
while attracting over 3,000 foreign 
businesses every month, Foreign Min­
istry data show. Over the past decade, 
China has contributed more to global 
growth than all the G7 countries com­
bined.

Foreign investors cannot afford to 
ignore the immense commercial pros­
pects created by the vast Chinese mar­
ket that boasts a rapidly growing 
middle-income group. Due to uncer­
tainty caused by mounting geopolitical 
competition between major countries, 
some observers may be skeptical about 
China’s modernization process, but 
others consider it has enormous poten­
tial.

Martin Jacques, former senior fellow

Challenges ahead
While striving to advance Chinese 

modernization, the CPC is keeping a 
cool head about the risks and chal­
lenges that lie ahead. “Building a 
modern socialist country in all 
respects is a great and arduous 
endeavor,” Xi said at the 20th CPC 
National Congress.

Analyzing the international situa­
tion, he said momentous changes 
unseen in a century are accelerating 
across the world, the once-in-a-centu- 
ry pandemic has had for-reaching 
effects, global economic recovery is 
sluggish, unilateralism and protec­
tionism are mounting, regional con­
flicts and disturbances are frequent, 
and the world has entered a new peri­
od of turbulence and change.

At home, China feces many deep- 
seated problems regarding reform, 
development and stability. “In our 
efforts to strengthen the Party, and 
especially to improve conduct, build 
integrity, and combat corruption, we 
are confronted with many stubborn 
and recurrent problems. External 
attempts to suppress and contain Chi­
na may escalate at any time,” Xi said.

Amid new challenges arising from 
domestic and international situa­
tions, the CPC launched an education 
campaign last month to study and 
implement Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialism with Chinese Characteris­
tics for a New Era, with a view to 
building consensus among all its 
members to make united efforts to 
advance Chinese modernization for 
national rejuvenation.

As part of the theoretical study pro­
gram, the Party launched a research 
and fact-finding drive aimed at solv­
ing new practical problems and serv­
ing scientific decision-making.

Strategic plan
To build itself into a great modern social­

ist country in all respects, China has adopt­
ed a two-step strategic plan — to basically 
realize socialist modernization from 2020 
through 2035, and to become a great mod­
ern socialist country that is prosperous, 
strong, democratic, culturally advanced, 
harmonious and beautiful from 2035 
through the middle of this century.

Xi, who is also general secretary of the 
CPC Central Committee, said at the 20th

6
The push for 

modernization proposed 
and promoted by China 

provides a new choice and 
demonstrates that another 

world is necessary and 
possible. This is crucial at 

this time of greater 
fragmentation caused by 
climate change, by the 

intensification of 
geopolitical conflicts, by 

the disruption of 
production chains and by 

a movement of de­
globalization.”
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By JIANG CHENGLONG 
and ZHOU JIN

Contact the writers at
zhongnan@ chinadaily.com .cn

An elephant is fed watermelon at Kamla Nehru Zoological Garden in 
Ahmedabad as the maximum temperature in the city in the western 
Indian state of Gujarat hovered around 41C on Monday. 
SAM PANTHAKY / AFP

Contact the writer atjiangcheng-
long@chinadaily.com.cn

China’s role in bringing the two 
Asian heavyweights together sur­
prised many, given Saudi Arabia’s 
strategic partnership with the Unit­
ed States. But it comes amid a wave 
of Chinese diplomatic initiatives in 
the Middle East that have brought 
regional powers closer to China. 
Most see the move as another 
example of the Middle East’s grad­
ual shift away from dependence on 
the West toward deeper coopera­
tion with growing Asian powers. 

Saudi Arabia’s development pri­
orities have long been closely linked 
to the interests of the leading SCO 
members, China and Russia. China 
is Saudi Arabia’s largest trading 
partner, and bilateral trade in 2021 
reached $87.3 billion.

The petrochemical sector is a pri­
ority in Saudi cooperation with Bei­
jing. For example, in its most recent 
move, Saudi Aramco announced 
on March 28 the acquisition of a 10 
percent stake in China’s Rongsheng 
Petrochemical Co, a deal valued at 
$3.6 billion. The joint venture will 
build an oil refining and petro­
chemical complex in Panjin, Liaon­
ing province It is expected to 
process up to 300,000 barrels of oil 
per day, bringing the total crude oil 
processing between China and 
Aramco to 690,000 barrels per day. 
Statistics on Saudi oil shipments to 
China show that in 2022 they were 
four times more than shipments to 
the United States.

Washington lias been watching 
China’s activity in the Middle East 
with great concern and has warned 
that cooperation with Beijing could 
weaken US relations with coun­
tries in the region. For example, the

US has expressed concern about 
using Huawei 5G technology in the 
region and lias pressured die UAE 
to shut down what the US says is a 
Chinese “security facil i ty'7 

While the Saudi leadership is 
intensely annoyed by and has 
shown its dissatisfaction with, cer­
tain aspects of US policy, Saudi 
Arabia will not withdraw from the 
“special relationship” that was 
established in the early 1930s. US 
military bases remain in the coun­
try, and at die end of March, joint 
exercises were held to combat 
drones. A few weeks ago, two Sau­
di airlines placed a $37 billion 
order for a total of up to 121 Boeing 
787 Dreamliners.

However, the seemingly ordi­
nary political bargaining will have 
far-reaching consequences this 
time, since the leading player is 
China. As it lias become more 
engaged economically in the Mid­
dle East, China has seen a strong 
voice in favor of increased region­
al cooperation. Is this move a 
direct challenge to the Western­
centric world? Should the collec­
tive West think about the reasons 
for the u nwilli ngness of Asian 
states to cooperate? 

The official US reaction to this 
development has been cautious. In 
Washington, State Department 
spokesman Vedant Patel played 
down the impact of the Saudi 
move, saying it was long overdue, 
which was not entirely intelligible.

Chinese scientists have an ambi­
tious plan — they want to build per­
manent structures on the moon using 
lunar materials, and a recent finding 
has shown that this idea is feasible.

According to a new study pub­
lished in National Science Review, a 
Chinese science journal, the nation’s 
scientists have identified natural 
glass fibers for the first time in lunar 

T

ing the impact-generated glass can 
help scientists calculate the power 
of these impacts, and thus improve 
research on the formation and evo­
lution of lunar soil.

One of the world’s most notable 
space activities in 2020, the 23-day 
Chang’e 5 robotic mission was Chi­
na’s first lunar sample-returning 
mission and one of its most sophis­
ticated and challenging space 
endeavors. The landmark mission 
brought 1,731 grams of rocks and 
soil back to Earth on Dec 17, 2020, 
presenting the first lunar substan­
ces to scientists since the Apollo 

77te author is a former prime min­
ister ofKyrgyzstan and a distin­
guished professor at the Belt and 
Road School atBeyingNormal 
University. The thews do not neces­
sarily reflect those of China Daily.

year, with about 68,000 shipped to 
markets related to the BRI.

The Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership, the world’s 
largest free trade pact, is scheduled 
to take full effect for all its 15 signa­
tory states on June 2, the Ministry 
of Commerce said in April.

Complete implementation of the 
pact will help further boost exports 
and imports between China and 
other participating countries, said 
Zhang Jianping, deputy director of 
the academic committee of the 
Chinese Academy of International 
Trade and Economic Cooperation.

1

Zhengzhou Yutong Bus Co, 
based in Zhengzhou, Henan prov­
ince, is already exporting buses 
outside developed economies. This 
year it will supply 800 new energy 
buses to Tashkent, the capital of 
Uzbekistan.

Li Haifeng, a senior executive of 
the company’s overseas business 
unit, said the order, made up of 
300 electric buses and 500 com­
pressed natural gas ones, is the 
largest of its kind from Uzbekistan 
for China-made buses.

Li said the group’s accumulative 
exports stood at around 86,000 
buses at the end of February this

Bodies were still being recov­
ered on Monday from two villages 
in eastern Democratic Republic of 
Congo where floods killed more 
than400 people lastweek in one of 
the country’s deadliest disasters in 
recent history.

Many dazed survivors were 
mourning multiple family mem­
bers killed in the flash floods that 
swept away entire homes and bur­
ied the villages of Bushushu and 
Nyamukubi, both in South Kira 
Province, in muck and debris. 

“Over there in the mud, that’s 
where our house was. We lost six 
people in our family. In our house, 
five children died and our mother 
who is the sixth,” said 22-year-old 
Alliance Mufanzara, pointing at an 
empty plot of churned earth.

She, her younger brother and 
her father were the only survivors. 

“We’re scared because our whole 
family is finished,” she said. “We 
have nothing.”

Humanitarian workers have 
spent days recovering mud-caked 
bodies from the wrecked tallages 
in Kalehe territory, where days of 
torrential rain triggered landslides 
and caused rivers to overflow their 
banks on Thursday.

“It is an unprecedented humani­
tarian disaster,” said government 
spokesman Patrick Muyaya.

The large number of casualties 
has meant that workers have had 
to bury victims in freshly' dug mass 
graves, according to videos posted 
online, which Reuters was not 
immediately able to verify.

“We left everything behind,” said 
Bushushu resident Bahati Kaban- 
ga, 32, who managed to rescue his 
only child but lost his aunt, neph­
ews and a sister.

the researchers wrote.
“This glass, with different origins, 

can therefore record crucial infor­
mation with regard to its formation 
processes over geological time 
scales, and provide insights into 
many fundamental questions about 
the moon involving the duration of 
volcanism, the bombardment histo­
ry of tiie solar system, the origins of 
lunar water and the moon’s past 
magnetism,” they wrote.

Zhao Rui, another researcher at 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences’ 
Institute of Physics, said that the 
glass substances recorded various 
types of meteorite impacts. Analyz­

Last month, Wu Weiren, an aca­
demician of the Chinese Academy 
of Engineering and a leading scien­
tist at the China National Space 
Administration, said Chinese scien­
tists plan to use 3D printing tech­
nology to turn lunar soil into 
construction materials and then 
use them to build science outposts 
on the moon.

According to researchers partici­
pating in the new study, glass is an 
important component of lunar soil.

containment and suppression strat­
egies against China, the television 
report said on Monday.

National security agencies have 
uncovered many complex foreign 
entities that, in order to evade Chi­
na’s laws and regulations as well as 
sensitive industry supervision, con­
ceal their foreign backgrounds and 
use domestic consulting firms to 
steal State secrets and intelligence 
related to the country’s key areas.

Wang Wenbin, spokesman for the 
Foreign Ministry, told a regular brief­
ing on Tuesday that the campaign is a 
normal law enforcement action 
aimed at promoting the healthy' and 
normal development of relevant 
industries and safeguarding national 
security and development interests. 

Capvision, founded in 2008, is a 
leading company offering “rapid, 
accurate and efficient expert knowl­
edge” to major financial institu­
tions, consulting companies and 
multinational enterprises, accord­
ing to the firm’s website.

The main advantage of its services 
is to provide clients with specialized 
industry knowledge through a net­
work of more than 500,000 experts, 
the Shanghai-based firm says in its 
introduction on the website. It lias 
branches in the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region, New York, 
Malaysia and Singapore.

Capvision claims to have more than 
1,000 clients across the globe, and the 

State secrets and intelligence for 
overseas entities.

The researcher, sumamed Han, 
became a part-time expert at the invi­
tation of Capvision in 2015, although 
in his primary job he was not allowed 
to have a part-time job as well.

At the beginning, he refused to 
offer confidential information 
such as product cost and profit 
rate, when providing consultation, 
but he soon relented after the Cap­
vision staff claimed that Han 
would get triple payment if he 
answered sensitive questions.

In addition, as a company' with a 
large amount of overseas business, 
Capvision not only encouraged and 
persuaded experts in key fields to 
disclose confidential information 
during consultations, but also failed 
to inform those experts of the real 
identity of the clients.

Han said he only found out by 
accident that his long-term client 
was from overseas. Persuaded by 
Capvision, he became increasingly 
active in accepting overseas consul­
tation in order to get more pay­
ments from Capvision.

The former researcher download­
ed nearly 5,000 documents via the 
internal network of the company for 
which he worked. It was found that 
Han provided three pieces of 
national secret information, 13 pie­
ces of intelligence and 18 pieces of 
information involving commercial 
secrets to foreign entities.

“We felt a tremor while it was 
raining and decided to flee after 
seeing houses collapse in the dis­
tance,” he told Reuters by tele­
phone.

Just over 400 people were con­
firmed dead, South Kira Governor 
Theo Ngwabidje Kasi said earlier 
on Monday, more than doubling 
the toll since Friday.

Civil society sources on the 
ground expect the toll to rise fur­
ther, as bodies were still floating in 
rivers and buried under wreckage. 
Hundreds of people remained 
unaccounted for, according to the 
United Nations.

The Congolese Red Cross said 
that 274 people had been buried so 
far, including 98 women and 82 
children.

Over 8,800 others have been 
affected by the floods, which swept 
away homes and schools and cut 
off roads, it said. Destroyed sewage 
systems and bodies lying in debris 
are raising concerns about sanita­
tion, it said.

Families have been separated 
and traumatized survivors are tak­
ing refuge in other people’s homes, 
the Red Cross added.

“If I hadn’t gone to the market 
maybe I could have saved my chil­
dren,” said mother of five Jolie 
Ambika Nathalie, 34, in Bushushu. 

The central government has 
sent a delegation to Bushushu and 
declared Monday' a day of national 
mourning.

Warming temperatures due to 
climate change are increasing the 
intensity and frequency of Africa’s 
rains, according to UN climate 
experts.

Chinese authorities, including 
national security and other depart­
ments, have launched a law enforce­
ment action against Capvision, a 
leading Chinese consulting firm.

The company is alleged to have 
“induced domestic experts in key 
fields”, including military industry 
and high technology, to offer intelli­
gence and thereby played into the 
hands of overseas forces, China 
Media Group reported.

Capvision accepted a large num­
ber of consulting projects, some of 
which were closely related to for­
eign governments, military and 
intelligence agencies.

From 2017 to 2020, the firm 
received more than 2,000 remittan­
ces from more than 100 overseas 
companies, amounting to over $70 
million, according to Chinese 
national security agencies.

Capvision said in a statement on 
its WeChat account that it would 
resolutely abide by China’s national 
security rules and take the lead in 
ensuring the consulting industry 
was compliant.

In recent years, some Western 
countries have increasingly engaged 
in intelligence activities to steal 
information related to China’s mili­
tary, industry, finance and other key 
sectors, in order to implement their

samples retrieved by the Chang’e 5 
robotic mission.

The analysis of these natural 
glass fibers has indicated that lunar 
soil has good properties in terms of 
forming and molding glass materi­
al, “which confirms the possibility 
of manufacturing glass construc­
tion materials on the lunar suiface” 
said Shen Laiquan, a researcher at 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences’ 
Institute of Physics, which led the 
study.

Hundreds of protesters 
march in silence on 
Monday in Belgrade, Ser­
bia, against the two mass 
shootings in the country 
last week that left 17 peo­
ple dead and 21 wound­
ed, many of them 
children. 
ZORANA JEVTIC / REUTERS

Law enforcement campaign launched 
after links to overseas forces alleged

majority of its business involves 
expert consultation that is mainly 
conducted by phone, the CMG report 
quoted a Shanghai national security 
police officer as saying.

Company staff members said they 
gained access to the huge number of 
experts, professionals and scholars 
by public networking, such as via 
resumes and recommendations.

However, the CMG report said 
that the company’s employees were 
actually targeting influential 
experts working in vital fields 
including domestic policy research, 
national defense, finance and cur­
rency, high technology, energy and 
resources, and medicine and health. 

Experts who provided consulta­
tion would sign business contracts 
with a “disclaimer clause” that 
required them to assume responsi­
bility for confidentiality and face 
any legal consequences themselves. 

Nevertheless, some experts were 
attracted by the hefty remuneration 
offered by Capvision, which they 
thought was a law-abiding and reg­
ulated enteiprise, and then eased 
their vigilance, divulging internal 
sensitive content and even State 
secrets and intelligence when pro­
viding foreign-related consulting 
services, said the national security 
police officer in Shanghai.

The CMG report gave an example 
in which a former senior researcher 
at a major State-owned enterprise 
who had provided consulting to 
Capvision was sentenced to six 
years in prison for spying and for 
stealing and illegally providing
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Outpouring
of grief

Congo flood survivors 
mourn lost relatives
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Alternative: Middle East 
sees gradual shift away

It was produced by various kinds of 
non-equilibrium processes includ­
ing volcanic activity, meteorite bom­
bardment and solar wind 
irradiation.

“These drastic processes domi­
nate the formation and evolution of 
the moon, and our understanding 
of the moon strongly relies on stud­
ies of these processes. As ubiqui­
tous products of lunar non­
equilibrium processes, glass can 
remain stable for billions of years,” 

El
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Stricter emission standard to kick in

Li Fusheng contributed to this story.

4 detained for demolishing load-bearing walls
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Hainan eager for first durian crop
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put of Hainan durian would not 
greatly affect imported fruit from 
Thailand.

In feet, trade between China and 
Thailand has grown partly thanks 
to the booming livestreaming 
industry in China.

Xin Youzhi, founder of China’s 
Xinxuan Selection Group and a net­
work anchor, was invited by the 
Thai government to host a special 
livestream on Sunday in Bangkok 
to promote items such as durian 
produced in Thailand to Chinese 
consumers.

During the eight-hour show, 
about 1.62 million durians were sold, 
raking in revenue of around 300 mil­
lion yuan ($43.3 million). The total 
revenue of all items reached 830 mil­
lion yuan with 6.78 million orders. 

“In addition to helping vendors 
of Thai brands sell their products to 
Chinese customers, we will deepen 
cooperation with the country in the 
agricultural sector,” Xin said. 
“Meanwhile, we are bringing Chi­
nese digital economy experiences 
and resources to help Thailand to 
cultivate such talent.”

tural specialists, the company began 
to plant durian in the ecological zone 
in March 2020. With advanced tech­
nology and equipment, the base can 
automate water distribution, fertiliz­
er management, meteorological 
monitoring and pest control.

The company now has durian 
plantations in the ecological zone, 
as well as in Ledong county and 
Baoting.

“In Hainan, the cultivation of the 
delicate durian fruit requires more 
manual interventions and greater 
attention to their growth rate, com­
pared with that in Southeast Asia,” 
Du said.

‘We upgraded our irrigation three 
times based on the terrain in our 
base. Now, with intelligent sensors, 
we can easily conduct analysis on the 
water supply of the durian crops.”

Hainan sought to grow durian 
back in the 1950s. At first, the prov­
ince planted seeds directly, but with 
this method the trees took more 

year, although some industry 
players called for postponing this 
date in recent months. Tuesday’s 
release of the guideline has reas­
sured them, observers said. 

“The policy is expected to playa 
significant role in helping stabi­
lize the development of the car 
market by stabilizing the mentali­
ty of car dealers, manufacturers 
and the pace of production and 
sales,” said Cui Dongshu, secre­
tary-general of the China Passen­
ger Car Association.

Specifically, the China Vl-b 
standard features reductions in 
nitrogen oxides and particulate 
matter emission limits by around 
70 percent from the previous Chi­
na V standard, and it has extend­
ed durability requirements.

Meanwhile, the guideline not­
ed that for light-duty commercial 
vehicles, if their pollutant emis­
sion testing reports from actual 
driving showed a result that only 
requires monitoring, a six-month 
sales transition period will be 
granted and such vehicles will be 
allowed for sale until Dec 31.

Police in Harbin, Heilongjiang 
province, have criminally detained 
four people for allegedly demolish­
ing load-bearing walls of a high- 
rise building in the city’s Songbei 
district, according to the district 
government on Tuesday.

According to a statement 
released on April 28 by the proper­
ty management company of Limin 
Xueyuan residential community, 
the demolition of load-bearing 
walls during the renovation of a 
house on the third floor resulted in 
walls cracking on the fourth and 
sixth floors of the unit.

The person who rented the 

The planned introduction of a 
stricter national emission stan­
dard for all new heavy-duty vehi­
cles will proceed as scheduled 
from July 1, and will prohibit the 
production, import and sales of 
vehicles that do not meet the 
standard, according to the latest 
guideline.

The standard, known as China 
VI-b, will help reduce air pollution 
and contribute to environmental 
protection, and it is also expected 
to promote the healthy develop­
ment of the domestic car market, 
industry players observed.

When the new guideline is 
implemented, all new heavy-du­
ty vehicles sold in the country 
are required to meet the stan­
dard as the government aims to 
help stabilize and expand auto­
mobile consumption in the 
country, according to a state­
ment released by the Ministry of 
Industry and Information Tech­
nology and four other depart­
ments on Tuesday.

Emissions from cars have

become a significant source of air 
pollution in large and medium­
sized cities in China, and the 
urgency of strengthening the con­
trol of such pollution has become 
increasingly prominent. In 2021, 
total emissions of four pollutants 
from motor vehicles nationwide 
exceeded 15.5 million metric tons, 
according to the Ministry of Ecol­
ogy and Environment.

Revealed in 2018, the China VI 
standard is made up of two sub­
standards — China VI-a and Chi­
na Vl-b. The overall standard 
combines practices from both 
European and United States regu­
latory requirements, in addition 
to creating its own.

China Vl-a is largely equivalent 
to Euro VI, and China Vl-b intro­
duces slightly more stringent test­
ing requirements and a remote 
emission monitoring system, 
according to the International 
Council on Clean Transportation. 

The China Vl-a took effect 
nationally on July 1, 2020, and 
many regions had even adopted it 
a year earlier.

The stricter China Vl-b had 
been scheduled for July 1 this 

| k The district government has dis­
patched 15 working groups to visit 
every household, and special con­
sultation and reception centers 
have been set up where experts, 
lawyers, medical workers and rele­
vant professionals can answer resi­
dents’ questions and help them 
continue living normal lives.

Emergency measures such as 
partial support have been adopted 
to prevent further structural dam­
age and deformation, the govern­
ment said.

A corresponding plan wil 1 be for­
mulated to protect the legitimate 
rights and interests of residents 
depending on the technical report 
issued by the authoritative testing 
institutions.

years ago. The trees began bearing 
fruit on a large scale this year.

Sanya has planted more than 660 
hectares of durian in various dis­
tricts, and more of the fruit is 
expected to enter the market.

Du’s company is the city’s largest 
durian producer in terms of plant­
ing scale. He said that in 2019, when 
44 durian trees that were intro­
duced to the Baoting Li and Miao 
autonomous county as part of affor­
estation efforts successfully bore 
fruit, he was inspired to cultivate 
the tropical crop.

He sent workers to Southeast 
Asia to learn how to grow the spiky 
fruit, and established a scientific 
and research cooperative with the 
Chinese Academy of Tropical Agri­
cultural Sciences. The company 
also recruited workers with mas­
ter’s degrees in agriculture.

By working with scientific 
research institutes and being guided 
by Southeast Asian-Chinese agricul-

“It may be difficult to imagine, but 
several years ago, there was only a 
dilapidated wharf under the 
bridge,” said Wu Feng, a resident liv­
ing nearby. “It was full of weeds, and 
the road was too rugged for us to 
walk on.”

Now, the desolate space has been 
turned into a popular, leafy spot 
allowing locals to get close to 
nature. Plant varieties from the 
Three Gorges Reservoir area have 
been planted near the water’s edge, 
transforming the barren land while 
aiding soil consolidation and eco­
logical restoration.

“Taking into account Chongqing’s 
riverside terrain with its various 
changes in level, we have built 
waterside walkways along the 
embankment, as well as paths for 
fitness lovers, giving them easy 
access to the Yangtze River,” said 
Kang Yi, executive manager of the 
project.

Meanwhile, the revamping of the 
spaces is making good use of the 
city’s rich industrial culture.

For years, the space beneath 
Egongyan Bridge featured over 50 
abandoned air-raid shelters carved 
into the rock walls. Now, 21 of the 
air-raid shelters have been trans­
formed into eight exhibition halls 
with various themes, teaching visi­
tors folk culture and showcasing a 
former defense industrial base in 
Jiulongpo district

On the Jiubin Road overpass in 
Jiulongpo, artists have created 3D 
paintings featuring naval and air 
equipment against a backdrop of 
blue sky and clouds. The impact is 
enhanced at night by projected 
images simulating the rise and fell 
of waves.

Meanwhile, a decommissioned 
warship is docked next to the over­
pass. As an extension of the nearby 
museum cluster, the ship is intend­
ed to boost patriotism among visi­
tors, die commission said.

In the future, Chongqing plans to 
see 23 renovation projects along its 
109 km of riverbank, widi some of 
them already completed. They will 
not only transform the spaces 
beneath the city’s famous bridges, 
but contribute to greening efforts 
and upgrading infrastructure, the 
commission added.

dian 10 years to bear fruit. Now, by 
taking a branch from a tree that is 
already bearing fruit and grafting it 
onto one that is growing, farmers 
can yield fruit within tiiree years. 

“With the support of the provin­
cial government and the ecological 
zone, we have introduced durian 
crop varieties from Southeast Asia 
countries such as Laos for study 
and research,” Du said.

Last year, a few trees in the base 
had already borne ripe fruit, he 
said.

“Anyone standing 6 or 7 meters 
away could smell their aroma.”

Durian, which is popular among 
young consumers in first-tier cities, 
is one of the top imported fruits in 
China. The successful cultivation of 
the tropical fruit in Hainan means 
that durian lovers in China can enjoy 
the fresh, local variety, which tends 
to be sweeter than its foreign coun­
terparts, according to the bureau.

Even so, Phaichit Viboontana- 
sarn, vice-chairman and secretary­
general of the Thai Chamber of 
Commerce in China, told the Bang­
kok Post that the relatively low out- 

“I appealed because I believe 
egg freezing services are impor­
tant for single women,” she said. 
“In recent years, positive signs 
leading to the potential easing of 
current regulations have also 
emerged, and I am more hopeful 
this time around.”

During this year’s two sessions 
of the National People’s Congress 
and the National Committee of the 
Chinese People’s Political Consult­
ative Conference held in early 
March, a number of political advis­
ers and legislators touched on the 
topic of expanding access to egg 
freezing services.

Xu Congjian, president of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology Hospi­
tal of Fudan University in Shang­
hai and a national political adviser, 
said during an interview that he 
suggested “moderately” removing 
egg freezing barriers for special 

groups.
“For instance, I met an unmar­

ried woman who wanted to freeze 
eggs because she had to work in 
high-altitude areas for several 
years and pinned her hopes on the 
technology as a way to balance 
career development and fertility 
plans,” he said, adding that unmar­
ried women who are dealing with 
health problems such as cancer 
and blood diseases should also be 
given the option to freeze their 
eggs after professional evaluation 
of their health condition.

He also stressed that he objected 
to lifting all restrictions. 

“The risks for women having 
babies after age 35 remain high, 
and increasing the number of chil­
dren with older parents could also 
raise societal issues,” he said.

On March 13, Caixin.com, a 
news media outlet, reported that 
the commission was organizing 
experts to discuss the possibility of 
lifting restrictions on egg freezing 
services for single women.

“If the verdict turns out to be 
what I’ve hoped for, I will go to a 
public hospital and freeze my eggs 
as soon as possible,” Xu Zaozao 
said.

Kang Yi, executive manager of 
Chongqing's Jiulongtan project

Xu Zaozao (center) and two lawyers enter the Beijing No 3 Inter­
mediate People’s Court before her trial begins on Tuesday. 
WU XIAOHUI / CHINA DAILY

South China’s Hainan province is 
anticipating its first durian harvest 
this summer after years of cultiva­
tion.

A durian plantation in the Sanya 
Yuchai Ecological Zone has jdelded 
its first fruit on a large scale, with 
the crop expected to be ready for 
market soon.

“Due to lower temperatures in 
Hainan this year, the maturity of the 
fruit originally expected to hit the 
markets in May or June has been 
delayed to the end of June or early 
July” said Du Baizhong, general 
manager of Hainan Youqi Agricul­
tural Company, adding the compa­
ny’s planting base in the zone is 
expected to produce a maximum of 
50,000 kilograms of durian thisyear. 

According to the Sanya bureau of 
agriculture and rural affairs, the 
city began planting durian four

house allegedly planned to turn it 
into a gym. It is unknown whether 
the tearing down of the walls was 
intentional or accidental.

Visible cracks could be seen on 
the facade of the 31-story building 
on Tuesday.

“To ensure safety, all residents 
need to leave the building immedi­
ately and wait for further notice,” 
tiie statement said.

Residents living in over 200 
rooms in the building were relocat­
ed to nearby hotels. The market val­
ue of the building is said to exceed 
160 million yuan ($23 million).

The city’s government has set up 
an investigation team, and moni­
toring and disposal work is under­

way.

We have built 
waterside walkways 
along the 
embankment, as well 
as paths for fitness 
lovers, giving them 
easy access to the 
Yangtze River.”

Children race on their push bicycles during a competition in Yuncheng, Shanxi province, on Mon­
day. Dozens of children participated in the event, which was staged to encourage them to develop an 
interest in sports and exercises, yan xin / for china daily
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Court will decide whether unmarried 
women have right to access services

transforming 
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CHONGQING - Many bridges in 
Southwest China’s Chongqing 
municipality are a popular subject 
for photography on TikTok. They 
are shown illuminated at night or 
bearing trains amid clouds of 
dreamy mist, winning numerous 
thumbs-up from netizens.

Now lovers of the famous struc­
tures have more to celebrate, thanks 
to a citywide campaign to improve 
the spaces beneath them, as well as 
the miles of riverbank that run 
through the city.

Also known as the “Bridge Capital 
of China,” Chongqing boasts over 
10,000 bridges of all kinds. Howev­
er, the areas beneath them are often 
neglected, either planted with bush­
es or used as parking lots. In many 
cases, the space is simply unused.

In Jiulongpo district, the Egong­
yan Bridge strides across the Yang­
tze River. Under the bridge now sits 
the newly built Jiulongtan Square, 
where locals can make use of intelli­
gent workout facilities powered by 
solar energy or take a leisurely stroll 
along the riverside walkways.

According to the municipal com­
mission of housing and urban-rural 
development, the Jiulongtan 
project stretches 2.2 kilometers 
along the river, covering 504,000 
square meters. It is part of the city’s 
broader effort to renovate and 
upgrade the urban planning of are­
as along the rivers.

The second and final trial in Chi­
na’s first legal case over the right of 
unmarried women to access egg 
freezing concluded on Tuesday aft­
ernoon with no verdict given.

Xu Zaozao, a pseudonym for an 
unmarried 35-year-old woman 
who sued a hospital in Beijing in 
2018 for refusing to freeze her 
eggs, emerged from the gate of Bei­
jing No 3 Intermediate People’s 
Court at around 4:50 pm following 
a nearly three-hour hearing. 

“I am cautiously optimistic 
about the pending result,” she said. 
“Like the first trial, the focus of 
today’s debate was on whether the 
hospital’s refusal infringed upon 
my personal rights, and we also 
discussed its potential infringe­
ment of my bodily rights because 
my eggs are part of my body.”

A rule released by China’s top 
health authority in 2001 states that 
single women are barred from 
accessing egg freezing services. 
Married couples who have been 
diagnosed with infertility, as well 
as married women living with 
some diseases — such as those 
with cancer who have to go 
through chemotherapy — are 
allowed to freeze eggs.

In a statement released in 2021, 
the National Health Commission 
said the technology is intrusive 
and carries higher risks than 
sperm-freezing procedures for 
men, which could impact the 
health of women and their babies. 

“Promoting egg freezing servi­
ces could also bring false hope and 
further delay women’s childbear­
ing plans,” the commission said. 
“Furthermore, selling reproduc­
tive technologies to healthy groups 
might result in misunderstand­
ings and overuse among consum­
ers.”

Two hearings were held for the 
first trial in 2019 and 2021. In July 
last year, Xu was notified that she 
lost her case, so she decided to 
appeal.

1
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Medical circuits to serve isolated and remote villages without resident doctors
By WANG XIAOYU
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cent of total visits in 2009, but fell to 
29.5 percent in 2021, and the percent­
age of hospitalizations at rural facili­
ties also fell from 28.7 to 13 percent 
during the same period.

“While rural migration to cities has 
played a role in these changes, they 
also reflect the fact that greater efforts 
are needed to channel medical 
resources to the grassroots level, espe­
cially at the township and village lev­
els,” she said.

Measures listed in the document 
include leveraging smart and digi­
talized technologies to deliver 
healthcare services. “Technologies 
such as remote consultation, the 
appointment-based transferral of 
patients, online follow-up consulta­
tions and remote examinations

By WANG XIAOYU
wangmaoyu@chinadaily.com.cn

should be promoted, and the use of 
artificial intelligence-assisted diag­
noses should be accelerated at rural 
healthcare institutions,” the report 
stated.

In Zhejiang’s mountainous Sliaw- 
an township, the 50-minute ride to 
the county seat hospital in Jingning 
She autonomous county made it diffi­
cult for 77-year-old Liu Yuyu to see 
doctors when he was having trouble 
controlling his high blood pressure.

“I grew used to putting up with dis­
comfort from my condition for as 
long as I could,” he said. “But now, 
using the remote diagnosis platform 
set up in the nearby clinic, I am able to 
see doctors from top hospitals in 
Hangzhou without needing to leave 
town. It’s marvelous.”

the endocrinology department at 
Sichuan University’s West China 
Hospital in the provincial capital 
of Chengdu, recently participated 
in a medical assistance program to 
a far-flung county in Sichuan’s 
Liangshan Yi autonomous prefec­
ture.

“Through communication with 
local doctors, we identified new 
problems, such as the importance 
of reminding them to identity and 
transfer patients with rare and 
chronic disease to higher-level 
hospitals,” she said, adding that 
most were used to sending only 
patients in critical condition to 
larger hospitals.

months,” the circular stated.
In addition, medical circuit 

teams and aid workers will be 
tasked with training local doctors 
to manage common and major ill­
nesses, and will be encouraged to 
set up telemedicine cooperation 
networks to offer diagnosis and 
treatment to patients.

In a statement explaining the roll­
out of the new document, the com­
mission said that there is currently a 
marked shortage in healthcare capac­
ity in some rural regions, and becom­
ing a rural doctor has low appeal to 
jobseekers.

“It is likely that the previous situa­
tion of villages without local doctors

“Medical circuit teams should 
arrange service hours according to 
the living and working habits of rural 
populations, to provide them with 
access to high-quality, basic health­
care service on their doorsteps,” it 
stated

In addition to circuit services, the 
document stated that medical work­
ers from township-level medical 
institutions will be dispatched to vil­
lages with large populations that 
have been unable to recruit qualified 
rural doctors.

“Medical workers sent to village 
clinics should work at least five days a 
week, and work in the same tallage 
for no less than six consecutive

Lei Yehua, a rural doctor in Shaw- 
an township, who helps facilitate 
remote consultation sessions, said: 
“We grassroots doctors have also 
learned a lot by being able to dis­
cuss cases with specialists from 
larger hospitals.”

Local authorities said that since the 
remote medical service was launched 
at Jingning county hospital in late 
2022, it has diagnosed 300 patients, 
and provided health management 
advace for 1,500 people in the jurisdic­
tion. It is estimated that patients liv­
ing in remote areas have saved 
around 700,000 yuan ($101,000) on 
travel expenses as a result.

In addition, the document high­
lighted the need to improve incomes 
and benefits for rural doctors in order

or years, one of the greatest 
fears facing elderly resi­
dents of Mayi Island in Zhe­
jiang province was the

exhausting trip to hospital when 
they fell sick.

“From waiting for a ferry to get off 
the island, to riding the bus to the 
county seat, it used to take the whole 
day for me to see a doctor,” said Lin 
Zhongsu, a Mayi resident.

Today, Lin is able to get diagnosed 
by experienced doctors in larger cit­
ies in Zhejiang without even having 
to leave the island’s small clinic 
thanks to concerted efforts to bring 
high-quality medical care to remote 
and rural areas.

In Lin’s case, 5G-powered aug­
mented reality glasses enabled doc­
tors based thousands of miles away in 
Zhoushan and Hangzhou to conduct 
the examination and find out about 
his symptoms.

The adoption of digital tools is part 
of the latest efforts by China to pro­
mote the sound development of tlie 
medical system in its rural areas.

The general offices of the Commu­
nist Party of China Central Commit­
tee and the State Council recently 
released a circular detailing their 
goals of balancing the layout of medi­
cal institutions, improving infrastruc­
ture, and developing well-rounded 
teams of health professionals in rural 
areas by 2025.

Official data shows that there were 
about 17,000 county-level hospitals, 
35,000 township clinics and nearly 
600,000 village clinics across China’s 
vast countryside at the end of2021.

Qin Jiangmei, a researcher from 
the China National Health Develop­
ment Research Center, said that the 
average life expectancy' for rural resi­
dents has increased from 74.1 years in 
2010 to 76.8 in 2020. Between 2009 
and 2021, the rural mortality rates for 
infants, children under five and tlie 
maternal mortality rate—all key indi­
cators of a region’s level of health ser­
vice — have all dropped by over 50 
percentage points.

“More than 85 percent of rural resi­
dents are now able to reach the near­
est medical service provider within 15 
minutes,” she said, adding that basic 
medical insurance now covers over 95 
percent of rural residents.

However, given the country’s rapid­
ly aging population, and the growing 
burdens of chronic illness and the 
increasing health demands of the 
countryside, the gap between urban 
and rural medical services has 
become more noticeable in recent 

years.
Qin said that a lack of medical pro­

fessionals is badly hampering the 
advancement of healthcare services 
in rural areas. “The academic creden­
tials of rural medical workers are rela­
tively low, and there is a shortage of 
well-trained general practitioners,” 
she said. “Rural doctors are in short 
supply, they are aging, and they are 
not as highly trained.”

Qin said that the lackluster medical 
service in rural areas is being mani­
fested in the decreasing numbers of 
visits to township or tallage clinics 
among total hospital visits nation­
wide in recent years.

Data shows that visits to rural med­
ical facilities accounted for 44.3 per­

China plans to institutionalize 
sending rural doctors to isolated 
and remote areas on a regular basis 
by 2025, as part of efforts to 
address the shortage of medical 
workers in the most undeveloped 
areas of its countryside, according 
to a recent circular.

For villages with small popula­
tions where recruiting a rural doc­
tor is not viable due to limited 
demand, as well as for relocated 
communities that do not yet have 
their own medical facilities, local 
health authorities are to arrange for 
township-level health centers to set

could reemerge...and so we have 
introduced these new measures to 
allocate quality medical services to 
the grassroots level, and increase the 
access of rural people to convenient 
and affordable healthcare services,” it 
said.

Dai Jianjun, president of the Peo­
ple’s Hospital of Jinxiang County in 
Jining, Shandong province, told Chi­
na Central Television that the hospi­
tal has opened outposts at 14 
township-level clinics and communi­
ty service centers in Jinxiang county, 
and regularly dispatches 56 special­
ists to see patients, visit wards and 
train rural doctors.

Zhang Xiaojuan, a doctor from

New energy vehicle 
sales boom in QI

More than 1.58 million new 
energy vehicles were sold on 
the domestic market in the 
first quarter of this year, a 26 
percent year-on-year increase, 
according to a spokeswoman 
for the Ministry of Commerce. 

NEVs have played a key role 
in boosting automobile sales in 
recent years, Shu Jueting told a 
news conference in late April.

Since China lifted the foreign 
ownership cap in the NEV man­
ufacturing sector in 2018, for­
eign investment in actual use 
has increased by 15.69 billion 
yuan ($2.27 billion), Shu said.

up a medical services circuit, and 
for county-level health institutions 
to offer technical support.

The circuit team should com­
prise clinical physicians, TCM doc­
tors, nurses, public health 
specialists and support staff. They 
should offer their services at least 
twice a week, with each round last­
ing no less than half a day, accord­
ing to the circular.

The circular was released by the 
National Health Commission in 
March, in conjunction with the 
National Administration of Tradi­
tional Chinese Medicine and the 
National Administration of Dis­
ease Prevention and Control.
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Remote diagnosis 
and telemedicine 
among tools used 
to bring top-notch 
healthcare to 
remote areas
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to encourage more medical profes­
sionals to work in the countryside.

It suggested that local authori­
ties raise subsidies and arrange 
accommodation for rural health 
workers in far-flung and impover­
ished areas, especially in less devel­
oped middle and western 
provinces and also requested that 
local governments increase the 
pensions of rural doctors currently 
aged 60 or above.

Mou Shanyong, deputy' director 
of the Shandong Health Commis­
sion said last month that the prov­
ince has designated 407 hospitals to 
serve as training centers for grass­
roots medical workers to make it 
simpler for them to improve their 
medical skills.

Ministry touts events 
to promote heritage

The Ministry of Culture and 
Tourism has decided to launch 
a series of events to promote 
intangible cultural heritage to 
mark Cultural and Natural 
Heritage Day, which falls on 
June 10 this year.

Key events include National 
Quyi Week, which will be held 
in Wuhan, Hubei province. 
Quyi, a traditional Chinese 
spoken and sung art form, will 
be performed to promote 
exchange between different 
types of quyi and showcase 
achievements in preserving 
the tradition, the ministry said 
in a notice released on Friday. 

It will also support organi­
zations holding events to com­
memorate the 20th 
anniversary of the Convention 
for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage, 
including concerts featuring 
the guqin, a traditional string 
instrument, and performances 
of Kunqu opera.

An online exhibition of pho­
tos and videos will also be held 
to showcase intangible cultur­
al resources and increase pub­
lic awareness of their 
protection.

Guideline aims to 
improve foreign trade

The General Office of the 
State Council has released a 
guideline on strengthening 
international trade efforts.

According to the document 
released in late April, all 
in-person trade exhibitions 
and fairs in the country should 
resume. Local governments, 
institutions to promote for­
eign trade, chambers of com­
merce and associated groups 
should also make more effort 
to support foreign trade com­
panies in attending trade 
events abroad.

Authorities should facilitate 
cross-border business travel, 
including by speeding up the 
issue of APEC Business Travel 
Cards and restoring interna­
tional passenger flights as soon 
as possible, according to the 
guideline.

Chinese embassies and con­
sulates, as well as overseas offi­
ces of trade promotion 
institutions, should create 
more opportunities and servi­
ces for foreign trade companies. 

The general office urged 
authorities to stabilize exports 
to developed economies and 
help domestic companies 
expand markets in developing 
countries and regions such as 
Southeast Asia.

Authorities should also 
work to improve the import 
and export of key products 
and increase fiscal and finan­
cial support for foreign trade 
companies.
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significance of Victory Day for 
everyone involved in the victory 
over fascism.

Meanwhile, Ukraine and the 
European Union were marking 
Europe Day, a celebration of “peace 
and unity,” together.

European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen, the head of 
the EU’s executive branch, made a 
special trip to Kyiv on Thesday to 
meet Ukrainian President Volody­
myr Zelensky.

More than a year into the conflict 
with Russia, Ukraine wants to badly 
join the bloc as an essential part to 
anchor its future in the Western 
world. “Europe Day,” when the 27 
current members celebrate their 
bond as one, also shows how far 
that moment is still off.

Zelensky highlighted the need for 
faster deliveries of artillery shells 
from the European Union during 
die meeting.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said peace negotiations 
to end the conflict in Ukraine were 
“not possible at this moment,” in 
an interview published by Spanish 
daily El Pais on Tuesday.

Guterres said he hoped it was 
possible “in the future” to bring 
Russia and Ukraine to the negotiat­
ing table.

By REN QI in Moscow

renqifa chinadaily.com.cn

power lines and water pipes.
The United Nations ranks Iraq 

as one of the world’s five countries 
most impacted by effects of cli­
mate change.

The economy is driven by oil 
exports, but die second-biggest 
sector is agriculture, which makes 
up 5 percent of GDP and employs 
20 percent of the workforce.

Water scarcity is extreme in the 
country of 42 million that endures 
blistering summer heat and regu­
lar dust storms, the shortfall wor­
sened by upstream river dams in 
'hirkiye and Iran.

ANKARA, Turkiye — For Nidal 
Jumaa, a Syrian from Aleppo, life in 
Turkiye is tough. He works part time 
at a furniture workshop and collects 
plastics and cardboard from trash 
cans that he sells for recycling, but 
he can hardly afford die rent for a 
run-down house in a low-income 
neighborhood of Ankara.

Despite the hardship, the 31-year- 
old would prefer to remain in Turki- 
ye than return to Syria where he no 
longer has a house or a job. Most of 
all, he worries that his 2-year-old son, 
Hikmat, who requires regular medi­
cal supervision following two surger­
ies, would not be able to receive the 
treatment he needs back home.

‘Where would we go in Syria?” 
Jumaa said. “Everywhere is destroyed
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Tel 713-595-7660

because of die wait We can’t go back.” 
Syrians fleeing the civil war — 

now into its 12th year — were once 
welcomed in TUrkiye because of 
compassion, making the country 
home to the world’s largest refugee 
community. But as their numbers 
grew — and as die country began to 
grapple with a battered economy, 
including skyrocketing food and 
housing prices — so did calls for 
their return. A shortage of housing 
and shelters following devastating 
earthquakes in February revived 
calls for the return of Syrians, who 
number at least 3.7 million.

The repatriation of Syrians and otii- 
er migrants has become a top theme 
in Sunday’s presidential and parlia­
mentary elections when the country

nesia’s support for the country’s bid 
to join the regional bloc.

The association agreed in princi­
ple to admit Timor-Leste as its 11th 
member in November 2022.

Before the closed-door meeting 
began, Marsudi stressed ASEAN is 
currently at a crossroads, with mul­
tiple challenges including food and 
energy crises and global economic 
slowdown testing its strength as a 
community.

She urged actions against trans­
national crimes ranging from ter­
rorism and money laundering to 
drugs and human trafficking, which 
she said not only threaten peace, 
stability and prosperity in the 
region but also hinder the process of 
community development.

The world is at a key turning 
point and “a real war” has been 
unleashed against Russia by the 
West’s “untamed ambitions”, Rus­
sian President Vladimir Putin said 
at a parade marking the anniver­
sary of victory over Nazi Germany 
in World War II on Tuesday. 

“Today, civilization is again at a 
decisive turning point A real war 
has been unleashed against our 
homeland. We have repulsed inter­
national terrorism, we will protect 
the inhabitants of Donbas, we will 
ensure our security” Putin said at 
the parade held to commemorate 
the 78th anniversary of the Soviet 
Union’s victory over Nazi Germany 
in the 1941-1945 Great Patriotic War 
on Moscow’s Red Square.

Putin said Russia honors the 
sacrifice of the allied armies of the 
United States, the United Kingdom 
and China in World War II. 

“I am convinced that the experi­
ence of solidarity and partnership 
in the days of the straggle against 
a common threat is our heritage 
and a reliable base of support in 
our movement toward a multipolar 
world based on trust and indivisible 
security, equal opportunities for 
unique and free development for 
all nations in the world,” Putin said.

Indonesia will fully support Tim­
or-Leste’s membership in the Asso­
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations 
and has committed to investing in 
the country, a senior official said on 
Tuesday.

Foreign ministers of Brunei, Cam­
bodia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippi­
nes, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam attended the meeting 
chaired by Indonesian Foreign Min-

Thousands of citizens in the capi­
tal lined the streets holding photos 
of their grandparents who died in 
World War II. Apart from Moscow, 
St. Petersburg, Kazakh, Novosibirsk 
and some other cities also held the 
parade to mark Victory' Day.

The parade in Moscow began 
with the march of the Honor 
Guard’s banner group carrying the 
Russian national flag and the leg­
endary Victory' Banner across Red 
Square. The Victory Banner was 
hoisted over the Reichstag by sol­
diers of the Soviet 150th Idritskaya 
Rifle Division in May 1945.

In a 10-minute speech on Red 
Square, Putin said “Western global­
ist elites” were sowing Russophobia 
and aggressive nationalism, while 
the Ukrainian people had become 
“hostages to a state coup” and to the 
ambitions of the West.

This year, Russia’s Victory Day 
Parade on Moscow’s Red Square 
involved over 8,000 troops, includ­
ing 530 fighters of the special mili­
tary operation in Ukraine, and 125 
items of military hardware.

The parade was held following an 
alleged drone attack on the Krem­
lin less than a week ago. Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said 
the Russian government has been 
taking every possible measure to 
ensure security during the parade. 

He highlighted the special

SINGAPORE — Asia’s rice output 
is set to climb this year as higher pri­
ces spur fanners to expand acreage 
and use more fertilizer, easing supply 
concerns after production suffered its 
first decline in seven years last year.

Production from recently har­
vested off-season rice crops in India 
and Thailand, the world’s top two 
exporters, has exceeded last year’s 
levels, and farmers are gearing up 
for main crops to be planted in com­
ing months, with prices hovering 
near two-year highs.

Major Northern Hemisphere pro­
ducers, including India, Pakistan 
and Thailand, will start planting 
their main crops this month and 
next, said Shirley Mustafa, an econ­
omist at the United Nations’ Food 
and Agriculture Organization.

By PRIME SARMIENTO 
in Hong Kong 
and LEONARDUS JEGHO
in Labuan Bajo, Indonesia

schools, hospitals and other ameni­
ties in Syria and encourage Turkish 
entrepreneurs to open factories and 
businesses to create employment. 

“How long must we carry this 
heavy load?” Kilicdaroglu said last 
month. “We want peace in Syria. We 
want our Syrian brothers and sisters 
who took refuge in our country to 
live in peace in their own country:’

In Ankara’s impoverished Ismet- 
pasa neighborhood, plastic sheets 
partially cover the roof to keep the 
rain out of the house where Jumaa, 
his wife Jawahir and their four chil­
dren live. The family lias no furni­
ture and they sleep on mats they 
throw around a coal heater.

Asked about the anti-migrant 
sentiment and calls for the repatria-

a

Two men sit next to an abandoned home in Al-Bouzayad village
in Iraq's Diwaniya Province on April 17. hayder indhar /afp
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will decide whether to give incum­
bent President Recep 'fayyip Erdogan 
a new mandate to rule or bring an 
opposition candidate to power.

All three presidential hopefuls 
running against Erdogan have 
promised to send refugees back. 
Erdogan himself lias not mentioned 
the migration issue on the cam­
paign trail. However, faced with a 
wave of backlash against refugees, 
his government has been seeking 
ways to resettle Syrians back home. 

Kemal Kilicdaroglu, the joint can­
didate of an alliance of opposition 
parties that includes nationalists, 
said he plans to repatriate Syrians 
on a voluntary basis within two 
years. If elected, he would seek Euro­
pean Union funds to build homes,

'Jv/rlf

ister Retno Marsudi in the final 
preparations for the two-day sum­
mit of the ASEAN leaders.

Marsudi said Indonesian Presi­
dent Joko Widodo welcomed Tim­
or-Leste’s Prime Minister Taur 
Matan Ruak to the ASEAN summit 
for the first time.

Marsudi said in the briefing that 
Widodo stressed the importance of 
economic cooperation betweenTim- 
or-Leste and Indonesia. Widodo said 
the two sides need to create a bilater­
al investment treaty and to complete 
negotiations on land borders.

Timor-Leste’s Ruak thanked Indo-

KARBALA, Iraq — Haydar 
Mohamed once grew wheat and 
barley, but Iraq’s relentless 
drought has forced him off the 
land and into the city where he 
now works in construction and 
drives a taxi.

“The transition is difficult,” said 
Mohamed, 42, who abandoned vil­
lage life several years ago for a 
shantytown in the central city of 
Karbala.

He is part of a growing wave of 
climate migrants in Iraq, a country 
that is on the front lines of the 
global warming crisis.

Years of water scarcity left him 
no choice but to move, said the 
father of five.

“If you don’t work, you don’t eat.” 
Until 2017, Mohamed, like his 

father before him, worked farm­
land in the remote village of 
Al-Khenejar in Iraq’s southern 
Diwaniya Province.

In a good year, they would har­
vest 40 or 50 metric tons of grain, 
but “water shortages have 
impacted farmland and live­
stock” he said.

“In our region, there is no work. 
I have children in school, which 
involves expenses. We needed a 
livelihood.”

He now earns about $15 a day 
on construction sites in the holy 
Shiite city and works shifts as a 
taxi driver to supplement his 
income.

Near his home, cows graze on 
rubbish strewn across the dusty 
ground and gray cinder-blo ck build­
ings line the bumpy alleys, connect­
ed for free by the municipality to 

Higher production
A greater area will be planted with 

rice “in response to increase in rice 
prices, and greater access to fertiliz­
ers could sustain an output expan­
sion from these crops” Mustafa said. 

Production from winter-sown 
rice in India rose to 22.8 million 
metric tons from 18.5 million tons a 
year ago as above-average rainfall in 
September-October allowed farm­
ers to expand the cultivation land.

In Thailand, output from this 
year’s off-season crop is expected to 
rise to 5.1 million tons, up 24 percent 
from a year ago, the FAO said.

Globally, the area under rice culti­
vation is forecast to climb to 165.70 
million hectares in 2023-24, from 
163.74 million hectares, the Interna­
tional Grains Council said. World 
production is projected to climb to 
521.49 million tons, up from 509.30 
million tons.

“Prices are higher, and we are 
expecting that to encourage plant­
ings for the 2023-24 crop, particular­
ly in the major exporters,” said Peter 
Clubb, a market analyst at the IGC.

Rice producers, encouraged by 
higher grain prices and lower costs 
of crop nutrients, are also expected 
to use more fertilizer to boost yields. 

Prices of fertilizers fell in the Jan- 
uary-to-March quarter as supply 
from Belarus, the third-largest pot­
ash exporter, resumed and costs of 
key inputs, including nitrogen, fell 
from 2022 highs.

Russian President Vladimir Putin gives a speech during the Victory Day military parade at Red Square
in Moscow on Tuesday, gavriil grigorov / sputnik / afp

The summit, under Indonesia’s 
ASEAN chairmanship this year, is 
themed “ASEAN Matters: Epicen­
trum of Growth”. Indonesia has 
expressed hopes that the bloc will 
remain a center of regional and 
global growth, laying focus on 
efforts to make ASEAN a fast-grow­
ing, inclusive and sustainable eco­
nomic region in the long term.

Among the issues top on the agen­
da are ASEAN centrality, financial 
stability and green growth.

Indonesia, this year’s rotating 
chair of the Leaders of the Associa­
tion of Southeast Asian Nations, is 
hosting the first of the biannual 
summit at Labuan Bajo in the Nusa 
Tenggara region.

Marsudi said Widodo has likewise
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Acute water shortages
The UN says nearly one in five 

people live in an area hit by water 
shortages, while state authorities 
have been forced to limit areas 
designated for cultivation.

In central and southern Iraq, 
12,212 families were still displaced 
due to drought conditions in 
March, according to the Interna­
tional Organization for Migration. 

Across Diwaniya Province, 120 
villages now rely on tracked water 
deliveries, up from 75 last summer, 
said the provincial governor Mait- 
ham al-Chahd.

“Thousands of hectares have 
been abandoned,” he said.

Rural migrants faced unem­
ployment in the cities, where there 
are not enough job opportunities 
for all the newcomers, he said. 

“Public services cannot meet 
the needs of growing city popula­
tions.”
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Drought drives Iraq’s 
climate migrants to cities

Electricite du Laos, procurement of 
airplanes from Indonesia’s Dirganta- 
ra Indonesia for the Lao Air Force, 
and procurement of trains from Indo­
nesia’s Industri Kereta Api for the Pet­
rotrade Lao Public Company.

Earlier this year, various ministe- 
metwith other ASEAN leaders. Wid- rial meetings were held on topics 
odo and Vietnamese Prime Minister around the theme of this year’s 
Pham Minh Chinh’s meeting focused ASEAN summit.
on efforts to boost bilateral trade to At the end of March, the meeting
reach $15 billion by 2028. Both sides of finance ministers and central 
agreed to sign a bilateral investment bank governors agreed to reinforce 
treaty, cooperate in the renewable the use of local currencies in the 
energy sector and sign a pact on the region and reduce reliance on major 
marine and fisheries industry. international currencies in an effort

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar to ensure financial stability and 
Ibrahim has again invited Widodo to avoid spillovers such as high infla- 
visit his country. Widodo said they tion from global crises, 
need to discuss the importance of the
sea and land borders between the two Xinhua contributed to this story. 
countries and the protection of Indo­
nesian migrant workers in Malaysia.

Widodo and Lao President Thon- journalist for China Daily. 
gloun Sisoulith discussed cooperation
between Indonesia’s power company Contact the writers at 
Perusahaan Listrik Negara and Laos’ prime@chinadailyapac.com.

as planting 
expanded
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Foreign ministers meet in preparations 
for summit eyeing sustainable growth
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Peace efforts falter

while US sends more

military aid to Ukraine

Cities at southern border prepare for migrant surge

Agencies contributed to this story.

Survey: 1 in 5 Asian Americans hide cultural identity

Agencies contributed to this story.
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By HENG WEILI in New York 

hengaxili@chinadailyusa.com

By MAY ZHOU in Houston 

mayzhou@chinadailyusa.com

is more likely to be the “extra effort 
sometimes needed to explain aspects 
of their heritage to non-Asians’! They 
also cited fear's of prejudice or situ­
ations that would make them feel 
uncomfortable.

The Pew survey was released 
during Asian American and Pacific 
Islander Heritage Month, a celebra­
tion to recognize the contributions 
and influence of the AAPI communi­
ty to the history, culture and achieve­
ments of the US.

Asian Americans comprise 7 per­
cent of the US population, according 
to data from Pew. And nearly all, 
or 90 percent of Asians in the US 
say that they have many different 
cultures.

Immigrants make up about 54 per­
cent of the Asian population in the 
US. Chinese, Filipino, Indian, Japa­
nese, Korean and Vietnamese people 
together account for 79 percent of all 
Asian Americans.

By Al HEPING in New York 

aiheping@chinadailyusa.com

Trump was ordered to pay her $5 
million in damages.

“I filed this lawsuit against Donald 
TYump to clear my name and to get my 
life back,” Carroll said in a statement 
‘Today, the world finally knows tire 
truth. This victory is not just for me 
but for every woman who lias suffered 
because she was not believed.”

It marked the first time that TYump, 
76, who has faced years of allegations 
that he engaged in sexual misconduct 
with women, lias had to answer such 
a claim at trial.

Thump has insisted he never sexual­
ly assaulted Carroll or even knew her. 

The jury heard from Carroll, who 
fonnerly was a longtime Elie magazine 
columnist and at one time a writer 
for Saturday Night Live, over three 
days, two other women who accused 
Tump of sexually attacking them and 
two friends whom Carroll confided in 
about the alleged attack.

Trump didn’t appear or testify in 
court during the three-week civil trial. 
He was under no obligation to do

he said celebrities can grab women 
between the legs without asking.

Kaplan said much of what Thump 
said in his deposition and in public 
statements “actually supports our side 
of the case”

Thump’s lawyer argued that his cli­
ent was never even in the Bergdorf 
Goodman dressing room where Car- 
roll said he attacked that evening. Car­
roll and the witnesses she called to cor­
roborate her account had simply made 
up the story, Tacopina argued, and so 
had the two witnesses at the trial who 
said under oath that they, too, had 
been sexually attacked by Thump.

Kaplan compared the way her cli­
ent had appeared during die trial — a 
“courageous” woman who answered 
questions “calmly and patientiy” to 
Trump’s comments in a videotaped 
deposition shown to the jury.

In it, Trump had said he couldn’t 
have raped Carroll because she was 
not his “type”

A jury in Manhattan on Tuesday 
found former US president Donald 
Trump sexually abused a writer in 
a 1996 attack in a dressing room of 
a department store but rejected her 
claim that Thump raped her.

After a little under three hours of 
deliberation, the jury of six men and 
three women in the civil case found 
it more likely than not that Trump 
sexually abused E. Jean Carroll in a 
dressing room of the Bergdorf Good­
man store on Fifth Avenue in Man­
hattan, across from the Trump Tower 
building, and that she was injured as 
a result.

Jurors also found that Trump 
defamed Carroll in comments he 
made denying her allegations, which 
she first made publicly in 2019. In a 
posted a statement on his Thuth Social 
website in October 2022, Thump called 
her case “a complete con job” and “a 
Hoax and a lie”

By MINLU ZHANG in New York 

minluzhang@chinadailyusa.com

Young Asian Americans are more 
likely to hide some aspects of their 
culture or heritage such as food, cul­
tural practices, clothing or religious 
practices, than older Asians are, the 
survey found.

Thirty-nine percent of Asian Amer­
icans age 18 to 29 said that they have 
done so, compared with 12 percent 
among those ages 50 to 64, and 5 
percent of those 65 and older.

When asked why they have hidden 
aspects of their culture, Asian adults 
born in the US cited reasons such as 
a “lack of understanding” and “fear of 
discrimination’:

Those two responses highlight 
the challenges faced by US-born 
Asians, who often must “deal with 
non-Asians having a general lack of 
knowledge of their heritage” or “avoid 
negative experiences such as bullying, 
teasing, or mockery’; the report said. 

R>r foreign-bom Asians, the reason 
for hiding aspects of their culture

About 1 in 5 Asian Americans say 
they have hidden some aspects of 
their culture from people who aren’t 
Asian, for several reasons, from 
potential discrimination to “fear of 
being embarrassed” to wanting to 
avoid awkwarcl questions or having 
to explain themselves.

And about 30 percent of Asians 
born in the US say they have hidden 
their culture, compared with 15 per­
cent of Asian immigrants.

Those are some of the key find­
ings of a new Pew Research Center 
report released Monday. The survey 
is based on a sample of 7,006 adults 
in the United States who identify as 
Asian, either alone or in combination 
with other races or Hispanic ethnic­
ity. Respondents were intertdewed 
between July 5,2022, and Jan 27 of 
this year.

It also declared a state of emergency 
due to the current and anticipated 
influx of migrants.

According to Homeland Security, 
the US-Mexico border crossings have 
reached more than 8,000 in recent 
days. That number is expected to 
reach around 10,000 after Title 42 is 
lifted, reported CNN.

The federal government estimated 
that more than 150,000 migrants 
were waiting in northern Mexico 
states last weekend. That includes 
60,000 in the Mexican state of Chi­
huahua, 35,000 in the state of Tam­
aulipas, and 25,000 in the state of 
Coahuila, according to CNN.

With Title 42 ending, the US will 
deport migrants under Title 8, and 
migrants entering illegally are not eli­
gible for asylum and could be barred 
from entering the US for at least five 
years or face criminal charges if they 
get caught crossing illegally again.

However, processing time under 
Title 8 would take longer, which could 
further strain border resources.

Beyond the southern border, some 
northern US cities are preparing to 
deal with the anticipated surge as 
buses with migrants started to arrive 
in New York City last week again after 
a halt for a few months, The Wall 
Street Journal reported.

THIS VERDICT IS A DISGRACE - A 
CONTINUATION OF THE GREAT­
EST WITCH HUNT OF ALL TIME!” 

Carroll, 79, smiled as the verdict 
from the jury was announced. She 
left the courthouse and walked past

The Asian community is deal­
ing with a surge in hate crimes and 
attacks. Nearly 3 out of 4 Chinese 
Americans reported experiencing 
racial discrimination within the past 
year, according to a recent study by 
Columbia University and the Com­
mittee of 100.

That figure has further led to most 
Asian Americans not feeling safe in 
the US. The Social Tracking of Asian 
Americans in the US this year reveals 
that half of them feel unsafe due to 
their race or ethnicity.

Asians are also the least likely to feel 
they belong and are accepted in the 
US. A survey conducted by the Asian 
American Foundation and the orga­
nization Leading Asian Americans 
to Unite for Change found that 22 
percent of Asian Americans said they 
feel accepted by the US, compared 
with 57 percent of white respondents, 
25 percent of Hispanic people and 24 
percent of black people.

either. Instead, recordings of his depo­
sition in the case were played in court 

TYump wrote on his social media 
platform after the verdict was 
announced: “I HAVE ABSOLUTELY 
NO IDEA WHO THIS WOMAN IS.

While China and Brazil have 
offered to mediate a cease-fire in the 
Russia-Ukraine military conflict, the 
flow of Western arms to Ukraine con­
tinued on Tuesday.

The United States announced a 
new $1.2 billion military aid pack­
age for Ukraine that will include air 
defense systems, ammunition and 
funds for training, the Pentagon said. 

Antonio Guterres, the secretary­
general of the United Nations, 
expressed skepticism Tliesday over 
efforts to halt the conflict, which 
started in February 2022.

“Peace negotiations are not possi­
ble at this time,” Guterres told Spain’s 
El Pais newspaper in an interview, 
adding that the efforts were “doomed 
to foil”

“I already said that peace nego­
tiations at this time are not going 
to happen. I hope in the future, yes. 
There was talk of a Russian offensive 
in the winter and a Ukrainian one in 
the spring. It is evident that the par­
ties are fully involved into the war,” 
Guterres said.

China unveiled a 12-point peace 
road map earlier this year to halt 
the hostilities. The initiative got a 
positive response in Moscow, with 
Russia’s top leadership signaling a 
willingness to discuss it

However, the proposal was reject­
ed by Kyiv and its Western allies, who 
accused Beijing of siding with Russia 
and therefore having no standing in 
peace talks.

In late April, Brazilian President 
Lula da Silva said: “There is no use 
now' in saying who is right, who is 
wrong. What we have to do now is 
stop the war.”

Meanwhile, in Moscow on Tuesday, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said that Western “arrogance” is driv­
ing a “real war” against Russia, and 
the West’s “superiority ideology is, 
by definition, repulsive, deadly, and 
criminal”

Putin, who made the comments 
Tuesday during a Victory Day parade 
in Moscow’s Red Square, said West­
ern leaders “still talk about their 
exclusivity, put people against each 
other and divide society, provoke 
bloody conflicts and coups, sow 
hatred, Russophobia, aggressive 
nationalism, destroy those family, 
traditional values that make humans 
human”

Victory Day marks the anniversary 
of Germany’s unconditional surren­
der in World War II on the night of 
May8,1945.

The Ukraine Security Assistance 
Initiative (USAI) funds from Wash­
ington wall be used to purchase the 
weapons, allowing US President 
Joe Biden’s administration to buy 
arms from industry instead of pull­
ing them from US stocks. Delivery of 
the weapons and systems depends 
on their availability and production 
timeline.

The Pentagon said it will fund air­
defense munitions and drones for 

More than 150,000 migrants are 
waiting in northern Mexico states 
to cross the US border once the 
pandemic-era Title 42 policy ends 
Thursday, according to the federal 
government

Enacted by then-President Donald 
TYump, the policy allowed border 
officials to immediately turn aw'ay 
illegal migrants at the border.

Now governments at federal, state 
and city levels are scrambling to 
prepare for the anticipated surge of 
migrants once the policy expires.

Texas Governor Greg Abbott 
announced Monday that he is deploy­
ing 450 National Guard troops to the 
southern border in anticipation of a 
surge of migrants.

Called the Texas Tactical Border 
Force, they wall be deployed to El Paso 
and the Rio Grande Valley by Tues­
day, Abbott said.

Last week, the Biden administra­
tion announced a plan to deploy 
1,500 active-duty military members 
to the southern bonder this week, at 
the request of the Homeland Security 
Department

R>r 9 0 days, military personnel will 
perform administrative duties and

free up border patrol personnel to 
work in the field.

“Military personnel will not direct­
ly participate in law enforcement 
activities. This deployment to the 
border is consistent with other forms 
of military support to DHS over many 
years,” Pentagon press secretary Pat 
Ryder said in a statement.

In El Paso, a major border city in 
Texas, Mayor Oscar Leeser declared 
a state of emergency beginning May 1. 

When the announcement was 
made, there were already more than 
2,000 migrants sleeping on sidewalks 
near shelters in El Riso. Unconfirmed 
reports estimated that up to 35,000 
asylum seekers are waiting in Juarez, 
Mexico, which is connected to El Riso 
by a bridge, to cross the United States 
border when Title 42 expires, report­
ed the El Paso Times.

Leeser said that the emergency' 
declaration allows the city to open 
temporary shelters to the anticipated 
influx of migrants.

In Brownsville, another major 
border city in Texas, roughly 2,500 
migrants have crossed through the 
river daily into the city in the past 
few days, according to The Associ­
ated Press.

However, the city has the capacity 
to process only 1,000 migrants a day.

microphones and reporters who had 
gathered outside. Accompanied by her 
lawyer Roberta Kaplan, she entered a 
car and left the area.

Trump attorney Joe Tacopina con­
gratulated and hugged Kaplan and 
shook Carroll’s hand.

Carroll testified that she had a 
chance encounter with Trump at the 
Bergdorf Goodman store. She said 
it was a lighthearted interaction in 
which they' teased each other about 
trying on a piece of lingerie before 
TYump became violent inside a dress­
ing room.

Tacopina told the jury in closing 
arguments Monday' that Carroll’s 
account was too farfetched to be 
believed. He said she made it up to 
fuel sales of a 2019 memoir in which 
she first publicly revealed her claims 
and to disparage TYump for political 

reasons.
Carroll’s attorney Kaplan cited 

excerpts from TYump’s October depo­
sition and his comments on a 2005 
Access Hollywood video in which

US border patrol 
officers organize a 
group of famities 
between primary and 
secondary border 
fences as the United 
States prepares 
to lift CO VID-19 
era Title 42 restrictions 
that have prohibited 
migrants at the US- 
Mexico border from 
seeking asylum since 
2020, near San Diego 
on Tuesday. 
MIKE BLAKE/REUTERS

air defense and provide equipment 
to help modify Western air-defense 
launchers, missiles and radars so they 
can be used with Ukraine’s systems. 
It will also buy artillery rounds, how­
itzer ammunition, satellite imagery 
assistance and funding for ongoing 
maintenance and spare parts for a 
variety of systems.

US officials said the weapons 
include HAWK air-defense systems. 
They spoke on condition of anonym­
ity because that has not yet been for­
mally' announced.

So far in fiscal 2023, the US Depart­
ment of Defense has provided $5 bil­
lion in military aid to Ukraine under 
tlie USAI in four separate tranches. In 
fiscal 2022, the US spent $6.3 billion 
worth in USAI funds for Ukraine’s 
defense.

The US has also rushed more 
than $35 billion worth of weapons 
to Ukraine using presidential draw­
down authority, which authorizes 
the president to transfer articles and 
services from US stocks without 
congressional approval during an 

emergency.
Tuesday’s military aid announce­

ment came as Congress and the 
White House debated ways to avoid 
a default on the nation’s $31.4 tril­
lion debt, with many Republicans 
demanding sharp cuts in domestic 
spending in exchange for increasing 
the debt ceiling.

Members of both parties, however, 
maintain that they suppoit contin­
ued aid for Ukraine including top 
Republicans House Speaker' Kevin 
McCarthy and Mitch McConnell, the 
top Republican in the Senate.

Including Tuesday’s package, the 
US has provided Ukraine nearly 
$37 billion in military aid since the 
start of the conflict. Ukraine says it is 
preparing to launch a spring offen­
sive against Russian forces, with air 
defense a challenge for Kyiv.

The announcement of the latest 
aid package sparked criticism on 
social media, with some questioning 
the continued aid to Ukraine while 
Title 42, a pandemic-era restriction 
on migration to the US, is set to 
expire Thursday.

“Today the US approved another $1 
Billion plus in aid to a foreign nation 
thousands of miles away' to help 
secure their border,” tweeted “Alejan­
dro Miguelsky” ‘Tn 2 days the US will 
begin to lose whatever border we still 
have allowing Millions to pour in.”

Eddie Tarazona, an Army veteran, 
wrote on Twitter: “The US is set to 
announce a $1.2b aid package to @ 
Ukraine... Not for our Southern Bor­
der, not for our Veterans and TYoops, 
not for our decaying infrastructure 
but for a proxy war we’re fighting 
against @Russia. This must end.”

Twitter user “Working Dawg” 
in South Carolina, in a message to 
Republican US Senator Lindsey Gra­
ham of South Carolina, wrote:
LindseyGrahamSC STOP sending my 
hard earned money to Ukraine’s win­
less war. Protect OUR border.”

New York started sheltering 
migrants in the gym of the former 
police academy in Manhattan on May 
4. Mayor Eric Adams announced the 
next day that the city will send willing 
migrants to other neighboring New 
York communities, including Orange 
and Rockland counties, just north of 
the city.

Both counties have resisted and 
declared a state of emergency follow­
ing Adams’ announcement. The state 
of emergency in Rockland prohibits 
other municipalities from sending 
migrants there.

New York is anticipating 800 
migrants will arrive in the city daily 
after Title 42 ends. CNN reported that 
an internal city memo indicated that 
the city is looking at possible solu­
tions, which include tents in Central 
Park.

In Chicago, where about 8,100 
migrants have been sent by border 
states, there lias been such a short­
age of shelter that Chicago Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot sent an open letter to 
Abbott imploring him not to resume 
sending buses with migrants.

Abbott suggested that Lightfoot 
ask President Joe Biden to control 
the border.

E. Jean Carroll exits the federal courthouse in Manhattan following the 
verdict in the civil rape accusation case against former US president 
Donald Trump, in New York City on Tuesday. Andrew kell/ Reuters
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exported 994,000 vehicles, up 70.6 
percent year-on-year, with Belgium, 
Mexico and Saudi Arabia top desti­
nations, said the China Association 
of Automobile Manufacturers.

China’s vehicle exports have been 
on the rise for years, with shipments 
reaching 3.11 million units last year 
to overtake Germany as the world’s 
No 2 vehicle exporter, behind only 
Japan, said the General Administra­
tion of Customs.

Cui Dongshu, secretary-general of 
the China Passenger Car Association, 
said prospects for China’s exports are 
bright, especially for its new energy 
vehicles, thanks to the nation’s lead­
ing position in the segment 

The CPCA said 300,000 passen-

By SHI JING in Shanghai 
shijing@chinadaily.com.cn

Yang Jinghao, chief economist at 
Concat Data Technology (Hang­
zhou) Co, said die NDRC’s move to 
spur car consumption, particularly 
the promotion of NEVs in rural are­
as, will boost rural consumption 
and thus offer more opportunities 
for NEV-related companies.

According to GF, its Shenyang 
new casting solutions factory is 
well-equipped to produce compli­
cated, large automotive structural 
parts like large body parts for NEVs 
and instrament panel beams. The 
Yangzhou factory is die largest and 
most efficient GF Piping Systems 
factory in Asia, which can serve 
customers in relatively new sectors 
like microelectronics, water treat­
ment, chemicals, marine, construc­
tion and data centers.

ger vehicles, including knock-down 
kits, were exported in April from 
China, up 227 percent year-on-year, 
of which NEVs accounted for rough­
ly 30 percent.

Total passenger car exports totaled 
1.08 million units from January to 
April, up 115 percent year-on-year.

Great Wall Motors, China’s largest 
SUV and pickup truck maker, saw its 
overseas sales reach 21,814 units in 
April, up 182.09 percent year-on- 
year, accounting for 23.43 percent of 
its total deliveries for the month.

The Hebei province-based auto­
maker said it inked cooperation 
deals witii dealerships from dozens 
of countries at the Shanghai auto 
show held in April, which further

By MA SI
masi@chinadaily.com.cn

By LI FUSHENG
lijusheng@chinadaily.com.cn

opment. “The share of new electric 
vehicles in total car sales in China 
is impressive. I tiiink it’s not a 
secret that today one of the best 
technologies in terms of batteries 
is coming out of China.”

Data from the China Passenger 
Car Association showed that in 
March, new energy vehicle sales 
reached 653,000 units, up nearly 35 
percent year-on-year. The CPCA 
estimates that China’s NEV sales 
will reach 9 million units this year, 
up from 6.9 million in 2022.

The National Development and 
Reform Commission, China’s top 
economic regulator, said earlier 
that it will take steps to encourage 
consumption and boost growth 
momentum, including stabilizing 
strong spending on cars.

China-made vehicles are gaining 
popularity overseas, with the value 
of the country's auto exports in the 
first four months more than dou­
bling year-on-year, said the General 
Administration of Customs on 
Ttiesday.

Some 204.5 billion yuan ($29.52 
billion) worth of vehicles were 
shipped from Chinese ports 
between January and April, up 120.3 
percent from the same period last 
year. The General Administration of 
Customs did not release vehicle 
export volume over the period.

In the first quarter, automakers

expanded its global reach. 
In April, Great Wall Motors 

launched new energy models in the 
Philippines and Brazil. The compa­
ny said it will enter other markets 
including Singapore, Cambodia and 
Vietnam later this year.

SAIC Motor exported 89,643 vehi­
cles in April, bringing the total for 
the first four months to 346,696 
units — up 64.99 percent from the 
January-April 2022 period.

SAIC, China’s largest vehicle mak­
er and exporter by sales, expects its 
total exports to hit 1.2 million units 
this year, up from 1.02 million units 
in 2022, with Europe, the Middle 
East and Mexico among its major 
markets.

Zhao Aimin, vice-president of 
SAIC International, said one impor­
tant factor behind SAICs success in 
overseas markets is the offer of com­

petitive products based on an 
understanding of local customer 
needs.

Zhao gave the example of the 
company’s MG4 EV electric hatch­
back, launched in 2022, which is its 
first model developed with global 
markets in mind.

It has won top ratings in new car 
quality programs across different 
regions, including the extremely 
strict European New Car Assess­
ment Program.

Oliver Blume, CEO of Germany’s 
Volkswagen Group, said there is 
opportunity for Chinese brands to 
be successful “not only in China but 
also worldwide in the future”

“It’s still a long way to go but 
some Chinese automotive brands 
already have very competitive 
products,” said Blume at the Shang­
hai auto show in April.

Georg Fischer, a Swiss industrial 
company, is optimistic about the 
growth prospects of the Chinese 
market given China’s all-round 
progress toward the national goal 
of high-quality development, and 
hence will continue to increase 
investment in the country to sup­
port local customers and partners, 
its CEO said.

Known as GF, the company held 
opening ceremonies for its two fac­
tories in Yangzhou, Jiangsu prov­
ince, and Shenyang, Liaoning 
province, in late April. The com­
bined investment of the two facto­
ries is expected to get close to 1 
billion yuan ($144 million) at the 
final stage.

Andreas Muller, CEO of GF, said 
in an exclusive interview: “China is 
one of the most important markets 
for GF. On a global scale, it’s the 
biggest single market for GF’s 
three divisions, namely the Casting 
Solutions Division, the Machining 
Solutions Division and the Piping 
Systems Division.

“The largest number of machine 
tools are being consumed here in 
China, so you have to be here in

attract capital and technology 
inflows.

Li Dongsheng, founder and 
chairman of Chinese consumer 
electronics company TCL Technol­
ogy Group Corp, said China’s 
resolve to develop its real economy 
and modernize its industrial sys­
tem has set the direction for the 
country’s high-tech manufacturing 
segment, which lias become an 
important driver of China’s high- 
quality economic development. 

“China’s manufacturers should 
transition from exporting products 
to exporting industrial capacities, 
ramp up localized operations 
abroad and avoid trade barriers to 
enhance their global competitive­
ness,” Li said.

Chen Duan, director of the Digi­
tal Economy Integration Innova­
tion Development Center at the 
Central University of Finance and 
Economics, said more efforts are 
needed to beef up investment in 
frontier technologies and forward- 
looking fields, and achieve break­
throughs in core technologies in

Power consumption
likely to rise 6°/o 
The China Electricity Council 
expects the country’s power use will 
register stable growth in 2023 driven 
by the overall recovery of the nation’s 
economy. Electricity consumption 
will increase by about 6 percent year- 
on-year to reach 9.15 trillion kilo­
watt-hours, the council said in a 
report, adding that tire growth is 
expected to pick up significantly in 
the second quarter. Ibtal power use 
hit 2.12 trillion kWh in the first quar­
ter, up 3.6 percent year-on-year.

China’s latest emphasis on speed­
ing up the construction of a mod­
em industrial system backed by the 
real economy will help the country 
gain a competitive edge in strategi­
cally' important fields and lay a sol­
id foundation for long-term 
economic growth amid headwinds 
and external uncertainties, experts 
and business executives said.

Recent policy developments 
have underscored the country’s 
firm determination to focus on 
developing the real economy — 
especially high-end manufacturing 
underpinned by cutting-edge digi­
tal technologies — safeguarding the 
security and stability of industrial 
and supply chains, and achieving 
greater self-reliance and strength 
in science and technology, they 
said.

Their comments came as the 
recent meeting of the Central Com­
mission for Financial and Econom­
ic Affairs stressed that in order to 
build a modem industrial system 
that is holistic, advanced and 
secure, China should seize opportu­
nities presented by the new scien­
tific and technological revolution, 
such as artificial intelligence.

A shift of focus from the real to 
the virtual economy must be

key areas through independent 
innovation amid a rising tide of 
protectionism in some countries.

Meanwhile, Chen highlighted 
the significance of expanding inter­
national exchanges and coopera­
tion in science and technology, and 
taking an active part in formulating 
global rules and standards for core 
technologies.

Al is expected to become an 
important driving force for improv­
ing total factor productivity and pro­
moting China’s high-quality 
economic development o n the prem­
ise of preventing potential risks 
brought by new-generation technol­
ogy, said Li Qilin, chief economist at 
Shanghai-listed Hongta Securities. 

Zhou Hongyi, founder of cyber­
security company 360 Security 
Group, said Al-powered large lan­
guage models will spearhead a new' 
round of technological and indus­
trial revolution and the company 
will leverage digital technologies to 
promote the digital transformation 
of micro, small and medium-sized 
enterprises.

Industry and Information Technol­

ogy
The meeting sends a clear signal 

that China attaches importance to 
rapidly growing Al technology, 
which is accelerating its deep inte­
gration into various industries, and 
will play a bigger role in liberating 
productive forces and fostering 
new growth drivers, said Pan Helin, 
co-director of the Digital Economy 
and Financial Innovation Research 
Center at Zhejiang University’s 
International Business School.

Faced with increasingly fierce 
international competition, the con­
struction of a modern industrial 
system is of great significance to 
boost intelligent, green and inte­
grated development of industries, 
improve the resilience and security 
of industrial and supply chains, 
and inject strong impetus into Chi­
na’s economic recovery, Pan said.

He called for heightened efforts 
to strengthen the protection of 
intellectual property rights to spur 
technological innovation, and opti­
mize the business environment to

Stock-market investors in China 
are favorably disposed toward State- 
owned enterprises listed in the 
A-share market as “the valuation sys­
tem with Chinese characteristics” has 
become a buzz phrase among market 
mavens, following the advanced state 
of SOE reform, experts said.

Although the benchmark Shang­
hai Composite Index shed 1.1 percent 
on Tuesday, shares of A-share SOEs 
such as Sinotrans Ltd, China Inter­
national Capital Corp Ltd and AVIC 
Industry-Finance Holdings surged 
by the daily limit of 10 percent.

China Securities, China CITIC 
Bank and Dawning Information 
Industry Co Ltd closed more than 4 
percent higher.

The sub-index themed on “the val­
uation system with Chinese charac­
teristics” compiled by market tracker 
Wind Info, shed 1.27 percent on Tues­
day but is up more than 31 percent 
this year, w'hile the SCI climbed 77 
percent since Jan 1.

Yi Huiman, chairman of the China 
Securities Regulatory Commission, 
told a forum in late November that 
efforts should be made to “explore a 
valuation system with Chinese charac­
teristics” so that the market can play a 
bigger role in allocating resources.

Xiang Pengfei, a researcher at 
Guosheng Securities, said A-share 
SOEs with special industry back­
grounds are often evaluated by inves­
tors using w'hat has come to be 
known as “the valuation system with 
Chinese characteristics” But, in the 
past, although these companies used 
to provide high dividends and stable 
profitability, they had long been 
undervalued and overlooked by 
equity investors.

Now, however, perceptions are 
changing, thanks to effective suppor­
tive policies. So, the bullish perform­
ance of certain SOEs may continue in 
anticipation of more supportive poli­
cies, Xiang said.

The rally in A-share SOEs comes 
ahead of a business exchange meet­
ing to be held by the Shanghai bourse 
on Thursday. Industry insiders will 
likely discuss “the valuation system 
with Chinese characteristics” and 
promote exchange traded fund or 
ETF products themed on the SOE 
stakeholder return index, according 
to the meeting’s invitation letter.

China Reform Holdings Corp Ltd, 
which compiles the SOE stakehold­
er return index, is the joint organiz­
er of tiie Thursday meeting.

In late April, the CSRC approved 
the release of the first three ETFs 
based on the SOE stakeholder return 
index. The funds will be launched by 
China Universal Asset Management, 
GF Fund Management and China 
Merchants Fund. The three ETFs 
will open for subscription from 
Monday to May 19, with the com­
bined financing totaling 6 billion 
yuan ($866 million).

Analysts from Industrial Securi­
ties said the ETFs will introduce 
incremental capital for SOEs, which 
will facilitate the expansion of quali­
ty SOEs and their high-quality devel­
opment. Investors will be provided 
with more asset allocation tools, ben­
efiting from the ongoing SOE reform. 

The Government Work Report 
released in March stressed the SOE 
reform should be deepened to 
improve the core competitiveness of 
these companies. The State-owned 
Assets Supervision and Administra­
tion Commission of the State Council 
also emphasized during a meeting in 
early March that SOEs should look 
up to world-leading companies in 
terms of value creation.

According to Dai Kang, chief strat­
egist of GF Securities, SOEs shoulder 
much responsibility in the develop­
ment of key industries like military, 
electricity, telecommunications and 
engineering equipment.

A-share SOEs with huge growth 
potential and Hong Kong-listed SOEs 
with high dividends will gain increas­
ing attention from investors, he said. 

But Dai also hastened to add that 
SOEs’ investor relations manage­
ment is still suboptimal while institu­
tions’ surveys on SOEs are 
inadequate, which affects SOE valua­
tions, he said.
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An employee operates a robotic arm at an Al manufacturing plant in Huzhou, Zhejiang province. 
XIE SHANGGUO / FOR CHINA DAILY
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China. The most cars are being 
built here in China, and the most 
new electric vehicles are being built 
in China as well.”

As a Swiss brand with 221 years of 
history, GF is a major player in safe 
transport pipelines for liquids and 
gases, lightweight castings for vehi­
cles, and high-precision machining 
technology. Its products are used in 
a wide range of industries like auto­
motive, aerospace, energy, health­
care, and information and 
communications technology.

GF has 25 subsidiaries in China, 
including 18 production sites in 14 
cities. The new factories in Yang­
zhou and Shenyang will further 
expand its manufacturing presence 
in the Yangtze River Delta region 
and Northeast China and help pro- 
tide closer and more convenient 
services to customers, GF said.

“We believe China will rebound 
stronger than the rest of the world 
in terms of GDP growth. We also 
anticipate that we might be seeing 
an even stronger growth in the sec­
ond half of this year than what we 
have seen in the first quarter and 
the quarter to come,” Muller said. 

Such a strong economic 
rebound, Muller said, will provide 
more opportunities for GF’s devel-

avoided, the meeting noted, high­
lighting efforts to reinforce the 
country’s strength in having a 
complete industrial system with 
strong support capacity, trans­
form and upgrade traditional 
industries, and make industrial 
security a top priority.

Li Xianjun, an associate 
researcher with the Institute of 
Industrial Economics at the Chi­
nese Academy of Social Sciences, 
said China’s efforts to put a devel­
opment focus on the real economy 
and build up its strength in the 
modern industrial system will help 
make China’s economy more resil­
ient, strengthen the capacity to 
buffer against external risks and 
shocks, and build the country into a 
manufacturing powerhouse.

“The manufacturing industry, as 
the main body of China’s real econ­
omy, is playing an increasingly cru­
cial role in motivating enterprises 
to bolster technological innovation, 
facilitating the development of oth­
er strategic emerging sectors, and 
enhancing the country’s core com­
petitiveness on the global stage,” Li 
said.

China has maintained its posi­
tion as the world’s largest manufac­
turing hub for 13 straight years, 
accounting for nearly 30 percent of 
global manufacturing output in 
2022, according to the Ministry of

PBOC adds liquidity 
via reverse repos 
China’s central bank continued to 
inject funds into the financial system 
through open market operations on 
Uiesday. The People’s Bank of China 
said it has conducted 2 billion yuan 
($288.79 million) of seven-day reverse 
repos at an interest rate of 2 percent. 
The move is aimed at keeping liquidi­
ty reasonable and ample in the bank­
ing system, according to the central 
bank. A reverse repo is a process by 
which the central bank purchases 
securities from commercial banks 
through bidding, with an agreement 
to sell them back in the future.

valuations, 
equities of 
listed SOEs
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The booth of Georg Fischer during an expo in Shanghai. 
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Key meeting says shift in focus from 
real to virtual economy to be avoided
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policies this year. The annual growth 
of the sector is expected to reach a 
relatively high level of around 10 per­
cent this year, with most spending 
seen in projects concerning urban 
construction, transportation and 
infrastructure supporting clean 
energy use, the report said.

National institutions can play a 
bigger role together as integrating 
the existing markets towards a uni­
fied national system will require a 
higher level of coordination, said 
the report.

The guidance for market design 
and market supervision by a nation­
al authority can secure the future 
practices and efficient functioning 
of markets, it said.

ST. GALLEN, Switzerland— The 
International Institute for Manage­
ment Development, a world-re­
nowned Swiss business school, said 
its newly launched China Initiative 
aims at supporting multinational 
corporations in establishing their 
footprint and growing their impact 
in China.

“We are very much looking for­
ward to intensifying our activities in 
China and also aim to bring Chinese 
companies to the world in a bid to 
build a bridge between China and 
the rest of the world,” IMD President 
Jean-Francois Manzoni told Xinhua 
at the 52nd St. Gallen Symposium, 
the world’s leading platform for 
cross-generational dialogue and col­
laboration.

“If you want to be a global school, 
you have to understand who is inno­
vating and then try to codify these 
practices and explain them to every­
body else,” said the head of the insti­
tute, an independent business 
school with campuses in Lausanne, 
Switzerland and Singapore. 

“Our activities in China are not 
just a distribution channel to other 
participants. They’re also a way to 
connect with the incredibly vibrant 
innovation that is taking place 
there,” Manzoni said.

The new China Initiative based in

Workers ready a tunneling machine at a construction site of Hefei Metro in Anhui province in March. The urban rail project under con­
struction is partly being built by China Railway 24th Bureau Group Corp Ltd. yuan bing / for china daily

The businesses’ turn to live- 
streaming is being accelerated by 
the efforts of Alibaba.com.

Since it launched a cross-border 
livestreaming service two years ago, 
more than 40,000 businesses have 
tried the new approach, with an aver­
age of 5,000 to 6,000 broadcast ses­
sions held each day, according to 
Zhang Kuo, president of Alibaba.com. 

Data show that from January to 
March, the number of overseas 
livestreaming viewers on Aliba- 
ba.com increased 198 percent year- 

on-year.
Economists believe that live 

broadcast e-commerce has bol­
stered the recovery of China’s trade 
during its digitalization wave.

China’s foreign trade got off to a 
steady start in 2023, as total goods 
imports and exports expanded 4.8 
percent year-on-year in the first 
quarter, reversing a decline of 0.8 
percent in the first two months of 
the year, official data showed.

In the first three months, exports 
grew 8.4 percent year-on-year to 
5.65 trillion yuan ($815.6 billion) 
while imports rose 0.2 percent to 
4.24 trillion yuan, bringing total 
trade to 9.89 trillion yuan.

According to a State Council exec­
utive meeting held in early April, 
China will make more efforts to 
implement a policy mix to maintain 
the stability of foreign trade and 
help enterprises secure orders and 
expand the market

“Cross-border livestreaming can 
help buyers and sellers establish 
trust quickly. The new approach will 
have huge potential in the future,” 
Liu said.

The surging demand for better 
infrastructure nationwide and in 
global markets — especially those 
involved in the Belt and Road Initi­
ative — is expected to draw increas­
ing participation from State-owned 
enterprises engaged in the sector, 
as such demand is providing valua­
ble opportunities to sharpen their 
business edge and expand operat­
ing scale, a recent report said.

According to a report on Tuesday 
by China Securities Co Ltd, there is 
robust demand for infrastructure 
around the world, and the annual 
global total of infrastructure invest­
ment is expected to surpass $3 tril­
lion by 2025. With diplomatic 
advantages earned by China through 
its efforts in pushing global coopera­
tion, such as the BRI, and the nation’s 
edge in infrastructure building, State 
contractors stand out among their 
global peers also for their profession­
al solutions and maturer operating 
models.

In China, where infrastructure 
investment has been a key pillar 
stabilizing economic growth, espe­
cially during the COVID-ravaged 
years, the country’s fast recovery 
still relies heavily on efforts to 
expand domestic demand, in which 
infrastructure investment plays a 
significant role, the report said.

Infrastructure investment will 
still be a focus of macroeconomic

Shenzhen, Guangdong province, led 
by CEO of IMD China Mark Greeven, 
will work with multinational corpo­
rations and top Chinese companies to 
provide insight into a thriving China. 

Manzoni said the aim is to assist 
multinationals in demystifying Chi­
na and improve their growth and 
impact in the country while ena­
bling Chinese companies to thrive 
globally.

“We initially had activities in Chi­
na that were mainly focused on 
State-owned enterprises, particular­
ly banks, and those organizations 
were very happy to come to Switzer­
land occasionally?’ he said.

“There’s also a vibrant tech and 
innovation sector in China which 
we had not yet touched. What we 
will do now is continue to have a few 
of us focused on State-owned enter­
prises, and have this new organiza­
tion that will work more closely 
with tech companies,” he added. 

“We’re also there to learn and doc­
ument their practices and to explain 
to the rest of the world what’s hap­
pening in China,” he said.

The IMD has been ranked among 
die top three of the Financial Times’ 
executive education rankings since 
2012.

iZu £

favorable conditions, State contrac­
tors which have generally shown 
clear improvements in their earn­
ing strength will reap more bene­
fits in domestic and global markets 
amid their future expansion.

China Railway 24th Bureau 
Group Corp Ltd, a unit of die cen­
trally administered China Railway 
Construction Corp, told China Dai­
ly that its construction is heading 
faster toward early operations on 
some domestic projects.

One of die builders engaging in 
the urban rail project in Hefei, Anhui 
province, CR24 said its workers dug 
through a two-way tunnel on a sec­
tion under construction on Hefei 
Metro’s Line 6 over the weekend.

Located in the section between 
Science Avenue and Huaining 
Road, the underground tunnel went 
tiirough many high-risk areas in the 
provincial capital, such as under 
office buildings, expressways and a 
railway station. Construction work­
ers paid extra attention as tunneling 
work runs the risk of leading to the 
settlement of nearby buildings and 
foundations, CR24 said.

In addition, the State contractor 
said its team working on the Wenling- 
Yuhuan High-speed Railway project 
in Taizhou, Zhejiang province, is also 
making fester progress than expect­
ed, thanks to recovering industrial 
and logistics chains nationwide.

One of the SOEs participating in 
the building of the high-speed rail 
line, CR24 said that with the supply 
of construction workers being ade­
quate thanks to the optimization of 
the COVID-19 control measures, 
the team managed to gain back its

HANGZHOU — Chinese export­
ers have found a new way to rev up 
sales by setting up livestreaming 
rooms within their factories, direct­
ly promoting a wide variety of prod­
ucts like garments, excavators and 
charging piles to global buyers.

Every Tuesday and Thursday, 
Yiwu O-Choice Import and Export, a 
leading supplier of silk products 
such as pillowcases, launches broad­
casting sessions on Alibaba.com, an 
online business-to-business market­
place for global wholesalers.

Among tiie 60-plus members of 
the firm’s foreign trade group, over 
10 have turned themselves into live- 
streamers. During a recent one-hour 
session, its sales reached $650,000 in 
silk products, according to general 
manager Liu Mingyang.

“We started livestreaming last 
year and it has become part of our 
everyday work,” Liu said, adding 
that cross-border livestreaming and 
short videos have greatly unproved 
their transaction efficiency.

Yiwu O-Choice is among many 
Chinese export-oriented enterprises 
that are riding a new cross-border 
e-commerce wave to reach overseas 
buyers and boost theirtrade recovery. 

Chinese sportswear maker Zhe­
jiang Aidu Garments decided to 
dive headfirst into livestream mar­
keting in the second half of 2021. In 
the first quarter of this year, the 
company saw a 38 percent year-on- 
year rise in sales.

“By taking overseas buyers on a 
virtual tour of our office, research 
and development center and exhi­
bition room, we have been able to 
land orders more quickly and effi­
ciently,” said Lai Guorong, general 
manager of Aidu.

Accelerating decarbonization 
and the further deployment of 
power markets can create a frame­
work in which a carbon pricing 
mechanism can take effect and 
achieve the dual carbon goals 
smoothly, he added.

For China, well-functioning pow­
er markets, together with carbon 
pricing, play a key role in the green 
transition.

to allow more flexible trading 
arrangements, it said.

According to Jacques Warichet, a 
researcher from the IEA, China 
should also step up the deployment 
of short-term markets to implement 
an economic dispatch and unlock 
flexibility from supply and demand 
resources, as markets are playing a 
growing role in the power system in 
China.

The mid to long-term markets, 
with a duration of one month to 
one year, are the most developed 
form of markets in China, with 
their contracts covering half of the 
electricity consumed and about 
four-fifths of the traded volume. 
The short-term markets, on the 
other hand, have not achieved 
their full potential despite the pos­
sibilities they bring to unlock flexi­
bility from supply and demand 
resources, he said.

“In market-based systems, the 
short-term markets play a central 
role in price formation and support 
electricity security,” he said.

“Based on last year’s issuing pace 
of special local bonds and regarding 
the significant role infrastructure 
plays in stabilizing the economy, 
issuance of the bonds is likely to 
speed up in the second quarter this 
year,” said Wen Bin, chief researcher 
at China Minsheng Bank.

“In addition, with COVID-19 
impacts easing, fiscal spending on 
pandemic controls will fall while 
that on infrastructure will rise. 
With various financing tools taking 
effect, infrastructure construction 
will further accelerate this year 
driven by ample fund resources, 
and more new projects are expect­
ed to commence,” Wen said.

Citing the purchasing managers’ 
index concerning construction in 
April, which was 63.9 — much 
higher than the 50-point mark that 
separates contraction from growth 
— the report said that with various
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pace on the project of which 84.8 
percent of works are bridge and 
tunnel construction.

The railway is a local railway 
project to facilitate integrated 
regional development, CR24 said, 
with the newly planned section 
reaching 37.8 kilometers.

Globally, in Sri Lanka’s Dambu- 
11a, the first section of a 17-km canal 
project undertaken by China State 
Construction Engineering Corp 
(CSCEC) Sri Lanka Branch stalled 
operating near the village of Naba- 
dagahawatta in late April, with the 
water carried from the nearby 
Wemedilla Reservoir.

The canal section, which is 1.5 
meters high, irrigates the farm­
lands it passes through before 
reaching the destination, putting 
an end to the long-felt difficulties 
faced by local farmers.

CSCEC said its workers are 
responsible for the construction 
work of two tunnels, four siphons, an 
open water canal, an underground 
water canal, bridges, culverts, roads 
and landscaping along the canal line. 

“The construction is progressing 
smoothly thanks to team efforts, 
which comprises both Chinese and 
local employees. The main struc­
ture of the entire canal is expected 
to be completed before the end of 
this year,” said Tao Yanrong, the 
project manager.

CSCEC, ninth on the Fortune 
Global 500 list, reported in April a 
10.6 percent surge in its new con­
tract value last year. Its revenue sur­
passed 2 trillion yuan ($288.7 
billion) for the first time in 2022, a 
year-on-year increase of 8.6 percent.

China should establish a national 
spot power market and lift the barri­
ers of interprovincial trade to 
advance power markets that sup­
port the country’s green energy' 
transition, according to a recent 
report

China’s power market, after more 
than two decades of reform, boasts 
the world’s largest installed capacity 
— twice that of the United States. 
However, diversified moves are still 
necessary to support coordination 
between national and local markets, 
according to a report on building a 
unified national power market sys­
tem in China released by the Inter­
national Energy Agency in late 
April.

It is necessary for the government 
to further reinforce the role of 
national institutions to supervise 
market implementation and ensure 
coordination among national plans, 
markets and operational protocols 

The IEA believes China has 
been making big steps towards 
building a unified national power 
market system. The goals of peak­
ing carbon dioxide emissions by 
2030 and carbon neutrality by 
2060 will continue to add 
momentum, expanding its foot­
print.

“Spot markets are expanding 
across China after the first provin­
cial spot market pilots were 
launched in 2019, but their share in 
trade remains small and the connec­
tion with other established markets 
is still being completed,” Warichet 
said.

He suggested the government 
should further step up regional 
trade coordination through a 
national market to deliver substan­
tial efficiency benefits and increased 
resilience. In addition to operation­
al efficiency gains, regional trade 
improves resource sharing across 
larger areas while bringing many 
benefits in terms of resilience and 
can contribute to reducing needed 

investments in generation assets for 

reserve.
Calculations by the IEA show that 

reductions in operating costs range 
from 6-12 percent and decreases in 
carbon dioxide emissions range 
from 2-10 percent compared with a 
situation where regional coordina­
tion is not improved.

An analyst said increased partici­
pation in markets on both the sup­
ply and demand sides is expected to 
continue as the 14th Five-Year Plan 
(2021-25) aims to give a leading role 
to markets.

According to Lin Boqiang, head of 
the China Institute for Studies in 
Energy Policy at Xiamen University, 
power markets can accelerate the 
decarbonization of the Chinese 
power sector.

Reducing the carbon intensity of 
China’s electricity is crucial for 
achieving the government’s ambi­
tion of peaking carbon dioxide emis­
sions by 2030 and carbon neutrality 
by 2060, as well as meeting global 
climate goals, he said.
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Wind turbine blades are delivered to a wind farm in Zhangye, Gansu 
province, in March, wang jiang / for china daily
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Lighthouse factories push Made in
China into new development stage
Country tops list with number of manufacturers using advanced technology for industrial upgrades
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Lenovo facility recognized by World Economic ForumBy MA SI
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ment Unilever has made in the past 
decade in China, which makes our 
production intelligent and digital­
ized,” Xu said.

The factory can shorten the peri­
od for new product innovation from 
12 months to three and enhance the 
accuracy and efficiency of product 
demand prediction. It is also more

tional cooperation in manufactur­
ing, Yang said.

Lenovo said digital intelligence 
technology has played a significant 
role in upgrading its LCFC factory, 
with a focus on production schedul­
ing, planning and dynamic opera­

tion of the factory’s 36 intelligent 
production lines. This has resulted 
in significant efficiency gains for 
scheduling and inventory manage­
ment, meaning that a completed PC 
is delivered off the production line 
every half second.

To see how advanced manufac­
turing technologies are reshaping 
the consumer electronics industry, 
an example worth looking at is the 
world’s largest single personal 
computer factory in Hefei, Anhui 
province.

The LCFC factory, owned by' PC 
maker Lenovo Group Ltd, demon­
strates how it is embracing cutting- 
edge digital technologies to boost 
efficiency and lower energy con­
sumption amid fierce competition, 
significant demand fluctuation 
and growing need for customized 
products.

The factory has deployed over 30 
fourth industrial revolution flexible 
automation and advanced analytics 
use cases, improving labor produc­
tivity by 45 percent and reducing 
supplier quality issues by 55 per­
cent, while managing small-size yet 
numerous customer orders — 80 
percent of which are less than five 
units — according to the World Eco­
nomic Forum.

The LCFC factory was recognized 
as one of 18 additional sites added 
to the World Economic Forum’s 
Global Lighthouse Network in Jan­
uary' this year. The Global Light­
house Network is a community of

agile than conventional ones, 
“allowing us to better keep up with 
die fast-paced consumer demand in 
China,” Xu said.

For example, the factory can pro­
duce a maximum of 9 million servings 
of Wall’s ice cream, including Mag­
num and Cornetto, on a daily basis. 

US snack manufacturer Mondelez

By MA SI
masi@chinadaily.cmn.cn

production sites and value chains 
that are world leaders in the adop­
tion and integration of cutting-edge 
technologies.

Established in 2011, LCFC ships 
products to 126 markets around the 
world. This is done while managing 
300,000 individual pieces of materi­
als and parts every day, and unveil­
ing 300 new products every year 
with more than 200,000 different 
product configurations.

Yang Yuanqing, chairman and 
CEO of Lenovo Group, said, “China 
is at a critical stage of moving from 
being a manufacturing power­
house to a smart-manufacturing 
center, which will generate more 
opportunities.”

Yang said Lenovo has more than 
30 manufacturing bases in coun­
tries such as China, Argentina, Bra­
zil, Germany, Hungary, India, Japan, 
Mexico and the United States, which 
provide products and services to 180 
markets.

The company has established a 
stable cooperative relationship with 
5,000 global suppliers. Such a 
sprawling supply chain network 
reflects the importance of intema-

International Inc also has a plant in 
Suzhou, Jiangsu province, which 
joined the Global Lighthouse Net­
work and became the world’s first 
lighthouse factory in the global biscuit 
and snack industry in late January.

Joost Vlaanderen, president of 
Mondelez Greater China, said, 
“With China entering a new era of

establish a digital and flexible man­
ufacturing system of heavy equip­
ment. The cutting and sorting of 
steel plates are finished by Al robots 
with a 3D high-definition vision sys­
tem, of which the accuracy can be 
increased to 1 millimeter.

BOE Technology' Group Co Ltd, a 
leading Chinese display panel sup­
plier, has a factory in Fuzhou, Fujian 
province, which is also recognized 
as a lighthouse factory by the World 
Economic Forum.

Liu Wenrui, vice-president of BOE 
and general manager of the BOE 
Fuzhou factory, said they have 
adopted digital technologies and 
advanced analytics in a fully auto­
mated production system, with pro­
duction costs reduced by 34 percent 
and output up by 33 percent.

Midea Group Co Ltd, a Chinese 
home appliances giant, has five 
lighthouse factories, covering 
smart home appliances such as 
refrigerators, washing machines 
and microwave ovens, which show­
case its strength in advanced manu­
facturing.

British consumer goods company 
Unilever Pic also has a lighthouse 
factory in Taicang of East China’s 
Jiangsu province. With a designed 
daily output of 9 million servings of 
ice cream, the factory represents 
Unilever’s long-term commitment to 
the China market by better satisfying 
Chinese consumers’ demands with 
digital and intelligent technologies, 
said Xu Yucong, North Asia general 
manager of Unilever ice cream.

‘The 100-million-euro ($109.7 
million) factory is the largest invest-

1 
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Made in China is now entering a 
new stage of development, as the 
country beefs up its push to pursue 
industrial upgrades and intelligent 
manufacturing.

China now dominates on the 
Global Lighthouse Network list, a 
project launched in 2018 by the 
World Economic Forum in collabo­
ration with consultancy McKinsey 
& Company, which is a testament 
to the country’s growing manufac­
turing prowess.

Formed by more than 130 plants 
to date owned by various compa­
nies, the Global Lighthouse Net­
work is a community of 
manufacturers applying advanced 
technologies to speed up and spread 
the smart adoption of fourth indus­
trial revolution technologies — a 
fusion of artificial intelligence, 
robotics, the internet of things, 
blockchain, 3D printing, genetic 
engineering, quantum computing 
and other technologies — to their 
industries worldwide.

To date, China houses 50 such 
lighthouse factories, the highest 
number among any country and 
accounting for nearly one-third of 
the world’s total. These advanced 
factories, built by both domestic and 
foreign companies in China, offer a 
glimpse into how Made in China is 
upgrading into smart manufactur­
ing and how the country’s sprawling 
industrial economy will evolve in 
the future, officials and experts said. 

Song Huasheng, a professor at 
Zhejiang University, said the num­
ber fully demonstrates that if China 
was ninning behind Western coun­
tries in the first three industrial rev­
olutions, the country is now a 
parallel runner and even a leader in 
certain subsectors in the fourth 
industrial revolution.

The progress came as China’s top 
leaders attached high importance to 
manufacturing and the central gov­
ernment unveiled a string of policies 
to advance industrial upgrades.

For instance, at a group deliber­
ation during the two sessions, Chi­
na’s top legislative and political 
advisory meetings, in March, 
President Xi Jinping said the 
manufacturing industry is indis­
pensable to China at all times and 
the country should advance new 
industrialization.

Bai Ming, deputy director of inter­
national market research at the Chi­
nese Academy of International 
Trade and Economic Cooperation, 
said President Xi’s emphasis on 
manufacturing showed that a mod­
em industrial system will be key to 
China’s economic development over 
the next few years and will have a 
profound impact.

“In the face of growing external 
risks, Made in China needs to be 
backed by a stronger industrial sys­
tem,” Bai said.

Bai said the lighthouse factories 
showcase how China will sharpen 
its edge in high-end manufactur­
ing, an arena where all major econ­
omies are ramping up to establish a 
foothold.

For instance, the No 18 Factory of 
Sany Heavy Industry, a Chinese 
machinery giant, in Changsha, Hu­
nan province, was recognized as the 
second lighthouse factory in the 
global heavy industry sector.

In the factory, Sany has used flexi­
ble automated production, artificial 
intelligence and the IoT solutions to
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green and innovation-led growth, 
the country will continue to open 
up for foreign investments and pro­
vide a more favorable business 
environment.”

Jin Zhuanglong, minister of 
industry and information technolo­
gy, said China will make more 
efforts to speed up the transforma­
tion and upgrading of traditional 
industries, which play a vital role in 
building a modem industrial sys­
tem, and move the manufacturing 
sector toward higher-end, smarter 
and greener production.

‘The industrial economy is the 
field with the most innovative activ­
ities, the most abundant results in 
innovation and the strongest spill­
over effect in innovation,” said Jin. 

Statistics show that the industrial 
economy accounts for less than 20 
percent of the US GDP, but 70 per­
cent of US innovation activities are 
directly or indirectly dependent on 
its industrial economy, he said.

Amid increasingly fierce interna­
tional competition, it is necessary to 
build a modern industrial system 
and improve the resilience and 
security of China’s industrial and 
supply chains, Jin added.

Denis Depoux, global managing 
director of consultancy Roland Ber­
ger, said, “China has and will keep a 
very central role in the global supply 
chain.”

“The quality and depths of Chi­
na’s industrial clusters, the flexibil­
ity and the ability to quickly put a 
lot of people to work, and to launch 
a new product in consumer elec­
tronics are all impressive and can­
not be replaced very easily,” 
Depoux said.

According to Depoux, China’s 
industrial and supply chains have 
improved significantly, as domestic 
and foreign companies invested 
heavily in modernizing their local 
production systems.

China ranks first globally in terms 
of output for more than 40 percent 
of the world’s 500 major industrial 
products, said the Ministry of Indus­
try and Information Technology.

Moreover, about 570 Chinese 
industrial companies are among the 
world’s top 2,500 in terms of 
research and development invest­
ment, boosting their ability to sup­
port supply chains, the ministry said. 

The high-quality development of 
China’s manufacturing sector has 
entered a fast lane, buoyed by digital 
technologies like cloud computing, 
big data, the IoT and blockchain, 
said Zhou Yunjie, chairman and 
CEO of Chinese home appliance 
giant Haier Group, which has six 
lighthouse factories to date.

Liu Wenqiang, deputy head of the 
China Center for Information 
Industry Development in Beijing, 
said, “As China strengthens its R&D 
prowess, it will continue to move up 
the industrial value chain, which 
will further increase its appeal in 
high-end manufacturing.”

Moreover, Lenovo said LCFC’s 
focus on research and development 
and being a center for advanced 
manufacturing technologies — with 
a particular emphasis on sustaina­
bility — has also resulted in 121 
authorized patents in the field of 
intelligent manufacturing.

One of LCFC’s other notable inno­
vations is low-temperature technol­
ogies developed to improve PC 
manufacturing by conserving ener­
gy and increasing reliability. Lenovo 
uses best practices from LCFC 
across its global manufacturing 
footprint to support the wider 
industry ecosystem’s digital trans­
formation.

Data from market research com­
pany Gartner Inc showed that Leno­
vo jumped seven places in a year to 
No 9 on its list of Global Supply 
Chain Top 25 for 2022. The recogni­
tion highlights Lenovo’s leadership 
as a purpose-driven organization 
and operational center of excellence 
in the global supply chain commu­
nity, Gartner said.

Lenovo is also expanding its glob­
al manufacturing footprint with a 
new factory that opened in Ullo,

Employees run tests on personal computers at Lenovo's LCFC facto­
ry in Hefei, Anhui province, in July. The factory was recognized as 
one of 18 additional sites added to the World Economic Forum's 
Global Lighthouse Network in January, feng yongbin / china daily

-
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Top: A worker inspects ice cream quality on a production line of Unilever's lighthouse factory in 
Taicang, Jiangsu province, in March, ji chunpeng / xinhua

Above: Employees work at Chinese machinery giant Sany Heavy Industry's lighthouse factory in 
Chongqing in July 2021. xu qin / xinhua

U.'

Hungary, last year. The plant focus­
es on building server infrastructure, 
storage systems and high-end per­
sonal computer workstations used 
by its customers throughout 
Europe, the Middle East and Africa. 

Covering almost 50,000 square 
meters across two buildings and 
three floors, it is Lenovo’s first 
in-house manufacturing facility in 
Europe. The production line can 
produce more than 1,000 servers 
and 4,000 workstations per day — 
each one built specifically to cus­
tomer requirements.

Li Xianjun, an associate 
researcher at the Institute of Indus­
trial Economics at the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, said, 
“Advanced manufacturing is play­
ing an increasingly crucial role in 
bolstering technological innova­
tion, advancing new industrializa­
tion and fostering high-quality 
development.”

Li said China’s emphasis on the 
real economy and the development 
of advanced manufacturing 
through intelligent digital technolo­
gies will help make China’s economy 
more resilient, strengthen the 
capacity to buffer against external 
risks and shocks and build the coun­
try into a manufacturing power­
house.
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Poor economic outlook, interest
rate hikes cause of banking woes

Arab solidarity defies Washington’s will
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Taiwan only a dispensable tool for Uncle Sam
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Real economy key to a modem industrial system
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The central authorities recently 
reiterated the importance and 
urgency of building a modern 
industrial system supported by the 
real economy, stressing that gov­
ernments at various levels must 
concentrate on the development of 
the real economy.

China’s manufacturing industry 
is at risk of being “caught by the 
throat” in some cutting-edge tech­
nologies that are crucial to the 
new industrial revolution. At the 
same time, in die new historical 
environment, the government 
needs to address imbalanced 
growth. It should always regard 
scientific and technological inno­
vation as the growth driver, and 
promote efficient resource inte­
gration and the restructuring of 
industries.

In this process, policymakers 
must properly handle the relation­
ship between the real economy and 
the financial sector and the real 
estate industry.

China’s industrial system should 
be able to withstand the challenges

thing to resist the reunification of 
the motherland. However, the 
words uttered by US politicians 
show that their “daddy” does not 
really reciprocate the love of its fol­
lowers on the island, treating them 
instead as dispensable tools.

However hard these island-based 
separatists try to please their “dad­
dy”, the latter won’t consider their 
interests in its greater strategy. For 
the US, the island is just a pawn in 
its geopolitical game of containing 
China and preventing the country’s 
national reunification. It will not 
hesitate should the time come to 
sacrifice the pawn in exchange for 
certain real benefits.

During a recent forum discussion 
on China-US strategic competition 
at the Milken Institute, US con­
gressman Seth Moulton said, “Chi­
na needs to know that if you invade 
Taiwan, we will blow up TSMC” 

This was not the first time a US 
politician has uttered such words. 
Similar views have been expressed 
more than once in the past year or 

more.
On social networking sites, the 

local media on the island often ridi­
cule some Taiwan politicians, most­
ly from the ruling Democratic 
Progressive Party, for looking up to 
the United States as their “daddy” 
and being willing to sacrifice any-

of US bank stocks fell sharply, 
with the index of large as well as 
regional American banks hitting a 
two-and-a-half year low. As bank 
stocks continue to tumble, the US 
federal and state governments are 
reportedly reviewing whether the 
turmoil was a result of “market 
manipulation”. There have been 
growing calls for the US Securi­
ties and Exchange Commission to 
tighten market regulation. 

Short selling might be responsi­
ble for the tumbling of US bank 
stock prices, but the continuous 
interest rate hikes, the gloomy 
outlook for the US economy, and 
misappropriate moves in taking 
over First Republic Bank have 
provided a “hotbed” for the short 
selling of the bank stocks. 

The Fed’s 500 basis points of 
interest rate hikes have been jar-

he Arab League’s decision on Sunday to 
readmit Syria, 12 years after its member­
ship was suspended, should be welcomed 
by all peace-loving nations.

Syria’s re-admittance to the Arab family is the 
latest in a series of developments in the Middle 
East after the reconciliation between Saudi Arabia 
and Iran. It is being cautiously hailed as marking 
the beginning of a political solution to the Syrian 
crisis and means that war-tom Syria will receive 
more support from the Arab countries to improve 
its economy and rebuild the country which has 
been ravaged by years of civil war.

China has played an important role in promot­
ing the reconciliation between Damascus and the 
Arab family. After Saudi Arabia and Iran resumed 
diplomatic relations thanks to China’s mediation, 
no one should be surprised that China has been 
playing a role in trying to help bring peace to Syria. 
Its special envoy and work team have been shut­
tling between different countries in the Arab world 
to that effect since last year.

While China and the majority ofthe internation­
al community have welcomed Syria’s re-entry into 
the Arab fold, the United States has expressed its 
opposition to the move, having previously 
attempted to block the Arab League readmitting 
Syria, with White House National Security Advisor 
Jake Sullivan giving it a last shot in Saudi Arabia 
on Sunday.

China Dally UK
90 Cannon St, London EC4N 6HA, UK

+44(0)2073988270
edltor@chinadailyuk.com

China Dally Africa
P.O. Box 27281-00100, Nairobi, Kenya
+254(0)20 242 8589 (Nairobi)

edltor@chlnadallyafrlca.com
enqulrles@chlnadallyafnca.com
subscrlption@chlnadallyafrlca.com

“We do not believe Syria merits readmission into 
the Arab League at this time,” a US State Depart­
ment spokesperson said the same day, highlight­
ing that the White House has informed its allies in 
the Middle East that “we will not normalize with 
the Assad regime and that our sanctions remain in 
full effect”.

But regional countries have shown they desire 
unity and development And it is the US’ strategic 
withdrawal from the region that has created the 
space and window for that to happen, turning it 
from a pot of water it could stir into turmoil at any 
time for its narrow ends to a region moving toward 
peace and stability.

Unity and prosperity will naturally spur the Arab 
world to strive for its overdue strategic autonomy. 

China has always supported Arab states seeking 
strength through unity, and has actively supported 
Syria’s return to the Arab League, believing that is 
conducive to the development and revitalization 
of the Arab world and thus peace and stability in 
the Middle East It will continue “to work relent­
lessly to that end” a Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said during a regular news briefing on Monday.

The US, however, announced on Sunday that it 
will extend its unilateral sanctions on Syria for 
another year after they expire on Thursday, which 
makes its divisive intentions more barefaced. 

That’s something the region and the rest of the 
world should be wary of.

ring for US banks, making many 
banks face increasingly serious 
problems of high financing costs 
and low profitability. Continued 
interest rate hikes have also made 
it expensive for banks to hold 
deposits. The US’ economic 
growth slowed more than expect­
ed in the first quarter, reinforcing 
the perception that the US econo­
my is in a recession.

The ongoing debt ceiling crisis 
in the US is another factor affect­
ing market stability. The Demo­
crats and Republicans are still 
wrangling over the limits of the 
debt ceiling.

But even if the US settles its 
debt ceiling dispute this time, it is 
likely that the issue of how to pay 
interest on the high debt will soon 
be put on the table.

- ECONOMIC DAILY

The United States Department 
of Financial Protection and Inno­
vation announced on May 1 the 
shutdown of First Republic Bank 
and appointed the Federal Depos­
it Insurance Corporation to take 
over the bank following the dras­
tic decline in its stock prices. 

The same day, FDIC signed a 
deal with JP Morgan Chase under 
which the latter would buy all of 
the bank’s deposits and most of 
its assets. Fed Chairman Jerome 
Powell announced at a news con­
ference that US banks are healthy 
and resilient, while JP Morgan 
Chase CEO Jamie Dimon said the 
banking system was “very, very 
sound”.

However, banking stock prices 
continued to fall. After the Fed 
announced a 25 basis point inter­
est rate hike on May 3, the prices

The history of the CPC speaks volumes about the 
reasons behind the Party’s growth and strength. 
The Party has always provided strong theoretical 
training for its members and officials, so they can 
remain firm in their joint faith with a strong will 
and coordinated actions.

“With a history of 101 years and more than 96 
million members, the CPC faces the challenge of 
continuously strengthening itself to lead the Chi­
nese people to create a better life,” said Xiao Ruin­
ing, an assistant research fellow at the China 
Academy of Discipline Inspection and Supervi­
sion. The new theories provide strength for the 
times.

In addition to firming up the ideals and convic­
tions of Party members and officials, the education 
campaign will prompt the Party to work hard to 
solve problems. As long as the CPC and the people 
stand together, think together and work together, 
no difficulty can stop China’s solid steps toward 
national rejuvenation.

Extensive fact-finding activities are an impor­
tant part of the thematic education campaign. 
Officials are visiting factories and grassroots 
units, such as hospitals and universities, and 
working to translate research findings into con­
crete solutions.

t is no secret that China and the United States 
have divergent world outlooks. Or that the 
essential differences between their world 
views underlie the increasingly fractious

relations between Beijing and Washington.
What has happened lately in China-US relations, 

in particular the growing number of provocative 
legislative moves by US Congress, former US 
House of Representatives speaker Nancy Pelosi’s 
Thiwan visit last year, the so-called spy balloon 
incident in February, and present House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy’s hosting of a meeting of US law­
makers with Taiwan leader Tsai Ing-wen last 
month, has certainly been damaging to construct­
ive bilateral engagement.

That is why after the US transformed the wayward 
Chinese research balloon into explosive entertain­
ment worthy of Marvel Studios, nixing US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken’s planned visit to China, 
there had been no high-level meeting between the 
two sides till that between Chinese State Councilor 
and Foreign Minister Qin Gang and US Ambassador 
to China Nicolas Burns on Monday.

The meeting showed that at least Beijing and 
Washington remain rational enough to try and 
prevent the world’s most consequential bilateral 
relationship from careering into a collision.

The meeting conveyed the consoling message 
that, for all the divergences that have been obvious 
over the recent past and the tacit consensus bilater­
al ties have truly deteriorated past the point where 
they could return to their previous state, Beijing and

he Communist Party of China adheres to 
a people-centered development philoso­
phy and dedicates itself to serving the 
people wholeheartedly. With the support

of the people, the country has built a moderately 
prosperous society in all respects.

The ongoing thematic education campaign 
within the CPC aims to enhance the Party’s govern­
ance ability and leadership to ensure steady 
progress now that the country is on the path to 
modernization.

Launched in April, the Party-wide thematic 
education campaign to study and implement 
Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese 
Characteristics for a New Era focuses on guiding 
officials, at and above the county and director 
level, in the right direction by ensuring they have 
a thorough understanding of the Party’s new the­
ories.

The 20th National Congress of the CPC last 
October drew up a blueprint for comprehensively 
building a modem socialist country. Yet it remains 
a challenging task for the Party and the nation to 
achieve this goal. Thus, it is necessary for CPC offi­
cials to effectively grasp the guidance of the Party’s 
new theories in order to strengthen their ability to 
address the urgent needs of the people and crack 
the thorny issues that need to be overcome.

of external shocks, and adapt to the 
trends of the digital economy. The 
country should improve its ability 
to absorb international industrial 
and technological resources. 

A modern industrial system 
needs to correctly handle the rela­
tionship between scientific and 
technological innovation and 
industry. The country should tar­
get leading industries and new 
technology tracks, develop high- 
end manufacturing with higher 
technological content, and 
strengthen strategic emerging 
industries.

At die same time, the country 
should speed up the digitalization, 
networking and intelligent upgrad­
ing of traditional manufacturing 
industries, and break through the 
obstacles restricting the deep inte­
gration of traditional and digital 
industries.

This requires encouraging entre­
preneurship, improving the busi­
ness environment, especially for 
scientific and technological innova­
tion enterprises, and giving full

Washington share the understanding that crisis 
management is not only in both parties’ best inter­
est but a shared obligation as responsible powers. 

Given the negative developments in China-US 
relations over the past four years or more, neither 
Beijing nor Washington entertains the fantasy of 
returning to what now seem like the good old days. 
After all, mutual trust has dropped to a historical 
low. But what the two sides are trying to do is of 
critical importance, since unless a careful eye is 
kept on the frictions between them, there is the 
real danger they could spark confrontation, a 
worst-case scenario unaffordable to either party, 
and indeed everybody.

Qin was correct in pointing out that “the top pri­
ority is to stabilize Sino-US relations, avoid a down­
ward spiral, and prevent accidents between China 
and the United States” Avoiding the worst in bilat­
eral ties is indeed the bottom line for the time 
being.

However, the conspicuous cognitive gaps 
between Beijing and Washington, which are the 
foremost factor undermining mutual trust, mean 
there is no easy solution to the conundrum. Qin 
has expressed Beijing’s wish that “the US will 
reflect deeply, meet China halfway, and push Chi­
na-US relations out of the predicament and back 
on track”

Various efforts are underway to carry out repair 
work. It is to be hoped that at the very least they 
can keep the channels for meaningful communi­
cation open.

Rationality and dialogue essential to prevent 
China-US relations passing point of no return

play to the role of capital in pro­
moting industrial development 

Some local governments have 
accumulated valuable experience in 
building a modern industrial sys­
tem. Good top-level design and 
grassroots exploration should be 
closely integrated. By giving full 
play to the initiative of local govern­
ments, enterprises and research 
institutes, a modern industrial sys­
tem with Chinese characteristics 
can be constructed.

To build a modernized industrial 
system, the country must adhere to 
the market-oriented reform direc­
tion, and properly' handle the rela­
tionship between the government 
and the market. The government 
acts as a neutral referee in the mar­
ket competition.

The construction of a modem 
industrial system is also a test of 
policy rationality. The way to 
enhance industrial stability and 
resilience should be the free circula­
tion of economic factors and clear 
competition rules.

- 21ST CENTURY BUSINESS HERALD

China Dally
15 Hulxln Dongjle Chaoyang District, 
Beijing 100029
News: +86 (0) 10 6491-8366

edltor@chlnadaily.com.cn 
Advertisement +86 (0) 10 6491-8631 
adsQchlnadally.com.cn 

Subscription: +86-400-699-0203 
subscriptlon.chlnadally.com.cn 
App: www.chlnadaily.com.cn/mobile/dailyhtml

China Dally Asia Pacific 
China Dally Hong Kong
Unit 1818, Hing Wai Centre, 7 Tin Wan 
Praya Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong

+85225185111 
edltor@chlnadailyhk.com
edltor@chlnadallyasla.com

China Dally USA
1500 Broadway, Suite 2800,

New York, NY 10036
+1212537 8888
editor@chlnadallyusa.com

So, by threatening to blow up 
TSMC should China be forced to 
take military action for national 
reunification, the US means to deny 
China a first-class chip-making 
plant even after national reunifica­
tion. Neither do they care much 
about the world. Told that blowing 
up the plant would mean a $2 tril­
lion loss for the world economy, 
Moulton seemed not to care one bit 

However, their plan won’t suc­
ceed. China will realize its national 
reunification through peaceful 
means or, if necessary, by force, one 
day because that is an unstoppable 
historical trend.

- ZHANG ZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY
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ne of the essential requirements 
of the Chinese path to moderni­
zation is to help build a commu­
nity with a shared future for

mankind. The Chinese path to moderniza­
tion also links the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation with the destiny of humani­
ty and is based on China’s national condi­
tions and historical and cultural traditions. 

The Chinese path to modernization bene­
fits not only the people of die country but 
also promotes common development for 
die world. It is the path toward construct­
ing a strong nation and achieving national 
rejuvenation for China, as well as seeking 
human progress and building a world of 
harmony, peace and development 

It is important to understand the global 
significance of the Chinese path to modern­
ization and help strengthen the efforts to 
build a community with a shared future for 
mankind, and promote world peace and 
development.

and addresses major human issues based 
on its own development and security con­
cepts, governance principles and cultural 
practices.

The Chinese path to modernization pur­
sues high-quality development and pro­
vides a new paradigm for expanding the 
path of modernization. The question of

whether there is only one path or multiple 
paths of modernization has for long been 
plaguing humankind, and has sparked 
debates on the socioeconomic development 
Looking at the timeline of modernization, 
Western countries have indeed been at the 
forefront of modernization and have had a 
profound influence on the world. 

For a considerable period of time, the 
global discourse on modernization theory 
and practice has been dominated by the 
West. However, the CPC, by overcoming all 
odds, has held high the banner of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics and made 
remarkable achievements in advancing the 
Chinese path to modernization.

Through practical actions, it has exposed 
the myth of “Westernization equals mod­
ernization” and proved wrong the claim 
that Western modernization is the ultimate 
model of modernization. China has present­
ed a new modernization model that is dis­
tinct from the Western model and has 
increased the choices for developing coun­
tries to embark on their own respective 
path toward modernization.

the Belt and Road Initiative framework 
with 21 Arab countries and the Arab 
League. Also, 17 Arab countries have sup­
ported President Xi’s Global Development 
Initiative, 15 have joined the Asian Infra­
structure Investment Bank, and 14 have 
joined the “China-Arab Cooperation Initia-

As Xi Jinping said, there is no fixed model 
of modernization; the modernization model 
based on the existing social, economic and 
political conditions will best suit a country. 
So the efforts of a country to independently 
explore the path to modernization keeping 
in mind its socioeconomic conditions 
should be respected.

In the process of promoting its journey 
toward modernization, China adheres to 
the fundamental policy of opening-up and 
steadfastly pursuing mutual benefit and 
win-win cooperation. It follows the gov­
ernance concept of consultation joint con­
tribution and shared benefits, while 
focusing on protecting the common inter­
ests and facilitating the well-being of 
humanity.

From proposing the Global Development 
Initiative to helping build partnerships to 
boost the global economy’s recovery, from 
establishing global development and South- 
South cooperation funds to promoting the 
G2O debt relief initiative, China has consist­
ently adhered to the concept that “the 
development of all countries is true devel-

tive for Data Security’:
The Belt and Road Initiative lias many 

advantages that can benefit the Middle 
East countries. For example, it can help 
them to increase investment cooperation in 
many projects to develop infrastructure, 
improve transport services and build com­

mercial logistical hubs.
In addition, the joint China-Arab pro­

jects will strengthen commercial, customs 
and financial linkages between the two 
sides and benefit both, commercially and 
politically, leading to deeper security coop­
eration.

Arab countries support the strengthen­
ing of trade relations with developing coun­
tries, especially China, not least because 
they want to transform into important 
regional and global strategic and economic 
centers. And they know the Belt and Road 
Initiative can help them do so. 

In short, the Arab countries are enthusi­
astic about Belt and Road projects, because 
they can facilitate the economic integration 
of Asia and the Middle East, and further 
strengthen the bonds of friendship and 
cooperation between the Middle East and 
China.

opment” In fact, China has been creating 
new development opportunities for the 
world through its new development 
endeavors.

relations alongside the European Union, 
thus limiting the dominance of the United 
States in the global economy.

The Arab countries, especialty the Gulf 
countries, are aware of their importance to 
China because of their geostrategic loca­
tions in global trade.

The supervision of the Arab countries 
over the Strait of Hormuz (Oman and 
Iran), the Bab el-Mandeb Strait (Yemen 
and Djibouti) and the Suez Canal (Egypt) 
accords the region unique importance as 
a point of intersection of three continents 
(Asia, Africa and Europe). That China is 
aware of this fact is reflected in its efforts 
to deepen cooperation with the region 
under the Belt and Road Initiative frame­
work and increase investments in the 
Gulf countries. Also, these countries con­
stitute a cornerstone of China’s energy 
security.

The Middle East countries were among 
tiie first to support the Belt and Road Initia­
tive, which is aimed at improving commu­
nication infrastructure between Asia, 
Africa and Europe. The Middle East coun­
tries have signed many agreements and 
memorandums under the initiative’s frame­
work, because they want to become impor­
tant regional and global strategic, logistical 
and economic centers.

Perhaps the volume of trade between 
China and the Middle East countries, which 
reached $507.15 billion in 2022, reflects the 
interest of the region for China’s initiative. 
In fact, China has established strategic 
partnerships in several fields with many 
Middle East countries in order to enhance 
mutual benefit.

To be precise, China has established com­
prehensive strategic partnerships or strate­
gic partnerships with 12 Arab countries, 
and signed cooperation agreements under

iddle East countries have 
always admired China’s eco­
nomic development and its 
successful transition from a

planned economy to a market economy 
while maintaining political stability, 
increasing its GDP manyfold, expanding its 
exports and attracting more and more for­
eign capital.

China’s rapid economic development lias 
influenced the agenda of economic refonns 
not only in Middle East countries but also 
in many developing countries because the 
conditions in China are similar to those in 
the rest of the developing world. 

The specificity of the Middle East in this 
context is clear given its historical ties with 
China through the ancient Silk Road. Since 
the beginning of the 1990s, the two sides 
have been making efforts to deepen eco­
nomic cooperation in light of their increas­
ing common interests and
interdependence. Especially, the rise of Chi­
na as a major economic power with 
increasing influence in the United Nations 
Security Council gave most Middle East 
countries hope that the country will sin­
cerely fulfill all its global responsibilities. 
After all, China upholds multipolarism and 
has been helping build a global community 
with a shared future.

In this context, the Belt and Road Initia­
tive put forward by President Xi Jinping in 
2013 is of great importance to the Middle 
East countries, especially to the Arab coun­
tries. Many countries in the region see the 
initiative a project that will define the new 
global balance of power, because it reflects 
a development strategy that links global 
trade networks across Asia, Africa and 
Europe.

The Middle East countries hope China 
will play a bigger role in global economic

The author is a professor in the Foreign 
Affairs Department of Qatar University. 
The views don’t necessarily represent those 
of China Daily.
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Different from Western 
path to modernization

The Chinese path to modernization is 
driven by a scientific theoretical framework, 
opening up new frontiers for the develop­
ment of scientific socialism. Since the 18th 
National Congress of the Communist Party 
of China in November 2012, the Party lias 
successfully promoted and expanded the 
Chinese path to modernization process, and 
constructed a clear, scientific and feasible 
theoretical system for the country’s mod­
ernization.

The Chinese path to modernization inte­
grates Marxism with the civilization and 
traditions of the Chinese nation, while 
drawing on the achievements and experien­
ces of other countries in this field. It is the 
product of the combination of socialist the­
ory and the Chinese path to modernization 
practice aimed at organically integrating 
traditional culture with modern practices. 
This shows the Party has developed a com­
plete understanding of scientific socialism, 
and its theoretical innovation has entered a 
new realm.

The CPC Central Committee General Sec­
retary Xi Jinping has said the Chinese path 
to modernization embodies the advanced 
nature of scientific socialism. This means 
that the Chinese path to modernization 
emphasizes the coordinated realization of 
common prosperity, promotes comprehen­
sive human development and social 
progress, balances material and cultural- 
ethical progress, and features a harmonious 
coexistence between humanity and nature. 

In contrast to the Western path of mod­
ernization, which is centered on capital, the 
Chinese path to modernization is aimed at 
promoting the development of the theory of 
scientific socialism. The Chinese path to 
modernization process reveals the diverse 
possibilities of human society in exploring 
modernization. It provides Chinese solu­
tions to the challenges faced by the world
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Mutual learning and 
cultural exchanges

The Chinese path to modernization advo­
cates cultural exchanges and mutual learn­
ing. Civilizations thrive because of diversity, 
communication and mutual learning. Chi­
na’s theory of modernization respects the 
civilizational diversity and the achieve­
ments made by other civilizations. It also 
promotes cultural exchanges that transcend 
cultural barriers, mutual learning overcom­
ing cultural differences, and inclusiveness 
beyond claims of cultural superiority. 

On March 15, Xi Jinping proposed the 
Global Civilization Initiative during the CPC 
in Dialogue with World Political Parties 
High-level Meeting. The initiative offers 
Chinese solutions to problems obstructing 
social modernization, in order' to foster the 
prosperity of other civilizations. Civiliza­
tion, after all, is about harmonious 
progress, not conflict and containment.

In advancing its modernization process, 
China has continuously strengthened the 
bond of friendship among peoples, promot­
ed connectivity through the Belt and Road 
Initiative, established partnerships among 
theaters, museums and art galleries along 
the Silk Road, and built networks of cooper­
ation in education, healthcare, sports, tour­
ism and other sectors. As a matter of fact, 
China is striving to boost cultural 
exchanges and connectivity among coun­
tries, while promoting the concept of “beau­
ty in diversity’:

Upholding global peace and develop­
ment, China has been promoting the devel­
opment of civilizations across the world. 

This year marks the 10 th anniversary of 
Xi Jinping’s proposal to help build a com­
munity with a shared future for mankind, 
which reflects China’s concern for the desti­
ny of humankind, as well as its profound 
understanding of the trends of the times. It 
reflects the commitment and actions of the 
Party, which has been promoting the 
progress of humanity and global unity. 

Through its modernization process, Chi­
na has been exploring the scientific laws 
and promoting the construction of a com­
munity with a shared future for mankind. 
This has endowed the Chinese path to mod­
ernization with a noble mission of restoring 
peace and promoting development across 
the world.

China has been promoting the common 
values of peace, development, fairness, jus­
tice, democracy and freedom for all. And 
while advancing its own development, Chi­
na remains committed to safeguarding 
global peace and development.
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The Chinese path to mod­
ernization advocates cultur­
al exchanges and mutual 
learning. Civilizations thrive 
because of diversity, com­
munication and mutual 
learning. China’s theory of 
modernization respects the 
civilizational diversity and 
the achievements made by 
other civilizations.

Arab countries support the 
strengthening of trade 
relations with developing 
countries, especially China, 
not least because they want 
to transform into important 
regional and global strategic 
and economic centers. And 
they know the Belt and Road 
Initiative can help them do so.
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complete independence on the world 
stage, they have been, to a great extent, 
subject to Washington’s attitude, especial­
ly on major strategic and security issues. 
Therefore, the US factor has always been 
a crucial factor in China-EU relations. 
Over the past few years, following a 
decline in its hegemonic status, the US 
has been implementing a comprehensive 
containment strategy toward China out 
of anxiety. It is also doubling down efforts 
to pressurize European countries to be its 
accomplice in containing China’s devel­
opment. As a result, the US’ shadow in 
China-EU relations is getting larger and 
larger.

In the meantime, the US has further 
tightened its control over Europe in 
defense and energy areas through the 
Ukraine conflict. Some European coun­
tries, especially those in Central and East­
ern Europe and North Europe, have 
growing doubts toward strategy autono-

interests. The combined economic aggre­
gate of China and the EU accounts for 
one-third of the world economy, making 
them two major markets for common 
development. China and the EU are 
closely tied in economy with mutually 
beneficial cooperation that not only bene­
fits the two peoples, but also provides a 
stellar example of economic exchanges 
between world economies. In the years to 
come, the two sides have greater respon­
sibility to maintain the openness of the 
world economy.

China and Europe stand as two major 
civilizations advancing human progress, 
both with long-standing historical and 
cultural traditions. The two sides are 
both making earnest efforts to improve 
global governance and have some similar 
propositions that create room for cooper­
ation; closer bilateral ties could advance 
bilateral cooperation in global govern­
ance. They should jointly uphold the 
authority of the United Nations, maintain 
the normal functioning of multilateral 
organizations including the World Trade 
Organization, and oppose such hegemon­
ic practices as marginalizing multilateral 
organizations and getting unilateralism 
into full swing.

That said, certain issues have restricted 
the breadth and depth of China-Europe 
cooperation. Bilateral cooperation in a 
new era is faced with new requirements 
and new opportunities. 

The first requirement is to transcend 
ideological differences.

There are no fundamental strategic dif­
ferences or conflicts between China and 
the EU. The so-called values issue is one of 
the major causes for bilateral divergences 
and contradictions and the biggest stum­
bling block to bilateral cooperation. In
2019, the EU put forth the idea of dealing 
with China simultaneously as a partner for 
cooperation and negotiation, an economic 
competitor and a systemic rival. Over the

past three years, the EU’s triple positioning 
for China is gradually sliding toward the 
last two or even die last positioning — a 
systemic rival — thus politicizing its China 
policies and greatly undermining the 
potential of bilateral cooperation. Such a 
development trend is detrimental to their 
respective development and world peace 
and development. Only when the EU rises 
above ideological antagonism and tran­
scends ideological divergences can China- 
EU mutual trust be fundamentally 
strengthened and mutual beneficial coop­
eration be deepened.

The second one is to abandon the zero­
sum mentality.

Economic cooperation is the bedrock 
and the most dynamic part of China-EU 
ties, with decades-long development 
bringing concrete benefits to both sides. 
China-EU trade exceeded $840 billion in 
2022, hitting a new record high. 

However, in recent years, the EU is 
increasingly viewing China-EU economic 
relations from the perspectives of values 
and competition. The EU has started to 
take mutually beneficial economic coop­
eration as a battle that one side wins and 
the other side must lose, changing its 
China policy from promoting bilateral 
relations to setting up barriers to impede 
the sound growth of bilateral ties. 

Mutual interdependence in stable Chi- 
na-EU relations is very normal and fairly 
beneficial for both sides against the back- 
drop of economic globalization. China 
was not, is not, and will never be a threat 
to the European economy. We sincerely 
hope that the EU can transcend the com­
petition trap and embrace pragmatic 
cooperation.

The third one is to get rid of the inertia 
of its strategic dependence on the United 
States.

For a long time, the EU and European 
countries have been relying heavily on 
the US for defense and security. Without

realized, and the marketization, rale of law, 
and internationalization of the business 
environment still need to be improved. To 
achieve high-level opening-up, it is necessa­
ry to further deepen the reform of institu­
tional mechanisms, especially by aligning 
with international high standards to estab­
lish and improve an institutional system 
that truly allows the market to play a deci­
sive role in resource allocation and the gov­
ernment to play a better role from the 
perspectives of government, enterprises, 
and the market.

Second, China’s domestic market has a 
huge advantage in scale, but its expansion 
still faces many problems. Due to local pro­
tectionism and market segmentation, there 
are problems of slow flow and low alloca­
tion efficiency of various factor resources. 
Also, for a long time, there were no unified 
market system and rules in China. For 
these reasons, China should vigorously car­
ry out comprehensive reform of market-ori­
ented allocation of factors in urban 
agglomerations and metropolitan areas 
with urgent reform needs, good foundation

hina and Europe are expecting a 
warmer relationship amid fre­
quent high-level interactions, 
including the visits to China by 

French President Emmanuel Macron and 
European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen, and strengthening mutual 
trust and cooperation with China has 
become all the more important. 

In a world with a growing peace defi­
cit, both China and Europe deeply cher­
ish peace. China’s development path and 
European integration both require world 
peace, making the two natural partners 
for safeguarding world peace. No coun­
try can thrive in isolation in an increas­
ingly turbulent world; countries have to 
stick together to oppose hegemonic, 
domineering and bullying practices. Chi­
na and Europe must, therefore, work 
together to safeguard world peace. In 
April 2022, President Xi Jinping pro­
posed the Global Security Initiative as a 
way to uphold “common, comprehensive, 
cooperative and sustainable security” for 
jointly holding world peace and security. 
Europe is also considering a new Europe­
an security order in the wake of the Rus­
sia-Ukraine conflict. This provides a 
good foundation for China-Europe dia­
logue and cooperation in the field of 
security.

If every country in the world builds 
“small yards with high fences” and fights 
its own battle by hiding behind the sus­
pension bridge, the world economy has 
no chance of restoring growth, but could 
slide into a recession or even the abyss of 
a great depression.

Both China and the European Union 
are open economies that benefit tremen­
dously from economic globalization. 
Without an open and predictable world 
economic environment, the development 
of both sides would encounter great diffi­
culties — anti-globalization and deglobal­
ization serve neither China nor the EU’s

my and are unwilling to displease the US, 
further impeding the process of achiev­
ing the EU’s strategic autonomy. Current­
ly, some European countries, including 
France, have not given up their efforts at 
pursuing strategic autonomy. French 
President Macron recently reiterated that 
France and Europe must not be US vas­
sals. China-EU relations are not targeted 
at a third party. But to get rid of the US’ 
controls, the EU must truly implement its 
stated policy of “strategic autonomy” and 
completely abandon the myth of depend­
ency on the US.

Zhang Ming is the deputy director of the 
Institute of Finance and Banking at the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and the 
deputy director of the National Institution 
for Finance and Development Zhang Zhe is 
a PhD candidate at the School of Interna­
tional Politics and Economics at the Univer­
sity of the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences. The authors contributed this arti­
cle to China Watch, a think tank powered 
by China Daily. The views do not necessari­
ly reflect those of China Daily.

The author is the assistant president of the 
China Institutes of Contemporary Interna­
tional Relations and the director of the 
CICIR Institute of European Studies. The 
author contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by China Dai­
ly. The views do not necessarily reflect those
of China Daily.

World Trade Organization reform and 
advancing the resumption of the WTO 
Appellate Body’s operation. China also 
needs to further improve the new interna­
tional multilateral cooperation mechanism 
led byemerging market countries. It should 
actively implement the Belt and Road Initi­
ative, the Regional Comprehensive Eco­
nomic Partnership Agreement, and co­
build the Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank, New Development Bank, and the Silk 
Road Fund.

Fifth, China should steadily expand 
institutional opening-up in areas such as 
rales, regulations, management and stan­
dards. On the one hand, China should car­
ry out the bringing-in strategy by closely 
tracking the evolution of high-standard 
international economic and trade rales, 
and actively align with those higher stan­
dards and higher-level rales. On the other 
hand, China should accelerate the pace of 
its standards going global, promote its 
own advantageous rales worldwide in are­
as such as high-speed rail and digital 
trade, and help formulate international 
rules. It is equally essential to deepen 
international cooperation on standardiza­
tion, speed up the compatibility between 
Chinese and international standard sys­
tems, and boost the coordinated develop­
ment of domestic and international 
standardization.

Sixth, China should optimize the layout 
of domestic opening-up regionally. Region­
al opening-up will be a strong foothold for 
China’s high-level opening-up. First of all, 
the leading status of eastern coastal areas 
in China’s opening-up layout should be 
further consolidated. Second, the opening- 
up in the central, western, and northeast­
ern regions should be enhanced. To 
accelerate the pace of opening-up in these 
regions, the high-quality development of 
key border ports, border cities, and border 
economic cooperation zones should be fur­
ther promoted and the layout of key bor­
der development and opening-up pilot 
zones, border economic cooperation zones, 
and cross-border economic cooperation 
zones should be optimized, so as to better 
play the role of internal and external con­
nectivity of key ports and border cities. In 
addition, the New International Land-Sea

China-Europe relations do not target a third party, but to get rid of US 
controls, the EU should implement its stated policy of ‘strategic 
autonomy’ by completely abandoning the myth of dependency on the US
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for reform and great development poten­
tial. The pilot projects may involve ele­
ments such as land, labor, capital, 
technology, data, and environment It is 
also necessary to establish and improve 
unified systems for property rights protec­
tion, market access, market supervision, 
fair competition, and social credit nation­
wide.

Third, one way to get rid of the con­
straints imposed by Western countries on 
China’s scientific and technological 
progress is to strengthen strategic determi­
nation, adhere to the national strategic goal 
orientation, and clarify the main tasks and 
breakthroughs for core technological inno­
vations. The other way is to give play to the 
market, strengthen the dominant position 
of enterprises in technological innovation, 
efficiently allocate scientific and technolog­
ical forces and innovation resources, and 
strengthen cross-domain and interdisci­
plinary efforts in research.

Fourth, China should continue to play 
the role of a flag bearer in promoting glo­
balization, such as actively participating in

ince the United Kingdom’s Brexit 
referendum, Donald TYump becom­
ing US president in 2016 and the 
United States provoking a trade

war against China in 2018, the world has 
entered a new round of transformation. 
The profound changes in the domestic and 
international environment have brought a 
series of new challenges for China’s high- 
level opening-up. External challenges 
mainly include prominent anti-globaliza- 
tion trends, rising international geopoliti­
cal conflicts, and intensifying economic 
and trade frictions between China and the 
US. Internal ones mainly include a raft of 
challenges such as insufficient institution­
al openness and imbalanced development 
in the eastern, central and western 
regions.

In order to cope with the challenges, Chi­
na has proposed to establish a new devel­
opment paradigm which focuses on the 
domestic economy while stressing a posi­
tive interplay between domestic and inter­
national economic circulations. The Report 
to the 20th National Congress of the Com­
munist Party of China proposed that ‘We 
will leverage the strengths of China’s enor­
mous market, attract global resources and 
production factors with our strong domes­
tic economy, and amplify the interplay 
between domestic and international mar­
kets and resources” This statement signi­
fies that China’s development strategy will 
shift from “promoting domestic develop­
ment through international means” to 
“promoting external development for inter­
nal growth” and from “promoting reform 
through opening-up” to “promoting open- 
ing-up through reform” 

The following seven aspects can help 
China better coordinate reform and open- 
ing-up to achieve high-level opening-up. 

First, the high-quality economic develop­
ment has put forward higher requirements 
for improving the socialist market economy 
system, and for creating a more market-ori­
ented, legal, and international business 
environment. However, there is still a gap 
between the transformation of government 
functions and the requirements of high- 
quality economic growth. The goal of allow­
ing the market to play a decisive role in 
resource allocation has not yet been fully
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Trade Corridor connects the Silk Road 
Economic Belt to the north with the 21st 
Century Maritime Silk Road to the south, 
helping upgrade infrastructure in the pro­
vincial-level regions of western China and 
facilitating their integration into the glob­
al cargo transportation system, thus help­
ing them form a new pattern of opening- 
up.

Seventh, the Chinese government should 
steadily and continuously promote the 
internationalization of the renminbi based 
on its deep participation in the global 
industrial division of labor and coopera­
tion, and pay more attention to qualify' 
rather than speed. To do so, efforts should 
be made in the following aspects: First, 
China needs to continue to optimize its 
institutional design, policy support, and 
market cultivation, strengthen the coordi­
nation of domestic and foreign currency 
policies, and encourage market entities to 
more conveniently use the renminbi for 
pricing and settlement in international 
trade and investment. Second, the renmin­
bi liquidity supply mechanism should be 
continuously improved and innovated, and 
deep cooperation between the offshore and 
onshore markets of the renminbi should 
also be intensified. The third is to continu­
ously optimize the layout of renminbi­
clearing banks, deepen bilateral monetary 
cooperation, and better cultivate the off­
shore renminbi market Finally, while pro­
moting the internationalization of the 
renminbi, attention should also be paid to 
maintaining financial security and prevent­
ing systemic financial crises. China still 
needs to adhere to the principle of making 
gradual and controllable progress in terms 
of capital account opening.
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Given the global challenges, China must let its market play a more decisive role in resource allocation, 
remove local protectionism and promote globalization and the renminbi’s internationalization
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Keying into success
Piano festival, to be launched by Tianjin Juilliard, will give young performers an exciting platform, Chen Nan reports.
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NCUK to further support Chinese students studying abroad

International Business
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Zhang says. “This way, they have been 
adapting quickly to study abroad.”

Beijing No 35 High School has 
worked with NCUK for nearly 11 
years. The school currently has 
about 20 students under the pro­
gram and 17 NCUK-accredited fac­
ulty members, according to Wu Hao, 
head of the high school’s interna­
tional department.

“The students must have self-dis­
cipline because there are many are­
as of self-directed learning and they 
need to manage their time well. If 
they prepare themselves mentally 
before entering the program, they 
will smoothly follow on the right 
path,” Wu says.

The students receive cross-disci­
plinary training under the program. 

“No one will babysit you and urge

School of the Beijing Foreign Stud­
ies University currently has approx­
imately 70 students under the 
NCUK program.

“In addition to academic classes, 
NCUK lias arranged programs on 
cross-cultural communication and 
learning methods such as time man­
agement, as well as how to write 
papers and search literature,” says 
Zhang Yanping, director of the 
international cooperation office of 
the BFSU’s business school, which 
has been working with the body 
since 2014. “They have been very 
helpful to our students.”

The domestic courses are close to 
those offered in UK universities, and 
in some cases, more difficult, and stu­
dents are evaluated the way they 
would be in universities abroad,

The Northern Consortium United 
Kingdom is seeking to promote 
cooperation between its member 
universities abroad and top Chinese 
universities to share high-quality 
education and provide more assist­
ance to Chinese students.

“We hope to generate more pro­
grams suitable for Chinese students 
through interschool exchanges to 
comprehensively improve students 
in all aspects,” said Stuart Smith, 
CEO of NCUK, at a partnership 
meeting in Beijing in late April.

NCUK specializes in offering sup­
port and services to international 
students through its network of 
leading universities.

More face-to-face student consulta­
tions and academic visits to China 
will be arranged by university part­
ners of NCUK, Smith says. “They will 
meet with students in person, and 
share their knowledge and expertise.” 

In addition, new accredited sub­
jects such as computer science will 
be introduced, which will allow stu­
dents to progress with degree cours­
es in artificial intelligence, robotics 
and cybersecurity.

“We also hope to expand our post­
graduate preparatory services to 
students who have graduated from 
undergraduate programs,” Smith 
adds.

For NCUK, China is one of the most 
important markets in the world, 
according to Smith.
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“About 40 percent of our students 
come from China, so we are very 
focused on providing support to 
Chinese students,” Smith says.

Since its inception, the body has 
helped more than 45,000 students 
to get into leading universities 
worldwide. It lias found that Chi­
nese students are “generally excel­
lent” especially in traditional 
subjects when they study abroad. 

“Our feedback suggests that 
NCUK students often encounter 
fewer problems when studying 
abroad. This feedback comes direct­
ly from the universities we partner 
with. So overall, it is a very positive 
academic and cultural experience 
for them,” Smith says.

He says that China’s higher educa­
tion market will be on the rebound
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Juilliard School, the Tianjin campus 
broke ground in 2017 and offers a 
US-accredited master’s degree from 
the Juilliard School. The Tianjin 
school’s graduate program opened in 
the fall of 2020 with the first batch of 
students.

Twelve international artists are 
scheduled to join the piano festival, 
including pianist Robert Levin, who is 
a professor emeritus of music at Har­
vard University, and Polish pianist Kat- 
arzyna Popowa-Zydro, who served as 
the chair of the jury for the 17th Inter­
national Fryderyk Chopin Piano Com­
petition in Warsaw.

“We have assembled the highest 
level of pedagogues and performers 
from around the world to provide fes­
tival participants with an exciting and 
inspiring educational experience this 
summer. The variety of musical activ­
ities and the unique opportunities 
will make this an enriching and 
unforgettable festival for all,” says 
Kaplinsky.

It will be the first time that Levin 
will visit the Chinese mainland, which 
is great news for Chinese piano stu­
dents, teachers and music lovers, 
Wang says. He met Levin at the 17th 
Arthur Rubinstein International 
Piano Master Competition, which was 
held in Tel Aviv from March 14 to April 
1, when Wang served as a jury member 
for the contest.

“He is a legendary pianist who is 
widely considered a leading Mozart 
authority, a scholar-performer with a 
particular focus on researching and 
performing works of the composer,” 
says Wang, adding that Levin will give 
lectures about Mozart’s concertos dur­
ing the Tianjin festival.

Performing guest artists at the festi­
val are Chinese pianist Chen Sa and 
Russian pianist Sofya Gulyak, the first 
woman to win the Leeds International 
Piano Competition in 2009. Wang wall 
also perform.

The Suzhou Symphony Orchestra 
will perform in the final gala that will 
be conducted by Chen Lin, the chair of 
the conducting department at the 
Central Conservatory of Music in Bei­
jing.

All 24 selected from the category of 
young artists, aged 7 to 28, will com­
pete in the festival’s concerto competi­
tion, and six winners will be selected 
to perform a full concerto with the 
Suzhou orchestra, conducted by Lai 
Jiajing.

All 48 participants in the junior cat­
egory, aged 7 to 18, will have one 
rehearsal with the Qing Xin Ensemble, 
also conducted by Lai, playing one 
movement of a concerto.

1

in the next five years.
‘We have seen that students have 

shown greater interest in evaluating 
education, not only in terms of 
expenditure, but also in their expecta­
tions for the final output, especially in 
terms of career- thinking,” Smith says. 

The students can first study in top 
Chinese senior middle schools or 
universities in collaboration with 
NCUK for one or two years before 
they transfer to leading universities 
in the UK, Australia, North America 
and New Zealand to obtain their 
bachelor’s degree.

“Students can be well-prepared in 
terms of both academic and social 
skills, and can better integrate into 
higher education in the UK,” Smith 

says.
The

Left: Students engage in discussions at an art class in a program by the Northern Consortium United Kingdom. Right: Stuart Smith (center), 
CEO of NCUK, with NCUK partners at a recent meeting in Beijing, photos provided to china daily

J

1

ft

ang Xiaohan, a veteran 
pianist and teacher at 
Tianjin Juilliard, says it 
takes courage to find 

one’s own voice when playing the 
piano.

Pianists should be able to bring crea­
tive ideas and approaches to the music 
they perform while staying loyal to the 
intentions of composers.

“Why does an audience pay for a 
ticket to watch a pianist’s perform­
ance? When you are seated in a con­
cert hall to witness a piano 
performance, the fulfilling and heart­
warming experience is a great feeling. 
The pianist is skilled and the actual 
tune of the piece needs to be main­
tained and must reach the listeners 
ears. The pianist intrigues the audi­
ence with a playing style and creates a 
unique artistic presence and ambi­
ence,” says Wang, a prizewinner of 
international music competitions 
such as the ARD International Music 
Competition and the Van Cliburn 
International Piano Competition.

He now chairs pre-college piano 
studies at Tianjin Juilliard.

Wang looked for such qualities in 
pianists before he co-initiated the 
inauguralTianjin Juilliard Piano Festi­
val, which will be held in Binhai, a 
coastal area in Tianjin, where the 
school is located, from July 30 to Aug 
13. The festival, organized by the 
school, will have master classes, work­
shops, lectures, concerts and public 
events.

Applicants — young artists and jun­
ior participants — wall have the oppor­
tunity to perform concertos with 
orchestras and prominent conductors. 

Wang, along with Yoheved Kaplin­
sky, the well-knowoi pianist who is cur­
rently the chair of the piano 
department at the Juilliard School in 
New York, will serve as co-artistic 
director of the piano festival in Tianj in. 

“We have been discussing the idea of 
holding the piano festival for several 
years,” says He Wei, CEO and artistic 
director of Tianjin Juilliard. 

“Since we are music educators, our 
intention is to provide participants 
with invaluable experience, working 
alongside internationally renowned 
pianists and teachers.

“It’s our mission to develop talented 
young musicians as artist citizens and to 
bridge cultures through music,” He 
adds.

“Our school opened amid the COV- 
ID-19 pandemic. It lias been a long­
time wish for us to welcome people 
living in Binhai and outside the area to 
visit our campus and enjoy music. This 
piano festival will be a great celebra­
tion of music this summer.”

As the first overseas branch of the 
renowned New York-headquartered

you to finish your assignments, but 
you need to meet the deadline,” Wu 
adds.

The study-abroad market in Chi­
na is accelerating its recovery after 
COVID-19, as several educational 
institutions report a surge in inquir­
ies about learning opportunities in 
Australia, Canada, the UK, and the 
United States.

A report of the New Oriental Edu­
cation and Technology Group showed 
that its overseas test preparation and 
study-abroad consultation businesses 
increased by approximately 17 per­
cent and 14 percent respectively year- 
on-year in the second quarter of the 
fiscal year 2023.

According to the company EIC 
Education, its study-abroad consul­
tations increased by 45 percent in 
January and February compared to 
the same period in 2022, with 133 
percent increase for Australia, 110 
percent for Canada, and a 50 per­
cent increase for the UK and the 
US.

NCUK China director Feng Jiang- 
hua says the body will make more 
efforts to promote high-quality edu­
cation and satisfy Chinese students’ 
requirements.

“Their thirst for knowledge and 
curiosity about different education 
systems are the reasons behind this 
change,” Feng says about Chinese 
students. “We look forward to (help­
ing) more Chinese students enhance 
their all-round abilities on the basis 
of their high academic performance 
and become global talent.”

ByYANGFETYUE

yangjeiyue@chinadaily.cam.cn

£
It’s our mission to develop talented young musicians as artist citizens 

and to bridge cultures through music.”
He Wei, CEO and artistic director of Tianjin Juilliard

Top: Tianjin Juilliard Orchestra performs under the baton of conductor Chen Lin at the school's concert hall. Left: Yoheved Kaplinsky
gives a master class at the Tianjin school. Right: A student of Tianjin Juilliard takes class on campus, photos provided to china daily
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homework during winter vacation 
and rehearsed the wine service pro­
cess repeatedly before the finals. He 
also brought out some of his wine 
collection for the three budding 
experts to practice blind tasting.

Shi switched careers because he 
believed that there is a significant 
shortage of talented sommeliers in 
the Chinese market to meet 
demand. “I believe that being a 
teacher can make a better contribu­
tion to the industry,” he says.

Shi emphasizes that being a som­
melier is not a solo job, as somme­
liers need to collaborate with servers 
and chefs. Although the wine service 
part is often done alone, it’s essential 
to have strong teamwork skills. He 
believes that team competitions are 
an excellent opportunity for young 
practitioners to understand the 
importance of that.

Shi also believes that facing chal­
lenging situations, such as this com­
petition, can help young people 
prepare for future experiences in life 
and work. “It can teach them to stay 
calm and composed when they 
encounter similar situations in the 
future,” he says.

The trio’s success in the competi­
tion can also be attributed to the 
extensive preparation process they 
underwent prior to the event, 
according to Shi. He emphasizes 
that they were given ample notice, 
which allowed them to effectively 
manage their time and set achieva­
ble goals for each stage of their prep­
aration.

“Each year I teach hundreds of 
students, and only a few may end up 
working in the wine industry. But I 
hope at least they will learn some­
thing that can be useful in life, such 
as knowing how to select or taste 
wine,” the 38-year-old says.

Shi says that the team’s example 
can greatly stimulate students’ 
enthusiasm for learning in this area, 
as he notes that all of his freshman 
students recently have been very 
motivated and working hard to 
learn the wine-tasting course, and 
some are eager to sign up for the sec­
ond edition of the competition, 
which will be held in September.

Shi observes that, in recent years, 
there has been a surge in the num­
ber of bistros opening up in Beijing, 
which lias led to a high demand for 
sommeliers.

“Most of the sommeliers are 
trained from servers, which may not 
fill the gap in the supply of somme­
liers, and through this competition, 
more young people could be 
inspired to pursue this career path,” 
Shi says.

uang Nian’er, 22, and her 
two schoolmates, Jin 
Chenhao and Li Jingshi, 
have been practicing

dance and performing onstage since 
their freshman year in 2019. As they 
prepared to graduate from college 
this summer, they found themselves 
back onstage once again.

However, this time they were not 
dancing, but rather serving wine. 
Despite the change in their perform­
ance, their dedication and hard 
work did not waver.

The trio, who have named them­
selves “Huang Jin Li” after a combi­
nation of their last names, aced the 
contest, ultimately being named 
the winners of the first National 
Young Sommelier Service Skills 
Competition.

Their participation not only 
brought them victory, but also 
opened up a new career path. 
Despite majoring in hospitality man­
agement at Beijing Hospitality Insti­
tute, they now see the possibility of 
becoming sommeliers in the future. 

Huang recalls that, after the com­
petitionjury head, Lyu Yang, who is, 
himself, a Master Sommelier, shared 
his own stories with them. “Learn­
ing from his career experience, I 
have a clear understanding of this 
job, which used to be more of a con­
cept for me. His understanding of 
the service industry has made me 
think it’s a meaningful career,” 
Huang says.

Huang is set to begin her postgrad­
uate studies in the United Kingdom 
in September, and the competition 
has inspired her to delve deeper into 
the world of wine. Although her pre­
vious knowledge about the libation 
was mostly gained through her pre­
vious internships and preparation 
for the competition, the event has 
sparked her interest in learning sys­
tematically about wine.

Previously, both Huang and Jin 
had worked at bars in Beij ing, which 
gave them some exposure to the 
world of wine. However, the compe­
tition proved to be a turning point 
for both of them. In fact, Jin discov­
ered his interest in sommelier servi­
ces through the competition and is 
now actively seeking opportunities 
to join the field.

“Winning the competition was 
our goal, but we enjoyed the prepa­
ration process very much,” Jin says. 
“It’s a good memory for us, and for 
our four years of college study. We 
also forged a friendship during the 
competition.”

The National Young Sommelier 
Sendee Skills Competition opened 
registration at the end of last year, 
and it soon garnered significant 
attention from major universities 
throughout the country, despite

she felt most confused about her 
future career options.

“As a sommelier, when you recom­
mend a wine to pair with a dish the 
guests have ordered and, after tast­
ing the wine, they feel it’s a good 
match, you can tell the happiness 
and satisfaction from their language 
and gestures, which is quite 
straightforward, and brings me a 
sense of accomplishment,” she says. 

The 22-year-old recalls that, dur­
ing high school, she had the chance 
to spend the weekends in the library 
with scientists from the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, as she used to 
dream of being a scientist herself.

The experience made her realize 
that her real interest is communi­
cating with people, not lab tools, 
so she chose to study marketing in 
college.

The stage is another of her inter­
ests. Alongside dancing perform­
ances, she enjoys taking part in 
competitions. The wine service com­
petition has opened her eyes, help­
ing her realize that there are more 
certificates to gain and various com­
petitions to take part in.

‘The result is not the most impor­
tant thing, what I cherish is the 
immersive experience of the compe­
tition,” she says.

She believes that even failure can 
bring about valuable learning expe­
riences and, after each competition, 
she takes time to review her per­
formance and identify areas for 
improvement.

The team was tutored by Shi Shao- 
jie, a former sommelier who teaches 
about wine at Beijing Hospitality 
Institute. Shi taught a wine-tasting 
course in the freshman year, which 
sparked the interest of the trio in 
wine tasting and wine culture.

In preparation for the competi­
tion, Shi assigned them online

Shi Shaojie, a teacher at Beijing Hospitality Institute, gives a lecture 
on wine tasting, provided to china daily
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Clockwise from 

right: Li Jingshi 
(right), Huang 
Nian’er (second 
right) and Jin 
Chenhao (third 
right) celebrate 
winning the first 
National Young 
Sommelier Service 
Skills Competition 
with their tutor and 
schoolmates; Jin
practiceswine 
tasting; and he 
learns the art of 
wine service. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO 

CHINA DAILY

being the inaugural event
A total of 83 universities and 161 

teams, comprising 487 competitors, 
participated in the preliminary 
stage. Following two rounds of 
intense competition, the top 10 
teams were chosen to progress to 
the semifinals, and only three teams 
made it to the final round.

Both die semifinals and final were 
held at Beijing Hospitality Institute 
at die end of March. The final com­
petition consisted of six sections, 
including wine service, sales tech­
niques, wine tasting and analysis, 
and blind tasting. The wine service 
section needed to be done in 
English, which also included serving 
baijiu (white liquor) and huangjiu 
(yellow rice wine).

The team of three excelled in each 
section and impressed the judges 
with their knowledge of wine, ser­
vice experience and their fluent 
English, and won the championship 
as a result.

One of the judges, Dong Zhenxi- 
ang, the founder of the Peking roast 
duck restaurant chain Da Dong, 
praised the competition for its role 
in promoting the importance of 
sommeliers in the service industry'. 

He noted that, in the past, people 
tended to focus only on the taste of 
the wine, but in recent years, there 
has been a growing emphasis on 
refined dining and beverage service. 

‘This competition has played a 
significant role in demonstrating 
the importance of sommeliers, 
which can draw more attention 
from various sectors of the industiy 
toward young sommeliers and 
encourage more professionals to fill 
the talent gap in this industry?’ Dong 

says.
Li says the competition helped 

her to discover her future direction 
during her senior year, a time when

achievements collected and pre­
served in the National Archaeologi­
cal Museum of Athens, the 
archaeological sites of Terracotta 
Warriors, and a relevant cultural rel­
ics protection laboratory of China. 

With the help of digital technolo­
gies, visitors in Shougang Park in 
western Beijing can see the ancient 
warriors stand face-to-face with 
the statue of Kroisos Kouros, seem­
ingly engaging in a “dialogue” 
across time and space.

As China’s night economy con­
tinues to heat up, some museums 
extended their opening hours, and 
even remained open at night, dur­
ing the holiday.

Among them, more than 30 
museums in Beijing, such as the 
Capital Museum and China Rail­
way Museum, kept their doors 
open after hours. Many famous 
buildings in the city held related 
nighttime activities, allowing visi­
tors to appreciate their special 
beauty under the night sky.

From May 1-3, Beijing held a 
bazaar selling all kinds of cultural 
and creative products from over 40 
museums in the city, highlighting a 
collaboration between time-hon­
ored brands and new fashion forms. 

“Beijing is rich in museum 
resources, so I chose to visit the 
bazaar during the holiday with my 
classmates. I’ve collected multiple 
museum seals today. Each seal is a 
cultural imprint for me,” says Ma 
Hualin, a graduate student at Bei­
jing University of Chemical Tech­
nology, who visited the bazaar on 
Mayl.

One visitor, surnamed Zheng, 
traveled from South China’s 
metropolis of Guangzhou all the 
way to Beijing. After a one-day tour 
of the Civil Aviation Museum, 
Zheng took his family to the bazaar 
on May 1. Luckily, as part of an 
interactive on-site activity, he 
guessed correctly the name of an 
aircraft model on display, based on 
a vague description, winning a car­
toon postcard of the plane.

“My son likes to study all kinds of 
planes, so I took him to the bazaar, 
hoping to help broaden his hori­
zons,” Zheng says.

“Now, society pays great atten­
tion to museums, and the number 
of people who like to visit muse­
ums is expanding. People of differ­
ent ages visit museums for various 
reasons, such as to view exhibi­
tions, listen to lectures, participate 
in social and educational activities, 
or simply to just buy things,” says 
Gu Ying, deputy director with the 
White Pagoda Temple administra­
tive office.

“Museums are an important 
force to inspire wisdom for a better 
life, promote social well-being and 
build a sustainable future. Behind 
the cultural tourism craze is the 
public’s discovery and recognition 
of the historical and cultural value 
of the museums,” says Bai Chong, 
director of the museum division of 
Beijing municipal bureau of cul­
tural heritage.

During this year’s May Day holi­
day, more and more Chinese tour­
ists are adding destinations such as 
museums and art galleries to their 
itinerary, suggesting an upward 
trend in China’s domestic cultural 
tourism sector.

Among the country’s traditional 
culture fanatics is a woman sur­
named Dong. She was in charge of 
arranging her family’s tour from 
Langfang, Noith China’s Hebei 
province, to Beijing during the five- 
day holiday. The tour’s highlights 
included the signature visit to the 
Palace Museum dressed in ancient 
costume and seeing the treasures 
at the National Museum of China. 

On the last day of the May Day 
holiday, Dong took her child to a 
niche museum in the eastern sub­
urbs — the exhibition hall of China 
Railway Museum.

They took photos on the station 
platforms and with all kinds of 
locomotives, and her child enjoyed 
a ride on a small steam train while 
learning more about the history of 
China’s railway development. 
Clutching his favorite toy, a train­
like Transformer robot, the young 
boy had a great time before, even­
tually, it was time to depart for 
their journey home.

As the first May Day holiday since 
the countiy optimized its COVID- 
19 pandemic response measures, 
cultural tourist attractions, espe­
cially museums and art galleries, 
have become a hot new trend.

Local residents and tourists 
from afar shuttled between all 
kinds of museums, wandering 
around various exhibitions, busy 
viewing rarities from all over the 
world and experiencing tangible 
and intangible cultural exchanges, 
both ancient and modern, between 
home and abroad.

Data collected by multiple muse­
ums show that the number of visi­
tors during the holiday rebounded 
to higher than that recorded pre- 
COVID during the same period in 
2019. On the first day of the May 
Day holiday, the top 10 scenic spots 
in Beijing in terms of visitor num­
bers included several cultural tour­
istattractions: Qjanmen Street, the 
Summer Palace, Nanluogu Xiang 
shopping alley, the Temple of 
Heaven, Beihai Park and Yuanmin- 
gyuan, or the Old Summer Palace. 

Cultural institutions were also a 
preferred choice for those seeking 
a relaxed and enjoyable holidaj' 
experience.

During the recent holiday, 
museums and art galleries all over 
China teamed tip with foreign 
counterparts to make their exhib­
its more innovative and attractive, 
with an almost panoramic view of 
the worldwide cultural treasures 
on offer.

Digital technologies also helped 
to give visitors a more immersive 
experience, adding strong impe­
tus to the arts and culture craze in 
China.

A retrospective exhibition 
named Parallel Space — Meet the 
Terracotta Warriors in Greece digi­
tally presents the archaeological
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New competition seeks to inspire and nurture talented young 
sommeliers from across the country, Li Yingxue reports.
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Top: Tourists pose at the Temple of Heaven in Beijing during the 
May Day holiday. Above: Crowds of visitors at the Palace 
Museum in Beijing during the holiday. 
PHOTOS BY JU HUANZONG / XINHUA
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Golden girls enthrall the nation
Teenage sensations Quan Hongchan and Chen Yuxi continue stunning start to season
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China’s warriors on course for UFC showdown
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Chen Yuxi,
champion platform diver
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do with Yan, where she’s gonna go. 
But I’m definitely gonna look at Chi­
na...I’m looking at that right now,” 
White said at Saturday’s post-fight 
news conference.

If those comments weren’t prom­
ising enough, Yan told online show 
The MMA Hour that White strongly 
indicated to her that the fight will 
happen in China.

“I met Dana in the locker room 
after the fight, and he said let’s do it 
in China. ‘So if we can make the UFC 
China event happen, let’s do it,’ he 
said ...I think it’s possible, probably 
some point at the end of this year,” 
Yan said through an interpreter dur­
ing the interview.

Entering the main event on Satur­
day night as the division’s sixth-

By SHU FUTIAN
shifutian@chinadaily.com.cn

cuting my moves beautifully. As ath­
letes, we should always demand 
more of ourselves,” Chen Yuxi said 
after her victories in Xi’an.

“If we are not moving forward, 
that means we are moving back­
ward. In training we finesse the

with fans eagerly awaiting their 
future contests.

Complacency, it seems, will not be 
an issue for either diver.

“I’m not 100 percent satisfied with 
my performance. Irrespective of the 
gold medals, I care more about exe-

Quan Hongchan executes a routine on her way winning the women's 10m platform title during the second leg of the World Aquatics Diving 
World Cup in Montreal, Canada, on Sunday, getty images via afp

Rose Namajunas in April 2021, has 
yet to arrange a title defense. How­
ever, the UFC had earlier pitched 
another Brazilian, Amanda Lemos, 
as the next in line to challenge the 
32-year-old Chinese “Magnum”

Yan is confident she lias forced a 
change of heart over the challenger. 

“The UFC hasn’t announced any­
thing for Weili so I think they were 
waiting for this fight to see who 
deserves the title shot more, me or 
Lemos,” Yan said. “I think I did bet­
ter than her and I deserve the title 
shot more than her.”

Since Zhang’s first championship 
win in 2019, the Las Vegas-based 
UFC has been making steady 
inroads into the Chinese market. It 
opened its second Performance

For the first time in history, the 
world’s premier mixed martial arts 
promotion could be about to wit­
ness an all-Chinese world-title fight 

Following her ferocious first- 
round knockout over former divi­
sion champion Jessica Andrade, 
Chinese striker Yan Xiaonan has 
punched her way back into title con­
tention in the Ultimate Fighting 
Championship’s strawweight class, 
setting herself on a collision course 
to face compatriot and reigning 115- 
pound (52-kg) queen Zhang Weili. 

“I don’t know what the plan is on 
(Zhang) Weili’s side... but if they give 
me the chance, I can definitely fight 
for the belt, because when I step in 
the Octagon my only goal is the 
championship,” Yan said after her 
stoppage win over Brazil’s Andrade at 
UFC 288 in New Jersey on Saturday. 

“I hope Dana (White) can make 
this fight happen,” added the 
33-year-old, who unproved to an 8-2 
win-loss record since her UFC debut 
in November 2017.

Although nothing official has yet 
been discussed, it appears that UFC 
president White is open to the idea 
of a Yan-Zhang matchup, possibly in 
China.

A “Chinese derby” would be a 
highly lucrative option for the UFC, 
which last visited China in 2019 
with a Fight Night event, where 
Zhang dethroned Andrade to cap­
ture the belt for the first time in 
Shenzhen, Guangdong province. 

“I don’t know what we’re gonna

Chen Yuxi and Quan Hongchan perform en route to winning the 
women's 10m synchronized platform final at a Diving World Cup 
meet in Montreal on Saturday, ap

Quan Hongchan (right) and Chen Yuxi pose with their gold and 
silver medals respectively following Sunday’s women’s 10m plat­
form final in Montreal. AP

Song Yadong roared as he clenched 
both fists in front of the camera.

‘Van’s stronger and better in every 
regard to her (Andrade) now. Let’s 
go!” enthused Song, the current No 
7 contender at bantamweight and 
currently China’s best male hope for 
a UFC title fight.

By dominating one of the division’s 
former champions, Yan pocketed a 
$50,000 bonus from White for put­
ting on the “performance of the 
night” while further elevating her 
profile in a division currently con­
trolled by Zhang.

Since reclaiming the strawweight 
title from Carla Esparza with a sec­
ond-round submission in Novem­
ber, Zhang, who first wrested the 
belt from Andrade and then lost it to

hinese diving sensations 
Quan Hongchan and Chen 
Yuxi continued their near­
perfect form this season by

adding to their fast-growing collec­
tion of World Cup gold medals — 
boosting their already massive pro­
file back home in the process.

The pair last week stormed to the 
women’s 10m synchronized title at 
the second stop of the World Aquat­
ics Diving World Cup, in Montreal, 
Canada, with an astonishing score 
of 378.60 — a whopping 62 points 
ahead of second-placed Lois Toul- 
son and Andrea Spendolini Sirieix 
of Britain.

In the women’s 10m platform, 
Quan pocketed gold (458.20) ahead 
of Chen Yuxi (438.90), with their 
Montreal medal haul quickly 
becoming trending topics on Chi­
nese social media. The hashtags 
“Quan Hongchan and Chen Yuxi 
win gold” and “Quan Hongchan 
wins with huge margin" attracted a 
combined 100 million-plus views on 
Weibo.

“I actually did not care too much 
about my scores. I just wanted to do 
my best here,” said 16-year-old 
Quan. “I just want to make sure I fin­
ish my training and don’t think too 
much about other things.”

Quan and Chen Yuxi’s stunning 
performances capped a dominant 
weekend for Team China, who 
swept the nine gold medals on offer 
to easily top the medal table.

Chen Yiwen was another double 
champion in Montreal — winning 
the women’s 3m springboard and, 
along with Chang Yani, the women’s 
3m synchronized.

Olympic champion Wang Zon- 
gyun paired with Long Daoyi to wdn 
the men’s 3m synchronized, while 
Wang also triumphed in the men’s 
3m springboard.

Yang Hao was the runaway victor 
in the men’s 10m platform, over 66 
points ahead of second-placed Riku- 
to Tamai of Japan. Yang teamed 
with Lian Junjie to win the men’s 
10m synchronized competition.

Team China also emerged victori­
ous in the 3 m and 10m mixed team 
event.

The Montreal meet mirrored last 
month’s opening leg of the World 
Cup series in Xi’an, Shaanxi prov­
ince, where China also claimed all 
nine golds and Quan and Chen Yuxi

ranked contender, Yan took less 
than three minutes to prove that 
she’s more of a threat than her rank­
ing would suggest

After opening the bout with a few 
botched attacks, Andrade, a wres­
tling specialist, upped her aggres­
sion with a flurry of hooks. 
However, she ran into a massive 
counter punch as Yan sent the Bra­
zilian crashing to the canvas.

Yan followed up with a few ham­
merfists before the referee stopped 
the fight at the 2:20 mark.

The victory, the first KO of Yan’s 
career in the Octagon, triggered a 
rousing reaction from her fellow 
Chinese fighters who were watching 
the action on TV.

“I told you!” UFC bantamweight

details, and we still have a number 
of little errors to fix.”

The two teenagers are showing 
commendable maturity to deal with 
the paradox of being both rivals and 
partners in competition.

A touching moment captured by

Institute in Shanghai in the same 
year and has developed a competi­
tive roster of local fighters, led by 
Zhang and Yan in the women’s 
ranks and Song on the men’s side.

A showdown between China’s two 
best fighters in the post-pandemic 
era would be a blockbuster bout for 
MMA, Yan reckoned.

“It’s going to be a historic 
moment. Nothing is going to be big­
ger than that, if me and Weili fight 
for the title in China. Right now, 
Weili is the only UFC champion 
from Asia, so if me and her, both 
fighters from Asia, fight for the UFC 
championship, it means we repre­
sent the highest level of this sport 
and we would also show the world 
the development of MMA in Asia.”

enjoyed another huge winning mar­
gin of over 60 points (373.20).

In Xi’an, however, Chen Yuxi 
(431.20) edged Quan (423.50) to 
gold in the 10m platform.

The two have quickly established 
themselves as the stars of the series,

the TV cameras during the national 
diving championships in March in 
Shanghai illuminated their close 
bond. After an error cost Quan her 
chance of 10m platform gold, Chen 
Yuxi gave her sobbing teammate tis­
sues to wipe away the tears.

Quan later revealed that Chen 
Yuxi continued to console her over 
dinner in the canteen that evening. 

“We can all make mistakes in 
competition, and that’s not always a 
bad thing. I just hope Quan will 
bounce back in future competi­
tions,” said Chen Yuxi.

“We are lucky to have this 
healthy competition between us. 
We help each other and we improve 
together. That’s die reason for our 
victories. Without each other, it 
would be more difficult for us to 
improve and we would never reach 
this level.”

Quan and Chen Yuxi shot to star­
dom at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021 
when Quan led the way in a Chinese 
1-2 in the 10m platform. As well as 
their exceptional athletic feats, the 
teenagers’ endearing interviews in 
front of the cameras ensured they 
became household names.

Their popularity continues to 
soar as they embrace their new­
found status as role models.

A recent Xinhua commentary 
summed up their phenomenal 
appeal: “Throughout the history of 
the Chinese diving team, there have 
been many inspirational stories and 
moments. Now for Quan Hongchan 
and Chen Yuxi, they are the closest 
of teammates and toughest of 
rivals.”

Yan Xiaonan,
on potentially facing compatriot
Zhang Weili in a world-title fight

KU

By SUN XIAOCHEN
sunmaochen@chinadaily.com.cn

As athletes, we 
should always 
demand more of 
ourselves. If we are 
not moving forward, 
that means we are 
moving backward. In 
training we finesse 
the details, and we 
still have a number of 
little errors to fix.”

I don’t know what the 
plan is on (Zhang)
Weili’s side... but if 
they give me the 
chance, I can 
definitely fight for the 
belt, because when I 
step in the Octagon 
my only goal is the 
championship.”

China’s Yan Xiaonan celebrates defeating Brazil’s Jessica Andrade in their women's strawweight bout at UFC 288 in Newark, New Jersey,
on Saturday. Yan stopped Andrade (right) in the first round and could next face compatriot Zhang Weili in a world-title fight, ap
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