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Millions welcome Ya Ya as Evacuation from Sudan
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Argentina to use renminbi
for imports from ChinaSee Panda, page 3

Credibility of currency bolstered in the South American country
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government requested that the 
international community offer 
medical aid to its citizens. China 
responded immediately in 1963 by 
sending its first medical team to 
the North African country, mark­
ing the genesis of it providing 
medical aid to other countries. 

As Chinese and African diplo­
matic relations continued to 
flourish, more medical teams 
were sent to provide additional 
personnel to understaffed hospi­
tals and clinics in Africa. 

Consequently, when the Ebola 
outbreak struck West Africa in 
2014, Chinese medical teams 
were instrumental in the fight 
against the disease. Similarly, in 
boosting its COVID-19 aid 
efforts in Africa, China sent 
medical teams to various Afri­
can countries to help fight the 
pandemic. Since 1963, various 
reports indicate that China has

Argentina has decided to shift 
from the US dollar to the renminbi 
for all settlements of imports from 
China, a win-win development that 
will help Argentina strengthen its 
foreign exchange reserves and boost 
the renminbi’s global profile, experts 
said on Thursday.

Starting from May, Argentina’s 
imports from China will all be settled 
in renminbi, instead of the US dollar, 
said a statement published on Thurs­
day by the official WeChat account of 
China’s embassy in Argentina.

This will help Argentina bolster its 
foreign exchange reserves, maintain 
its scale of imports and facilitate

Sino-African healthcare diplo­
macy in the past six decades has 
been remarkably inspiring. Africa, 
through China’s support, has 
defied the doom and gloom that 
have characterized its healthcare 
system as the globe’s weakest link 
in the fight against communicable 
and noncommunicable diseases. 

With no conditions attached, 
China’s bilateral and multilateral 
healthcare assistance to Africa 
has been established on die prin­
ciple of equality and mutual bene­
fit. This open and inclusive 
attitude from China has support­
ed African countries in respond­
ing effectively to various 
epidemics including Ebola and 
COVID-19.

The strategic diplomacy and 
policy approaches in providing 
shared prosperity in the China-Af­
rica community of health for the 
past six decades are anchored on 
several factors.

The first is Chinese medical 
teams. After the attainment of self­
rule for most African countries, 
Africa needed to develop its rav­
aged healthcare system. When the 
French medical team withdrew its 
services in Algeria in 1962, the

After 20 years away, giant panda 
Ya Ya touched down on home soil 
on Thursday to a warm welcome 
and an outpouring of affection 
from millions of her fans online 
and some in person.

Ya Ya arrived at Shanghai Pudong 
International Airport in the after­
noon after a 16-hour special FedEx 
flight from Memphis, Tennessee, in 
die United States.

Her Chinese fens said they were 
eager to see Ya Ya in good health and 
living the rest of her life “at home”

Waving at Ya Ya’s aircraft before 
it landed in Shanghai, local resi­
dent Cheng Bei said: “We all hope 
that either now or in the future, 
either at home or abroad, giant 
pandas can receive love and 
respect from the whole world. I 
hope that Ya Ya can recover soon 
and wish her a long life.”

The Sina Weibo hashtag “Ya Ya lias 
landed in Shanghai” was viewed 430 
million times as of Thursday evening. 

Top comments included “After 20 
years, our baby finally came back” 
and “I was moved to tears by her 
return”

Ya Ya is hugely popular in China, 
but animal experts said fens had to 
wait to view the giant panda, as she 
needs time to adapt to her new living 
environment

At age 23, the equivalent of about 
80 human years, Ya Ya lias entered old 
age, they said.

Born at the BeijingZoo, Ya Ya was 
taken to the Memphis Zoo in Ten­
nessee in 2003 for a joint research

Serbian rail travel much faster
now, thanks to Chinese expertise

By LI HONGYANG
lihongyang@chinadailycom.cn

CPC — will help the Party identify 
and solve problems hampering 
high-quality development in the 
new era.

President Xi Jinping conducted 
a four-day inspection trip to 
Guangdong province, long consid­
ered a pace setter for the country’s 
reform and opening-up, from April 
10 to 13.

On this trip, Xi, also general sec­
retary of the CPC Central Commit­
tee and chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, set a new 
goal for the province — to be a trail­
blazer for the Chinese path to mod­
ernization.

Xi’s itinerary in the cities of 
Zhanjiang, Maoming and Guang­
zhou, the provincial capital, 
included visits to a port, a compa­
ny manufacturing new energy 
vehicles, and a village where 
lychees are grown, among other 
destinations.

For the focus of his research, he

saving US dollar reserves but also 
reducing the currency exchange 
risks feeing foreign trade companies 
and boosting the country’s trade 
growth, experts said.

‘For Argentina, whose currency 
has been plagued by strong volatility, 
switching to the renminbi to settle its 
trade with China — its second-big­
gest trading partner — is obviously 
making the (currency exchange) pro­
cess more cost-effective and shorten­
ing the trade cycle,” said Hong Hao, 
chief economist at GROW Invest­
ment Group.

The move also marks further 
progress in the internationalization 
of tiie renminbi, whose share of Chi­
na’s cross-border payments and 
receipts has surpassed the US dollar

hinese officials at different 
levels, including top leaders 
and ministers, have been 

engaged in extensive research and 
studies of various fields this year, 
which experts said will help the 
nation secure a good start to its 
new modernization drive.

The officials’ research tours 
included visits to shops, business 
areas and factories. They talked 
with domestic and foreign entre­
preneurs to understand their diffi­
culties, checked sewage discharge 
levels in rivers, and visited cam­
puses, nursing homes and commu­
nities to hear people’s concerns.

The fact-finding drive, launched 
by the Communist Party of China 
leadership last month, requires 
officials to get out of their offices to 
better understand situations on 
the ground, and to find solutions to 
pressing problems.

Experts said that carrying out 
research and studies in a down-to- 
earth manner — a long-cherished 
work method for the century-old
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bilateral trade with China, the state­
ment said, quoting Argentina’s Econ­
omy Minister Sergio Massa.

Around $790 million of monthly 
imports is expected to be paid in ren­
minbi, which will help reduce the 
demand for US dollar payments and 
have a positive impact on the coun­
try’s foreign exchange reserves, 
according to an Argentine govern­
ment statement

The move came as Argentina is 
suffering from currency deprecia­
tion amid strikingly high inflation. 
The International Monetary Fund 
forecasts that Argentina’s inflation 
rate will reach 98.6 percent this year. 

Using the renminbi in trade settle­
ments with China will help Argenti­
na stabilize its economy by not only

and conservation project, accord­
ing to the National Forestry and 
Grassland Administration.

Sun Quanhui, a scientist at World 
Animal Protection, said Ya Ya will 
have to adapt to a new living environ­
ment, which may take time, as she 
hadlivedabroadfor‘2Oyears. “During 
the time (of adapting), tourists should 
minimize her disturbance and breed­
ers need to provide her with nutri­
tious food and a suitable living 
environment to help her get accus­
tomed to the new environment as 
soon as possible,” he said.

Under China’s regulations, Ya Ya 
needs to be quarantined for 30 
days to confirm whether or not she 
has any unknown diseases or 
germs, he said.

Shanghai Zoo has set up a special 
quarantine area for Ya Ya that 
includes dwellings, sports areas and 
food-processing rooms. A large 
amount of bamboo and other food 
lias also been prepared. During the 
quarantine period, a team of panda 
experts from Beijing Zoo will be on 
standby 24 hours a day, according to 
the National Forestry and Grassland 
Administration.

After Ya Ya completes her quar­
antine, the panda will be moved to 
Beijing Zoo where living areas, 
medical services and food supplies 
have been prepared.

The Memphis Zoo announced in 
December that it would return Ya Ya. 
It hosted a farewell party' for the pan­
da on April 8, with hundreds of peo­
ple attending the event, Xinhua 
News Agency reported.

chose the western part of Guang­
dong, which is less developed than 
the Pearl River Delta, which is 
home to numerous manufacturers 
and high-tech companies.

“Chinese modernization is 
aimed at promoting common pros­
perity and addressing unbalanced 
development among regions,” he 
said, calling for adherence to the 
mass line and for people’s prob­
lems to be solved.

Xu Ping, a professor at the CPC 
Central Committee’s Party School, 
said that in embarking on a new 
journey of building modernization 
and realizing high-quality develop­
ment, China feces many new chal­
lenges, risks and various long­
standing problems.

By advancing the Party-wide 
campaign of in-depth research and 
studies in a solid and practical 
manner, officials can carry out fur­
ther research in light of new situa­
tions to better understand a 
changing China and a changing 
world, thus benefiting the nation’s 
development, Xu said.
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Giant panda Ya Ya rests at the Memphis Zoo in Tennessee, the Unit­
ed States, on Tuesday, before being flown back to China. Ya Ya 
arrived in Shanghai on Thursday after a 16-hour flight. The panda's 
return marks the end of a 20-year loan agreement with the US for a 
joint research and conservation project. Netizens earlier expressed 
concern for Ya Ya's health and commented online about her "emaci­
ated appearance", uu jie / xinhua

to reach 48 percent in March based 
on Bloomberg’s calculation, Hong 
said.

Liu Chunsheng, an associate pro­
fessor of international trade at the 
Central University of Finance and 
Economics, said the renminbi’s 
expanding use in Argentina will help 
strengthen the credibility of the Chi­
nese currency, which may encourage 
further global use of the renminbi

International use of the renminbi 
has gained traction this year, as the 
currency registered a record-high 
share in Russia’s currency trading in 
March, while China and Brazil have 
agreed to strengthen trade in local 
currencies.

Underpinning this trend is the 
renminbi’s value stability and the 
improved infrastructure for cross- 
border renminbi usage, Liu said, 
adding that drastic changes in US 
monetary policy have made more 
countries accelerate reducing their 
reliance on the greenback. “The ren­
minbi neither intends to nor is posi­
tioned to challenge the dollar’s 
dominance. Yet the world indeed 
needs a more diversified payment 
and settlement system to reduce 
risks given the current complex, 
unstable global environment.”
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Work will help nation make good start to new modernization drive, experts say

Profits at major industrial firms 
are declining at a slower pace 
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Sino-African cooperation on 
health more vital than ever

oin-depth

ROK president’s 
visit to the US 
aggravates risks

a

___ I
A Chinese navy official leads evacuees to a registration area at Port Sudan on Wednesday. The People’s Liberation Army Navy has sent vessels 
to Sudan to evacuate Chinese citizens as the security situation in the country worsens. Rescue operations have intensified in recent days after 
a 72-hour cease-fire took effect in the conflict-hit country on Tuesday. As of Wednesday night, nearly 700 Chinese and foreign nationals had 
been evacuated, tang siyu / for china daily See story, page 3

WORLDWATCH
By Dennis Munene

Due to the 
May Day 
holiday, 
China Daily 
will publish 
special holi­
day editions 
on May 1, 2 
and 3, and 
will resume 
normal 
publication 
on Thursday, 
May 4.
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became “tourism”, placing a huge burden at grassroots 
level, and even leading to corruption.

He praised last month’s work plan, which requires 
officials to adopt the “four no’s and two direct’s” in 
research. This means not sending notifications, not 
giving prior notice, not merely listening to reports, 
and not requiring receptions, but going directly to 
the grassroots and conducting research on-site.

When Xi worked in Zhengding, Hebei province, he 
conducted research without prior notification, and 
went directly to villages, factories and households. 

In September 2013, while taking part in a meeting 
of criticism and self-criticism of the standing com­
mittee of the Hebei provincial Party committee, Xi 
criticized the use of investigation and research as a 
showpiece.

He said that for some officials, investigation and 
research seemed to have another function — to let 
others know they were doing such work, that they 
were in touch with the masses, and that the original 
purpose of investigation and research became sec­
ondary or even unnecessary.

“If there were no journalists or cameras in sight, 
they would consider whether to take part in an activ­
ity, and even whether it had any meaning,” he added. 

Xu said officials should view themselves as pupils 
to listen to people’s needs, and learn from those who 
have the wisdom to solve their own problems, add­
ing that many of the solutions are practical and can 
be promoted nationwide.

He added that investigation work is a long and 
hard process, as Mao once said: “Investigation may 
be likened to the long months of pregnancy, and 
solving a problem to the date of birth. To investigate 
a problem is, indeed, to solve it.”

Xu added, “The standard for evaluating research is 
also simple — to see whether it solves the problem, 
whether the people are satisfied, or if it pushes for­
ward the cause of the Party and the nation.”

■
i

New focus
Zhang Lianqi, a member of the Standing Commit­

tee of the National Committee of the Chinese Peo­
ple’s Political Consultative Conference, said the 
world is undergoing profound changes unseen for a 
century, with rising uncertainties.

China’s reform, development and stability face 
many deep-seated problems that cannot be avoided. 
The risks, challenges and difficulties are more severe 
and complex than ever, he said.

“As a result, it is vital that we grasp the nature and law 
of tilings through investigation and research, and find 
ways and paths to solve problems,” he added.

Zhang said the work plan released by the General 
Office of the CPC Central Committee in March, days 
after the conclusion of this year’s two sessions, has 
strong relevance for research and study work, as it 
lists 12 aspects for main research.

The plan states that in-depth research and studies 
should be closely integrated with the central work of 
the Party and the requirements for decision-making. 
They should also help sound decisions to be made 
and improve the Party’s ability to govern and lead.

The plan covers key areas such as promoting self- 
reliance in science and technology, attracting and 
using foreign investment, ensuring food security, 
and defusing major financial risks.

Research should also target major problems that 
occur when reform and opening-up is deepened on 
all fronts, when advancing law-based governance, 
and when dealing with challenges in the ideological 
domain, the plan states.

It should aim to address problems of the greatest 
and most direct concern to people, such as employ­
ment, education, medical services and housing, as 
well as environmental protection, the plan adds.

It requires officials at county level and above to 
lead a research subject, list detailed solutions to 
problems that are found, do follow-up work, and 
revisit some areas to look at new problems.

Last month, Premier Li Qiang said at a meeting with

Over the past 100 years, Chinese Communists have 
formulated a basic ideological line of seeking truth 
from facts, Xu added.

Carrying out fact-driven research and studies is a 
cherished tradition for the Party, helping it achieve “suc­
cessive victories in different circumstances” he said.

History shows that by adhering to the ideological 
line and adopting the work method, the causes of the 
Party and nation proceed smoothly; otherwise, it is 
easy to encounter problems, Xu added.

Every generation of Chinese leaders has attached 
great importance to investigation and research, 
which was promoted by late Chairman Mao Zedong, 
the founding father of New China.

An expert and master of this method, Mao once 
said: “No investigation, no right to speak. Those who 
do leadership work must rely on their own personal 
investigation and research to solve problems. Today, 
we need to investigate, and in the future, our sons 
and grandsons will also need to conduct investiga­
tions in order to continually gain new knowledge 
and understanding of new things.”

Mao conducted or organized numerous in-depth 
investigations during China’s arduous revolutionary 
and construction period. He left behind a wealth of 
classic reports that he wrote himself, ranging from 
2,000 words to tens of thousands.

One well-known piece is “Report from Xunwu”, 
which comprises about 80,000 words, his longest 
such work. The report was based on a survey Mao 
carried out in 1930 of the people, economy, society 
and history of rural Xunwu county, Jiangxi province. 

As a leader of the Red Army, Mao asked its publicity 
team, “Did you do an investigation in Xunwu?” The team 
replied, “Yes, we did.” Mao then asked, “Tell me, which 
type of business is the most popular in Xunwu?” Several 
replies said, “Probably the tofu business!”

Mao next asked, “Which families in Xunwu make 
the best tofu?” This stumped everyone. He then pro­
vided the answers and the team later came up with 
the same result after carrying out an investigation. 

Through his investigations, Mao gained a clear 
understanding of local production output and the 
prices of various products, as well as the number and 
proportion of personnel in different industries. The 
investigation of rural China laid the foundation for 
his thought on choosing a revolutionary road of 
encircling the cities from the rural areas, and his 
idea of seeking truth from facts.

“This kind of in-depth and practical style is worth 
learning,” Xi said while referring to Mao’s investiga­
tion in Xunwu at the opening ceremony for the CPC 
Central Committee Party School in November 2011, 
when he served as the school’s president.

Xi said that when officials conduct investigations 
and research, they should go into the fields and fac­
tories, discuss problems with the masses, listen to 
them, sense their emotions and suffering, sum up 
their experiences, and draw on their wisdom.

“The social practice of the masses is the source of 
obtaining a correct understanding, and also the fun­
damental place to test and deepen our understand­
ing,” he said.

When Xi was Party chief of Ningde prefecture, Fujian 
province, he traveled to nine counties in his first three 
months in office. Later, he went to Xiadang township, 
becoming die first prefecture Party chief to visit the area, 
which is located deep in the mountains.

Xi once said a county Party chief should visit all 
the villages in the county, a city Party chief should 
visit all the townships, and a provincial Party chief 
should go to all the counties and cities.

Xu said, “No matter what position Xi has held, his 
first task is to carry out investigations and basically 
go everywhere within his jurisdiction.”

Thorough research and studies prompted Xi to 
come up with numerous policies that suit China’s 
situation, he said. For example, Xi put forward the 
concept of “targeted poverty alleviation” while visit­
ing the then-impoverished village of Shibadong dur­
ing an inspection of Hunan province in 2013.

i»
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reporters during the two sessions: “When you sit in die 
office, you see lots of problems. But when you reach out 
to the people, you see all kinds of solutions. After all, the 
brightest minds are among the people.”

He said the government will encourage officials at 
all levels to engage more with local communities to 
learn what the people need. It will also seek their 
opinions on the administration’s work.

Zhang, who is also vice-president of the China Tax­
ation Society, has been busy recently making investi­
gative trips nationwide, focusing on the real 
economy and digital industrialization.

As a veteran national political adviser, he spends 
half his time every year on front-line research orga­
nized by the CPPCC, government departments, or 
initiated by himself. He attends discussions and 
drafts proposals and suggestions.

Zhang’s trips have taken him to developed regions 
such as the Yangtze River Delta, which has already 
started to explore common prosperity, and also to 
less-developed central and western regions that face 
difficulties in industrial transformation.

“My credo is: Without research, there are no pro­
posals or suggestions,” he said, adding that the prin­
ciple of “problem-oriented” should be adopted, and 
both good and bad findings need to be reported.

Each year to help government decision-making, 
Zhang submits five proposals to the CPPCC National 
Committee based on his research. Many of his proposals 
have led to national policies being formulated.
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From top: Government officials and legisla­
tors carry out research at a job market in 
Qujing, Yunnan province, a home for the eld­
erly in Nantong, Jiangsu province, and a 
neighborhood committee in Shanghai. 
JIANG WENYAO. XU CONGJUN AND LIU YING / XINHUA

Practical style
Experts said caution should be adopted against 

formalism that is likely to occur during the nation­
wide campaign, and efforts should be made to 
ensure the work is carried out practically.

Xu said problems of formalism have been found in the 
past. For example, officials were taken to see sites careful­
ly arranged in advance, and some investigative trips 
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Chinese and foreign nationals escorted to safety in Saudi Arabia
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Tourists view a Terracotta Warrior at the Emperor Qinshi- 
huang's Mausoleum Site Museum in Xi'an, Shaanxi province, 
on Wednesday. The museum received more than 50,000 visits 
that day, ahead of the upcoming May Day holiday. 
LIU XIAO/XINHUA

Gao Erqiang in Shanghai
contributed to this story.

The author is executive director of 
the China-Africa Center at the 
Africa Policy Institute in Kenya. 
The views do not necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.

ByMAYZHOU in Houston 

mayzhou@chinadailyusa.com
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tration, security check and board­
ing. Armed commandos stood on 
alert on the site.

A Navy video clip showed sail­
ors of the Weishan Lake putting 
up banners on the port side, and 
one of these read: “Our ships are 
moving territories of China, and 
you will be home safe and sound 
as soon as you board them.”

Footage also showed that the 
guns onboard the Weishan Lake 
were loaded with real munitions. 

On Wednesday afternoon, bus­
es transporting the evacuees 
reached the port. Many of the 
civilians were excited at the sight 
of the Chinese vessels and troops, 
and waved die Chinese national 
flag, while some cried, according 
to the PLA Navy.

In the video, a Navy officer is 
heard telling die evacuees that 
wherever they are, “the mother­
land will always protect you”.

He continued: “The Navy will 
always safeguard our overseas 
compatriots’ safety and interests. 
Please be assured that as we are 
here, you are safe now.’’ The evac­
uees responded by saying, “Long 
live die motherland!”

On Thursday morning, the 
Nanning and the Weishan Lake

The People’s Liberation Army 
Navy helped evacuate on Thurs­
day nearly 700 Chinese and for­
eign nationals from conflict-torn 
Sudan.

In a news release published in 
the afternoon, the PLA Navy said 
that 668 Chinese citizens and 10 
foreign nationals have been relo­
cated to Jeddah, a coastal city in 
Saudi Arabia, by two Chinese 
warships — CNS Nanning, a Type 
052D guided-missile destroyer, 
and CNS Weishan Lake, a Type 
903 resupply vessel.

According to the release, the 
two vessels with more than 490 
sailors and special operations 
commandos onboard are part of 
tiie Navy’s 43 rd escort flotilla in 
the Gulf of Aden and waters off 
Somalia.

Following orders from the 
Navy, the Nanning and the Wei­
shan Lake sailed toward Port 
Sudan, the principal seaport of 
tiie African nation, and arrived 
there on Wednesday morning.

Navy personnel established a 
security zone in the port, with 
separate areas for assembly, regis-

stated from the very beginning, is 
the bill’s attack on ‘individuals’ with­
out any suspicion or proof that the 
individual is a government actor or 
an agent of a government,” Wu said. 

“Even with the amendments 
offered, this legislation still takes 
away the rights of an entire class 
of people without due process and 
solely on the basis of their national 
origin. Under this legislation, the 
only evidence needed to deny a per­
son their basic civil rights is where 
they are from. Less discrimination is 
still discrimination.”

Wu said he will continue to work 
in the Texas House where SB 147 is 
now heading to eliminate what he 
called the unnecessarily discrimina­
tory aspects of the bill.

Prior to the vote on Wednesday, 
Senator John Whitmire, a Demo­
crat, spoke against SB 147. He 
addressed the bill’s author Lois 
Kolkhorst: “Senator Kolkhorst, the 
concern from the Asian community 
which you represent in Fort Bend, 
the concern is that if you come after 
the Chinese in this session, who’s 
next? We can’t continue to single 
out a group in our communities and 
single them out in the society?’

Whitmire said that from what he 
understands, “this plays very well 
with a certain (political) base” but 
it’s “terrible and unneeded legisla­
tion” that addresses a nonexistent 
problem and “harms some of our 
best residents and constituents”.

Senator Nathan Johnson, also a 
Democrat, said that “despite the 
good motivations and legitimate 
concerns the bill addresses, I am 
not convinced it will increase the 
security of the state at all.” Instead, 
he believes that the bill is going 
to “send a hostile message” and 
increase “tensions and suspicions, 
resentment, violence among Texans 
here today’!

Kolkhorst defended her bill by 
emphasizing the changes made to 
it and pointed toward similar bills 
restricting foreign land purchases in 
other states. She accused the federal 
government of failing at national 
security and said the state legislators 
have to step in.

Despite that the bill also targets 
individuals from certain countries, 
Kolkhorst said, “SB 147 is just about 
maintaining a strong Texas, it is not 
in any way picking out someone of 
certain origin.”

Chinese American Legal Defense 
Alliance (CALDA), a nonprofit civil 
rights organization, issued state­
ment a few days ago that tiie orga­
nization has been monitoring such 
bills across the country and it will 
“file lawsuits as soon as any of these 
bills are passed, and we will not stop 
fighting until all of these laws are 
overturned”.

The organization said that those 
bills “are no different from tiie so- 
called ‘alien land laws’ that many 
states passed more than 100 years 
ago to ban Asian people from own­
ing land”.

arrived in Jeddah with the first 
group of civilians and after all of 
them safely disembarked from 
the vessels, tiie ships began sail­
ing back to Port Sudan to evacu­
ate a second group, the Navy said. 

This is the third time tiie PLA 
Navy has carried out an overseas 
evacuation mission in recent 
years, the news release said, not­
ing that tiie previous two opera­
tions took place in Libya in 2011 
and Yemen in 2015.

At a news briefing on Thursday 
afternoon, Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Mao Ning said 
that more than 1,300 Chinese 
nationals had left tiie conflict 
zones within Sudan, and the min­
istry is closely monitoring the sit­
uation of Chinese citizens 
remaining in that country and 
would spare no effort to help 
them as and when needed.

Mao said that nationals from 
five foreign countries boarded the 
two Chinese naval ships by 
Wednesday night, while some 
other countries had also sought 
China’s assistance. China will do 
whatever it can to help them, she 
added.

In January, Chinese netizens 
expressed their concerns for Ya 
Ya’s health after the panda 
appeared malnourished in some 
pictures and videos.

However, tiie Chinese Associa­
tion of Zoological Gardens said in 
a statement that the Memphis 
Zoo had taken good care of her. 
There is no indication that she 
was neglected, based on videos of 
her and tiie results of monthly 
health reports and annual physi­
cal examinations.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Mao Ning said on 
Wednesday that tiie giant panda 
was well cared for during her stay 
at the Memphis Zoo and loved by 
tiie US people.

sent more than 20,000 Chinese
health professionals to Africa,
benefiting millions of patients on
the continent.

The second factor is infrastruc­
ture development. Since the begin­
ning of the 21st century, China lias 
strengthened its medical coopera­
tion with Africa through infra­
structure development. In 2015, 
after the second Ministerial Forum 
of China-Africa Health Develop­
ment was held in Cape Town, 
South Africa, China pledged to 
build 100 hospitals and clinics on 
the continent. True to its promise, 
China has continued to implement 
its pledge through tiie construc­
tion of ultramodern health facili­
ties in Africa.

For instance, in 2018, China fully 
funded and built the largest and 
one of the most advanced health­
care facili ties in West Africa in 
Niger. Similarly, in 2022, Egypt 
launched, with China’s assistance, 
an automated and refrigerated 
vaccine storage complex with a 
capacity for storing up to 150 mil­
lion doses. This facility will ensure 
the safety of vaccine storage and 
boost Africa’s vaccine supply 
chain, especially in light of the 
extra 1 billion COVID-19 vaccine 
doses from China that were 
pledged during tiie 2021 Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation in 
Dakar, Senegal. 

At the continental level, China 
has aided the construction of the 
Africa Centres for Disease Control 
and Prevention headquarters in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The head­
quarters will help countries on the 
continent develop a line of 
defense for public health, improve 
disease prevention and monitor­
ing, accelerate pandemic emer­
gency response and improve the 
African public health prevention 
and control system and capabili­
ties, in a bid to benefit a popula­
tion of approximately 1.4 billion 
people.

The third factor is establish­
ment of healthcare management 
and policy coordination systems. 
In shaping the future of sustaina­
ble and long-term health coopera­
tion, Chinese and African health 
ministers established in 2013 the 
Ministerial Forum of China-Africa 
Health Development. The forum 
has been instrumental in map­
ping and supporting Africa’s long­
term healthcare policy 
coordination and management 
systems.

The fourth anchoring factor is 
promotion of information 
exchanges and technologies. 
Through the Forum on China-Afri­
ca Cooperation, China has imple­
mented health research programs 
that aim to provide cutting-edge 
technology transfers in Africa. For 
instance, through digital technolo­
gy, China was able to train African 
medical professionals remotely 
through cloud technology support 
and share various digital epidemic 
prevention and control manuals. 
China has also offered hundreds of 
thousands of scholarships to Afri­
can students to earn medical-relat­
ed degrees.

The collaborative health diplo­
macy between Africa and China is 
becoming more vital than ever in 
sating lives and improving the 
healthcare system in Africa. 

Thus, as Africa and China strive
to build a community with a 
shared future in the new era, 
including a community of health, 
the two civilizations should con­
tinue to ensure that there is 
access to quality medicines and 
pharmaceutical supplies for Afri­
ca. In addition, more bilateral 
engagements with China through 
joint venture cooperations, pri­
vate-public partnerships and 
build-operate-transfer projects 
should be encouraged to strength­
en the healthcare systems in Afri­
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The Texas Senate has passed a 
watered-down version of SB 147 
that restricts the sale of farmland 
after strong protests from the Asian 
community and civil rights groups 
against tiie measure’s targeting peo­
ple by countries of origin.

The Senate voted 18-12 on 
Wednesday to send the bill to the 
House.

A major change to the bill dropped 
the names of four countries — Chi­
na, Iran, Russia and North Korea — 
and replaced them with “designated 
country” as defined by the “Director 
of National Security” as a country 
that poses a risk to US national secu­
rity. Nevertheless, those four coun­
tries, and possibly more, are most 
likely on the list right now.

After amendments, tiie bill now 
would prohibit government, com­
panies and citizens of the designated 
countries from purchasing agricul­
tural, mineral, quarry and timber­
land, but would allow the leasing of 
those real properties.

Permanent residents without 
American citizenship would be 
exempt from that limitation.

Furthermore, no individuals will 
be prohibited from acquiring resi­
dential property and commercial 
property. The bill would apply limi­
tations only on companies whose 
majority shares are controlled by 
individuals from one or more “des­
ignated country* * 5 * * * *!

That means SB 147 now would 
prohibit government entities, citi­
zens without a green card, and com­
panies with majority control owned 
by the individuals of the designated 
countries from buying agricultural, 
mineral, quarry and timberland 
only.

Activists from the Chinese com­
munity, while satisfied with the 
changes were nonetheless disap­
pointed that SB 147 passed at all. The 
slogan that “less discrimination is 
still discrimination" quickly became 
a catchphrase soon after the vote 
was taken.

Texas state Representative Gene 
Wu issued a statement that he was 
frustrated by the “Senate’s passage 
of SB 147 in its current form” 

“The main concern, that we have 
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Cooperation:
China has

From left: Uzbekistan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Bakhtiyor Saidov, Tajikistan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Sirojiddin Muhriddin, Kazakhstan’s Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Murat Nurtleu, Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Qin Gang, Kyrgyzstan's Minister of Foreign Affairs Kulubaev Zheenbek Moldokanovich 
and Turkmenistan's First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Vepa Hajiyev participate in a signing ceremony at the fourth China-Central Asia Foreign Ministers' Meeting in 
Xi’an, Shaanxi province, on Thursday, feng yongbin / china daily
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A geochemist walks along the Ice Memory drilling camp near Ny-Aalesund, Svalbard, Norway, on April 10.
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An airport manager looks at the ice walls near Ny-Aalesund, Svalbard, Norway, on April 8.
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Arctic scientists at center 
of climate change impact

t the Arctic, scientists are racing to under­
stand how the fastest-warming place on 
Earth is changing and what those changes 
may mean for the planet’s future.

They are hoping to harvest ice cores but are finding 
glaciers inundated by water. Research sites are getting 
harder to reach as earlier springtime melt leaves the 
ground too barren for snowmobile travel.

Researchers have been studying the polar region for 
decades, with weather records in Ny-Aalesund, a small 
town high above the Arctic circle on Norway’s Svalbard 
archipelago, going back more than 40 years. But their 
work has become vitally' important as climate change 

ramps up.
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Above: Engineers release a weather balloon into 
the stratosphere to measure weather parameters 
in Ny-Aalesund, Svalbard, Norway, on April 6. 
Below: A resident cycles next to buildings in 
Ny-Aalesund, Svalbard, Norway, on April 6.

Top: Scientists drive snowmobiles across the 
Arctic during sunset near Ny-Aalesund, Svalbard, 
Norway, on AprillO. photos bylisi niesner/Reuters 
Above: Members of the Ice Memory Foundation 
work to drill down into the ice and collect two ice 
cores, at 1,100 meters above sea level in the 
Holtedahlfonna icefield near Ny-Aalesund, 
Svalbard, Norway, on April 10.

Accountant Sunniva Berge Mo, 33, hugs her dog 
Zelda at the dog yard in Ny-Aalesund, Svalbard, 
Norway, on April 9.

The Arctic is warming 
about four times faster 
than the rest of the world

One Of the special and what happens there 
can impact global sea lev­
els, storms in North 
America and Europe, and 
other factors far beyond 
the frozen region.

Established as a min­
ing settlement in 1916, 
Ny-Aalesund became a 
hot spot for international 
researchers after several 
deadly mining accidents 
shuttered operations in 
the 1960s.

Today, 11 countries, 
including China and 
India, have a presence in 
Ny-Aalesund, which has 
only about 35 year-round 
residents.

In summer, Ny-Aales- 
und’s population swells 
to more than 100 as sci­
entists fly in from across 
the world.

“One of the special things about this place is there are 
a lot of different scientists. I’m a chemist. There are 
biologists, geologists,” said visiting researcher Francois 
Burgay of the Paul Scherrer Institute in Switzerland. 

“It’s one of the few places in the world where these 
kinds of exchanges are so informal and so spontaneous.” 

That cross-disciplinary collaboration is important for 
climate research. Svalbard is warming faster than 
almost anywhere else in the Arctic and cooperation can 
be critical for understanding how climate impacts will 
ripple through the polar ecosystem, from ocean to 
atmosphere, plants to animals.

."xV'w.

X

things about this 
place is there are 
a lot of different 
scientists. I’m a 
chemist. There 
are biologists, 
geologists... 
It’s one of the 
few places in 
the world where 
these kinds of 
exchanges are 
so informal and 
so spontaneous.”
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US commercial real estate imperiled by shift

Reuters contributed to this story.

US allowed JPMorgan
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Prosecutors: Suspect in leaks has made threats
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defense material to an unauthor­
ized location.

If convicted, prosecutors said 
he faces up to 25 years in prison. 

The leaked documents at the 
heart of the investigation are 
believed to be the most serious 
US security breach since more 
than 700,000 documents, videos 
and diplomatic cables appeared 
on the WikiLeaks website in 2010. 
The Pentagon has called the leak 
a “deliberate, criminal act”.

Prosecutors said in their deten­
tion memo that Teixeira in Febru­
ary 2022 began accessing hun­
dreds of classified documents not 
relevant to his job, and started 
posting some of the classified 
information on social media 
around December 2022.

“The damage the defendant has 
already caused to the US national 
security is immense. The dam­
age the defendant is still capable 
of causing is extraordinary',” the 

demanded capitalization rates (the 
ratio of a property’s net operating 
income to its price), which will cause 
most real estate prices to foil,” said 
billionaire investor Howard Marks, 
reported Business Insider.

Marks, the co-founder of Oaktree 
Capital Management, warned in an 
April 17 memo of a slew of mortgage 
defaults that could increase stress on 
die US banking sector.

The US’ largest city, New York, faces 
the most trouble over CRE, according 
to an analysis by myelisting.com, a 
website that covers the CRE industry. 

“Due to its enviable location and 
substantial demand for office space, 
the Big Apple has long been a com­
mercial real estate powerhouse. The 
pandemic, however, has left the city’s 
office market in shambles.

“NewYorkisthe riskiest metro area 
in the nation for office property valu­
ations, where there are a whopping 
$16 billion in CRE loans coming due 
in 2023, a 30 percent increase from 
2022,” the website reported.

Meanwhile, a stark contrast 
between the booming industrial real

WORCESTER, Massachusetts 
— The US Air National Guards­
man accused of leaking classified 
military documents has a his­
tory of making violent threats, 
used his government computer 
to research mass shootings, and 
tried to destroy evidence of his 
crimes, federal prosecutors said 
on Wednesday.

In a 48-page filing, the Jus­
tice Department said 21-year-old 
Jack Teixeira should be detained 
pending trial, saying his violent 
rhetoric coupled with his appar­
ent efforts to destroy evidence 
“compound his risk of flight and 
dangerousness”.

Prosecutors were expected to 
present their arguments in favor 
of his detention to a US magis­
trate judge in Worcester, Massa­
chusetts, on Thursday afternoon. 

Teixeira’s lawyers have not 
commented on the case, and were 
expected to argue at Thursday’s

sector wary of any dealings with Rus­
sia even if it is permitted

A Russian source, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said die US 
Office of Foreign Assets Control had 
allowed JPMorgan to process the 
transaction.

“But the process is difficult,” the first 
Russian source said

A second Russian source said JPM­
organ and Russian Agricultural Bank 
were both specifically given exemp­
tions to execute a single transaction. It 
involved grain and was denominated 
in US dollars, according to the second 
Russian source.

Reuters could not ascertain who the 

exporter was.
The JPMorgan route was proposed 

as an alternative to reconnecting Rus­
sian Agricultural Bank to SWIFT, but 
could be terminated at any time, the 
first Russian source said. “This cannot 
replace SWIFT? the source said.

In another move, Ukraine retrieved 
44 prisoners from Russian custody, a 
senior Ukrainian presidential adviser 
said on Wednesday.

Andriy Yermak wrote on Telegram 
that 42 were soldiers and two were 
civilians. The two sides have held regu­
lar prisoner exchanges during the con­
flict, now in its 15th month.

Also on Wednesday, Russia declared 
10 diplomats working at the Norwe­
gian embassy and military attache’s 
office in Moscow persona non grata, 
the Russian Foreign Ministry said.

hearing that he should not be 
detained pretrial.

The filing, which also contained 
photos of the suspect’s bedroom 
from the FBI’s search of his home, 
said that in July 2022 he used 
his government computer to look 
up famous mass shootings using 
search terms such as “Uvalde”, 
“Ruby Ridge” and “Las Vegas 
shooting”.

During the search at his home, 
the FBI found a smashed tablet 
computer, a laptop and a gam­
ing console inside a dumpster. In 
addition, prosecutors said they 
had unearthed evidence that Teix­
eira instructed other online users 
to “delete all messages”.

Teixeira was charged earlier 
this month with one count of vio­
lating the Espionage Act relat­
ed to the unlawful copying and 
transmitting of sensitive defense 
material, and a second charge 
related to the unlawful removal of 
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set up offices and from low interest 
rates that buoyed the economics of an 
industry built on debt,” The New York 
Times reported on April 25.

But now, “floors of office buildings 
throughout Manhattan have been 
emptied by tenants who have shrunk 
their footprint and employees who 
work from home”

The value of New York City office 
buildings could fall by $48.75 billion in 
the coming years, according to a study 
by Columbia University and NYU, the 
Times reported, which will be a blow 
to the city’s tax revenue.

Across the country in Los Angeles, 
the industrial sector in the US’ second- 
largest city saw a 7.2 percent year-over- 
year rent gain in 2022.

In the LA office market, however, 
vacancy' rates have increased substan­
tially, and property values have fallen. 
The city has about $16.9 billion in 
outstanding office loans, and is 14th 
in the US for office-loan risk.

In San Francisco, the office vacancy 
rate “is about 30 percent, or about 35 
million square feet that is not current­
ly being used? Colin Yasukochi with 
commercial real estate firm CBRE 
told NBC News Bay Area. “And that’s 
the highest that we’ve ever seen in San 
Francisco.”

CBRE says that San Francisco has 
a large amount of tech tenants, who 
have viewed returning to work in per­
son differently. The sector, centered 
in nearby Silicon Valley, also has had 
tens of thousands of layoffs at major 
companies in the past year, which cre­
ated another dilemma for CRE

A former San Francisco We Work 
building lias seen its property value 
slashed by about 66 percent, accord­
ing to Trepp, which tracks CRE data. 

The building at 25 Taylor Street 
was once almost entirely leased to 
We Work, the formerly highflying co­
work startup. The building was val­
ued at $28.1 million in 2014, but was 
recently appraised at $9.5 million, 

With the US still trying to get 
its arms around some recent bank 
defaults, the next shoe to drop could 
be the commercial real estate market. 

Perhaps the biggest blow to the 
sector, particularly in large cities, was 
the shift to remote work amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which started 
in the US in early 2020.

While workers have gradually 
returned to offices, it appears that 
remote work in some form will 
become permanent, and how high 
that percentage is will have a huge 
impact on the viability of commercial 
real estate (CRE).

Then there is the issue of higher 
interest rates, with the accompany­
ing prospect of loan defaults, while 
landlords have seen a significant drop 
in revenue from office leases. And 
most of the banks making CRE loans 
are smaller, regional institutions, 
which already have faced depositor 
withdrawals.

The White House said on April 18 
that it is closely tracking the com­
mercial real estate (CRE) sector after 
recent strains in banking, given that 
many smaller and midsized banks 
have “non-trivial” holdings in the 
office market

Jared Bernstein, a member of the 
White House Council of Economic 
Advisers (CEA), told a Senate Banking 
Committee hearing that CRE occu­
pancy rates were well below their pre­
pandemic level.

“The issue is very much on our 
watch list,” Bernstein said during a 
hearing earlier in April on his nomi­
nation to head CEA, when asked by 
Democratic US Senator Mark Warner 
about the effect of the collapse of Sili­
con Valley Bank (SVB) on the sector. 

Warner noted that close to $6 tril­
lion in outstanding commercial debt 
was related to the real estate market, 
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MOSCOW - The United States 
gave JPMorgan permission to process 
payments for agricultural exports via 
the Russian Agricultural Bank, but 
the arrangement was no substitute for 
reconnecting the bank to the SWIFT 
system, two Russian sources told 
Reuters.

Access to the SWIFT’ payment sys­
tem for the Russian Agricultural Bank 
is one of Moscow’s main demands 
in negotiations over the future of the 
Black Sea grain export deal, which the 
United Nations said helps to tackle a 
global food crisis that has been aggra­
vated by the Russia-Ukraine conflict 

The Kremlin lias repeatedly warned 
the deal will not be renewed beyond 
May 18 unless the West removes 
obstacles to Russian grain and fertil­
izer exports.

Russia’s envoy to the United Nations 
said in Geneva on Wednesday that “no 
real progress” had been achieved in 
resolving issues raised by Moscow over 
the Black Sea grain deal.

“As of today, we regret to say that no 
real progress was reached in resolving 
this problem,” envoy Gennady Gatilov 
said at the Russian pennanent mis­
sion in Geneva.

Russia’s grain and fertilizer exports 
are not subject to Western sanctions 
imposed following the conflict, but 
Moscow said Western restrictions on 
payments, logistics and insurance are 
a barrier to shipments.

European Union and US sanctions 
on Russia have also had a general 
chilling effect that has left the private
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memo says.
The classified documents pro­

vided a wide variety of highly clas­
sified information on allies and 
adversaries, with details ranging 
from Ukraine’s air defenses to 
Israel’s Mossad spy agency.

Prosecutors said they also 
found evidence that Teixeira 
admitted to others online that 
the information he was posting 
was classified.

In an exchange of chat room 
messages included in the filing, 
Teixeira was asked whether the 
information he was posting was 
classified.

In Wednesday’s filing, prosecu­
tors said: “There is no condition 
of release that can be set that 
will reasonably assure his future 
appearance at court proceedings 
or the safety of the community ... 
He should be detained.”

and that a “massive dislocation” was 
underway.

Another problem for the industry is 
that about a third of the $4.5 trillion in 
CRE debt comes due before the end 
of2025, according to Morgan Stanley 
analysts.

CRE loans account for about 40 
percent of smaller banks’ total lend­
ing, against about 13 percent for the 
largest lenders, the Financial Times 
reported.

Wells Fargo repoited recently that 
its nonperforming CRE loans had 
soared nearly 50 percent since Decem­
ber — to $1.5 billion.

The CRE sector is facing a “moment 
of truth”, Mohamed El-Erian, the chief 
economic adviser at asset manage­
ment giant Allianz, told Business 
Insider. He warned that higher inter­
est rates are a major concern.

‘The moment of truth will play out 
over several quarters as some $1 tril­
lion of commercial real estate holdings 
needs to be refinanced,” El-Erian said. 

Nearly $450 billion in commercial 
mortgages are due to mature this y'ear, 
with final payments due in the com­
ing months for many property own­
ers, according to data from Trepp, a 
platform that tracks commercial real 
estate data, noted JPMorgan.

Jeffrey Fine, Goldman Sachs’ global 
head of real estate client solutions, 
recently said on a company podcast 
that the CRE market is in the middle 
of a “perfect storm” of higher rates, 
tight credit and rapidly maturing 
debt.

The market faces a “big rightsiz­
ing”, Fine said, and he expects a drop 
in valuations in older properties and 
office buildings.

“Over time there’s going to have to 
be a very organized public and private 
partnership to figure out a careful 
unwind of this current dynamic,” he 
added. “Otherwise, we have a very 
messy situation on our hands.” 

“Higher interest rates call for higher

according to Trepp.
While a few landlords in San Fran­

cisco have been slightly reducing 
rents, most in the newer, taller towers 
have not, NBC reported. Some build­
ings with the best views are actually 
raising their lease prices because of 
high demand from companies choosy 
about where they will keep their 
downsized office space.

‘They want to be at the top of these 
tall buildings, and they want to be in 
the buildings along the waterfront 
with beautiful views because they’re 
trying to get their employees to come 
back to the office,” Yasukochi said.

Landlords in lower or older prop­
erties also are not trimming prices 
but instead are offering months of 
free rent or money to customize their 
office space for new tenants, NBC 
reported.

“They can’t materially retreat on 
rent without risk of defaulting on 
their building,” said Alexander Quinn, 
director of research with Jones Lang 
LaSalle Commercial Real Estate.

Christopher Allman, chief invest­
ment officer of the $306 billion Cali­
fornia State Teachers’ Retirement Sys­
tem, told the Financial Times that he 
estimated office values had fallen by 
about 20 percent and that he was pre­
paring for heavy losses on the fund’s 
$52 billion real estate portfolio.

The International Monetary 
Fund’s recent financial stability 
report warned how a mix of declin­
ing property values, tighter financial 
conditions and illiquid markets could 
devastate borrowers looking to refi­
nance loans, leading to sharply higher 
default rates.

“If you have maturing debt, you 
can’t carry the existing debt load and 
you’re not willing to put more money 
in, then it’s foreclosure,” said Tony Nat- 
sis, head of the real estate group at law 
firm Allen Matkins, the FT reported.
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estate sector and the reeling office 
market lias emerged, according to 
myelisting.

The demand for industrial space 
such as warehouses and distribution 
centers remains strong in major cities, 
including New York. The need for ful­
fillment centers has expanded along 
with the demand for industrial space, 
as ecommerce has roared.

“While the residential rental mar­
ket lias bounced back, the retail and 
office markets have remained slack 
— largely due to the shift to remote 
work and online shopping,” the Fed­
eral Reserve Bank of New York said 
on April 13.

“One of the challenges, or one of the 
things that makes it not so clear, as 
you know, people are coming back to 
the office, they’re just not coming back 
five days a week,” said Jason Bram, 
economic research adviser for urban 
and regional studies at the New York 
Fed.

“New York City’s biggest corporate 
landlords had it great for years — ben­
efiting from a booming economy in 
a city where companies clamored to 
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Guizhou’s move on debt
risk safeguards growth
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Industrial profits
down; decline slows
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An employee works on the tractor production line of a machinery manufacturer in Shandong 
province, zhang jingang / for china daily

reaching 47.4 million kW, an 
increase of 86.5 percent compared 
with the same period last year, and 
accounting for 80.3 percent of total 
newly added installed capacity.

The newly added installed capaci­
ty of wind power rose to 10.4 million 
kW while that of solar power rose to 
33.66 million kW, it said.

In the first quarter, China’s total 
installed capacity of renewable ener­
gy reached 1.26 billion kW, including 
376 million kW of wind power and 
425 million kW of photovoltaic power. 

Power generated from renewable 
energy has also been continuously 
increasing, with national electricity 
generation from renewable energy 
reaching 594.7 billion kWh, an 
increase of 11.4 percent year-on- 
year, including 342.2 billion kWh of 

wind and solar power, up 27.8 per­
cent year-on-year, it said.

An analyst said regions like Ning­
xia, as well as Xinjiang and Inner 
Mongolia, will play a key role in 
boosting the proportion ofclean pow­
er in the country’s energy mix while 
helping the country achieve its sus­
tainable energy ambitions, thanks to 
abundant wind and solar resources. 

The regions used to rely on heavy 
consumption of traditional energy 
resources for economic growth. The 
government's plan to build massive 
wind and solar power facilities in 
the country’s desert areas will help 
them upgrade to a new energy­
based structure, said Luo Zuoxian, 
head of intelligence and research at 
the Sinopec Economics and Devel­
opment Research Institute.

Profits at China’s major industrial 
companies declined at a slower pace 
in March amid a steady recovery in 
industrial production, the National 
Bureau of Statistics said on Thursday. 

Experts said the slower decline 
rate in March came amid the gradu­
al rebound in both supply and 
demand, adding that more efforts 
should be made to further stabilize 
employment and ease burdens 
faced by enterprises, particularly 
small and medium-sized ones.

Given the normalization of pro­
duction and life order, the gradual 
rebound in market demand and the 
weakening base effect, they said the 
industrial profits will gradually 
recover in the coming months.

NBS data showed that industrial 
enterprises with annual revenue of 
at least 20 million yuan ($2.89 mil­
lion) each saw their total profits 
drop by 19.2 percent year-on-year in 
March after a 22.9 percent decline in 
the first two months of 2023.

China’s first-quarter industrial 
profits came in at 1.52 trillion yuan, 
down 21.4 percent year-on-year, 
according to the NBS.

Sun Xiao, a statistician at the 
NBS, said while industrial profits 
declined sharply at a slower pace, 
the declining upstream prices can 

A renewable energy power 
project, one of the many being set 
up in the Gobi Desert and other arid 
regions, became the first to be con­
nected to the electricity grid and 
started generating power on Tues­
day, said its operator China Energy 
Investment Corp, or China Energy.

The first phase of the solar and 
wind project, located in the Tengger 
Desert in the Ningxia Hui autono­
mous region — with an installed 
capacity of 1 million kilowatts — is 
expected to generate 1.8 billion kilo­
watt-hours each year, equivalent to 
the power demand of 15 million 
households, said the company.

It is also the country’s first ultra- 
high-voltage power transmission 
channel and a major project trans­
mitting green power generated in 
the Gobi Desert and other arid 
regions to Central China’s Hunan 
province, it said.

The project, with total investment 
of more than 85 billion yuan ($12.28 
billion) and total installed capacity 
of 13 million kW, is the country’s first 
in response to government ambi-

Airbus service center 
opens in Chengdu
Airbus, a European aircraft 
manufacturer, on Wednesday set 
up an aircraft life-cycle service 
center in the southwestern Chi­
nese city of Chengdu. As Airbus’ 
first such center outside Europe, 
it will provide parking, storage, 
maintenance, upgrading, modi­
fication, dismantling and recy­
cling services for all types of 
aircraft, said Airbus. Covering 
an area of 717,000 square 
meters, it has the capacity to 
house 125 aircraft.

New cargo route links 
Wuhan, Abu Dhabi
SF Airlines launched a new inter­
national air cargo route linking 
Central China’s Wuhan in Hubei 
province with Abu Dhabi in the 
United Arab Emirates on 
Wednesday. A weekly round-trip 
cargo flight is scheduled for this 
route, with up to 220 metric tons 
of air express capacity, the cargo 
airline said. The route will main­
ly handle general cargo, e-com- 
merce goods and courier 
shipments.

phase of gradual recovery. Other 
factors are the drops in commodity 
prices like those of energy, low pri­
ces of industrial goods and base 
effects.

Zhou said he expects to see a sta­
ble improvement in the perform­
ance of industrial firms in the next 
few months given the stable recov­
ery in demand and the govern­
ment’s effective measures to ease 
burdens on enterprises.

Zhou also said some industrial 
companies still face challenges and 
difficulties in terms of slowing over­
seas demand, high input costs, 
financing pressure and a more com­
plicated international environment. 

According to NBS data, manufac­
turing companies’ total profits 
dipped 29.4 percent year-on-year in 
the first quarter, and the industrial 
profits in the private sector dropped 
23 percent.

Ye Yindan, a researcher at the Bank 
of China Research Institute, said the 
government needs to make more 
efforts to support the development of 
industrial firms and ease tlieir bur­
dens, including further reductions in 
taxes and fees, temporary subsidies 
for some industrial firms and promo­
tion of the development of new busi­
nesses and emerging sectors.

Despite feeing pressure and chal­
lenges ahead, China’s industrial prof­
its will likely recover gradually in the 
coming months with a steady recov­
ery in domestic demand, stimulus 
policies taking effect gradually and 
weakening base effects, Ye said.

Revenues and profits of 
some overseas chip manufac­
turers have contracted signifi­
cantly of late as the United 
States pushes for decoupling 
and severing supply chains to 
and from China, an official said 
on Thursday.

At a news conference on 
Thursday, Shu Jueting, spokes­
woman of the Ministry of Com­
merce, made the comment on a 
news report about the US 
demanding that South Korea 
not fill any market gaps in Chi­
na, adding that China is firmly 
opposed to such misconduct by 
the US as it represents typical 
bullying in the technology sec­

tor.
Such practices cause serious 

disruptions to normal economic 
and trade exchanges among 
enterprises, break market rules, 
sabotage international econom­
ic and trade order and threaten 
the security and stability of the 
global industrial chain supply 
chain, Shu said.

Pan Helin, co-director of the 
Digital Economy and Financial 
Innovation Research Center at 
Zhejiang University’s Interna­
tional Business School, said the 
US government has already 
adopted a series of well-calcu­
lated approaches to curb Chi­
na’s fest-growing chip sector.

The latest move shows Wash­
ington also wants to coerce 
Seoul to follow its moves, which 
would only further weigh down 
the global chip industry chain, 
Pan said.

As the world’s largest chip 
market, the Chinese mainland 
consumes more than half of the 
world’s semiconductors, which 
are then assembled into tech 
products to be reexported or 
sold in the domestic market, 
according to research company 
Daxue Consulting.

South Korean chipmaker SK 
Hynix registered an operating 
loss of 3.4 trillion won ($2.5 bil­
lion) in the January-March 
quarter. Revenue tumbled 58.1 
percent year-on-year to 5.09 tril­
lion won over the period, 
according to the company’s reg­
ulatory filing on Wednesday.

SK Hynix is the world’s sec­
ond-largest DRAM maker. 
DRAM chips are flash memory 
components used in smart­
phones, personal computers 
and servers. It is a major com­
petitor of US chip company 
Micron, whose products sold in 
China are under cybersecurity 
review.

In February, Kevin (Jong- 
won) Noh, president of SK 
Hynix, met Minister of Indus­
try and Information Technolo­
gy Jin Zhuanglong, head of 
China’s top industry regulator, 
in Beijing to exchange views on 
deepening cooperation.

Samsung Electronics, a lead­
ing semiconductor maker in 
South Korea, announced a pre­
liminary first-quarter operat­
ing profit of 600 billion won 
earlier this month, down 95.8 
percent from the same quarter 
last year.

Shu added that the US has 
overstretched the concept of 
national security and abused 
such measures as export con­
trols in recent years, even at the 
expense of allies’ interests. It has 
pressured certain countries to 
take trade-protectionism acts 
through coercion to seek decou­
pling or intentionally cut supply 
chains.

She called on governments 
and enterprises in affected 
countries to work together to 
defend free trade rules for tlieir 
own long-term interests, and to 
jointly build a safe and stable, 
smooth and efficient, open and 
inclusive and mutually benefi­
cial global industrial and supply 
chains.

Rebound in supply, demand shifts 
focus to employment stabilization

tions to speed up construction of 
solar and wind power generation 
facilities in the Gobi and other 
parched regions amid efforts to 
boost renewable energy.

As China plans to speed up con­
struction of solar and wind power 
generation facilities in dry regions 
amid efforts to boost renewable 
power, the government launched 
the first phase of its wind and solar 
power projects at the end of 2021, 
comprising a total of 100 gigawatts 
of wind and solar power capacity in 
desert areas.

Wang Dapeng, deputy head of the 
new energy and renewable energy 
department at the National Energy 
Administration, said the govern­
ment will further step up construc­
tion ofwind and solar projects in the 
Gobi and other desert regions to fur­
ther facilitate the country’s green 
transition.

The first phase of wind and solar 
power projects in such arid areas is 
expected to be connected to grid 
and put into operation by the end of 
this year, Wang said.

The NEA said installed capacity of 
renewable energy in China contin­
ued to expand in the first quarter,

help improve the industrial profits 
in downstream industries.

In the first quarter, value-added 
industrial output grew by 3 percent 
year-on-year, while in the last quarter 
of 2022, it rose by 2.7 percent, and by 
2.4 percent in the first two months of 
this year, the NBS said earlier.

In the next step, the country 
needs to make a big push to further 
expand market demand as well as 
boost market confidence and expec­
tations, Sun said.

NBS data showed profits regis­
tered by the equipment manufac­
turing sector improved 
significantly, as the contraction nar­
rowed by 19.1 percentage points in 
March from the first two months.

Notably, profits among vehicle 
manufacturing companies grew by 
9.1 percent year-on-year in March, up 
from the 41.7 percent decline during 
the January-February period.

Yang Jinghao, chief economist at 
Concat Data Technology (Hang­
zhou) Co, said industrial profits 
declined sharply in the first three 
months with a high comparison 
base in the previous year, and the 
narrowing contraction points to the 
gradual recovery in the industry.

Zhou Maohua, an analyst at Chi­
na Everbright Bank, said the year- 
on-year decline in first-quarter 
industrial profits was due to the fact 
that domestic demand is still in a 

By OUYANG SHI JIA
miyangshijia@chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHENG XIN
zhengxin@chinadaily.com.cn

The first phase of a renewable energy project in the Tengger Desert 
in the Ningxia Hui autonomous region is expected to generate 1.8 
billion kilowatt-hours each year, china news service

also curb new debt, making the 
government’s financial situation 
healthier. This will anchor mar­
ket expectations and stimulate 
more effective investment,” she 
said.

Guizhou province will develop 
cooperation in various areas, 
with a focus on enhancing finan­
cial services for the real economy, 
forestalling and defusing risks, 
facilitating State-owned enter­
prise reform and helping the 
property sector overcome diffi­
culties, China Cinda said in a 
WeChat post on Saturday.

Specific measures will be rolled 
out to provide stronger financial 
underpinning for the high-quality 
development and modernization 
drive of Guizhou, as highlighted by 
the 50-member financial expert 
panel and two-way cooperation, 
according to the post.

The GDP of Guizhou province, 
one of the nation’s less-developed 
and debt-ridden regions, 
amounted to about 2.02 trillion 
yuan ($291 billion) last year, 
ranking 22nd out of 31 provincial 
regions on the Chinese main­
land. Its local government debt 
exceeded 1.24 trillion yuan dur­
ing the same period, according to 
data released by local authori­
ties.

By the end of Februaiy, the 
amount of outstanding local gov­
ernment bonds stood at 36.22 tril­
lion yuan, according to data 
released by China’s Ministry of 
Finance.

The liability ratio of China’s stat­
utory debt last year was around 50 
percent, which was relatively low 
by global standards. That said, 
local government debt was une­
venly distributed among China’s 
regions, with some areas facing 
higher levels of debt risks and 
greater repayment pressures, 
Finance Minister Liu Kun said in 
March.

Localities concerned were urged 
to assume due responsibilities, 
take concrete steps to mitigate 
local government debt risks and 
firmly hold the bottom line of 
guarding against systemic risks, 
Liu said, adding that China would 
make sure it is not compromised 
under any circumstance.

Economist Luo said the coun­
try’s local government bond debt 
risk is controllable, as most pro­
jects and assets supported by these 
bonds are of sound quality, and the 
ongoing economic rebound 
strengthens local government 
financing vehicles’ repayment 
capacity.

In addition, as local government 
debt issues deeply intertwine with 
risks in financial institutions, 
proper handling of debt also curbs 
financial risks, he said.

China’s first desert-based 
green power plant on grid

Efforts of provinces such as 
Guizhou to resolve local govern­
ment debt risks through market- 
oriented cooperation with State- 
owned asset managers will 
strengthen China’s efforts to 
improve local governments’ finan­
cial sustainability and maintain 
sound economic growth in the 
long run, experts said.

Tlieir assessment followed a 
major step taken by Southwest 
China’s Guizhou province toward 
defusing potential risks and inten­
sifying financial services to boost 
the real economy.

Last week, Guizhou signed a 
cooperation agreement with State- 
owned China Cinda Asset Manage­
ment Co, which manages 
distressed assets.

“Cooperation between local 
governments and enterprises in a 
mutually beneficial and market- 
oriented manner to deal with 
local government debt is worth 
being recognized, because debt 
resolution itself eventually relies 
on the increase of fiscal revenues, 
and this mainly comes from busi­
ness profits,” said Luo Zhiheng, 
chief economist of Yuekai Securi­
ties, whose research focuses on 
China’s fiscal policies and condi­
tions.

“The newly introduced liquidi­
ty will help revitalize assets, give 
targeted support to key areas and 
provide a guarantee for Guizhou’s 
sustainable development.”

Luo said the cooperation 
agreement signed between China 
Cinda Asset Management and 
Guizhou’s provincial government 
could prove a trendsetter, and 
can be introduced in other 
regions and provinces facing 
severe government debt repay­
ment challenges.

The Ministry of Finance said 
earlier this year that the country 
will roll out a mechanism to 
resolve debt defaults in a market- 
ed-oiiented and law-based man­
ner to properly defuse any 
potential financial risks at the local 
government level.

Any debt risks would be fairly 
shared among debtors and credit­
ors, and the principle of “no bail­
out from the central government” 
will be strictly adhered to, the min­
istry said.

Li Xuhong, a professor at the 
Beijing National Accounting Insti­
tute, said defusing local govern­
ment risks will have a bearing on 
China’s high-quality growth in the 
long run.

“It will help alleviate local debt 
burden, optimize debt structure, 
provide more fiscal space for 
local authorities and strengthen 
the government’s capacity to 
support local economic growth 
and improve livelihoods. It can

impacting 
industry
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online and one offline, with the val­
ue of intended deals surpassing $70 
million.

With the recovery of China’s econ­
omy, exhibitions themed on the pro­
motion of traditional consumption, 
development of service consump­
tion, cultivation of new consump­
tion and advocacy of green and low- 
carbon consumption will achieve 
rapid growth, the CCPIT said.

Citing the sharply increased num­
ber of visitors to the first phase of 
the Canton Fair, Zhang Jieheng, sec­
retary-general of the Guangzhou 
International Convention & Exhibi­
tion Association, said the fair dem­
onstrated the enormous vitality and 
resilience of the country’s trade.

By QIU QUANLIN
qiuquanlin@chinadaily.com.cn

Visitors gather at a booth during an expo in Guangzhou, Guangdong province, in March. 
CHEN CHUHONG/XINHUA

or more than double the current 
level.

“The hair transplant industry in 
China is very promising because of 
die potential demand in lower-tier 
regions and among young people,” 
Cao said.

Ren Jian, chief growth officer of 
Yonghe Medical Group, agreed diat 
hair transplant demand has been 
growing across the entire country. 

Apart from hair transplants, hair 
loss prevention and treatment and 
other haircare services are gaining 
momentum, spurring the develop­
ment of a complete haircare services 
industry in China, according to Cao. 

Zhang, with Yonghe Medical 
Group, said the company is keen to 
expand its presence in non-invasive 
haircare services.

However, Cao, who is also CEO of 
KMG’s China arm, said that to better 
tap the great potential in the hah' loss- 
related services industry, service pro­
viders need to upgrade their current 
business models that rely heavily on 
marketing to acquire customers.

Upgrading services to better meet 
new needs and preferences in niche 
markets is a more ideal growth path 
for those market players, he said.

becoming increasingly aware of 
hair transplantation as an alterna­
tive to treat hair loss and improve 
appearance.

“In the past, many believed that 
the recipients of hair transplant pro­
cedures are so-called white-collar 
workers, but that has changed,” 
Zhang said, adding that nowadays 
everyone is willing to pay for better 
appearances, and blue-collar work­
ers have become important custom­
ers in the industry.

Under such circumstances, the 
company has changed its charging 
model of the procedures — from 
pricing in accordance with each 
patient’s total number of transplant­
ed hair follicles to offering a fixed 
price range based on the level of 
each doctor’s clinical experience, in 
a bid to attract more customers.

Already having more than 300 
full-time physicians and more than 
900 nurses, the company is current­
ly upgrading operation tactics to 
improve services, Zhang said.

Citing data from the National 
Health Commission, a recent report 
by Chinese tech media 36Kr’s 
research institute said that more 
than 250 million people in China

Bringing ivory in or out of 1 he country without proper permits will result in confiscation 

and imprisonment, Consider the consequences and say no to ivory,

Continued efforts will be made 
to further optimize Shanghai’s 
financial ecology so the financial 
sector can better serve the real 
economy and facilitate high-quali­
ty economic growth, municipal 
financial regulators said during a 
news conference on Thursday.

As an international financial 
center, Shanghai should see its 
positioning upgraded by imple­
menting major national strategies 
at a faster pace, said Zhou Xiao- 
quan, head of the Shanghai 
Municipal Financial Regulatory 
Bureau.

To realize that goal, the financial 
sector should strengthen its ties 
with innovation, trade and ship­
ping industries to form a greater 
driving force for high-quality eco­
nomic growth, said Zhou.

Meanwhile, financial reform 
and opening-up can be deepened. 
The supply of financial deriva­
tives will be enriched by introduc­
ing more commodities as well as 
financial futures and options. 
The interbank market will fur­
ther open up while the bond con­
nect mechanism is further 
strengthened. More international 
renminbi financial products 
should be launched and trading 
for RMB foreign exchange 
futures should be experimented 
with, he said.

RMB settlement for commodi­
ties, such as iron ore, oil and natu­
ral gas, should be expanded, said 
Liu Xingya, deputy director of the 
Shanghai Head Office for the Peo­
ple’s Bank of China.

Cross-border RMB settlement 
should be promoted in countries 
and regions participating in the 
Belt and Road Initiative and 
among the Association of South­
east Asian Nations, and Shanghai­
based State-owned enterprises 
should play a leading role in the 
proliferation of such settlement, 
he said.

Meanwhile, substantial finan­
cial support will be provided to 
local companies to create a more 
amiable business environment. 
The PBOC Shanghai Head Office 
will continue to promote foreign 
exchange risk management servi­
ces, including the innovative risk­
sharing model for hedging 
foreign exchange fluctuations, 
said Liu.

Further fee reduction measures 
and fiscal subsidies can be expect­
ed from banks in Shanghai to help 
small and medium-sized enter­
prises better hedge risks when the 
RMB’s two-way fluctuation is 
more noticeable, he added.

Meanwhile, Shanghai will ren­
der over 1 trillion yuan ($144.5 bil­
lion) in loans to local technology 
companies by 2025, said Cao 
Guangqun, deputy director for the 
Shanghai Office of China Banking 
and Insurance Regulatory Com­
mission. Given the fact that some 
private companies are facing oper­
ational difficulties, local financial 
regulators will help to explore 
more financing channels and avoid 
blind withdrawal, cut-off or sup­
pression of bank loans, added Cao. 

As the municipal government has 
calculated, Shanghai is now home 
to 1,736 licensed financial institu­
tions, 539 of which are foreign.

China hosted 1,807 economic and 
trade exhibitions in 2022, with a 
total exhibition area of55.76 million 
sq m, according to a report by the 
China Council for the Promotion of 
International Trade (CCPIT).

Major exhibitions, including the 
China International Import Expo, 
the China Import and Export Fair 
(Canton Fair), the China Interna­
tional Fair for Trade in Sendees and 
the China International Consumer 
Products Expo, have built interna­
tional cooperation platforms for 
countries and regions to share eco­
nomic and trade opportunities and 
enhance exchanges.

In 2022, the CCPIT organized 13 
overseas exhibitions, including 12 

experience hair loss and among 
them, about 42 percent are aged 
between 26 to 30.

Cao Hu, global partner of Kotler 
Marketing Group, or KMG, said as 
consumers become more aware of 
the importance of healthy hair for a 
nice appearance, the demand for 
hair transplants has been booming 
not only in first-tier but also in 
smaller cities.

He expects China’s hair trans­
plant market to value at around 70 
billion yuan ($10.1 billion) by 2030,

China’s hair transplant industry is 
expanding and upgrading as peo­
ple’s awareness of hair aesthetics 
increases and they have a willing­
ness to pay for personal appearance, 
according to industry experts and 
business leaders.

Demand from small cities and the 
younger generations is expected to 
pick up due to growing awareness, 
they said.

Yonghe Medical Group Co Ltd, 
tiie largest hair transplant clinic 
chain in the country by revenue, 
experienced fast expansion last year 
despite headwinds from the COVID- 
19 pandemic.

The Beijing-headquartered com­
pany opened nine hair transplant 
clinics and six haircare centers in 
2023. Furthermore, a total of 17 hair 
transplant clinics are expected to 
kick off operations this year, 
increasing the number of its clinics 
to no less than 80 by the end of the 
year.

According to Zhang Yu, chair­
man and CEO of Yonghe Medical 
Group, the general population is

Cao Hu, global partner of Kotler 
Marketing Group 

The fair’s first phase, which con­
cluded on April 19, witnessed more 
than 1.25 million visitors from 229 
countries and regions, with nearly 
13,000 companies displaying over 
800,000 products, according to the 
organizers.

The ongoing second phase of the 
fair focuses on the promotion of 
consumer goods, furniture and 
home decor, attracting about 
12,000 companies to showcase their 
latest innovative and high-quality 
products.

Guangzhou, the provincial capi­
tal, hosted 56 professional exhibi­
tions in the first three months, with 
a total exhibition area of some 1.93 
million sq m.

■ I

Convention and exhibition busi­
nesses in Guangdong province have 
shown strong recovery since early 
this year, with a significant increase 
seen both in exhibition numbers 
and area, according to the local 
industry association.

The number of exhibitions in 
Guangdong increased 330 percent 
year-on-year to 116 in the first three 
months, with exhibition areas soar­
ing 412 percent year-on-year during 
the same period to 4.36 million 
square meters, said the Guangdong 
Fairs Organizers Association. 

“Such a big increase reflects the 
vitality of the industry, which helps 
to greatly boost the confidence of 
relevant companies,” said Liu Song­
ping, chairwoman of the associa­
tion, adding that the two quarterly 
figures have exceeded the 2019 lev­
els.

“As an important link in the 
industrial and supply chains, pro­
fessional industrial exhibitions play 
an important role in connecting the 
supply side with the demand side,” 
said Liu.

A “grand show” of advanced man­
ufacturing, industrial exhibitions 
are kej' to the transformation and 
upgrading of the traditional manu­
facturing industry, helping to shape 
new driving forces and advantages, 
Liu added.

The hair transplant 
industry in China is 
very promising 
because of the 
potential demand 
in lower-tier regions 
and among young 
people.”

ByLIUZHIHUA
Uuzhihua@chinadaily.com.cn
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Construction site of the Fengzhen Tunnel on the lining-Datong- 
Yuanping High-speed Railway in North China. The 290.1- 
kilometer railway, which is partly built by China Railway No 4 
Engineering Group Co Ltd. aims to better link Shanxi province 
with the Inner Mongolia autonomous region.
WANG SHUGUANG / FOR CHINA DAILY
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Strategy benefits allF

with ‘endless potential’

Chinese expertise brings cities closer togetherBy CHEN WEIHUA ByCHENWEIHUA

Completion of Serbian rail link to cut journey duration by two-thirds
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Peljesac Bridge to reduce hassles for long-suffering travelers
M1By CHEN WEIHUA ByCHENWEIHUA
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Korcula believed by Croatians to be Marco Polo’s homeland Nation al passion, bathed in red and white
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From left: The Novi Sad station on the Belgrade-Budapest railway; the Ban Josip Jelacic 
Square in Zagreb; the Peljesac Bridge; and the Hungarian Parliament Building. With 
projects including railways and bridges, the Belt and Road Initiative is adding ever greater 
connectivity to countries involved in the BRI. photos by liang shuang / china daily and xinhua

Fireworks illuminate the night over the Peljesac Bridge during its 
opening ceremony in Komarna on July 26. miroslav lelas / pixsell

The Zagreb Cathedral in Croatia’s 
capital. LIANG SHUANG / CHINA DAILY

The design and colors that Cro­
atian national teams proudly wear 
in sporting arenas are very dis­
tinct in their design and color. Red 
and white are central to the motifs 
they wear, the red bespeaking fire, 
passion and vitality and the white 
evoking the purity of snow.

Red and white checkered ele-

neer of the Chinese joint venture, 
appeared sentimental on the one- 
year anniversary.

Since arriving in Serbia to work 
on the project in August 2018 he has 
returned to China only once, at the 
end of 2018. A mountain of work 
and the pandemic kept him from 
seeing his wife and young daughter, 
a second-grader in elementary 
school, in person.

“I feel sorry for my family for not

age, Marco is said to have had an 
adventurous bent.

Eventually, Polo would travel 
through Asia along the Silk Road, 
between 1271 and 1295. His trav­
els are recorded in The Travels of 
Marco Polo, in which he said he 
came to China in 1275 and lived 
in China for 17 years. He is con­

fer these kinds of projects and for 
China’s help.

“It makes me happy as well,” said 
Gavric, who has spent seven years 
in China and has become a well- 
known social media influencer on 
Chinese social media apps such as 
Weibo, Douyin and Bilibili. “Serbia 
and the West Balkans need more 
modern projects, and hopefully 
China will play an important role in 
modernizing this region.”

Editor’s note: This year marks the 10th anniversary of the launch of the Belt and Road Initiative. A decade of practice has demonstrated that it’s a broad and prosperous way for China and the world to share opportunities and seek common development. 
In a more than 10-part series, China Daily finds out how the road of peace, prosperity, openness, green development, innovation and civilization will contribute more to the sharedfuture of mankind.
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sidered an important contributor 
to cultural exchanges between 
the East and the West.

Korcula is one of Croatia’s larg­
est islands, and a three-story 
stone house in which Polo is said 
to have lived still stands.

near the newly built Peljesac Bridge, 
it is easy to spot workers putting fin­
ishing touches to holiday homes that 
are being built or upgraded as the 
summer tourist season approaches.

Many more holiday accommoda­
tions are being built not just in Komar­
na but all over the coast, Jan Skov said.

The new bridge is widely seen as a 
reason for a surge in local tourism, 
he said, and another is people’s hun­
ger for travel after the pandemic.

Miljana Borojevic, director of the

allowing easier accessibility, and 
reduces the travel time to and from 
the far south, with no border cross­
ings, the video said.

Early this month, the Internation­
al Bridge Conference in Pennsylva­
nia awarded the Gustav Lindenthal 
Medal in respect of the Peljesac 
Bridge for its outstanding achieve­
ment in engineering and for “dem­
onstrating technical and material 
innovation, aesthetic merit, harmo­
ny with the environment and suc-

ments can be seen everywhere you 
go in the country. For example, the 
landmark St. Mark’s Church in the 
capital, Zagreb, is adorned with 
that red and white checkered pat­
tern, which Croatians call sahov- 
nica, the Croatian checkerboard.

Legend has it that both colors 
denote direction, red for north

. *

According to most historical 
records, explorer Marco Polo was 
born in 1254. That date may well 
be beyond dispute, but his birth­
place is contested.

For Croatians, Polo was born 
on the Croatian island of Korcula. 

The Polo family were inveter­
ate navigators, and from an early

Italy’s Bari to Romania’s Bucha­
rest via Montenegro and Serbia.

The E-763 is a vital artery from 
Serbia, a landlocked country, to 
the port in Montenegro along 
the Adriatic Sea. It also connects 
with Hungary via E75 and with 
Romania via E70.

The New Belgrade-Surcin sec­
tion, designed with a speed of 80 
kilometers per hour, has three 
lanes in each direction and two- 
way pedestrian paths and bicy­
cle lanes. The $70.5-million 
project, which broke ground in 
March 2020, included the con­
struction and upgrading of a 
roundabout, an interchange, six 
bridges and 11 pipe culverts.

With the inauguration of the 
new section, the total mileage of 
the E-763 highway reaches 140 km, 
including a total length of 87 km 
built by Chinese companies China 
Communications Construction 
and Shandong Hi-Speed Group.

Companies from Azerbaijan 
also participated in the con­
struction of E-763.

Shandong Hi-Speed has so far 
completed the 50.2-km section of 
E-763 it has contracted to build.

China Communications Con­
struction has contracted a total of 
162.7 km and has so far completed 
two sections totaling 25.5 km. The 
30.2-km section from Preljina to 
Pozega is now under construction. 

Serbia’s terrain of hills and 
mountains means that building 
a highway often requires the con­
struction of many tunnels and 
bridges.

being able to join them during Spring 
Festivals,” he said. However, Duan 
said he feels proud to be part of a key 
project of the Belt and Road Initiative. 

Jelena Gavric, a native of Novi 
Sad, did a live broadcast relating to 
the high-speed railway on the anni­
versary of its inauguration.

Gavric, who speaks fluent Chi­
nese, and who has worked on the 
joint venture for the previous four 
months, said Serbians are grateful

The railway line between the Ser­
bian capital Belgrade and the Hun­
garian capital Budapest dates back 
to the inauguration in 1883 of the 
Orient Express, connecting Paris 
with what is today Istanbul.

While the 75-kilometer section of 
track linking Serbia’s two largest cit­
ies, Belgrade and Novi Sad, has been 
renovated over those 140 years, 
until 13 months ago the journey 
took 90 minutes, with trains trun­
dling along at a graceful 40 km/h.

That all changed on March 19 last 
year when a high-speed train that 
started running that day cut travel 
time to about 30 minutes. In the 
first year of its operation, the service 
carried nearly 3 million passengers, 
that in a country of 7 million people. 

The Belgrade-Novi Sad section is 
part of the 342-km Belgrade-Buda­
pest high-speed railway, which, 
upon completion in 2025, will short­
en the rail trip between the two capi­
tals from the current eight hours to 
less than three. The design speed is 
200 km/h on the 183-km Serbian 
section and 160 km/h on the 159- 
km Hungarian section.

Serbia’s Prime Minister Ana 
Bmabic took a ride on the high-speed

Sr5

Korcula Tourist Board, said that 
while the opening of the Peljesac 
Bridge last year brought an influx of 
tourists, the full impact will be seen 
in a couple of years.

“The locals, of course, are pleased 
with the bridge opening,” Borojevic 
said. “It makes travel much easier 
and faster, in addition to not having 
to cross state borders.”

Since the bridge opened to traffic 
on July 26 last year, more than 1.33 
million vehicles had crossed it by 
April 17. Daily flow during last sum­
mer’s tourist season averaged 
15,000 vehicles.

Before the bridge was built, people 
traveling between Croatia’s mainland, 
such as the biggest coastal tourist city 
of Split, and Dubrovnik, a major tour­
ist city on the Mediterranean, had to 
pass through the Neum Corridor, a 
9-kilometer stretch of coast that is 
part of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

It meant having to go through 
four time-consuming border checks, 
often with long queues during sum-

cessful community participation”.
An award ceremony will be held at 

the IBC annual conference in Nation­
al Harbor, Maryland, on June 12.

Lu Shengwei, assistant general 
manager of CRBC Croatia, in Zagreb, 
said his team is still supervising 
operations of the bridge, remaining 
in close contact with the owner, pro­
viding training to the owner’s repair 
and maintenance team and ensur­
ing subcontractors fulfill their obli­
gations during the warranty period.

The red and white checkered 
pattern is seen everywhere in 
Croatia, provided to china daily

ByCHENWEIHUA
in Komarna, Croatia

ByCHENWEIHUA
in Belgrade, Serbia 
chenweihua @ chinadaily.com .cn

Hrvatske Ceste, a state-owned com­
pany in Croatia responsible for pub­
lic roads. The project was funded by 
357 million euros ($390 million) 
from the European Commission’s 
Cohesion Policy funds. The money 
accounted for 85 percent of the total 
cost, with the rest covered by Croatia. 

CRBC was the first Chinese com­
pany to undertake a project funded 
by the European Union.

During construction, the CRBC 
worked with 18 design consulting 
companies, 45 construction compa­
nies in the European Union and 112 
global equipment and materials sup­
pliers, environmental protection and 
other professional companies in Cro­
atia, Poland, Romania and elsewhere.

It was a huge undertaking, espe-

Ivona 
Ladjevac

Jan Skov and his wife Winnie, a 
Danish couple who own four holiday 
homes in Komarna, a small village in 
southern Dalmatia along the Adriat­
ic Sea, have had many bookings 
since last summer.

“This year is even better than we 
usually have, up 50 percent,” Jan 
Skov said.

Walking through the small village

Left: Serbian Prime Minister Ana Bmabic (fourth from right) addresses a ceremony in celebration of the first anniversary of the 
operation of the Belgrade-Novi Sad section of the Belgrade-Budapest Railway in Novi Sad on March 19. photos by wang wei / xinhua 
Right: A train attendant waits for passengers to board in Belgrade, Serbia, on March 19.

and white for west. Those who 
live near the Adriatic Sea are 
called White Croats, and those in 
the mountains Red Croats. Red 
and White Croats, interact with 
each other, just like a chessboard. 
The checkerboard diagram shows 
the story of Croats intermingling. 

That checkered pattern figures 
prominently on the national flag.

The construction site of the Peljesac Bridge near Komarna, Croatia, 
on Oct 20,2020. Milan sabic / pa images

railway on March 19 from Belgrade to 
Novi Sad to attend the ceremony 
marking the one-year anniversary.

A Chinese consortium formed by 
the China Railway International Cor­
poration and China Communica­
tions Construction Corporation, or 
CCCC, helped build the high-speed 
railway. Russian, Swiss and German 
companies have also had a role.

“What we inaugurated a year ago 
today is not just high-speed rail, but 
is also a milestone in Serbia’s devel­
opment,” Brnabic said. “Today is an 
extremely important day. By the end 
of next year it will only take one hour 
from Belgrade to Subotica,” Brnabic 
said, referring to the completion of 
the Serbian section of the Budapest- 
Belgrade high-speed railway.

“We have a big dream. Our plan is 
to bring more Chinese investors to 
Serbia and to promote the exchange 
of science and technology between 
the two countries. China is our great 
cooperation partner and a trustwor­
thy friend in realizing our dream.”

Less than 20 days later on April 6, 
workers at the Chinese joint venture 
started to lay tracks on the 108-km 
section from Novi Sad to Subotica, a 
Serbian city bordering Hungary. 
The section will have a total of 49 
overpasses, underpasses and via­
ducts, with the largest viaduct to be 
built near Vrbas about 1.6 km long.

Serbia’s Minister of Construction, 
Transport and Infrastructure Goran 
Vesic announced last month that 
construction of the section will be 
completed by the end of next year.

The Mayor of Novi Sad, Milan 
Duric, said he has seen the good quali­
ty of the high-speed railway in the past 
year. ‘Tm fully confident that we will 
travel to Subotica on a high-speed rail­
way by the end of next year,” he said.

Duan Wei, the deputy chief engi-

Serbian President Aleksandar 
Vucic expressed his enthusiasm 
for building highway networks 
connecting cities across the 
country and with neighboring 
countries, while he was attend­
ing the opening ceremony of a 
highway earlier this month.

“If you want to be wealthy, first 
build roads,” he said, citing a Chi­
nese proverb. “Roads bring advan­
tage, happiness and progress, they 
bring investors. Because without 
roads, no one will come.”

The ceremony inaugurated 
the 8-kilometer-long New Bel­
grade-Surcin highway, which is 
part of the E-763 highway built 
partly by the China Communica­
tions Construction Company.

Vucic said the new section “will 
be the lifeblood of western Serbia” 
Vucic visited the construction site 
on Jan 11 to express his apprecia­
tion to the Chinese workers.

During the inauguration cere­
mony, Vucic said the country’s 
public debt is low compared 
with European Union states due 
to good financial results this 
year, so Serbia will sign more 
large contracts for highway pro­
jects this year.

With a total length of about 
260 kilometers from the capital 
Belgrade to the border with 
Montenegro, the E-763 highway 
is an important part of the high­
way network in Serbia as well as 
the Pan-Europe Corridor 11, a fer­
ry and highway corridor linking

Plenkovic said the bridge is “not a 
luxury but a necessity” and will con­
tribute to the country’s economic 
development, transport connectivi­
ty, tourism revenues as well as better 
living standards for all people in the 
south of Dubrovnik-Neretva County.

Croatia’s President Zoran Milan- 
ovic also attended the opening cere­
mony. “The Peljesac Bridge will 
forever remain a monumental 
reminder of the boldness of one gen­
eration of Croatian people,” he said.

Kristjan Stanicic, managing direct­
or of the Croatian National Tourist 
Board, described the bridge as a new 
attraction that would further stimu­
late tourist demand in the south.

A promotional video by the 
Dubrovnik and Neretva County 
Tourist Board calls the bridge “a life­
changing connection”.

Peljesac Bridge is a state-of-the-art 
construction that unifies Croatian 
territory, improves the region’s level 
of competitiveness, increases the lev­
el of services and safety of traffic by

ment plants in 65 municipalities 
across the country.

Serbia, a candidate for member­
ship in the European Union, must 
meet EU environmental standards 
before it can become a member.

During the signing ceremony for 
the sewage treatment project in 
2021, Serbia’s then minister of con­
struction, transport and infrastruc­
ture Tomislav Momirovic described 
the project as “Serbia’s boldly step­
ping into the future and creating a 
modern, functional state”

On April 12, Momirovic, now 
minister of domestic and foreign 
trade, was in Beijing signing a 
memorandum of understanding 
with China’s Minister of Commerce 
Wang Wentao on starting negotia­
tions on a free-trade agreement.

Wang described Serbia as an 
“ironclad friend” of China and said 
his country is willing to invest in the 
free trade agreement negotiations.

Momirovic said such an agreement 
would create a favorable environ­
ment and Serbia is willing to work 
with China to promote negotiations.

cially after the pandemic broke out 
in 2020, when 800 Chinese workers 
were engaged in construction. 
Ensuring the progress and quality 
of the project while protecting 
workers from the coronavirus was a 
huge challenge.

Liu Jiaxi, a CRBC field engineer on 
the project, said earlier that success­
fully meeting the standards of China, 
Croatia and the EU could be “attrib­
uted to everyone’s dedication and 
their pursuit for excellence in details”. 

Croatia started building the Peljes­
ac Bridge in 2007 but work was halt­
ed in 2010 because of financial 
difficulties.

“I feel pride that we belong to the 
generation that has accomplished this 
remarkable feat, connecting Croatia’s 
south, the southern parts of Dubrov­
nik-Neretva County, with the rest of 
the country” Croatia’s Prime Minister 
Andrej Plenkovic said during an inau­
guration gala for the bridge featuring 
fireworks and acrobatic aerial dis­
plays and music and dance.

mer. In addition, the checks have 
become much stricter since Jan 1 
this year when Croatia became the 
27th member of the passport-free 
Schengen Area.

“The border checks, especially in 
summer, were such a hassle,” said 
Selma Knudsen, who has a holiday 
home in Komarna. She hated having 
to explain to border and customs 
officials why she had bottles of wine 
and other items in her vehicle, she 
said. “It’s definitely easier now.”

The 2.4-km-long, 23.6-meter- 
wide, four-lane bridge was built by a 
consortium headed by the China 
Road and Bridge Corporation, or 
CRBC. Standing 55 meters above sea 
level with pylons rising to a height of 
as much as 124 meters, the bridge 
connects Komarna on the mainland 
with the town of Brijesta on the Pel­
jesac Peninsula.

The CRBC began work on the 
project on July 30, 2018, just three 
months after it led a Chinese consor­
tium to win public tendering by

The Belt and Road 
Initiative has “endless 
potential” to benefit all, 
said an expert at a Ser­
bian research institute. 

Ivona Ladjevac, dep­
uty director at the Insti­
tute of International
Politics and Economics in Bel­
grade, said the BRI is producing 
results in Serbia.

However, Ladjevac expressed 
concern that changing interna­
tional relations have negatively 
impacted some participating 
countries in the BRI in their 
implementation of the initiative. 

She said she felt sad that Ser­
bia, which has an independent 
foreign policy by maintaining 
close ties with China and Russia, 
has also felt pressure from Brus­
sels. Since March 2019, the Euro­
pean Union has described China 
as a cooperation partner, eco­
nomic competitor and systemic 
rival. “It is sad that certain coun­
tries cannot or won’t realize that 
the BRI is an extraordinary well 
of opportunities for mutual coop­
eration of all countries,” she said.

She said it is important to 
attract Chinese investment to 
Serbia’s agriculture, tourism and 
IT sectors, citing China’s support 
for the construction of a science 
and technology park in Serbia. 
Ladjevac hopes Serbia will also 
attract more investment from 
China’s private sector.

In 2009, China and Serbia

Chinese companies have been 
active in other infrastructure con­
struction projects in Serbia.

PowerChina, which has also built 
highways in Serbia, is undertaking 
the civil engineering for Belgrade’s 
subway projects, which also involves 
the French company Alstom.

Serbia’s President Aleksandar 
Vucic said last year that he was 
pleased with the Chinese and 
French companies that are the main 
contractors on the subway project 
as well as domestic companies that 
have been chosen as subcontractors. 

The City Manager of Belgrade, 
Miroslav Cuckovic, said recently 
that the city authorities would sign 
a contract with the German rail 
company Deutsche Bahn in early 
May to become the main supervisor 
of the subway project.

He told local media RTS that the 
Belgrade subway will be the second 
fully automated, driverless subway 
in the world, the other being in Qatar. 

Belgrade hopes to complete its 
first subway line, 21 km long with 21 
stations, from Zeleznik to Mirijevo, 
by 2027 and a line of the same 
length with 23 stations from Miri­
jevo to Zemun, by 2030.

China Road and Bridge Corpora­
tion, a subsidiary of CCCC, has been 
commissioned by the Serbian gov­
ernment to build wastewater treat-

signed the Agreement 
on Economic and Tech­
nical Cooperation. Also 
the same year the two 
countries signed their 
strategic partnership 
agreement. Ladjevac 
said the agreement pro­
vided the impetus to 
expanding economic

relations and an excellent base 
for capital infrastructure pro­
jects that followed.

Many countries in central and 
eastern Europe, through cooper­
ation with China, have secured 
funding for better connectivity.

Through her trips to China 
and interaction with Chinese 
people in Serbia, Ladjevac was 
impressed by the Chinese people 
who she described as “hardwork­
ing” and “dedicated” people who 
“love their country very much”.

Ladjevac said the Belgrade-Bu­
dapest Railway being built is of 
great significance not only for the 
two countries, but also of great 
regional and even international 
significance as it connects Bel­
grade and Budapest and provides 
a link to North Macedonia and 
Greece, connecting the Greekport 
of Piraeus with Central Europe 
and at the same time connecting 
the Middle East with Europe.

She also said the E-763 highway 
being built between Serbia and 
Montenegro is of significance. “In 
a wider context, it connects 
Romania, Serbia, Montenegro 
and Italy and thus contributes to 
better regional connectivity”
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Croatia’s Korcula is believed to 
be the homeland of the explorer 
Marco Polo, cui jia / china daily
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Selma Knudsen, from Bos­
nia and Herzegovina, visited 
her friend in Mozambique in «
2017 when the China Road and P - JK C ■ 
Bridge Corp, or CRBC, was I 
building the longest suspen- L_ 

sion bridge in Africa between Selma 
Maputo and Katembe. Knudsen

A civil engineer by training,
Knudsen felt it was so nice there and she 
hoped to stay there. Her friend suggested 
that she talk to the Chinese company, but 
the idea of working for a Chinese company 
sounded a bit strange to her back then.

But a year later, she joined the CRBC in 
Croatia. The construction company was 
building the Peljesac Bridge, which spans the 
sea channel between Komarna on the north­
ern mainland and the peninsula of Peljesac. 

“For me, it’s not just a job, it’s a crown on 
my career. It’s a life story” she recalled in an 
interview on April 12. “It was like a dream 
come true because I had always been think­
ing about working here.”

As a senior commercial coordinator, she 
had to find subcontractors, prepare con­
tracts, hold negotiations and ensure con­
tracts are followed. She was also in charge 
of procurement and quality control.

After nearly four years of working on the 
bridge project, she and her Chinese col­
leagues became good friends.

“We had lots of fun. It was such a great 
experience. I really enjoyed it,” she said, add­
ing she still keeps in touch with her former 
Chinese colleagues who are now working in 
other parts of Europe and the world.

Knudsen, who now works in the Croa­
tian capital Zagreb, has gone back to the 
bridge five to six times after its completion.

Croatian people and news 
media have been amazed by 
the ability of a Chinese compa­
ny to finish the Peljesac Bridge 
before the agreed deadline, 
said the founder and president
of a Croatian think tank. J asna

“China’s reputation in Croa- Plevnik 
tia has grown significantly”
Jasna Plevnik, founder and president of Geo- 
economic Forum Croatia, said. “The official 
name of the bridge is Peljesac Bridge, but it is 
also popularly called the Chinese Bridge, 
which reflects an admiration for the China 
Road and Bridge Corporation’s work.”

She expressed that Croatia’s government 
has been interested in other big national 
projects that involve European Union 
funds and Chinese companies, especially 
in infrastructure projects.

“The BRI as a new generation model of 
cooperation and connectivity among coun­
tries emphasizes digital and green invest­
ments and multilateralism and China’s 
willingness to strengthen the BRI is an 
opportunity for countries within the BRI to 
continue with processes of economic inter­
dependence among themselves and with 
China,” Plevnik said.

However, Western politicians have been 
criticizing the BRI from the beginning, but 
they failed to stop 18 European countries, 
including EU member states, candidate 
states and others, from becoming China’s 
partners in building the BRI, Plevnik said.

She stressed that the world needs sus­
tainable development, green economic 
cooperation and peace more than ever. ‘All 
these goals exist in the Belt and Road Initi­
ative,” she said. “Keep it alive and healthy.”
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Wang said China has established 
a national biodiversity observation 
network to better understand the 
conditions of the country’s biodiver­
sity resources and their trends.

The network includes dedicated 
subnetworks for different types of 
ecosystems and species, including 
terrestrial vertebrates, insects and 
freshwater fish, he said.

The China Biodiversity Observa­
tion Network, the construction of 
which was launched in 2011 by the 
ministry, for example, has 749 desig­
nated plots for observation across 
the country, he said. In total, it has 
obtained 1.8 million pieces of obser­
vation information.

The China Biodiversity Monitor­
ing and Research Network, which is 
run by the Chinese Academy of Sci­
ences, includes the world’s first for­
est biodiversity network that covers 
different latitude gradients. It also 
has Asia’s largest real-time monitor­
ing system and database for birds, 
he noted.

win-win’ on

By ZHOU MO 
in Shenzhen, Guangdong 
sally@chinadailyhk.com

ByHOULIQIANG
hovliqiang@chinadaily.com.cn
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The Chinese military wil1 contin­
ue to closely monitor the situation 
in the Taiwan Strait, maintain a high 
level of alertness at all times and 
take necessary actions in accord­
ance with the law, Senior Colonel 
Tan Kefei, spokesman of the Minis­
try of National Defense, said on 
Thursday.

In mid-April, foreign media 
reported that representatives from 
several United States defense con­
tractors would visit Taiwan in early 
May to discuss joint production of 
drones and ammunition.

In response to the reports, Tan 
said the Chinese military expresses 
serious concerns about the trip as 
the Taiwan question is purely Chi­
na’s internal affairs and does not 
allow for any foreign interference. 

“The US ‘Military-Industrial Com­
plex’ has always been keen on selling 
weapons around the world and 
exporting wars for profit,” Tan said, 
adding that Taiwan’s Democratic 
Progressive Party is contemptible for 
“inviting wolves into their homes” 
and their actions will only bring 
calamity to Taiwan compatriots.

Tan said nobody can undermine 
the Chinese military’s determina­
tion to defend national sovereignty 
and territorial integrity.

“We strongly urge the US to fully 
recognize the sensitivity of the Tai­
wan question and the complexity of 
the current situation in the Taiwan 
Strait, adhere to the one-China prin­
ciple and the three Sino-US joint 
communiques, and properly handle 
Taiwan-related issues,” he added.

Tan also urged the US to stop 
interfering in the Taiwan question 
and refrain from conducting mili­
tary exchanges and selling arms to 
Taiwan. “The People’s Liberation 
Army will resolutely counter any 
form of ‘Taiwan independence’ sep­
aratist activities and external inter­
ference, and will firmly safeguard 
national sovereignty and territorial 
integrity?’ he said.

When commenting on US offi­
cials’ recent accusations of China 
“militarizing” the South China Sea 
and that therefore the US should 
strengthen its military presence in 
the Philippines, Tan said China has 
indisputable sovereignty over the 
islands and their adjacent waters in 
the South China Sea.

“China building infrastructure 
and necessary defensive structures 
on these islands are a lawful exercise 
of national sovereignty and entirely 
legitimate,” he said, adding other 
countries have no right to make irre­
sponsible remarks about these 
actions.

Tan said China has expressed seri­
ous concerns about the US develop­
ing new military bases in the 
Philippines on multiple occasions. 
“Currently, the US is strengthening 
its military deployment in the South 
China Sea and deliberately height­
ening tensions. Countries from the 
region should remain highly vigi­
lant to these developments,” he said. 

The Chinese military will reso­
lutely defend the country’s territori­
al sovereignty and maritime rights, 
and wall firmly safeguard peace and 
stability in the South China Sea, Tan 
concluded.

In response to a Pentagon report 

accusing China of conducting secre­
tive nuclear tests, sensitive biological 
activities and the proliferation of mis­
sile technology, Tan said the content 
of the report is completely unfound­
ed and purely fabricated with the 
intention of smearing China.

Tan said the US has adopted a 
double standard in terms of arms 
control, nonproliferation and disar­
mament to serve its own security 
interests.

“They have constantly shifted 
blame and withdrawn from treaties 
in the field of nuclear nonprolifera­
tion, obstructed negotiations on the 
verification protocol of the Biologi­
cal Weapons Convention, and estab­
lished hundreds of biological 
laboratories worldwide,” Tan said.

Meanwhile, the US is also devel­
oping new types of nuclear war­
heads, cooperating with the United 
Kingdom and Australia in nuclear 
submarine programs, and advanc­
ing military plans in outer space and 
cyberspace, Tan said.

“These actions have seriously 
undermined global and regional 
strategic stability and have a signif­
icant impact on multilateral arms 
control, nonproliferation and dis­
armament processes,” he said.

Tan added that China firmly 
upholds the international system 
with the United Nations at its core, 
as well as the international order 
based on international law. China 
lias strictly fulfilled its international 
obligations and responsibilities, and 
has taken concrete actions to main­
tain the international arms control 
and nonproliferation system.

‘We urge the US to reflect on its 
own behavior, refrain from smear­
ing others and respond seriously to 
the international community’s con­
cerns about its commitment to fol­
lowing treaties,” he said.

A supervision platform supported 
by over 30 satellites has been put 
into operation, as China improves 
its conservation of crucial ecological 
zones with a red line mechanism, 
according to the Ministry of Ecology 
and Environment.

The platform “can automatically 
scan and identify local changes of 
the land surfaces, and monitor risks 
of ecological damage in a timely 
manner” Wang Zhibin, head of the 
ministry’s nature and eco-conserva- 
tion department, said at a news con­
ference on Thursday.

With construction started in 
2018, parts of the platform for the 
supervision of the red lines for eco­
logical conservation have previously 
been put into use in accordance 
with the construction progress, he 
noted.

To date, he said, the platform has 
provided over 2,000 clues of envi-

With all the venues completed 
and test events underway, Hang­
zhou is closing out its preparations 
for the 19th Asian Games as the 
city embraces hosting the conti­
nental sports gala as a boost for its 
international image.

With less than five months to go 
before an estimated 30,000 ath­
letes, coaches and officials land in 
Hangzhou from across Asia, the 
Chinese organizers of the Asian 
Games have drawn confidence 
from solid preparatory work in 
venue readiness, service planning 
and operational tests, and are con­
fident that the games will be a life­
long experience for all participants. 

“Hangzhou has been all set,” 
said Chen Weiqiang, executive sec­
retary-general of the Hangzhou 
Asian Games Organizing Commit­
tee, during a news briefing in Bei­
jing on Thursday.

As the first mega international 
sporting event to be held in China 
in the post-pandemic era, the Asian 
Games Hangzhou 2022, which was 
delayed by ayear due to COVID-19, 
plays an instrumental role in pre­
senting the city’s dynamic image, 
promoting international exchange 
and contributing to China’s goal of 
developing into a world sports 
powerhouse, said Chen, who is also 
a vice-mayor of Hangzhou.

The perennial sporting extrava­
ganza will be held at 56 competi­
tion venues in Hangzhou and five 
other surrounding co-host cities in 
Zhejiang from Sept 23 to Oct 8, 
featuring a comprehensive pro­
gram of 483 medal events of 40 
Olympic and non-Olympic sports. 

The Asian Games, arguably the 
world’s largest sports event for its 
participant number and inclusive 
program, is making a return to 
China after being held in Beijing in 
1990 and Guangzhou in 2010.

All the competition venues, 
including 12 new projects and 31 
training venues, have been com­
pleted. A total of 50 test events, with

The federation said that migrant 
workers make up the principal 
body of the nation’s manufacturing 
workers, and it required in the rec­
ommendation notice published in 
February that no less than 10 per­
cent of the medals be given to 
migrant workers to recognize their 
work performance.

Flexibly hired workers such as 
ride-hailing drivers, couriers and 
food deliverymen were also hon­
ored with the State-level prize 
because of their good work and their 
contributions to battling COVID-19. 

“Female food delivery worker 
Liao Zemeng from Chongqing in 
Southwest China was responsible 
for sending vegetables and medi­
cal supplies to residents when the 
city was hard hit by the epidemic,” 
said the federation.

According to the federation, it will 
continue to encourage local authori­
ties and companies to recommend 
migrant workers and flexible 
employees with the spirit of crafts­
manship for the National May 1 
Labor Medals, which aim to recog­
nize more community workers.

A student from Xu Beihong Art Academy of Shanghai Maritime Uni­
versity creates a portrait for workers at a construction site in Shang­
hai on Thursday. Teachers and students came to draw portraits for 
workers and pay tribute to diligence and craftsmanship ahead of the 
May Day holiday, which is dedicated to workers, fang zhe / xinhua

ronmental violations that have sup­
ported die country’s major environ­
mental protection actions, such as 
the high-profile central environ­
mental inspection, the teams of 
which are headed by ministerial- 
level officials.

“It has essentially covered all 
nature protected zones, areas encir­
cled by red lines for ecological con­
servation and other key ecological 
spaces,” he added.

On Saturday, the Ministiy of Nat­
ural Resources announced that the 
country has completed drawing red 
lines nationwide to identify the 
country’s crucial ecological zones.

No less than 3.15 million square 
kilometers across the country, 
including over 30 percent of the 
country’s total land area, have been 
demarcated within the red lines, it 
said.

The red lines cover areas that are 
critical in environmental function, 
ecologically sensitive and vulnera­
ble, and vital for biodiversity.

Nancy Ip Yuk-yu, president 
of the Hong Kong University 
of Science and Technology

Defense ministry also expresses ‘serious 
concerns’ on military bases in Philippines

Visitors admire exhibits at the Cao Cao Gaoling Mausoleum Site Museum in Anyang, Henan province, on 
Thursday, as the museum unveils some 400 sets of relics that were unearthed at the site or are related to 
Cao. One of the most well-known historical figures during the late Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220), Cao 
laid the foundation for the Wei Dynasty (220-265). It took decades for archaeologists to confirm that the 
Gaoling site was indeed Cao’s mausoleum. The museum will open to the public on Saturday, u an / xinhua

“By leveraging their respective 
strengths in integrated develop­
ment, they can form a two-way 
and interconnected technological 
chain. And by integrating domes­
tic and global I&T resources, they 
will be able to build a world-class 
I&T ecosystem,” she said.

She hoped Shenzhen and 
Hong Kong could jointly build a 
cross-border innovation park, 
where universities do basic 
research, laboratories deal with 
research transformation, and 
incubation bases provide sup­
port for startups.

These, together with techno­
logical, legal and financial servi­
ces, will form a whole I&T 
ecosystem, she said.

Fan Jianping, president of the 
Shenzhen Institute of Advanced 
Technology of the Chinese Acad­
emy of Sciences, said Shenzhen is 
a place where technology, capital 
and talent gather, and also a cen­
ter for international exchanges. 

“With the geographical prox­
imity to Hong Kong, Shenzhen 
can connect quickly with the 
world and bring the best technol­
ogy and talent there to develop 
industries,” he said.

Nonetheless, sound develop­
ment of an industry cannot be 
achieved with the strength of just 
one city, he pointed out. “Cooper­
ation with other cities in the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area is important. In 
particular, we need to give full 
play to the special roles of Hong 
Kong and Macao,” Fan added.

Matthew Chang, the dean’s chair 
and associate professor in bio­
chemistry and synthetic biology at 
the Yong Loo Lin School of Medi­
cine at the National University of 
Singapore, pins high hopes on 
enhanced collaboration between 
Singapore and the Greater Bay 
Area in the field of synthetic biolo­
gy, believing such work will create 
synergy and win-win results.

“Singapore has unique research 
expertise in synthetic biology 
which, in my view, can be very 
complementary to Shenzhen and 
the Greater Bay Area’s research 
expertise. We should keep this dis­
cussion going. From the Singapo­
rean side, we are more than ready 
to collaborate with Shenzhen and 
tlie Greater Bay Area in a more 
intimate manner?’ he said.

i
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some having taken place already, 
are expected to help organizers 
fine-tune facilities and improve 
operations, according to Chen.

With a fully open approach, 
unlike the Beijing 2022 Winter 
Olympics that adopted a “bubble” 
management of participants, Hang­
zhou 2022 has already received reg­
istration requests from 18,000 
athletes, who will be accommodat­
ed at the Asian Games village con­
sisting of 108 residential buildings. 

Considerate services to address 
the diversities in religion, dietary 
habits and overseas guests’ interests 
in exploring the city while experi­
encing Chinese culture have all been 
thoroughly planned and prepared, 
according to Huang Haifeng, a dep­
uty secretary-general of the Hang­
zhou 2022 organizing committee.

A three-day Chefs de Mission 
Seminar for the games concluded 
in the city on Thursday, with the 
majority of representatives of 45 
participating countries and 
regions leaving convinced that the 
event will be a resounding success, 
according to Chen.

“After visiting our venues, a lot 
of the delegation officials hailed 
the conditions of the facilities as 
world-class,” said Chen.

To further promote the games as 
well as Chinese culture, a series of 
milestone celebrations will be 
organized, such as the release of 
the games’medal design at the 100- 
day countdown on June 15, a live 
concert of Hangzhou 2022-themed 
songs at the opening ceremony sta­
dium next month and a torch relay 
that involves online participants a 
month before the opening.

International spectators wall be 
allowed direct entry into China, 
visa-free, as long as they purchase 
competition tickets via official out­
lets, according to the organizing 
committee.

To help make the games a sus­
tainable event with lasting legacy, 
organizers and property owners 
have developed post-games busi­
ness operation models for about 
90 percent of the venues.

By SUN XIAOCHEN 
sunxiaochen@chinadaily.com.cn

By ZHANG ZHIHAO
zhangzhihao@chinadaily.com.cn
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£
By leveraging their 
respective strengths 
in integrated 
development, they 
can form a two-way 
and interconnected 
technological 
chain.”

By CHENG SI
chengsi@chinadaily.com.cn

China honored 1,035 workers 
with National May 1 Labor Medals 
on Thursday for their outstanding 
work performance and contribu­
tions to the nation’s manufactur­
ing and industrial development.

According to a release by the All­
China Federation of Trade Unions, 
the recommendation and selec­
tion of these medalists were open 
to community and front-line 
workers, with those serving in 
manufacturing and flexible 
employment emphasized.

Among the winners, 412 were 
manufacturing workers — account­
ing for 41.6 percent of the total 
number — which was followed by 
235 skilled front-line and commu­
nity workers. A total of 176 migrant 
workers won medals, accounting 
for nearly 17 percent of the total. Of 
the 1,035 winners, 216 were women. 

These medal winners mostly 
serve in sectors of manufacturing, 
transportation, construction and 
electricity or heating companies.

3
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Shenzhen in Guangdong prov­

ince and the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region should 
focus on integrated development 
in technological cooperation, lev­
eraging their complementary 
strengths to build a world-class 
innovation and technology eco­
system, experts and scholars said. 

They made the remarks at the 
Guangming Science City Forum 
2023, which kicked off in 
Shenzhen on Thursday.

“Integrated development is 
key for innovation and technol­
ogy cooperation between 
Shenzhen and Hong Kong,” said 
Nancy Ip Yuk-yu, president of 
the Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology.

The two cities have comple­
mentary advantages in the field, 
which lay a solid foundation for 
integrated development, with 
Hong Kong possessing strong 
scientific research capability and 
Shenzhen having a sound indus­
try chain, she said in a keynote 
speech at the two-day event.
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Shenzhen,
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Okinawa residents are protest­
ing against Japan’s Self-Defense 
Forces’ deployment of ground- 
based Patriot Advanced Capabili- 
ty-3 interceptor missiles from 
Monday in the latest sign that 
Japan’s resolve to take advantage 
of the geopolitical tensions to 
accelerate the militarization of the 
region is against people’s will. 

Members of the prefecture’s par­
liament have submitted a resolu­
tion to the defense department, 
Cabinet office and the foreign 
affairs department of Japan urging 
Tokyo to heed people’s call for 
peaceful diplomacy.

The resolution demands that the 
government abide by the principles 
outlined in the four political docu­
ments it signed with its Chinese 
counterparts in 1972,1978,1998 
and 2008 respectively to maintain 
China-Japan friendship and active­
ly promote regional rapport 
through dialogue and diplomacy. 

This is the first time a local par­
liament has submitted a resolution

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
spokeswoman Mao Ning has 
announced that starting April 29 all 
passengers bound for China need 
to undergo just a rapid antigen test 
instead of a nucleic acid test for the 
novel coronavirus 48 hours before 
boarding a flight, and the airlines 
will no longer check the pre-board- 
ing test certificate. World Health 
Organization officials had said the 
virus, which causes respiratory dis­
eases will not transition from the 
pandemic phase to endemic phase 
but to a low-activity level. 

Since the implementation of Class

The appeal of the BRICS organi­
zation is more evident than ever 
before. Reportedly, 19 countries 
from around the world have 
expressed an interest in joining the 
group as members or observers. 

Over the past 10 years, BRICS has 
grown in success and its influence 
has been widely recognized. Join­
ing it means more opportunities for 
development.

With BRICS as an example, Chi­
na has played a crucial role in the 
process of advancing the develop­
ment of international organiza­
tions, particularly those for the less- 
developed countries and emerging 
market economies, over the past 
two decades.

For instance, the Shanghai Coop­
eration Organization has trans­
formed from an organization 
initially set up to negotiate border 
issues to a key international organi­
zation that plays an increasingly

doubting the Japanese govern­
ment’s China policy and strategic 
judgment. It reflects not only the 
voice of the 1.46 million inhabitants 
of Okinawa but also that of all 
peace-loving people in the country 
and beyond.

Ever since Japan annexed the 
Ryukyu Islands in 1879 and renamed 
them Okinawa, the islands’ fate has 
been lamentable. Okinawa was pas­
sively involved in World Wai' II, with 
the Japanese government using it as 
cannon fodder. In 1945, shortly 
before Japan’s unconditional surren­
der, up to a quarter of the local popu­
lation in Okinawa died as a civilian 
shield for the Imperial Japanese 
Army, making the islands the bloodi­
est battlefield in the Pacific. It is esti­
mated that 90,000 combatants and 
over 150,000 civilians living on the 
islands died in the campaign. 

With the US mistakenly defining 
China as its No 1 challenge and 
NATO meddling in Asia-Pacific 
affairs, Japan’s right-wing political 
forces think they have found an

B management for inbound epidem­
ic prevention and control measures 
at the end of2022, enthusiasm for 
cross-border exchanges among peo­
ple lias reached an unprecedented 
high. According to the National 
Immigration Administration, immi­
gration agencies nationwide counted 
65.07 million inbound and outbound 
personnel in the first quarter, up 116.2 
percent year-on-year.

The requirements for travelers 
from different countries or regions 
have been constantly updated, and 
the “uncertainty” of nucleic acid test­
ing has also been a concern for many

important role in promoting peace 
and development.

The founding of the Asian Infra­
structure Investment Bank, head­
quartered in Beijing, nearly 10 years 
ago has helped break the West’s con­
trol over global financial order. It is 
popular among the less-developed 
countries, not only in Asia, and has 
more than 100 members now. 

The multilateral development 
bank established by die BRICS 
members, the New Development 
Bank, headquartered in Shanghai, 
is a meaningful platform for BRICS 
and other countries to make better 
use of their financial resources to 
address development deficits, 
reducing their dependence on the 
US dollar and providing them more 
financial autonomy.

As such, an expanded BRICS 
means greater international influ­
ence and a bigger say in global rule­
making for developing countries.

I*

opportunity to break through the 
“pacifist Constitution” and revive 
militarism.

They have constantly hyped up 
the “China threat” substantially 
increased defense spending, devel­
oped offensive weapons and sought 
to acquire the capability for pre­
emptive strikes, in an attempt to 
subvert the post-war international 
order.

Echoing the voices of Okinawa 
residents, several Japanese social 
organizations announced on Mon­
day that they would hold a large- 
scale peaceful rally on May 21 to 
oppose the deployment of missiles 
in Okinawa.

The local media in Okinawa also 
points out that China, Japan’s larg­
est economic partner, and Japan 
are indispensable to each other, 
and the two neighbors should be 
wary of Washington sowing discord 
between them and try to ease ten­
sions and do their best to promote 
peace.
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people. Therefore, further adjust­
ments and optimization of epidemic 
prevention and control policies are 
necessary, both for Chinese people 
coming home from abroad and for­
eigners visiting China. 

It is reported that the require­
ments for providing nucleic acid 
test reports for travel from China to 
countries such as the United States 
and Japan have also been gradually 
lifted. This is a good trend. 

With the implementation of this 
new policy, tourism is expected to 
flourish during the May Day holiday. 

- BEIJING NEWS

Something long overdue. 
It is projected that the BRICS 

countries wall collectively contrib­
ute about 32.1 percent of the world’s 
economic growth this year, com­
pared with the G7’s 29.9 percent. 
The International Monetary Fund 
predicts that the two figures will 
become 33.6 percent and 27.8 per­
cent respectively by 2028 when 
BRICS’ share in the world’s gross 
domestic product will reach about 
35-40 percent and that of the G7 
about 278 percent.

The collective rise of the develop­
ing countries can reshape the evo­
lution of international relations in 
the foreseeable future. And the 
thriving of the multinational orga­
nizations of the developing econo­
mies can help them effectively 
coordinate their actions to better 
strive together for fairer interna­
tional orders.

- NIUTANQIN WECHAT ACCOUNT

s the international community has 
repeatedly stressed, Japan has the obli­
gation to properly handle the decom­
missioning of the Fukushima Daiichi 

nuclear power plant and the disposal of the nucle­
ar-contaminated water to ensure absolute safety. 

That Japan’s nuclear regulator criticized Tokyo 
Electric Power Company for its delay in consider­
ing emergency responses to the possible collapse of 
a reactor pressure vessel at the plant has only exac­
erbated worries over Japan’s slapdash handling of 
the decommissioning process and the manage­
ment of the radioactive waste.

At a news conference on Tuesday, Shinsuke 
Yamanaka, the chairman of Japan’s Nuclear Regu­
lation Authority, said TEPCO should have respond­
ed to the new safety hazard when it was discovered 
last year.

As a Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman said 
on Wednesday, Japan needs to shoulder its interna­
tional obligations, and properly handle the issues 
related to the decommissioning of the power plant. 

In particular, it needs to suspend its plan to dispose 
of the nuclear-contaminated water by discharging it 
into the ocean until all stakeholders and relevant 
international agencies confinn that it is safe to do so. 

Yet out of sight is out of mind as far as TEPCO is

ome recent developments concerning the 
West’s response to the Ukraine conflict 
indicate simmering and widening divi­
sions inside what appears to be a unani­

mous Western stance over the crisis.
According to reports, the European Union and 

Japan have pushed back against a United States’ 
proposal for G7 countries to ban all exports to Rus­
sia. The proposal aims to replace the current sec- 
tor-by-sector sanctions regime against Russia with 
a complete export ban with just afew exemptions. 

Washington apparently hopes the new proposal 
will be adopted by the G7 leaders in their upcoming 
summit in Hiroshima, Japan, next month, so as to 
effectively plug the loopholes in the current sanc­
tions regime and tighten the economic shackles on 
Russia even tighter.

In another development, the US news website 
Politico reported on Monday that the Joe Biden 
administration is quietly preparing for the possibili­
ty of re-engaging with China with a view to soliciting 
Russian President Vladimir Putin to the negotiating 
table if Ukraine’s spring counteroffensive falls short 
of expectations. The phone talk between the Chinese 
and Ukrainian leaders on Wednesday has raised 
hopes that the necessary conditions can be created 
for a cease-fire at an early date, and Washington giv­
ing its support would consolidate those hopes.

All this shows that after more than one year’s all- 
out support to Ukraine and ever-increasing pres­
sure on Russia, the US and its allies are facing 
uncertainties on the battlefield and feeling the 
backlash of their sanctions regime against Russia.

concerned. It hopes to surreptitiously discharge 
the toxic water into the sea. It finished digging an 
undersea tunnel for this purpose on Wednesday, 
which means that it will soon begin to treat the 
Pacific Ocean as its private toxic waste dump 
unless it sees reason.

The total amount of nuclear-contaminated waste­
water accumulated at the crippled plant has now 
reached 1.37 million tons in total, all of which had 
direct contact with the meltdown nuclear reactors 
and contain more than 60 kinds of radioactive ele­
ments. It is predicted that it will take at least 30 years 
to completely discharge all the water into the ocean. 

Even processed with the Advanced Liquid Pro­
cessing System, the contaminated water — which in 
a word game, the Japanese government and TEPCO 
insist on calling “treated nuclear wastewater” — will 
still be highly radioactive.

Whether discharged from a pipe above sea level 
or an undersea tunnel, the nuclear-contaminated 
wastewater will still be radioactive, and a threat to 
marine life and human health.

The current situation and the ocean discharge 
plan are fraught with hazards. Japan will have an 
indelible stain on its image and a guilty conscious­
ness that it will impose on its younger generation if 
it presses ahead with its unconscionable plan.

it

Right now, Russia and Ukraine appear to have 
reached a deadlock in the fighting and allowing the 
crisis to evolve into a lasting one seems more and 
more unsustainable to all parties involved.

Sanctions have never worked in resolving 
regional conflicts. A crisis of the magnitude of the 
one in Ukraine will not be swayed by the US-led 
sanctions either. Not to mention that while failing 
to force Russia to yield, Western sanctions are 
doing more harm than good to the world economy 
and the global supply chains.

Western countries have imposed sanctions on 
Russia in the hope of chokingits energy export chan­
nels and destroyingits economy. Butthose sanctions 
have backfired, hurt US allies and triggered a world­
wide energy crisis. The sanctions have also disrupt­
ed trade and aggravated inflation, leaving several 
economies teetering on the brink of recession.

More and more members of the world community, 
China included, have aired their proposals for a cease­
fire and an end to the Ukraine conflict After over one 
year’s ceaseless efforts to intensify the hostilities 
through escalating sanctions and providing weapons 
and military assistance to Ukraine, Western coun­
tries should awaken to the fact that a political settle­
ment is needed more than ever, not more sanctions. 

The G7 leaders should view the Ukraine crisis 
from a long-term and global perspective rather 
than through an ideological lens tainted with bloc 
confrontation and a Cold War mentality. They 
should act in a responsible way at their upcoming 
G7 summit and call for peace rather than further 
fanning the flames of the conflict.

epublic of Korea President Yoon Suk- 
yeol’s ongoing state visit to the United 
States carries special weight not because 
it is the first by a ROK leader in 12 years,

or an occasion for commemorating the 70th anni­
versary of the US-ROK alliance. But because it 
occurs at a time when both parties in the alliance 
feel an acute need for mutual reassurance that 
their partnership remains “ironclad” amid the 
multitude of present-day challenges.

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has 
escalated both its rhetoric and actions that the 
ROK perceives as signifying an existential threat to 
it. Although these have been stepped up in 
response to the ROKs own escalated military coop­
eration with the US, which the DPRK likewise per­
ceives to be an existential threat to it.

On its part, the US is coordinating more closely 
than ever with the ROK, not with a more watchful 
eye on the DPRK nuclear issue, but as part of its 
attempts at the geopolitical isolation of neighboring 
China From perceived potential contingencies aris­
ing from the Korean Peninsula to the Taiwan Strait, 
to “technology de-coupling” in such areas as semi­
conductors, Seoul has a role of critical strategic sig­
nificance in Washington’s “Indo-Pacific” strategy.

The ROK leader has gone to great lengths to 
make his trip rewarding. He made decisive moves 
to improve ties with Japan in defiance of conspicu­
ous domestic dissatisfaction at home, promised to 
provide further assistance to Ukraine despite 
warnings from Russia, and made comments on

Taiwan that he knew would irk Beijing. 
As the joint Washington Declaration issued by 

both governments on Wednesday revealed, he con­
veyed “full confidence in US extended deterrence 
commitments” and recognized “the importance, 
necessity, and benefit” of his country’s “enduring reli­
ance on the US nuclear deterrent” In other words, 
the ROK won’t develop its own nuclear weapons.

President Yoon has apparently been rewarded 
with what he wanted. In a show of commitment to a 
stronger combined posture under their Mutual 
Defense Treaty, the US and ROK leaders announced 
the establishment of a Nuclear Consultative Group 
to cope with a potential DPRK nuclear assault, 
which Washington claims will give Seoul more 
insights into, and a voice in, US planning for nucle­
ar contingencies.

The US and ROK presidents also made an 
explicit threat to Pyongyang that any nuclear 
attack by the DPRK against the ROK would be met 
with a swift, overwhelming and decisive response 
with the full range of US capabilities, “including 
nuclear” A “nuclear attack by North Korea ... is 
unacceptable and will result in the end of whatever 
regime were to take such an action”, Biden added. 

Such posture may serve the ROKs immediate tac­
tical need for sense of security in the face of the 
threat of nuclear attack. But it is not in the ROKs 
long-term, strategic or national security interests. 
When one country’s pursuit of security compromis­
es that of others, it will only create more risks and 
greater uncertainty.
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China opens new chapter of partnership
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A safe, healthy workplace vital for workers
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azakhstan will continue follow­
ing a balanced, constructive for­
eign policy aimed at protecting 
.its national interests. It will pri­

oritize issues of mutually beneficial coop­
eration and strategic partnership with 
neighboring states — China, Russia and 
the countries of Central Asia — and part­
ners in regional associations. 

Last year, Kazakhstan and China 
marked the 30th anniversary of the estab­
lishment of their diplomatic relations. 
During tliis period, we have achieved 
great results and taken our relations to 
the highest level, an eternal all-round 
strategic partnership, laying a solid foun­
dation for strengthening good neighborly 
ties and further deepening mutually ben­
eficial cooperation.

In February 2022, despite the difficult 
situation in our country at the time, 
Kazakh President Kassym-JomartTokay- 
ev attended the opening ceremony of the 
Winter Olympic Games in Beijing and 
held talks with President Xi Jinping, dem­
onstrating that the two countries have 
jointly built a solid foundation for a truly 
strategic partnership in all respects. 

In turn, President Xi’s visit to Kazakh­
stan in September 2022 — at a time when 
the COVID-19 pandemic was yet to be 
contained — showed the international 
community that the two countries have 
established a high level of partnership 
and mutual trust, as well as opened a new 
chapter of the 30th anniversary of 
Kazakhstan-China relations.

As a result of their talks, a number of 
intergovernmental and interdepartmen-

as an optional extra. All of the ILO’s 186 
member states are now obligated to 
respect, promote and achieve a safe and 
healthy working environment as a funda­
mental principle and right at work, irre­
spective of whether they have ratified 
either of the ILO’s conventions relating to 
occupational safety and health. 

This is significant for several reasons. 
First and foremost, it recognizes that 
every worker has the right to be protect­
ed from hazards and risks that can cause 
injury, illness or death in the workplace. 

By making occupational safety and 
health (OSH) a fundamental right, the 
ILO is sending a clear message to govern­
ments and employers of all countries that 
they must take responsibility for provid­
ing a safe and healthy working environ­
ment for all workers.

When workers feel safe and healthy in 
their workplace, they are likely to be 
more productive and efficient. This can 
benefit workers, employers as well as the 
wider economy. Conversely, when work­
ers are injured or become ill due to work­
place hazards, it can have a significant 
negative impact on productivity and eco­
nomic growth.

In China, progress on occupational 
safety and health is being made on many 
fronts. China has ratified six OSH-related 
international labor conventions, includ­
ing the Occupational Safety and Health 
Convention, 1981 (No. 155), which became 
a fundamental convention in 2022. China 
has made remarkable progress on occu­
pational safety and health over the last 
two decades. Between 2005 and 2021, 
total workplace fatalities declined by 83 
percent, and those in the coal mining sec­
tor were down by 98 percent. This shows 
what can be achieved when there is a 
strong commitment by governments and 
social partners.

For occupational safety and health to 
become a daily reality for all workers, it 
must be addressed alongside the ILO’s 
other fundamental principles and rights at 
work. These relate to the right to organize 
and collective bargaining, the elimination 
of forced and child labor as well as ending 
discrimination in the world of work. These 
fundamental principles and rights at work

The author is Kazakhstanis ambassador
to China.
The views do not necessarily reflect those
of China Daily.

U foreign policy chief Josep Borrell 
was right to reiterate in an op-ed in 
the French weekly Le Journal du 
Dimanche on April 22 that the Euro­

pean Union’s position on the Taiwan question 
is “simple and consistent” and “there is only 
one China”

It was outrageous, though, that he urged 
“European navies to patrol the Taiwan Strait 
to signify Europe’s commitment to freedom of 
navigation in this absolute crucial area” 
Although he said that “at die same time, we 
must be vigilant against provocations and out­
bidding’; his blatantly provocative statement 
is a challenge to China’s sovereignty and to the 
one-China principle he mentioned.

Tensions in the Taiwan Strait have risen 
dramatically over the past years because of 
Taiwan leader Tsai Ing-wen’s refusal to 
acknowledge the 1992 Consensus that there is 
only one China which has helped ensure 
peace, stability and prosperity, especially dur­
ing the eight years of Ma Ying-jeou’s leader­
ship when cross-Strait relations flourished. 

More important, the United States has 
increasingly used the Taiwan question as a 
geopolitical tool against China since the 
Donald Trump administration deviated from 
the policy and practice followed by US presi­
dents, from Richard Nixon to Barack Obama.

are an important part of the labor provi­
sions in most of the free trade agreements 
concluded in recent years, such as the 
Comprehensive and Progressive Agree­
ment for Trans-Pacific Partnership. 

The participation of both employers 
and workers through social dialogue and 
workplace cooperation is vital if a sound 
culture of prevention in occupational 
safety and health is to be created. Trade 
unions have an important role to play in 
this regard, helping voice concerns of 
workers as well as training them in basics 
of OSH. Also, enterprise-level OSH com­
mittees allow workers and employers to 
jointly address occupational safety and 
health issues.

A safe and healthy working environ­
ment is now a fundamental right for each 
and every worker. Governments, employ­
ers, trade unions as well as companies at 
every level of the supply chains must 
work together to make this right a reality. 

We can do so through shared commit­
mentjoint efforts and by adopting a 
holistic approach. One which recognizes 
and promotes all fundamental workers’ 
rights and helps deliver social justice and 
decent work for all.

very year, some 2.9 million wom­
en and men around the world 
succumb to work-related acci­
dents or diseases — that’s more

than 8,000 deaths every single day — and 
at least 402 million people suffer from 
non-fatal occupational injuries. The toll is 
enormous in terms of personal tragedy 
and hardship. And it comes with a huge 
economic loss. It is estimated that occu­
pational accidents and diseases lead to a 
5.4 percent loss of annual global GDP. 

Safety and health at work concern 
everyone. Every accident at work and 
every occupational disease can be pre­
vented. Prevention is the key. Since 2004, 
the International Labour Organization 
and its Chinese tripartite constituents 
have been organizing commemoration 
events on World Day for Safety and 
Health at Work on April 28 to build 
awareness among every enterprise and 
worker on the importance of building a 
safe and healthy working environment at 
every workplace.

A safe and healthy working environ­
ment is so important that in June 2022 
the ILO took a historic step when it add­
ed a safe and healthy working environ­
ment to its Fundamental Principles and 
Rights at Work.

Why does this matter?
It matters because occupational safety 

and health can now no longer be viewed

tai documents were signed in the areas of 
trade, economy, agriculture, finance, 
water use and the media. Agreements 
were also reached on opening consulates 
general in the cities of Aktobe in Kazakh­
stan and Xi’an in China, restoring direct 
flights from Kazakhstan to Beijing, open­
ing the “Lu Ban Workshop” and building 
a third railway crossing on the border. 

All these indicate that political trust 
and business partnership between 
Kazakhstan and China have reached a 
qualitatively new level.

Today, there are no unresolved issues 
between our countries or any obstacles 
for further deepening of cooperation and 
strengthening of friendship. The initia­
tives put forward by President Xi — the 
Global Development Initiative, the Global 
Security Initiative and the Global Civiliza­
tion Initiative — are aimed at helping 
build a just and sustainable world, and 
Kazakhstan supports them. Kazakhstan 
also supports the proposed peace plan to 
resolve the Ukraine crisis. 

Tokayev has repeatedly stressed, 
including at various international venues, 
that Kazakhstan is firmly committed to 

the values of peace, cooperation and trust. 
Kazakhstan and China have established 

close cooperation in multilateral organiza­
tions such as the United Nations, the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, the 
Conference on Interaction and Confidence 
Building Measures in Asia (CICA) and the 
China-Central Asia Format Meetings.

I want to especially emphasize that rep­
resentatives of Taoist and Buddhist reli­
gions from China have always taken an 
active part in the work of die Congress of 
Leaders of World and Traditional Reli­
gions. In September last year, despite the 
strict anti-pandemic measures, a strong 
Chinese delegation representing tradi­
tional religions and the State Administra­
tion for Religious Affairs took part in the 
work of the congress and its secretariat. 

And Wang Qislian, then vice-president 
of China, took part in the Sixth CICA 
meeting in Astana in October last year. 
Addressing the meeting, Wang said China 
sees the development of the CICA from a 
strategic point of view and based on long­
term prospects.

We in Kazakhstan support the plans of 
the Chinese side to hold the first Central 
Asia-China summit this year. And during 
the forthcoming state visit of President 
Tokayev to China, we expect new break­
through agreements in strengthening and 
further developing the bilateral compre­
hensive strategic partnership. 

China is one of the major trade and 
investment partners of Kazakhstan. In 
2022, according to Chinese government 
statistics, bilateral trade hit a record high 
of $31.2 billion.

We hope both sides remove 
more visa restrictions in 
order to boost trade, and 
economic, cultural and 
humanitarian cooperation
between the two countries.

r—
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As a key link in the China-proposed 
Belt and Road Initiative, Kazakhstan is 
ready for more practical cooperation on 
initiatives such as the Digital Silk Road, 
the Green Silk Road and the Health Silk 
Road, as well as the implementation of 
projects in the fields of digitalization, 
green technology and innovation. We are 
ready to fully support our Chinese part­
ners through the implementation of a 
new investment policy, which is an inte­
gral part of the new economic course of 
Kazakhstan.

Last year, Kazakhstan introduced a 
14-day visa-free policy for Chinese citi­
zens, which is already yielding results. In 
fact, Kazakhstan was included in the 
recent list of countries recommended by 
the Chinese government for Chinese tour­
ists.

We hope both sides remove more visa 
restrictions in order to boost trade, and 
economic, cultural and humanitarian 
cooperation between the two countries. 
The issue of the mutual establishment of 
cultural centers and the opening of a 
branch of one of the leading Chinese uni­
versities in Kazakhstan is being worked 
out, and cultural exchanges between 
youths are being resumed.

I am convinced that through joint 
efforts we will be able to open a bright 
new chapter in cooperation and partner­
ship between our countries.

Incumbent US President Joe Biden has said 
that US forces will defend Taiwan, words that 
were later walked back by his aides. The US 
has increased its high-level official contacts 
with Taiwan and also ramped up arms sales to 
the Chinese island while US navy vessels fre­
quently sail through the Strait and in Chinese 
waters, flexing their muscles. Also, US law­
makers have been pushing for legislation 
relating to Taiwan, which is provocative to the 
Chinese mainland.

Many US experts on China, including some 
pro-Taiwan scholars, have publicly criticized 
the Dump and Biden administrations for 
their moves to try and change the status quo 
across the Strait. For example. Harvard Uni­
versity scholar Graham Allison warned 
recently that, “American politics is driving 
towards a provocation that China could not 
avoid.”

That is probably why French President 
Emmanuel Macron said the EU should avoid 
getting dragged into a confrontation between 
Beijing and Washington over the Taiwan ques­
tion.

To respond to the unprecedented provoca­
tions, the People’s Liberation Army has held 
military drills to demonstrate the country’s 
determination and capability to defend its 
sovereignty and territorial integrity. Beijing 
has been crystal clear and consistent that it 
will exercise utmost patience and strive to 
achieve national reunification through peace­
ful means but it will not rule out the use of 
force to reunify Taiwan with the motherland, 
which is a clear warning to the separatists on 
the Chinese island to not try Beijing’s 
patience.

By sending navy vessels to sail through the 
Strait, the EU member states will heighten 
tensions across the Strait. As a seasoned diplo­
mat, Borrell should know this well and speak 
up against the US’ provocative moves and 
Tsai’s bid to achieve “Taiwan independence” 
instead of adding fuel to the fire. 

Like some US politicians, Borrell, whose 
official designation is EU High Representative 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, 
claimed that Taiwan “concerns us economical­
ly, commercially and technologically” but he 
should know that Taiwan concerns the main­
land much more in every which way you look 
at it for the simple reason that it is part of the 
country. Even in terms of trade, the mainland 
is by far the bigger partner of Taiwan than the 
EU’s 27 member states combined. 

As a former Spanish foreign minister, Bor­
rell should also realize that China has long 
supported Spain’s sovereignty and opposed 
the independence movement in Catalonia. 
The Taiwan question is China’s core interest 
and the redline no country should try to cross. 

Any foreign provocation and challenge to 
the country’s sovereignty over the Taiwan 
question is a provocation and challenge to the 
more than 1.4 billion Chinese people. 

Of course, when Borrell and other EU offi­
cials say “Europe”, it really means the bloc’s 27 
members while Europe has some 50 countries.

4-
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By sending navy vessels to sail 
through the Strait, the EU 
member states will heighten
tensions across the Strait.

The participation of both 
employers and workers 
through social dialogue 
and workplace cooperation 
is vital if a sound culture of 
prevention in occupational 
safety and health is to be 
created.
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Borrell’s call for 
navy patrols in 
Taiwan Strait 
highly provocative
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economic growth.
Collectively, the economies of 

emerging and developing countries 
now account for nearly 40 percent 
of the world’s total. The changes in 
economic power should be reflect­
ed in world politics and interna­
tional relations, which means 
developing countries are seeking a 
greater say and autonomy. This is 
precisely the true nature of a multi­
polar world.

However, not all international 
powers welcome multipolarity. 
During the Cold War, the United 
States used to suppress rapidly 
developing economies (such as 
Japan) to guard its hegemony, but 
the approach was not questioned or 
challenged since the economies 
were all allies of the US. 

In contrast, the rising powers aft­
er the Cold War are mostly non- 
Westem countries, and they seek 
independence not only in economy 
but also in politics and security. 

With the founding of the G20 in 
1999, developing countries have 
started joining developed countries 
in discussing and deciding the rules 
of international economic activi­
ties. The global financial crisis that 
started in the US in 2008 further 
raised international awareness of 
the dangers of a unipolar world, 
accelerating the shift and rise of 
new power centers. 

However, the path of the world 
order has been somewhat altered, 
due to the complex changes in 
international relations, especially 
the escalating super-power rivalry, 
the outbreak of the COVID-19 pan­
demic and regional conflicts. 

Led by the US, Western countries 
have taken advantage of the situa­
tion to impose unilateral sanctions 
and “long-arm jurisdiction” so as to 
strengthen an international system 
that suits their interests. The Joe 
Biden administration has sought to 
maintain the US hegemony by con­
necting with long-time allies and 
strengthening NATO’s geopolitical 
influence, while making every 
effort to contain competitors. The 
path to multipolarity remains long 
and difficult.

To build a new kind of interna­
tional relations and a healthy global 
governance system, it is necessary 
to go beyond the traditional inter-

The author is the chairman of the 
Center for Political and Economic 
Strategic Studies in Yerevan,
Armenia. The author contributed 
this article to China Watch, a 
think tank powered by China 
Daily. The views do not necessari­
ly reflect those of China Daily.

supremacy and rally behind the 
US, not only on Ukraine but on all 
other major issues, including the 
US policy toward China. 

However, this perception is not 
true, and it will lead Europe 
nowhere. The current interna­
tional relations are not a remake 
of the 1950s and 1960s bipolarity, 
where everyone was forced to 
make a choice between the US 
and the Soviet Union. The world 
is much more diverse, and an 
emerging plethora of several 
global players deny the logic of 
simple, binary choices. Europe 
may still opt for the US security 
umbrella, but Europe needs to 
understand that being the US’ 
junior partner in the emerging 
new world order is not in 
Europe’s best interests. First of 
all, it will harm Europe economi­
cally. The Ukraine conflict has 
already negatively impacted 
Europe’s economy, while the US 
energy and defense industry 
companies are reaping astonish­
ing high revenues from the 
increased arms and the liquefied 
natural gas trade. The recent US 
actions, including the adoption 
of the CHIPS and Science Act of 
2022 and the Inflation Reduction 
Act of 2022, have sent a clear 
message to everyone. The US is 
going to use the current geopoli­
tical dynamics in Europe to 
attract European capital and 
intellectual know-how to the US, 
depriving Europe of cutting-edge 

technologies and making it an 
economic backyard for US com­
panies. This perspective will not 
only end any possibility for die 
EU’s “strategic autonomy” but 
also decrease the living stan­
dards of tens of millions of peo­
ple in Europe, increasing poverty 
and ruining the European 
dream. As Europe is facing tough 
challenges due to its economic 
decoupling with Russia, the US is 
putting pressure on the EU to 
start economic decoupling widi 
China and support the US’ asser­
tive posture on Taiwan. If Europe 
follows this path, it will not only 
put an abrupt end to any possi­
bility of the EU avoiding the fate 
of being a US’junior partner but 
will ruin the European economy, 
making die EU a source of 
human capital boosting the US 
demography and as the destina­
tion for US exports. It may also 
drag Europe into a dangerous 
confrontation with China for rea­
sons that have nothing to do with 
European collective security or 
any European country’s strategic 
interests.

Many European leaders under­
stand the potential pitfalls of this 
scenario. In recent months, the 
German chancellor, the president 
of the European Council, the 
prime minister of Spain and the 
president of France have all visit­
ed China, seeking to boost bilater­
al relations and promote further 
economic cooperation. Facing the 
tough economic challenges due to 
the conflict in Ukraine and the 
US efforts to strengthen die US 
economy at the expense of 
Europe, economic decoupling 
with China is a non-starter for 
Europe. It is good for Europe that 
at least some European leaders 
understand this dynamic very 
well. After visiting China, Presi­
dent Macron, in an interview 
with Politico, stated that Europe 
must reduce its dependency on 
the US and avoid getting dragged 
into a confrontation between Chi­
na and the US over Taiwan. 
Europe needs sound geopolitical 
analysis to avoid being down­
graded into the US’junior part­
ner, who follows the US’ orders 
regardless of the implications.

The author is the
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Eastern European and 
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my of Social Sciences 
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Strategy at the CASS. The author 
contributed this article to China 
Watch, a think tank powered by 
China Daily. The views do not nec­
essarily reflect those of China Daily.

national political thinking, learn 
from historical experience, and 
redefine the behavioral norms of 
international law.

First, new relationships based on 
trust should be built, so that coun­
tries strengthen communication 
and exchanges at all levels, strive to 
define a stable cooperation frame­
work, and avoid unnecessary con­
frontation and malignant 
competition.

Second, new models of coopera­
tion should be explored, so that 
countries interact through dialogue 
rather than confrontation, through 
partnership rather than alliance. 
For example, China, Russia and 
Central Asian countries continue to 
enhance their strategic partner­
ships, clarifying the new principle 
of “everlasting friendship” 

Third, new concepts of develop­
ment should be established to 
shake off the influence of the Cold 
War mentality and power politics, 
promote openness and inclusivity, 
and create a good development 
environment for all countries in the 
world.

Fourth, new mechanisms of 
interaction should be built. China’s 
stable and friendly relations with 
its neighboring countries are the 
favorable results of policies based 
on “amity, sincerity, mutual benefit 
and inclusiveness” as well as vari­
ous cooperation and consultation 
mechanisms.

When President Xi met with Rus­
sian President Vladimir Putin dur­
ing his state visit to Russia in 
March, he pointed out that both 
China and Russia support multipo­
larity and work for greater democ­
racy in international relations, and 
both countries should strengthen 
coordination and cooperation on 
multilateral platforms such as the 
United Nations and be a bulwark 
for world peace and stability. 

As two major neighboring coun­
tries, China and Russia have 
smoothly solved historical issues 
and established good neighborly 
friendship through all-round 
cooperation. They have continu­
ously deepened political mutual 
trust, given full play to the strate­
gic role of head-of-state diplomacy, 
and actively expanded pragmatic 
bilateral and multilateral coopera­
tion. They have not only found a 

way for major powers to interact 
with sincerity, equality and 

mutual benefit, but also 
set an example for a new 
type of international 
relations. 

As the world undergoes 
unprecedented changes 
and witnesses heated 
competition among major 

powers, the com­
prehensive strate­
gic partnership of 
cooperation 

between China and 
Russia in the new era has 
demonstrated strong 
resilience, benefiting the 
development and well­
being of people in both 
countries. Moreover, 
through cooperation on 
multilateral frameworks 
such as the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organiza­
tion, BRICS, G20 and
APEC, the two countries 
have made contributions 
to global and regional 

governance.

resident Xi Jinping first 
proposed the important 
concept of “building a new 
type of international rela­

tions” while speaking at the Mos­
cow State Institute of International 
Relations in March 2013. 

He stressed that the profound 
changes taking place in the world 

brought new 
opportunities 
for multipolari­
ty with the rap­
id rise of 
multiple centers 
of power, 
stronger eco­
nomic vitality of 
emerging mar­

kets, and their growing influence 
on the international stage. 

Major country diplomacy with 
Chinese characteristics is to pro­
mote a new type of international 
relations featuring mutual respect, 
fairness and justice, and win-win 
cooperation. This is in line with 
multipolarity, which opposes group 
confrontation or vicious competi­
tion, but advocates respect for 
diversity and equal opportunities 
for all countries.

Entering the 21st century, multi­
polarity has become an obvious 
trend.

A new wave of technological rev­
olution, represented by the devel­
opment of the internet, big data 
and artificial intelligence, is becom­
ing increasingly popular, which has 
not only radically changed the way 
of interaction between countries 
and peoples, but also shifted the 
original balance of power. 

The “profound changes unseen in 
a century” features the rise of 
emerging and developing countries 
as a group and a world no longer 
dominated by a few developed 
countries. This is a manifestation of 
multipolarity.

In 2001, when the concept of 
BRIC was coined, the total GDP of 
the BRIC countries (excluding 
South Africa) was $2.7 trillion, 
accounting for only 8 percent of the 
global total.

By 2021, the combined GDP of 
the five BRICS countries reached 
$24.5 trillion, which is about 24 
percent of the global total and con­
tributes to over 50 percent of global 
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here are competing 
visions among academi­
cians, experts and politi­
cians on the future of

international relations. What will 
be the primary features of the 
world in 10,20, or 30 years? Will 
it be a world where states cooper­
ate for the benefit of all, or will it 
be a “jungle” where all fight 

against all 
and the 
strongest gets 
everything? 
These are 
challenging 
questions to 
answer, but 
one pattern of 

the emerging new world order is 
clear — it will not be a unipolar 
world, governed and controlled 
by one state. The unipolar 
moment, which emerged after 
the end of the Cold War and was 
marked by the uncontested US 
hegemony, is over. The growing 
economic and political power of 
other states, first of all, China, 
Russia, India, Brazil and others, 
have contributed to the process of 
power diffusion and its shift from 
the West to the East. However, 
the narrative about the US-led 
Collective West competing with 
the Global East is too simplistic to 
describe the complexity of the 
emerging new world order. The 
West is not, and perhaps never 
was, a monolithic pyramid with 
the United States sitting at the 
pinnacle. France’s decision to 
withdraw from NATO’s integrat­
ed military command in 1966 is 
one example of how individual 
European countries sought to 
protect their independence. The 
establishment of the European 
Union, and the creation of a com­
mon area of up to 500 million 
people with a high level of eco­
nomic development, social pro­
tection and the rule of law, lias 
significantly boosted the EU’s 
capacities and capabilities for 
independent power projection. In 
recent years, active discussions 
have been underway in Europe to 
push forward its “strategic auton­
omy”, a term coined by French 
President Emmanuel Macron. 
But the conflict in Ukraine and 
the complete disruption of Rus­
sia-West connections seem to 
have complicated the task of 
Europe increasing its autonomy. 
As the US took the lead in push­
ing forward the West’s economic 
and military support to Ukraine, 
it seems that Europe has had no 
other choice than to accept US

Being the junior partner of the US in the emerging new 
world order is not in Europe’s best interests

As developing countries demand a greater say 
in world affairs, it is necessary to redefine 
the behavioral norms of international law

After visiting China, 
President Macron, in 

an interview with 
Politico, stated that 
Europe must reduce 
its dependency on 
the US and avoid 

getting dragged into a 
confrontation 

between China and 
the US over Taiwan. 
Europe needs sound 
geopolitical analysis 

to avoid being 
downgraded into the 

US junior partner, 
who follows the US’ 
orders regardless of 
the implications.
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Virtual
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dynamic lighting conditions.
For example, Li says, the passa­

ges and murals in the digital caves 
are illuminated by the sun in its 
position at 10 am, whereas in real­
ity, to facilitate conservation, the 
caves are kept in low light, and vis­
itors have to scrutinize the murals 
and statues simply with what little 
light emanated from outside or 
with the help of a flashlight.

Game technologies have shown 
great potential in preservation, dis­
play and research of cultural relics, 
says Cui Xiaochun, vice-president 
of Tencent’s Interactive Entertain­
ment Business Group, which par­
ticipated in the development of the 
digital caves.

He says, they’ve been accumulat­
ing a set of tools and production 
methods to form a paradigm that 
can involve more cultural institu­
tions nationwide and accelerate the 
digital conservation of relics and 
creative applications of these digi­
tal legacies.

or more than a century, 
the Library Cave, or Cave 
17 of the Mogao Caves of 
Dunhuang, in Northwest

China’s Gansu province, has been 
famous for its extraordinary col­
lection of relics and a tale that has 
had its share of twists and turns.

For many who have had their 
curiosity piqued and want to know 
more about its legendary past, the 
Gobi Desert and the arduous jour­
ney to get there has deterred them 
from visiting to see for themselves 
the grandeur of the Dunhuang 
frescoes, while preservation 
requirements have resulted in lim­
its on the number of visitors 
allowed access.

However, the Digital Library 
Cave, launched by the Dunhuang 
Academy in conjunction with tech­
nology company Tencent on April 
18, International Day for Monu­
ments and Sites, joins an array of 
measures that give the public the 
chance to get a virtual glimpse of 
the ancient wonder.

With technological solutions 
and narratives that are usually 
applied in digital games, it pro­
vides an immersive, interactive 
experience with not only a repre­
sentation of the physical grottoes, 
but also historical scenes re-creat­
ed, based on the joint input of 
scholars and engineers.

Su Bomin, director of the acade­
my, says: “The project has enabled 
the relics to come alive with new 
means of expression. It makes the 
value of these relics more accessible 
to die audience, especially the 
younger generation.”

In the 1960s, Chang Shuhong 
(1904-94), the first director of the 
Dunhuang Academy, suggested 
relocating the statue to Cave 17, 
which, as it turned out, seemed to 
fit the “new” setting perfecdy. This 
indicated that the statue was very 
likely placed diere originally, but 
moved to the upper cave to make 
room for the manuscripts at some 
point later.

In the digital tour, a view of Cave 
17 filled with ancient treasures — as 
it looked when it was originally 
unearthed — and what it looks like 
today, can both be seen.

Past and present merge into a fascinating and 
educational presentation of ancient legacies, 

Fang Aiqing reports in Dunhuang, Gansu.

Relations, adding that it lowers 
the threshold required to learn 
about the cave and the relics, 
therefore extending the reach of 
the site to a wider audience.

According to Li, the project has 
facilitated the creation of a “digital 
twin” of die 1,600-meter-long exter­
nal cliff face of the Mogao Caves 
and its 16 th and 17 th caves that is 
accurate to the millimeter, as well 
as exact digital re-creations of the 
murals, statues and relics housed 
there.

The surroundings are dotted 
with indigenous plants, and die 
exploration experience is accompa­
nied by pieces of background music 
played with traditional instru­
ments like pipa (a four-stringed 
lute), bili (a double-reed pipe) and 
drums, all of which can be seen in 
the murals at Dunhuang.

Alongside the use of high-defini- 
tion digital scanning, the project 
also involves physically based ren­
dering, a technical approach for 
better game rendering, to realize

During the process, the audi­
ence will meet eight non-player 
characters, all real historical fig­
ures, including Hongbian and 
Wang, the controversial Taoist 
priest.

“The Digital Library Cave is a 
combination of art, academic 
research and technology,” says Li 
Hang, vice-president of Tencent’s 
Corporate Marketing and Public

From top: The Digital Library Cave project re-creates the 1,600-meter-long external cliff face of 
the Mogao Caves in Dunhuang, Gansu province. Representation of the Library Cave, with a statue 
of its supposed owner Monk Hongbian in the mid-9th century, can be found in the digital
version. The project reproduces the Library Cave filled with rows of manuscripts as it was when
rediscovered in the beginning of the 20th century, photos provided to china daily
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Rigorous approach
In the digital version of the caves 

stands the Sanjie Temple, a well- 
known nearby historical site that 
no longer exists.

According to Zhao Xiaoxing, 
director of the Dunhuang Textual 
Research Institute, Dunhuang 
Academy, scholars speculate that 
the manuscripts found in Cave 17 
were part of a 10th-century large- 
scale sutra restoration project at 
the temple. Some of them might be 
materials used by the monks to 
repair the manuscripts.

Zhao wrote the scripts and story­
line for the game, based on the 
academy’s decades of research.

The several-second presentation 
of die 3D model temple took the 
technological team months of 
effort. When it was almost complet­
ed, it fell over, and the team had to 
start over.

Zhao explains, the original 
design was so grand tiiat it looked 
more like an official temple in cities 
such as Chang’an, today’s Xi’an in 
Shaanxi province, and Luoyang, 
Henan province, and, as such, 
didn’t fit the surroundings of the 
Mogao Caves.

They then worked with the acad­
emy’s ancient architectural expert 
Sun Yihua, reexamined historical 
references and adjusted the design, 
from die layout to the main body of 
the architecture, and even the ori­
entation of the statues on both 
sides of the pagoda gate.

A large group of young scholars at 
the academy, specializing in various 
fields like literature, art, music and 
dance, archaeology and new media 
technologies, have been participat­
ing in the digital cave project, with 
meticulous verification of every 
scene and detail, Zhao says.

The game can be accessed either 
on the website Digital Dunhuang, or 
via die WeChat miniprogram, Cloud 
Museum of Dunhuang Caves.

According to the two organiza­
tions, in the near future, Digital 
Library Cave will be available in 
multiple languages, including 
English, Japanese and Korean, as 
this year marks the 10 th anniversary 
of the Belt and Road Initiative, and 
Dunhuang, sitting in the Hexi Corri­
dor, the main artery of the ancient 
Silk Road, historically served as a 
vital crossroads for trade, religious 
and cultural exchanges.

In-game learning
Just like in a game, the audience 

plays the role of a time-traveling 
explorer and, under the guidance of 
Mogao Caves’ digital ambassador 
Jiayao, participates in, and witness­
es the passing of the millennium, 
from when the cave was built, 
sealed and rediscovered, to how the 
relics were lost or scattered, and 
reunited virtually.

Miraculous discovery
When Taoist priest Wang Yuanlu 

accidentally discovered the Library 
Cave and opened the entrance of 
the sand-buried treasure trove in 
1900, more than 60,000 Buddhist 
manuscripts, documents pertain­
ing to government and social econ­
omy, silk paintings, embroidery 
and sacred articles, among others, 
were brought to light after nearly 
1,000 years of isolation.

Rows of scrolls, dating from the 
4th to the 11th centuries, piled up 
from floor to ceiling in the square 
chamber, which is 2.6 meters in 
length and width and 3 meters in 
height, making it one of the most 
important archaeological discov­
eries of the 20th century. It is 
regarded as one of the four major 
discoveries of ancient Chinese 
documents.

However, most of these relics 
were taken overseas, held in muse­
ums in London, Paris, Tokyo and St. 
Petersburg.

Today, in Cave 17, a painted stat­
ue of Hongbian, chief of monks 
and a politically influential figure 
when the cave was built in the mid- 
9th century, said to be the owner of 
the cave, sits on a bed of earth, 
meditating.

The mural behind him depicts 
two Bodhi trees with a fabric bag 
and a water flask hanging on the 
branches. Also shown are a Bud­
dhist nun with a silk fan in hand 
and a female follower wearing the 
clothes of a man, holding a scepter 
and a towel. The west wall of the 
cave is embedded with a stele 
inscribed with stories of Hongbian’s 
life.

The statue, which is believed to 
be a true-to-life portrayal of Hong­
bian, was originally found in Cave 
362, nearly three stories above 
Cave 17.

t
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The impressive collection of liter­
ature in the Library Cave at the 
Mogao Caves in Dunhuang, North­
west China’s Gansu province, repre­
sents one of the most inclusive, 
advanced and open facets of the 
ancient Chinese, says Dunhuang 
specialist Zhao Xiaoxing.

Sitting in the Hexi Corridor, the 
main artery of the ancient Silk 
Road, the grottoes, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, have been facil­
itating goods and cultural 
exchanges between the East and the 
West for more than 1,600 years.

While tiie Dunhuang frescoes 
have recorded the glories of the past 
visually, the more than 60,000 items 
of literature housed in the Library 
Cave, or Cave 17, dating from the 4th 
to the 11th centuries, have kept the 
historical essence through the writ­
ten word, says Zhao, director of the 
Dunhuang Textual Research Insti­
tute, Dunhuang Academy.

She was explaining the value of the 
literature on April 18, during the 
launch of the Digital Library Cave, a 
gamelike program that enables users 
to virtually witness, and participate 
in, the rise and fall of the Library Cave 
on the website Digital Dunhuang or 
via the WeChat miniprogram, Cloud 
Museum of Dunhuang Caves.

The Library Cave was built in the 
mid-9th century and later remained 
unopened for almost 1,000 years 
before being accidentally discovered 
by Taoist priest Wang Yuanlu in 1900. 
The majority of its cultural relics, 
comprising Buddhist manuscripts, 
political and economic documents 
and other delicate and precious items, 
are now kept in foreign museums.

There is, as yet, no consensus on 
why tiie relics were held there ini­
tially or why the cave was later con­
cealed, but academic efforts to 
reveal the cultural value of the docu­
ments have never ceased.

For example, in the digital cave, 
co-initiated by the Dunhuang Acad­
emy and technology company Ten­
cent, users can zoom in on a 10th- 
century account of beverage 
expenses claimed by the local gov­
ernment that was attempting to 
lubricate the wheels of domestic 
and foreign affairs.

The account shows tiiat tiie gov­
ernment at the time had established 
a mature organizational structure 
and a strict reimbursement system, 
and suggests that there was religious 
diversity, prosperous handicraft pro­
duction and multiple folk activities. 

The digital cave project presents 
the ancient document that holds 
these accounts, in its entirety, 
despite the fact that, in reality, it was 
split into three parts, with two held 
domestically and one in France.

Zhao adds, while official historical 
materials dealt mainly with big 
events, many documents found in 
the Library Cave recorded things 
about society at the grassroots level, 
such as registered residences, prorid­
ing a micro social landscape through 
which researchers today are able to 
piece together what household life 
was like in those times.

According to Su Bomin, director 
of the Dunhuang Academy, tiie digi­
talization process of the frescoes 
started in the late 1980s.

After three decades, it has collect­
ed digital information from nearly 
300 out of the 735 Mogao Caves, sup­
ported by the central government 
and in collaboration with universi­
ties and academic institutions.

Zhao says people will naturally 
view Dunhuang Studies as pro­
found and possibly unfathomable. 
Therefore, it is imperative that 
information is relayed in a way tiiat 
can be easily accessed to popularize 
the history and value of Dunhuang, 
and that virtual-world projects like 
the Digital Library Cave enable peo­
ple to see things more clearly.

Currently, her institute has been 
targeting the organization and 
research of Ancient Tibetan and 
caoshu (cursive script) literature 
kept at Dunhuang, and extending 
the Dunhuang Documents Data­
base, especially for scholars and 
enthusiasts worldwide to view, 
search and compare the full texts of 
Dunhuang literature.
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Phantom set to appear
Chinese version of popular opera ready to thrill audiences with hauntingly romantic tale, Zhang Kun reports.

T

If you go

Cellist feels the melody of home calling
* £

By ZHANG KUN in Shanghai 1
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The stage is set for the Mandarin production of the Phantom of the Opera at the Shanghai Grand Theatre, with Lin Han (left) playing Christine Daae and Ayunga (right) in the 
title role of the Phantom, photos provided to china daily

*■ -

*.

Contact the writer at
zhangkun@ chinadaily.com .cn

Aldo Parisot at Yale University for 
eight years. In 1992, the Shanghai 
Symphony Orchestra went on a tour 
to Europe and Wang joined the com­
pany as a soloist The next year, he 
completed his studies and came 
back to Shanghai to play with the 
orchestra again.

Now that he is back home, Wang

‘J

Phantom of the Opera

• May 2-June 4, 
Shanghai Grand Theatre, 300
Renmin Avenue, Huangpu district, 

Shanghai. 021-6386-8686.

• June 13-July 2,

Bay Opera of Shenzhen, 16 Huanle 
Gangwan, Baoxing Road. Binhai 

Community. Baoan district, 
Shenzhen, Guangdong province. 

- July 25-Aug 13. 
Guangzhou Opera House. No 1 

Zhujiang Road West, Tianhe 
district, Guangzhou. Guangdong 
province. 02U3839-2888.

1

he first Chinese produc­
tion of the Phantom of the 
Opera will premiere at the 
Shanghai Grand Theatre

on Tuesday, and theater lovers in 
China are clearly looking forward to 
it, if the audience numbers of a 
recent livestream are anything to go 
by.

A few days after the Phantom of 
the Opera had its last curtain call on 
Broadway on April 16, the Shanghai 
Grand Theatre, which is behind the 
first Chinese production of the 
musical, lit up the musical’s signa­
ture chandelier at its premises on 
April 19.

The lighting of die 3-meter-wide 
chandelier, which has more than 
6,000 crystal beads and weighs 1 
metric ton, was livestreamed on mul­
tiple internet platforms and watched 
by more than 1 million people.

One of the most popular musical 
productions in the world, the Phan­
tom of the Opera by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber is die longest-running show 
in Broadway history. Since its debut 
in 1986, the musical has been per­
formed in 85 cities around the 
world.

The Chinese production will be 
the 18th language the show is per­
formed in.

Two weeks before its premiere, 
the Shanghai Grand Theatre invited 
members of the media for a back- 
stage tour. Denny Berry, the execu­
tive choreographer for the Chinese 
edition, who also used to work with 
the flagship production in New 
York, told the media that being in 
Shanghai was “bittersweet” as her

pared to other international pro­
ductions.

“I realized the great difficulty in 
translating a show as big as the 
Phantom into Chinese.... I am grate­
ful for the devoted and passionate 
translation team. Their input 
ensured the first Chinese production 
would be a beautiful show,” he says. 

According to Zhao Chenlin, exec­
utive producer of the show, the 
installation of the stage settings and 
technical rehearsals required an 
entire month because of the amount 
of work involved. She notes that the 
props and equipment alone filled 22 
trucks, and unloading them took 
three whole nights.

The scene of the secret lake under 

colleagues had to “put to bed the 
flagship production” while she had 
to be here in another country to 
bring to life the musical’s first Man­
darin production.

Stage rehearsals for the Chinese 
production began on the same day 
the Phantom of the Opera had its 
final curtain call at the Majestic 
Theatre on Broadway.

The Chinese production team 
consists of more than 120 members, 
40 of whom work with the technical 
department.

According to Rainer Fried, the 
executive director of the Chinese 
production, all casting was conduct­
ed online in a “nerve-wrecking, long 
process” due to the pandemic. Itwas

and opening-up,” says Yu Long, 
artistic director of the Shanghai 
Symphony Orchestra and conduc­
tor of the concert.

On Friday, Wang gives a recital 
with pianist Xue Yingjia at the 
Shanghai Oriental Art Center.

“I have been returning frequently 
to Shanghai in the past 10 years, and 
witnessed the great changes in Chi­
na,” Wang says ahead of the concert 
at the Shanghai Symphony Hall. 
‘Ten years ago I would not have 
been able to give a cello recital,” he 
says, as chamber music did not 
attract an audience in those days.

China has made dramatic progress 
in the socioeconomic development 
and the cultural scene has seen rapid 
growth in audiences for classical 
music.

Tickets for his recital at the Shang­
hai Oriental Art Center sold out with­
in two hours.

He recalls that his father, who 
taught him the basics of the cello 
when he was 4, used to take him 
swimming in winter, at the outdoor 
diving pool located at today’s Shang­
hai Symphony Hall. “It was bone­
piercing cold,” he says. “But it really 
benefited my health.”

Wang moved to Shanghai from 
Xi’an, Shaanxi province, at 4, to live 
with his father who was a cellist 
with the yangbanxi (model play) 
troupe under the Shanghai Peking 
Opera Theatre. It was, at that time, 

one of the most important cultural 
institutions in China, and it provid­
ed a venue where a large number of 
outstanding musicians, singers and 
composers could work together.

His mother, a flutist who graduat­
ed from the Xi’an Conservatory of 
Music, managed to join them in 
Shanghai nine years later.

To keep his toddler son company, 
his father borrowed a viola from a 
colleague, so that the boy could imi­
tate him when he practiced on the 
cello. That was how Wang began to 
learn to play the instrument. The 
dormitory room where he lived with 
his father was so tiny that he had to 
practice in the courtyard.

When he was 9, Wang was 
enrolled into the primary school 
attached to Shanghai Conservatory 
of Music. He was an outstanding 
student, and was often sent to per­
form for important foreign visitors 
to the city. In 1979, Isaac Stem, a cel­
ebrated violinist from the United 
States made a historical visit to Chi­
na. Wang saw him at school.

He had no idea whom the mae­
stro violinist was, because at that 
time Chinese students only had 
access to classical music from Rus­
sia. He remembered the musician in 
an orange shirt, his face red from the 
sunburn, with a pair of glasses push­
ed to the forehead.

The boy only played a few stanzas 
when Stern called on the camera 

team to come over. “They rushed up, 
turned on the flash and while I 
played on, Mr Stern kept applaud­
ing, and saying ‘bravo!’”

In 1981, tiie documentary about 
Stern’s visit — From Mao to Mozart: 
Isaac Stem in China — was released 
and won an Oscar for the best docu­
mentary. Wang became known 
internationally as the child prodigy 
playing the cello with a big frown 
and his eyes often closed.

“I had this bitter and serious look 
since I was a child,” Wang told the 
media recently. “Such facial expres­
sions even I didn’t like. But then I 
realized it reveals my effort.... When 
you play you have to open your heart 
and remove all the masks, so that 
you concentrate on the deepest and 
strongest emotion from the bottom 
of your heart. You can’t possibly 
have a smile on your face at times 
like this.”

In 1981, Wang played with the 
Shanghai Symphony Orchestra for 
the first time. It was a concert for 
Children’s Day, and he was picked by 
the conductor Huang Yijun to play a 
concerto by Camille Saint-Saens. 
“Those grandpas with the orchestra 
asked how old I was and I said 12. 
They said ‘no way, you must have a 
girlfriend. You have the feelings of a 
grown-up, and a grown-up who had 
suffered’.”

In 1985, he went to the US where 
he studied with the renowned cellist

hopes to play more concerts, and 
take more cello music to cities that 
he has never been to before. 

“There are all these new concert 
halls, and people are picking up new 
aesthetic interests for chamber 
music. We will be able to bring more 
pieces that were previously never 
heard there,” he says.
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Above: Cellist
Wang Jian (center) 
performs at the 
Shanghai Sympho­
ny Hall in April.
Left: Wang joined 
the Shanghai Sym­
phony Orchestra, in
1992, as a soloist 

during its European 
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only six weeks ago that more than 
40 cast members from the original 
Webber production landed in 
Shanghai.

Fried describes the feeling of 
walking into the rehearsal room and 
meeting the cast as “emotional, 
moving and scar/; but he expresses 
satisfaction with the casting choi­
ces. ‘We haven’t made a single cast­
ing mistake. The actors exceeded 
expectations completely. I can’t 
speak highly enough of them,” he 
says.

Fried adds that he was especially 
impressed with the translation 
team, who stayed close by in the 
room during the rehearsals in 
Shanghai, an unusual practice com­
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Left: The Chinese edition will premiere at the Shanghai Grand Theatre on Tuesday. It will be the 18th language the show is performed in. 
Right: A news conference was held on April 19 with Rainer Fried (far left), the executive director for the Chinese edition, and executive 
choreographer Denny Berry (center).

the Opera Garnier, Zhao points out, 
is one example of how detailed the 
settings for the Chinese production 
are. To achieve a misty, fantasy-like 
effect on the lake surface, the pro­
duction crew wil 1 use more than 280 
candles, dry ice weighing 250 kilo­
grams and 10 smoke machines.

Jill Parker, the assistant costume 
designer, says that most of the props 
and costumes were specially made 
for the Chinese production, with 
only a small portion inherited from 
touring productions.

“From handsewn rhinestones to 
tiie gowns to elaborate embroider­
ies to layers after layers of fabric, 
there is not a costume in Phantom 
that isn’t labor-intensive,” she says. 
“Some are so fragile they have to be 
cleaned by hand after use.”

One of tiie three male actors who 
will play the title role of the Phan­
tom is Ayunga, who is also the 
co-producer of the Chinese musical. 

The Chinese production of the 
Phantom of the Opera is of great sig­
nificance to the future development 
of China’s theater industry, he says, 
noting that the Japanese edition 
that premiered in 1988 helped the 
production company become a lead­
ing player in Asia. The Korean edi­
tion also left a great impact on the 
live show business in South Korea. 

‘We have now planted the seeds, 
and I believe that with the success of 
the Chinese Phantom, the musical 
scene in China will go on to blos­
som.”
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One of the most globally 
renowned Chinese musicians, cel­
list Wang Jian is back home in 
Shanghai.

The 54-year-old musician has been 
active in tiie international music 
scene for decades. He first came to 
public attention in 1981 as the seri­
ous-looking little boy holding on to 
the cello that seemed too big for his 
arms in the Academy Award-win­
ning documentary From Mao to 
Mozart: Isaac Stern in China.

Through the past decades he has 
had a successful career, performing 
with leading orchestras all over the 
world, such as the London Sympho­
ny, Zurich Tonhalle, NDR Elbphil- 
harmonie, and Stockholm 
Philharmonic, among others.

In March, he moved back from 
Europe to Shanghai with his family, 
taking a teaching job at the string 
department of his alma mater, the 
Shanghai Conservatory of Music. 
Last week, his grand comeback con­
cert with the Shanghai Symphony 
Orchestra, Salute to Wang Jian, took 
place at the Shanghai Symphony 
Hall, when he played Hymnus for 12 
Cellos by German composer and cel­
list Julius Klengel with the 11-piece 
cello section of the orchestra.

“It was musicians like Wang Jian 
that showed the world Chinese cul­
ture and music since China’s reform 
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Shanghai incentivizing Thai investment
No shortage of opportunities for new business ventures
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A view of the landmark Lujiazui area in Shanghai, East China, wang gang / for china daily

Pl •s

--

u

.A.

Thailand
r__ kitchen

tiff
<T H I WO«IO

co. in>
Krjca.n-D

’*•5

|

ift.. t &A-1
..A-j1 ■

>

ADVERTORIAL

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 04/28/2023 4:33:30 PM

S H AM GW Al

w <UKICUL
’ PRODUCTS

-

ft

r

J]

r -I

1L

By TANGZHIHAO
tangzhihao@chinadaily.com.cn

\ KiTCHEH OF TH\ be provided to businesses that plan 
to expand production capacity.

Shanghai is also poised to wel­
come more Thai investors with pro­
fessional platforms and services. The 
city’s China International Import 
Expo, held annually in November, 
has become a key platform to provide 
Thai businesses with insight about 
China. It is also of great importance 
in introducing food and agricultural 
products to Chinese consumers.

Since 2018, Orient International 
(Holding) Co, a leading local service 
provider, has introduced more than 
10 Thai enterprises to die CIIE with a 
total exhibition area spanning more 
than 2,000 square meters, to show­
case fruit products, latex products, 
clothing and jewelry. Jin Danyan, 
general manager of Orient Interna­
tional Business Group, pointed out 
that the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership, signed in 
2022, will boost trade between China 
and Thailand.

Shanghai, a bustling metropolis 
in East China, has been an attract­
ive business destination for global 
investors since the nation’s reform 
and opening-up in the 1980s. In its 
ongoing pursuit of exemplary 
development, the city is eager to 
expand its partnerships with Thai 
companies to ensure mutual long­
term prosperity.

According to officials from 
Shanghai’s commission of com­
merce, Shanghai and Thailand 
could deepen cooperation in trade, 
high-end manufacturing and inno­
vation to unlock more business 
potential in coming years. The city 
is also seeking to expand partner­
ships with Thai businesses to pro­
mote innovation in fields such as 
industrial design, digital transfor­
mation, green development, tour­
ism, and healthcare.

In prioritizing quality develop­
ment, Shanghai has identified 
three key industries — integrated 
circuits, biomedicine and artificial 
intelligence — as well as advanced 
manufacturing and consumption. 
Tremendous opportunities are 
also forecast in emerging sectors 
such as metaverse technology and 
green transition.

“Thailand lias released a 20-year 
development plan called ‘Thailand 
4.0’, aimed at transitioning from an 
economy that is dependent on pro­
ducing existing products designed 
by others to one led by innovation, 
research and development,” said an 
official from Shanghai Commission 
of Commerce. “Against this back- 
drop, investment and cooperation 
between Shanghai and Thailand are 
essential.”

Shanghai is home to more than 
60,000 foreign-funded enterprises 
and boasts 891 headquarters of 
foreign companies and 531 for- 
eign-invested R&D centers. Global 
investors cite the city’s solid indus­
trial development, complete 
industrial chain, diversified econ­
omy and favorable regulatory cli­
mate as major draws. Its 
significant investments in infra­
structure, innovation, modern 
transportation systems, education 
and start-up support are other 
attractions.

Shanghai attracted 1,375 major 
investment projects in 2022, 
totaling over 1.2 trillion yuan 
($173.33 billion), and according to 
officials from the city’s commis­
sion of commerce, the trade vol­
ume between Shanghai and 
Thailand reached 86.6 billion 
yuan — a 4.76 percent year-on- 
year increase. In 2022, Thailand 
investors set up 10 new businesses 
in Shanghai with a total invest­
ment of $9.14 million.

continue investing in Shanghai, 
particularly in the commercial 
retail industry that was affected by 
the pandemic. It will restructure 
its commercial retail business to 
support Shanghai as a global con­
sumption hub while focusing on 
the pharmaceutical, manufactur­
ing, automotive and livelihood 
support industries to create new 
business opportunities.

Kasikornbank, also known as 
Kbank, one of Thailand’s leading 
financial institutions, launched its 
Shanghai branch in 2017 and plans 
to set up a foreign limited partner 
fund management company and 
QFLP fund in the Lin-gang Special 
Area of the China (Shanghai) Pilot 
Free Trade Zone to further consoli­
date its growth. The bank is apply­
ing for a quota of 1.5 billion yuan. 

“Shanghai offers a vibrant and 
supportive ecosystem for invest­
ment,” said Natthorn Chaiyapruk, 
senior vice-president of Kasikorn­
bank. “This QFLP Fund establish­
ment in Shanghai will be an 
important move of KBank enter­
ing the private equity investment 
market in China. It will create syn­
ergies among KBank’s resources 
and partners to further enhance 
our business development in Chi­
na and the ASEAN Economic Com­
munity.”

Chaiyapruk cited three factors 
in choosing Lin-gang for the new 
project: strong policy stimulation 
covering tax incentives, cross-bor-

ihi;; £

Top investment spot
Phaichit Viboontanasarn, vice- 

president and secretary-general of 
the Thai Chamber of Commerce in 
China, was recently asked to 
define the key characteristics of 
Shanghai. He chose the Chinese 
idiom “hai na bai chuan” which 
translates to “the sea embracing 
all rivers”. This term is used to 
describe an open-mindedness that 
accommodates different business-

Driving to a bright future
Shanghai wall maximize its advan­

tages to play a larger role in support­
ing global investors toward bigger 
goals in the post-pandemic era. This 
year, to further enhance the city’s 
appeal to investors, the Shanghai 
government has implemented poli­
cies to ease market access and 
increase support for innovation and 
entrepreneurship.

During the Shanghai Global 
Investment Promotion Conference 
on April 6, the city announced 24 
new investment promotion policies, 
including incentive plans to 
strengthen die confidence of global 
investors and attract major projects 
to the region.

For example, headquarters pro­
jects can qualify for a subsidy of up to 
10 million yuan for property pur­
chase or leasing, and major invest­
ment projects can receive up to 100 
million yuan. Discount loans and 
financing leasing subsidies will also

der fund facilitation and tariff 
preferences; sound business envi­
ronment and a growing industrial 
ecosystem which focuses on devel­
oping high technology, financial 
services and advanced manufac­
turing industries. The Lin-gang 
Special Area was established in 
2019 and has become a hub of 
industries such as advanced man­
ufacturing, international trade, 
cross-border financial services, 
modern shipping and innovation.

if

I

II

X..-’

fU'AI FOOD

« agricultural

es and ideas, much like an ocean 
accommodating rivers from all 
directions.

“Excellent business models, tal­
ents, technology, and culture from 
around the world collide and pre­
cipitate new fruits here,” he said. 
“With the comprehensive promo­
tion of the Chinese path to mod­
ernization, Shanghai will be the 
vanguard of the journey”.

Major Thai enterprises like 
Charoen Pokphand Group, Bang­
kok Bank, Saha-Union Investment, 
and Thai Eastern Industries have 
all established footholds in the city. 
“Whether in the fields of finance, 
logistics, manufacturing, interna­
tional trade, services, or fast-mov­
ing consumer goods, Thai 
companies use their professional 
experience and uphold the tradi­
tional friendship of ‘China-Thai­
land Family’ to participate in and 
witness the development process of 
Shanghai,” said Viboontanasarn.

“The first and foremost factor 
considered by Thai enterprises in 
judging an investment destination 
is a high degree of political and 
economic stability, followed by a 
big and growing market size and a 
well-developed ecosystem of the 
industry. Shanghai has always had 
a top score in those fields.”
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Continuing expansion
CP Group began its journey in 

Shanghai with a joint venture with 
SAIC Motors to produce motorcy-

Connecting businesses
Shanghai serves as both a pivot for 

Thai businesses seeking investment 
opportunities in China and a bridge 
linking Chinese enterprises with 
Thailand.

According to the city’s commis­
sion of commerce, between 2012 
and 2022, 52 projects directly 
invested by enterprises and orga­
nizations from Shanghai were 
launched in Thailand.

In March, China’s new energy 
vehicle brand Neta, which landed 
its management headquarters, 
R&D center and marketing func­
tions in Shanghai in 2021, set up a 
manufacturing base in Bangkok to 
produce right-hand drive electric 
vehicles and support exports 
throughout member countries of 
the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations. It also signed a partner­
ship agreement with the Thai 
company BGAC to establish a 
modern electric vehicle assembly 
base to help build a green electric 
vehicle ecosystem in Thailand.

These two moves signify Neta’s 
entry into a new phase of fest and 
stable development in the ASEAN, 
marking a new milestone in its glo­
balization efforts, according to the 
company. The company said the rea­
sons for establishing a presence in 
Shanghai are the city’s talented 
workforce, geographical advantages 
and strong economic foundation.

Bank of China Shanghai branch, 
which serves a large number of for­
eign enterprises in Shanghai, is 
also eager to utilize its expertise to 
support Thai businesses in estab­
lishing a presence in the city. Lev­
eraging its experience in serving 
numerous Fortune 500 companies 
and foreign-funded headquarters, 
the bank provides comprehensive 
and integrated financial services 
for Thai investors as well as global 
cash management and centralized 
management products.

Building on its international 
advantages and expertise in areas 
such as technology finance, cross-bor- 
der finance, and supply chain finance, 
Bank of China continues to innovate 
its product system and improve its 
financial service capabilities. This 
provides strong financial support for 
more Thai enterprises investing and 
developing in Shanghai.
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Visitors at the exhibition booth of Thai food and agricultural products at the fifth China International Import Expo held in 
Shanghai, provided to china daily
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From left: Visitors queue up at the exhibition booth of CP Group at the fifth China International Import Expo, zhang wei / china daily 
Bank of China has a significant presence at the CIIE. provided to china daily
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cles in 1985. As of today, the group 
has invested $2.4 billion in 15 pro­
jects in the industrial, agricultur­
al, financial, real estate, 
commercial retail and import and 
export sectors.

“Shanghai offers the best invest­
ment environment, providing 
excellent opportunities for mutual­
ly beneficial and profitable invest­
ments,” said Thanakorn Seriburi, 
senior vice-president of Chia Tai 
Group of Companies.

Over the past 38 years, CP Group 
achieved many “firsts” in China, 
including becoming the first for­
eign enterprise to invest in a 
domestic television production 
when the Zhengda Variety Show 
debuted on China Central Televi­
sion in 1990. The group also fund­
ed construction of CP Plaza, one of 
Shanghai’s largest shopping cen­
ters, in the city’s Lujiazui district 
in 2002.

“CP Group has been impressed 
by the city’s dynamic spirit of con­
stant transformation and its core 
values of openness, innovation, 
and inclusiveness. Additionally, 
CP Group has appreciated the gov­
ernment’s efficient work style, 
which prioritizes integrity, stan­
dardization, and a commitment to 
keeping promises. These factors 
have collectively contributed to 
creating a favorable investment 
environment in Shanghai for CP 
Group,” said Seriburi.

Seriburi said CP Group would
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