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The prolonged battle earlier 
this month for leadership of the 
United States House of Repre­
sentatives turned the outflow of 
frustration with the US political 
system from a trickle to a torrent 

Kevin McCarthy, a Republi­
can, was eventually elected 
speaker of the House after mak­
ing concessions to a group of 
right-wing hard-liners. The con­
cessions have raised questions 
about possibly aggravating con­
gressional dysfunction, social 
cohesion and democratic degra­
dation in the US.

Before the Republican vot­
ing, the Freedom Caucus — a 
Republican voting bloc — 
issued an array of demands 
that would fundamentally 
change House procedures by 
weakening the power of the 
speaker and strengthening 
the power of both the caucus 
and rank-and-file House 
Republicans as a whole. 

The Freedom Caucus has 
close political ties with the Tea 
Party, which was famous for its 
unwillingness to cooperate with 
less-conservative Republicans.

Although partisan polariza­
tion is a uniquely corrosive and 
dangerous force in US politics, 
the convergent forces from 
both ends of the political spec­
trum have often offered a path 
to short-term compromise and 
reconciliation between Demo­
crats and Republicans in past 
decades. Putting a temporary 
end to “vetocracy” could 
improve the atmosphere for 
further cooperation. Scholar 
Michael Burleigh described the 
convergent forces as “purple 
path in the middle” in his 2017 
book The Best of Times, The 
Worst of Times. It hardly needs 
to be emphasized that the rise 
of extremism has limited the 
wiggle room for convergent 
forces to maneuver.

in Mao, who works for a pri­
vate outbound tourism 
agency in Beij ing, decided to 

take a look at WeChat Moments on 
his phone just before going to bed 
on Dec 26.

He saw that the National Health 
Commission had announced that 
the quarantine requirement for 
international arrivals would be 
scrapped starting on Jan 8, when 
management of COVID-19 cases 
would be downgraded from Class 
A to Class B.
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to the resignation of legendary 
coach Lang.

“We faced unprecedented uncer­
tainty ahead of the Tokyo Olympics 
due to the pandemic, and no one 
had experience. It was such a pity. 
We should have displayed more of 
what we had prepared, but we did 
not, and we need to accept that 
fact,” Lang said in an interview.

“But we need to find the solu­
tions. That’s how our players can 
be more mature in the future when 
they face these problems. I hope 
the team has more options in the 
future, but we need to let 2021 go, 
as the defeat is already history.”

“Many celebratory posts sud­
denly appeared on WeChat. The 
comments were generally full of 
hope for new business opportu­
nities,” Lin said.

He welcomed the commis­
sion’s announcement, as his 
company had struggled to 
remain in business for the past 
three years.

Nation weathers hard-hitting outbreak,
thanks to efforts by State, medical staff

European destinations hail China’s eased 
measures, welcome the return of travelers
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TOURISTS EAGER TO SPREAD
THEIR WINGSAGAIN
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Market on track for recovery 
as COVED-19 restrictions lifted

teams, or even defeat them, we 
need to find more effective ways of 
playing. So, that experience com­
peting against them is valuable.”

Cai said that when the team 
started to rebuild, “team spirit is 
what we valued the most”

“I think we did well from that 
perspective, but in terms of the gap 
in skill we cannot level up over­
night, and it will take some time to 
keep improving,” he said.

“We need to be more 
aggressive in die future 
and find a tactical bal­
ance of attack and 
defense. We must build a 
good system, otherwise 
we won’t have any advan­

tage when we play against the 
world’s strongest teams.”

Fans awaiting the resuigence of 
Chinese women’s volleyball miss 
the days when Team China was 
capable of winning Olympic gold 
and world championships, like they 
did under former head coach Lang 
Ping at the Rio 2016 Olympics and 
the World Cups in 2015 and 2019.

A painful turning point arrived 
at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021 — 
the Summer Olympics were 
delayed due to COVID-19. The 
team, the defending Olympic 
champions, failed to emerge from 
the group stages.

The shock early exit was China’s 
worst Olympic showing in wom­
en’s volleyball since its debut at the 
1984 Los Angeles Games, leading

HP ",

Peng Xiaying, a farmer in Shen- 
shan, a remote mountainous vil­
lage in Jinggangshan, Jiangxi 
province, still remembers when 
President Xi Jinping walked into 
her house on Feb 2, 2016, during 
an inspection tour to observe local 
efforts on poverty alleviation.

“He chatted with me, asking 
what kind of difficulties I have in 
everyday life, such as food, cloth­
ing, crops and daily necessities. 
He encouraged me to have confi­
dence in shaking off poverty and 
living a better life,” Peng recalled. 

Putting people first has been at 
the center of Xi’s governance philos­
ophy. Every time he has conducted 
an inspection tour in recent years, 
he lias chatted with locals to learn 
details about their lives, including 
their incomes, housing situation, 
healthcare, children’s education 
and elderly care services. He has 
also seen how the policies of the 
Communist Party of China and the 
government have been carried out 
to benefit the people.

Since he became general secre­
tary of the CPC Central Committee 
in 2012, Xi has visited 31 provinces, 
municipalities and autonomous 
regions across the country. A book 
about the interactions between Xi 
and the people during his domestic 
inspection tours — the title trans­
lates to Az Jinping’s Visits to Homes 
of Ordinary People — was recently 
published by the China Women 
Publishing House.

The book, compiled by the All­
China Women’s Federation, relives 
the moments when Xi visited peo­
ple’s homes and talked with them 
about their livelihoods. Xi’s visit to 
Peng’s home is one of the stories. 

“As President Xi has said, ‘Happi­
ness comes out of arduous work.’ I 
believe that through my efforts,... I 
will live a better life,” Peng said.

Soon after Xi visited Shenshan, 
Peng, with her family’s help, used 
her savings to open a small restau­
rant offering bed-and-breakfast 
services. The business earns her 
family an annual income of 
around 120,000 yuan ($17,900).

She and her husband, who is disa­
bled, also ran a store in the tallage 
selling their homemade products, 
such as preserved fruit, bacon and 
dried bamboo shoots. Her business
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No longer a dominant force in 
world competition, the new gener­
ation of Chinese women’s volley­
ball players is fighting hard to 
return the team to the podium at 
international events and repeat the 
glories of their predecessors. How­
ever, from its performances in 
2022, it’s clear that the young and 
developing Chinese wom­
en’s team still has a long 
journey ahead. 

A pair of sixth-place 
finishes, at the FTVB Vol­
leyball Nations League in 
July and the Women’s
Volleyball World Championship 
2022 in September and October, 
were the best results the team 
mustered last year.

Currently ranked No 5 in the 
world, the team is well aware of the 
gap to the top teams, such as Italy, 
which defeated Team China 3-1 in a 
quarterfinal at the world champi­
onship, and No 1-ranked world 
champions Serbia.

However, the young Chinese 
squad values the experiences it 
gained through the international 
games it played in 2022, especially 
lessons from the defeats.

“It’s important that we have more 
chances to play against strong 
teams like Italy;’ Team China head 
coach Cai Bin told Xinhua News 
Agency. ‘To face the world’s top

Chen Jianghong, a Chinese artist in Paris, France, displays two stamps 
on Saturday that he designed to mark the Year of the Rabbit. The French 
post office, La Poste, issued the stamps to celebrate Chinese Lunar New 
Year, which falls on Jan 22. gao jing /xinhua

has generated good profits in the 
past few years.

“Since President Xi visited us, 
many visitors have had meals in 
our restaurant. Now we are better 
off,” Peng said.

While upholdinga people-centered 
philosophy, Xi has demonstrated 
passionate concern for the people. In 
his New Year address to ring in 2022, 
Xi said, “The concerns of the people 
are what I always care about, and the 
aspirations of the people are what I 
always strive for.”

“Our country, big as it is, also 
has its list of priorities. The myri­
ad of things we attend to all boil 
down to matters concerning every 
household. ... Every time I visit 
people in their homes, I would ask 
if they have any more difficulties, 
and I would remember everything 
my folks have to share with me,” 
Xi said.

On Feb 13,2015, a few days before 
Lunar New Year, Xi returned to 
Liangjiahe, a mountainous village 
in Yan’an, Shaanxi province, where 
he worked about seven years, after 
arriving there age 15. He visited Liu 
Jinlian, who provided Xi with 
somewhere to live, and other villag­
ers. “He treated us as closely and 
affectionately as he did when he 
was the Party secretary of the vil­
lage decades ago. I feel his heart is 
always with us,” Liu said.

In a speech in Seattle, the United 
States, in September 2015, Xi talked 
about his work and life in Liangjiahe. 
“At that time, the villagers and I lived 
in ‘earth caves’ and slept on ‘earth 
beds’. Life was very hard. There was 
no meat in our diet for months. I 
knew what the villagers wanted the 
most,” Xi said.

“Later I became the village’s Party 
secretary and began to lead the vil­
lagers in production. I understood 
their needs. One thing I wished 
most at the time was to make it pos­
sible for the villagers to have meat 
and have it often.”

During his 2015 visit, Xi saw the 
drastic changes that had taken 
place in Liangjiahe. Now living in 
houses made of bricks and tiles, 
the villagers also had internet 
access. Elderly folks had basic 
old-age care and all villagers had 
medical care coverage. Children 
were in school and meat was 
readily available.
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A-share market
shows resilience 
amid uncertainties

Rising star Li
Throughout 2022, the star who 

shone the brightest on Team China 
was Li Yingying. Without super- 
star Zhu Ting and veteran outside 
hitter Zhang Changning, who 
were sidelined by injuries, a 
younger generation spearheaded 
by Li took more responsibility on 
the international stage.

The 22-year-old scored 179 
points to finish as the team’s top 
scorer in 2022 and was the sixth 
highest individual scorer at the 
world championship. During the 
nation’s league tournament in July, 
Li had totaled 248 points to finish 
as third highest scorer.

“From 2018 to 2021,1 grew from 
a kid on the national team to a core 
player,” Li said in an interview with 
China Matters. “I w'as a youngster 
whose main job was to cheer for 
the others, and occasionally earn a 
chance to play. But, from the world 
championship this year, I shoul­
dered a lot more responsibility.

INSIDE
Key plans for 

climate change, 
biodiversity set 
right direction 

Global Views, 
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President gathers insights into livelihood issues 
through inspection tours over past 10 years
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Search and rescue teams work on Sunday to retrieve bodies at the crash site of an aircraft carrying 72 people in Pokhara, western Nepal. As
of press time, the death toll from the air crash had risen to 68, according to the country’s civil aviation authority, bi ja y neupa ne/ r euters
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Chinese travelers to the United Kingdom arrive at Heathrow airport, London, on Jan 4. mark thomas / i-images / polaris

Tourism: Flights, hotels
back in demand
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A line of passport applicants forms at the Beijing Public Security Bureau immigration service hall on Jan 9. zou hong / china daily
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point for China’s outbound travel 
industry, Feng said.

Given the high number of poten­
tial Chinese tourists, the outbound 
travel recovery is expected to play a 
key role in boosting domestic and 
global tourism markets.

In 2019, Chinese citizens made 155 
million outbound trips, according to 
the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. 

That year, Chinese travel agencies’ 
operating revenue from outbound 
travel services reached 214.56 billion 
yuan ($30.8 billion), accounting for

41.54 percent of their total tourism 
revenue, according to the ministry.

The huge potential of China’s 
outbound tourism market has 
resulted in numerous countries lay­
ing down the welcome mat for Chi­
nese arrivals.

Lin Jiaze, director of the Tourism 
Authority of Thailand’s office in 
Guangzhou, Guangdong province, 
said business operations at the 
Thai embassy in Beijing and Thai 
visa centers elsewhere in China 
have returned to normal.

He said he is happy to see many 
Chinese travel agencies already 
offering deals to Thailand.

Before COVID-19 emerged, Chi­
nese tourists accounted for one- 
third of inbound tourists to 
Thailand.

Over the years, China and Thai­
land have worked to publicize tour­
ism, and six months ago, Thailand 
stepped up cooperation with air-

with 400 million trips lost.
The report said restarting out­

bound tourism will effectively 
restore tourists’ confidence and con­
tribute to a quick recovery in this 
market.

Feng Rao, head of a research insti­
tute at Chinese travel service and 
social networking platform Mafeng- 
wo, said the new COVID-19 meas­
ures will release three years of pent- 
up desire for overseas travel.

The upcoming Spring Festival hol­
iday is expected to be a key turning

“They came earlier than we 
expected, and my team members are 
thrilled,” he said.

“The next step for us is to under­
stand the meaning behind these 
measures, as these are high-level 
decisions, and we need to work with 
local and civil aviation authorities to 
get these policies implemented.”

Vermeulen expects the Dutch and 
French authorities to hold discus­
sions with China about resuming 
normal flight frequencies, which he 
hopes to see no later than the sum­

mer.
“Our main goal is to hopefully 

return to pre-pandemic status and 
open up direct flights from Beijing 
and Shanghai to Paris and Amster­
dam as soon as possible,” he said.

“Now that the market has been 
allowed to open, it will take some 
time for us to develop our tourism 
products. I need to find out where 
we stand in light of the new situa­
tion and also sort out our available 
overseas travel resources,” Lin said. 

China’s outbound tourism sector 
is expected to bounce back as a 
result of the newly adjusted COVID- 
19 response that lifts restrictions on 
Chinese citizens’ traveling overseas 
and also promotes cross-border per­
sonnel exchanges.

Numerous posts from netizens 
voicing enthusiasm for overseas 
travel have appeared on Chinese 
social media platforms, with people 
scouring online travel sites to search 
for destinations and book air tickets. 

According to online travel service 
provider Trip.com Group, the search 
volume for outbound flights and 
overseas hotels reached a three-year 
high just 30 minutes after the health 
commission’s announcement.

Reservations for outbound flights 
soared by 254 percent on the morn­
ing of Dec 27, compared with the 
same period the previous day, the 
online agency reported.

Countries elsewhere in Asia are 
expected to be among the first to 
benefit from the wave of travelers 
from China.

The agency said Singapore and 
Thailand are among the most popu­
lar' destinations for Chinese tourists. 

Fang Zeqian, an analyst at 
TYip.com Group, said the changed 
response to COVID-19 will smooth 
the way for cross-border travel.

Wouter Vermeulen, general man­
ager of China business for Air 
France and KLM Royal Dutch Air­
lines, is excited about the new meas-

!i

Left: An Air China passenger plane stands at Frankfurt Airport, Germany, after arriving from Chengdu, Sichuan province, on Jan 5. frank rumpenhorst / picture-alliance / dpa / ap images Center: Travelers from China 
arrive at Suvarnabhumi Airport, Bangkok, Thailand, on Jan 6. frank rumpenhorst / picture-alliance / dpa / ap images Right: A cashier at a souvenir shop in Malacca, Malaysia, puts up an Alipay sign on Jan 4 to cater to 
Chinese tourists, chen yue/ china news service

risen between two and three times 
in the past decade.

“We are certain to step up our Chi­
na marketing efforts in the coming 
year, including media exposure and 
staging travel industry events,” Li 
said.

“As there have been a lot of staff 
changes in the travel industry over 
the past three years, we need to 
strengthen our destination knowl­
edge training.

“Our strength has always been in 
experiencing the outdoors, and 
judging by the shift in China’s 
domestic travel trends over the 
past three years, Sweden will now 
be more attractive to Chinese visi­
tors.”

According to the Annual Report 
on China’s Outbound Tourism 
Development (2022-23) recently 
released by the China Tourism Acad­
emy, the nation’s outbound tourism 
took a hit from 2020 to last year,

F I

lines and related tourism players. 
On Jan 9, Thailand welcomed its 

first group of Chinese tourists since 
the pandemic emerged, after local 
authorities removed the vaccina­
tion requirement before entry.

Anutin Charnvirakul, deputy 
prime minister and minister of 
public health, said visitors who are 
not vaccinated will also be granted 
unrestricted entry.

Thailand is offering visitors a 
longer period of stay. Effective until 
March 31, this period is extended 
from 30 to 45 days for tourists from 
countries and regions that qualify 
for visa exemption. For those eligi­
ble for a visa on arrival, the period 
is extended from 15 to 30 days.

The Tourism Authority of Thai­
land expects 5 million Chinese 
tourists to visit the country this 
year.

In Singapore, Cavaliere Giovanni 
Viterale, general manager of the 
luxury resort hotel Sofitel Sentosa 
Resort & Spa, said it has created 
Lunar New Year deals aimed at Chi­
nese visitors, including a hotpot 
buffet and romantic packages for 
couples.

Chinese travelers are urged to 
check the tourism policy at their 
destinations before setting out.

The United States, England and 
Japan are among countries enforc­
ing new travel requirements for 
arrivals from China, including neg­
ative COVID-19 test results.

Industry players said that with 
the relaunch of outbound travel, 
Chinese tourists’ preferences might 
change, with friendly entry policies 
at overseas destinations certain to 
influence their choices.

Tourism experts said despite the 
prospects for sound growth 
momentum, it will take time for 
China’s outbound tourism market 
to achieve a full recovery.

Zhou Weihong, deputy general 
manager at Spring Tour, said small, 
customized and themed tours will 
become popular following die 
resumption of outbound tourism, 
with more attention being paid to 
safety.

Yang Yanfeng, director of die 
online tourism research center at 
the Tourism College of Beijing 
Union University, told China Tour­
ism News, “Based on the external 
environment and concerns about 
the pandemic, Chinese tourists still 
need a period of adjustment. 

“During this period, overseas 
destinations that have friendly and 
open entry policies for Chinese 
tourists are more likely to gain 
favor among these visitors."

Yang added that destinations in 
Southeast Asia will be the first to 
benefit from the return of Chinese 
tourists.

Feng, from Mafengwo, said pri­
ces for outbound flights and over­
seas hotels are expected to return 
to pre-pandemic levels as tourism 
recovers, but due to short-term 
constraints in the supply of facili­
ties and labor, it will take time for 
these price declines to reach the 
public.

Guo Lechun, vice-president of 
the big data research institute at 
online travel service provider 
Qunar, said there will not be a sig­
nificant rise in the number of inter­
national flights in the short term 
due to existing flight scheduling 
and approval plans.

Vermeulen, from Air France and 
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, is opti­
mistic that direct flights from Bei­
jing and Shanghai to Paris and 
Amsterdam can return between 
the end of March and the summer. 

“We all need to travel for person­
al and professional reasons, and 
this new policy will make our lives 
easier” he said.

The Dutchman, who lias lived in 
China for six months with his wife 
and two children, spent the Christ­
mas holiday with his family in San­
ya, Hainan province.

“We don’t have any travel plans 
for Spring Festival yet, but we want 
to see more of China,” he said.

Close attention
Li Chunmei, who deals with Chi­

na operations at Sweden’s official 
website for tourism and travel infor­
mation, Visit Sweden, was on vaca­
tion in Italy when she saw that 
China had adjusted its response to 
COVID-19.

She said domestic media outlets 
contacted the Swedish tourism 
authority after the announcement 
to inquire about the prospects for 
the Chinese market.

“Sweden is paying close attention 
to the latest Chinese policy and is 
very much looking forward to wel­
coming Chinese tourists,” Li said.

She believes that more good news 
will soon be announced, such as 
flights being increased and the 
return of tours with Approved Desti­
nation Status — an arrangement 
between the Chinese government 
and many other nations for Chinese 
holiday travelers to visit a country as 
members of a tour group.

Before the pandemic emerged, 
Chinese travelers spent more than 
400,000 nights in Sweden every
year, according to Visit Sweden.

Although this figure accounted 
for just 2 percent of outbound travel­
ers to the Scandinavian country, Vis­
it Sweden went ahead with setting 
up a China office, w'hich Li said 
shows just how highly Sweden val­
ues Chinese tourists.

She added that the number of 
such tourists visiting Sweden has
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Our main goal is to hopefully return to 
pre-pandemic status and open up direct 

flights... as soon as possible.”
Wouter Vermeulen, general manager of China business for 

Air France and KLM Royal Dutch Airlines
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US-Japan pact may increase regional, global tension

Partisan: US must undertake reforms to defuse risks —
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By XEN ZHIMENG, MA SI 
and JIANG XUEQENG

Democrats, meanwhile, are wor­
ried that the concessions that 
McCarthy agreed to could lead to 
sharp cuts in social programs. 
Even the controversial Affordable 
Care Act, a healthcare project 
introduced by the administration 
of former president Barack 
Obama, is at risk of fresh challen­
ges from the empowered hard-line 
Republicans.

Entrenched racial injustice, wade 
socioeconomic gaps and attempts 
by unscrupulous politicians to 
exploit these gaps have strength­
ened, to the maximum extent pos­
sible, polarization in the US. Far 
from being a melting pot, the US is 
an artificially amalgamated nation

of great diversity. Partisan polari­
zation and the rise of extremism 
have reinforced religious-secular, 
urban-rural and racial-ethnic 
cleavages. Supporters of each 
camp perceive the opposing camp 
in negative terms. 

To make matters worse, the US 
has been experiencing a demo­
graphic shift that poses a threat to 
the white population, which has 
historically been the dominant 
group in all areas of power. It is 
worth noting that some white mili­
tant groups participated in the Cap­
itol Hill riot of January 2021. 

Externally, the election of 
McCarthy will add new complexity 
to the already complicated Sino-US 
relations. McCarthy has character­
ized the Communist Party of China 

as the “greatest geopolitical threat of 
our lifetime” and called for a whole- 
of-govemment approach to ensure 
that the US is prepared to tackle the 
economic and security challenges 
that he sees as posed by the CPC. 
Adding a heavyweight China-basher 
to the Sino-US chessboard, US poli­
cymakers will inevitably reduce the 
scope for flexibility within the limits 
of strategic realism, just as there are 
likely to be fewer opportunities for 
cooperation between the two giants 
in areas of common concern. 

As Jennifer McCoy, a US politi­
cal science professor, has pointed 
out, some countries have experi­
enced chronically pernicious levels 
of polarization for some time with­
out undergoing democratic down­
grading. To arrest the backsliding

of US democracy and resume the 
delivery of good governance, the 
US must launch necessary reforms 
to reduce partisan and group 
polarization before they become 
dangerous. The Congress should 
give top priority to these reforms 
and break the habit of wrongfully 
targeting China as a geopolitical 
threat to the US.

Zhong Nan and Zhou Lanxu
contributed to this story.

Li Hongyang contributed to
this story.

By WANG XU in Tokyo 

and ZHAO RUINAN in Beijing

Junius Ho Kwan-yiu is a Legisla­
tive Council member of die Hong 
Kong Special Administrative 
Region and a solicitor. Kacee Ting 
Wong is a barrister and a part- 
time researcher at Shenzhen Uni­
versity’s Hong Kong and Macao 
Basic Law Research Center. The 
views do not necessarily reflect 
those of China Daily.

Contact the writers at
wangxu @chinadaily.com.cn Contact the writers at

rinzhimmg@chinadaily.com.cn

‘Zhuper’ returns
From the setbacks at the Tokyo 

Olympics to the expectations placed 
on Team China throughout 2022, 
most of die fans’ mixed feelings 
toward the team can be linked to 
the fortunes of Chinese superstar 
Zhu. The 28-year-old has returned 
to the court after a long hiatus due 
to injuries, and fans now have high 
hopes tiiat she will once again lead 
Team China to glory.

ing to the rebound of consumption. 
Emerging sectors including, new 

energy vehicles, are expected to con­
tinue to prosper. China’s sales of new 
energy vehicles saw explosive 
growth last year, with 6.89 million 
electric cars and plug-in hybrids 
sold, a 93 percent year-on-year 
increase, said the China Association 
of Automobile Manufacturers. This 
year’s sales could reach 8.8 million, 
according to UBS analyst Paul Gong. 

China’s recovery is important for 
international corporations and the 
world economy.

Jens Hildebrandt, chief representa­
tive of the Delegation of German 
Industry & Commerce Beijing, said: 
“The Chinese market is of paramount 
importance to many German compa­
nies. ... German companies expect 
growth in most industries — especial­
ly in the fields of decarbonization, 
e-mobility and connected driving.”

Jenny Huang, senior director of 
China corporate research at Fitch 
Ratings, said, “China as the world’s 
largest manufacturing center has 
set up a very robust ecosystem, 
including a very comprehensive 
supply chain and also a very effi­
cient infrastructural network.”

Chen Dong, head of Asia macroe­
conomic research at Swiss financial 
company Pictet Wealth Manage­
ment, said the improving Chinese 
economy will help stabilize global 
supply chains. “This is a favorable 
development,” Chen said, adding 
that given the current development 
of the COVID-19 situation, the econ­
omy could start to rebound strongly 
at the end of March.

Apart from stabilizing global sup­
ply chains, Chen said, the recovery 
of the Chinese economy, especially 
consumption, including outbound 
tourism, wall also benefit economy 
of other countries, especially its 
neighboring countries, such as 
Southeast Asia.

Friday’s meeting also triggered 
protests in Japan, with some 
objecting to Biden’s pointing his 
finger at Kishida and others 
denouncing Japan’s military 
expansion, saying it will disiupt 
people’s lives.

“Pointing the finger is a gesture 
considered very rude in Japanese 
culture,” said Wang, the CASS 
researcher, who added that 
“repeatedly pointing while speak­
ing to another person is considered 
a sign of extreme disdain or an 
expression of dissatisfaction”

In Shinjuku, the most bustling 
area of Tokyo, several worker and 
student groups protested Kishida’s 
meeting with Biden.

One protester told China Daily, 
“The Kishida administration has 
disregarded the national interests 
and domestic agenda of Japan and 
tied itself to the US chariot. It is a 
strategy heading all the way to war. 
Under this trend, Japan will inevi­
tably be part of war in the future.”

Tens of thousands of Portuguese teachers and school staff members hit the streets of Lisbon, capital of Portugal, on Saturday to demand
higher wages and better working conditions, in one of the country’s biggest protests in recent years, pedro nunes / Reuters

“This made me keenly aware that 
the Chinese dream is after all a 
dream of the people. We can fulfill 
the Chinese dream only when we 
link it with our people’s yearning for 
a better life,” Xi said in his speech. 

Despite China being the world’s 
second-largest economy, it still 
faces unbalanced and inadequate 
development and the people’s ever- 
growing needs for a better life.

On his nationwide inspection 
tours, Xi often asked residents 
whether they use pit latrines or 
flush toilets, and he stressed the 
importance of clean toilets. “A small 
toilet has big significance to people’s 
quality of life,” he said.

Toilets in poorer rural areas were 
often little more than makeshift 
shelters surrounded by trees and 
shrubs, while others were open pits 
next to pigsties, which can potential­
ly pose health risks to villagers.

When he visited Guangdong vil­
lage in the Yanbian Korean auton­
omous prefecture, Jilin province, 
in July 2015, villager Li Longzhi 
invited Xi to his home.

“When the general secretary 
heard many villagers still use pit 
latrines, he said to officials accom­
panying him that efforts should be 
made to advance the construction 
of a new countryside. ‘Toilet revolu­
tion’ should be promoted in mral 
areas,” Li recalled.

Thanks to Xi’s attention to the 
issue, all villagers’ homes are now 
equipped with indoor flushing toilets, 
Li said.

In his report to the 20th CPC 
National Congress in October, Xi 
urged efforts to improve the peo­
ple’s well-being and raise the quality 
of life. “Working for the people’s 
well-being is an essential part of the 
Party’s commitment to serving the 
public good and exercising govern­
ance for tiie people. We must ensure 
and improve the people’s well-being 
in the course of pursuing develop­
ment and encourage everyone to 
work hard together to meet the peo­
ple’s aspirations for a better life.”

Zhu is one of the most high-profile 
women’s volleyball players in the 
world. Nicknamed “Zhuper’; she is 
the first player to win two consecu­
tive FIVB World Cup tides, and was 
also named most valuable player at 
both the tournaments. Zhu was also 
the MVP at the Rio Olympics in 
2016, when she helped the national 
team win gold.

However an injury to her right 
wrist, which she sustained in 2017, 
brought a halt to the accolades and 
trophies. The injury flared again in 
2019, causing extra concern this 
time as it begin to severely affect her 
performances.

Rather than undergoing surgery, 
she chose a treatment program 
that would allow her to prepare for 
the Tokyo Olympics.

However, the treatment was not 
enough for Zhu to maintain peak 

“That meant I had more pressure, 
which influenced my performances 
to some degree. Winning and losing 
are a part of competitive sport. 
What’s important, though, is the Chi­
nese volleyball spirit, which is to nev­
er give up in the face of adversity, no 
matter how difficult the challenge is.” 

Li agreed with her coach, Cai, that 
the players had to improve their 
skills to match other teams, but 
added that they had never lost their 
spirit. “Each time, my goal is to win 
the key point in the key match for 
my team. I’m only 22 years old, and I 
believe I can always do better in the 
next game. This is just a start to a 
new chapter. I will work hard for my 
next Olympics in Paris,” she said.

In a separate interview with Xin­
hua, Li said another of her goals is 

the last leg of a G7 tour ahead of the 
group’s summit in Hiroshima in 
May, Kishida said the US-Japan 
alliance was “stronger than ever’! 

Biden said, “The United States 
is fully, thoroughly, completely 
committed to the alliance and, 
more importantly, to the defense 
of Japan” — showing Washing­
ton’s support for the country’s 
controversial rearmament plan, 
which aims to double Japan’s 
defense spending over the next 
five years.

The two leaders signed a pact to 
deepen cooperation on security 
and space, among other areas.

Japan agreed to upgrade the 
intelligence and surveillance capa­
bilities of US troops stationed in 
Japan. The US endorsed Japan’s 
decision to develop counterstrike 
capabilities, which would allow 
Tokyo to defend itself from incom­
ing missiles and launch strikes 
against possible aggressors.

“Biden’s support for Japan’s rear­
mament, is, in a way, a very selfish 
act in making Japan a cat’s-paw to 
contain China,” said Xu Liping,

China’s economy is set to continue 
its recovery — and at a faster pace — 
this year, as consumption, services 
and emerging industries, such as new 
energy' vehicles, are expected to 
regain strong growth momentum, 
according to economists and analysts. 

With continued and faster recov­
ery, China, the world’s second-largest 
economy, can be a major contributor 
to the global economy, which has 
been held back by struggling devel­
oped economies, they said.

After announcing the optimiza­
tion of COVID-19 control measures 
on Dec 7, China lias seen major 
international organizations, invest­
ment banks and consultancies raise 
their forecasts for its GDP growth to 
about 5 percent this year, citing 
stronger economic activity as the 
country’s economic fundamentals 
remain sound and resilient 

“In the medium term, the resilient 
fundamentals of the Chinese econo­
my will provide strong potential for 
the recovery^’ said Denis Depoux, 
global managing director of con­
sultancy Roland Berger.

“With relaxation of COVID meas­
ures, sectors that have been most 
disrupted by COVID have much 
room to recover, such as the services 
industry, food, catering and retail, 
tourism, entertainment and so on. 
China has 1.4 billion people, and per 
capita GDP now exceeds $10,000, 
which makes it the world’s biggest 
consumer market, with the greatest 
potential,” he told China Daily.

China will focus on expanding 
domestic demand and give priority 
to restoring and expanding con­
sumption this year, according to the 
tone-setting Central Economic 
Work Conference, which was held in 
mid-December.

Goldman Sachs analysts have fore­
cast that the country’s consumption 
will grow about 7 percent year-on- 
year in 2023, while the unemploy­
ment rate is expected to decline and 
average incomes are likely to 
improve this year — both contribut­

to become a leading international 
player.

“I’m now more confident on the 
court and I’m closing the gap with 
the world’s top players. The dis­
tance is not that big. I believe I get 
better with every game. Becoming 
a true world-class player is my next 
goal. I will certainly keep working 
hard and fighting for it,” Li said.

performance at the Tokyo Games. 
Although Zhu displayed her famous 
fighting spirit and played through 
the pain, Team China failed to make 
it beyond the group stage.

Zhu eventually underwent sur­
gery earlier last year in Spain, and 
rested for several months in Europe. 
In July, Zhu announced she was sign­
ing for Italian Women’s Volleyball 
League side Pallavolo Scandicci, the 
second foreign club she lias joined. 

From 2016-19, Zhu enjoyed a suc­
cessful stint at Vakifbank Istanbul in 
Thrkiye. Now expectations are high 
that she can put her injury troubles 
behind her and bounce back in style. 

Cai, the head coach, said in a 
recent interview thatZhu is very like­
ly to return to the national team in 
2023. Her first priority is to help 
Team China secure a spot atthe 2024 
Paris Games through qualifying.
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Consumption, services, emerging industries 
to boost growth momentum, observers say

In a historic shift from the post­
World War II international order, 
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida cast off the country’s paci­
fist limitations during a recent 
meeting with United States Presi­
dent Joe Biden, a move that will 
increase regional and geopolitical 
tension, experts said.

“Japan has actually 
Inside broken out of its six 

decades of pacifist sta­
tus,” said Wang Qi, a 
researcher of East
Asia at the Chinese

Academy of Social Sciences in Bei­
jing.

“So the question now is whether 
tiie world is ready to accept an 
aggressive Japan that is committed 
to growing its military and is less 
hesitant to use military power as 
one of its statecraft tools, because 
we all remember what happened 
the last time Japan did these 
things,” Wang said.

Meeting with Biden on Friday on 

director of tiie Center for Southeast 
Asian Studies of the CASS.

“In fact, the US has reneged on 
some of the commitments it made 
after World War II, and (the sup­
port) is, to some extent, a kind of 
disrespect for the sacrifice of the 
US military during the war. It is 
very sad that the Biden administra­
tion has lost the values that the US 
holds consistently, just for short­
term gains,” Xu added.

Da Zhigang, director of the Insti­
tute of Northeast Asian Studies at 
the Heilongjiang Provincial Acade­
my of Social Sciences, said that 
what Washington and Toltyo are 
doing will feed a regional arms 
race, which will increase regional 
and geopolitical tensions.

“The move can curb or even 
undermine interregional coopera­
tion on many fronts, including cli­
mate change and marine 
pollution,” Da said. “Besides that, 
the ongoing efforts of the US and 
Japan to intensify regional group­
ings have a significant negative 
impact on the development of the 
entire Asia-Pacific region.”

Tours: ‘Chinese 
dream’ is that 
of the people

J
Employees pack green onions on Sunday at an agricultural products 
processing company in Zibo, Shandong province. The company will 
guarantee the steady supply of vegetables for many supermarkets in 
Beijing during the Spring Festival holiday, shi wang jing / china daily
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A Fuxing model high-speed train enters the Xiong'an Railway Station, Hebei, in December 2020. sun lijun / for china daily
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High-speed rail surge showcases nations abilities
By LUO WANGSHU
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be fully opened to traffic, as its Hebei 
section became operational in 2021.

Contact the writer at
luowangsha@chinadaily.com.cn

work to 155,000 km. High-speed rail­
ways accounted for 42,000 km, the 
longest such network in die world.

Meanwhile, die railway sector saw 
a fixed asset investment of 710.9 bil­
lion yuan last year.

country’s main high-speed rail cor­
ridors, passing through six provin­
cial-level regions.

With a designed speed of 300 to 
350 kilometers per hour, the line 
slashed the rail journey between 
Beijing and Guangzhou from more 
than 40 hours to about eight.

As the backbone of China’s high­
speed rail network, it now links with 
12 other such lines, making travel to 
a number of cities more convenient. 

Over the course of the decade, it 
has become one of the country’s bus­
iest high-speed lines.

Tian is now deputy head of the 
passenger transport department at 
China Railway Beijing Group.

As a veteran observer of the coun­
try’s high-speed rail development, 

Gu said. He noted diat the implemen­
tation of major highway projects will 
facilitate economic stability, boost 
construction of the modern transpor­
tation system and provide more sup­
port foi' high-quality development.

Zhou Rongfeng, another deputy 
head of the highway bureau, said that 
to facilitate construction, the ministry 
has strengthened coordination proto­
cols to better understand the progress 
of key projects and help solve prob­
lems faced during construction.

The measures include: establishing 
working groups; conducting on-site 
surveys; implementing online sys­
tems to track progress; and setting up 
project journals that will provide 
up-to-date information on the 
progress made.

Meanwhile, more railway lines 
were built and put into operation last 
year. A total of 4,100 km of new lines 
opened to traffic, with high-speed 
railways accounting for 2,082 km of 
the figure, said Liu Zhenfang, presi­
dent of China State Railway Group. 

That brought China’s railway net-

Higher investment and a detailed plan of action aim to provide greater 
convenience and greener travel. Luo Wangshu reports.

b

Backbone blueprint
The road is part of China’s compre­

hensive transport network in the Bei- 
jing-Tianjin-Hebei cluster.

In October last year, a detailed plan 
was released to build the backbone of 
the network of the country's compre­
hensive transportation system, with 
the scale expected to reach 260,000 
km by 2025.

According to a guideline released 
by the Ministry of Transport, the 
National Railway Administration, the 
Civil Aviation Administration of Chi­
na and the State Post Bureau, the 
scale of the backbone will improve 
operational efficiency and service 
quality.

By 2025, the main network of the 
high-speed rail system and the 
expressway system will mostly be 
completed, and the quality of the reg­
ular railway network and national 
highway system will be improved.

By 2030, the backbone network 
will reach about 280,000 km, rising to 
290,000 km by 2035. It will include: 
about 56,000 km of high-speed rail­
ways; 71,000 km of regular railways; 
61,000 km of expressways; 72,000 km 
of highways; and 25,000 km of high­
grade waterways.

The backbone network will include 
the most important passages and cor­
ridors linking major areas of the 
country.

By die end of 2021, it stretched 
251,000 km, about 86 percent of its 
planned length, according to the 
guideline. That reduced journey 
times between regions, cities and 
provinces to support socioeconomic 
development.

The backbone is an important part 
of the nation’s comprehensive trans­
portation network, according to a 
high-profile blueprint guiding the 
development of the sector to 2035.

Released in 2021 by the State Coun­
cil, China’s Cabinet, the blueprint is 
the country's first mid- to long-term 
comprehensive transportation plan 
and maps out related prospects, 
according to Li Xiaopeng, minister of 
transport

The guideline set the goal of build­
ing a more convenient high-quality 
transportation network that will 
allow most travelers to access a 
national highway within 15 minutes 
of leaving their departure point an 
expressway in 30 minutes and a rail­
way in 60 minutes.

“Hie network — which will con­
nect all county-level administrative 
regions, borders, major facilities and 
tourism spots — will comprise roads, 
railways, air routes and waterways,” 
Li told a news conference in 2021.

According to the blueprint the 
network will not only be convenient 
but also cost-effective, green, intelli­
gent and safe.

astyear, China’s transporta­
tion sector saw more invest­
ment and extended itself on 
all fronts to promote high-

quality growth, meet people’s travel 
needs, improve lives and boost 
socioeconomic development.

Despite downward pressure on the 
economy and external challenges, the 
sector has driven domestic demand 
and expanded investment to stabilize 
economic growth and create new 
space for funding, according to Hou 
Zhenxing, deputy director of the gen­
eral planning department at the Min­
istry of Transport.

‘Transportation is the pulse of the 
economy and provides the connec­
tions of civilization,” he said.

The ministry said investment in 
transportation fixed assets saw a 6.3 
percent rise in the first three quarters 
of last year from the same period in 
2021, maintaining a high growth rate. 

The country has also accelerated 
the construction of a comprehensive 
transportation network. In October, a 
detailed plan was released for the 
construction of the system’s backbone 
network, with the scale expected to 
reach 260,000 kilometers by 2025.

A project was also launched to 
improve the transportation and logis­
tics network to boost the carriage of 
freight in urban areas, with 15 cities 
selected as the first group to be built 
into national cargo transport hubs.

Major transport construction pro­
jects — such as the Sichuan-Tibet 
Railway, the expansion of the Beijing- 
Shanghai Expressway and the third 
phase of the Changsha Huanghua 
International Airport in central Chi­
na’s Hunan province — proceeded 
smoothly.

Roads, railways and other trans­
portation facilities were built and 
opened, and more money was invest­
ed in building highways in order to 
maintain and increase investment 
and stabilize the economy.

From January to August last year, 
investment in transportation-related 
fixed assets amounted to 2.34 trillion 
yuan ($345.4 billion), a rise of 6.6 per­
cent from the same period in 2021, the 
ministry said. Of that, 1.77 trillion 
yuan was invested in highway con­
struction, a rise of 95 percent.

From January to September last 
year, construction began on 299 new 
expressway and national and provin­
cial highway projects. The total length 
will be 9,645 km, which will cost 882 
billion yuan, said Gu Zhifeng, a depu­
ty head of the ministry’s highway 
bureau.

The projects include an underwa­
ter tunnel in Jiangsu province and 
expressways in Sichuan and Yunnan 
provinces.

In the first three quarters of last 
year, 9,756 km of expressways and 
national and provincial highways 
were built at a total cost of557 billion 
yuan. “The ministry will continue to 
expand investment in road construc­
tion with the key aim of improving 
the connectivity of the road network,”

ants took off our scarves, down jack­
ets and sweaters one by one. When 
we arrived in Guangzhou, I was only 
wearing a suit,” Tian recalled. 

“I could feel the change in temper­
ature from -10 C in Beijing to more 
than 20 C in Guangzhou. I under­
stood how the speed cut the journey 
time and distance, and how the 
high-speed railway brought people 
closer.”

In the decade since it opened, the 
world’s longest high-speed railway 
line, running 2,298 kilometers, has 
recorded 1.69 billion passenger 
trips, according to China State Rail­
way Group, the national railway 
operator.

The vertical line linking northern 
and southern China is one of the 

room,” he said. “Even if I take a nap, 
the terminal will vibrate if it discov­
ers a malfunction.”

For example, if a large plastic bag 
is found hanging on the contact 
wire and may cause a safety hazard 
for the train’s operation, Wang can 
view a real-time image on the 
screen and deal with it accordingly, 
such as by lowering the pantograph 
to avoid the object or even climbing 
on top of the train to remove it once 
the train has stopped.

The design of the front of the train 
has also been optimized, incorporat­
ing a better curve to reduce air 
resistance, he said.

He noted that an upgraded air- 
conditioning system has been 
installed on the Fuxing trains, offer­
ing more accurate temperature 
adjustment and lower noise levels, 
and reducing energy consumption 
by 10 percent.

Staff members and passengers 
have witnessed the rapid develop­
ment of China’s high-speed rail net­
work, enjoying faster, safer and 
more comfortable travel experien­
ces, they said.

Tian Sa served as chief conductor 
of the first bullet train on its maiden 
journey on the high-speed railway. 
The trip was made on Dec 26,2012, 
from Beijing to the economic hub of 
Guangzhou, capital of the southern 
province of Guangdong.

She remembers the “remarkable 
experience” clearly.

“It was extremely cold in Beijing, 
but as the train headed south, the 
temperature climbed, so we attend­

IS

safety warning lights have been 
placed at 30-meter intervals.

“The lights turn on automatically 
and flash when bad weather causes 
low visibility, such as in heavy fog, 
rainfall or snow,” said Chen Yang, gen­
eral manager of China Railway Jing- 
xiong. Moreover, when a vehicle is too 
close to the car in front, the lights turn 
red to warn the driver to slow down, 
he added.

The operating company has coop­
erated with major navigation service 
providers to deliver real-time infor­
mation for drivers, according to Chen. 

“They can get up-to-date informa­
tion when they use their navigation 
systems. We call it a ‘housekeeping 
service  ̂he said.

As Zhang Wei lined up at a toll 
booth to leave Beijing on Dec 31, the 
PE teacher said the expressway will 
save time when he visits friends and 
relatives in Hebei.

Though the high-speed railway is 
convenient for travel between Beijing 
and Xiong’an, Zhang prefers to drive. 

“I feel safer and more assured driv­
ing, especially during the epidemic in 
the past three years. It is also more 
convenient to carry luggage, especial­
ly large gifts,” he said.

The expressway’s remaining sec­
tion — from the South Fifth Ring 
Road to the Sixth Ring Road in Bei­
jing — is under construction and is 
expected to open this year'. 

When that happens, the road will 

freeway that runs to the Beijing Da- 
xing International Airport, making it 
easier to travel to the hub from 
Xiong’an, he added.

Driving on the newly opened free­
way, bullet trains can often be seen 
running parallel with the vehicles.

Nearly half the freeway’s Beijing 
section — about 13 km — inns along­
side a high-speed railway linking Bei- 
jingand Shijiazhuang, Hebei’s capital, 
which reduces the impact of the 
transportation network on the envi­
ronment, said Cui Genqun, president 
of China Railway Jingxiong (Beijing) 
Expressway Development, the com­
pany in charge of construction and 
operation.

“Being green is one of many such 
features of the advanced expressway?1 
he said.

Construction involved about 22 
hectares of a park filled with pear 
trees, 126 of them more than 50 years 
old. However, instead of digging up 
the 126 old trees, the construction 
team transplanted them to stand out­
side the core construction area.

“It protects the old trees and also 
provides a beautiful landscape for the 
freeway?’Cui said.

The smart expressway is one of sev­
eral in China that use advanced tech­
nology. The 5G network fully covers 
the route, and the adoption of the Bei- 
dou navigation system means a smart 
monitoring network lias been estab­
lished to reduce accidents. Moreover,

sengers like myself,” he said, adding 
that he hoped transfer services 
could be improved in the future.

Wang Guanwei, the train’s 
onboard technician, said the 
upgrading of the bullet trains 
makes the trip safer, greener and 
more comfortable, and also show­
cases China’s development in bullet 
train design and manufacturing.

When the line opened, Harmony 
CRH 380 model bullet trains were 
in operation. Now, Fuxing smart 
bullet trains, domestically designed 
and built, also ply the line.

Wang said the Fuxing smart 
trains have a mobile terminal that 
shows the real-time status of the 
pantograph, the device mounted on 
electric trains that collects current 
from overhead lines.

“I can cany the terminal to con­
duct inspections in compartments, 
so it’s not limited to the monitoring 

she has seen great changes in the 
passengers’ understanding.

“When the line was initially put 
into operation, most passengers 
were unfamiliar with the facilities, 
such as the location of the bath­
rooms and the business coach. Now, 
at least 60 to 70 percent of passen­
gers know the sendees on the bullet 
trains and they know what to do,” 
she said.

On Dec 26, business traveler Qi 
Tie took the 60-minute ride from 
Beijing to Shijiazhuang, capital of 
Hebei province. In the past decade, 
he has made many trips along the 
route and enjoyed the experience. 

“The service is better and the 
speed is faster, which is very conve­
nient and friendly for business pas­

I il
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Integrated development
On Dec 31, the latest section of a 

smart freeway linking Beijing and 
Xiong’an New Area in neighboring 
Hebei province opened to traffic.

It cuts the journey time from Bei­
jing to about 50 minutes and plays a 
strategic role in boosting the integrat­
ed development of the Beijing-Tian- 
jin-Hebei cluster, the ministry said.

The section — roughly 12 km, run­
ning from the capital’s South Sixth 
Ring Road to the city boundary — is 
part of the Beijing-Xiong’an freeway, 
the most convenient road corridor 
from the capital to the new area.

When completed, the freeway will 
extend more than 100 km, with about 
27 km in Beijing and 75 km in Hebei.

The Beijing section, which cost 
12.21 billion yuan, has four lanes in 
each direction, which will cut the 
journey time by up to 30 minutes.

“It is the most convenient fast road 
link between Beijing and Xiong’an. It 
is only 82 km from the South Sixth 
Ring Road to the new area, which 
greatly improves efficiency?’ said 
Wang Jianhui, an official with the Bei­
jing Municipal Commission of Trans­
port. The section also links with a

From left: A high-speed train travels along a line from Zhengzhou, Henan province, to Chongqing, which began operations in June last year, li yang / xinhua Passengers take a picture in front of a bullet train from 
Beijing to the Xiong’an New Area, Hebei province, in December 2020, when the line started operations, zou hong / china daily People from the Yi ethnic group sing during a train journey from Chengdu, Sichuan 
province, to Kunming, Yunnan province, last month, jiang hongjing / xinhua Passengers prepare to board a train at the Chengdu South Railway Station last month, liu zhongjun / china news service
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Visitors watch the national flag-raising ceremony in Tian’anmen Square in Beijing on the morning of Oct 1. zhu xingxin / china daily
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Visitors wear Peking Opera costumes during the 2022 China Inter­
national Fair for Trade in Services in Shougang Park in Beijing's 
Shijingshan district on Aug 31. zou hong / china daily

li

Visitors view an exhibition on Wuhan’s battle against the COVID-19 epidemic earlier in the year in the
capital of Hubei province on Oct 15,2020. zhu xingxin / china daily
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s it fought to con­
tain COVID-19 for 
the past three years, 
.China’s focus has 

always been on protecting 
lives and keeping people 
healthy.

Thanks to the determina­
tion of medical workers and 
the government’s unwavering 
resolve, China has so far man­
aged to minimize the impact 
of COVID-19 on its popula­
tion, as well as on its socioeco­
nomic development.

hi this series of photos, Chi­
na Daily photographers cap­
ture images of the profound 
effect epidemic prevention 
and control measures have 
had on the public, and how 
people across the country 
have worked hard to maintain 
a sense of normalcy over the 
past three years.
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Visitors watch robots on display on Aug 18 during the 2022 World 
Robot Conference in Beijing, zou hong / china daily

From left: Hundreds of delivered items, spread out at the entrance of Lize Xiyuan residential communi­
ty in Beijing’s Chaoyang district, await collection on March 1,2020. zou hong/ china daily Students at the 
Southwest University of Political Science & Law dine in one of the college’s canteens on May 22,2021. 
ZHU XINGXIN / CHINA DAILY

From left: Residents exercise in a park in Beijing on Dec 3. zou hong/ china daily Students attend their graduation ceremony at the University of Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beijing on July 2,2020. 
ZHU XINGXIN / CHINA DAILY
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Passengers stand in line at the Beijing Railway Station on Jan 21,
2020. ZOU HONG / CHINA DAILY
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Thanks to
State, medical 
staff efforts, 
China weathers 
hard-hitting 
epidemic
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By KE RONGYI, XU-PAN YIRU and MENG ZHE

A bogeyman
bom and bred

in the USA

El

It
J E! Contact the writers atxupanyiru@chinadaily.comen.
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Editor’s note: What exactly does the “China threat” mean? China Daily reviews the historical bonds 
between China and the US by inviting experts, entrepreneurs and influencers to discuss the current 

status of relations in terms of cultural exchanges, economic connections and military confrontation. 
The internet documentary series The Myth of the China Threat offers a timely review 

of the China-US relationship and what it means for the world.

Vehicle maker’s complaint
Students are not the only ones who feel aggrieved 

by the way the US government is treating them. 
Another group is motor vehicle manufacturers.

“We hope some day when we go to California the 
Californian government can treat us the way the 
Shanghai government did to Tesla,” said Freeman 
Shen, founder and chief executive of WM Motor, one 
of the top makers of electric vehicles in China.

Electrical vehicle manufacturing has been one of 
the major fields of competition in China-US rela­
tions. The US has accused China of subsidizing the 
industry, giving Chinese companies an unfair 
advantage over their US counterparts.

When WM Motor was founded in 2015 it received 
debt investment and low-interest loans worth 3 bil­
lion yuan ($438 million) from the local government. 

“But US companies like Tesla received much 
more support from the government than we did,” 
Shen said.

Tesla has also received billions of dollars from the 
US Department of Energy, he said, calling the US 
accusations groundless.

In 2018 Trump instigated a trade war with China, 
imposing billions of dollars in tariffs on Chinese 
products, complaining that for years China had 
been taking economic advantage of the US. Three 
years into the presidency of Joe Biden, the tariffs, 
which many economists in both countries say 
should be removed, remain in place.

Experts say the tariffs are not only harmful to the 
global economy but have led the US away from free 
trade and toward protectionism.

“The US is no longer a free-trade country?’ Roy said. 
To support that contention he points to “the launch­
ing of a trade war with China by president Dump, the 
putting on of the China tariffs, the fact that President 
Biden has left those tariffs in place, the fact that we 
pulled out of the Trans-Pacific Partnership”

China’s growing presence in high-tech has 
become a top concern for US policymakers. In 
August US lawmakers passed the CHIPS and Sci­
ence Act, which gives $52 billion for US companies 
over five years to grow their semiconductor manu­
facturing. In October the US imposed sweeping 
restrictions on China, the intention being clear: to 
cripple its semiconductor industry and stifle its 
technological development.

The Biden administration has launched the 
so-called smart competition with China and has 
shifted its focus to technology.

“They believe that technology will determine 
whether the US can maintain the military and eco­
nomic advantage, vis-a-vis China,” said Wu Xinbo, 
dean of the Institute of International Studies at 
Fudan University in Shanghai. With growing ten­
sions between the two countries, experts have called 
for proper management of all the issues.

Daniel Russel, former US assistant secretary of 
state for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, said: ‘There 
is a real urgency for the US and China working to 
heal their bilateral relations overall, and to ensure 
that the competition between us, which is inevita­
ble, is the kind of constructive competition that 
makes both sides better, better competitors, and not 
the destructive rivalry in which each side is seeking 
to harm and undermine the other.”

Wu Xinbo,
dean of the Institute of International
Studies at Fudan UniversityStapleton Roy,

former US ambassador to China

Wu Shicun,
founding president of the National
Institute for South China Sea Studies

After receiving an offer to study computer science 
from Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee, 
Liu Zheng planned to pursue a doctorate there in 
2020. However, Presidential Proclamation 10043 
signed by Donald Hump in May of that year left him 
no choice but to start looking for a job in Beijing 
instead, he said.

An estimated 3,000 to 5,000 Chinese students 
who specialize in STEM (science, technology, engi­
neering and math) studies have been denied visas to 
enter the US because of the proclamation.

PP10043 prohibits students who have graduated 
from universities it alleges support what it calls Chi­
na’s “military-civil fusion program” from obtaining 
certain US visas on the grounds that they could 
engage in espionage. The students say they find the 
reasoning unconvincing.

The list was compiled by the think tank the Aus­
tralian Strategic Policy Institute, or ASPI, Liu said. 
‘They did not do real research, but they pin the 
blame on the victims.”

Liu’s undergraduate studies, the internet of things 
engineering, involves operating home appliances 
using an Android device. Seeing some kind of con­
nection between his studies and China’s military is 
preposterous, he said.

ASPI is known for its ties with die Pentagon, for­
eign governments and weapons manufacturers, and 
it has published a series of reports that target Chi­
nese universities based on unverified assumptions. 

PP10043 involves a series of moves by the US gov­
ernment that aim at countering the “China threat”, 
with a narrative of a malevolent China and Chinese 
people acting as government agents controlling the 
country’s foreign policy and popular culture.

China as a looming threat to the US has long 
become the primary driver of Western media cover­
age of China. “If we write a favorable story about 
China it gets put on page 26 of the newspaper, or it’s 
not covered at all,” said Stapleton Roy, former US 
ambassador to China. “But if I talk about Chinese 
dissidents or Chinese human rights abuses, then I 
get front-page coverage.”

When anyone talks of their experience in China 
that does not align with the narrative coming from 
overseas, they are criticized and summarily dis­
missed as being shills for the Communist Party of 
China.

“I’m not paid by anybody to say the things that I 
say,” said Jerry Grey, a Briton who has lived and 
worked in China for nearly 20 years.

“When someone tells me something is true, I’ll go 
off to find out whether or not it is true. Sometimes it 
is true, sometimes it isn’t, but when it relates to Chi­
na, it’s almost 100 percent untrue.”

As a direct witness to China’s huge development 
over the past 20 years, he has seen advances across 
every measurable metric, including health, educa­
tion, environment, crime and the economy.

For Western audiences constantly bombarded 
with anti-China misinformation and disinforma­
tion, it is easy enough to end up being suspicious of a 
country most know little about

Yan Xuetong, a scholar in international relations 
atTsinghua University in Beijing, laments the grow­
ing divide between China and the public in many 
other countries.

“The awful thing is that it is not only conflict 
between governments that is increasing but resent­
ment between people as well.”

Some Chinese who have had student visa appli­
cations rejected, including Liu, have responded by 
taking legal action against US government offi­
cials, including the secretary of state and the secre­
tary of defense.

At the World Peace Forum in Beijing in July, the 
US Ambassador to China, Nicholas Burns, when 
asked whether he was aware of the consequences of 
PP10043, did not directly address the concern. Chi­
nese students were welcome in the US, he said, and 
only those who broke laws would be subjected to 
visa restrictions. The students responded that 
Burns’ response was inadequate and hypocritical. 

“That’s a very American way to put things,” Liu 
said. “They say one thing and do another. I hope the 
lawsuit will bring us justice.”

Above: A poster for The 
Myth of the China Threat. 
PHOTOS BY MEDIA UNLOCKED

STUDIO 

Left: A factory tour at 
WM Motor.

Military bases trigger concern
After being stationed on the Japanese island of 

Okinawa for two years, Brian Berletic, a former US 
marine, said he began to understand that the US 
military presence was not about bolstering regional 
stability but about undermining it.

“It was a source of constant tension,” Berletic 
said.

Every year the US pours billions of dollars into 
building and maintaining its overseas military bas­
es. But the US military presence at such bases has 
triggered protests rather than gratitude.

“We’re talking rape, murder, assaults, things like 
that,” said Robert Kajiwara, an activist and writer in 
Okinawa. “US soldiers are infamous for doing this. 
They particularly target Okinawan women and chil­
dren, as well as the elderly.”

More than 30 US military installations have been 
built in Okinawa, just a fraction of the hundreds of 
US military bases that encircle China. Every year the 
US military flies thousands of spy planes over the 
South China Sea, and naval ships frequent the 
region with growing intensity.

The US argues that its military buildup is needed 
to counter China’s alleged threat to the region.

“No country will believe that the United States 
may use its military power to seize territory?’ Russel 
said.

“The United States is using its military power to 
maintain international security and stability, espe­
cially in Asia.”

The number of US surveillance sorties in the 
South China Sea is likely to increase compared with 
2021, said Wu Shicun, founding president of the 
National Institute for South China Sea Studies.

Increased US military activity in the Western 
Pacific is because it is concerned about losing its 
dominance, he said. “In 2021 the US flew over 1,200 
spy plane sorties over the region and held 95 US-led 
military exercises. The frequency and intensity 
increase year by year.”

In a world atlas published by Rand McNally in 
1992, the Nansha Islands were described as “Nansha 
Island (China)” Wu Shicun said. In addition, the 
South China Sea islands were described as being 
part of Guangdong province, he said.

China’s GDP is about 70 percent that of the US 
despite hating the largest population in the world. 
However, China’s national defense budget was 1.4 
trillion yuan ($204 billion) last year, less than one- 
third of the US defense budget.

Wu Xinbo of Fudan University said the US mili­
tary has already targeted the Chinese military as a 
major imaginary enemy.

US military spending in 2021 reached $801 bil­
lion, and it is expected to continue to increase this 
year and in the years ahead. Wu Shicun said: “Who 
would think of buying weapons from the US if it 
does not hype tensions?”
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When it comes to running the economy and foreign 
policy, Washington’s politicians often look for 
someone to blame, and most often it is China

Liu Zheng,
a student affected by Presidential
Proclamation 10043 signed in 2020
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behalf of China Daily Beijing, China. 
Additional information is on file with 
the Department of Justice, Washington, 
DC.

Contact die writers at hengweili@
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By HENG WEILI in New York 

and YIFAN XU in Washington
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An elegant retelling of William 
Shakespeare’s ancient tale Romeo and 
Juliet was performed by dancers from 
the Hong Kong Ballet (HKB) in New 
York this weekend.

The US premiere about the trag­
ic star-crossed lovers took place at 
the iconic New York City Center in 
Manhattan on Jan 13 and 14 to a full 
house. The US tour will move on to 
North Carolina next on Jan 20 and 21. 

Susan Liebell, an audience member 
from New Jersey, praised the perfor­
mance. “I loved the sets ... especially 
the red ones; die men’s dancing was 
super compelling,” she told China 
Daily. ‘It was perfect in this theater.” 

The story was set in Hong Kong in 
the turbulent 1960s, HKB provided 
a fresh take on Shakespeare’s story, 
transporting audiences back in time 
by featuring an intricately designed 
set that kept changing, along with 
costumes that captured the fashions 
of the era.

Septime Webre, HKB’s artistic 
director since 2017, told China Daily: 
“It’s inspired by the special vibrancy 
and dynamic energy of Hong Kong 
in the early 1960s. It was a pretty fas­
cinating time of great change. The 
production is inspired by the nostal­
gia that Hong Kong people have with 
that era.”

In the retelling, Juliet’s father is 
an unrelenting Shanghainese tycoon 
who is determined to marry his only 
daughter off to a wealthy Caucasian 
man. But things go awry when she 
has eyes for another man.

The ballet was set to Sergei Proko­
fiev’s dramatic score, bringing retro 
Hong Kong alive for die audience, as 
dancers fused dance and drama to 
showcase a society in dux in a visually 
stunning performance.

Webre’s original choreography 
seamlessly incorporated intense 
street battles rendered in traditional 
Hong Kong-style kung fu.

Established in 1979, HKB is one of 
Asia’s premier ballet companies. The 
vibrant performing arts organization 
has nearly 50 dancers, hailing from 
international locations including 
Australia, New Zealand, Europe and 
throughout North America.

Candy Nip, director of the Hong 
Kong Economic and TYade Office in 
New York, told China Daily: “Hong 
Kong ballet is one of the most refined 
and international ballet companies 
in Asia, and we are very proud to 
showcase our talents, creativity and 
diversity and represent Hong Kong.” 

The HKB dancers have performed 
50 tours in 11 countries worldwide in 
Europe, China and the US.

Qian Jin, deputy consul general 
at the Chinese Consulate General in 
New York, told China Daily: “The 
ballet was wonderful because it’s a

cultural exchange that we can share 
and know we have something in 
common.

“By using art and cultural activities, 
we know that no matter your race or 
country that you’re from, we’re all the 
same. That’s important now, as the 
world faces global challenges.”

Heidi Lee, executive director of 
HKB told China Daily: “This perfor­
mance is very meaningful to us as 
it’s being done after COVID and is 
our biggest tour from Hong Kong in 
post-COVID time.”

Along with performances at home 
and abroad, HKB is engaged with the 
community in Hong Kong, ensur­
ing that ballet is accessible to all. It’s 
online channel HKBALLET@HOME, 
has been watched by over 2 million 
people worldwide.

By HENG WEILI in New York 
henguieili@chinadailyusa.com

to see how strong the boost will be.” 
David Boyce, head of Asia, Middle 

East and Emerging Markets at Tour­
ism Ireland, said: “This is probably 
one of the best and the most exciting 
pieces of news we have heard for a 
long time. ... I know our industry, 
including hotels and attractions, 
just cannot wait to have Chinese 
people back.”

Chinese outbound tourism was 
stalled over the past three years, 
but Boyce said: “When tilings start 
to build up it will be floodgates 
opening.”

In two years Ireland will be wel­
coming double the number of Chi­
nese visitors the country received in 
2019, he said.

Daniela Chiani, Greater China 
director at Switzerland Tourism, 
said: “The latest measures issued by 
the Chinese government optimizing 
the COVID-19 prevention policy are 
inspiring. China has paved the way 
for a full recovery of the inbound

HOUSTON
1001 South Daily Ashford Suite 100
Houston, TX 77077 
Tel: 713-595-7660

SEATTLE
800 Fifth Ave, Suite 4100
Seattle, WA 98104 
Tel:206-922-2868

By WANG MINGJIE in London 
wanginingjie@mail.chinadailyuk.com

Important market
“China is an important foreign 

source market for the Swiss tourism 
industry:’ Chiani said.

Chinese tourists made about 170 
million international trips in 2019, 
the China Outbound Tourism 
Research Institute says. They were 
not only the biggest source market, 
but also the biggest spenders in 
international tourism.

Wolfgang Arlt, the institute’s 
director, said: “The Chinese had 
three years to remember their own 
trips, and read and see videos about 
destinations on social media and

By BELINDA ROBINSON 
in New York
belindarobinson@chinadailyusa.com

European destinations and tour­
ism experts have hailed China’s 
move to relax the country’s COVID- 
19 control measures on internation­
al arrivals and say the new measures 
will be of great significance to the 
recovery of international tourism.

At the end of last month the Chi­
nese government announced that it 
would remove certain COVID-19 
restrictions on international passen­
ger flights from Jan 8, paving the way 
for many Chinese to plan overseas 
trips this year.

In a quick response to the 
announcement, embassies and 
tourism boards worldwide have 
posted messages on China’s social 
media platform Weibo welcoming 
Chinese tourists again after a long 
hiatus.

“I think this is a very natural reac­
tion,” said Emanuel Lehner-Telic, 
head of markets Asia-Pacific at the 
Austrian National Tourist Office. “If 
you have not seen someone for a 
long while and missed them, you 
want to welcome them back.

“China was one of the largest 
tourism outbound markets until the 
end of 2019. A comeback of such a 
big player lias of course an impact 
on the global tourism industry.”

The tourism industry sees the 
announcement as a positive signal, 
he said, and it is a message the indus­
try has awaited for almostthreeyears. 

“Many countries, especially in 
Asia, had a huge Chinese share in 
their number of guests. Their tour­
ism industry is very much looking 
forward to the re-arrival of Chinese 
guests. We think there will certainly 
be a boost (for outbound Chinese 
travel this year). It will be interesting

other sources. Many Chinese will 
have developed plans to do specific 
tilings during their next trip and go 
to new destinations, offering good 
opportunities for destinations off 
the beaten track, if they prepare well 
for the market.”

He forecast that the number of 
Chinese trips abroad this year will 
reach about two-thirds of what they 
were in 2019, possibly a bit less for 
Europe, and by next year, if no new 
problems arise, the 2019 level 
should be reached again.

Oliver Sedlinger, an international 
tourism consultant in Beijing for 
Sedlinger and Associates, said: 
“There definitely is a huge pent-up 
demand for outbound travel in Chi­
na, and I think that during 2023 
this demand will become increas­
ingly visible. Once the final hurdles 
and bottlenecks are overcome, e.g. 
regulations, visa handling and 
flight capacity, I expect a very 
strong rebound.”

CANADA I TORONTO

4711Y onge Street, 10 th Floor 
Toronto, Ontario, M2N 6K8 

Tel: 416-481-5706

“We are outraged and heart­
broken by this unprovoked act of 
violence, but we also worry for the 
well-being of our community;’ said 
an email from the Asian Culture 
Center said, reported the Indiana 
Daily Student. “We should not be 
fearing for our lives on public trans­
portation. Taking the bus should 
not feel dangerous.”

On Friday, IU students gathered 
at the center to voice their concerns. 

“After Wednesday, I immediately 
feel unsafe taking the bus,” said IU 
student Zheng Zhou.

IU seniors Audrey Lee and Tvisha 
Chatteijea, who grew up in Bloom­
ington, say they’ve been dealing 
with anti-Asian sentiments their 
entire lives, according to WRTV, the 
ABC affiliate in Indianapolis.

“Growing up my parents here 
told me, ‘Oh keep your head down, 
if you come across any trouble don’t 
engage.’ Just run.”

“Yeah exactly. If we keep running 
away, keep avoiding people in the 
community, then they will have 
more reason to dehumanize us, 
and it’ll be easier to commit these 
acts of anti-Asian violence,” Lee 
said.

In a statement posted on the 
city website, Bloomington Mayor 
John Hamilton said: “Following 
the brutal attack of a member of 
our community, I want to state 
categorically that here in the city 
of Bloomington we deplore any 
form of racism and discrimination, 
especially hate-based violence.”

James C. Wimbush, the univer­
sity’s vice-president for diversity, 
equity and multicultural affairs, 
said on Facebook, “This week, 
Bloomington was sadly reminded 
that anti-Asian hate is real.”

A total of 10,905 hate incidents 
against Asian Americans and Pacif­
ic Islanders were reported between 
March 19, 2020 — at the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic —and Dec 
31, 2021, according to Stop AAPI 
Hate, an advocacy group.

have to see, but my view is that this 
will not lead to any7 shift in US policy7 
whatsoever,” he said.

But Daniel Larison, a columnist for 
antiwar.com, wrote that the two main 
US political parties tend to coalesce 
around an aggressive posture.

‘To the extent that there are differ­
ences between the major parties, it is 
a difference in rhetoric and emphasis 
and not a fundamental disagreement 
over the substance of the policy itself;’ 
he said.

“Unfortunately, this gives the 
advantage to more hawkish elements 
as they constantly push for more mil­
itary spending, more deployments, 
and more coercive measures. Less 
aggressive adherents of the consen­
sus feel compelled to go along with 
most or all of it in order to be taken 
‘seriously; and even critics often feel 
the need to frame their arguments 
using the language of the hardliners. 

“Whenever the US sets out on 
some new global struggle, it empow­
ers ideological zealots and causes 
previously sensible people to adopt 
that zealotry as a way of remaining 
“relevant’

‘Zealotry is a poor guide for state­
craft, and before you know it the US 
is on the road to another reckless war 
in a country that has little or noth­
ing to do with our security;’ Larison 
wrote.

Judah Grunstein wrote on Jan 6 
in World Politics Review, where he 
is editor-in-chief, that the result of 
American policy “is that competi­
tion and even potential conflict are 
now considered the default position 
for relations with China; those who 
suggest that cooperation — even on 
existential challenges like the climate 
crisis — is still valuable and at times 
necessary are seen as either naive or, 
worse still, useful idiots”

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, 
a California Republican, insisted the 
panel would not be partisan.

‘You have my word and my com­
mitment. This is not a partisan com­
mittee. This will be a bipartisan com­
mittee,” McCarthy said in remarks 
urging the House to back the bill.

He said the committee would 
address issues such as bringing jobs 
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and outbound tourism markets by 
adjusting its measures of epidemic 
prevention and control, in line with 
public expectations.”

The number of overnight stays 
in Switzerland by Chinese guests 
in 2019 reached 1.8 million, the 
country’s national tourism agency 
said.

An 18-year-old Asian American 
student at Indiana University was 
stabbed while getting off a bus by a 
woman who said she did it because 
the victim is Chinese, according to 
court documents.

According to an affidavit, Billie 
Davis, 56, a resident of Blooming­
ton, Indiana, where the university 
is located, stated she stabbed the 
female victim in the head with a 
folding knife.

Davis mentioned targeting the 
woman, who is from Carmel, a sub­
urb of Indianapolis, “due to [her] 
being Chinese” and “made state­
ments that race was a factor in why 
she stabbed her’] the affidavit said. 

Davis also told a detective that she 
attacked the young woman because 
it would be “one less person to blow 
upourcountiy:

The victim “said that as she was 
standing and waiting for the bus 
doors to open, another passenger on 
the bus began to strike her repeat­
edly in the head, which resulted in 
immediate pain” said a news release 
from the Bloomington police.

The young woman was alert and 
able to tell police what happened 
when they spoke to her at a local 
hospital; her condition wasn’t avail­
able Thursday.

Surveillance footage shows Davis 
stabbing or attempting to stab the 
victim several times on top of head. 

Davis then put the knife in her 
pocket and went back to her seat 
on the Bloomington lYansit bus. A 
witness who also was onboard fol­
lowed Davis and contacted police. 
She was arrested by Bloomington 
police officers when she got off the 
bus.

Davis was booked into the 
Monroe County Jail on charges 
of attempted murder, aggravated 
battery and battery by means of a 
deadly weapon, where she was held 
without bond on Thursday.

William Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet is staged by the Hong 
Kong Ballet in New York on 
Friday.
CHRISTOPHER DUGGAN / FOR CHINA DAILY

With the creation of a committee 
that has wide bipartisan support, the 
new US House of Representatives 
seems determined to increase politi­
cal pressure on Beijing, an approach 
that has raised concerns from some 
policy experts and politicians.

The House voted 365 to 65 on 
Uiesday in favor of a resolution estab­
lishing the “Select Committee on the 
Strategic Competition Between the 
United States and the Chinese Com­
munist Party; which will make policy 
recommendations.

‘I don’t think it’ll change US policy 
per se with regard to China. I think 
what will come out of part of the 
committee will be a lot of hot air,” 
Sourabh Gupta, a senior fellow at 
the Washington-based Institute for 
China-America Studies, told China 
Daily. “But some of that air could 
also be a lot of radioactive dangerous 
air because that... can frame the 
contours of the presidential election 
campaign in 2024.

‘You know, the Republican Rrrty. 
as we’ve seen, is very disunited at 
this point of time. And so it looks 
for elements that are in common, 
and one of the common areas, areas 
where there is a common view in 
the Republican Party, is on China,” 
he said. “And that’s why they were 
able to kick off the select committee 
so quickly/

All 65 of the “no” votes came from 
Democrats, some of whom said they 
were concerned the Republican-led 
panel would be too partisan.

But 146 other Democrats, includ­
ing new House Minority Leader 
Hakeem Jeffries of New York, a state 
with a large Chinese population, 
voted in favor.

“When the Republicans tried to do 
this two years back, the Democrats 
backed out of it,” Gupta said. “And 
it’s not that the Democrats and the 
Biden administration have been soft 
on China.

‘The Biden administration lias 
taken the extreme competition to the 
extreme limit in technology embar­
goes, et cetera, et cetera. And so we 

back from China to the United States, 
securing intellectual property7 and 
bringing supply chains back to the 
country.

The panel will be chaired by 
Republican Representative Mike 
Gallagher of Wisconsin, known for 
his anti-Beijing stance, who has 
suggested he’d take an aggressive 
approach by installing “elements of 
hard power”

California Democrat Ro Khanna, 
who said he represents the only 
Asian-majority district in the conti­
nental US, said he would not support 
a committee “that I thought would 
engage in xenophobia or attacks on 
the Chinese people”

Representative Ayanna Collins, a 
Massachusetts Democrat, said in a 
CNN interview7 that the select com­
mittee was “another sham effort”

“It’s really clear that this is just 
a committee that would further 
embolden anti-Asian rhetoric and 
hate and put lives at risk,” she said. 

Pressley and other House progres­
sives released a statement on their 
opposition to the committee.

While they said that China posed 
policy challenges to the US, they 
contended that “America can and 
must work towards our economic 
and strategic competitiveness goals 
without ‘a new Cold War,”’ which 
they said would lead to “repression, 
discrimination, hate, fear, degenera­
tion of our political institutions, and 
violations of civil rights’:

“A Select Committee on China 
under Republican control will inevi­
tably be racialized,” Representative 
Rashida Tlaib, a Michigan Democrat, 
wrote on TWitter on Wednesday.

Judy Chou, a California Democrat 
and chair of the Asian Pacific Ameri­
can Caucus, said, “This committee 
cannot be used to promote policies 
that result in the racial profiling of 
Asian Americans but should directly 
focus on specific concerns related 
to the government of the People’s 
Republic of China.”
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Start of a profit and valuation recovery?
Foreign financial institutions place big bets on Chinese stocks as various policies create hopes of economic rebound
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Where investors may reap decent returns this year
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Kingei Lau, Goldman's chief
China equity strategist 

prevention and containment poli­
cies in a major way, with significant 
implications for both inbound and 
outbound travelers. This is expected 
to boost tourism, consumption, 
trade and investment, and form a 
strong support for the macroeco­
nomic fundamentals of China.

The US Fed appeared to have taken 
a softer monetary stance by raising 
interest rates by 50 basis points in 
mid-December, down from die stun­
ningly high 75 bp hikes earlier in 2022. 

But that doesn’t mean everything 
will be hunky dory this year. China’s 
growth, which is forecast by econo­
mists to be more consolidated this 
year, will still hit a bumpy path. The 

By SHI JING in Shanghai 
shijing@chinadaily.com.cn

''i

1 Te 11, am I not glad that we
have all stepped into a 
promising 2023 after 

enduring what many have described as 
the annus horribilis of 2022, a year 
filled with too much hardship for inves­
tors, whether professional or amateur.

In the year that was, the protract­
ed geopolitical tensions in Europe 
had pushed up energy prices and 

international investors, said Luo. 
In a report released in late 

December, experts from Pictet 
Wealth Management, a Swiss firm, 
described their outlook for the 
global stock market performance 
as lukewarm. But China, they said, 
will show better performance than 
the rest of the world as it optimizes 
pandemic containment policies.

The country’s economic recovery, 
which will not bean easy process, is 
unquestionable. The lower prices 
of A shares indicate much invest­
ment value in the Chinese equities, 
they said.

Data from market tracker Wind 
Info showed the average price-to- 
earnings ratio of the CSI 300 index 
is 11.3 times, approaching the histor­
ic lows of 2016 and 2018.

The expected rebound in the Chi­
nese market will likely exert a spill­
over effect on emerging markets, 
Pictet experts said, explaining their 
generally positive outlook for the 
stock markets in emerging econo­
mies this year.

The US stock market, which 
showed soaring valuations in 2021, 
did not sustain that bright streak in
2022. Its current valuations do not 
truly reflect US economic picture, 
said analysts from US-based Van­
guard Investment Strategy Group. 
Against that backdrop, emerging 
economies, including China, rail be 
important to international investors

as they are keen to diversify their 
investment portfolios.

Agreed experts from Neuberger 
Berman. There will be a lot of glad 
tidings in the A-share market that 
investors can look forward to this 
year. For one, the average valuation 
of the A-share market is within a 
reasonable range after the adjust­
ment the previous year. China’s eco­
nomic recovery has much impetus, 
especially in the airline and tourism 
businesses, they said.

Macroeconomic indicators like 
the consumer price index and the 
producer price index are also at a 
reasonable level. Inflation this year 
will likely have only a limited impact 
on economic growth, while raw 
material prices are not expected to 
surge. Benefiting from rising 
demand and stable costs, mid­
stream industries in China are likely 
to perform relatively better, NB ana­
lysts said.

As China is undergoing a transi­
tion from old to new economic 
drivers, investors should keep a 
close eye on technology growth 
enterprises, which are best repre­
sented by those listed on the STAR 
Market in Shanghai. New energy 
and high-end manufacturing 
industries may present the most 
opportunities for profitable 
investments. The Chinese inter­
net industry may have bottomed 
out, as the Hang Seng Tech Index

country is still feeing pressure in the 
form of consumers’ reluctance to 
spend, the troubled property sector, 
tardy employment and the hardy 
COVID-19. The sluggish or stunted 
development pace in most devel­
oped countries will likely stifle 
demand there, which isn’t good 
news for China’s exports.

On the other hand, although the 
US Fed is slowing its interest rate 
hikes, it’s still nowhere near 
announcing an end to its monetary 
tightening. So, there’s still short­
term pressure on the interest rate 
difference between China and the 
US, which will continue to translate 
into pressure on the Chinese stock 

market. The high fiscal deficit in the 
US hangs over the already troubled 
economic growth there.

So, A-share investors would do 
well to expect market volatility. To be 
frank, they should have developed 
tli is ability in 2022. Very high returns 
won’t be easy. Value or long-term 
investment should be embraced as 
the market matures further. Inves­
tors should closely watch the indus­
tries whose development path is in 
line with the national goals. Only 
companies with true value and 
growth potential will be able to with­
stand market fluctuations.

The US stock market may contin­
ue to be lukewarm. Unreasonably 

ment the optimized COVID-19 con­
trol measures in a well-calibrated 
manner, to ensure pandemic con­
trol work is better reconciled with 
socioeconomic development. From 
Jan 8, China scrapped the quaran­
tine requirement for international 
arrivals. It also downgraded the 
management of COVID-19 cases 
from Class A to Class B.

Luo Di, director of asset alloca­
tion for UBS Asset Management in 
China, said the Swiss financial ser­
vices behemoth has taken note of a 
noticeable northbound capital 
inflow at the end of 2022 that 
showed a sharp slope, in terms of 
inflow speed.

The major markets in the world 
are all confronting their own prob­
lems at present, said Luo. The US 
stock market is still undergoing 
much volatility against the back- 
drop of unclear expectations of 
interest rate hikes. Europe is show­
ing stabilizing signs, but is not firm­
ly grounded. But the certainty of 
China’s policies is stronger than that 
of other markets, which is condu­
cive to foreign capital inflows into 
the A-share market, he said.

China’s economic recovery, which 
will be further consolidated by rela­
tively bigger fiscal expenditure and a 
stronger stimulus for property, con­
sumption and investment, is likely 
to generate bigger active returns, 
which should not be overlooked by

caused a global food shortage. The 
US Federal Reserve adopted seven 
rounds of aggressive interest rate 
hikes last year to curb soaring infla­
tion, which forced many other econ­
omies to follow suit. The stock 
market, which is negatively correlat­
ed to interest rates, slumped. Tire 
COVID-19 pandemic turned 3, cast­
ing a long and dark shadow on the 
global economy. Even the cryptocur­
rency prices continue to head south 
in the wake of the FTX meltdown.

Given all that, investors have high 
hopes for this year as there have 
been some positive signals in recent 
weeks. The Chinese regulators have 
optimized the country’s COVID-19 

has rebounded more than 50 per­
cent from the previous low of 
2720.38 points touched in late 
October, NB said.

Hyomi Jie, a portfolio manag­
er at Fidelity International, 
agreed the A-share market packs 
in a lot of appeal this year, in 
terms of diversifying risks. Chi­
na’s supportive policies will also 
lead to healthier economic 
growth figures.

The property industry, which 
influences consumer confidence 
and behavior quite significantly in 
China, may surprise the market 
with upward momentum this year, 
if the Chinese government contin­
ues to ease certain rales and regula­
tions, said Jie.

The property market will be fur­
ther stabilized, pushing up home 
purchase demand nationwide, 
leading to a positive trickle-down 
effect at the consumption end. 
Meanwhile, the accelerated locali­
zation in the supply chain will facil­
itate the rise of Chinese domestic 
brands, the development of high- 
end manufacturing industry and 
growth in consumption-related 
services. Although the economic 
recovery may be bumpy, China’s 
efforts to move up the value chain 
have helped build its economic 
resilience. Structural growth 
opportunities are thus generated 
for investors, said Jie.

Despite that China’s benchmark 
Shanghai Composite Index of the 
Shanghai Stock Exchange fell more 
than 15 percent last year due to vari­
ous market uncertainties, foreign 
financial institutions remain san­
guine about their 2023 prospects in 
the Chinese capital market. Their 
confidence, market mavens said, 
stems from signs that China’s econo­
my will stabilize even more going 
forward, on the back of continual 
optimization of the COVID-19 con­
trol measures.

Other factors brightening inves­
tor sentiment toward Chinese secu­
rities are GDP growth hopes, 
improved business confidence lev­
els, and expectations that the unem­
ployment rate, inflation and debt 
default risks will all remain man­
ageable, while supportive policies 
will help the troubled property 
industry and other straggling sec­
tors like travel, tourism, hospitality 
and catering to see a turnaround.

Goldman Sachs, for one, has gone 
ahead and told its clients they 
should consider increasing their 
exposure to Chinese stocks this year 
as they are expected to outshine 
those in the rest of the world.

Goldman analysts reasoned that 
China’s GDP growth rate this year 
will come in at an estimated 4.5 
percent, up from an estimated 3.3 
percent in 2022 (8.4 percent in 
2021, 2.2 percent in 2020, the first 
year of the pandemic, and 6 percent 
in 2019, the last pre-pandemic fig­
ure). The US investment bank has 
stamped an overweight rating on A 
shares for this year, and estimated 
the 2023 return of the CSI 300 
index, a benchmark of 300 A-share 
large-caps, will come in at around 
16 percent

Wendy Liu, JPMorgan’s chief Chi­
na equity strategist, estimated that 
the A-share market’s average earn­
ings per share will surge 14 percent 
this year, which will be on a par with 
the level seen in August 2022.

“Northbound capital” that over­
seas investors pump into A shares 
via the stock connect mechanism 
linking the Shanghai, Shenzhen and 
Hong Kong bourses will report a net 
inflow of $30 billion this year, up 
from $13 billion in 2022 but still 
behind the $63 billion seen in 2021, 
Goldman experts said.

They further said China’s unem­
ployment rate will likely decline this 
year, while consumer confidence 
will recover as incomes improve. So, 
travel, restaurants, entertainment 
and airlines will likely see large room 
for recovery in profitability this year. 

Kinger Lau, Goldman’s chief 
China equity strategist, said: “Chi­
nese stocks listed in both the 
A-share market and overseas mar­
kets will improve their perform­
ance relative to their peers this 
year, given the relatively relaxed 
macroeconomic policies and rising 
GDP growth rate.”

Many more foreign institution­
al investors have a similar bullish 
stance on Chinese stocks. In a Dec 
8 report, Morgan Stanley experts 
said the Chinese stock market 
will likely stand out among those 
of the emerging economies and 
even overtake those of the rest of 
the world this year. The swift 
actions that the Chinese govern­
ment has taken to optimize the 
COVID-19 control measures will

continue to boost the market sen­
timent, they said.

The positive forecast emerged 
less than a week after the New 
York-headquartered investment 
bank upgraded its China stocks 
outlook from equal-weight to over­
weight. The A-share market is at 
the beginning of a profit and valua­
tion recovery that may last for 
many quarters to come, said Mor­
gan Stanley analysts.

Such optimism started to bright­
en after the tone-setting Central 
Economic Work Conference in mid­
December said China will imple-

high rate of returns may have already 
become a tiling of the past when 
monetary easing was the norm. The 
high interest rates in the country will 
push down the valuations of stocks. 
Will there be another economic hard 
landing in the US? Will it lead to an 
overall economic regression among 
developed economies? Time will tell. 

The Chinese and US bond mar­
kets may be worth considering giv­
en the former’s foreseeable stability 
and the latter’s higher returns.

The energy sector may also be 
worth looking at, as energy prices 
are expected to remain high in 2023. 
In this sense, experienced investors 
can seek help from asset managers 
specializing in commodity trading 
advisory strategy. Other defensive 
investments, such as gold, can also 
be considered, given the possible 
uncertainties on the global front.
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By Shi Jing
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Chinese stocks listed 
in both the A-share 
market and overseas 
markets will improve 
their performance 
relative to their peers 
this year, given the 
relatively relaxed 
macroeconomic 
policies and rising 
GDP growth rate.”
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tourists to Bali to enjoy the upgrad­
ed and diversified travel services.

By SHI JING in Shanghai 
shijing@chirtadaily.com.cn

Representatives of China Railway Harbin Group of Technology Corp 
beat a gong at its IPO ceremony on Oct 12. The company is listed on
the Shanghai Stock Exchange STAR Market, provided to china daily

Gc

Chinese tourists spend an average 
of NZ$4,900 ($3,124.73) per person 
when staying in New Zealand.

The orderly resumption of out­
bound travel for Chinese tourists 
will be “a major boon to New Zea­
land’s tourism industry” she said.

Travel specialist He Qingyuan in 
Australia said as the Chinese Lunar 
New Year holiday is around the cor­
ner, He, along with his peers, is cus­
tomizing exclusive tours for 
Chinese visitors.

Yuthasak Supasorn, governor of 
the Tourism Authority of Thailand, 
said the tourism sector is gearing 
up for the return of Chinese tour­
ists. Besides their favorite activities 
of visiting beaches and enjoying the 
food, “we would like to promote 
exclusive tour packages in the 
northeast region, the lesser visited 
corner of Thailand filled with natu­
ral beauty and authentic Thai cul­
ture” he said.

On the world-famous Boracay 
island in central Philippines, the 
once-closed Chinese restaurants 
have been reopening one by one 
and some local travel agencies have 
produced tour packages themed 
around the Chinese Lunar New 
Year, hoping to lure the first batch 
of Chinese tourists after the border 
reopens.

Indonesia’s “paradise on Earth”, 
Bali, is no exception. Azril Azahari, 
chairman of the Indonesia Tourism 
Intellectual Association, said he 
expects an early arrival of Chinese 

our two countries," he said.
Indonesian Tourism and Crea­

tive Economy Minister Sandiaga 
Uno said the COVID-19 pandemic 
has had a huge negative impact on 
many sectors of Indonesia, includ­
ing tourism.

“We lost almost 1 million-plus 
jobs,” he said, adding that coopera­
tion with China is very important 
for the recovery of Indonesia’s tour­
ism sector.

Cambodian Prime Minister Sam- 
dech Techo Hun Sen said he was 
very pleased to welcome back Chi­
nese tourists, saying that their pres­
ence is vital to the country’s 
tourism and economic growth. 

‘When China reopens its bor­
ders, flights will increase exponen­
tially, so we hope to welcome about 
2 million Chinese tourists again (in 
2023),” Hun Sen said.

While initial public offering activ­
ity was lackluster globally' in 2022 
due to geopolitical tensions and 
multiple market uncertainties hin­
dering economic growth, the IPO 
market remained buoyant in the 
A-share market last year as the coun­
try’s technology-focused boards 
have started to show more vitality.

As calculated by leading consult­
ing firm KPMG, the number of IPO 
cases and total funding raised glo­
bally plunged 50 percent and 60 per­
cent, respectively, year-on-year in
2022. IPO financing realized on the 
two major bourses in the United 
States, the New York Stock Exchange 
and Nasdaq, plummeted more than 
90 percent yearly.

But the A-share market demon­
strated its resilience amid global 
gloom. Although the number of IPO 
cases contracted 15 percent year-on- 
year to 416 in 2022, total financing 
increased 9 percent to 584.9 billion 
yuan ($87.03 billion), refreshing die 
record reached in 2021, according to 
professional services provider EY.

Deepened capital market reforms, 
promotion of the registration-based 
IPO mechanism and the establish­
ment of a multilayered capital market 
had contributed to the record-high 
proceeds in the A-share market in 
2022 when the world economy was 
confronted with various challenges, 
said Zhao Haizhou, the eastern region 
A-share offering leader for the capital 
market services group at Deloitte.

It should be noted that IPO proceeds 
made at the STAR Market on the Shang­
hai Stock Exchange — the board aiming 
to nurture “hard technology” compa­
nies, such as chipmakers, biopharma- 
ceutical companies and artificial 
technology firms, accounted for 40 per­
cent of the whole-year IPO fundraising 
in the A-share market in 2022, according 
to EYs calculation. It is the first time for 
the STAR Market to overtake the 
A-share main board where large-caps 
are listed in terms of IPO financing.

On top of that, among the 10 largest

/

Tourists from a Xiamen Airlines flight are greeted by a Thai government official as they anive at Suvarnabhumi Airport in Bangkok on 
Jan 9, after China removed COVID-19 travel restrictions, yang wanli / china daily
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Government expectations
In 2019, Thailand welcomed 

about 40 million foreign tourists, 
nearly 30 percent of whom were 
Chinese.

Thai Finance Minister Arkhom 
Termpittayapaisith said that Chi­
na’s gradual restoration of its citi­
zens’ overseas travel and other 
favorable factors will boost Thai­
land’s tourism sector — Thailand’s 
key economic growth contributor 
— pushing the Thai economy to 
grow 3.8 percent in 2023.

Philippine President Ferdinand 
Romualdez Marcos Jr invited Chi­
nese to visit his country as tourists, 
students and investors. “I shall 
push for the resumption of tourism 
and cultural cooperation between 

IPOs recorded on the A-share market 
last year, measured by proceeds, sev­
en are listed on the STAR Market

Meanwhile, the number of IPO cas­
es recorded on the ChiNext in Shenz­
hen, Guangdong province — the 
board to boost integration between 
traditional industries and new' tech­
nologies and novel business models
— came in at 150 by the end of 2022, 
according to latest data from market 
tracker Wind Info, overtaking all the 
other boards in the A-share market. 

As understood by Felix Fei, EY 
Assurance partner, the development of 
“hard technology^ which lias become 
a major national strategy in China, has 
nurtured structural changes in the 
A-share market in recent years. While 
financial service providers used to top 
the list of IPO proceeds, their leading 
position has been dislodged by tech­
nology, media, telecom, biopharma­
ceutical companies and healthcare 
films. Industrial companies with core 
technologies have also caught up in 
terms of IPO financing.

Advanced manufacturing, which 
is expected to highlight China’s eco­
nomic growth in 2023, will see more 
IPOs successfully announced this 
year, said Fei. Companies that use 
special and sophisticated technolo­
gies to produce novel and unique 
products, w'hich are also in line with 
the country’s strategic development 
path, will also drive IPO activity on 
the one-year-old Beijing Stock 
Exchange, which was launched to 
nurture technologically advanced 
small and medium-sized enterprises. 

While the BSE saw 75 new compa­
nies achieve successful flotation in
2022, with the total financing coming in 
at 14.9 billion yuan, Deloitte estimates 
that up to 120 companies will announce 
their IPO on the BSE in 2023, with the 
total proceeds reaching 24 billion yuan.

The STAR Market in Shanghai is 
expected to see 120 to 140 new listings 
in 2023, with total fundraising esti­
mated between 305 billion yuan and 
340 billion yuan. The ChiNext is likely 
to accommodate 150 to 170 IPOs in
2023, with proceeds estimated to top 
210 billion yuan, according to Deloitte.

Nation’s optimized COVID-19 policies 
inject impetus to regional tourism

J

Preparations ready
The tourism sectors of Asia-Pacif­

ic countries have been gearing up 
for the return of Chinese tourists in 
the new year.

In New' Zealand, some travel 
agencies have been communicating 
with their Chinese counterparts and 
customizing the latest tour itinerar­
ies for incoming Chinese tourists.

Li Ruiqin, managing director of 
China Travel Service (NZ) Ltd, said

Rational approach needed
China’s recent announcement 

that it would downgrade the man­
agement of COVID-19 from Class A 
to Class B from Jan 8 has been 
w'armly welcomed by many coun­
tries, which have also called for 
rational pandemic prevention 
measures.

Welcoming Chinese visitors, Hun 
Sen said China’s reopening of its 
borders will revitalize Cambodia’s 
economy and tourism, adding his 
country will not impose restric­
tions on Chinese tourists.

In a statement on Jan 4, Thai 
Deputy Prime Minister and Public 
Health Minister Anutin Chamvira- 
kul said Thailand has considered 
COVID-19 as a communicable dis­
ease under surveillance.

Foreign visitors entering Thai­
land from all parts of the world will 
be treated equally and no special 
public health measures will be 
implemented to discourage travel­
ers from any particular country.

Teo Yik Ying, dean of the Saw 
Swee Hoch School of Public 
Health at the National University 
of Singapore, said Singapore has 
a high vaccination rate and it is 
unnecessary for it to impose 
additional travel regulations on 
Chinese tourists.
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BANGKOK — China’s recent 
optimization of its COVID-19 
response and the gradual return of 
Chinese citizens’ overseas travel 
have encouraged those working in 
the tourism sectors of Asia-Pacific 
countries.

In the eyes of a Thai tuk-tuk driver 
who gave his name as Mak, the 
return of Chinese tourists means the 
revival of Thailand’s economy. He 
hopes the hustle and bustle of for­
eign tourists on Bangkok’s streets 
before the pandemic hit three years 
ago will soon come back
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New golden age’ for Chinas investment sector6’
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ther improve market dynamics and 
transparency, bringing more high- 
quality investment options.

marks, which helps attract more for­
eign capital into the country.

The country’s domestic markets 
also provide attractive risk-adjusted 
returns. Present valuations of Chi­
nese equities are near historic lows. 
The economic slowdown and COV- 
ID-19-related restrictions have 
weighed on local companies’ finan­
cial fundamentals, but there are still 
opportunities for investors to seek 
excess returns if they dig deeper.

Rolling out stimulus
While geopolitics may dominate 

the headlines, we think economic 
growth remains a key domestic pri­
ority for the Chinese government. 
We expect China to continue to roll 
out monetary, fiscal and regulatory 
stimulus measures to support the 
real economy. Foreign asset manag­
ers seeking to align with these efforts 
can leverage their experience and 
best practices from overseas, includ­
ing in pension product offerings, 
sustainable investment practices 
and outbound investment strategies. 

We have seen a lot of remarkable 
changes in the onshore capital mar­
kets since we opened our first Chi­
nese mainland representative office 
in Shanghai in 2004. Today, as the 
country optimizes its COVID-19 
containment, new opportunities 
may emerge. “Is China investable?” 
We think the answer is clear.

Diversification benefits
China’s bonds and equities have 

historically provided good diversifi­
cation benefits for global portfolios 
because they present a low correla­
tion with other asset classes. The dif­
ference between China’s interest 
rate cycle and the policy cycles of the 
world’s other major economies also 
boosts the case of Chinese assets as a 
diversification strategy'.

China has continued to broaden 
its markets by increasing die supply 
of high-quality and diversified 
financial assets. Examples in recent 
years include introducing a registra­
tion-based initial public offering 
system and launching the Nasdaq- 
style Shanghai Stock Exchange 
STAR Market. Capital market 
reforms in China are likely to fur­

disruptions and market turmoil, but 
also fundamentally damage the sta­
bility and authority of the multilat­
eral trading system in which all 
members have common interests.

It is time for the US to seriously' 
rethink its role in the multilateral 
trading system. Only by implement­
ing tiie spirit of the G20 Summit in 
Bali, Indonesia, and the essence of 
the WTO rules can the US regain the 
recognition and respect of the inter­
national community.

t '

efforts will be made to substantially 
grow per capita GDP to be on a par 
with that of a “mid-level developed 
country” by 2035.

As a result, Chinese citizens have 
strong and growing demand for 
professional asset management ser­
vices, including mutual funds.

This demand is supported by a 
long-term structural shift. Demo­
graphic trends like the aging popu­
lation and shrinking labor force are 
adding downward pressure to Chi­
na’s neutral interest rate. In 
response, savers are more likely to 
shift more of their assets from bank 
savings to asset management prod­
ucts in search of better returns.

At the same time, as awareness 
for the need to save for retirement 
grows in China, providing new 
investment options for pension 
pools are proving a growth area for 
mutual funds. This is likely to gain 
momentum as China launches indi­
vidual retirement accounts. Policy­
makers unveiled a new private 
pension scheme last year to offer 
supplementary retirement funding 
options for the aging population, 

think there is a risk of missing one 
of the most significant evolutions 
taking place in the global finance 
industry in years — the liberaliza­
tion of China’s fast-growing invest­
ment and wealth management 
industry. You can call it a “new 
golden age”.

Consider a few data points. While 
the COVID-19 pandemic has dis­
rupted many aspects of China’s 
economy in recent years, it has not 
stopped the country’s mutual funds 
sector from growing. Total assets 
invested in mutual funds have risen 
by 71 percent since January 2020, 
said the Asset Management Associa­
tion of China. As of the end of Octo­
ber, the sector’s total assets under 
management stood at 26.5 trillion 
yuan ($3.94 trillion).

The expansion is mainly driven by 
the rapid accumulation of house­
hold assets. China’s gross domestic 
product exceeded $10,000 on a per 
capita basis for a third consecutive 
year in 2021. A key report delivered 
in October at the opening session of 
the 20th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China said that 

_1*

review meeting that “since the last 
review, not only have some practices 
of the US not been corrected, but they 
have gone further” and what we see 
is “a destroyer of the multilateral 
trading system, a unilateralist and 
bullying hegemonic power, a double 
standards manipulator and a dis­
turber of the global supply chain” 
These tides are appropriate since the 
US has “earned” them with its 
strength and actions.

No matter how well its govern­
mental statement is written, the US 
trade policy review examines US 
policy, discusses US issues and 
requests corrections to US meas­
ures. The US needs to put aside the 
mentality of overweening pride and 
listen carefully to the concerns of 
other WTO members because the 
US measures not only cause trade

7/
A

miss the problems existing in its cur­
rent trade policy, nor can it avoid the 
questions and accusations of other 
members. While the US avoids men­
tioning areas for improvement in its 
trade policy in its statement, other 
WTO members will not limit them­
selves to listening to US “self-praise” 

Instead, their attention has 
focused on some discriminatory 
trade practices with significant 
global implications taken by the US, 
of which the most controversial is 
the Inflation Reduction Act. The 
IRA addresses broad areas such as 
combating climate change, reduc­
ing prescription drug costs and 
reducing fiscal deficits. But what 
concerns WTO members most is 
that the act authorizes the US gov­
ernment to provide about $369 bil­
lion for climate and clean energy 
projects, including encouraging the 
purchase of electric vehicles and 
hydrogen fuel cell-powered vehicles 
and deploying charging stations, 
with as many as nine tax incentive 
programs conditional on produc­
tion and sale in the US or North 
America. In the name of addressing 
climate change, those incentive pro­
grams differentiate foreign prod­
ucts based on their origins, and use 
domestic products as a preferential 
condition, which constitute a bla­
tant violation of the basic principles 
of its most favored nation status and 
national treatment in terms of WTO 
rules. It is a deep betrayal to the 
appeal that “trade and environmen­
tal policies should be mutually sup­
portive in line with WTO rules, and 
serve the sustainable development 
goals” of the G20 Bali Summit Dec­
laration. Therefore, the IRA has 
been strongly castigated by other 
WTO members since its introduc­
tion, and the European Union has 
already threatened to take counter­
measures and file a lawsuit against 
the US at the WTO.

In addition to the temporary dis­
ruption of supply chains caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, interna­
tional trade and the global economy 
have been frequently confronted 
with US-made trade distortions and 
supply disruptions in recent years, 
especially so-called “decoupling” 
measures against China. To illustrate 
two recent examples: the US Chip 
and Science Act subsidizes domestic 
enterprises and covertly restricts 
chip companies’ advanced technolo­
gy investments in China; and the US 
Department of Commerce utilized 
export control measures in an 
unprecedented and abusive manner 
to restrict a great deal of global trade 
and technical connections with Chi­
na in areas of advanced semiconduc­
tors, supercomputers and related 
technologies. These measures are 
unreasonable and unjustifiable in 
many aspects and, according to 
WTO rales, fundamentally violate 
the principles of nondiscrimination, 
unilaterally disrupt the stability of

global semiconductor supply chains, 
offer US companies unfair competi­
tive advantages, undermine the pre­
dictability of the global trade system 
and seriously damage the legitimate 
interests of enterprises in many 
countries.

To a certain extent, the introduc­
tion of the IRA and the “CHIPS and 
Science Act 2022” and semiconduc­
tor export controls in 2022 can be 
regarded as the commencement of a 
US “industrial policy” and “indus­
trial subsidy” era, and the transfor­
mation of the US into a “non­
market economy”, a label that the 
US uses to describe other members. 
This also exemplifies the double 
standards implemented by the US 
on many international economic 
and trade issues under the banner 
of addressing climate change, pro-

Too big to ignore
From an allocation perspective, 

for global investors, China’s onshore 
markets are simply too big to ignore. 
The equity and bond markets are 
both the second-largest in the world. 
They are playing increasingly impor­
tant roles in the global economy.

Historically, it was difficult for 
investors outside China to access 
the full range of onshore assets. But 
this has been changing as policy­
makers make market access easier 
for foreign investors.

With programs including Stock 
Connect and Bond Connect, interna­
tional investors can buy and sell 
onshore securities via Hong Kong. As 
China’s markets have matured and 
liberalized, global index providers 
have included more onshore bonds 
and equities within their bench­
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alongside traditional pension pro­
grams from the government or 
offered by companies. We believe 
the new private or individual pen­
sion savings plans will prompt con­
tinuous innovation in 
management products.

!

n Dec 14 and 16, the World 
Trade Organization con­
ducted a review of the 
trade policy of the United

States in Geneva. This was the fif­
teenth review of the US policy under 
the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade and WTO multilateral 
trading system since the introduc­
tion of the Trade Policy Retie w Mech­
anism (TPRM) into GATT in 1989.

The previous review of the US 
trade policy was conducted in 2018. 
At that time, the Tramp administra­
tion was in power, and the US was 
bellicose on the trade front. In its 
policy statement to the WTO, it pro­
claimed that “the US is committed 
to reforming the global trading sys­
tem in ways that lead to fairer out­
comes for US workers and 
businesses, and more efficient mar­
kets for countries around the world”, 
and continued that “US trade policy 
is driven by a pragmatic determina­
tion to use the leverage available to 
the world’s largest economy to 
secure these objectives” a typical US 
tone which was not well received by 
other WTO members during the 
review process.

Now, several years later, the Biden 
administration is in power. In the face 
of a turbulent international political 
situation, grim global economic situ­
ation and battered multilateral trad­
ing system, what will the US, as the 
most important member of the WTO, 
say this time? What will other mem­
bers say about the country?

As a routine practice, the US sub­
mitted its policy statement report in 
advance of the TPRM meeting. It is 
said that the overall tone in this 
report was much more low-key com­
pared with the one in 2018. It 
emphasized the important role of 
the WTO, was in line with the Biden 
administration’s return to a multilat­
eral system, had much less explicit 
criticism of China by name, and 
included no proclamation for fur­
ther US market opening. In the state­
ment, the US asserted, “We remain 
committed to upholding a fair and 
open global trading system — one 
that follows through on our partners’ 
long-standing commitment to con­
duct economic relations with a view 
to raising standards of living, ensur­
ing full employment and promoting 
sustainable development.” To 
achieve this, it is necessary to “identi­
fy and rethink aspects of the existing 
trading system that incentivize or 
enable unfair competition” because 
“too often our existing global trade 
rales have rewarded advantages that 
are not based on fair competition”

However, the US’ deliberate low- 
key statement cannot hide and dis-
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hina’s fest-growing invest­
ment and wealth manage­
ment industry is 
embracing a golden age.

The onshore markets are simply too 
big to ignore and will remain an 
attractive long-term investment 
destination for the rest of the world. 

“Is China still investable?” is a 
question we have often heard in the 
market over the past two years, and 
indeed, rising geopolitical tensions 
and slowing headline growth — 
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pan­
demic — have raised doubts over 
prospects for China’s markets. We 
are aware of these concerns and 
adjust allocations accordingly 
across asset classes and at the level 
of individual securities, as we do in 
any market.

But when it comes to especially 
more pessimistic investors, we 
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moting fair competition, maintain­
ing supply chain stability and safe­
guarding security interests. The 
G20 Bali Summit Declaration stat­
ed: “We are committed to reinforc­
ing international trade and 
investment cooperation to address 
supply chain issues and avoid trade 
disruptions. We believe that trade, 
climate and environmental policies 
should be mutually supportive and 
WTO-consistent and contribute to 
the objectives of sustainable devel­
opment. We also recognize the 
importance of inclusive interna­
tional cooperation on digital trade.” 
Before the ink of this declaration is 
dry, these demands seem to have 
been forgotten by the US.

For these reasons, China’s Ambas­
sador to the WTO Li Chenggang 
pointed out at the US trade policy
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On Wednesday, the US Federal 
Aviation Administration 
announced that the reason for the 
nationwide suspension of flights 
was the pilot alert system failed 
overnight, prompting a nationwide 
halt to departures. It said that a cor­
rupted database file made it impos­
sible to update the system that 
sends messages to pilots. It stressed 
that it was not a cyberattack. 

But it should be noted that the 
challenge is no less grave than a 
cyberattack, as even without the lat­
ter, with the corrupt data fed to 
both the primary and backup sys­
tems, it paralyzed the US’ aviation 
management system, until it had 
been completely rebooted. 

The FAA controls over 5 million 
square kilometers of airspace, 
coordinates connections among 
over 19,000 airports nationwide,

yet a damaged database file is 
enough to put it down. There are 
hundreds of millions of database 
files in its aviation system and 
many' more in other sectors such 
as railways, shipping and the mail 
systems.

Having been the world’s No 1 
power for more than 70 years, the 
US ranked first in many sectors 
and took the lead in its infrastruc­
ture construction. Yet with the 
passing of time and progress of 
technologies, the past advantages 
have become not only disadvanta­
ges, but also hindrances to 
improvement. The US had large 
numbers of airports in the decades 
before computers became almost 
ubiquitous, but even today some 
airlines still use handwritten 
records; some airlines have to can­
cel large numbers of flights in bliz-

responsible for sharing the infor­
mation of any new variant they 
find. According to GISAID, the first 
reported XBB.1.5 infections can be 
traced back to New York and Con­
necticut in October, and now it has 
spread to at least 74 countries and 
regions. CNN quoted experts as say­
ing that the variant highly' possibly 
originated in the US.

For three years, there have been 
countless blames against the US for 
its lack of transparency, even data 
fabrication. As early as July 2020, 
the British Medical Journal pub­
lished an essay that said the novel 
coronavirus infections in the US 
neared 4 million, higher than the 
2.67 million in the US government 
report. In March 2021, former 
director of the US Centers for Dis­
ease Control Tom Friedan said that

China Dally UK
90 Cannon St, London EC4N 6HA, UK
+44(0)207398 8270
edltor@chlnadallyuk.com

ness policies that have been introduced to support 
enterprises, as well as the country’s painstaking 
efforts to make innovation, efficiency and services 
its new comparative advantages in global trade. 

Most importantly, its foreign trade structure 
continues to be upgraded.

For instance, electromechanical products with 
high added value account for an increasingly larg­
er share of China’s exports. In the past year, China’s 
mobile phones, computers, integrated circuits and 
so on accounted for nearly 60 percent of its total 
annual exports.

In particular, new energy vehicles have become a 
leading export China exported more than 3.11 mil­
lion automobiles last year, a year-on-year growth of 
54.4 percent. Among them, exports of new energy 
vehicles increased 1.2 times year-on-year, reaching 
679,000 units.

In effect, the US’ high-tech blockade has only 
spurred Chinese enterprises to bid farewell to their 
comfort zone and attach greater significance to for­
eign cooperation and self-reliance at the same 
time. It has also prompted the country to ensure 
supplies of energy and food in order to safeguard 
national security.

So the robust increase of foreign trade has given 
a strong boost to China’s economic growth and will 
make positive contributions to consolidating the 
foundation for its economic recovery and keeping 
the economy operating within a proper range.

The XBB.1.5 subvariant of Omi- 
cron strain of the novel coronavirus 
has been spreading so quickly in 
the United States that infections 
caused by it now account for 43 
percent of the fetal infections 
nationwide.

According to the statistics of the 
Global Influenza Shared Database 
(GISAID), a publicly accessible 
database designed to improve the 
sharing of influenza data, almost all 
the variants of die virus have been 
prevalent in the US. Why is the US 
so attractive to the vims variants? 
How could XBB.1.5 spread so quick­
ly? The US needs to share informa­
tion and data about its epidemic 
situation timely and transparently 
with the world.

It takes global efforts to fight the 
pandemic and every nation is

of the risk of recession. It predict­
ed that the GDP of the United 
States will grow by only 0.5 per­
cent in 2023, which will be its 
weakest performance since the 
recession of 1970. In case the US 
economy faces a recession, the Fed 
might slow the pace or even sus­
pend interest hikes. 

The second is whether natural 
disasters or man-made incidents 
might cause a shortage of sup­
plies. In its 2023 Global Risk 
Report, the World Economic 
Forum listed the rising cost of liv­
ing, natural disasters and geopoli­
tical conflicts as the top three 
global short-term risks.

If the shortage of energy and the 
food supply crisis continue, and the 
cost of living and debt servicing rise 
sharply, it is hard to imagine the US 
being able to exit from the interest 
rate hike cycle. Thus, interest rates

he latest remarks from Australian Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese on boosting 
relations with China are a welcome signal 
that Canberra is willing to join hands with

Beijing to continuously inject positive energy into 
bilateral ties so that Sino-Australian cooperation can 
regain steam and bring greater benefits to both sides. 

In an interview with the Australian media on 
Saturday, Albanese said China is a major trading 
partner of Australia and “We believe that it is in 
both our countries’ interests to continue to develop 
more positive relations”.

Indeed, trade between the two countries, but­
tressed by a free trade agreement in 2015, was 
developing on a fest track before 2020. In the past 
three years bilateral trade has regrettably nosed­
ived after encountering some severe difficulties, 
largely stemming from the previous Australian 
government’s anti-China policies.

Since Albanese’s Labor government took power 
in May, it has abandoned its predecessor’s China­
bashing stance and opted for a more pragmatic 
approach toward ties with Beij ing. A series of high- 
ranking interactions, including Chinese President 
Xi Jinping’s meeting with Albanese on the side­
lines of the G20 Summit in Bali, Indonesia, and 
Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong’s visit to 
Beijing in December, have built rapport and stabi­
lized bilateral ties.

Prior to Albanese’s well-intended remarks on 
promoting bilateral trade, Chinese Ambassador to 
Australia Xiao Qian has also struck an upbeat tone,

n the joint statement of the United States and 
Japan released on Friday, China was men­
tioned as a country posing challenges with 
“actions inconsistent with the rules-based

international order”. With this statement, Japan 
has further affirmed its status as a hired gun of the 
US’ geopolitical strategy.

The statement reads “the leaders also instructed 
their ministers to reinforce cooperation on the 
development and effective employment of Japan’s 
counterstrike and other capabilities”

The tone of the statement strongly suggests that 
the US has given the nod to Japan’s expansion of 
its military capability as described in the three 
security and defense documents released by the 
Japanese government in December, which goes 
far beyond the bounds of its so-called pacifist Con­
stitution.

Japan is cunningly seizing the chance of chang­
ing its role as a shield of the US geopolitical game 
to that of a spear, even a spearhead, as the excuse to 
remilitarize. Which will send a chill down the spine 
of countries in East Asia. An increasingly milita­
rized Japan cannot but remind them of what it did 
to them that necessitated the constraints imposed 
by its Constitution.

The irony is that Japan’s military expansion with 
the help of the US is an action inconsistent with the 
rules-based order in the Asia-Pacific, which both 
countries claim to uphold.

It has long been the consensus of the entire 
world that Japan should not be allowed to develop 
into a military power again. This has been an 
important foundation for peace in East Asia and 
the world at large.

Yet right-wing political forces in Japan have long 
been trying to do this. Behind Japan’s willingness 
to act as a pawn of the US is its ambition of restor­
ing its status as a regional military power. Such 
ambition coincides with the US’ need to find a 
regional proxy to act on its behalf.

US President Joe Biden and Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida declared in the joint state­
ment “the importance of maintaining peace and 
stability across the Taiwan Strait as an indispensa­
ble element of security and prosperity in the inter­
national community”, which speaks volumes about 
what role the US hopes Japan can play in its strate­
gy to contain China.

The Taiwan question is China’s internal affair, 
and it is none of the business of any other country 
how China will realize its national reunification.

Washington should realize that the ambitions of 
Japan’s right-wing forces go far beyond what it 
wants Japan to do. That is where the source of 
instability is for East Asia and the world at large.

What East Asian countries and Japanese people 
need to be reminded of is the danger the rise of Jap­
anese militarism poses to regional and global 
peace and stability.

ith the global industrial and supply 
chains going into shock as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, China has 
made crucial contributions over the 

past three years to promote the stability and recov­
ery of the world economy.

Those essential contributions have not only 
exposed the failure of the trade war the United 
States has been waging against China, but also 
highlighted the irreplaceability of China’s impor­
tant position and role in the global industry and 
supply chains.

In 2022, the total value of China’s imports and 
exports exceeded 40 trillion yuan ($5.97 trillion) for 
the first time, hitting42.07trillion yuan. That means 
the world’s second-largest economy has maintained 
steady growth in foreign trade, up 7.7 percent year- 
on-year, despite the difficulties it has faced. It has not 
been easy for China to overcome the adverse 
impacts of not only the US’ trade attacks, but also the 
Ukraine crisis and the COVID-19 pandemic.

That its foreign trade was able to realize such 
strong growth momentum last year is due to its 
high-level opening-up. And the pillars for this have 
been the institutional reforms that have been 
implemented to improve the domestic business 
environment, China’s active participation in multi­
lateral and bilateral trade agreements, the fest 
development of domestic free trade areas and 
responsive and effective pro-trade and pro-busi-

saying that “the relationship between China and 
Australia is at a critical stage of turnaround” and 
that “we will be sending more positive messages to 
build up more confidence for people in both coun­
tries to come back to normal trade relations”.

There are signs that Beijing and Canberra are 
translating their messages of goodwill into real 
action as media reports said four Chinese compa­
nies have been granted approval to buy Australian 
coal, with the first batch expected to arrive in late 
February. Though he stopped short of confirming 
it, Ambassador Xiao said he welcomed moves in 
that direction.

Latest statistics show China-Australia trade 
reached $220.91 billion in 2022, down 3.9 percent 
year-on-year, with Australian exports to China 
reaching $142.09 billion, a drop of 13.1 percent year- 
on-year. But the rapidly thawing relations between 
Beijing and Canberra foretell that such a gloomy 
picture for bilateral trade will not continue this 

year.
As two countries with different social and political 

backgrounds, it is natural that Beijing and Canberra 
may not see eye to eye with each other on some 
issues. But farsighted politicians will find ways to 
bridge the gaps and navigate the differences, rather 
than choose to harm the mutual interests of the two 
countries.

However, it needs more wisdom for Canberra to 
put Australia-China ties fully back on the right tra­
jectory again, given the arduous task of balancing its 
relations with China and the US.

zards because the airport infra­
structure is unable to cope. Even 
US President Joe Biden said that 
LaGuardia Airport in New York 
was like a “third world” one. 

These are all reasons prompting 
the US to improve its dated infra­
structure. The last round of US avi­
ation infrastructure upgrading was 
done in the 1960s, and it was not 
until 2021 that the Biden adminis­
tration introduced an investment 
plan of $25 billion for aviation 
infrastructure.

But it should be stressed, too, 
that aviation infrastructure means 
more than bricks and cement as 
CNN said in quoting an anonymous 
information source. The database 
system as software and the comput­
ers as hardware all need upgrading 
to ensure flight safety.

- ZHANGZHOUXIANG, CHINA DAILY

Regaining their lost trade momentum 
in interests of both Australia and China

ChlnaDafly

15 Huixin Dongjle Chaoyang District, 
Beijing 100029
News: +86 (0) 10 6491-8366
edltor@cMnadally.com.cn 
Advertisement +86 (0) 10 6491-8631 
ads@cMnadally.com.cn 
Subscription: +86-400-699-0203 
subscrlpUon.cMnadally.com.cn 
App: www.cMnadaUy.com.cn/moblle/dally.hniil

China Dally Asia Pacific

China Dally Hong Kong

Unit 1818, Hing Wai Centre, 7 Tin Wan 
Pray a Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong 
+85225185111 
edltor@cMnadailyhk.com
edltor@cMnadallyasia.com

China Dally USA

1500 Broadway, Suite 2800,
New York, NY 10036
+12125378888
edltor@chinadaiiyusa.com

China Dally Africa

P.O. Box 27281-00100, Nairobi, Kenya
+254(0)20 242 8589 (Nairobi)
edltor@chlnadaiiyafricacom
enquines@chinadallyairlca.com 
subscrlpUon@chlnadallyairica.com

lack of timely, accurate information 
is one of the US’ biggest failures in 
coping with the pandemic. In May 
2022, the NBC said that the number 
of COVID-19 infections might have 
been underestimated in the US. 

For three years, the US has 
always been insincere, irresponsi­
ble in publishing its pandemic 
information. For which, not only 
has it paid a huge price, but also the 
rest of the world.

The World Health Organization 
has confirmed XBB.1.5 as being the 
most infectious among all Omicron 
subvariants and has warned about 
the danger of more people being 
infected. The US should stop con­
cealing information and make 
everything transparent. The world 
has the right to know the troth. 

- CHINA MEDIA GROUP

will remain at a high level. 
The third is the pandemic. After 

the early highly pathogenic strains, 
the relatively weak Omicron vari­
ant lias become the main strain, but 
the virus continues to mutate. So 
there are still uncertainties that 
might restrain consumption, 
investment activities and market 
confidence. So although the rise 
and fell of the US benchmark inter­
est might seem to be decided by the 
Federal Reserve, it actually depends 
on a series of events. The predic­
tions of different institutions or 
people reflect nothing more than 
their expectations of how these 
events will unfold.

Only when countries join hands 
to address the risks and challenges 
will the world economy return to a 
benign state of low transaction 
costs.

- 21ST CENTURY BUSINESS HERALD

The latest inflation data released 
by the US Department of Labor on 
Thursday showed that the United 
States consumer price index rose 77 
percent year-on-year in October
2022, the lowest since January
2022. With inflation down, the 
question for the Federal Reserve is 
whether to increase interest rates 
or not There are various predic­
tions of whether it will or won’t. 

But the Fed is expected to raise 
interest rates several times in 2023, 
and the range depends on which 
events will or will not happen this 
year.

The first is whether and to what 
extent the economic growth of the 
world, especially the US itself, will 
decline. In its Global Economic 
Prospects published in January, 
the World Bank sharply lowered 
its global GDP growth forecast to 
1.7 percent for 2023, and warned
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Ensuring a safe Spring Festival travel rush
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Year travel season.
There will be many uncertainties in 

terms of passenger and cargo flow this 
year. While the spatial distribution of 
cross-provincial passenger flow will likely 
be more complex, the transportation 
demand in cities is expected to be high. 

Therefore, it is necessary to balance 
supply and demand in the transportation 
sector, especially during the Spring Festi­
val travel rush when freight, too, is 
expected to peak. So transportation 
departments at all levels should make all 
the necessary arrangements to meet the 
passengers’ demand for high-quality trav­
el experience, and ensure the supply of 
materials to prevent price rises. They 
should also strengthen overall coordina­
tion with the public security, emergency, 
and health departments.

That expressways are toll-free during 
the Spring Festival travel rush means 
heavy traffic and congestion, and crowd­
ed inter-provincial checkpoints, which 
will increase the risk of epidemics. 

So the transportation department 
should work with other departments to 
prevent secondary public health crises 
and derivative disasters, and the authori­
ties should attach greater importance to 
improving overall sanitation to prevent 
infections and be prepared to deal with 
medical emergencies, quickly launch res­
cue and relief operations in case of disas­
ters, and build a professional 
collaboration platform comprising the 
transportation department and the epi­
demic prevention and emergency support 
authorities.

The transportation department also 
needs to establish an emergency com­
mand and dispatch mechanism that can 
meet the demands of the post-epidemic 
era, and further strengthen the emergen­
cy support capability of all modes of 
transportation.

The views don’t necessarily reflect those of 
China Daily.

The views don’t necessarily represent
those of China Daily.

Li Jian is an 
associate pro­
fessor at the 
University of 
Emergency
Management.

different, specific reason, given the 
changed situation this year, there are 
some common unfavorable factors. For 
example, how to scientifically control 
large-scale infections at bus and train sta­
tions, airports and other places of passen­
ger concentration? Or, how to quickly 
provide medical aid for a person who has 
contracted the novel coronavirus while he 
or she is traveling?

These are some of the new challenges 
for the authorities during the Spring Fes­
tival travel rush this year, but they will 
provide valuable experience for the trans­
portation industry to establish an effec­
tive epidemic prevention and control 
mechanism.

To cope with these problems, the 
authorities have to first improve the 
basics of safe travel and strengthen traffic 
rules in order to realize the goal of safe 
Spring Festival travel.

There is also a need to minimize and 
mitigate the impacts of natural disasters 
on transportation and prevent secondary 
disasters, for which the authorities have 
to strengthen the linkage between trans­
portation, meteorology (especially weath­
er forecast), emergency support and other 
departments, and improve the overall 
traffic emergency plans, by paying special 
attention to key areas such as mountain­
ous roads, long bridges and tunnels. 

Besides, if there is a sudden and mas­
sive spike in infections during the Spring 
Festival travel season, it could affect social 
stability. Therefore, the transportation 
department should cooperate with the 
National Health Commission to deploy 

more personnel and fully stock emergen­
cy medicines and medical equipment to 
prevent infections in long-distance buses, 
trains, ships, aircraft, and transport hubs, 
and make detailed emergency plans to 
deal with sudden infection outbreaks, 
including providing proper medical treat­
ment for infected persons, especially the 
critically ill.

Also, it is necessary to establish multi­
ple-departmental coordination to ensure 
the smooth supply of commodities and 
medicines, quickly respond to emergen­
cies including natural disasters, and bet­
ter share travel service information with 
the public.

Better sharing transport information 
means not only sharing with the public 
the layout, passenger capacity, availability 
of tickets and facilities in expressway ser­
vice areas, but also informing people 
about road conditions, accidents, area­
wise epidemic situation, cross-regional 
and cross-modal transportation situation, 
and accurate weather forecasts.

Further strengthening multi-modal 
coordination, and different ministries 
and commissions making joint efforts to 
optimize transportation services to guar­
antee unhindered supply of commodities 
are also necessary.

Using the modern transportation net­
work, which is an efficient integration of 
various modes of transportation, the 
authorities should make efforts to create 
a special Spring Festival transportation 
network so as to protide smooth and con­
venient transportation services for the 
public during the Chinese Lunar New 

Jia Yuanhua is 
a professor of 
transportation
engineering at 
the School of 
Traffic and 
Transportation, 
Beijing Jiaotong 
University.

hanks to the easing of COVID-19 
prevention and control meas­
ures, this year’s Spring Festival 
travel rush (Jan 7-Feb 15) will be

the most special since the outbreak of the 
novel coronavirus three years ago. 

To begin with, the flow of people across 
China during Spring Festival is expected 
to significantly increase and the spatial 
distribution of passenger flow is likely to 
become more complex, increasing the 
uncertainties and difficulties for the 
transportation sector.

The scale and intensity of traffic in cit­
ies and urban agglomerations will be 
markedly higher than in the previous 
couple of years, and cross-provincial and 
cross-border tourist flows may see a 
rebound, increasing the challenges and 
pressure for both passengers and trans­
port operators. It can be safely said that 
this year will see the first Spring Festival 
travel rush in the true sense of the term 
since the pandemic broke out. 

All this mean China’s transportation 
industry faces a tough test during Spring 
Festival. No wonder the government has 
made the orderly flow of passengers and 
flights, trains, buses and cars its top prior­
ity, followed by pandemic prevention and 
control, disaster prevention and manage­
ment. Achieving the above goals is an 
arduous task by any standard and 
requires careful organization, efficient 
operation and coordinated action.

Based on the analysis of the Spring Fes­
tival travel season in the past and the spe­
cial characteristics of this year, “safe 
Spring Festival travel” is subject to two 
factors. One is weather, because facilitat­
ing the smooth flow of road, rail and air 
transport, and responding to emergencies 
depend on the whims of the weather. The 
second is the impact of rising infections 
due to the lifting of the strict anti-pan- 
demic restrictions.

Although it is necessary to take meas­
ures to prevent infections on buses, trains 
and flights during Spring Festival for a 

and property protection, the ban on fire­
works and firecrackers is valid. From 
ancient times to the present, loss of life 
and property in fires triggered by fire­
works and firecrackers has been a recur­
ring tragedy. For instance, the Meridian 
Gate Tower caught fire while Yongle 
Emperor Zhu Di was watching the display 
of fireworks in 1415, killing many people 
on the spot. Governor Ma Wang who led 
the army to bring the fire under control, 
too, became a victim of the fire. There are 
similar examples from the ancient to 
modern times.

The harm caused by firecrackers and 
fireworks is often directly proportional to 
the density of buildings and population in 
a given area. Yet the reverse is not true, 
because in the vast rural areas with rela­
tively shorter buildings and low popula­
tion density, the damage to people’s lives 
and properties is not necessarily small. 
This is because people in rural areas have 
relatively poor awareness of protection, 
protective measures are often not in 
place, and some risk groups (mainly chil­
dren and adolescents) receive relatively 
little education on how to handle fire­
works.

Fourth, economically speaking, the ban 
on fireworks and firecrackers wall result 
in losses for some people and companies, 
but there is another side to die issue. The 
national output value of this industry is 
60-70 billion yuan ($8.9-10.4 billion), and 
die entire industrial chain employs 3-4 
million people.

But controlling the air pollution caused 
by fireworks and firecrackers, putting out 
fires caused by fireworks or firecrackers, 
and addressing the health hazards created 
by fireworks and firecrackers will cost a 
lot of money, social resources and time. 
Thus it is not advisable to completely lift 
the ban on firecrackers and fireworks. 

Furthermore, nationwide, the areas 
where setting off firecrackers and fire­
works is banned are densely populated 
which need to be specially protected (such 
as archaeological sites). Also, it is necessa­
ry to study how fires caused by fireworks 
or firecrackers in China’s vast countryside 
can be prevented. On the whole, the ban 
on firecrackers and fireworks should not 
be lifted.

The views don’t necessarily represent those of 
China Daily.
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Editors note: Chinese Spring Festival also called Lunar New Year is the most importantfestival in China. There are lots of traditions and celebrations associated with, the festival, and the 2023 Chinese New Year is the year of the Rabbit. 
It is expected that billions of passenger trips will be made across China during the Spring Festival travel rush this year. Four experts share their views on the issue with China Daily.

he Chinese people have been set­
ting off fireworks and firecrack­
ers to mark celebrations and 
even solemn occasions for the

past 2,000 years. The earliest record of 
fireworks is from the Han Dynasty (202 
BC-AD 202) when people threw bamboo 
stems into a fire to produce an explosion 
with a loud sound, in order to ward off 
evil spirits. As for gunpowder, it was first 
used to make firecrackers and fireworks 
during the Song Dynasty (960-1279). 

This Chinese folk custom has influ­
enced neighboring countries, too. As a 
result, people in Japan, the Republic of 
Korea, Myanmar and Singapore also set 
off fireworks and firecrackers to mark 
special occasions.

But opinions in China today are divided 
on whether to relax the restrictions on 
setting off firecrackers and fireworks. 

Those in favor of fire­
works even claim 
that fireworks and 
firecrackers can elim­
inate the novel coro­
navirus while others 
say firecrackers 
should be burst to 
“celebrate” special 
occasions including 
the end of the COV­
ID-19 pandemic. 

Some have even 
compared fireworks 
with “faith” saying 
setting off fireworks 
is the ideal way of 
promoting group 
activity to strengthen 

national unity. Still others say that burst­
ing firecrackers is a way of continuing the 
cultural tradition of Spring Festival, while 
others argue that since some countries are 
trying to get fireworks included in tangi­
ble and intangible world heritage lists, 
China should lift the ban on fireworks 
and firecrackers.

First, there are strong grounds, both 
environmentally and legally, for banning 
firecrackers and fireworks in certain are­
as. Since the 1990s, firecrackers and fire­
works have been banned in some places 
in order to prevent environmental pollu­
tion, ensure people’s safety, protect prop­
erty, and maintain a harmonious social 
order. The decision was taken by local leg­
islatures and governments based on local

conditions and in line with the wishes of 
the general public.

The Beijing municipal government, for 
instance, has banned fireworks and fire­
crackers in urban areas, although it was 
not the first to do so. The capital promul­
gated the Regulations of Beij ing Munici­
pality on the Prohibition of Fireworks and 
Firecrackers in October 1993. It further 
made clear the regulations in the Beijing 
Fireworks and Firecrackers Safety Man­
agement Regulations issued in September 
2005, stipulating that bursting of fire­
crackers and fireworks within and includ­
ing the Fifth Ring Road is prohibited.

The Regulations on Fireworks and Fire­
crackers Safety Management, which was 
introduced by the State Council, China’s 
Cabinet, in January 2006, says local gov­
ernments at or above the county level can 
fix the time, place and 
type of restrictions 
or prohibitions on
fireworks
according to the
real local condi­
tions.

Second, from
the perspective of

Besides, firecrackers cause noise pollu­
tion, which could irritate and scare the 
sick, aged people and infants. So com­
pletely lifting the ban on fireworks will 

harm the health 
N of many apart 

from incon­
veniencing 
people.

Third, in 
terms of peo­
ple’s safety

'X Ji
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e have just witnessed the end of 
2022, a year that brought hard­
ships on many due to a linger­
ing pandemic, a deteriorating 

economy' and a disastrous conflict with far- 
reaching consequences. Every time we 
thought we had turned a comer, life threw 
another curveball at us. For a summary of 
2022,1 can only think of the powerful ending 
from William Faulkner’s The Sound and the 
Fury. They endured.

The coming lunar year is the Year of the 
Rabbit. I do not know what rabbit this coming 
year will pull out of the hat, but let me just say 
“rabbit, rabbit” a phrase people say at the start 
of the month for good luck

At the start of a new year, it is customary for 
us to make good wishes. I do not know if wish­
ing someone good luck or good fortune can 
help, but I have noticed that sending prayers 
and thoughts can work miracles. Among other 
things, it creates good vibes of care and atten­
tion to lift the spirits of those on their most dif­
ficult days.

Before the turn of the year, most of my rela­
tives in China, including my 93-year-old mom, 
got COVID. My family and friends prayed, sent 
support and lifted each other in spirit. My 
mom overcame the illness, and so did other 
relatives. I appreciate having a large family to 
support one another, which made it possible to 
struggle together with hope, instead of sinking 
one by one in desperation.

Speaking of having a large family, I remem­
ber that in Western culture, rabbits are associ­
ated with fertility and renewal of life. They 
multiply fast, which can also symbolize new 

life and abundance. We 
celebrate the Year of the 
Rabbit every 12 years, 
but each year, on Easter 
Day, one sees Easter 
bunnies, which signify 
new birth and new life. 

Birth rates are falling 
in many countries 
around the world, 
including China. May 

columnist based in the new year bring hope, 
7t’.t’as. so that people would

want to have children to 
embody and embrace that hope. 

In the past year, many families struggled 
financially; it is only appropriate that we strive 
for economic recovery and growth. Rabbits are 
associated with fortune and luck. We can cer­
tainly use some of that after a year of bad stock 
performances and rising consumer prices. 

Interestingly, the Chinese resort to some 
rabbit wisdom when it comes to financial 
investment, as shown in the proverb: “A 
shrewd rabbit has three caves.” This proverb 
can mean — in terms of another proverb — 
that you should not put your eggs in one bas­
ket, or: “The rabbit that has but one hole is 
quickly taken” (English proverb). As a side 
note, a rabbit cave is also called a “burrow’! A 
group of burrows is called a “warren” as in 
‘Warren Buffett” (no relation).

Rabbits are also symbols of quickness and 
agility, which result from having good health. 
At the start of the new year, we make new year 
resolutions that involve gyms and diets. There 
are many types of diets, including the Paleo 
diet, which avoids sugar, and the Mediterrane­
an diet, which includes unprocessed cereals, 
fruits, vegetables, some fish, dairy products 
and meat products. The ketogenic diet 
includes high-fat, sufficient protein and low- 
carb consumption. While other elements vary, 
the common denominator of all healthy diets 
is “rabbit food” a common expression about 
leafy vegetables and other plant-based food. 

Across cultures, the rabbit symbolizes inno­
cence and simplicity; it is also associated with 
childhood. Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
features the White Rabbit as a central charac­
ter who guides Alice as she travels through 
Wonderland. Rabbit can also represent kind­
ness and love: Margery William’s The Velveteen 
Rabbit teWs the story of a toy rabbit who 
becomes real through a child’s love, a powerful 
story of transformation through kindness. 
May we remember these qualities. At the very 
least, do no harm, or be “harmless as a pet rab­
bit”, especially to rabbit-like people who are 
known for their endurance. “Even a rabbit 
bites when cornered” (Chinese proverb). 

To sum up, I hope I can borrow from some 
of the titles in John Updike’s tetralogy (Rabbit, 
Run; Rabbit Redux; Rabbit Is Rich and Rabbit 
Is Remembered): In the Year of the Rabbit, run 
for good health, get richer if not rich and do 
not pass an opportunity for kindness worth 
remembering in your later years. 

Happy New Year! I hope that by the end of 
the Year of the Rabbit, the keywords to come 
to our mind will no longer be: They endured. 
Instead: They enjoyed!

The author is a
professor in the 
department of lit­
erature and his­
tory research at 
the Party School 
oftheCPCCen-
tral Committee.

environmental protection, the ban on set­
ting off fireworks and firecrackers is fully 
justified, because the main components of 
fireworks are carbon, nitrate and sulfur, 
which produce sulfur dioxide on being set 
off.

Sulfur dioxide is not only one of the 
main air pollutants, but also a typical car­
cinogen. It could also damage the human 
respiratory tract and cardiovascular sys­
tem, and induce acute attacks of coughing 
and asthma in some allergic children. In 
addition, firecrackers also produce nitro­
gen dioxide and various metal oxides. 
Even adults can feel discomfort in the 
smoke emitted by fireworks and firecrack­

1
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Let 2023 pull 
rabbit of hopes 
out of the hat
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mate change. The fund now has more than 
$850 million for such purposes.

Many considered the most important 
achievement at the November meeting was 
the new Loss and Damage Fund. Contribu­
tors to the fund are expected to be coun­
tries with the largest responsibility for

causing climate change. Countries can turn 
to that fund to seek compensation for their 
climate change-related damage. Pakistan, 
for instance, experienced severe climate 
change-related floods last year, in which 
1,739 people perished and property worth 
$15 billion was damaged. Once the Loss

and Damage Fund is operational, Pakistan 
can claim compensation for those losses. 

The implementation of the Loss and 
Damage Fund is to be planned at die 
upcoming climate conferences, and the 
devil wi 11 be in the details. Negotiations will 
define which countries will contribute to

expect 60 percent and 45 percent less GHG 
emissions, respectively, from CO2-based 
MAC systems. Given that electric vehicles 
are increasingly popular, with millions of 
new vehicles sold in China each year, the 
potential benefits of decarbonizing MAC 
systems can also be leveraged. Electric vehi­
cles are considered more energy efficient 
than conventional internal combustion 
engine vehicles because they only lose 
about 15 percent to 20 percent of the energy 
tiiey get from the grid when powering the 
vehicle; in contrast, conventional gasoline 
vehicles generally see a 70 percent loss from 
fuel to wheels. By applying a series of tech­
nologies that improve energy efficiency, 
MAC systems in electric vehicles can save

The author is an adjunct professor at the 
School of Agricultural Economics and 
Rural Development at Renmin University 
of China. The author contributed this arti­
cle to China Watch, a think tank powered 
by China Daily. The views do not necessari­
ly reflect those of China Daily.

the fund, and how it will be allocated. 
Those advocating for the fund point at 
wealthy countries in the north for contribu­
tions, as they are considered responsible for 
historical greenhouse gases emissions. But 
what will the contributions of China and 
India be? Both still hold the official status 
of developing nations but rank third and 
fifth as historical greenhouse gas emitters. 
The United States and the European Union 
are first and second and Russia is fourth. 

Many people in various public media 
platforms have suggested that China’s con­
tribution to tiie Loss and Damage Fund 
might be treated as a non-financial contri­
bution. This will surely be a contentious 
issue in future negotiations.

The Montreal Biodiversity Conference in 
December produced a powerful new Global 
Biodiversity Framework. It replaces the 
Aichi Targets from 2011 which had defined 
international biodiversity and ecosystem 
conservation but expired in 2020. The 
framework renews biodiversity and ecosys­
tem conservation and how harming factors 
can be reduced or avoided. It also defines 
how to finance these actions. 

The impact of climate change was more 
evident in 2022 than ever before, with 
floods in Pakistan and China, heat waves in 
Europe, droughts in Africa and the acceler­
ated melting of polar ice. The year’s inter­
national economic, energy and security 
predicaments were not conducive to solv­
ing the world’s environmental problems. 
That in such a year important decisions 
were taken in international forums to solve 
climate change, biodiversity loss and eco­
system degradation may be a good sign. 

The establishment of the Loss and Dam­
age Fund is an important step to achieving 
environmental justice. But it also politicizes 
climate change negotiations more than 
they already were, and there are worries 
that tiie fund may diminish efforts to 
reduce climate change itself. Climate 
change negatively impacts biodiversity and 
ecosystems. Biodiversity loss and ecosys­
tem degradation reduce nature’s capacity to 
absorb significant amounts of the green­
house gasses emitted annually. This is now 
recognized more than ever, and it is maybe 
the best hope that tiie targets of the new 
Global Biodiversity Framework can be 
achieved, as many of those of its predeces­
sor, tiie Aichi Targets, were not.

account for 3 percent to 7 percent of total 
fuel consumption in passenger cars, that 
can go up to 20 percent in humid and hot 
climates. For heavier vehicles, the impact is 
even more severe. A report from the Inter­
national Council on Clean Transportation 
found that in buses, about 30 percent of 
total energy is consumed by their MAC sys­

tems.
As China does not test the energy con­

sumption of MAC systems to infonn cus­
tomers about how they perform in different 
circumstances, drivers’ lack of awareness of 
MAC energy consumption can also make 
MAC systems more energy-intensive in dai­
ly operations.

International efforts to phase down the 
use of harmful refrigerants go back to tiie 
1980s and the Montreal Protocol. HFCs 
were once the preferred replacement for 
more hazardous and harmful compounds, 
which not only had an extremely high glob­
al warming potential, but also threatened 
the planet’s ozone layer. However, the Kiga­
li Amendment to the Montreal Protocol, 
which became effective in 2019, calls for 
gradual reduction in production and con­
sumption of HFCs. The European Union is 
leading the way and has banned refriger­
ants with global warming potential greater 
than 150 for all vehicles since 2017 

The United States will ban the use of 
HFCs for transport beginning in 2025 and 
Canada banned refrigerants with a global 
warming potential higher than 150 in 2019. 
China ratified the Kigali Amendment in 
2021 and the mandate will begin in 2024. 

However, China is feeing challenges. 
There exists an advanced refrigerant for 
MAC systems offering great cooling per­
formance with global wanning potential 
less than 1, which implies it’s less damaging 
to the climate than CO2. However, in China 
tiie refrigerant is still under the patent 
umbrella of international chemical giants. 
Chinese suppliers have to pay high premi­
ums and that hinders its large-scale appli­
cation in new vehicles. Second, natural 
refrigerants such as CO2 come with extra 
costs to renovate the MAC systems current­
ly in use. Third, China has not yet issued a 
specific road map requiring the automobile 
industry to phase down HFC refrigerants

hina has been one of tiie world’s 
leading vehicle markets for years 
now, with the number of vehicles 
on its roads reaching more than

408 million in August 2022. China is pro­
actively curbing tailpipe emissions from 
vehicles and has progressively increased 
the stringency of emissions limits in recent 
decades. There is also a big push to transi­
tion to battery electric vehicles. However, 
the mobile air conditioning (MAC) systems 
in vehicles have not yet been subject to 
much public or regulatory attention and 
they should be, because they have the 
potential to exacerbate global warming 
throughout their life cycle.

Indeed, the International Energy Agency 
estimated that greenhouse gas emissions 
from MAC systems globally were around 
420 million metric tonnes of carbon diox­
ide equivalent in 2015. That was about 1 
percent of global energy-related CO2 emis­
sions that year. However, if not improved, 
MAC systems will become a larger share of 
the climate impacts of vehicles in the years 
ahead, as we decarbonize the fuels they run 
on and other components.

As of 2020, almost every passenger car 
and bus in China, and more than 90 per­
cent of trucks, were equipped with MAC 
systems. In recent decades, hydrofluorocar­
bon (HFC) refrigerants have been widely 
applied in vehicles because they offer good 
performance in terms of heat exchange and 
come at an affordable cost. However, pres­
sure is mounting to move aw'ay from HFC 
refrigerants because their global warming 
potentials are higher than 1,000, meaning 
that they are more than 1,000 times more 
powerful than CO2 in their climate warm­
ing impacts.

The impacts come in two forms. Refrig­
erants leak into the atmosphere during 
assembly, vehicle maintenance, operation, 
and scrapping and recycling. Leakage of 
refrigerants is also referred to as direct 
emissions, and the IEA estimated that 
these account for about 30 percent of total 
GHG emissions from MAC systems. The 
remaining 70 percent are indirect emis­
sions that come from the increased energy 
consumed to run MAC systems. While sev­
eral studies have found that MAC systems

and automakers thus show little willing­
ness to make the transition. International 
experience shows that the substitution of 
refrigerants is mostly driven by policy, and 
we can expect fewer replacements of the 
prevailing refrigerants in the absence of 
government ambition to push the w'hole 
industry forward with direct guidance. 

It’s important to overcome any challen­
ges because the potential benefits of GHG 
reduction from MAC systems are substan­
tial. A recent study by tiie ICCT found that 
improving MAC systems by adopting natu­
ral refrigerants w'ould reduce direct emis­
sions by 99 percent Combining both direct 
and indirect emissions, the study found 
that cities with cool and warm climates can

The author is an associate researcher at the 
International Council on Clean Transporta­
tion. The author contributed this article to 
China Watch, a think tank powered by Chi­
na Daily. The views do not necessarily
reflect those of China Daily.

Some important climate change and 
biodiversity plans were made in 2022

more energy and therefore show greater 
GHG reduction benefits.

On the way to China’s goal of carbon neu­
trality, any effort to reduce the global 
w'arming effects of MAC systems is valua­
ble. Improvements in MAC systems should 
be included in the country’s decarboniza­
tion efforts when policymakers are consid­
ering how to turn the transport sector 
greener.

| he end of 2022 saw two major 
events to solve the problems of 
global climate change and biodi­
versity loss threatening our planet 

and the lives of people on it. In November 
signatory countries to the United Nation’s 
Climate Change Convention met in Sharm 
El-Sheikh, Egypt, for the annual Climate 
Conference. A month later in December, 
signatories of tiie UN’s Biodiversity Con­
vention met in Montreal, Canada. 

Both meetings had the same tone. Cli­
mate change and biodiversity loss and eco­
systems degradation continue to worsen. 
The use of fossil fuels remains tiie primary 
cause of climate change, and their use lias 
increased, not declined, since the last Cli­
mate Conference in Glasgow, Scotland, in 
2021. Until 2030, the target year in many 
climate change proposals and policies, fos­
sil fuel use needs to reduce by 45 percent to 
limit global temperature increase to less 
than 1.5 C, or by 30 percent to stay below a 
2 C increase, according to the report pre­
pared for the meeting. A switch to using 
clean energy or natural gas rather than oil 
and coal is necessary to avoid a climate dis­
aster.

The situation with biodiversity and eco­
systems, and the multiple benefits they pro­
vide, are equally worrisome. The expanding 
use of land for agriculture or other purpos­
es harms biodiversity and ecosystems. And 
so does the over-harvesting of plants and 
animals on land, in rivers, lakes and oceans. 
Global deforestation was decreasing since
2000 but has picked up again in recent 
years. Other threats include climate 
change, pollution, and the introduction of 
foreign species. The increasing amounts of 
plastic in seas threaten 267 marine species. 
Alien plants and animals that arrive in 
regions where they do not naturally occur 
push out local species contributing to bio­
diversity loss.

The two meetings had important positive 
outcomes that are hopeful for both the cli­
mate and for those who are already experi­
encing negative consequences of climate 
change, and for the world’s biodiversity and 
ecosystems. At the November Climate Con­
ference, country representatives agreed to 
become more serious about measures 
already adopted at previous meetings and 
in the Climate Change Convention’s Paris 
Agreement in 2015.

Participants pledged to provide $4-6 tril­
lion annually until 2030 to reduce the use 
of fossil fuels. Tli is is considered necessary 
to achieve global climate neutrality by 
2050. Some $230 million w'as pledged to 
the Adaptation Fund that supports initia­
tives to prepare vulnerable countries and 
communities for negative impacts of cli-
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Mobile air conditioning is a non-negligible source of 
climate change, but by using natural refrigerants, direct 
emissions can be reduced by 99 percent
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A3,000-year-old bronze vessel was 
added to the collection of the 
National Museum of China and dis­
played to the public in 2018. The 
object is a fine example of the cast­
ing of ceremonial bronze in ancient 
China and related rituals and hier­
archy of the time. Called Hu Ying 
(“tiger vessel”) because of the shape 
of its lid, it used to be at the Qing 
Dynasty (1644-1911) royal court until 
it was looted, among other items, 
when foreign forces raided and set 
fire to the Old Summer Palace in 
Beijing in 1860. Decades later it 
appeared at a London auction, and 
through negotiations, was returned

er has provided for an area of more 
than 1,800,000 sq km. The lower 
reaches of the Yangtze, covering 
Jiangxi, Anhui and Jiangsu provin­
ces and Shanghai, have developed 
due to the mild and humid climate 
and an abundance of resources. 
Nanjing Museum, in Jiangsu, has 
teamed up with several cultural 
institutions in the region to mount 
an exhibition, titled Long-standing 
and Prosperous, which traces the 
birth and evolution of cultures along 
the Yangtze’s lower reaches, and

MM

pletely ignore dressing up, are also 
superficial.” Jewelry pieces have 
been lighting up people’s lives, as 
statements of their taste and 
thoughts. The advancement of man­
ufacturing and the invention of new 
materials since the 19th century 
have greatly prompted the design 
and production of jewelry Com­
pound metals and artificial gems 
replaced the precious and natural 
ones, and thanks to that, new waves 
shaped jewelry design and more 
people could afford glittering orna­
ments. These changes can be seen at 
Imprint, an ongoing exhibition at 
the Tiinghua University Art Muse­
um, which reviews the evolution of 
jewelry and aesthetics throughout 
the 20th century. On show are large­
ly brooches and other types of jewel­
ry, made between the 1930s and 
’80s, featuring Trifari, Coro and 
Boucher, among other brands, of 
which the vintage pieces are sought 
after by collectors today. The exhib­
its are from Zheng Yingyan, who has 
accumulated a collection of vintage

Contact the writers at
xulin@chinadaily.com.cn

to China. It is now on show in Har­
bin, Heilongjiang province, at Hu 
Ying: New Age, Different Fate, an 
exhibition that runs through to April 
1. Also on display are dozens of 
bronze items of the time when this 
vessel was made, between the late 
Western Zhou Dynasty (c.llth centu- 
ry-771 BC) and the early Spring and 
Autumn Period (770-476 BC), giving 
a broader perspective of the artistic 
and technical features of such wares. 
Many photos, drawings and docu­
ments display the history of the Old 
Summer Palace and focus on the 
importance of the return of looted 
artifacts. Harbin Museum is the first 
stop of a national tour of the 
exhibits.
9 am-4 pm, closed on Mondays. 1296 
Jingjiang West Road, Daoli district, 
Harbin, Heilongjiang province.

ft .*

jewelry over the year's. The exhibi­
tion runs through to March 26.
9 am-5pm, closed on Mondays. 
Tsinghua University, Haidian 
district, Beijing. 010-6278-5903.

A

J

how developments in those areas 
contributed to the country’s econo­
my. Objects on show reflect the 
material and cultural lives of people 
in the region through the ages, ran­
ging from a Neolithic nephrite disk 
that sparkles with the glories of 
Liangzhu culture, in Zhejiang pro­
vince, to a wood case layered with 
red lacquer and painted with floral 
decorations and women figures on 
its exterior, which exhibits the artist­
ry of the Southern Song Dynasty 
(1127-1279). The exhibition looks at 
the region’s landscapes, history and 
culture, and tells the audience of the 
importance of the river’s conserva­
tion. The exhibition runs through to 
March 31.
9 a.m-5 pm, closed on Mondays. 321 
Zhongshan East Road, Xuanwu 
district, Nanjing, Jiangsu province. 
025-8480-7923.

J
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group culture,” he says. 
Now, Yang has over a dozen disci­

ples of different ages.
Besides the handwritten scripts, 

there are also oral accounts of 
Shuishu passed from masters of one 
generation to another.

Yang says the most difficult part 
of learning the language is memo­
rizing oral accounts of Shuishu and 
this is subject to one’s memory. He 
lias mastered about 80 percent of 
his uncle’s knowledge passed on 
through such oral accounts.

Yang was a teacher at a local pri­
mary school and started to teach stu­
dents Shuishu characters in class in 
the 1990s, as a way to impart knowl­
edge of the Sui people’s language. Aft­
er retirement in 2015, he was asked 
by the prefecture’s research institute 
on Shuishu culture to guide others in 
translating the ancient Shuishu 
scripts into Chinese.

Yang plans to work with others to 
record the oral accounts of Shuishu

via audios and videos and transcribe 
them via markings with phonetic 
symbols.

Ge Mingyi, head of the prefecture 
archives of Qiannan, says the pre­
fecture has been striving to preserve 
Shuishu and promote the culture at 
home and abroad. The prefecture 
has 466 registered Shuishu masters 
and about 19,000 original Shuishu 
books in its archives and museums. 
The collected books are being digi­
tized and academic seminars on 
Shuishu are being organized. The 
prefecture has also made a law to 
protect Shuishu.

In 2018, the prefecture published 
Shuishu textbooks for use in prima­
ry and middle schools in areas 
inhabited by the Sui people.

Experts have discovered that 22 
Shuishu symbols are similar to those 
found on pottery pieces unearthed 
from Erlitou in today’s Henan prov­
ince, considered the site of the capital 
of the Xia Dynasty (c. 21st century- 
16th century BC). They also found 
similarity between 36 Shuishu sym­
bols and those on the cultural relics 
that were unearthed from an archae­
ological site dated back 7,300 years at 
Shuangdun village, Anhui province. 

“Such close relations have drawn 
the attention of academic circles. It 
needs further research,” Ge says, 
adding that the cultural treasure of 
Shuishu remains significant in 
modern society.

“It strengthens the cultural iden­
tity of the Sui people and regulates 
their behavior and moral codes, and 
the value system of the Sui people is 
similar to core socialist values.

“Shuishu masters play a key role 
in helping local authorities in social 
governance because they engage in 
many aspects of social life,” he says.

1

Lower Yangtze
The Yangtze River nurtured Chinese 
civilization. Running some 6,300 
kilometers, the country’s longest riv-

Vintage jewelry
Coco Chanel once said: “Slavish fol­
lowers of inner beauty, who com-

1

2*
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2015, he started to teach women as 
well. There was opposition from 
some elderly Shuishu masters.

Similar to some other national 
intangible cultural heritage items, 
there are fewer potential inheritors 
for Shuishu, because many young­
sters are leaving their hometowns to 
work in big cities.

The strict rules of Shuishu made it 
more difficult to find a suitable suc­
cessor. Yang says he feels deep regret 
that when Shuishu masters passed 
away due to old age, a lot of the oral 
accounts and phrases were also lost. 

Yang says it had been hard to pass 
on Shuishu because there was a tra­
dition of burning worn-out books, 
so only a few well-preserved 
Shuishu books have survived. 

“If we all followed a stereotypical 
routine, Shuishu would die out 
gradually, leaving no successors at 
all. That’s why I broke the rule to 
teach it to those who’re willing to 
learn, so as to preserve the ethnic

Top: The written language of the Sui ethnic group, Shuishu. 
Middle: Only Shuishu masters can read and decode old scripts 
copied by hand from generation to generation.
Above: Shuishu master Yang Shengzhao (second from left)
discusses the written language with others.
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story.
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ang Shengzhao, 67, has a 
mysterious and respecta­
ble position as master of 
Shuishu, the written lan­

guage of the Sui ethnic group.
He’s often invited by elderly villag­

ers to choose an auspicious day for 
weddings, funerals, spring plowing 
or the building of a new house, and 
host ceremonies on such occasions. 

He carefully carries an old hand­
mitten Shuishu script with him, 
thumbs through it to look for hints 
and explains the details with a pithy 
formula in measured tones.

As a “living fossil” of hieroglyphic 
language, Shuishu is written in picto­
graphs and symbols and deeply root­
ed in religious and folk traditions.

Experts have sorted only 766 
Shuishu characters so far. It’s a lan­
guage of polyphony and polysemy to 
present various meanings in differ­
ent contexts.

Only Shuishu masters such as 
Yang can read and decode old 
scripts copied by hand from genera­
tion to generation, combined with 
the oral accounts taught by their 
teachers. The precious books record 
encyclopedic knowledge about the 
ancient Sui ethnic group, ranging 
from astronomy, geography, religion 
to philosophy.

“Shuishu contains the Sui people’s 
origin story, migration history and 
understanding of almost every­
thing. I’ve been trying my best to 
preserve our precious culture,” says 
Yang, from Sandu Sui autonomous 
county in Qiannan Bouyei and Miao 
autonomous prefecture, Guizhou 
province.

In November, the Shuishu charac­
ter documents from Guizhou were 
added to the UNESCO Memory of 
the World Asia and the Pacific 
Regional Register. Yang did much 
work for the application process.

He’s the fourth-generation 
Shuishu master in his family. Imper­
ceptibly influenced by what he saw 
and heard in the family, he became 
interested in the ancient characters 
and made up his mind secretly as a 
child, yearning to be a master succes­
sor. His uncle told him that only a 
kindheaited person would be chosen 
as the Shuishu inheritor of the family. 

At age 13, Yang started to study 
Shuishu characters with his uncle at 
night during slack farming seasons 
and learned by rote at first because 
there were too many things to 
remember.

“You need to do good deeds and 
be ready to suffer losses, with a spirit 
of dedication. I’m proud that I made 
it as the chosen one. The more I 
learned about the language, the 
more I became interested in it,” Yang 
says.

According to Sui tradition, the 
learning of Shuishu should be 
passed on to only men within a mas­
ter’s family. The elderly in his family 
were careful to observe it. However, 
Yang decided to teach Shuishu to 
others outside his family, and in

Top: Shuishu masters are frequently invited to choose an 
auspicious day for major life events like weddings and funerals, and 
often host ceremonies on such occasions.
Above: Shuishu is deeply rooted in religious and folk traditions. 
PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY
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Turkish town gives a warm welcome to Chinese guests

? j

jrl ’<

>1

- “

XINHUA XINHUA

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 03/01/2023 11:54:30 AM

« M * *

J/

5

I

<*;•' A

TIANJIN — Amro Zaghloul, a 
34-year-old Egyptian actor, has 
gained 600,000 followers on his 
social media account in China 
after a film, in which he portrays 
a villain, became one of the top­
grossing films screened in the 
country in 2022.

The Chinese patriotic action 
film Home Coming was rated as 
the fifth top earner in China’s 
2022 box office, grossing nearly 
1.6 billion yuan ($2.36 million).

In the fihn, based on a story of 
the evacuation of Chinese 
nationals from a war-torn 
nation, Zaghloul played the 
character Saleh, a villain in the 
local anned forces.

“Some movie viewers even got 
‘angry’ when discussing the char­
acter and the plot in die com­
ments on my social media 
account, which I took as the audi­
ence’s acknowledgment of my 
acting,” Zaghloul says.

Lixing in China for more than 
10 years, Zaghloul regards the 
country as his second home. He 
has also gotten used to sharing his 
views and experiences in acting 
and daily life with his followers.

People queue to enter a cinema in Lanzhou, Gansu province, to watch Avatar: The Way of Water, which 
is one of the two foreign titles that made it into the top 10 box-office rankings last year. 
LI YALONG / CHINA NEWS SERVICE
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“In 2011, I came to China for 
travel and planned to stay for 
one month, but it lasted for over 
10 years,” he recalls.

That year, Zaghloul and his 
friends met an enthusiastic 
Chinese teacher who recom­
mended they study the Chinese 
language. Zaghloul then suc­
ceeded in applying for graduate 
study in Chinese language and 
literature at Zhejiang Normal 
University in East China’s Zheji­
ang province.

The school is near the world’s 
largest outdoor studio, Hengdi- 
an World Studios, known as 
“China’s Hollywood”

Zaghloul says he has dreamed 
of becoming an actor since child­
hood, so he decided to try some 
auditions at the studio while pur­
suing his master’s degree.

He has been registered among 
more than 100,000 extras in 
Hengdian World Studios, where 
dozens, or even hundreds, of film 
projects happen simultaneously. 

Before the blockbuster film, 
Zaghloul had accumulated expe­
rience and improved his acting 
skills through many auditions 
for Chinese films and TV dramas 
for five years.

“As a foreign actor here, I need 
to practice acting skills and learn 
Chinese well. Many production 
teams recruit quickly, and you 
have to grab the opportunities 
fest or miss them,” he says.

On his social media account, 
Zaghloul shared Home Coming 
director Rao Xiaozhi’s affirma­
tion of his acting and the latter’s 
willingness for future collabora­
tion. He says that Chinese social 
media helped him become popu­
lar. He wishes to use his influence 
to do something meaningful. In 
2020, he initiated a program to 
match Chinese volunteers with 
foreigners via his social media 
account to “help 1,000 foreigners 
learn Chinese”

“Having been in China for so 
long, I have felt the warmth of 
the Chinese people and wishes to 
spread the culture by teaching 
the language to foreign new­
comers,” he says.

Once they can master the 
Chinese language, they can 
seize many opportunities and 
start a new life in China, he says.

Domestic films prove a popular attraction thanks to 
enhanced quality and diversification, Zhang Yunlong reports.

ISTANBUL — A resort town along 
the western Mediterranean coast of 
Turkive is all geared up for the 
return of Chinese tourists as China 
eased its travel restrictions on Jan 8. 

“That’s excellent news, and we are 
thrilled,” says Celal Yildiz, owner of a 
travel agency in Fethiye, a district of 
the Mugla province famed for its val­
leys, beaches and extreme sports.

The region became a top-rated and 
eye-catching destination for Chinese 
travelers after a number of Chinese 
influencers visited Fethiye in 2015 
and shared their paragliding experi­
ences with the Chinese audience.

Touted as one of the best spots for 
paragliding, the 2,000-meter-high 
Babadag mountain stands perpen­
dicular to the sea and provides per­
fect weather conditions to fly all year 
round. Adventurers can take off 
from the mountain and glide to the 
sandy beach of Fethiye’s small town 
ofOludeniz.

The highly-anticipated Avatar: 
The Way of Water ranks ninth in the 
chart, being one of the only two for­
eign titles to make it to the top 10, 
along with the adventure flick 
Jurassic World: Dominion.

Despite mixed reviews, since Dec 
16, the sequel to the 2009 American 
sci-fi hit Avatar has provided a 
much-needed boost to China’s box 
office during the year-end moviego­

ing period in the five weeks up to 
Dec 31. But the film’s impetus is 
seemingly less than previously 
expected.

Garnering cumulative earnings 
of 853 million yuan by Dec 30, it 
currently tops China’s year-end box 
office chart that tracks ticket reve­
nue from Nov 25 through to the end 
of 2022, accounting for around 60 
percent of the total, according to 
movie data platforms.

The American fantasy film is con­
sidered a spectacle of visual effects 
by many moviegoers, though its 
storyline has been labeled by some 
as simple. Still, its release helped 
draw many people back to cinemas, 
with the nationwide cinema open­
ing ratio soaring to above 80 per­
cent on the day of the film’s debut. 

Maoyan currently forecasts Ava­
tar: The Way of Water to complete 
its run in China with a box office of 
about 1.25 billion yuan, much lower 
than the previously estimated 2 bil- 
lion-plus yuan.

In China, Avatar was released in 
January 2010 and rereleased in 
March 2021, generating a total box­
office revenue of 1.7 billion yuan.

With China adjusting its COVID- 
19 response policy, its box office is 
expected to see the announcement 
of more releases of major titles in 
the coming weeks and months.

Zhang Yimou’s suspense film FizZZ 
River Red is set for release on Jan 
22, joining the competitive Spring 
Festival holiday movie period, 
along with The Wandering Earth II, 
a much-anticipated prequel to the 
2019 sci-fi blockbuster.

At the same time, there have 
been calls from critics for more 
quality films to draw more movie­
goers back to cinemas, citing its sig­
nificance to the overall recovery of 
the film industry.

Rao urged Chinese movies to 
take a realistic and worldly 
approach, suggesting films that 
shed light on the people’s real lives 
are a great way to win the hearts of 
the audiences.

S*"____

One of the Lycian rock tombs, which date back to the 4th century 
BC, overlooks the town of Fethiye in Turkiye. The tombs are the 
symbol of the town, ron watts / getty images

PA

receive an increasing number of Chi­
nese travelers. Among the approxi­
mate 100 flights per day, 15-20 of 
them were canyang Chinese guests, 
according to Uysal, who is optimistic 
for this year.

Mustafe Argin, the owner of three 
boutique hotels in Fethiye, says that 
the entire region, incredibly keen to 
welcome Chinese tourists, is eagerly 
preparing for their arrival.

“We are very familiar with the 
preferences of our Chinese guests,” 
Argin says, explaining that they 
serve breakfests with food items 
suitable for Chinese tastes and about 
70 percent of his staff have an inter­
mediate understanding of the Chi­
nese language.

“Fethiye loves China, while the 
Chinese also love Fethiye, and the 
region is harmonious with them,” 
Argin says.

A packed cinema enjoys Home Coming in Shanghai during the National Day holiday last year. The patriotic action film became the fifth top earner in China in 2022. 
CHEN YU YU / FOR CHINA DAILY

nationals from a war-torn nation.
Rao Shuguang, president of the 

China Fihn Critics Association, com­
mends the movie, which is adapted 
from real-life events, for its explora­
tion of the film genre and providing 
new prospects for mainstream 
films.

Speaking highly of the domestic 
drama Lighting up the Stars as a 
highlight among the year’s Chinese

films, Rao calls it “a realistic film” 
with its heartwarming reflection of 
everyday life.

It stars Zhu Yilong as a former 
inmate-turned-funeral director 
who accidentally crosses paths 
with a girl who triggers an unex­
pected change in his attitude 
toward life. The film generated 1.71 
billion yuan, ranking fourth in the 
yearly chart.

A ’
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he third year since the 
start of the COVID-19 pan­
demic, 2022 saw China’s 
box office striving to cope

with the impact of sporadic out­
breaks, and in the process manag­
ing to generate a total annual 
revenue of around 30 billion yuan 
($4.31 billion).

Though much less than the previ­
ous year’s 47 billion yuan, the 
amount still shows the advances 
made by domestic films in terms of 
improved quality and genre diversi­
fication in 2022 — all this despite 
the pandemic’s influence, say indus­
try observers.

Domestic titles lead the yearly 
box-office chart, according to box­
office tracker Maoyan and other 
platforms.

Similar to the previous two 
years, the three top-grossing 
films screened in China in 2022 
were all domestic movies. More­
over, Chinese films account for 
eight of the top 10 earners at Chi­
na’s 2022 box office.

Patriotic hit The Battle at Lake 
Changjin II is the year’s top earner, 
raking in 4.07 billion yuan.

This achievement, in addition to a 
whopping 5.77 billion yuan revenue 
from the 2021 war blockbuster The 
Battle at Lake Changjin, saw the 
“Changjin” films become China’s 
top-grossing film series ever, replac­
ing the Detective Chinatown come­
dy movie franchise.

Set during the War to Resist US 
Aggression and Aid Korea (1950-53), 
the Changjin films have been hailed 
as a milestone of what experts are 
labeling “new mainstream films” 
They not only convey the prevalent 
values of Chinese society, like many 
previous patriotic movies, but also 
achieve impressive box-office 
results.

The year’s fifth top earner, with 
nearly 1.6 billion yuan, the patriotic 
action film Home Coming has 
received acclaim from critics and 
moviegoers alike. Many say they are 
moved by the hero — an ordinary 
Chinese diplomat played by Zhang 
Yi — as he tries to evacuate Chinese

a
Some movie 
viewers even got 
‘angry’ when 
discussing the 
character and the 
plot... which I took 
as the audience’s 
acknowledgment 
of my acting.” 
Amro Zaghloul,
Egyptian actor
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Lots of Chinese people, especially 
younger travelers, came here to 
experience the sport over the breath­
taking view of the Oludeniz lagoon. 

“I have friends from China, and we 
always chat on WeChat” says Yildiz, 
emphasizing the good friendships he 
and Chinese visitors have established. 

“If everything stays on track, we 
will have a big increase (in the num­
ber of Chinese guests visiting Fethiye 
in 2023).”

Ozgen Uysal, head of the Western 
Mediterranean Regional Represent­
atives Board at the Turkish Travel 
Agencies Association, says that, 
before the pandemic started, in 
2019, the paragliding companies in 
Fethiye carried out approximately 
166,000 flights, among which, 40 
percent were undertaken by Chinese 
guests.

“That is a veiy high figure for us,” 
Uysal says.

Recently, the area has started to
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Man United flying high after City win
Erik ten Hag’s men close the gap with crosstown rival in controversial derby comeback
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Erik ten Hag, on Rashford scoring his 16th goal of the season
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Purdy’s 4 TDs lead 49ers
past Seahawks in playoffs
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touch the ball, but for' me it is clearly 
offside.”

Guardiola insisted there was no 
doubt Rashford’s run impacted the 
reactions of Akanji and Ederson. 

“The decision is the referee’s and

VAR‘a joke’
With just 12 minutes left at Old 

TYafford, United was trailing to Jack 
Grealish’s 60 th minute header in the 
season’s second Manchester derby.

Liverpool ‘really bad’
Jurgen Klopp labeled Liverpool’s 

dismal 3-0 defeat at Brighton on 
Saturday as the worst he has seen 
during his Anfield reign.

Klopp’s troubled side was blown 
away in the second half by Solly 
March’s double and a late strike 
from Danny Welbeck.

Liverpool’s wretched perform­
ance came hot on the heels of a 3-1 
loss at Brentford and an FA Cup

the VAR, but our defenders make a 
line for Rashford,” he said.

“If we know it’s Fernandes we 
don’t make the line, we follow the 
action.”

“It is a joke that the first goal can 
be allowed,” City defender Manuel 
Akanji told BBC Sport.

“He runs for 30 meters, he’s chas­
ing the ball. I played him (Rashford) 
offside. I understand he doesn’t

SANTA CLARA, California - 
Brock Purdy got flushed out of the 
pocket, spun back in the other direc­
tion and found a wide-open Elijah 
Mitchell for the score that put San 
Francisco in control of an NFL wild­
card game on Saturday.

Purdy answered another test and 
delivered another sterling perform­
ance in a remarkable rookie season 
that began as the final pick in the 
NFL draft.

Purdy threw three touchdown 
passes and ran for a fourth score in 
his playoff debut, leading the 49ers 
to a 41-23 victory over the Seattle 
Seahawks.

“Once the game started, it was 
just 11 on 11,1 have to do my job, get 
it to the guys in space and go from 
there,” Purdy said. “We didn’t make

opportunities.
The Capitals have gone four 

straight games without a power­
play goal and are O-for-9 over that 
span.

“Hartsy played a hell of a game 
for us,” Laughton said.

“He found pucks through traffic, 
swallowed them up when we 
needed him to, when we were 
stuck out in the zone for long peri­
ods of time. I thought he was the 
biggest part of why we were suc­
cessful tonight”

Kuemper stopped 22 for the 
Capitals, who continued to experi­
ment with different line combina­
tions as Nicklas Backstrom and 
Tom Wilson continue to get com­
fortable.

“The last two games, we haven’t 
been ourselves,” Backstrom said. 
“So I mean, that’s something we 
have to change. You talk about 
today, we had the puck a lot, we 
had good possession, but it’s about 
scoring goals. We’ve got to create 
more, we’ve got to score more 
goals. But, you’ve got to give them 
credit... at the same time, if we 
want to win hockey games, we 
have to be better.”

The Niners broke it open when 
Deebo Samuel took a short pass 
from Purdy and raced in for a 
74-yard score with help from a 
downfield block by Brandon Aiyuk. 

Purdy threw for 332 yards — the 
second most ever for a rookie in the 
playoffs against Russell Wilson’s 385 
in a loss to Atlanta 10 years ago — 
and he became the first rookie QB 
ever to account for four TDs in a 
playoff game.

Purdy has lived up to the confi­
dence his coaches and teammates 
have shown in him ever since he 
took over.

“I felt that way from the beginning 
once he got in that game against 
Miami,” coach Kyle Shanahan said. 
“We didn’t have the luxury to sit 
there and worry about stuff the way 

it more than what it was.... It wasn’t, 
‘Oh my gosh it’s the playoffs and 
we’ve got to get all tense.’ We just 
had to play our game.”

Purdy picked up where he left off 
in the regular season for the 49ers 
(14-4) and showed few signs of play­
off jitters by winning his sixth 
straight start since replacing an 
injured Jimmy Garoppolo early in a 
Week 13 win over Miami.

The Niners advanced to the divi­
sional round where they will host 
either Minnesota, Tampa Bay or 
Dallas next weekend.

Purdy connected on a 3-yard pass 
to Christian McCaffrey in the first 
quarter, converted a 1-yard sneak in 
the third quarter and a 7-yard TD 
pass to Mitchell early in die fourth 
to make it 31-17.

San Francisco 49ers quarterback Brock Purdy celebrates after an NFL wild-card playoff game against
the Seattle Seahawks in Santa Clara, California on Saturday. The 49ers won 41-23. ap
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But City’s title defense suffered a 
damaging blow as Portugal mid­
fielder Fernandes equalized in huge­
ly debatable fashion before 
Rashford bagged United’s 82nd 
minute winner.

Fernandes’ goal was the turning 
point and City boss Pep Guardiola 
and his players were seething after 
the flag went up for offside when 
Rashford ran on to Casemiro’s 
pass.

Rashford did not touch the ball 
and was deemed by VAR not to have 
interfered with play, but City were 
adamant the England forward 
clearly distracted the defenders and 
goalkeeper Ederson.

the game was going. We just had to 
win the game and he’s done a hell of 
a job. He’s done it every time since. I 
have a lot of confidence in him.”

The Seahawks (9-9) kept it close 
for most of three quarters before a 
strip sack by Charles Omenihu late 
in the third quarter spoiled a red 
zone drive.

Purdy then hit Jauan Jennings on 
a 33-yard pass to set up the TD pass 
to Mitchell that broke the game 
open. With his seventh straight mul­
tiple TD pass game, Purdy tied the 
NFL record for rookies set by Justin 
Herbert.

“He has showed us over and over 
again who he is and the type of play­
er he is,” linebacker Fred Warner 
said. “So I’m not surprised.”

San Francisco piled on from 
there.

The loss brought a disappointing 
end to a surprising season for the 
Seahawks, who got into the playoffs 
on the final weekend in their first 
season after trading away Wilson.

Geno Smith stepped in admirably, 
throwing 30 TD passes in the regu­
lar season and keeping it close for a 
while in the playoff game, thanks to 
a 50-yard TD pass to DK Metcalf in 
the first half.

Smith finished 25 for 35 for 253 
yards, two TDs and one intercep­
tion.

“I’m not at all satisfied,” Smith 
said. “I don’t feel good about what 
happened today. I feel like we could 
have kept going. So forme, man, I’ve 
just got to be better and I take this 
one personally ’̂

The Niners raced out to a 10-0 
lead after two possessions getting a 
field goal on the opening drive and 
then a 3-yard pass from Purdy to 
McCaffrey, following McCaffrey’s
68-yard run on the second posses­
sion.

But, Seattle battled back with a 
14-play drive capped by Kenneth 
Walker’s 7-yard ran and the deep 
pass to Metcalf.

draw against Wolves, in which they 
were saved from defeat by a contro­
versial VAR decision.

The Reds are languishing in 
eighth place in the Premier League 
with their hopes of a top-four finish 
fading by the week.

Klopp could not believe what he 
was seeing as Brighton ran his team 
ragged in a fashion he has never 
experienced since taking charge in 
2015.

“Bad. Really bad. I can’t remem­
ber a worse game. It was a very orga­
nized team against a not very 
organized team,” Klopp said. “Mas­
sively frustrating. We gave the ball 
away, the spaces were too big and we 
couldn’t push up. That is obviously 
not good, especially against a super 
well-drilled side like Brighton. They 
got more confident and we did the 
opposite.”

Klopp said he had tried to switch 
Liverpool’s tactics in a bid to halt 
their poor run, but conceded the play­
ers did not handle the changes well. 

“I had an idea to change the for­
mation which was to try to help the 
team. That was the idea. But we nev­
er did it properly?’ he said.

“We need to be creative with 
the options we have. What I saw 
today from my team was that they 
were not really convinced by it. 
That’s it.”

Two-goal Solly March credited 
Brighton manager Roberto de Zerbi 
for his performance in the brilliant 
result against Liverpool.

“I love playing for Roberto de Zer­
bi. He’s great. He puts his arm 
around you and tells you you’re a 
good player, and maybe that’s what I 
needed,” March said.

At the other end of the Mersey­
side, on a day when Everton’s board 
of directors was instructed not to 
attend its home match with South­
ampton because of a “real and credi­
ble threat to their safety and 
security?’ the team’s hopes of league 
survival took another blow after a 
2-1 loss.

“We have to take responsibility, 
myself first. We have to do better,” 
Everton manager Frank Lampard 
said.

MANCHESTER, England - It 
was a very good day for Manchester 
United in the English Premier 
League, whose revival under Erik 
ten Hag is really taking shape.

As if victory against Manchester 
City in the 189th Manchester derby 
wasn’t enough for fans rejoicing at 
Old Trafford on Saturday, there was 
bonus news a few hours later when 
Liverpool was stunned by three 
unanswered Brighton goals.

Beating City 2-1 strengthened the 
rising belief that Ten Hag is turning 
the fortunes around for the 20-time 
English champion.

It might be too soon for the 
Dutchman to mount a genuine 
league title challenge this season, 
but the improvement at United to 
record nine straight wins across all 
competitions is evident.

United moves up to third in the 
table — a point behind City and six 
off leader Arsenal, which plays Tot­
tenham on Sunday.

‘We improved, that’s obvious,” 
Ten Hag said. “But there is still a 
long way to go ... there are a lot of 
aspects in our game we have to 
improve, but we’re progressing.”

City took the lead in the second 
half through substitute Jack Greal- 
ish, but Bruno Fernandes and Mar­
cus Rashford secured a come-from- 
behind win for the home team.

United is now 10 points clear of its 
cross-Pennines rival Liverpool, 
which suffered a sixth league loss at 
Brighton, its first there since 1961. 

Rashford scored his 16th goal of 
the season and his eighth in his last 
seven games, but Ten Hag preferred 
to praise his physical durability over 
his finishing after the win against 
City.

“He knows that in football you 
have to suffer and sacrifice and have 
painful moments, especially a play­
er like he is,” Ten Hag said. “He is 
unstoppable, and opponents will go 
tough against him, but he keeps 
going and he got rewarded and the 
team got a reward.”

suffer and sacrifice and have painful 
moments, especially a player like he is. He is 
unstoppable, and opponents will go tough 
against him, but he keeps going and he got 
rewarded and the team got a reward.”

Manchester City's Kyle Walker wins a header against Manchester United's Alejandro Gamacho during an English Premier League match at 
Old Trafford in Manchester, England, on Saturday. United won 2-1. ap
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WASHINGTON - Scott Laught­
on had a goal and an assist as the 
Philadelphia Flyers beat the Wash­
ington Capitals 3-1 on Saturday 
night, as Capitals star Alex Ovech­
kin tied Mike Gardner’s NHL 
record for 30-goal seasons.

He also tied the game at 1-1 with 
2:04 left in the first period. Howev­
er, Philadelphia tilted the ice back 
in its favor with two goals in 49 
seconds during the second period. 
James van Riemsdyk and Wade 
Allison both capitalized on mis­
cues from Darcy Kuemper and 
poor coverage by Washington, 
which has been outscored 11-7 over 
the last four games.

Ovechkin’s goal also marked his 
400th home goal, and he has 
scored at least 30 goals in all but 
one season in his career.

He is the second player in NHL 
history, after Wayne Gretzky, to 
score 400 goals at home and 400 
goals on the road.

The Flyers have won three 
straight games, including both 
games of their home-and-home 
series with the Capitals, and eight 
of their last 11 overall.

“I think we feel good about our­
selves. I think guys have loosened 
up offensively, it certainly has 
helped that we’re scoring some 
goals during this period, not every 
mistake is a fatal one,” Flyers coach 
John Tortorella said. “We’re just 
cohesive right now.... We’re gonna 
have some bumps, and it’s remem­
bering how we’re playing now when 
we’re in those situations.”

Carter Hart finished with 39 
saves for his third win in four 
starts and made a couple of ten- 
bell saves to shut down Washing­
ton’s three power play
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Flyers spoil Ovechkin s 
30th goal milestone


