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(Insert date)

For Six Month Period Ending

Name of Registrant Registration No.
Aaron D. Cushman & Associates, Inc. 2572
Business Address of Registrant

35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite 850, Chicago, IL 60601
I—REGISTRANT

1. Has there been a change in the information previously furnished in connection with the following:

(a) If an individual:

(1) Residence address Yes O No O e
(2) Citizenship YsO NoO: < 29
(3) Occupation Yes O No O . Zo
- = RN
(b) If an organization: v 2 :?3‘1453,
: ) ':EE
(1) Name Yes O No® 0 QQ
(2) Ownership or control Yes O No N L5
(3) Branch offices Yes X1 No O Ty

2. Explain fully all changes, if any, indicated in item 1.

Los Angeles office located at 2029 W. C
March 31, 1996. . Century Park East closed

IF THE REGISTRANT IS AN INDIVIDUAL, OMIT RESPONSE TO ITEMS 3, 4, and 5.

3. Have any persons ceased acting as partners, officers, directors or similar officials of the registrant during this 6 month reporting
period? Yes & No O

If yes, furnish the following information: i

Name Position Date Connection
Elizabeth Wilson Vice President Ended

lizabe i 3/14/96
M&réﬁmuiquan . Vice President l{/lé/95
Steven Knipstein Vice President 3/15/96
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Obtained price quotes tor potential SuperClubs photo shoot.

Liaised with Diane Leanzo for SuperClubs collateral.

Liaised with Tinslev Advertising for slides of Breezes Bahamas and Boscobel
Beach.

Liaised with Hedonism II. Breezes Runaway Bay. Grand Lido. Boscobel Beach
and Sans Souci Lido to gather information and tact-check their culinary
backgrounders.

Liaised with Bob Bishopric. Tinsley Advertising. about Family Fun Magazine.
Provided Alice McCalla with information on the "Lido Sampler" and the wedding
backgrounder.

Provided SuperClubs with the contact at Creative Sports Management tor John
Paxson.

Attended the SuperClubs Sales Conference in the Bahamas and compiled a public
relations presentation.

Coordinated with Shea Jones on a prize letters tor "The Gordon Elliott Show".
"The Mark Walberg Show". Center Stage Radio Promotion. Caribbean Vacation
Planner 'Dream Vacation Sweepstakes’ and the WGBH-TV/PBS raftle.
Coordinated and arranged ftor SuperClubs to receive travel sections trom major
market newspapers throughout the United States.

Provided Randyv Russell with sales leads received from Glamour magazine.
Sent Willis Hale information and publicity on Hedonism II for Hedonism's on-line
program.

VISITING JOURNALIST PROGRAM

1.

[\

Assessment

. Kate Buford's December visiting journalist trip resulted in a teature story
on Boscobel Beach in the January 16 NVew York Post (circ: 408. 204).

On-going

. Provided Helga Loverseed with 1996 rates on all SuperClubs properties for
inclusion in The Globe and Mail.

. Sent Stitches Magazine color slides of Sans Souci Lido for inclusion in
Stan Murray’s article.

. Fact-checked Global Waterski’s SuperClubs section for its upcoming

waterski guide. Liaised with individual SuperClubs properties to ensure
equipment listed is still available to guests.

. Evaluated and confirmed Steve Bergman’s trip to Breezes Bahamas in
March for a story on Breezes Bahamas as well as a destination piece on
the Bahamas.

. Evaluated and arranged for Rich Rubin’s trip to Breezes Bahamas for his
Bride 's Magazine assignment. The piece is a destination piece and articles
are scheduled to appear in Aug/Sept. and Feb/March ’97.



. Evaluated and arranged for Paulette Cooper's. CEO Traveler. trip to
SansSouci Lido in March.

. Coordinated with Breezes Bahamas. the Bahamas Ministry ot Tourism and
Bozell Public Relations tor two rooms for WBNS-TV (a CBS attiliate in
Columbus. OH) and The New Yorker magazine. This was in conjunction
with Bozell's "Islands of the Month" media outreach.

. Evaluated and arranged Rolonda Watt’s trip to Grand Lido. Rolonda was
scouting tor potential on-location sites and we arranged for passes to be
available to her tor Hedonism [I.  Confirmed with Air Jamaica on
Rolonda’s trip in order to secure her airline tickets.

. Evaluated and arranged a press rate for Rene Tenzer of "The Today Show"
to vacation at Grand Lido.

. Evaluated Paul Trusttull's. Executive Class Magazine. trip to Grand Lido.
Sans Souci Lido and Breezes Montego Bay in March.

. Evaluated and arranged tor Sheila Kritzer's. Raleigh Magazine. trip to
Grand Lido and Sans Souci Lido during March.

. Evaluated Dr. Zahava Israely’s request to visit Grand Lido during

February. Due to her lack of production from her first trip in 1993 and
upon Zein Issa’s approval. we conveyed a "sold-out” occupancy and
offered to host her during the summer months.

. Arranged a press rate for David Ushery, news reporter WABC Evewitness
News and Eric McLendon. Sports Director KCRA-TV in Sacramento. tor
their trip to Hedonism II in March. Arranged a press rate at Boscobel
Beach tor WABC’s Eyewitness News news reporter Mark Stevens.

. Liaised with Gordon Quarnstrom. World News Features. on his upcoming
trip to Jamaica. Provided him with an updated press Kkit.

. Worked with The Business of Film and confirmed the Rosenstein’s trip to
Boscobel Beach. '

. Evaluated and arranged a stay at Boscobel Beach for Redbook magazine's
art director. Ed Melnitsky and tamily.

. Arranged a stay at Breezes Bahamas for visiting journalist Melinda Stubee.
journalist tor the Durham Herald-Sun.

. Coordinated a day trip to Breezes Bahamas for journalist Cheryl Jamison.

co-author of "Best Places to Stay in the Caribbean."

E. PROMOTIONS

. The 1996 Caribbean Vacation Planner (circ: 450,000), has been printed and
copies have been sent to more than 50,000 travel agencies. The agency arranged
for Grand Lido to provide an eight-day/seven-night trip for two as part of their
"Caribbean Dream Vacation" promotion. In addition, a release was distributed by
CCT promoting the sweepstakes and the release was picked up in the January 8
issue of Travel Weekly (circ: 50,490) and in the January/February issue of Black
Meetings & Tourism (circ: N/A).

. Evaluated and coordinated Breezes Montego Bay’s participation in St. Louis.
MO’s KXOX-FM "Birthday Bash Weekend" promotion. Breezes Montego Bay
donated two. four-day/three-night trips for two.



Evaluated and coordinated Boscobel Beach's participation in WDOK-FM.
Cleveland. OH. "Listen While You Work" promotion. Upon approval. Boscobel
Beach donated three. eight-day/seven night prizes for a family of four.
Evaluated and arranged for a prize-winning eight-day/seven-night trip for two to
Breezes Runaway Bay to be given during the "Tempestt" Show's "Newlywed
Game." '

Evaluated and researched the possibility of having a Hedonism representative
hand-out brochures at Grand Central Station in New York.

Followed-up on GAT Marketing's involvement with the Rainbow Room
Valentine’s Day Wedding. Liaised with the Rainbow Room and SuperClubs
executives on the promotion.  Grand Lido donated an eight-day/seven-night
honeymoon stay for two.

Evaluated and arranged a five-day/four-night trip tor two to Breezes Montego Bay
to be used in African World Weekly's Black Historv Month trivia contest.
Evaluated and arranged an eight-day/seven-night trip for two to Breezes Runaway
Bay tor "The Mark Walberg's Show ~ So You Never Had a Honeymoon."
Evaluated and liaised with SuperClubs on Harvey Hyde’s Football Promotions ot
Nevada for an on-location broadcast of "Harvey Hyde's Sportopics Shows" on
KDWN-720 AM in Las Vegas at Breezes Runaway Bay and Grand Lido.
Evaluated and arranged tor Breezes Runaway Bay’s participation in the Center
Stage Promotion. Breezes donated a five-day/four-night trip for two. The
promotion was done in conjunction with WBAL Radio and The Baltimore Sun.
Wrote a release -- "SuperClubs Sends Three Dade County Families to Jamaica"
for GAT marketing’s "Jamaica the I[sland of..." contest. Liaised with GAT
marketing on obtaining a photographer for Mr. Hall’s visit to the winning schools.
Compiled a list of media from the Dade county area and provided GAT with the
releases and labels tor a photo mailing. _

Evaluated and arranged for SuperClubs’ participation in St. Valentine’s Day
Giveaway Promotion taking place in 5 major U.S. cities. Boscobel Beach and
Breezes donated 15 seven-day/six-night prizes for two.

Evaluated and arranged a eight-day/seven-night stay at Breezes Bahamas for Mark
Walberg's "Wedding and Honeymoon Horror Stories" show.

Evaluated and arranged a live radio broadcast from Breezes Bahamas for
WHWH/Hal Stein (Mr. Stein postponed the airing until next year).

Evaluated and arranged with Jensen/Boga Breezes Runaway Bay’s participation
in WGBH-TV’s upcoming television raffle. Coordinated Beverly Auger's
attendance at WGBH’s major donor breakfast and her participation in filming a
station break promoting the on-air auction.

Sent KUDL radio, Kansas City, MO, a SuperClubs press kit for future promotional
ventures.

Sent Vyvyan Campbell a press kit for future promotional ventures.



SPECIAL EVENTS
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SATW Breezes Bahamas Dinner ~ Through the agency’s contact with SATW
members. the agency pitched the board of directors on attending a dinner at
Breezes Bahamas. hosted by SuperClubs. SATW’s interest and paticipation was
confirmed. Arranged details on the dinner and transportation with Sue McManus
and Arementha Curry. Sent each writer a tollow-up letter and press kit.

CNBC "Steals & Deals" ~ Upon continual pitching to Arthur Frommer on
SuperClubs™ Breezes properties. he included the resorts in his "Steals & Deals"
segment on CNBC. The agency sent b-roll to the station for inclusion in the
segment.  Also. sent Arthur Frommer detailed information on all Breezes
properties. providing him with a break-down of cost savings. This information
was included in his Consumer's Digesr article.

Breezes Bahamas Grand Opening ~ To promote the media and promotions ot this
event. the agency liaised with GAT Marketing. contacted Guiness Book of World
Records tor world’s largest aerobic class. contacted Richard Simmons for possible
participation. We mailed and followed-up with invitations to the event. negotiated
rates with airlines tor journalists attending the opening and contirmed Liberty Go
Go’s participation with tickets. [n addition. America’s Talking was pitched to
attend and film the event. A press itinerary was coordinated and the agency
contacted bus companies for price quotes and availability to take journalists trom
New York to Newark Airport. The agency also provided updated confirmation
and arrival lists to Breezes Bahamas and SuperClubs executives. Follow-up letters
and press kits were sent to all media who attended the event. Liaised with
Breezes Bahamas on post-event activities and provided SuperClubs with photo
contact sheets of the event. Pubications represented included:

Boston Herald Canadian Travel Press
Bridal Guide Jax Fax Travel Marketing
Carib News Reed Travel Features
Curibbean Today Traveldge

Cruise & Vacation Views Travel Agent

Daily News Travel Courier

Diversion Travel Weekly

FEssence Travel World News

Modern Bride
Robb Report
Woman's Dayv

a. America’s Talking ~ "What's New Travel Tuesday" ~ arranged America’s
Talking trip to Breezes Bahamas for their "What’s New; Travel Tuesday"
segment. Coordinated with Breezes Bahamas on their rooming requirements
and itinerary -- interviews with the entertainment director, chef. trapezes
experts. watersports operators, Bahamas Minister of Tourism. etc. Arranged
air transportation for the group. Provided the Ministry of Tourism with
a list of preliminary questions for Hon. Frank Howard Watson. Coordinated




with Francina Mason for the live. in-studio interview. Although originally
scheduled to coincide with the grand opening celebration. the show was
taped after the opening due to logistics technicalities and aired nationally
on March 12 to a viewing audience ot 6 million.

Newsbureau

. Provided slides of Breezes Bahamas to Tour & Travel News for
inclusion with Joan laconetti’s article.

. Contacted Breezes Bahamas for a quote to be included in Martin

Elder’s arucle in Travel Adgent magazine. Upon receiving
information about current bookings and projected occupancies.
agency developed a quote and upon approval. submitted it to Truvel

Aeent.

. Provided journalist Stan Murray with slides of Breezes Bahamas
and a headshot ot John Issa.

. Arranged an interview for Breezes Bahamas wedding expert. Tanva
McCartney. with Laural Cardon of Modern Bride.

. Coordinated with Breezes Bahamas to provide Mark Chesnut the
names of three travel agents to interview for his Traveldge story.

. Provided slides of Breezes Bahamas to Cherylann Coutts of Bridal
Guide for inclusion on the Carnie Wilson Show.

. Arranged an interview with Zein Issa and Cindv Dadanno. Trave!
World News. about the marketing of Breezes and SuperClubs.

. Provided Arky Gonzalez with color slides of Breezes Bahamas.

. Coordinated an interview with John Issa and Reed Travel Features.
Supplied Reed Travel Features with a color slide of John Issa.

. Pitched travel editor Pucci Meyer, and arranged for Stephen

Silverman to visit Breezes Bahamas for an article slated to appear
in the .Vew York Post. Provided Pucci Meyer with slides of the
property for use with the article.

Publicity Generated

. The New York Post (circ: 408,204) ran Stephen Silverman’s article
"Warm ’Breezes’ Provides the All-Inclusive Island Experience.” In
addition to arranging this visiting journalists trip, the agency
tfollowed-up with travel editor, Pucci Meyer, and provided her with
slides and rates for the property.

. Traveldge publications (circ: 81,000) printed Mark Chesnut’s
article "SuperClubs Breezes into the Bahamas" on February 19.

. Walter Greene’s article on Breezes Bahamas Grand Opening
celebration appeared in the February 12 issue of Carib News (circ:
71.300).
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. The February 11 issue of Travel Agent (circ: 59.018) featured a
Bahamas round-up that included information on Breezes Bahamas.
With occupancy statistics provided by Gary Williams. the agency
drafted a quote which appears in the article.

. Michael Baginski's article on Breezes Bahamas Grand Opening
Celebration appeared in the February 8 issue of Cunadiun Travel
Press (circ: 13.505) and the February 15 issue of Cunadiun Travel
Press Weekly (circ: 13.210). In addition. a Bahamas round-up
appeared in the February 15 issue of Cunadiun Travel Press
Weekly

. Photos of the Breezes Bahamas Grand Opening Celebration
appeared in the February 8 issue ot Travel Courier's (circ: 7.000)
"Industry Snapshots.” In addition. the publication listed the otficial
opening of Breezes Bahamas, listing Canadian tour operators who
attended the event and a bit about the opening evening.

. Eusy Travel & Lifestyle (circ: N/A) published Peter Weblev's
article on Breezes Bahamas Grand Opening in the special issue on
the Caribbean.

Latitudes Magazine/Eagle Eve View ~ Evaluated and arranged a eight-
day/seven-night trip for two to be the prize of the "Edgle Eve View" page.
This trip is the first of their new giveaway element for this page.

"Now or Never” ~ German Television ~ Received and forwarded information
about Germany's most popular game show "Now or Never" which wants
to shoot in Jamaica.

Woman's World Magazine ~ In January agency evaluated and arranged a
photo shoot for Woman’s World which took place in February.
Greenpeace Membership ~ Drafted a letter to Greenpeace for SuperClubs
membership. Liaised with Breezes Bahamas and Breezes Montego Bay for
pertinent environmental information.

Bahamas Public Relations Partners ~ Arranged SuperClubs representation
at The Bahamas Ministry of Tourism "Bahamas PR Partners" meeting.
Black Elegd¥ice Magazine ~ Evaldilted and arranged for Black Elegance
magazine to have a photo shoot at Breezes Bahamas in February. Upon.
providing Black Elegance with all our airline contacts, they needed to
cancel due to scheduling confliets; with a possible reschedule for the
summer months.

Exercise for Men Magazine ~ Evaluated and arranged a photo shoot at
Breezes Runaway Bay for Exercise for Men magazine. Due to lack of air
support. the shoot was canceled at the last minute.

Newport Cigarettes Photo Shoot ~ Provided press material and photos for
Alan Kaplan’s Newport Cigarette photo shoot. Upon negotiation with the
studio, they decided to stay at Boscobel Beach. Liaised with Gail Brydson
on the details of thetr trip.




H.

DOCUMENTED PUBLICITY PLACEMENTS

l.

!\)

Publicity - ADC Generated

Upon pitching travel editor Brooke Comer about SuperClubs Super-
Inclusive Resorts and Boscobel Beach an article featuring Jamaica in the
January 30 issue of Woman's World Magazine (circ: 1.162.227) contained
information about SuperClubs tfamily resort. Boscobel Beach. The editor
used information provided by the agency.

The February issue of Consumer's Digest (circ: 1.365.164) featured
Breezes as one ot Arthur Frommer’s top 10 deals in his "Travel Deals tor
the Coming Year" article. The agency provided intormation to Arthur
Frommer on the Breezes Resorts.

The agency issued release on the Breezes Resorts was included in the
February 1 issue of LeisureWays (circ: 643.000) magazine.

The agency authored release on SuperClubs new line of moderately priced
resorts. Breezes. appeared in the February issue of Caribbean Travel &
Life (circ: 130.000). The magazine also included photography provided by
the agency.

Information from the agency authored release on the new Breezes Resorts
appeared in the January 21 issue of the Newark Star-Ledger (circ:
675,531).

The agency authored release on SuperClubs Boscobel Beach being named
"Best Family Resort" appeared in the January 23 issue of Carib News (circ:
71.500); the January 14 issue of Bloomington, IL’s Pantagraph (circ:
55,691); and the January 7 issue of Express Times (circ: 50.009).
Information provided by the agency on SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts
appeared in For The Bride By Demetrios’ spring issue (circ: 150,000).
The september Breezes Bahamas official opening photo release appeared
in the January 9 issue of the San Juan Star (circ: 38,220).
Informatiorf%n Breezes Runaway Bay provided to Adventure Tours to
promote their Adventure Tours USA Golf Vacation appeared in the
February 25 edition.of The Dallas Morning News (circ:2i$21,894).

The agency contacted the travel editor and assisted in providing
information on SuperClubs for inclusion in the February issue of Baltimore

‘magazine (circ: 58,775).

Susan Spencer’s article for Diversion magazine (circ: 176,289) appeared
in the January issue.

Publicity - Not ADC Generated

Grand Lido Resort was rated among the best in Conde Nast Traveler's
1996 Gold List Issue (circ: 933,047). The Rochester, MN Post Bulletin
(circ: 38.507) cited this prestigious recognition in its January 8 issue.
Hedonism II was featured in an article on Jamaica in the January 7 issue
of the Oregonian (circ: 444,053).
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SuperClubs Club Varadero was included in an article on Cuba in the
January 21 issue of the Shreveport Times (circ: 105.537).

Travel Trade Media Coverage

The agency authored release about Zein Issa’s new title "Corporate
Marketing and Environmental Affairs” was picked up in the January 8
issue of Travel Agent (circ: 59.018) and in the February issue of Travel
World News (circ: 38.683).

The agency issued release on Jamaica Jamaica’s name change to Breezes
Runaway Bay was picked up in the January 15 and February 26 issues of
Travel Agent (circ: 59,018): the January 13 edition of Travel Weekly (circ:
50.490): the January issue of Travel World News (circ: 38.683): the
February issue of Corporate Meetings and Incentives (circ: 33.789) and
Travel Courier (circ: 7.000).

The agency authored release on Skip Muns’ appointment to vice president.
sales and administration in the January issue of Corporate & Incentive
Travel (circ: 61.016); the February issue of Incentive Magazine (circ:
44.558): the January issue of Travel World News (circ: 38.683): the
January 25 issue ot Canadian Travel Press (circ: 13.503) and in the
January issue of Southeast Travel Professional (circ: 10.000).

The agency issued release regarding Steven Ford’s appointment as vice
president national accounts was picked up in the February 12 issue of
Travel Agent (circ: 59.018). As a follow-up to the release, the agency
pitched editor Archie Wilson to interview Steven Ford and he was
featured in this issue’s "Around the Travel World" section. The release
also appeared in the February issue of Travel World News (circ: 38.683)
and in the February issue of Southeast Travel Professional (circ: 10,000).
The agency issued release about Boscobel Beach being named "Best
Family Resort" in the OHG survey appeared in the February 15 edition of
Travel Weekly (circ: 50,490); in February’s Travel World News (circ:
38.683); the January 14 issue of Air Travel Journal (circ: 15,000) and
Travel New England (circ: 5,500); and the January 18 edition of
Travelweek Bulletin (circ: 10,600). '

The "SuperClubs Celebrates Its 20th Anniversary" release appeared in the
February 19 TraveldAge Publications (circ: 81,000) in the Februaryv 14
issue of Travelweek Bulletin (circ: 10,600).

The agency authored release, "SuperClubs Makes Earning a Vacation
Child’s Play", appeared in the January issue of Travel World News (circ:
38,683).

The agency’s release on "First Class All the Way" package extension
appeared in the February 1 issue of Travel Weekly (circ: 50.490) and in
the February 5 issue of Traveldge West (circ: 34,958). ,

The agency provided Travel Agent magazine (circ: 59,018) winter rates
for Breezes Bahamas which appeared in the January 29 issue.

The agency provided Travel Weekly (circ: 50,490) information on
SuperClubs weddings for inclusion in the magazine’s February 15 issue.



II.

4. Other Issues That May Affect SuperClubs.

. An article on the Franklyn D. Resort appeared in the January 7 edition of
the Atlantic City Press (circ: 100.987). The article mentions Boscobel
Beach to be one of the resorts rivals.

. Information on the Tamarijn Aruba Beach Resort appeared in the January
22 issue of Tour & Travel News (circ: 53.112) and in the January 13 issue
of Travel Weekly (circ: 50.490). The article quotes DHC president. John
Callaghan. as saying "I view Jamaican all-inclusives. Sandals. SuperClubs.
Club Med...as competition.”

. An article on honeymoons appeared in the February 5 issue ot Tour &
Travel News (circ: 55.112) and mentioned all-inclusive hotels and the fact
that USAir Vacations packages SuperClubs and Sandals vacations.

. The February 12 issue of Tour & Travel News (circ: 53.112) featured an
article about Holiday Inn’s new, all-inclusive Sunspree line of resorts
targeted towards families. The article mentions general manger. Jeff
McKitty tormerly of SuperClubs Boscobel Beach.

. The appointment of Paul Pennicook to executive vice president of Sandals’
Unique Vacations appeared in the January 25 issue of Canadian Travel

- Press Weekly (circ: 13,505). The article mentions that Mr. Pennicook was
formerly with SuperClubs Resorts.

WORK IN PROGRESS

A.

Hedonism [I/Webster Hall/Z100¥Promotion ~ Begln preliminary arrangements for a
promotion with Hedonism II, Webster Hall, Z100 radio and Budweiser beer in New York.
Contacted American Airlines to evaluate the possibility of their participation by offering
complimentary air tickets. They offered to do a promé#ional rate of $125.00 per person.
round trip. Also, contacted Air Jamaica to gauge their interest in participating. Contacted
Z100-FM, a New York radio station, to gauge 1nterest in doing a Hedonism II giveaway
promotion during the month of March.

Kiana’s Flex Appeal ~ Evaluated and began arranging Wave Entertainment’s trip to Grand
Lido in April for the filming of Kiana’s Flex Appeal.

ESPN Fitness Show/High Bar Productions ~ Liaised with Karen Jones for equipment listing
of items left at Grand Lido from last year’s shoot. Received rooming list and production
schedule for this year's Fitness Beach Show and liaised to Karen Jones to ensure her
receipt.

Wacky Weddings ~ Liaised with a "sand expert" for the World’s Largest Weddding Cake
to be built tor Valentine’s Day. Contacted the Guiness Book of World Records to tind
out details on the World’s Largest Wedding Cake. Upon discussing with all parties.
agency is holding off on building the cake until June. Researched prices from various
companies to produce a VNR of the wedding.

Dream Teammates I ~ Evaluated and submitted a proposal for the Dream Teammates II



promotion to be held this summer -- July or August. The promotion will be in
conjunction with the Chicago Tribune. WMVP radio and a local retailer and Chicago area
consumers will have the opportunity to win a "Dream Teammates Super Fantasy Week."

Tennis Extra Prime Sports Network ~ Agency was contact by the producer for sponsorship
by Breezes Runaway Bay.  Along with sponsorship. the producer is seeking multiple
room nights and a monetary contribution. The show is projected to air on ESPN and
agency is continuing its evaluation and negotiations before making a recommendation.
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Deals for the

hat are the best
travel values in the
world for 19967
America’s pre-
mier travei
writer has selected over 30

of them, from old favorites te
brand-new opportunities.
Here, more or less in order
of preference, are his best
vacation values for the year. If
you're feeling ready for a vaca-
tion (and who isn’t?), start your
planning now.

10r|ando For $329. The stunning tour
value that led off our 1995 list of travel bar-
gains has been extended throughout the whole of 1996. Once
again, a mere $329 per adult, $179 per child under 17, will
buy round-trip air transportation between both Newark or
Boston and Orlando. seven nights at a decent hotel, a car with
unlimited mileage for the week, discounts on various attrac-
tions, and several departures a week, year 'round. The tour
company with the strange name, “R Travel” (800/760-6261),
which operates this popularly priced, mass-volume move-
ment, is actually an arm of the elegant Renaissance Cruises
and a bonded member of the prestigious U.S. Tour Operators
Association. Northwest Airlines supplies the air from
Newark. American Trans Air and NWA from Boston: Value
Rent a Car supplies theggar; and among the upgraded hotels
offered for a slight surdilfirge are Disney properties on the
grounds of the Magic Kingdom. Here’s potent progifthat the

tour “package” can frequently improve upon your own direct
travel purchases.

2 Morocco For $899, Allnclusive. Though it costs more,
it includes more, and therefore closely vies with Orlando
for top honors. The source of this eye-pop-
ping value is the Italian equivalent of the

“by:ActhugEro

avel

Coming Year

<« A winter week in sunny Morocco is
yours for under $1,000—air, meais
and lodging included—at the
upscale Club Valtur resort.

"Club Meds, a chain of 16
resorts operated in Europe
for the past 15 years by a
Rome-headquartered compa-
ny called “Club Vdltur” (like
cor a Club Med but with an
~ Italian staff, Chianti on the
y table and a dozen pasta dishes on
the menu). They have apparently
decided to enter the American market
in a big way by offering a one-week win-
ter stay at their upscale Club Valtur resort in
Agadir, Morocco, for $899 per person January 1-20; $999
January 20-March 28; $1,299 March 29-April 8; and $999
thereafter, including round-trip on Royal Air Maroc from
New York, accommodations for six nights, three meals daily,
wine meals, unlimited sports and entertainment—and no
supplement for single persons occupying a single room,
unheard-of in the travel industry. Departures are thrice-week-
ly. You book through Valtur’s U.S. representative, the long-
established Central Holidays, at 800/935-5000. I'm told the
program will be ex is summer to offer similar holi-
days at other Club Valtg about the world.

3&1!'35, Cruises, Cruises. What's the major travel news of
1996, of benefit to the traveling public? It’s the puzzling
recent discovery that the number of cruise passengers has
stopped growing, at least for the moment. And that realiza-
tion—bursting like a bomb on the cruise lines—has set off
still another downward spiral of cruise prices. For this “flat-
tening” of the cruise market is taking place just as the cruise
lines are about to accept delivery of several monumental new
ships, increasing the former overcapacity of
cruise cabins to a mountainous glut. Scan the
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“sales™ advertised by the cruise lines
themselves. visit your travel agent or
call a so-called “cruise broker” (a good
one is Cruises Only, 800/683-SHIP), and
vou'll quickly leam of spectacular bar-
2ains in every sailing category, includ-
ing one-week cruises for $999 per per-
son, with round-trip airfare to the
embarkation port.

The Interior Of Mexico. The Mexican

peso continues to sink. [t recently
reached a level of 7.6 to the dollar (vs.
three per dollar about a year ago).
Everything in Mexico has become
remarkably cheap. if vou purchase your
arrangements in pesos. from hotels and
restaurants catering to Mexicans, not
Americans. And that means that you
stay not at the overpniced seaside resorts
of the country (Puerto Vallarta. Cancun.
and the like) that have adjusted their
dollar prices to offset the peso’s decline.
but at the more authentic interior cities
of Mexico catering mainly to Mexicans:
San Miguel de Allende, Guadalajara.,
Lake Chapala, Oaxaca, Guanajuato,
even Mexico City itself.

25% Off Every Airfare. The improba-

ble source of this next, across-the-
board discount is a nationally known
Wail Street investor whose famous air-
line (he once owned it) went into bank-
ruptcy owing him $190 million. To per-
mit that carrier to work off the debt, a
bankruptcy court gave him the right
over the next several years to purchase
many millions of air tickets for the
flights of that carrier at a major discount.
He will then sell them back to the public
at a lesser discount (25 percent), and his
profit wiil reduce the debt. But he’s got
to do it discreetly, without advertising,
and by simply passing the word to
favored travel agencies (and travel writ-
ers like me). If you phone 800/497-
6678, you'll discover that you can buy
any available ticket on any flight of that
airline, in any class of service, at three-
quarters of the ticket’s normal cost. You
receive all the privileges of a normal
passenger, and you get frequent-flyer
miles for your purchase. The only catch:
You cannot book any flight that starts or
ends in St. Louis, 2 major hub for the
airline. Here’s an unusual bargain, but
totally real, without gimmicks or small-
print conditions; and it should remain
valid for the next several years.

Myrtle Beach, S.C. A resort city on
the sea, at the midpoint of a 60-mile-
long beach known as the “Grand
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Strand,” Myrtle Beach in 1995 became
the nation’s second most-popular desti-
nation (after Orlando) for vacationers
traveling by car. What brought the mas-
sive visitation? Well, there are 11 musi-
cal theaters now open in Myrtie Beach.
mainly for low-cost performances of
country music; a record-breaking 91
golf courses with modest fees that make
it the nation’s golf capital: and bargain-
priced family rates for motels, restau-
rants and use of beach facilities. And
many middle-aged Americans now
arrive to scout out the prospects for
retirement living; Myrtle Beach has
some of the lowest real-estate and prop-
erty-tax levels in the nation. For more
information. call the Myrtie Beach
chamber of commerce at 300/356-3016.

P Branson, Mo. Meanwhile. the
( nation’s “country music capital” in
the Ozarks. catering to a largely eiderly
audience. continues to offer America's
very cheapest rates for lodging (decent
motel rooms for $40 a
night), meals ($5.99 and
$6.99 for all you can eat ;
at numerous country buf-
fets) and theater tickets
(517 a seat for name per-
formers). While Branson
has been strongly criti-
cized in recent years for
the overly ideological
themes of its country
shows that frequently slip
into religious and political
proselytizing, it still -
enjoys yearly visits by
nearly 6 million vacation-
ers attracted by that mes-
sage—and by unusually low costs. For
information, call the Branson chamber
of commerce at 417/334-4136.
8 Breezes”—The Affordable “All-
ifusives.” Add to your list of 1996
travel bargains a brand-new chain of
low-cost, all-inclusive resorts called
“Breezes,” which currently consist of
the just-opened, 400-room “Breezes
Bahamas” (on Cable Beach in Nassau)
and the equally new (late 1995), 125-
room “Breezes Montego Bay” on the
north shore of Jamaica; more are on the
way, including “Breezes Runaway Bay”
in Jamaica. At the height of the winter
season, they charge as little as $150 a
day per person for room, all three daily
meals, unlimited drinks and unlimited
sports and entertainment, at least $50 a
day less than the going rate for such
other all-inclusive resorts as the

“Sandals” chain and “Couples.” For
brochures on these and other forthcom-
ing “Breezes,” phone 300/859-SUPER.

Bargain-Priced Turkey. For at least

the fourth consecutive vear, and in at
least seven months of each year
(October through April), Turkey has
become far and away the least expensive
of all European countries for group tour-
ing and among the budget champions
worldwide. It’s at that time that one tour
operator offers tours to Turkey of 17
days’ duration for a remarkable $1,293
to $1.695—including round-trip airfare
between New York and Istanbul. accom-
modation with private bath at tourist-
class hotels, three meals a day and
¢scorted motorcoach touring to the
major sites (including fantasy-like
Cappadoccia) of western Turkey. The
same company packages a six-night
January or February Istanbul stay for
3495 1o 3595, including round-trip air-
fare. Call Pacha Tours at 800/722-4288.

vvvvvvvv

A' The showboat Branson Belle is
one of many entertainment options at
Branson in the Missouri Ozarks.

1 Reduced Rates At “Hurricane

Hotels.” Throughout 1996, resort
hotels on the three Caribbean islands
most heavily damaged in 1995's
Hurricanes “Luis” and “Marilyn”—St.
Thomas, Antigua and the Dutch side of
St. Maarten—will dramatically drop
their rates to become real bargains in
every price range. How can I be so sure?
Because their advance bookings have
already been decimated by public per-
ceptions of that damage, which will last
for a long, long time. In the places
squarely hit by last year’s storms, hotel
after hotel has already sent out distress
messages for 1996; one, the high-quality
“Club Antigua” on Antigua. has formal-
ly announced it will charge off-season.
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\Grand Lido, Negril, Jamaica

“Fhts 1989 all-inclusive red-roofed beach resort
has “upscale rooms,” “oif-duty managers who
cut in at the disco.” a "“well-guarded nudist
beach,” “poker-faced. uniformed waiters who
make beach rounds with champagne,” and “sun-
set cruises on Prince Rainier’s old vacht.” Cou-
pies celebrate double-digit anniversaries, “grate-
ful that there are nochildren. notevenours.”

200 rooms. S490-5630: 309-957-4010, fax~$317.
© 388.0 ©80.0 ©80.0 90.0 83.8°
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OCHO RIOCS. Jamaica — It was

irly March, the temperature
was 83 degrees and Luciano
Pavarotti and other guests bak-

1g on the beach at the Sans

Juci Lido resort probably
thought they had found heaven
on Earth. They may have been

‘ght.

The opera star brought his
uWn entourage, masseuse and
golf cart (would you walk any-
~here if you were Pavarotti”) to

1is fabulous hotel and spa — an

ll-inclusive resort known for
having everything a person could
want.

Pavarotti was in this island

ation to perform a benefit
recital in Kingston.

It was reportedly a retirement

ift to his Jamaican-born chauf-
eur of many years.

The massive tenor, and the
resort’s other guests — primarily
rom Japan, Italy and the United
states — had chosen to stay at
what many argue is the best of
Jamaica’s growing list of success-
‘ul, all-inclusive resorts.

But Pavarotti, and the thou-
sands of other visitors who came
to Jamaica last winter, probably
had no idea that the nation was
experiencing one of its worst
tourist seasons in recent history.
A rash of violent crimes against
foreign visitors had resulted in a
drop’in tourism.

But despite J. amaica’s trou-
bling international reputation as
a dangerous place, local academ-
ic Ian Boxill, writing in the Sun-
day Gleaner, said recent
research has shown there is lit-
tle relationship between the
decline in tourism and Jamaica’s
crime rate.

“A bigger problem is harass-

- ment and the nation’s poor phys-
ical infrastructure,” Boxill wrote,
citing tourist exit polls taken at
the nation’s airport by the
Jamaica Tourist Board.

The troubles don’t keep many
of the world's richest and most
famous people from coming to
Jamaica — without a doubt one

Most of Jamaica's peaple are friendly, well-educated and
peace-loving. But it is a bitterly poor country, and the
increasing success of its all-inclusive resorts means thet meny

visitors to the isiand ngver

leave the fictel grounds *— shutiing

111.4

out economic opportunities for the lower class

of the world's most beautiful
places — to vacation or buy
homes. Several members of the
Rolling Stones own homes near
Ocho Rios. as does legendary
country music star Johnny Cash.

Most of Jamaica's people are
friendly, well-educated and
peace-loving. But it is a bitterly
poor country, and the increasing
success of its all-inclusive
resorts means that many visitors
to the island never leave the
hotel grounds — shutting out
economic opportunities for the
lower class.

Owners of small restaurants
and crafts people in the markets
have few chances to interact
with tourists (and their money).
When they do meet it is often an
unpleasant expenence for the
tourists.

Unless tourists picked up a
newspaper or listened to local
radio, they were blissfully
unaware of major drug busts and
short-lived unrest in Kingston .
over the ineptly orchestrated
privatization of the nation’s tran-
sit system.

During my visit last March, the
newspaper reported the largest
marijuana find in Kingston his-
tory — 10,000 pounds of Miami-
bound pot found in a container
at the Kingston Wharves. Four
thousand pounds was found in
another haul the next day.

Drugs — especially marijuana
and cocaine — are available
almost everywhere in Jamaica.
Aggressive hucksters work the
streets, markets and the resorts’
fringes.

Nancy Reagan's famous
advice, “Just say no.” doesn't
work well here. In Jamaica. you
may have to say “NO!” five times

before the would-be salesman
gets the message.

And if you are thinking about
buying a joint in Jamaica, think
twice. The U.S. Embassy warns
that criminal penalties for pos-
session, use and dealing in ille-
gal drugs are strict, and convict-
ed offenders can expect lengthy
jail sentences and fines.

And visitors leaving Jaiaica
should not be surprised to be
greeted at the Miami airport by
an inquisitive Labrador retriev-
er employed by the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration.

The U.S. Embassy in Kingston
warns its own employees to be
very careful in the capital,
where crime is a serious prob-
lem. “Purse snatching and pick-
pocketing occur, especially on
public transportation, and other
crimes can rapidly turn violent,”
the embassy writes in a current
advisory.

“Persons out walking after
dark or who take other than
licensed taxicabs are at particu-
lar risk.” -

Of course, the U.S. government
doesn't warn travelers to stay
away from Miami or New
Orleans or San Juan, Puerto
Rico, where crime rates also are
notoriously high.

Even if it were comfortable to
go out alone in Jamaica, negoti-
ating the country’s dangerous
foads is another serious prob-

em.

Traffic moves on the left in
Jamaica. and the locals drive
like maniacs.

With that in mind. if you're the
kind of tourist who is not inter-
ested in mixing with the local
population or exploring on your

own. Jamaica's all-inclusive
resorts may be your own little
bit of heaven.

The ail-inclusive concept —
borrowed from Club Med —
means one price covers iodging.
meals thamburgers to susilh,
drinks. tips. entertainment.
water sports. tennis. and orten
golf and horseback riding.
Rumor has it that some of the
better resorts even do laundry so
you can go home with clean
clothes. That's what I call all- :
inclusive. Here are some recom- -

mendatigns:
ITlins_Souci Lido in Ocho
Riosr tly made Conde Nast

Traveler magazine’s “Gold List”
in its January 1995 reader sur-
vey, and it's easy to see why. Set -
against the stunning backdrop of
the Caribbean. this is all-inclu-
sive luxury at its finest.

Many Japanese visitors were
taking advantage of the Sans
Souei’s wedding package, which -
provides all arrangements for
the ceremony, including license, -
minister, witnesses, tropical
flowers, live music and cham-
pagne.

Summer rates for a seven-
mght stay are $2,100 per person.
based on double cccupancy, for -
a one-bedroom beach-front suite.
Call your travel agent or (800)
859-SUPER.

B If luxury is your goal but
yowd rather not stay in an all-
inclusive hotel. check out the
Plantation Inn. also in Ocho
Rios. s

This honeymoon destination is
well-known for its lush, romantic
setting. It offers guests the
option of all-mcluswe or Euro-
pean plans.

It offers a special honeymoon
package that includes a junior
suite and all-inclusive package.
Summer rates are $2.390 for
seven nights per couple.



Taking care
of tourists:
all-inclusive resorts,

like the one

shown above in

Cancun, Mexico, take

the hassle out

of holidays.
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WHILE WHITE BEACHES AND BLUE SKIES TANTALIZE AT THIS GREY TIME OF YEAR, THE LAST THING SUN-

seeking Canadians want is a burn from a flucruadng Canadian dollar every dme they sip a rum punch.

So thank goodness certain savvy tour Operators beat the heat by nailing down terrific, all-inclusive

vacation deals. “The savings are significant, since
we purchased them in U.S. dollars at the right
time.” says Brian Wolfenden, public relations
manager of Canadian Holidays, the first tour
operator in Canada to package all-inclusive vaca-
dons. Answering the ever-increasing demand for
value-laden vacations, Canadian Holidays has
expanded its line of all-inclusive vacadon resorts
bv 30 per cent.

The burgeoning populariry of all-inclusives
stems straight from the wallet, says Jill Wykes.

TQOA

Sunquest’s vice-president of corporate affairs.
“They give you so much for your money: the air
fare, the transfers. taxes. accommodadons. three
meals a dav, snacks. alcobolic and non-alconolic
beverages, gratuities. water sports and more. And
efficiency: vou can have a great tme. relax with-
out carrving around piles of money.” And for
voung families. there’s the security of protected
environments and mytiad acdvides: parents don't
have to clamp the lid on their kids" movements or
bottomiess cravings for Jrinks.

AN



All-inclusive tours can

include sightseeing stops in
such exquisite locaies as
the isle of Capri (above)
and Dunn’s River Fails in
Jamaica (facing page).

Far your
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Florida Vacation values can make
free Florida

easy to buy ac Jack Tar Vil-
lage in Jamaica or the
Dominican Republic, Sev-
eral Cuban resorts man-
aged bv Delta Cuby fea-
ture acCtivities tor small
children. Caribbean Vil-
lage and Diamond Resort
in Cancun each have 1
“Lictle Village” just for
kids. While kids splash at
Fun Tropical’s pool in the
Dominican Republic, par-
ents can plav a round of
golt. Among the newest
Caribbean destinations.
the four-star Breezes (a
SuperClubs. Resorr), locat-
ed on powdery-white Cable Beach in
Nassau, is geared to adults and families
with 16-plus teens. Tennis, baskerbail,
miniature golf and baseball batting
cages are offered, as well as late-nighe
discos and theme buffers. Other Super-
Clubs include Breezes on Montego Bay,
Jamaica Jamaica in Ocho Rios {pertect
for sporty types), Hedonism II in Negril
(great for non-stop partying), Boscobel
Beach (with lots of supervised children’s

PP ey

you see YOUr money

Vacation Kit cg577

in @ whole new way.
800-306-9995

programs) and Club Viradero on
Varadero Beuch in Cuba.

Romandcized for couples oaly. Sun-
dals resorts can be found on various
islands. Sandais Roval Bahamian on
Cable Beach, Nassau, houses guests in a
colonial style manor house or private vii-
las. The Sandals in Jamaica wows those
with a thirst for variery with a “stav ar
one. play at all six” program; guests at
Ocho Rios and Dunn's River get free
tours to Dunn’s River Falls. Signature
Tours (which encompasses the former
Adventure Tours. Fiesta Sun. PS Holi-
days, Solvac Vications. Fiesta Wes:
alonyg with Encore Cruises) boasts .n
entre brochure ¢ all-inclusive holidaws
including posh resorss in St. Lucia and
.\j_[_e.gi_c_qg_hgggo_glike Cancun. Huarui-
co and Puerto Vailarra.

In the luaury category and reserved
for adults onlv. Canadian Holiday’s
tinest super-all-inclusive resorts are
Grand Lido and Sans Souci Lido in
Jamaica. Both otfer suites and gourmer
dining. Among other delights. the Sans
Souci Lido provides a massage, bodv
scrub and golf: the Grand Lido offers
wine tasting and cooking classes,
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Super time -
on Jamaica

JAMAICA from Page 45

ond day, and we didn't ‘see m
of him’after that. - - uch

Part of the genius of Boscabel is

that: it caters to grown-up enjoy-
ment$00. Couples, singles, grand-
parents;-even parents can have a
good time — at a certain remove
from the bustle of the beach, fam-
1]{; pool and terrace dining area.
The west wing is adults only. A
sense of quiet isolation permeates
the lovely, smaller pool with a bar
only Steps away, the Italian Alle-
gro restaurant, and piano bar.
" There are drawbacks. The beach
here ig small, which is ideal for
keeping an eye on little ones but
not so great for those who like
long - walks along a shore. Al-
though it’s tough to keep a family
resort in pristine condition all the
time, some of the rooms at Bosco-’
bel could use some TLC..

The food, with the exception of
the more refined Allegro restau-
rant, might seem bland to some.
On the other hand, the simple
grilled.(“jerked”) meat, fish, deli-
cious local fruits  and vegetables,
tangy ginger beer and frozen fruit
punches. ‘served at the poolside
Terrace buffet or in the a la carte
Pavilion : restaurant  suited the
warmiclimate and our tastes per-

fectlyiar.~~ - .

includ

“Tha*Super-fncleive’;
“open -bar.and " snacks, wine

- pérved withi lunch and dintier, estertainment, sports facilities' with

If you want to wander off the
reservation out into this island
that on a gray day looks oddly
like Iréland, it is easy to arrange
at the. front desk. There are
plentf'_“‘;of”tours (some at addi-.
tional-‘¢ost) to local plantations,
the famous Dunn's River Falls
(touristy but impressive), and the
shopping_havens down the road
in Ocho’ Rios (avoid the days
cruise ships dock). The botanical
Coyaba Gardens up in the hills
overlooking Ocho Rios feature a-
museum - covering the history of
Jamaica. Blue - Mountain Tours
offers and an all-day “no pedal-
ing” bike tour out into the moun-
tains that produce that great
high-octane coffee. "~~~ - -

A must-see -pilgrimage for any
New York theater nut is “Firefly,”
the Jamaican home of Noel Cow-
ard — the:man who .gave the
world**Mad’ Dogs' and English-
men . Go "Out - jn the- Noonday
Sun.” Coward is buried at-the
hilltop ‘corner where he gathered-
his’brilliant friends each day for
the fifst ‘drink of the evening, "~
.- The:breathtaking beauty of Ja-
maica’s:imountainous.terrain  co-
exists with some of the most ab-
ject-poverty. ‘If you're traveling
‘with - children,: the experience of
confronting — if only: briefly and
at-a-’distance — .the ‘contradic-
tions of this often-troubled island
is a good chance for.some, post-
éolonial history.lessons. - . -

policy !

-

-equipment ind- instruction;>children’s centers, airport transfers —

and 'no-tipping’is allowed: Up to two children under 14 sharing a
room .with parents are free; Through April, a five-night stay ranges

‘from- $1,175  per person-for a ‘Larai room .to°$1,525 for-a one-
'bedroom suite. Call SuperClubs at (800) 859-7873." "+ -« .
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Some of the newest, most popu-
lar hot spots in the Caribbean have
been to Jamaica,, and Aruba. In-
creased tourism here is largély the
result of the introduction of direct,
non-stop flights between Newark
mwnnmmﬂlwggtMMJmmma
and Aruba.

According to Rhoda Green, co-
owner of ress Travel in Free-
hold, ghts have taken hours
off these time-consuming trips. For
instance, direct flights to Aruba
take four-and-one-half  hours.
What'’s more, all-inclusive lodging/
air/food/transfer/sporting  pack-
agnamtuumnﬂbwﬂhaswum
day package running about $1,800
at Jamaican resorts. Very simply,
just about every charge is
Jamaica is home to the most all-in-
clusive resorts of any Caribbean

isle, including six Sandals resorts

‘for adults only and six SuperClubs :

(including & new Breezes on Moa-
tego Bay) catering to singles, cou-
ples and families. You can also be
ainong the first to visit Jamaica’s
brand-new Braco Village Resort lo-
cated east of Montego Bay. . -

Newark Star-Ledger

January 21, 1996
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For: the second year ‘running,,
\SuperClubs’ Boscobel ‘Beach, - the. Do :
Caribbean's only Super-Inclusive Re--- - . “ SR | A L
sort for families, has been named "Best AN ‘ , .
Family WoMoz-.ew_,..m_.o. .__."._«.o_ ﬂw%:.m-:cu a . : ’ \’ \

- scribers of the Official Hatel Guide. in , clve i
p . _ ¢.in . . Inclusiv and piano lounge. The 207-room,
its nmﬂca_‘ﬁmwﬂmnw O_.o_oo m:..<.o<.\ S (> E P _w Boscobel Beach %_._.o-u five dining ar-

i . - O : eas, a —.._o:_e_.n of sports activities for
the active vacationer and baby-sitters
for the evening hours.

SuperClubs, the Caribbean's only Su-
per-Inclusive Resort group, includes:
Breezes Bahamas in Nassau and

- Breczes Montego Bay, SuperClubs'

brand new line of moderately-priced ,

Supét-Inclusive resorts; Breezes Run-

away Bey. .4t Jamaica "Jamaica

(Breezes" flagship - property); Grand

r.m_o and Hedonism II, both in Negril

and Sans Souci Libo in Ocho Rios.

SuperClubs is planning an cighth Su-

per-Inclusive resort in St. Lucia.

'

Second.Consecutive Year

ant

sion, games, audio/visual and com-
puter equipment. In addition, parents
are able to enjoy "adults-only™ areas
which include a pool, Jacuzzi, pool bar

- The' survéy;?sent to ‘nearly 25,000
_ .travel agents, asked them to name their"
- favorite resorts, hotels and hotel chains
around the.world, and to rank the ser- |
vice, value, cuisine, golf facilities and ...
family-oriented atiosphére and activi-. -
ties. For thirty years, the Official Hotel
Guide has been a trusted fesource for.
.leading travel agents. - - -

" "According to Jack Kennedy, Senior-
Vice President and head of Réed Hotel -
Directors Group, "Ourreadersarethepulse
of the travel industry:: They're the travel ..
agents who recommended hotel choices .
on a daily basis for today's discemning

travefer, so winning their, praise is a true
mark of excellence.” . . 7 .. .

- i

Every m:vﬂn_:e.u __o_r_-w is m—._..o?

e ,E i e 1,

_w. L ,,..wﬂbn.wh.?va..u.amew& Wins again Inclusive--accommodations ; all meal

L . , (A - : . N R . ) - a X
est: of the'Best” in the: {8 ; _n_w Suom... : N Beach, along witli all SuperClubs Su- SuperSnacks and premium 9-.:_-...“”-0_”.

Oa__..-a.p _w_n_a_,.,.As_o:.n.@::mim::‘_:m the: categqry cw.._,.gﬁ.— =..o=._-w "0y | per-Inclusive Resorts, has cultivated a tails; unlimited use of all sports facili-
- Official Hotel Guide's Readers Choice - “This award sighifics the sommit. .+ [clationship with travel agents that has ties, including equipment and instiac-
Award for’ *Best Family Resort”, - - gnifies the commit- . * been mutually beneficial.” tion; entertainment; recreational activi-
. ties; weddings; hotel taxes; and air-

Boscobel Beach was also noted as “the “_o:rmo .oovn_ Beach's staff has for all
h s -
guests,”..commented. John Issa, Boscobel Beach boasts four port transfers--with absolutely no tip- |

best kids-oriented setup in the Carib-’ . . ..
bean? by New York Magazine and rated chairman of m:un_.n._ccu.,.. “"Boscobel children's day-centers, with supervi- ping allowed. _

/ . A}
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Travelers pick their favorite hotels and resorts

By MIM SWARTZ

Scripps Howard News Service ‘

So you're lolling on the beach at
the stupendous Little Palm Island
resort in the Florida Keys and the
sun is making you thirsty. What's a
body to do?

Not to worry. Just raise the little

pink flag on the pole by your beach,

chair and someone will come run-
ning to take your drink order, then
deliver it pronto.

The same kind of service exists
at the Moorish-designed Cap Jul-
uca on the island of Anguilla in the
Caribbean. Not only are there
cocktail service flags at the beach,
biit there's complimentary Evian
water and chilled towels.

Those two hotels were among
more than a dozen lauded for un-
usual services in the second an-
nual Reader's Choice Survey
Awards sent to more than 20,000
travel agents who subscribe to the
OfTicial lotel Guide.

‘The survey also asked the agents
to name the best hotels in the
world. Hotels topping the list are;

‘Best Luxury Hotel, Europe —
Hotel _Cipriani and Palazzo Vend-
ramin in Vemite, Ilaly (followed by
Hotel Ritz in Paris and Claridge's
in London); Best Luxury Hotel,

North America — The Ritz-Carlton
A . p,

in Laguna Niguel, Calif. (followed
by The Ritz-Carlton in_Naples,
Fla., and Four mmnuo-%; New
York City); Best Luxury Hotel,
Latin America — Copacabana Pal-
ace in Rio de Janeiro (fbllowed by
Hotel Inter-Continental in Buenos

Aires and Park Hyatt in Buenos
Aires); Best Luxury Hotel, Pacific

Asia — The Peninsula in Hong
Kong (followed by The Regent In
Hong Kong and Raffles in Sing-
apore).

Favorite Resort Hotel, North
Amerlea The Phoenician in
Scottsdale, Ariz. (followed by The
“TGTZCATIh in Laguna Niguel and
(tied) La Costa Resort and Spa in
Carlsbad, Calif., The Cloister in
Sea Island, Ga., and Boca Raton
Resort & Club in Boca Raton, Fla.);
Favorite Resort Hotel, Caribbean
— Four Seasons in Nevis (followed
by Sandy Lane in Barbados and
(tied) Sandals Dunn’s River in
Ocho Rios, .—»3».3 Little Dix Bay

in Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Is- ..

lands, and Peter Island in British
Virgin Islands); Favorite Resort
Hotel, Pacific Asia — Bora Bora
Lagoon Resort, ‘Bora Bora Island,
Tahiti (followed by Mandarin Ori-
ental in Hong Kong and (tied) Four
Seasons Resort in Jimbaran Bay,
Bali, The Peninsula in Hong Kong
and The Regent in Hong Kong).

Hong Kong’s aforementioned The.

Peninsula also ig,gone of those sin-
gled out for mostinusual services.
It offars airport transfers in a re-
storiyd 1934 Rolis-Royce Phantom,
one of only two ever made, plus
use of the hotel’s private hellcop-

" ter for tours of the city.

Still others on the most-unusual-
services list:

® Pampered dogs dine on bis-.

cuits shaped like bonks with their
name spelled out'in edible letters
and cats dine on fresh tuna served
on fine china. — The Pierre, New
York.

% Snow and ice removal from
guests’ cars in the parking lots. —
The Rusty Parrot Lodge, Jackson,
Wyo.

their feeding times and breakfast
in bed delivered by canoe — Bora
Bora Lagoon Resort.

m Swimming with ao_v_._:u as
I sentsii i

® Swimming with sharks during

part of the hotel's Dolphin Learn-
ing Center — Hilton Waikoloa Vil-
lage, Kainuela/Kohala, Hawail.

® Personalized business cards
with guests’ name, room number,

fax and phone number, plus 24-

-hour personal butler service. —

The Lanesborough, London. )
@ Tarot card readings and per-
sonal meditation, plus one-on-one
fashion éconsultation. - — Séttoma
Mission Inn & Spa, Sonoma, Calif.

® Poolside manicures and pedi-
cures, plus flower lel greeting and .
chilled towels at chéck-in. — The
Manele Bay Hotel, Lanal, Hawaii.

= Complimentary French ba-
guette at check-out fromthe hotel's
on-site bakery. — Hotel Sofitel,
Houston. . *

= Complimentary weddings, in-
cluding marriage license, wedding
cake, champagne, flowers and non-
denominational marrisge officer.
~ Grand an. Zowz_ .a!:n_nn.!s. .
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Best underwater exploring

Snorkelers and scuba divers
are looking for dramatic un-
derwater action rather than
luxurious accommodations.
Yet there are islands where
comfortable lodgings can
please the pickiest divers —-
and their :o_a_a:n compan-
fons. Among them are Grand
Cayman, Turks & Caicos Is-
lands, Saba, Jamaica, St. Kitts,
British Virgin Islands, St.

Eustatius, Bonalre, Belize, St.

Lucia.

i

Best _._a_:__n e
Jamaica, Turks & Caicos E.

lands, Puerto Rico, Almost, all _

of these islands host well-at-
tended tournaments. The wE..
bados Game Fishing Club -
draws crows for the annual
fishing contest during March
and April. Game fishing is
first rate in Barbados, with
flying fish skimming over the
water. Port >=8=_9 in Jamai-
ca, is"a particularly u:a:o.
tive area.

g LEFETS

Best family resorts.

Several Hilton Hotels oa.e. 1
family plans - in Puerto Rico
and the British Virgin Islands.
Some Holiday Inns have a .
baby-sitting service, At Hyatt
Regency Cerromar in Puerto
Rico, Camp Coqul is a pro-
gram for children ages 3 to
15.'In St. Lucia, a “Jalousie
For Kids” 35-.:32.8@ pro-
gram visits natural settings’.
like a lush rain forest, moun-
tain trails and the world’s .~
only “drive-throtigh volcano.”

~.;Other good family. getaways

are Stouffer's Grand’ Beach E
St. Thoma. 3
in Jamaicd™ ctivity .
Centre goes from 9:30 a.m. to
10 p.m.), rﬁue:unou. in m"_
Martin, . -
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By LISA ADDISON
San Antonio Express-News

EGRIL, Jamaijca - It's a

lazy afterioon on a sun-

drenched beach and a

wedding is going on.
Men in Speedos, women in bikinis
and little kids in their birthday
suits watch a young German couple
kiss.

When the wedding is over, the
couple poses for photos and olfers
cake to strangers. Ahhh. Jamaica.

Legend has it that when Errol
Flynn, the swashbuckling, romantic
film star, visited Jamaica in the
1910s, he described it as “more beau-
tiful than any woman I've ever
seen.”

It's still quite beautiful. but Ja-
maica has changed a preat deal
since the days when Flynn roamed
the island.

The downside is that the erime
rate is higher than it used to be,
many residents arve unemployed and
drugs are rampant. Visitors should
be careful going out alone late at
night — as they would in an unfa-
miliar U.S. cities.

‘SuperClubs’

But there are still many positives
in this tropical paradise.

The third largest of the Caribbean
islands, Jamaica is 146 miles long.
It's mountainous, with about half of
the island more than 1,000 feet
above sea level. Blue Mountain Peak
reaches 7,402 feet.

The water is a beautiful blue-
green; tree frogs sing at night; the
weather is nice almost year-round;
and nearby resorts offer amenities
galore.

The Poinciana Beach Resort spe-
cializes in families. Youngsters can
swim, play games, paint, make
crafts or take part in educational ac-
tivities, while their parents snorkel,
scuba dive or play on motorized
water scooters. Land recreation in-
cludes beach volleyball, billiards,
lawn and table tennis. croquet, bas-
ketball, horseshoes, shuffleboard
and garden chess, three weekly bicy-
cle tours to the village of Negril, a
lighthouse and craft market and a
24-hour exercise gym.

For a different experience — one
that isn't for everyone — check out
298 Hedonism II. The
clothing-optional resort caters to
singles and couples who scek total
escape. Guests must be older than
18.

TRAVEL

One afternoon, a woman who
braids hair on the beach passed
along this tidbit: “Dear, there are
only two things you can be here at
Hedonism 11 — a prudie or a nudie.”

If you're also a prudie and don't
want to partake of everything the
resort offers, no problem. Guests
can stroll along the beach in their
swimsuits. But be forewarned that
you might see some ecye-popping
sights. Nighttime i3 when Hedonism
11 really heats up. Themed parties —
such as Toga Night, the Pajama
Party and the Reggae Beach Party
- are organized weekly. The disco
opens at 11 p.m. and closes when the
last guest leaves. i

But there's more to Jamaica than
Hedonism with a capital H.

You might head over to the T-
Water Hotel one evening and enjoy
a beach party and dinner on the
beach featuring There’s an intcrest-
ing story behind the hotel’s name.
When the owners’ daughter was a

TIHE SUNDAY OREGONIAN, JANUARY 7. 1996

baby, she couldn't pronounce the
letter S. Scawater was pronounced
Teawater, hence the T-Water Hotel.

The hotel’'s beach party features
an all-you-can-eat barbecue buffet,
pumpkin soup, fruit and several
choices of dessert. For entertain-
ment, check out the limbo contest or
the reggae dancers.

The Home Sweet Home hotel, on
the cliffs of Negril, offers an off-the-
beaten-path experience. The view
from the hotel is spectacular, the
surroundings are peaceful and beau-
tiful, and you can cnjoy breakfast
overlooking the sea.

After a full day of exploring the is-
land, head to Rick's Cafe, a hot spot
on the cliffs of Negril. Guests can
watch an incredible sunset while
having dinner or drinks. You can
also watch cliff divers leap off jagged

Jamaica sparkles in spite of the shadow of crime

rocks into the swirling sea.

One of the culinary specialities in
Jamaica is Jerk chicken, a spicy,
mouthwatering treat that's even bet-
ter when washed down with a Red
Stripe beer.

While on the island, enjoy fresh
fruit juices made from Jamaican
fruits, including mango, guava and

_passion fruit.

A great way to wrap up a visit (o
Jamaica? Enjoy a lantalizing beach
barbecue while kicking back and lis-
tening to a steel band play reggae
music. Watch the sun slowly melt
into the tranquil, aqua water while
savoring the moment and wonder-
ing if you could lind a way to make
it 1ast a little hit longer.

DETAILS: Jamaica Tourist
Board, 801 Second Ave. 20th floor,
New York, N.Y. 10017; 1-800-233-4582.
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ABQVE. MAHKET. BELOW BEAGH IN GHENADA

tled by the French, but it was later taken
over by the British. The Catenage
{(inner harbor) is the hub of the ciiy.
Pick up spices. perfumes, potpourri and
sportswear in the little shops. Stop in at
the Grenada National Museum, once
the French army barracks and prison.
Now there are historical exhibits on the
Indian cultures of the Ciboneys, the
Arawaks and the Caribe tribes, all of
whom predated European settlers.
Taking a tour around the island can

take as litde as a day or as long as a week
if you take in the sights, alternating with
beach and watersports fun. You won't
regret renting a car, taking an island
tour, or hiring a taxi to take vou around.
Drive along the southern shore and
admire the peninsula named Westerhall.
with stunning homes and sensational
views. Driving eastward, the two of you
will see an Adantic Ocean peninsula.
with huge pounding breakers. Farther
east is La Sagesse Nature Center, where

you will hike rifiles of trails. taking in the-

birds and the banana plantation. Then
relax on the beach (never go anywhere
on Grenada without your swimsuits).

and take time for a casual lunch at the
cafe. Drive back through the Grand
Etang district, where roads wind
through the National Park. Along the
way, there are mountain peaks and val-

ley vistas overlooking the sea. The

Visitors Center at Grand Etang’s Forest

_Reserve has interesting exhibits explain-
. ing the island’s flora and fauna. Visit

Grand Etang Lake, which'is lhe crater of
an extinct volcano.

_DINING *

‘Grenada’s agricultural bomm is mani-

fest in the island’s extraordinary restw-
rants. Don’t miss out on Canboulay; La
Belle Creole at the Blue Horizons
Cutl;\gc Hotel and the Great House
restaurant at LaSOQURCE. Le Bistro. just

outside of St. George's. has a menu that
is delightully French and has views that
are sensationally Grenadian.

HOTELS

Most of the lodging options in Grenada
are intimate and secluded: most are
understated but luxurious. The onl
really bhig resort hotel is the Rex
Grenadian Resort. Other top choices
inciude the Spice Island Inn. where vou
can book a room with a private pool:
LaSOURCE. where vou won't want to
miss out on some pampering spa treat-
ments: the Calabash Hotel. also offer-
ing private plunge pools at some suites
and rooms; and Secret Harbour, with
four-poster beds and private balconies.

For more information, call the Grenada
Board of Tourism (800) 927-9354.

Mg
JAMAICA, ONE OF the most beauuful
islands in the Caribbean, has one of the
oldest traditions of hospnahtv in the
Caribbean region.

Once the island of choice for well-
heeled wealthy travelers and celebrities,
Jamaica now is at the top of evervone's
travel wish list.

Jamaica was the first island to intro-
duce couples-only and all-inclusive
resort hotels, now a staple among hon-
eymoon travelers. Newlyweds have had
enough decision-making for a while,
and the one-price-for-all formula simpli-
fies their travel plans significandy. They
also say that that they are more likely to
try new activities if they are not charged
individually for them. The downside, if
it can be called a downside, is that cou-
ples have so much fun they often don’t
leave the hotel property to visit the
wealth of island awractions:

When visitors take to Jamaica’s coun-
tryside, they are often awed by Jamaica's
beauty and fascinated by its history and
culture. Jamaica has a lush interior and
rounded Blue Mountains, where the
internationally popular coffee is harvest-
ed. The island also has cool, dark cav-
erns and steamy jungles. It has second-
w-none golf courses in additon to everv
watersport vou can think of. Jumaien
has lively nightspots where the island’s

For The BRIDE



ENCHANTED GARDEN, JAMAICA

own voice — reggae music— is raised in
song every night. The island has festivals
and street parties year-round. The
island’s people have a thriving arts and
crafts market, with everything from
local batik sportswear to wood canvings
and paintings..

DINING

Jamaican cuisine is also owtstanding,

Crrinag 100&

especially when island-g
combined in tangy saucahke' ] hrbe
cue sauce. Ackee, the national
be served up beautifully, ]
preparing it yourselves...
is toxic. Ask for the fruity d d
“matrimony,” if you don ee it on
menus. Most hotels have gogﬁl_'eslau-
rants and there's plenty of aliernatives in
the stand’s many c.xsu‘ll e‘ncryes and

roadside jerk stands (ask your concierge
for local recommendatons). In Montego
Bay, the award-winning Sugar Mill
restaurant at the Half Moon Golf. Tennis
and Beach Club has outstanding food in
a romantic environment. Marguerite's bv
the Sea and Julia’s are other top choices.
In Negril. Rick's Cafe is aimost mandato-
ry, while the Negrii Tree House and The
Hungrv Lion are also good. In Ocho
Rios. the Ruins is enchanting, as is Evita’s
and The Almond Trze at the Hibiscus
Lodge.

HOTELS

The popularity of all-inclusives
spurred almost all of the island’s hotels
to offer all-inclusive packages of their
own, so if you find a hotel appealing,
ask if it has all-inclusive packages. For
instance, the Half Moon Golf, Tennis
and Beach Club and Round Hill, both
in Montego Bay, offer all-inclusive pack-
ages that are irresistible. Ciboney Spa
and Beach Resort, a gorgeous all-inclu-
sive hotel in. Ocho Rios, has a level of
sophisticadon that is unusual among all-
inclusives.

The three biggest resort areas are
Montego Bay, Negril and Ocho Rios.
While Port Antonio is not in the
tourism mainstream, it is one of the
. most beautiful spots on the planet.

JAMAICAN HATS



Negril has a seven-mile stretch of beach
that never fails to tuke one’s breath
away. In addition to Sandals Negril.
check out the swanky\Grand Lido. and
the sporty Swept Away, ail of which con-
sistently earn praise from honeymoon-
ers. Montego Bav is where most of the
resorts are: The Half Moon Golf, Tennis
and Beach Club, Round Hill. Trvall
Golf, Tennis and Beach Club. the
Wvndham Rose Hall and two. fine
Sandals resorts. Ocho Rios has been
zaining in popularity as well as in its
hotel options. Heading the list are
Ciboney, the Enchanted Gardens. Sans
Souci and the Jamaica Inn. Sandals
Dunn's River and Sandals Ocho Rios
are fine choices as is Couples, Jamaica's
first couples-only, all-inclusive resort.

For more information call the Jamaica
Tourist Board (800) 233-4]TB.

PUERTO: Roi C0:
Even though Puerto Rico is a U.S. terri-
tory, it is much more Latin in its
demeanor. There’s no disguising the
Latin temperament in the arts, the fest-
vals, the architecture and the lore.
Puerto Rico takes first place for preser-
vation of culture in a U.S. territory.
Puerto Rico is a large island—110 by
35 miles—and has tremendous diversity,
from gently rolling mountains to jun-
gles to caves. Most honeymooners stay
close to San Juan, although some of the
finest places to stay may be outside of

the city. If time permits, spend a few"

days in San Juan and a few days in the
country, perhaps at one of the small
inns, called paradors.

San Juan is divided into Old San

Juan and the bustling commercial cen-.

ter of new San Juan, where you'll find
the Condado, a strip of glitzy high-rise
hotels and casinos along the rocky
Adantic ceastline. If a beach is part of
your San_]uan honeymoon plan, consid-
er the Caribe HiltBn, with its own
beach, or one of the hotels closer to the
airport, such as the grand El-San Juan
Hotel and The Sands Hotel and Casino.
Old San Juan is a wonderful place.
You two will wander arm-in-arm along
narrow cobbled streets with Spanish

386

stucco buildings, adorned by elaborate
grillwork on wrought-iron balconies.
You may think you've entered another
century until you run into boutiques
featuring well-known fashion designers,
fine china and crystal, and other dury-
free shops, not to mention the cruise
ships lolling. In Old San Juan. visit El
Morro, the often-photographed foit;
the Pablo Casals Museum. with the

famous cellist’s memorabilia: and the
lovely Casa Blanca (the white house),
built in1523 by Ponce de Leon.

Outside of San Juan, the Rio Camuy
Cave Park is a 300-acre preserve with 2
fascinating cave system and an under-
ground river. Nearby is the Arecibo
Observatory, where scientists study rzdio
waves from distant galaxies. Don’t miss
El Yunque, the only tropical rain forest

For The BRIDE
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Diving Into a Brand New Life

hether you are an
experienced scuba

diver or you've simply

wondered what it’s [ike

to try looking at the
world beneach the sea’s surface,
honeymooners who choose the
Caribbean can experience one of the
scrongest appeals of that region of
sunny islands and calm waters. Of all
the world's famous dive destinations,
the Caribbean is most accessible to
North Americans — and the variery
tound on the islands themselves (flac
and sandy, mountainous and jungly)
1s just as great beneach the waters
that surround them.

In early September, Hurricane
Luis did extensive damage to several
islands in the northeast Caribbean,
including reefs surrounding them;
most of the region was mercifully
spared. When making travel plans,
check with a knowledgeable source
for up-to-date information.

Five hundred years of colorful
history have left above-ground forrs
and mansions, rolling planeations and
picturesque towns; beneath the sea;
there are sunken ships and cannons,
forests of coral and sponges, and a
wealth of jewel-colored sea creatures
to watch. Best of all, the islands cater
to your level of skill; you can take
your first lesson or go on a complex
wall dive deep beneach the waves.
And if one of you is 2 commicted
scuba diver, but the other is quice
concent to snotkel over a reef, chere
are plency of places that will sarisfy
vou both by providing lots to do on
land as well. For couples who are
both scuba-obsessed, there are even
live-aboard dive boats.

To find your perfect spoc, a
good travel agent can help. So can

your dive club or a knowledgeabie
diving equipment store and peopie
you know who have recently
visited the islands to dive. There
are excellent divers” guidebooks as
well, so check your local bookstore.
We've found, too. that asking
vourselves the following questions
is a good way to start:

¢ Is diving a passion or something
you simply think might be fun to
try? Do both of you feel the same -
way? Are there other activities just as
(or more) important? Check out the
availability of these as well.

¢ Is one of you a diver, and che
other just tolerant and in love? This
could help determine the resort you
choose. In legendary dive spocs like
Belize, Bonaire and the Cayman
Islands some places to stay offer locs
else to do, and non-divers to taik to.
In others, the clientele is so
specialized cthat you'll never hear
abour anything above the water; the
non-diver is well-advised to bring
along something to read.

¢ Is cost a factor? Diving can be

224 ELEGANT BRIDE DECEMBER 1995/JANUARY 794

2
3
z
3
=<
z

Caynian Islands

SLEGANT 3R1DE
greensars. NC

1= MONTHLY

JAN

an expensive add-on, bur the
Caribbean’s all-inclusive resorts like
Sandals, SuperClubs and Club Med
often include dives as part of the
package. [t's worth checking ouz. So
are special dive packages in resorts
across the length and breadch or che
Caribbean.

* Is underwarer photography your
primary interest? Then opt for a place
wich good visibility and abundant sea
life; if wrecks are your thing, vou're
likely to end up in turbulent warers
where visibility isn’c grear. And if
you're into spearfishing, don't go to
the Caribbean; most islands prohibit
it to protect their marine heritage.

* Do you want to learn how o
dive on your honeymoon? Ask if the
hotel you want to stay ac offers a
“resner course,” what it involves and
what it costs. There are also ways you
can complete your cerrification with
an open-water dive, if you leamned in
a pool, and quick refresher courses if
you haven't dived in a long time.

A few reminders: take along your
cerrification, if you have it. If you
have good equipment you're
comfortable with —— except for tanks
and weights — make a place to pack
it; you can often save on rental
charges and may be happier with
your own gear. Delicate equipment
like a regulator with a pressure-gauge
should be packed in a hard-sided,
locked suitcase. Don’t forget your
diver's first-aid kit, including
Sudafed for sinus blockage, some
swimmer’'s ear medication and
something for coral scrapes. It's all
easier (and cheaper) to buy before you
leave home. Take along a hat, a long-
sleeved shirt and lots of sunblock;
dive boats seldom have any shelter.

If you haven't fixed on che perfect

!



here was no doubt about
it—I didn't fit in. The crowd
around me at Rick’s Café in
Negril, on the western end
of Jamaica, wore tans, cornrows,
flip-flops, and Red Stripe-induced
slouches. I was pale and sober. But
we had one thing in common: We
were glued to the scene in front of us.

A lone diver stood gingerly on a
rock outcropping 25 feet above a
deepwater pcol. His arms swept
skyward, and he stepped forward,

J ICA

Louganis-like, into the void. But at
the jast second, he lost his nerve,
and the perfect-ten swan dive be-
came a belly-burning cannonball.
The crowd let out a sigh of disap-
poirtment. Offshore, a boatful of
revelers showed their disapproval
by dropping trou en masse. Twice.
[ know what you're thinking. Why
should I spend a lot of money to go
to Jamaica and get mooned? But
that’'s Negril—more lighthearted
than Montego Bay, more laid-back

Yi¥2ie
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“than Ocho Rios. Negril's past repu-

tation as a groovy crash pad, where
a young Euro crowd reggaed away
the days and slept on the beach at
night, is certainly justified. And its
location—a solid hour and a haif from
the airport in Montego Bay—deterred
vacationers eager to hit the beach.

But now Negril’s relaxed atmo-
sphere and fair prices are luring
travelers away from MoBay and
Ocho Rios. There are still plenty of
young people, and seven-mile-long

The Endless Beach

ﬂ“’__.g_;.\:- - -W -W” o
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Negril Beach is still ablaze with
activity at night. But a more sophis-
ticated crowd is encroaching, and
the unthinkable has happened: An
18-hole golf course opened a little
more than a year ago. '
The sea change in Negril is partly
due to the arrival in recent years of
the- all-inclusive resorts, which
have brought with them a different
clientele. Where once small, run-
down hotels were the norm, now
sprawling resorts such as Grand
Lido, Sandals Negril, Hedonism 11,
and Swept Away rule the waves.
Of course, all-inclusive resorts
come with some caveats attached.
I find the atmosphere somewhat

forced. Even if you're determined to,

relax, you're surrounded by people
running from tennis to StairMaster
to windsurfing—whew-—and that’s
before breakfast. All this aerobic
activity goes on from morning to
night, so guests have little energy
to get out and see the sights.
Grand Lido's atrium lobby, with
multilevel waterfalls and streams,
acres of marble, and a nearly un-

by Susan Spencer
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locatable reception desk, reminded
me of a cruise ship run aground. It
has 200 rooms and suites, so guests
who want the ambience of a comfy
little inn will have to keep driving.

Those caviis aside, [ found much
to enjoy at Grand Lido, especially
its stunning two-mile beach on
Bloody Bay. These sands are made
for lolling—and I loiled. Also, the
sunset cruise on the Zein, the
vacht that carted Princess Grace
and Prince Rainier around the Med-
iterranean on their honeymoon.
was wonderful, thanks to the
potent combination of rum punches
and the Octavious Allen Mento
Trio. who sang Jamaican folk songs.

Then there’s the nude beach, which
is more popular, I found, with bod-
ies wrinkled than bodies beautiful.
(My suite overlooked this stretch of
sand, providing a shocking view when
[ opened the curtains.) But that’s
about as radical as Grand Lido
gets, unlike its neighbor across the
road, Hedonism 1I, whose, er, faith-
ful clientele returns year after year

for the naked-underneath toga par-
ties. Grand Lido manages to keep
its pants on, by and large, attract-
ing couples of all ages, although
families tend to gravitate to nearby
Poinciana Beach Resort or the pop-
ular Boscobel Beach in Ocho Rios.
Down the road but miles away in
atmosphere is Swept Away. Where
Grand Lido goes for over-the-top
pizzazz, Swept Away eschews the
landscaped look in favor of bunga-
lows tucked into a jungle of foliage.
When it pours, it’s like being in the
middle of a dense rain forest.

Sheer Romance

Swept Away is a big love letter,
from the palm-studded beach to the
garden gazebo with sheer white cur-
tains that billow in the breeze to
the huge, bedlike sofa in the lobby
(don’t worry, this isn’t Hedonism—
people just sit on it). Romance rules
at Swept Away; that nice young
couple sitting next to you at break-
fast are likely to be honeymooners.
Fortunately for guests who can only

take so much love-struck nuzzling,
the newlyweds are balanced by
older couples and multigenerational
families, many of whom are 'repeat
customers.

Unlike the honeymooners, most
guests won't be spending more than
a few hours a day in their cedar-
accented rooms and suites. Here |
found one thoughtful feature: In-
stead of a cramped living room
taking up half the floor space, the
rooms have terraces that are more
like outdoor boudoirs, with chaise
longues and huge slab tables.

Guests have to outguess Ja-
maican taxi drivers to reach Swept
Away’s ten-acre sports center, lo-
cated on the other side of Nerman
Manley Boulevard. But once there
you'll find an Olympic-sized pool,
ten tennis courts staffed by pros,
squash courts, weight and aerobics
roomns—in short, one of the most

Left: Swept Away commands a gorgeous
stretch of Negril Beach. Below: Grand
Lido’s Bloody Bay is anything but.
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Grand Lido, 800/859-7873
Hedonism II, 800/859-7873
Swept Away, 800/545-7937
Tensing Pen Village,
309/957-4417

112 DIVERSION « JANUARY 1996

Away from its frenetic beach, Negril has its moments of peace and quiet.

compiete fitness compiexes that |
saw in Jamaica. And in case you
overdo it on the Nautilus, Swept
Away offers a couples’ massage class
(“Bring your own oil").

The all-inclusives aren’t the only
hotels changing the rface of Negril.
Many of the properties in the West
End, where the beach ends and the
boat-crunching cliffs start, have
been reborn as small hotels aimed
at travelers for whom the all-
inclusive concept holds little ap-
peal. The standout here is Tensing
Pen Village. Next door to Rick’s
(but out of stereo range), Tensing
Pen is a quiet oceanfront haven on
the cliffs, its ten thatched-roof tree
houses and intimate bungalows lost

-:‘7 Te

SN

in a secluded jungle of palms.
Each bungalow is open to the
elements, with screens, louvered
windows, ceiling fans, hand-carved
beds, and often outdocr showers.
Steps cut out of the cliff descend to
a swimming cove, but the most idyi-
lic spot is the single hut on a spit of
land jutting out into the sea, where
two hammocks—almost always oc-
cupied—are washed by the breezes.
The other nice thing about Tensing
Pen is the cost: Daily rates range
from $100 for a bungalow to 3300
for a three-room villa, with a
kitchen and maid service, that's
easily shared by two coupies.
Tensing Pen has a communal kitch-
en where you can cook up your own
island specialties, but Negril has a
range of restaurants that are too
tempting to pass up. My favorite is
Cosmo’s, a true beach bistro, where
savory conch soup, grilled lobster
and kingfish, and rum punches are
served to the pounding of the surf.
From Tensing Pen (and the West
End’s other small hotels, such as
Xtabi and Home Sweet Home), it’s
a short walk or bike ride to the
Negril Lighthouse, at the western-
most point of the island. Climb to
the top for sweeping views of the
cliffs. You can also hit a few balls at
the Negril Hills Golf Club.
And don't miss the reggae clubs
that line Negril Beach. Half expect-

- ing legions of stoned undergrads, I

was apprehensive about the clubs.
But what I found was an eclectic
group of people, from young men
playing chess to middle-aged vaca-
tioners, kids in cornrows, and lo-
cals hawking trinkets. While I
wouldn’t wander down the beach at
night by myself, I felt very safe here
and wasn't hassled in the slightest.
Try De Buss, on Norman Manley
Boulevard; the abandoned huil of a
bus out front is a relic from Dr. No,
the James Bond movie that was
filmed in Jamaica in the 1960s.
Then there’s Rick’s. Fair warning:
If you spend too much time watching
the divers, you'll show up at the of-
fice on Monday with a sunburn—and
a head covered with cornrows. ®m

Susan “No problem” Spencer is
senior editor of Diversion.
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Tips offered for those planning

Gannett News Service

business avelers’ standards. Other
good bets: the clubby 31-room Vie-
toria and the boutique-style Hotel
Sevilla.

Varadero's newest hotels feature
lush gardens. vast pool decks. mo-
tel-size rooms with. crummy-but-new
mattresses and pleasant-but—inade-
quate service. Best bets: Spanish-
run Sol Palmeras, Melia Varadero

The U.S. embargo does not forbid
L3, citizens from going to Cuba. It
restricts  tourists from spending
money that may prop-up the Cuban

_economy. Americans who evade re-
strictions violate a little-enforced
..regulation against “trading with the

enemy.
@ ELIGIBILITY: Travelers need

‘ a and Melia Las Americas; the Ger-
visa (560 per person) from the man-run Tuxpan and Bella Costa:
.Cuban Interests Section in Wash- and Jamaican allinclusive Club Va-
ingtop. D.C.. (202:797-8518). For _radero, a sister 1o SuperClub.

‘questions on eligibility, call the Li-
-censing Division. office of Foreign

. Assets Control, US. Treasury De

Jamnaica.
Gourmet, go home.
buy-a buffet meal .

sporty Jamaica
B® DINING:
Everyone else,

partment (202-622-2480) -~ - _planat the hotel. From the simple to
"M CURRENCY: Take mé'i:_x?fstlaifi.s_h;mév?ﬁis’MéﬁaTC&;-
erything BRACEALE s s geturés mounds DLIEEL
Credit & kIS8 e implestisafest O
B, S S
1ab to/go betw ére’s ] ‘regulation.
‘ radero.:For;a chiéap IEr-Cy o ) guai ‘have an)
--{fetbuy-a%&oﬁé&a&ffgréon-or’x‘e’;‘éf “mentio eager-]
{ihe airconditioned tour, buses leav . 36 for fried
tirig daily’Fom major hotes Rental 7 -fried steak 9 -¢hicken. 2
3 cars'run $45-365 per day: Prep 5 Lsdrinksin the Spaishr Solonial
+drive with litle fraffic o few S e Hot Sevllor the |
"lights; niles arid gas ns. -, Torre, atop the
W LODGING:; Oxly’ Siness skyscraper.. |
elers pay nightly $30-517
“hotels.” Evefyone &l LR
iage tour. Can. dians - *-Havana, .
1 total of $500-5800 per perso uff lqu‘t__hgéj%
seven-night Varadero ~hal by sgver'al 0=+
cluding, airfare, lodging, breakfast ¢ es to the author’s’
and di e ¥ 3 a”subiirbs.-Stroll. the nar-i:

;highly, but a self-proclaimed five- famous Cath cameo-size art
istar spot is more e a three- or eries and throbbing street cul-
tfour-star US. hotel. Havana's top ho- ture. Go political: Visit the Museum: |

a trip to Cuba -
nightclub — chesty dancers wear
ing chandelier hats and little else.

B MUST SEE: Save an evening
for the daily cannon firing ceremony
at Havana's Castillo of San Carlos de
Cabanna, one of three forts buiit by
Spain to guard Havana Harbor. Sol-
diers in 18th-century artillery regt
ment uniforms march up to the can-
non battery and fire a shot into the

sea Study the fort or simply stand
on the ramparts and look over Ha-

vana at an hour when night cloaks
its bruises.

'tels have ‘handsome lobbigs, v of the, Cuban Reyolution in the for; %y
1sparkling bars, mediocre mattresspsﬁmgr@fﬁ;{en\alfpdys fora’Castro->
tin big rooms and clueless service. . ized vérsion of ustory.. - gy 271
“The glizy, new Melia Cohiba and s+YVaradero Visitors -who can St
lthe opulent Nacional, where US. = from the beach g0 snorkeling and
teelebs stayed during Havana's sinful *- sample the hotel shows modeled on’
“heyday, both meet U.S. leisure 'aﬁd‘._f‘ﬂavana'str;legendary -Tropicana ™
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Junkanoo jumps

The exciting -colors’ of ‘Junkanoo , Ined - e recont ‘rec
celebrating the official opening of SupérClubs’ Breez@s ohdplddtoﬂmoop-nm c
Watson, dgeputy prime minister and minister of Tourlsm, second from right, Joined SuperClubs
chairman John issa durlng nceptlon at 19lhlnnual Caribbun 'rourlsm Conforonco.
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Adventure Tours USA golf vacations remain above pe

Golfers can discover a new
place to play a round with an

Adventure Tours USA Golf
Vacation.
Whether it's to the sun-

drenched beaches of Mexico or a
tropical paradise in the Caribbean,
Adventure Tours offers a vacation
for everyone. And if golf is not the
game of choice, more than 120 sun-
filled resort destinations available
threugh Adventure Tours offer
water sports, tennis, entertainment,
dining and relaxation.

Busy travelers now have more
exciting destinations to choose
from. Adventure Tours makes a
vacation booking easy with its no-
hassle air/hotel packages or new
land-only vacations.

“Many of our golf vacations
offer three, four and seven-night
trips for less than regularly sched-
uled airfare to exotic locations in
the Caribbean and Mexico,” says
Jack Richards, Adventure Tours
USA's chief operating officer. “We
have expanded our golf vacations
this year to a wider range of resorts
so all travelers can find the vacation
experience they seek.”

One phone call can take care
of all vacation planning, from con-
firming non-stop flight arrange-
ments from D/FW International
Airport to many of the Mexican and
Caribbean resort areas, to hotel
reservations, to airport transfers,
and all the way down to details such
as luggage handling. Many of the
popular resorts have all-inclusive

vacations, which include unlimited
green fees for the avid golfer.

Celebrating its 20th anniver-
sary, Adventure Tours 1is the
Southwest’s largest vacation pack-
age company. With its size and lead-
ership in the travel industry,
Adventure Tours is able to provide
vacationers with some of the best
vacation values available.

Among this year's most popu-
lar Adventure Tours USA vacation
destinations are:

CLUB OASIS MARIVAL
PUERTO VALLARTA, MEXICU

Guest staying at the newly ren-
ovated all-inclusive Club Oasis
Marival Beach Resort can enjoy
playing on the beautiful nearby Los
Flamingos 18-hole course designed
by Percy Clifford. The par-72
course is 5,746 yards long.
Affordable golf vacation packages
begin at $419 per person for three
nights or a land-only package for as
little as $215. Other attractions
include beaches, tennis, swimming
pools and nightly entertainment.

CAESAR PARK BEACH &
GOLF RESORY

.CANCUN, MEXICO

The only complete golf resort
in Cancun is surrounded by the
turquoise-blue Caribbean Sea and
sugar-white beaches. Caesar Park’s
Aoki-designed 18-hole, par-72

MORNING NEWS
FEB. 25,1996
Readership:

championship course horders the
Nichupte Lagoon and winds
through ancient Mayan ruins. The
6,641-yard course provides a chal-
lenge to golfers of all skill levels. A
wide range of clinics for golfers
from the duffer to the scratch golfer
are available. A three-night
air/hotel package starts at $439 per
person or land-only packages are
available from $205 per person for
three nights.

CIBONEY SPA & BEACH RESORY
OCHO RIOS, JAMAICA

This is the only AAA Four-
Diamond all-inclusive resort in
Jamaica. Two 18hole golf courses
are located nearby (green fees and
transportation to the courses are
included). The resort also has one
of the most luxurious full-service
spas in the Caribbean. Tennis and
water sports are other pleasant
diversions for Ciboney visitors. A
three-night all-inclusive vacation
package can be purchased for as lit-
tle as $799 per person, including

roundtrip airfare from Dallas/Fort
Worth.

JACK TAR VILLAGE BEACH
RESORY & CASING

PUERTO PLATA, DOMIRNICAR
REPUBLIC :

Golf at the ailinclusive Jack
Tar Village in Puerto Plata is often
described as taking place at one of
the best courses ever created. The

821,94



between the Atlantic Ocean and the
Caribbean Sea. The 6,918-yard, par-
72 links-style course was designed
by five-time British Open champion
Leonard Thompson, and offers a
spectacular view of the sea while
providing a challenging round.
Other attractions include warm,
sandy beaches, an extinct volcano,
and casinos. Adventure Tours has
seven-night, all-inclusive air/land
vacations from $869 per person
from Dallas/Fort Worth and seven-
night all-inclusive packages fro Ft.
Lauderdale, Fla., starting at $539
per person.

| SUPERCLUBS BREEZES
RUNAWAY BAY, JAMAICA

_ Located on the north shore of
. Jamaica, SuperClubs Breezes is
home to the island’s only golf
school. Top teaching pros can
assist in improving a golf game
through the use of the latest video
and computer technology. The 18-
hole PGA course, designed by
Major John Harris, offers mes-
merizing views of the Caribbean

- R _and its white, sandy beaches.
6730-yard Robert Trent J’ones lay- son, and land-only prices start at Green fees are included, and
out encircles "the resort and $225 per person for three nights. guests may play as often as they

includes majestic views of the lush, like. The SuperClubs Super-
green Mt. Isabel del Torres. Green%ACK YAR VII.LAGE RESORT & Inclusive vacation (everything is
fees are included in the package CASINO included in one price) begins as
price. When not golfing, the resort ST. KIﬂs,WEST INDIES low as $799 per person for three-
has the country s largest and most day air/land vacations and $599
luxurious casino and disco. Three- The Royal St. Kitts Golf Clubis per person for three-night land-

night stays begin at $569 per per- located on a narrow strip of land only packages.
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World Golf Expo
returns to Dallas

The largest golf show in the
South, The Dpallas Morning
News World Golf Expo, tees up for
its sixth season on March 1-3 at the
Infomart,

The World Golf Expo will fea-
ture nearly 200 exhibitors and
activities. Some of the highlights
include the Golf Corp. Lesson
Center and the Buick Video Swing
Analysis Center, where Northern
Texas PGA professionals will be
offering lessons to help get your
swing ready for the upcoming golf
season.

" New this year will be the addi-
tion of the KRLD Newsradio
Putting Center, where attendees

- can get help from Northern Texas

PGA professionals with their
putting stroke. All of these areas
will feature Cobra Golf's latest
equipment,

Pro Shops from local country
clubs and golf courses, as well as
local golf retailers, will also be on
hand selling golf equipment, appar-
el and accessories at bargain
prices. )
Golf resorts from Texas,
Arkansas, Baja California, Canada,
Colorado, Florida, Jamaica,
Mexico, Michigan, New Mexico,
the Carolinas and Tennessee will
be on hand to help plan this year’s
golf vacations. '

The event will feature repre-
sentatives from top-line club manu-
facturers such as Cobra, Ping,
Founders, Nicklaus, Ray Cook,

Wood Bros. and more, plus the
opportunity to demo their latest
1996 equipment at the Northern
Texas PGA Demo Center. In sup-
port of the introduction of their
new isi irons, Ping will have factory
club fitting experts on hand to fit
show attendees for custom-buiit
Ping Golf equipment.

Events like the World Long
Putt Challenge will give golfers an
opportunity to win weekend golf
getaways, a set of Cobra
Metalwoods, Ping golf balls, tickets
to the Colonial Invitational
Tournament in Fort Worth, and
the grand prize, a golf vacation to
Jamaica, courtesy of Adventure

Tours . USA and \SuperClubs.

The Dallas Mormitig News
World Golf Expo-will be held on
March 1.3 at the Infomart, located
at 1950 Stemmons Freeway. Show
hours are 5 to 10 p.m. on Friday,
March 1; 10 am. to 6 p.m. on
Saturday, March 2; and 11 a.m. to 6
p-m. on Sunday. General admission
tickets are $7, and children 12 and
under are free. Look for dollar-off
coupons in The Dallas Morning

News. Tickets are available atthe. |-

door. -

The 6th Annual Dallas
Morning News World Golf Expo is a
production of Events Marketing &
Management, and is presented in
cooperation with the Northern
Texas PGA, Cobra Golf, Ping Golf,
Adventure Tours USA, Michelob,
KZPS-FM and KRLD-AM.
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Expo diversions come
in variety of formats

By Matt McKay

Special Contributor to The Dallas Morning News
While exposing them to an army

of club and clothing manufacturers

and golf vacation representatives,

the 1996 Dallas Morning News
World Golf Expo will allow patrons .

to rock and roll off the tee and get .
\the facts on theu' puttmg skills.

The Northern Texas PGA, also 3

ransady

sponsors of the event, w111 have ar-,
ea pros on hand to nge Iessons at’

|WORLD GOLF EXPO

Nn HOURS Friday 5-10 p.m.; Saturday
.' 10a.m-6 p-m.; Sunday. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

MORNING NEWS

| | WHENIVIHERE. March 1-3, Dallas In-
fomart.

] ADMISSION. $7 chiidren under 12
free. ™

%3 Club, Nickiaus Golf, Ray Cook and

ood Brothers also will have dis-

layboothsatth Expo and most |

e
om.;
Faas

der 12 are admitted .

31 fcoup_i)‘r;s will be of}
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CHAPPENINGS

Africm-Amu-ianAnsFesdval Greensbom, .

N.C. Celebrating black culture through music,

'dance, theater and visual arts. Highlighting the

resuval. which runs March 17, is a kar--

;ﬂ(l) (Swa]nli for’: feut) on l-‘nday 910-333-
& AT

’ A i et

Azalea‘sm Mdbile. Ala. View the ., .
. in full bloom, indudin:tthe gndeof
. variety “
.'-'Mobile. day

Fi] Sénd travel :tems to H*elen"l-;olzer Thé .

downmwn churches -

hilhﬁshuSmmhsmual international arts
Featuréd performeérs are winners of

presdgmus international music competitions.

- 31.325 770-427-6494.

| ..ing local bospitality: Yenezuela, March 16-23; - *

.~Paris,

N

Sunday Stroils at Birmingham Botanical
Gardens. Birmingham. Presenting free waiks
and gardening workshops. 3-4 p.m. Sundays.
Through March. 205-879-1227.

AROUND TOWN

Super Clubs of Jamaica. Seminar by Travel
gents International on picking the right travel

club. 6 p.m. March 6. $2; §1 in advance. 6050

Peachtree Parkway, Norcross 770-242-3820.

Worldwide Travelogs. Featuring “New Zea-
land” with producer Ken Armstrong. Film and
talk include sites from the North and South Is-
lands to Mount Cook. 2:30 p.m. today, $7, Unit-
ed Artists Midtown Cinemas, 931 Monroe
Drive; 2:30 p.m. Monday, $6, Cobb Civic Cen-
ter, 548 S. Marietta Parkway, Marietta; 7:1S
p.m. Tuesday. $7, Toco Hills Theater, 300.:
North Druid Hills Road 404-872-2679.

ESCAPES

Adventurs for Smgls. Ecological expedi-
tion to Costa Rica’s beaches and forests. June
10-17; deposit by March 25. 770-956-0437.

Atlanta Ski Club. Trips include Tahoe, March

9-16, and Snowbird, March 24-31. 404-255-
4800

Discovery Tours. Trips mclude Plantations
and Gardens of the South, seven days by motor
coach, $575; Andalusia, Spam March 15-25,
$1,755; Mexican. Rmera cruise, Apnl 7- 14

Emory "University - Tnvel Tours. Trips in- -

clude St. Patrick’s Day in Ireland, March 12- .

18, and Australia and New Zealand May 18- .
__'_June 1. 770-393 3721 -

. Exploﬂbom. Featurvmg’escorted tours to Be- -
- lize and a ruins adventure, April 19-27, and
Peruand Bolivia, June 19-July 2. 770-438-7757

- Explore Exotic Kenya. Photo safari_ mclud&s
- Visits to national parks with tented camps and -
lodge accommodations. Optional trips. avaxl-_ E
able. Marchl3~27‘ $4,950 770-844-0810. °

1 Flying Doctors. of Amenca. Nonprofit edi-
~; cal and deatal group oﬂ‘enng aid in  déveloping’
countnes spomors mercy mission tours featur- -

Colombu, March .30-April 7; Dominican Re- J
gpubllc, April 10-15. and May 29-June 3; Thai-~ ]
:‘land, April 26-May 10; Peru, June 17-26 and

e 30.Sept, 7, 1382 805 704313068
ﬂn of French Omament Tours. Es= i

."corted tours include: _Paris and the LoireVal-: '
“ley, Mamuunel reservation.sL o 4lzy3March‘ 15 c-

and Lyon, Sept. 4-1 resem} A3
~tions by June 25, 770-399-0962.» SR :,,g,.,

. =Zuﬂch Switurland. Attend the International ¥
s ‘Counn'y&WestemMusicMuval March’lS o

March 3-9: 800-868-3378.

wE
ur “In the Steps” |

. Southern Trels. S
otMaryQueenofScots, thhaspecxalshow-*'}'
P mgofMary's ewels.

713, 52884, 068
WAL I S e

Atlanta ]ournal-Constttutlon ‘P.0.iBox :;
~.4689, Atlanta, 'Gd.-30302. Items must "3
" include date, time, “locationi, cost dnd -

day phone number. Deadline is three .
weeks before the event. (
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World Golf Expo returns
to Atlanta Feb. 16-18

The Atfanta Business Chronicle, in cooperation with the
Georgia PGA (GPGA), tees up for its fourth season of the
World Golif Expo, a complete consumer-oriented golf show.

This year's event will be held at the Cobb Gaileria
Centre February 16-18 and will feature travel and golf
product exhibits, retail equipment sales, tournament style
competitions, free professional goif instruction, and the
latest 1996 golf equipment.

On hand will be representatives from top-ine manufac-
turers such as Cobra, Ping, Cleveland, Dexter, Etonic,
Founder’s, Hogan, Lynx, Maxfli, Pro Select, Ram, Ray
Cook, Taylor Made, Titleist, Tommy Armour, and Zevo.
Attendees will also be able to- ‘demo the latest golf clubs
from these compames in the Pepsi-Cola Club Demo
Center.

GPGA professnonals will help golfers prepare their
swings for the upcommg season by providing free lessons
and video swing analysis in the Michelob PGA Lesson’

"Center and the ForelGeorgia Video Center. New this year
will be the Adventure Tours USA Putting Lesson Center .
where GPGA professronals wull help golfers wnth thelr
putting stroke. -

Pro Shops from local country clubs and golf courses as
weil as local golf retailers will also be on hand selling
equipment, apparel and accessories at bargain prices.

Representatives from golf resorts in Georgia, Arkansas,
Baja California, Colorado, Florida, Michigan, North ,
Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee will be on hand -
to help plan this year's golf vacations. Adventure Tours
USA ano\SuEer Clubs will alse be on hand representing
goif destinations such as Cancun Jamaica, Grand '
Cayman, and many more.

_Challenge will give golfers the opportunity to win Pro-Am
spots a'ﬁheGeorg;a Open. GPGA Goff Passes, putters, -

goif getaways, and a dream golf vacation to Ireiand.

The grand prize for the Expo is a dream goif vacation for
two to Jamaica courtesy of Adventure Tours USA and
SuperClubs. Other prizes include weekend getaways to
Reynolds Plantation, Jekyll Istand, and Hickory Knob, video
lessons at the Great Golf Learning Center, Cobra metal-
woods, Ping golf balls, tickets to the Nationwide, the Bell
South Classic, and the Chtck-FI A Charity Championship
and much more.

The Atlanta Business Chronicle World Golf Expo will be
held on February 16-18 at the Cobb Galleria Centre locat-
ed on Cobb Parkway near the intersection of Interstate 75
and 285. Show hours are 5-10 p.m. on Friday, 10 a.m. to
6 p.m. on Saturday, and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday.
General admission is $7 and children 12-and-under are
free. Look for dotar-off coupons in the Atlanta Business
.Chronicle and Fore'Georgla Tckets are available at the
~ door. __ _
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Win a dream golf
vacation to Jamaica

Some lucky golfer will leave the World Golf Expo
with a dream golf vacation to Jamaica, courtesy of
Adventure Tours USA and Super Clubs Breezes
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18-tops for romance
Hawaii was ranked on top by the editors of the newsletter Roman-
tic Trveling for its best romantic travel destinations, They selected
the Petite Auberge of San Francisco 8s an award-wining choice be-
cause of its fireplaces, newly decorated Victorian rooms and location
at Union Square at the foot of Nob Hill.

The Sofitel Resort on the island of Moorea in Tahiti, the Old Taos )
Guest House in Taos, N.M., and Amelia Island Plantation in Florida -
are listed as great places for romanti¢ getaways. The Korakia Pen.
sione in Palm Springs, Calif., the Gosby House Inn in Pacific Grove,
Calif., and Breezes at Cable Beach, Nassau, the Bahamas, and at Mo,

.tego@al,_ Jamaica also received a high ranking, - __)
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‘ Jamaican resort provides
‘Girl Friday’ for the kids

By DAN FAGIN :
Washington Post News Service i i

The air was moist and the full
moon hung large and low over the’
Caribbean. We sat on the veran-
dah drinking wine and dipping
grilled lobster tails into melted
butter. A salty wind ruffled the
pink tablecloth and made the
candlelight flicker. The reggae
band started a new song, and a
murmur of recognition rippled
through the crowd of diners.
Could it really be ... the theme
from Sesame Street?

Indeed it was. And on this
spring week in Jamaica, we were
perhaps the only vacationing
crowd on the island that would
have noticed. We were at the
Franklyn D. Resort, otherwise
known as FDR, the family resort
at Runaway Bay that assigns kids
their own nanny for the week and

t if T
c‘;lléf)ggé parents to get lost, if they  g.ory tamily at the Franklyn

Happily, as our family dis- D. Resort in Jamaica is as-

covered, the FDR nickname is signed a Girl Friday who

; ; serves as housekeeper, ba-
the only incongruous thing about by-sitter and afl-around fa-

[T]See Jamaica, Page G4 cilitator.

Washington Post News Servica photo



Jamaica:
Bring the kids;
cveryone gets
a nanny

{Continued from Page G3)

this cleverly conceived and car-
ingly executed place. The resort
consists of 76 one-, two- and
three-bedroom suites. in several
three-story pink stucco buildings
surrounding an array of pool,
beach front, tennis court and
restaurant terrace.

Because FDR was built for fami-
lies. everything is close together
virtually within a child’s
- shouting distance.

The air-conditioned suites all
have kitchenettes that the resort
commissary will stock with milk,
juice, snacks and whatever other
staples you request, all at no ex-
tra cost. There are two play-
grounds, and a “kiddy center”
where little kids can hang
around in a toy-filled room and
bigger kids gather for videos and
Nintendo games (if their parents
are more indulgent than we) as
well as arts and crafts.

Everyone gets a nanny

FDR’s cleverest feature, how-
ever — and the reason we chose
the resort over its Jamaican rival
Boscobel and any number of
CTub Meds — is what the resort
calls its “Girl Friday” program.
Every family is assigned a Girl
Friday upon arrival; she spends
the week with you and your chil-
dren, serving as a housekeeper,
baby-sitter and all-around facili-
tator.

We had some reservations
about the whole Girl Friday
thing before we got to FDR. We
wouldn’t, for instance, be caught
dead calling anyone a “Girl Fri-
day,” a description we found con-
descending. Nor were we sure
we wanted some stranger hang-
ing around with us as we played
with our kids on the beach or
floated around in the pool. But
we liked the idea that our two
daughters, who are barely 1 and
almost 4, would have their own
baby-sitter when we wanted time
to ourselves. We had visions of
tennis and snorkeling by day and
intimate dinners — maybe even
followed by dancing — by night.

Ultimately, the reality of FDR
wound up matching our expecta-

.tions — and in some ways ex-

ceeding them. But it did take
‘some getting used to. Marjorie
Austin, our baby-sitter — we flat-
ly refused to refer to her as our
you-know-what — was quiet but
friendly, and both of our kids
were playing comfortably with
her within minutes of her arrival
at our suite. .

Marjorie told us she had been
working at FDR since the resort
opened five years ago, and it was
clear she had some well-estab-
lished ideas, based on long expe-
rience, of what most children
and parents like to do on vaca-
tion. As it turned out, we liked to
spend more time with the kids
than most vacationers in Mar-
jorie’s experience, which made
for some occasionally awkward
moments when we had to go
searching for Marjorie and the
girls and felt uncomfortable
about pulling them away from
her. Within a day or two, how-
ever, we had established a com-
fortable rhythm. .

Anna, our older daughter,
quickly fell in with a gang of 4-
and 5-year-olds and spent hardly
a minute unattached to at least
one of them for the duration of
the week, in a flurry of art pro-
jects and excursions, swimming
and sand castle building. In ac-
tivities sponsored by the kiddy
center, Anna assembled a flower
collection, learned Jamaican
folk dances, tie-dyed a T-shirt
(Marjorie added fringe and
beads), clowned around in the
pool with her new friends and
took a glass-bottomed boat ride
to a deserted beach for a shell

Washington Post News Service photo
Donkey rides are among the dozens of free activities that the
Franklyn D. Resort’s ‘kiddie center’ organizes for younger visitors.

hunt.

For whatever reason, maybe
because we were all feeling so
relaxed and happy, Anna felt in-
spired to try some things that we
didn’t expect from her, like eat-
ing Jamaican fried rice, running
arelay race and swimming in the
ocean.

She was even the first member
of our family to volunteer for the
goat race, in which the object
was to pull (or be pulled by) a
goat across the finish line. She
was shoved out of bounds by an
errant goat and finished last in
her heat, an achievement later
heroically matched by her fa-
ther. .

Our younger daughter, Lily,
took everything in stride, in a 1-
year-old way. She played at the
beach for hours each day, ingest-
ing what must have been a quart
of sand. Marjorie spent a lot of
time with her at the play area as
we took various excursions away
from the resort. We were so worn
out from doing nothing every day
that we never did make it to the
late-night piano bar, the casino
or the disco. Mostly we spent our
time simply enjoying the free-
gpdm to be or not to be with our

14S.

Pay for everything at once

The resort’s laid-back at-
mosphere .is nicely comple-
mented by its all-inclusive rates.
Unless you leave the compound,
there’s really no reason to touch
your wallet. Anna was thrilled to
stroll up to the pool-side bar and
request a “strawberry daiquiri
with no alcohol please” when-
ever she wanted. The abundance

of food available all day long lec
one- guest to compare the resor:
to a stationary cruise. In the ear-
ly evening there was a children’s
buffet that served tried-and-true
kid favorites like pasta and ham
burgers. A little later, an elegan
sit-down dinner — kids optiona
— was served on the terrace. The
cuisine was continental and Ja
maican. and much better than we
expected.

Just about the only reason ¢
spend money at FDR is for night
time baby-sitting. The nannie:
worked every day from about 9t
4:40 and wouid stay later for :
fee of 33 an hour. We ended u;
keeping Marjorie late for thre:
of our six nights at FDR, whic}
left Alison and me with a nic:
balance of quiet moonlit dinner:
and loud moonlit dinners.

My favorite moments from the
week were the evenings with the
kids. The night of the beach buf
fet, Anna was our family’s socia
ambassador, cruising from table
to table, saying hi to kids and en
couraging grown-ups to talk. She
and her gang — with Lily in un
steady pursuit — ran barefoo
around the beach, cadging plas
tic cups from the bar for sanc
castle molds and setting up resi
dence in front of the steel band
The kids played and danced anc
watched the performers until a
least 10 that night Lily fel
asleep in Alison’s arms, and An
na finally turned to me and said
“Daddy, I'm ready to go to bed.’
Now that's what I call a vacation.

If you go

B Getting There: Flights to the
clean and well-organized airpor
at Montego Bay are availabl:
from JFK (American .or Air Ja
maica) or Newark (Continental;
AirJamaica is usually the cheap
est. We paid $406.95 each for tw«
adult round-trip* tickets anc
$219.95 for a child’s ticket (laj
kids under 2 fly free). Midweei
fares are lower, and currentl
run as low as $299 per adult. I
you're not traveling during the
peak season (usually Decembe:
to mid-April) keep an eye out fo:
special Franklyn D. Resort pack
age fares that can reduce the
price of each adult ticket by $25i
or more.

‘B Documents: A passport ©
birth certificate (a certified cop
is OK) is a must for every mem
ber of the family, even newborns
Also be prepared to pay a sma:
departure tax (less than $13 pe
person) at Mountego Bay.
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Jamaica

By JULIE BLEVINS RIFFLE
4 Special to The State Super choice. If you want to begin
— — your married life in paradise — and
t's never too soon for you can't possibly wait a month —
a second honey- %gggg_ubs provides free weddings
moon.” That's our or resort guests and can usually
motto and we're put the details together about one
sticking to it. week after you provide the proper
When it comes to documents. Weddings include the
honeymooning in services of a wedding counselor,
-Jamaica, it’s never too soon to choice of resort, choice of location,
ease back into the “no prob- minister, marriage license, cham-
lem mon,” no tipping, no need pagne, Jamaican wedding cake,
to carry cash atmosphere of a flowers, music and, if needed, best
luxury all-inclusive resort, man, maid of honor and witness.
Couples who literally can’t
wait to begin their honey- Choose from contemporary
moons are choosing exotic Grand Lido in Negril, Sans Souci
packages that offer “destina- Lido in Ocho Rios, Boscobel Beach,
tion weddings,” followed by a family resort, Jamaica Jamaica re-
tropical honeymoon stays. sort on the North Coast, or Hedo-

nism I, the anything goes, party-all-
night mecca for diehard revelers.
Information: (800) 859-SUPER. or
see a travel agent.
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-here to go? What 8 do? -

You putienough pressure
on yourself trying to-arrange the
perfect wedding day. Your honey-
moon should be the time when
you put your feet.up and relax
together, when you look. at. one-
another with love struck eyes and
breathe, “Wow! We did it!”

According to Jennifer Heaton,
a travel counselor with. CAA
Travel, “nine out of 10 times I
hear the couple say that they're
looking forward more. to the hon-
eymoon than the wedding.” .

To help make your. destination
choices a little simpler, we asked
Heaton to fill us in on the most
popular couple-pleasing: honey-
moon holidays. Hawaiian destina-
tions are in great demand, she
told us, a8 is anywhere in the
Caribbean and any “all _=a_=.m_<cs
honeymoon package.: :+- '

i All inclusive resorts catering
specifically to couples are experts
at pampering new brides and
grooms. There’s no need to worry
about your budget — everything’s
paid for up front. Even in sum-
mer , months, Bermuda and
Caribbean destinations are “hot.”

“1f you're looking for a peaceful
driving holiday, look to the

—

Newril, Jamalca, coptony:
erlo“Fornia ntals! ales, .
m:..o...n_mrm :,mi@_«.:—.c%?u
{#ultra-elite; all-inclusive resort” is

ge—:ua u..o..e om nscaosm. Eon_o
AT N A 4 .

;are n<m:m_u_m o_:.ozmr golou
' Formal Rentals' & Sales, a <o=3..r
.ble: c:o-m»cv &woz for’ brides ‘an
their grooms; "'t 95119 Jhut.there’ _o
‘Bob‘Merlo’ mzﬁwcsm to" popud’=g ¢ m h:irau :
_B._av. om cruises, eo their’ 9:.:5_:. !

Pocono Mountains. Beautiful
scenery year-round, large resorts
with heart-shaped whirlpool :
baths and “condo-type” apart- °
ments are just some of the fea-
tures Heaton is sure you'll enjoy.
For couples with only a few 'days
to spend away, Las Vegas, Nassau
in the Bahamas and Orlando,
Florida - particularly Disney"
world honeymoons - take the
cake no matter what time of year
you travel. I
“Cruises are also very popular
with honeymooners,” explains’
Bob Merlo. Both he and his wife’
Pat are agents for the Travel
Source Network whose services

" number of es_E.n_ placés ahd’
thoroughly vavmu& too. 2174
.When' it'comes, 959* :
your, honeymoon destindtion dé
sion, it's'a’ moom idea to'choose mam»_bwn&
Smmermﬁ_ ‘To “help’ ‘make' th
process as' simple’'as’ possible ‘the 53—5 %oﬂ.
~ Travel Source Network ‘will® ‘even’
‘brochures or %2:. 'final®.

El_:m 9&88 :mrn 8 wéE. ron :

deliver’
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Jamaica: it’s hot -

Circ: 58,775
BY MERRILL WITTY

COURTESY OF JAMAICA TOURIST BUREAU

hink one more icy, gray
day will be the end of
you? Yearning to escape
to the sunny climes, the
swaying palms of the
Caribbean—if only for a few
days? No problem, as they say in
Jamaica—you can be there in a
few hours.

While autumn’s record number
of hurricanes made a mess of much
of the Caribbean, the West Indies
island of Jamaica was untouched,
leaving it a natural destination for
desperate snowbirds.

Insist upon convenience? Here
again, Jamaica’s a natural choice.
The newly resuscitated Air
Jamaica has chosen Baltimore-
Washington International Airport
as one of its major U.S. gateways,

Room service
with a smile at
the Half Mogan.

with a daily morning non-stop
flight to Montego Bay. (Most
other non-charters to the
Caribbean involve stops or
changes.) Since Air Jamaica has its
own counter at BWI, you don’t

even have to elbow your wayv-

through throngs. Simply check in
at the counter, go through your
own private security checkpoint
and just a few feet on to the gate.
Your flight, which accommodates
244 people on a wide-bodied jet,
takes three hours and 10 minutes.
Jamaica’s convenient for anoth-
er reason: It’s got more all-inclu-
sive resorts than any other island
in the Caribbean. This “leave your
wallet at home” idea started years
ago with Club Med and has really
caught on. All costs are included,

Untouched by
recent hurri-
canes, this
idyllic West
Indies island

is the perfect
place to shake
off those winter
chills. And best
of all, it’s an
easy non-stop
flight from BWI.

from the van that picks you up at
the airport and delivers you to
your hotel; to all meals, snacks,
and drinks at any time of the day
or night; to the use of sports
equipment, facilities, and instruc-
tion; even tips.

This concept frees you up in
ways you can scarcely imagine if
you haven’t tried it before. If
Jamaican goat soup sounds
intriguing, go ahead and try it; if
you don’t like it, order another
dish. Afraid to windsurf? Ger your
toes wet with as little or as much
instruction as you want without
the mental baggage of “well, I
paid for an hour, I have to go
through with it.” ,

There’s a huge array of options
from which to choose among
Jamaica’s resorts, so you'll have to
decide exactly what kind of get-
away you're looking for. A chance
to spend quality time with the
kids? An escape from the kids? A
place to get in some intense golf
and tennis time, or windsurfing
and sailing time, or time to sit on
an elegant veranda sipping marti-
nis without the distraction of butf

——
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readdy, set, €0

Air Jamaica
800-523-5585

Boscobel Beach Hotel
Ocho Rios, 809-975-7331

207 rooms; $225-375, all-inclusive

Braco Village

Rio Bueno, 800-654-1337

123 rooms, $163-270 per person
per night, ail-inclusive

Cibony Ocho Rios
Ocho Rios, 809-974-1027
289 rooms; hotel rooms $392 a .

night double: junior suite $432 dou-

nle, all-inclusive; 1-bedroom villa
3452 double, alk-inclusive

Coyaba Beach Resort
Montego Bay, 809-9539150
50 rooms; $186-326

Franidyn D. Resort
Runaway Bay, 800-654-1FDR

76 rooms; 1-bedroom suites $259-

273, all-inclusive

Grand Lido

Negril, 809-957-4010

200 rooms; junior suites $630, 1-
bedroom suites $750, all-inclusive

Half Moon Golf, Tennis & Beach Club
Montego Bay, 8099532211 . -
220 rooms, $250-800 a night; wllas ‘
-$660 a mght double occupancy

800-8455276
$1, 500-9 400 perwee

lam lnn - :
Ocho Rios, 8099742514

45 rooms; $340-475, meals included

Round Hill Hotels & Villas
Montego Bay, 809-952-5150

110 rooms, $250-380 a mght vma

suites, $420690
Sans Souel hdo

Ocho Rios, 809-974-2353 .. yc:

111 rooms, $370-790,:alH

bodies jogging back and torth on the
beach carrving kavaks? Here are some
of our picks:

It vou're looking for the hewghe of
Tuxury, vou’ll find 1t ar Round Hill.
Jamaica Inn, Tryall, Half Moon. and
Coyaba. While these tive resorts permic
children, there aren’t special kids pro-
grams, and vou won't see kids frolick-
ing in the pages of the brochures.
3mct sumptuous elegance is the kev-
word here. *You're waited on hand
and foot, the food is superb, and
there's nothing to do but stare ar the
water or drink port and playv backgam-
mon in the game room,” raves one
woman who's been going to Jamaica
Inn every Thanksgiving for vears.
These resorts are on the European Plan
{vou pay for everything separarely), but
vou can also elect an all-inclusive Plat-
inum Qlan option.

ThetGrand Lido in Negril and San
Souci Lide 1n Ocho Rxos are “super-
inclusive™ adults-only resorts featuring
the utmost in luxury, lots of land and
water sports (including golf nearby),
spa facilities, and champagne cruises
aboard the 147-foowyacht on which
Princess Grace and Prince Ranier of
Monaco spent their honeymoon. At the
adults-only Cibomey you can opt for 3
villa suite with your own private pool,
fully stocked kitchen and bar, and per-
sonal attendant.

If you're looking for family fun,
you’ll find several resorts centered
around children. The all-suite Frankiyn
D. Resort (known as FDR) is heaven for
those with babies or young children; the
instant you set foot on the property,
your personal full-time nanny takes
charge. You can have as much or as lit-
tle rime. with the children as you want,
knowing they’re getting an experienced
caregiver’s full attention. She’ll wash
our wet swimsuits, make the kids sand-
wiches, you name it. There are loads of
activities here for children, even tod-
dlers, as well as special adults-only
areas where parents can veg out.

Boscobel Beach is a family-focused,
super-inclusive resort where kids under
14 stay, and eat, free. There’s a nanny
option for those who desire it, as well as
places labeled “kids only” and “adults
only.” Braco Village, a new adults-only
resort, was built to resemble a true
Jamaican village; now work has begun
next door on the Braco Village Family
Resort, using the same village concept.
This will be open in spring 1997 and
holds promise since the same owners
developed the nanny concept with FDR.

If vou really want to get away from 1t
all, you can renr a privately owned villa

Continued on page 135
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217. JAMAICA JAMAICA®. Escapeto the most ex-
citing and romantic honeymoon anyone could
evar have. Enjoy more of the very best of every-
thing, from unlimited golf, tennis, and scuba to true
gourmet dining, unlimited premium-brand cock-
tails, luxurious rooms, and hot, live entertainment
for one simple, up-front price. No tipping.  —
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160 Hedonism li: ['s where Lhe men
are. so be wicked for a week. even sunbathe
in the nude at this nonstop partying resort. 2
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COUNTAY HOME
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JAMAICA

B0: §t8l L 3EACE® — The only Super-Inciusve™
resort where kids under !4 stay, play and eat free.
Evemhmgs included. Fun ‘or the kids, romannc and
relaang for you. Lush grounds. Worid-class beach. No
“npping. Free brochure. BOSCOBEL BEACH, Free,
Cirde No. 10
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Slouching Toward
( J ( 4
Capitalism
As Cuba reinvents itself, tourism—the
number one industry—propels it forward

Text and photos by Veronica Gould Stoddart

‘ n Cuba, the ironies of life come as thick and mul-
tilayered as the slabs of ham and cheese in the
island's trademark sandwich cubano. In fact,
during my recent 10-day visit to this beguiling,
puzzling, seductive place, my diet was filled with
contradictions and paradoxes. For in Castro’s
Cuba today, nothing makes sense, certainties
crumble, and everything touches your heart.

As one of four communist countries left in the world,
Cuba seems woefully out of sync with contemporary polit-
ical realities. Yet as it grapples with the consequences of a
changing world and its own crumbling economy, it is dri-
ven by the need to adapt and reform, while somehow
remaining true to its revolutionary principles. Of course,
the loss of $4 to $6 billion a year in Soviet aid has nearly
paralyzed the island. Industry is functioning at only 20
percent; transportation a mere 10 percent. Yet the people
are resilient, their spirit as inspiring as their saucy music.

As Cuba reinvents itself, there are no rules, only hope and
high expectations. .

Like Alice, I felt dropped into a reality warp, where
socialism mixes easily with salsa, pathos with persever-
ance, paranoia with promise. “The only thing that is
abundant, amid all the scarcity, are the contradictions,”
1 was told by one of the country's top photographers.

I saw them everywhere. The old icons of Marx and
Lenin are gone, replaced by founding father José Marti
and revolutionary hero Ché Guevara (who wasn't even
Cuban!). Yet, although Cuba has ane of the most per-
sonality-based governments in the world, I saw not a
single image of Fidel anywhere.

In this land of the double-take, a Benetton billboard
competes with graffiti proclaiming “Socialismo o
Muerte” (socialism or death) on the same street. Despite
alarge, lush countryside, the island can’t even feed itsell.
The 11 million people have free education and full litera-

Caribbean Travel and Life January-February 1996
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once railed against the “100,000 prosti-
tutes inherited from 60 years of Yanqui
neocolonialism.” Today, they're back.
Drawing planeloads of men from
Germany, Italy, and clsewhere, Havana is
replacing Bangkok for “sex vacations.”
And in an effort to accommodate this
economic safety valve, the government
looks the other way.

But like everything else in this
improbable piace, prostitution here
breaks the mold. There are few pimps,
ro brothels, little drug addiction.
Prostitutes, who are called jineteras, iit-
erally “jockeys,” are middle-class girls
with middle-class lives. Desperate for
dollars, their families may even support
them. One night [ saw a mother bring
her teenaged daughter, clad in a spandex
minj-skirt, to Hemingway's old haunt, La
Bodeguita del Medio. She askeq me to
take her daughter up to the bar, since
she couldn’t enter without a foreigner.
With a lump in my throat, I thought of
my own teenaged daughters at home.

Despite this double-edged sword,
Cuba is banking its future on tourism.
Last year, some 850,000 tourists visited
the island, an increase of 300 percent
since 84! They generated $1 billion in
revenue. Tourism officials are projecting
the arrival of some two million visitors
annually by the year 2000—and that's
without the lifting of the embargo. By
—_

Like Alice, I felt dropped
into a reality warp,
where socialism
mixes easily with salso,
pathos with perseverance,
paranoia with promise

comparison, the two top destinations in
the Caribbean for stayover visitors, the
Bahamas and Cancin, each received L5
million and 1.4 million visitors, respec-
tively, in 1994. But the vast majority of
those were Americans.

With only 50,000 (mostly illegal) visi-
tors arriving from the U.S., who is filling
the gleaming new tourist hotels and
playing on the endless white beaches?
Europeans and Mexicans, Canadians and
South Americans. I visited Varadero
Beach, the country’s premier tourist des-
tination, and found five-star resorts with
dazzling architecture, groaning board
buffets, CNN- and HBO-fed TVs,
Tropicana-styie evening shows—and 12
continuous miles of sand as clean and
white as Cuban sugar. The!SuperClub-
run Club Varadero where | stayed was
filled with Canadian honeymooners,

pinching themselves at their good for-
tune, and at the affordabie prices. Other
resorts along the strip were favored by
Germans or Spaniards or [talians. This
one beach alone has haif as many hotel
rooms as the entire island of Jamaica.
No wonder a recent Banamian Tourism
Minister, on his first visit to Varadero,
reportedly exclaimed, “This is going to
be our ruin.”

But Varadero is just the tip of the
tourism iceberg. With 4,500 miles of
coastland, Cuba has more beaches than
any other Caribbean island. It is stagger-
ingly beautiful, with countless virgin
reefs and pristine mountains, museum-
quality’ colonial cities and a vibrant,
exotic cuiture. Hoping to diversif; its
product, the government is developing
ecotourism as well as’ cultural and
“health” tourism. In the cool mountains
of Pinar del Rio province, I visited Hotel
Moka, an extraordinary, environmentally
sensitive ecolodge—a kind of African
Treetops in the middle of the Caribbean.

Havana, itself—the birthplace of

- Caribbean tourism-—is endlessly fasci-

nating. Beneath the peeling paint and
crumbling facades is a tropical grande
dame of Parisian boulevards, palatial
mansions, elaborate colonial forts and
churches—and a haunting, bittersweet
sense of lost grandeur. After decades of
letting herself go, this sultry seductress
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U.S. corporate interest in Cuba is still theoretical, but it won't be for long.

Be ready. Others are.

hat do Fidel Castro, Mother Teresa, and Dwayne
O. Andreas, the chairman of Decatur, Ill.-based
Archer Dantels Midland (ADM), have in common?
Nothing directly, bur the indirect relationship
between the three could lead to ADM moving busi-

ness into Cuba as soon as the 35-vear-old U.S. trade embargo

against the country is lifred.

As Andreas tells the story, it was because of the friernidship
berween his daughter and Mother Teresa that he wound up
sending the Nobel Peace Prize winner to Cuba to meet with the
Catholic Church’s resident archbishop. While there, she also
met with associates of Castro, which eventually led o correspon-
dence berween Andreas and Castro being exchanged through
Mother Teresa. That in turn led to Mother Teresa opening a
hospice and stationing 20 or more Portuguese nuns in Cuba,

and then ro Castro and
THE FUTURE

Andreas sitting together at
dinner one evening dur-
ing Castro’s visit to the
United Nations anniversary
gala in New York.

“It was a social event, but
we talked business the whole
time,” says Andreas. ADM
(815 billion in sales) would
like to build a $100 million
cooking oil refinery in Cuba
and—through an affiliate—a
sugar refinery, as well. The
raw marterials to make oil
would be imported and sugar
would be exported, creating
a two-way trade avenue for
the company, Andreas says.
So at dinner, Andreas and
Castro “talked abour Cuba's

cooking oif requirements and

AD@%&’%W INCastro: It was™~<
like talking to AT&T. He was very bright.”

By Steve Bergsman

the sugar refining problems,” Andreas recalls. “I was amazed. It
was just like ralking to AT&T. He was very bright.”

Obviously, Andreas’ interest in Cuba is theoretical because
U.S. law bars U.S. companies from doing business there. But
ADNM! is primed to enter this markert if and when the embargo
ends. and many other American companies are positioning
themselves for that day, as well. More than 100 letters of

‘intént have been signed becween the Cuban. government and

American companies. This past fall, Ismael Sene, who heads
the U.S. division of Cuba’s Ministry of Foreign Investment
and Economic Cooperation, casually observed that about
every 40 hours representatives from American companies
arrive in Cuba. And that includes representatives sent from 8
of the top 15 Fortune 500 companies.

What's Cuba’s allure? It is the largest Caribbean island mar-
ket, with almost 12 million people . It
has untapped natural resources.
including over 27% of the
world’s reserves of nickel, as well
as deposits of copper, cobalt, and
manganese. Before its economic
collapse, Cuba produced more
bananas than Costa Rica and
more coffee than El Salvador. Irs
tobacco products are world
renowned. And it has a history of
being a major trading partner
with the United States. Before
1959, Cuba had been one of
Louisiana’s leading foreign trade
outlets—the port industry of the
43 state lost 6,000 jobs because of
é the embargo.

Investments, Si
In addition, Cuba is open to foreign

investment. With the collapse of the

L i



Soviet bloc in the carly "90s.
Cuba not only lost its main
crading partners burt also direct
cconomic mid. Consequently,
Cubu’s expores. which had
reached 55.4 billion in 1989,
had dwindled o $1.8 billion
five vears later. says Teo Babun,
president and chief execurive
officer of Miami-based Cuba-
Caribbean Development Co.
Lid. Likewise, Cuba’s imports.
sank from $8.1 billion to $1.8
billion over the same period.
To help ease its economic
plight. the Cuban governmene
made some indirect. but never-
theless important, moves to free
markets and foreign investment.
The most radical occurred this
past September, when 2 new law
was passed allowing 100% for-

THE PRESENT

~%

~Cubans certainly know U.S. cars.” many of which
they've been driving since 1959.

C us a

liking what he saw. had the com-
pany put in place advance plans
for entry into the marker.
Without being specitic.
thev cail for city and sea-
side hotels under Carlson's
Radisson hotel chain: the
introducrion of TGI Fri-
days restaurancs: and even
the opening of Carlson
Wagonlit travel agencies 10
handle the expected boom
in American tourism.
) But devising the plan
" was abour all 510.4 billion
~ Carlson could do. "We have
8  a plan, but we can’t com-
mence on it in any way.
shape, or form.” Radissan’s
Blyth says. “It is literally under
wraps until the embirgo ends.”

eign ownership of businesses.

Hence, from 1990 to the beginning
of 1994, the country attracted $2.2 bil-
lion in foreign investment from countries
like Mexico, Spain, lealy, Canada, the
United Kingdom. and the Netherlands.
Some of the biggest opportunities have
been tourism-related, so hotel compa-
nies, such as Accor (France), Delta
(Canada), LTI (Germany), Melia
(Spain), ma‘\Sugchlubs {Jamaica), have
come rushing down.

Only U.S. businesses have been left

out in the cold. “As every month goes
by, American companies are losing out
because, as far as | know. no other
country in the world has restrictions on
doing business in Cuba,” says Peter
Blyth, president of Radisson Hospirality
Worldwide Development.

One of the few U.S. companies with
a strategic plan for entry into Cuba
already in hand is Minneapolis-based
Carlson Companies. In 1989 chairman
Curt Carlson visited the island at the
behest of the Cuban government and

Given the severe limitations on
any planning effort, getring finance
departments involved to develop hard
numbers on the costs of expansion into
Cuba is out of the question. Bur compa-
nies like ADM and Carlson do maintain

"a general idea of the costs, risks and
potential returns of their Cuban plans.

Joha Issa, chairman of Jamaica-based
SuperClubs resorts, has been doing busi-
ness in Cuba for the past five years.
“Gerting information from Cuba can bea
problem,” Issa says. “American companies
need to find an affiliate that can legally
operate in Cuba and to make
contacts immediately. Com-
panies need to keep abreast of
what is happening in Cuba
because things change daily.”

S LU IRabEE FIYASONS
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The Hawaiian Islands aren’t the onlv place

to honeymoon in a
tropical paradise

A honeymeen is ihe utimate vaca-
tion. and pretedly the most imponant
travel decisicn you wiil ever maks.

If you are thinkirg ztout axatic tregi-
cal destinaticns with scarkiing tlus
waters, deserted bazcnes. pristine rain-
forests and palm-shacad buncalows.
sico for a mement and ist vour imagina-
ticn cnft on past the isiancs =i Hawzil

Go down under

Yeou may not realize it, but with 3¢
isiands on the Great Barrier Resf, hen-
eymconers have an excellent selection
of trepical destinations in Queenslard.
Austrafia.

Apart from the scenery. there are 2
myriad of exciting activities that newiy-
weds can only experience in Australia,
including enjoying romantic walks in the
rainforest. magical Abcringinal calebra-
tions or petting 2 loveable koaia.

Consider Crheus. an “emerald isie”
and private retrsat ringed by seven
beaches with no telephones or televi-
sion. Or there's Lizard Island. the ncah-
ernmost island resort, where you can
reserve your own private bezch.

If you want to see more than one
island, take a cruise on one of the many
luxurious ships exploring the Great
Barrier Reef. The Roylen Endeavour,
the Reef Escape or the Coral Princess
will show you around in style.

!f sciie ground
is yeur prefer-
ence. nNen
Kewarra Beach
Sssort. justnonh -
cf treoical Cairns.,
will camper you with
" 2mpagne lunch bas-
kets and even give vou a
special native tres i3
bronze piaque to dezicate
your Australian honevmoon.

Cr iry Reef Housa. setin
the midst of beautiful tropical gardens
richt on Paim Covs Bszach.

Ard the really goed news is that
Quesnsland is aiforzacle, with prices

* staning as low as $1,790 per person,

inclucing round-trip air fare. Combine
that with the exchange rate and you'll
come home with doilars in your pocket.

If yeu would like further information
abcut Queensland, Australia as a hon-
eymcen destinaticn, telephone 310-
788-0897.

cnchanting Jamaica

How’s this for romance: 150 couples
celetraiing their wedded bliss by
rengwing their vows on a beautiful
beach in what many consider one of the
world's most delightful — and romantic
— places, the enchanting island of
Jamaica?
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in cne price. :

The grand ceremony this vear wasin | -
henor of SuperCiubs’ 15th anniversary.
and to top it off, Ccuples celenraizd its
15,000th wedaing. Coutles arrzrges
ccmpletely complimentary weddings
frem photograchar o cake for guasts
who chcose to “get married cn trsir
heneymeon.” Cn average. 20 ccuples
a week take Couples up on this cfer.

Says Couples general managzr Jce
Issa. “We attribute our success ‘¢ cur
ability to consisiently cifer cur gussis a
truly super-inclusive vacation wn:ch
they wen't find anywhera else.

For more informaticn. to make reser-
vations, or for fre2 brochures accut
SuperClubs resorts, see a travel zgent
or call 800-853-SUPER.

Who knows, you may find yourself
renewing your wedding vows at ihe
resort’s 30th anniversary.
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hen Walter Moore Sheldon I of Lin-

colnshire married Evanston’s Suzanne

Merkel, the ceremony took place in a

waterside gazebo at Jamaica's elegant

Sans Souci resort. Suzanne’s mother,

Marianne De Noya Merkel, was her
matron of honor. Trevor Sheldon flew to Jamaica from his
home in Moscow to serve as his brother’s best man.

" “While the bride wore beaded lace and tulle from Marshall
Field’s, the groom wore black tie—and Bermuda shorts. The
Sheldons are not exactly a traditional couple.

A Little League game coached by one of Walter's friends
was the occasion of their first date, immediately followed
by enthusiastic attendance at a rodeo, where they dined on
hot dogs with hot peppers.

But Walter also knows how to set a romantic scene. On
Christmag Eve night, with meticulous attention to details
like champagne and candlelight, he surprised Suzanne with
a proposal in the form of a poem which ended appropriately
with “Will you marry me?” Her answer: “Absolutely!”

Suzanne’s Christmas present was a ring that Walter
designed himself—a sapphire solitaire in a stunning gold
setting made by the Wabash Diamond Company of Chicago.

The bride studied dance at Ohio University in Athens, and
danced with professional groups in Chicago and California.
But she decided to “go the corporate route” after graduating
from [llinois State with a business degree. She now works as
benefit manager for Rotary International in Evanston.

Born in LaGrange, Waiter moved with his family to Lin-
colnshire when he was 3 years old. He obtained a degree in
marketing from Western Illinois University and is
employed at Allstate Insurance as a senior staff analyst.

Twelve of the couple’s nearest and dearest were in atten-
dance at their Jamaican wedding, but when they returned
from Ocho Rios, Walter and Suzanne decided to extend
the celebration. “We wanted to share our day with family

and friends. There are so many people we really care
about,” says Walter.

@9 maty @’@tie;1, chtcgtapgg @3 @ewey Dfentt;eo
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Shop around for tailor-made vacation accommodations

Long a leader in Caribbean tourism, Jamaica
offers a wide range of accommodations from a
bare-bones single room to a one-price all-inelu-
sive stay at great resorts. Packages are lailored Lo
the desire of the visitor from beach or garden
locations to fvod provided or not. Prices and
amenities vary greatly, so shop around:

#l OCHO RIOS. Excellent accommodations can
be found at Jamaica Inn, which is billed as the
most romantic localion on the island for a wed-
ding; Sandals, which has two properties here and
others on the island; and Couples, which hears a
sell descriptive name and is a popular resort.

| MONTEGO RAY. One of the most beautiful
resorts in the Caribbean is Half Moon Golf, 'Ten-
nis and Beach Club. The palms and roling surf,
the sports, the <pa and the staff make the 400-acre
Half Moon a very special place.

A new kid on the block is Covoba Beach Resort
and Club, a gleaming white 50-room pleasure
palace with 1ots of amenilies.

Round Hill hotel and villas draws celebrities:

..:Fc : om $10t0$70 a ~.o_:=_

Bob Ilope, Joan Crawford, Paul McCartney and
Hanmy Connick Jr. have stayed here.

Sandals and Holiday Inn also have properties
in Montego Bay.

M NEGRIL. Some of the best resorts on the
island are here including Sy Clubs Grand
Lido. Super Clubs is an islandt b%a Tive property,
m: inclusive, no :E::m family resort, and the

Grand Lido is a jewel in the crown.

Another quality couples-only all-inclusive at
N ¢m_.: is Swept Away Resort, a Conde Nast Read-
er's Choice which devotes 10 acres to its sports
complex and is 10 minutes from a par-72 golf
course,

There are'a number of small cmmc__:.oi accom-
modations offering fewer amenities, but costing
less, including the Negril Tree House and the
Negril Gardens.

aoaug

Forthe sports enthusiast, there are nine n:m:.-\
_:c:n_:c golf courses on the islaind. Golf: fees
Carts are available,

but it is more fun to walk and use a Jamaican
caddy who balances the golf bag on his head.
Clubs are available for rent.

Water sports are everywhere in Jamaica. All
major resorts offer snorkel trips and resort scuba
courses. Offshore fishing is easily arranged.

M MONTEGO BAY. The Robert Trent Jones
course at Half Moon Golf, Tennis and Beach Re-
sort has narrow fairways and small, undulating
greens lying flat and close to the sea.

The Tryall Golf and the Wyndham Rose Hall
Country Club, Home of the Jamaican Open, are
among the best courses on the island.

An excellent tennis program is offered at Half
Moon. Former Caribbean star Richard Russell
heads a top flight staff. A strong instructional
program is found here including videotape cri-
tique.

# NEGRIL. Top tennis is found at Swept Away
Resorti where each week an often world famous
visitiiig professional comes to call. Imagine learn-
ing tennis rom Nastase or Sabatini.
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Luxury tours perfect
for snow-weary seniors

o T

Popular packagks®
include frills

By Amanda Farr

Special to the Freeman

WAUKESHA — When travel-
ing this winter, senior citizens

are making many different-

choices.

Waukesha travel agents said
winter is the time of year when
seniors take advantage of time

flexibility: ‘and special rates to.
flee their snowy hometowns for -

the adventures of elegant Euro-

‘pean tours, exotic cruises; ‘and

- the-“warmth -and- sunshme of
southern states. .

oy e Y
.-:A'

K.C Thorsc;n, dxstnct .man- _"i'-
ager ( of ‘AAA, 2020 E. Moreland :
Blvd., said today’s ‘sénior citi-

zens want upscale vacatlons

- tSemor “citizeris’ today are

very. attracted to “all-inclusive
resorts, .exotxc cruises and Eu-
ropean -tours,” - said Thorson.
“The baby boomers are turning
50, and at this stage of the game
they are a little more financially
secure and are looking more of-
- ten to all-inclusive resorts.”

~. She said an all-inclusive

'-fﬁackage allows a vacationer to--me:

pay one flat fee which covers
tax, airfare, most meals, drinks,
entertainment, water sports and

any other activities or facilities

the resort offers.

An example . would be th
Grand Lido resort mJamalca

e

The.Grand Lido starts at
around $1,899 per. person for a
seven-mght hotel stay, access to
two pools, f‘ ve Jacuzzls, nine
bars, ‘a pxano bar .and dlSCO,

. ~complementary mamcures,
pedlcures,, ‘valet _and ; laundry .

servxces, water _sports and =
greens fees and transportatlon

pae ooy,

travel among afﬂuent semors
are “escorted Eurppean tours, "
‘such as those offered by Trafal- 7
.Tours, which- prov1de trav-

: elers “with everythmg from' lug

gage ; handling -to - -meals ‘and

-drinks. ‘The Trafalgar tours

start at $1,199 per, person, and

include ‘airfare ~and “tax,” first
class hotel accommodations for -

4 " .questions
“to'the Negnll‘Hxlls’Golf’Clul:r‘ w—-fcer‘ns-";
'Another popular type of i

Rongr ]

coach baggage handling, most
meals and entertainment.

“ Wrth all the activities avail-
able and arranged for them,
they can choose to participate
or sit back and relax,” Thorson
said. “ It is an mdmdual deci-
sxon. :

Jo Ann Kopshmsky owner of
Ferris. Travel, .144 'W. Broad-
way, agrees.

! .“Escorted tr1ps are always an

advantage to a senior citizen,”

sald KOpshmsky “These trxps:

cater to a senior’s needs. Every-
 thing is taken care of for them

and there is, always 'a group
.Jeadér thatﬂcan “help ‘answer,

s and address con-

SEiT

.‘_..,-;;a

.rNan: Del.any, manager of cre-
a ve,;'l‘ours ,.and #Travel 2Inc.;;
oted that Seniors, have the flex-:

tage of off-seasonv_ag 1€

By '?F' FaeRo
_~ci‘.~European venturers ¢an!

purchase“ah *’extensrvef’group

~ tour package for-around $1,000 :

i:per -person, ‘which’ includes :

.sight-séeing and meals;: sard
D uny- "u t-" "~ ~2 )

=t -~_:7'~,, o

seven nights, sight-seeing, . _Cm“és area]sopppular.

: transportatmn by deluxe miotor-

werein3 i ~(-‘- s PR sk S

~One .is -the .11-day Amazon,

ues.:?&ﬁ'r v

- 'bl e schedulés o ;také ‘advan-

i‘



'l'ravel consultant Gayle Zielk_shows off 3 cruise brochure to tha Pakulskr on Wedn
:Cruises are a favorlte form of winter vacatrons among travelers over,50.

N

1. IR
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..: R

.__}‘(rlmrse, which sails in March
horson said.> The $2,700

‘prr.ce mcludes au'fare and
Imeals....';:;. RER

: \,J.
.

i

4

-This time of .year is the best

txme for many seniors to get on
“a cruise that will take them to
..exotic destinations,” said Gayle
" Zielke, owner -of -First Choice

‘Travel and Cruise, 2344 W. St.’

Paul Ave., She said the most
popular are The Royal Carib-
bean, Norwégian Cruise Lines,

- ——

hNar

esday'aftemoon

Camwal and HollandAm srican - fo r-mght getaway “Walt | Drs-
crurses Y ~ney World in Florida is ano er
Senior. citizen’ passes t.
- traveler to purchase -two- - alrlxsd
four-round trip tickets at a dis-
counted price. And they dre al<~ g{agtei rg:‘;ﬁss %fggt going
lowed the convenience to de-: Ly
cide at a later date whenand - "_“These are’ Couples who are
where they would hke to ‘go, Just travelmg to thelr ‘summer,
said Zielke. - ‘hotés or condomlmums to
Las Vegas is another “ easy .bask in the. warmth ‘and get
‘sell” for semors said Zielke. It-~ away from’ theu' shovels ¥ Sald
can be done for $299.95 for a- Kopshinsky. - Dy

i -,.._ ‘.i AL o
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reater Miami’s annual

Addy Awards took place

at Greenwich Studios Sat-
urday night without the pamu-
pation of some of Miami's big-
gest agencies.

Beber Silverstein & Partners,
Miami, Crispin & Porter, Coconut
Grove, and Harris Drury Cohen,
Fort Lauderdale, all decided to
stay out of the competition.

The Addies

are awarded
annually - for
creative §
excellence by

advertising
federations:
across . ‘the

-------

regional 7an
national. com-
petition: ARRARRIEL -
. Hams Drul;_y Cohen has"not
particij or
years;
to bow =out . tl'us year - largely
because of coneem about errat
Judgmg.__‘, 4
Crispin, won- the'loal

1995 The agency’s, newly fornied
design subsxdxary, ; Galled. Spmoff
did enter.thlsyw mpetmo ;

together this?; year, partly’ becatise

we just weren't that intérested,”

said Chuck Porl«. agency -presi-
dent.:““The’ judgmg ‘in the local
Miami>contest -has ‘been “very -
good recently, but judfmg at the -

levels - is’ >, Gables 'wo
so -we've mSpamsh-languagem.ads =for - thei
ther-quwams Chlub~Calle Ocho cele-'.
. iFbration.s

(VR b R JNT RN

regional .and - nationa
extremely _ erratic, 2

decided to concentrate on_
contests.” v eET

the -last; two
rispin and Beber decided "

Best Of 2
Show* competmon in 1994 and < k'l

Moncay

Miami, FL
Herald

Mam:
Mat Arsa

€ 257.943
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Enssscunrvrs
Addies go on, despite big agencies’ absence

Judges in Miami found a lot to
like.

Turkel Schwartz & Partners, Coco-
nut Grove, won Best of Show
(English language) for a print
campaign for Joe's Stone Crab in
Miami Beach. It won another 15
gold medals for clients that
included Andrew’s Hair Salon,
the Greater Miami Convention
& Visitors Bureau, and Fairchild
Tropical Gardens.

McCann-Erickson’s Miami office
won Best of Show (non-English)
for its Spanish-language teaser
campaign on TV for Jacks

. Snacks.” It won two other gold
-medals for the same campaign.

‘And. Tinsley Advortumg. Miami,

.won: the’ new- -People’s:.Choice
~_Award for two print campaigns.
One: hundred ‘voters.chose the
:agency’s “*Polar Bear Outdoor

“billboard campaign and its’ pnnt
*~Grouper. Ad™-as their, favon;es.

m'edals for clients that mcluded

Cnspm &*Porter
or. Cellnlar One, for. ntenm and

P or aself promgtional’ piece. 4

Tindot Anociatn." Coral’

FERELY ‘J-“’A 4-”-\' 1

~Both were created' Monroe
s Cpun : ’

3 l‘sgxold medals. :
"B Tinsley picked up: ‘nine gold

~division;. won ;hree .medals”

nthree *golds. . for’

I\ e A A A e ’*‘
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Outside Help

By Ky'!e Parks

am Schulz, 2 53-year-oid Miamian
S with three graduate degrees, is 2

number-cruncher whe prepares cor-
porate budgets and tax rerurns. But don't
mistake him for a company man. Sam’s 3
temp.

“At my age, it might be tough to find
full-dme work,” Schulz says, “but I found
that temp agencies could keep me busy.”

Among the diverse collection of business
services wacked by the state labor depart-
_ment — including companies that service
computers, maintain buildings, provide se-
curity and arrange advertising — personnel
supply firms have the largest work force.

Business Services

Florida's Top Five Advertising Agencies
(ranked by 1994 billings)

R Tampa T o d

Publix Super Markets,
Dutback Steakhouse, Celebration Co.,
Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines

T S

“Robinson, Yesawich & Pepperdine, —* -

“Billings in1994: "s87.1 miilion
Top clients: : Premier Cruise Lines,
~Universal Studios, Port Canaveral
S —r R vy 2 X A T AT
_ William Cook Agency, SRTEIERTREE Jacksonville
Billings in 1994: $83.2million
Top clients: Winn-Dixie Stores,

American Heritage Life Insurance

TmerraE ParTIers Ve NG o Fort Eanderdale moe

“Billings in 1994: $80.7 million

Top clients: Tri-State Mitsubishi
Association, United Auto Group

Billings in 1994: $65.5 million

Top clients: ' Florida Keys and Key, West tourism
development groups,%ugertlubs
Resorts,Paramount PiCtures, =
John Alden Life Insurance
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at one-price resorts:

Money isn’t necessary

By Karen Rizzo
Contributing writer. . -
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All-inclusive -

Mbney

By Karen Rizzo
Contributing writer

Imagine being whisked away from your
wedding reception headed straight for the
pristine tropical surroundings and breath-
taking sunsets of the Caribbean.

Now stop imagining. ,

With the many costs involved in planning the
perfect wedding today, couples may think an
exotic honeymoon in the tropics is out of the
question. However, with careful planning and
budgeting, couples will find they can take the
honeymoon they've always dreamed of.

For years, Hawaii was noted as one of the
top honeymoon destinations — hence “hot

_spots.” But with the increasing popularity of
cruise lines and all-inclusive resorts today,
which allows couples to pay one price up front
for air fare, room accommodations, meals and
alcoholic beverages, Hawaii is losing its pop-
ularity among honeymooners. -

“Couples tend to favor paying up front be-
cause then they don’t have to worry about
places to go on a cruise or at an all-inclusive
or how much spending money they can allot
each day,” said Linda Fandel, travel agent
from Unique Travel in Elmhurst.

Fandel said trips to all-inclusive resorts such
as Sandals and Club Med are popular choices
for honeymoons and anniversaries. Jamaica,
which has six Sandals all-inclusive resorts, is -
‘the most popular choice because the trips are
the most affordable.

All-inclusives and superclubs are the new
wave, as the Superclub Breezes located in
Jamaica made its debut in the Bahamas in the
fall, Fandel said.

“We have so many specials going on that
makes these trips quite affordable for honey-
moons and anniversaries,” she said.

Besides its current all-inclusive luxury res-

orts for couples only in Jamaica, St. Lucia and

isn’t necessary at one-price resorts
Antigua, Sandals will open its first resort in the:

Bahamas in March, and in mid 1997, Sandals
Barbados.

Also in 1996, Sandals will open Beaches
Negril in Jamaica, the first resort in a new
chain welcoming families and singles, as well
as couples. :

Mary Stueve, owner of Marketours and
Cruisexpress of Bensenville, agreed that the
younger couples are choosing Sandals as hon-
eymoon destinations, however other popular
spots include St. Thomas, Mexico and Ber-
muda.

«Everything depends on affordability and
what couples want to see and do,” she said.

She said the best advice she can offer for
couples is to figure out what types of activities
they would like to engage in during their trip
before deciding on a destination. -

The western Caribbean is a popular cruise
choice among the youn%er crowd, according to
Phil Tomaeno, owner of Enterprise Travel -
Service in Elmhurst. He said other popular
destinations include Bermuda, Cancun, Coz-
umel, Jamaica and the Southern Caribbean.

“Many good values can be found in trips to
Mexico, like Cancun, Cozumel and Puerto Val-
larta” Tomaeno said. . :

He said for anniversaries, cruises to Alaska
and land trips to Hawaii are very popular
picks, but not among honeymooners.

Tomeano said the popular Sandals all- -
inclusive resort, is definitely one of the most
expensive all-inclusives. '

Again for affordability, Tomaeno cited Ja-
maica as a popular choice for destinations,

with resorts in Antigua and St. Lucia being at

the top end of the scale.

A stay at Sandals Antigua or either of the
two Sandals resorts in St. Luéia is much more
expensive than Jamaica and tends to be a
popular honeymoon choice for couples marry-

) u INCLUSIVE, Page 10

ing at an older age, Stueve
said.

For honeymooners on a
more stringent budget, trips
to Disney World, other parts
of Florida, the Bahamas and
New Mexico are also popular
choices, according to Tom-
aeno. )

When ready to plan a trip
for a honeymoon or annivers-
ary, travel agents recommend
booking at least four to six
months in advance. Booking
early allows couples to take
advantage of special dis-
counts. '

It is also helpful for couples
to come in with a price range
or budget in mind so agents
can work to find a trip suitable
for their needs.
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SuperClubs offers inclusive
Breezes resort at Runaway Bay

MESSENGER PRESS SERWCE -

RUNAWAYBAY,Jamaica—'I'hcnamesuggmtsap’laccwhe:e
oncungaawayfmmnmhanwwhupmblems.mand
cares. And SuperClubs' Jamaica Jamaica resort fills the bill.

Qeatcdforgolfu:,mniSplaymandtboscwhoenjoygxw
bwhes,BreezcstmawayBayatJamaicaJamaicaissc&onB :
acres of gardens. - ST

T‘hcsupuindusivemsoncamwguestswholikcms:ayacdve
mjns:daxonxbelongsuwhofwch. :

Tropical, breezy, withan openair lobby, Breezes Runaway Bay
oﬂ'usmsmleleganccwixhansﬁnﬁngmu-adiﬂmallamaican
atmi

Themmisbometo]amaica‘sﬁmgo]fsclnol. featuring an
extensive program of pro goif instroction and play at the PGA-
quality, 18-hole course at the SuperClubs Goif Club.

Video presentations, computer swing analysis, lectures, golf

.mfeaandmmcnn.mdathcsupuvisiopofa
PGApio'éredﬁignedtoimpm\ie'thegameofevcnthcmost
imxpa-imdduffa.Apnﬁnggxmanddﬁvingmngeamopen
seven daysaweek. The facilities cater to every level of play, from
i 10 lower handicap playess. © -7 B
As with all SuperClobs super-inclusive resorts, full use of

Brecass sponts and recréation facilitcs is included i the price,

Toae et

equipméat and 4 weights room:

of the same scx of pay 2 single

¥ sl

" Evesy SuperClubs boliday fncludes abcommodations;
snacks snd preminm brand drinks, use of all landand

ﬁ nolo‘ wim',\ 0 - Iﬂ_ﬁ. .'-‘t -.‘ tai ] : . c i{ﬁ,-
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R UNAWAYBAY Jama:caJl‘hcnamcsuggs:saplacc where
oti¢ can get away from northern weather problems, stress and
cares, And SuperClubs’ Jamaica Jamaica resart fills the bill.

(reated for golfers, wmﬂmym and those who enjoy great
bmc.‘m.BrccusRunawayBayatJammcaJamamxss&on.J
acres of gardens, - -

fhcaxpa‘mdunvcrcsmmmtngmstswhohkcwsmyncuvc
or just relax on the long strewch of beach.

“Tropical, breezy, with an open air lobby, BmsRunaway Bay
oftcxasualdcganccmmanmnnngmmdmmallanmmn
atnosphere,
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qualiry, 18-bolccomscanthupuC1ubsGolfC1nb oo

VYideo presentations, computer swing analysis, lectures, golf
library, grecmfman.dwtm.amcms,undcxthewn ofa

. PGA pro are designed to improve the game of even the most
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YNew Super Club in Mohtego Bay

- Breezes Momego Bay, the

' newest of the - Sg@g Clubs,
. has opened in Montego Bay.
" The four-story all mcluswe
Montego Bay. Thereare 124 -
rants,abeach gnllandadxsco

Information bymlhn 800-.
859-SUPER orf 305- 925-

¥

.resort is on Doctors Cave |
beach in. the center of |

- roomns and suites, twomtau--

- MESSENGER PRESS SERVICE ;
MONTEGO - .BAY—;
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by Ras Al Turner
(Montego Bay, Jamaica)

- §t. George’s, Grenada — The man who created Gre-
nada’s Capital Development Fund (CDF) said that it was
either that or the clutches of the International Monetary
Fund (IMF).

“We had the option of going to the IMF and taking

out an IMF program and I am sure you know the results
of such programme(s),”’ said former Prime Minister
George Brizan, who took the stand recently as a public in-
quiry into the fund and the part-privatization of the
Islands power company resumed.
* “We are being told that even unlike other places,
Grenada was worst off, she will perish so either do that or
something else,” said Brizan who told the Commission
when he became Finance Minister in 1990, the Govern-
ment had no savings and therefore could not win the con-
fidence of international donors.

“We had to convince the donors and international
Financial Committee that we could solve this program of
“__o absence of savings that was bedeviling us for so
ong.”

His fund was created from the sale of national assets
and used to provide counter-part funding for capital pro-
jects.

Brizan said that the establishment of the CDF, which is
part of Grenada’s Consolidated Revenue Fund, led to the
success of Grenada’s IMF endorsed Structural Adjust-
ment Programime.

Kingston, Janmicn — The Jamaican Government is
now spending millions of dollars to address issues affect-
ing children.

Lt

A quick assessment of Government’s budgetary alloca-
tion of $2.9 billion on it’s current social program address-
ing issues reveals that nearly $1 billion was budgeted for
issues affecting children, manager of the National Youth
Service, Delayno Franklyn has noted.

Delayno noted that 85% of children here were born out
of wedlock where 72% have no registered father. .

He also noted that 25% of all children born in the
island were born to teenage mothers with statistics reveal-
ing that of the 59,200 babies born in 1994, 15,000 were
born to mothers between the ages of 13 and 19. .

Despite evidence of increased budget allocation on
issues affecting children, these and other negative
developments were in need of immediate attention.

Miami, Fla, — The Inter-America Development Bank
has announced that the Bolivar Program, a network that
supports international alliances for businesses in Latin
America and the Caribbean will open an office here in
Miami in March. This will be their first office in the U.S.
and will strengthen the relationship between the private
sector in the U.S. and the IDB. C

Nassau, Bahamas — Jamaica’s Prime Minister, P.J.
Patterson and Turks and Caicos Governor Martin
Bourke were among a group of VIPs attending the of-
ficial opening of the SuperClubs property, Breezes, in
Nassau,

John ‘Issa, the Jamaican owner of the Mcnmqh_cwm
chain grected guests and the Prime Minister Hubert In-
graham opened the resort. Other guests included Baha-
mian movie star, Sidney Poitier, and his wife Joanna.

According to Ingraham, Issa's transformation of the
run-down former government-owned Ambassador
Hotel, proved that Bahamian hotels can be “balmy,
breezy and have a far from the city flavor.” He also
assured Issa that governments committment to partner-
ships with foreign investors was [irm.

Issa announced at a press conference that the Breezes
Varadero property in Cuba is scheduled to open later this
year and that ground-breaking for two other Breezes
resorts are also scheduled to take place during 1966. One
of the two is located in St. Lucia. He declined where to
say the other would be located.

Bridgetown, Barbados — Barbados Prime Minister,
Owen S. Arthur, and Inter-American Development Bank
President, Inrique V. Igleslas, last week signed a $35
million loan contract to support an. investment sector
reform program, designed to increase the competitiveness
of the economy and to improve the climate for invest-
ment, '

An IDB release said that the resources will assist the
government in removing obstacles to private investment
in the financial sector, and in supporting reforms to
modernise land use policies. In addition, obstacles to
starting up new business ventures will be removed.

The reform program, to be carried out by the Ministry
of Finance and Economic Affairs, is designed to benefit
especially small and medium size enterprises and it will
result in a financial sector capable of offering a wider

.range of modern financial services to a growing diversify-

ing private sector, . :
Havana, Cuba — Sunday, January 28th, was the
143rd anniversary of the birth of Cuban National Hero
Jose Marti. Co
Cuban President, Fidel Castro personally led tens of
thousands of young enthusiastic Cubans in a torch-light
parade through the streets of Havana in a celebration of

this anniversary.
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On the Move

In hotel developments. Karine Gill is
on the job in the newly created post of
vice president-sales and marketing for
the Americas at Exclusive Hotels by
Forte. For the past 12 years. she has

eld a number of executive positions
with ITT Sheraton, such as director of
sales for the chain’s Latin American
division and area director of marketing
for Mexico...Forte Hotels also has
named two other officials: Fran
Brasseux is the new sales vice president
for the Eastern region, and Ron Puglisi
has the same post in the West..Tina
Guet has been named national sales
manager at the Inter-Continental
Miami. She had been with Miami's
Crowne Plaza property, where she
managed national sales...Kevin
O’Hagan has been appointed general
‘manager of the Nusa Dua Beach Hotel
in Bali. He is a veteran of 13 years at
Claridge’s in London..Rudy Tauscher
is the new resident manager at the
Peninsula New York. In 1991. he
opened the Parkhote! Pforzheim in
Germany and went on to become resi-
dent manager at the Palace Hotel in
Sun City, South Africa...Seventeen-
year Hyatt veteran Rita Starr. most
recently Hyartt University director for
the resorts division. has been named
general manager at the Hyatt Key
West Resort & Marina...¥Mercedes
McDonnell, former gssistant director
of media relations with ASTA and
most recently head of communications
for Choice Hotels International, has
been named director of communica-
tions for the International Council of
Cruise Lines in Washington, D.C....

Armand Arel. former vice president
for marketing at Kiwi International Air
Lines. is now international bureau chief
for the Florida Division of Tourism...
At the Tampa/Hillsborough Conven-
tion and Visitors Association, Sherri
Mever and Delia Quiroz have been
named national and international sales

managers, respectively...Scott Dean -

has been named a tourism sales man-
ager at the Nashville Convention &
Visitors Bureau, responsible for the
group and American Automobile
Association markets...Fred Kaiser,
president of the Kerrville (Texas) Bus
Company, has been elected chairman
of the board of the American Bus
Association...William Gordon has
updated his Ulimate Hollywood Tour
Book, now in its seventh printing, The
book has maps and photos of past and
present celebrities’ homes and helps
tourists find those little-known hot
spots where they have the best chance
of sighting the stars. He has also pub-
lished Shot on This Site, a travelers’
guide to places and locations through-
out the U.S. used to film famous
movies and television shows.

Quote of the Week

£& Philosophically, we’re supportive.
Some action of this nature has been

needed for a number of years. 33

Fhefte € e Bootal sprak cprersan Melovde Blascett-Scott
4 2

vst penalties for no-shows.
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GREEN: SuperClubs Resorts woos the “environmentally correct”

“Please don’t change my sheets and
towels today.” Until recently, offering
guests the option of refusing daily
linen replacement was unheard of at
most hotels. At SuperClubs Super-
Inclusive Resérts in the Caribbean,
however, management is heeding the
widening call for environmental pro-
tection. Conserving water by cutting
down on daily laundry is just one of the
measures initiated by this resort
group. The environment is considered
so important, in fact, that SuperClubs’
Zein Issa, responsible for corporate
marketing, has added and environmen-
tal affairs to her title.

According to Ms. Issa, who has made
environmental protection something of
a personal crusade, “As people become
more environmentally aware, they re-
alize that some of the luxuries they
enjoy at hotels can harm the environ-

- ment. Since daily laundry service uses
tons of water, by offering guests this op-
tion — and it's only an option — we not
only conserve water, but guests also
feel good about coming to SuperClube.
After all, few people change their
sheets and towels every day at home.

In an additional effort to stay abreast E
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. cludes:

of world changes in the environment
initiative, SuperClubs is a_charter
member of the Green Hotels Asso-
ciation, an award-winning worldwide
organization which recently won The
Travel Council of the World’s Envi-
ronmental Award.

SuperClubs, the Caribbean’s only
Super-Inclusive Resort group, in-
Breezes Bahamas in Nassau
and Breezes Montego Bay, SuperClubs’
brand new line of moderately priced,

Super-Inclusive resorts; Breezes Run- .
‘qwaey Bay at Jamaica .Jamaica

(Breezes’ flagship property); Grand
Lido and Hedonism II, both in Negril;
Sans Souci Lido in Ocho Rios and

- . -

nearby Boscobel Beach. SuperClubs :
planning an eighth Super-Inclusive r«
sort in St. Lucia.

Every SuperClubs holiday is Supe:
Inclusive accommodations; 2
meals, SuperSnacks and premiun
brand cocktails; unlimited use of 2
sports facilities, including equipmer
and instruction; entertainment; recr
ational activities; weddings; hot
taxes; and airport transfers — with a
solutely no tipping allowed.

For more Information, contact: SUPE
CLUBS, 305/925-0925, 800/859-5436; F.
305/925-0334. Q .
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- New Directions
For a New Season

Jamaica’s hotels
undergo changes,
revamp products

» NEW YORK—When a native Jamaican
says something is irfe. it means that some-
thing is reaily good or outstanding. Right
now. the term is most appropriate for the
changes and offerings being made at many of
Jamaica’s hotels.

Jamaica Jamaica, one of six all-inclusive
SuperClubs resorts, has become the flag-
ship of the Jamaica-based chain’s new line of
“Breezes™ Resorts called Breezes Runaway
Bay. During the transition period. the resort
will be known as the Breezes Runaway Bay
at Jamaica Jamaica.

Ciboney caters to a couples market.

Breezes resorts in the SuperClubs collection
to three. Breezes Bahamas and Breezes
Montego Bay in Jamaica are also part of the
SuperClubs” stable of Caribbean properties.

The former Jamaica Jamaica, billed as

The property brings the number of

BAHAMAS

the “playful side of paradise,” is located on
the north shore., 42 miles from Montego Bay,
where most tourists disembark. The 238-
room resort is known for its 18-hole golf
course and Jamaica's only golf school.

In conjunction with Sunburst Holidays,
SuperClubs is extending a special “First
Class All the Way” package for Los Angeles
visitors to Jamaica at SuperClubs’ 200-suite
Grand Lido Resort in Negril or Sans Soud
Lido Resort in Ocho Rios.

Through April, couples and singles can
escape for seven nights from $2,500 to $3.000
per person depending on accommodations.
The package includes a frec upgrade to first
class on.a TWA charter departing every
Saturday from Los Angeles.

Included in the package are unlimited
meals, drinks, land and water- sporis with
instruction, and entertainment. Tips are not
included. The package is commissionable at
10 to 15 percent and can only be booked
through Sunburst Holidays. For more infor-
mation, call 800-SUNBURST.

Other SuperClubs resorts include He-
donism II in Negril and Boscobel Beach in
Oracabessa. For details, call 800-859-SUPER.
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Island Hotels See Lots of Room
For Continued Growth

AMAICA OFFERS ONE OF THE LARGEST LODGING INVENTORIES IN THE CARIBBEAN, WITH MORE THAN 130

hotels, some 11,000 hotel rooms and almost 2,000 guest house rooms. But Noel Mignott. the Jamaica Tourist

Board's (JTB) deputy director of tourism, says there’s still plenty of room for inore hotels without overbuilding.

Agenrs will have a number of new and |
upgraded properties on_Jamaica to offer |
clients in the near tuture. The island. which

already has the most all-inclusive resorts in

well as other large resorts catering to families
golters and groups. Also. 1 number of prop-

pleted major renovations. Following
is 2 look at some recenc hotel devel-
opments and a look ahead:

B Scheduled to open by next winter
is the 225-room, family-oriented
Beaches Negril. Being built by San-
dals Resorts, the $32 million pro-
jectis a departure from the Jamaican
chain’s couples-only concept,
according to Sandals Chairman Gor-
don “Butch™ Scewart.

The resort will be set on 20
acres along Negril's famed Seven
Mile Beach—not far from Sandals
Negril. Beaches Negril will have
1,200 feet of white-sand beach,
Jamaican and Georgian-style archi-
tecture, four restaurants, two
swim-up bars, piano bar, a sports bar, 300-
seat amphitheater, separate area for
teenagers with an open-air street cafe and
an Italian pasta bar with a swim-up soda
fountain and disco. '

NEW FEATURES

Among the resort’s three pools will be
the 16,000-square-foot main pool, with cas-
cading waterfalls. The sports complex will
have squash. racquetball, tennis, volleyball
and basketball courts, and the fitness cen-
ter will include exercise equipment,
whirlpool baths, steam rooms and saunas. A
separate kids® area will have a child enter-
tainment center, as well as a nursery with
baby-sitting services and a supervised dor-
mitory-stvle bunkhouse for pre-teens:

After Beaches Negril is completed,
Stewart says, Sandals will start building
Beaches Lighthouse, a 310-room family ori-
ented resort, on Jamaica's unspoiled south
coast. Sandals also operates couples-only
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resorts in Ocho Rios and Montego Bav. | goif course and Jamaica’s only goif school.

Call 800-SANDALS.
® On Negril’s Bloodv Bay Beach, near

R

Mors villas are scheduled to be added at the Halt Moon Club
in Montego Bay, which features luxury accommodations.

company's 172-room Couples resort in
Ocho Rios. Cail 8300-COUPLES.

® In Montego Bay—directly on Doctor’s
Cave Beach—the 124-room Breezes MoBay
all-inclusive resort opened last fall. The
resort for couples and singles offers rates
lower than other SuperClubs Resorts.

Jamaica Jamaica, one of SuperClubs’
other resorts, has become the flagship of the
Jamaica-based chain's new linc of Breezes
Resorts called Breezes Runaway Bay.

During the transition period, the resort
will be known as the Breezes Runaway Bav
at Jamaica Jamaica. The property brings to
three the number of Breezes resorts in the
SuperClubs collection.

Breezes Bahamas and Breezes Montego Bay
in Jamaica are also part of the SuperClubs’
stable of Caribbean properties. The former
Jamaica Jamaica, billed as “the playful side
of paradise.” is located on Jamaica's north

! coust, 42 miles from Montego Bav. The
1 238-room resort is Known for its 18-hole

Other SuperClubs resorts in Jamaica are

! sans Souei Lide in Ocho Rios. Grand Lido
{ SuperClubs’ upscale Grand Lido Resort.
the region. is adding more such properties. as i [ssa Hotels and Resorts plans to break |

i ground this vear on Couples Negril. a 250-
i room all-inclusive resort. Set to open in late |
erties have repositioned themselves and com-

Resort and Hedenism I1. both in Negrii, 2nd

¢ the family-oriented Boscobel Beach in Ora-
i cabessa. Call 800-339-SUPER.

i m Jamaica-based Friends International pians
1997, the property will complement the i

to build Llandavery, 1 200-room famiiyv
resort with 50 viilas. on 40 acres or
beachfront abour 13 miles west of
Ocho Rios.

Construction on the 330 mil-
lion resorr will begin this fall. Man-
aging Director Robert Drummond
says the property will include 2

. theme park for children and adults
with horseback riding, small lakes.
swimming pools and rides.

Friends International recently
acquired a management contract
for the 171-suite SeaCastles resort in
Montego Bay and the 183-suite.
Point Village resort in Negril. Both
are ail-inclusive properties that cater
to families, singles and couples
with midpriced packages.

Both resorts have Kiddie Centres that
can accommodate infants to 12-year-olds.
The facilities have restaurants, arts and
crafts pavilions and a video room or mini-
theater. Attractions for teens include video
games, billiards and a music video room
with snacks and seif-service soda fountain.

MANY ACTIVITIES

Both hotels also have freshwater pools.
two lighted tennis courts, volleyball, aero-
bics, bicycling, watersports, boating excur-
sions and nightly entertainment.

Friends’ other Jamaican properties are
the 80-room upscale Plantation Ian in Ocho
Rios and the 67-room Negril Gardens. Both
offer options of no meals, MAP or all-inclu-
sive dining. Call 800-752-8624.

m Next winter, construction is slated to begin
on 1 400-year-old sugarcane estate near Ocho
Rios that will be transformed into a $500-mil-
lion tourism/residential compiex. The first
phase includes an 18-hole golf course and a
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290-room Doral hotel: thae will be followed by
construction of a 147-villa complex.
® Near downtown Ocho Rios, where cruise
passengers disembark for shopping and
sightsesing, the 720-room Renaissance
Jamaica Grande Resort recently completed a
34 million renovation and enhancement
program.

Mark Redrt, the hotel's managing direc-
tor/general manager. savs the project
encompassed virtually the entire beach-

which has 370 guest rooms. Rooms ‘were
refurnished and bathrooms were modern-

tower were upgraded to deluxe categzory
by adding spacious balconies and patios,

which now overlook the sea and surround- :
ing hills. Additional projects included ren- |

ovating the pool and deck of the south
tower and installing new carpeting in the
corridors of the north rower. Call 800-
HOTELS-1.

m Choice Hotels Internation-
al seems o like things in pairs.

! kitchen, terrace and
front hotel. including the south tower wing, |

scheduled to be added
near the recently com-
pleted Half Moon
Shopping Village. The
private villas will have
seven cqually-sized
bedrooms with large
bachrooms and a bal-
cony, large living room,
dining room seating 14,
pool in u private garden.
Looking after the needs

i and requests of guests
ized. The +0 oceanfront rooms in the south i

will be a cook. maid. butler and gurdener.

LUXURY VILLAS

The villas are within walking distance of

their own private beach and the Half Moon
Shopping Village. which overlooks the sea |

and has numerous shops and restaurants.
plus such services as a pharmacy. beaury

i salon. bank, confercnce center and medical

facilicies. Villa guests have use
of all resort facilities, includ-

—

With two properties in the . ing the bars, restaurancs and
Cayman Islands and the Hollday Inn recreational facilities, and
Bahamas, Choice now hastwo  rgpositioned its enjoy a 50 percent discount
resorts in Jamaica, following . on greens fees at Half Moon’s
the recent opening of the Qual- resort in 18-hole course.

ity Inn Montego Bay. Formerly
the Gloucestershire Inn, the
88-room EP hotel is on the
downtown hotel strip, across
from Doctors Cave Beach and
two miles from Montego Bay’s
international airporr. Choice’s
other Jamaica hotel is the 118-room Comfort
Suites in Ocho Rios. Call 800-228-5050.

FAMILY-ORIENTED FUN

® East of Breczes Montego Bay and the
Quality Inn Montego Bay, the 520-room
Holiday Inn property reopened in Decem-
ber as an all-inclusive Holiday Inn SunSpree
Resort, a new line of midpriced, family-ori-
ented vacation sites. Managed by Holiday
Inn Worldwide, the resort eliminated its
European Plan (EP) option and now oper-
ates strictly with an ail-inclusive formar,
savs General Manager Jeff McKicry. A $13
million renovation developed themed guest
rooms and added sports facilities, restau-
rants, a children’s club, open-air lobby and
pool deck. Call 800-HOLIDAY.

Next door to the Holiday Inn SunSpree
Resore is the Hall Moon Goif, Tennis and
Beach Club. The upscale property recent-
ly added 20 tuxury villas, which brings
the resort’s tocal inventory to 341 rooms
and suites. By the fall, 11 more villus are
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Montego Bay to
an all-inclusive
format.

Also just completed is
Half Moon’s new Executive
Conference Center. Adjacent
to the main hotel, the 4,650-
square-foot facility is sur-
rounded by a landscaped
courtyard of boutiques, shops
and restaurants and can accommodate up to
250 people in the east wing and 415 in the
west wing, The east wing has a stage and
can be used as a theacer. The wings arc
separated by a reception area and can be
combined to form one large hail for ban-
quets or conferences. There also are three
small meeting rooms on the lower level,

which can handle 120, 90 and 60 people

theater-style. The lower level has two
reception areas suitable for coffee breaks,
while the kitchen facilities atlow the cen-
ter to host banquets or large receptions.
Another new feacure ac Half Moon is a
Children's Activity Center, which features

a duck pond. pool. sundboxes. thatched

Couples in Ocho Rios will soon be
complemented by Couples Negril.

plavhouses. swings,
horseshoe court and ten-
nis courts. Trained staff
assist children in arts und
crafts. nacure walks, trea-
sure hunes, tug-of-war,
wuter games in the kiddie
pool. bourd zames. Ja-
matca story time and
other activities. A Movie
Hour presents chitdren’™s
fiims. Cuolinzry
lessons, planting trees to
heip preserve the envi-
ronment. and parties and cosiume shows
are some of the other activittes thut are
planned for three age groups—3 0 7. 7 to
12and 120 14,

Experienced nannies are avaiiabic atan
additional cost and ure dedicated to the
family for the client’s entire stav.

Half Moon offers a “Kiddies Summer
Special,” with free lodging and mezls for up
to two children under 12 who stay with
their parents. Call 800-626-0592.
—Martin Elder

TS
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SuperClub Renamed, Becomes Breezes Flagship

KINGSTON = Jamaxca Ta |

maica, one of the si T-
Clubs mclusxve resorts in Ja-
maica, ‘has been renamed }
Breezes Runaway ‘Bay and
will serve as: the flagship of
the . cha.m 'S ; D¢ hne g%l

-~ This" bnngs to:three 'the
number of: Breezes resorts,”
along'with, Breezes Bahamas

andB eezes M Bay. i
rﬁ £ h«’}?f—lée gao,."! a&ts”":

During a transxtlonal pen-'-
"od, the property will be

known as Breezes Runaway
Bay at Jamaica Jamaica. =5

~The ‘property, which" will
ater to couples and singles,” |
is located on Jamaica’s fiorth
shore, 42 miles from Montego
Bay, and h 238 rooms and’)

It feamres a championship-*

I e

d | Clubs at (800) 859-SUPER.

Jamaxcas only ‘golf school,
and claxms to . have - the
longest stretch of beach on'
the north’ shore. -

¥ Lighted't tenms courts and
dallymstructxon are available,
‘as’are-a selectlon of water-~
_Sports, . a complete” fitness
center, horseback riding and
horse-drawn carriage rides.. ;
-t For mformauon, call Super-f
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QEQ? m:-.a-.Q:&u resort to w«ae.:@ Breezes Runaway Bay

.SuperClubs Chairman John Issa
annoiificed today - that + Jamaica
Jamaica, one of the six m:vo_,o___g
m:-.e..._._a_:mio resorts in Jamaica,

. would become thoe flagship of m:ve..-

. Clubs’ new line of Breezes Resorts

. a8 Breezes Runaway Bay'. During the

. transition period, the resort will be
known aa Breezes Runaway Bay at
Jamaica Jamaica.

“This brings to three the number of
Breezes resorta in the SuperClubs col-
lection,” saya Mr. Issa. “Breezes Baha-
mas and Breezes Montego Bay, since
opening in September, have enjoyed

R A

\

an extremely enthusiastic reception
from both our guests and our travel
industry partners. The time was now
obviously right for Jamaica Jamaica
to join the Breezes fold. With its PGA-
quality golf course and its five-star
PADI scuba program, Breezes Runa-
way .Bay adds a new dimension to
Breezes Resorts — Paradise that
Jams.” H

The former : Jamaica Jamaica is
located on Jamaica's north shore, 42
miles from Montego Bay. Famed for
its n_.w-:v_eau—:_..moce_ 18-hole golf
course and Jamaica’s only golf school,
the resort also boasts the _asnnun

_stretch of beach on the north shore.

Tennis enthusiasts enjoy lighted ten-

nis courts and daily instruction. All
watersports are available except wa-
terskiing, to protect the nearby coral
reef. Also available are a complete fit-
ness center, horseback riding and
horse-drawn carriage rides, as well as
excursions to Dunns River Falls and
Ocho Rios for shopping. In addition to
buffet dining, daylong SuperSnacks,
afternoon tea and midnight snacks,
guests can dine at Martino’s, a casu-
ally elegant Italian restaurant.
Entertainment includes a disco-
theque, nightclub with live music, a
piano bar and a beach bar.

Breezes Runaway Bay boasts 238
bright, airy and spacious rooms and
suites. All rooms have king-size or
twin beds, air conditioning, private
baths, hair dryers, patios or terraces,
satellite TVs and direct dial tele-
phones

SuperClubs, the Caribbean's Super-
Inclusive resort group, includes:
Breezes Bahamas in Nassau, Breezes
Montego Bay and Breezes Runaway
Bay, SuperClubs’ brand new line of
moderately priced, Super-Inclusive re-
sorts; QB:% Lido and Hedonism II in
Zmnl_“ Sans Souci Lido in Ocho Rios
and nearby Boscobel Beach. Super-
Clubs is planning an additional
Super-Inclusive resort in St. Lucia.

For more information, contact: SUPER-
CLUBS, 800/859-5436. O
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“2The 238-room Jamaica Jamaica. one of
the six SuperClubs all-inclusive resorts on
the island of Jamaica, has changed its
name to Breezes Runaway Bay and will
become the flagship of the company's new
line of “Breezes Resorts,” beach resorts
offering a wide range of sports and day
and night activities.
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JAMAICA JAMAICA will gradually be phased out
during the course of this year, as it takes on its new
name, “Breezes Runaway Bay.”.... the property will be
the Jamaican flagship of SuperClubs’ new Breezes
line, which is the chain’s new four-star line of proper-
ties.... reportedly, the only difference between
SuperClubs and Breezes will be a lack of motorized
water sports at the latter, and, of course, the price....

> > >
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\ Su rClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts |
Ras appointed GEORGE “SKIP”
MUNS vice president, sales and
administration for the company’s
seven resorts in Jamaica and the
Bahamas.

Corro



INCEATIVE
Now York, ¥Y

MONTHLY 24338

Fed 18€8

BOCE. . covere
I PRESSCLIPPINGS

Gregory F. Leonard becomes general
manager of the Hyatt Charlotte at South-
Park, located in Charlotte, N.C. Frank
Matthews becomes vice president,
incentive division for Orlando, Fla.-
based Premier Convention
Services...Margaret Megee is named
director of marketing for the
Orlando/Orange County Convention -

Tand Visitors Bureau, Inc...Superclubs, a ’
Caribbean resort group based in Holly- .
wood, Fla., appoints George “Skip” |
Muns as vice president, sales and !
administration. Michael O’Connor is :
named director of resort sales and Ed
Stahl is named corporate vice president,
marketing for Dallas-based Wyndham
Hotels and Resorts. Ciboney Ocho Rios,
a resort located in Ocho Rios, Jamaica,
welcomes Robert Parrin as general
manager...Shaune Marie Pasche is
appointed convention services manager
for the Washington, D.C. Convention
and Visitors Association. -
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H. TURNOVSZKY

ANA GRAND Hotet WIEN

Late in 1995, Hans D. Turnovszky
became the new general mancger of
the Ana Grand Hotel Wien in
Vienna. Mr. Turnovszky brings to the
position more than 35 years of experi-
ence in the hospitality industry and
25 in management in the operational,
administrative and development side.

Born in Vienna, Mr. Turnovszky
worked as a trainee in such hotels as
the Hotel Sacher in Vienna and re-
ceived further training in the Cornell
School of Hotel Administration and

* the Hotel Management School of
Southern Germany at Bad Wiessee. In
addition, he has trained in Inter-
Continental -hotels in Frankfurt,
Hannover, Vienna and Dublin and
served in management positions in
Europe, Africa, Asia and the USA. His
most recent position was as president
and general manager of the Phoeni-
cian Resort and Crescent Hotel in
Phoenix, Arizona. 2
For more information, contact: ANA
GRAND HOTEL WIEN, 800/262/4683. Q

PATA

The Pacific Asia Travel Associa-
tion (PATA) has named Richard J.
Valerio as director-The Americas and
Christy Jones as manager-The
Americas,based in San Francisco.

Mr. Valerio brings 31 years of
tourism marketing and association
experience to PATA, most recently as
vice chairman of VUSAMART, the an-
nual conference and trade show pro-
moting travel to The Americas from
the Pacific Asia region. Following his
initial executive post with American
Airlines, he worked as director of spe-
cial projects for ASTA and president
and COO of American Sightseeing
International. Mr. Valerio also has
served on the PATA board of directors.

Mr. Valerio will be responsible for
overseeing PATA’s Americas Divi-
sion—the interface between the asso-
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RICHARD VALERIO

M. O'CONNCR

SKIP MUNS

SLY HUTCHINSON

ciation, its members aud the 32 chap-
ters throughout the Americas. He wiil
continue to promote the development
of two-way tourism between the
Pacific Asia region and the United
States, Canada and Mexico.

Ms. Jones has spent 10 years with
PATA, most recently as manager-
membership development. In the
newly created position of manager-
The Americas, Ms. Jones will work to
maximize association benefits for the
region’s members and chapters.

Activities organized by the division
include the annual Americas Division
Meeting, sales missions, trade shows
and other inbound and outbound mar-
keting programs.

For more information, contact: PATA,

415/986-4646; FAX 415/986-3458. Q

WyYNDAM HOTELS & RESORTS

Michael O’Connor has been ap-
pointed director of resort sales for
Wyndham Hotels & Resorts, ac-
cording to Mike Fegley, vice presi-
dent sales, resort division.

“Michael brings a wealth of ex-

‘perience in working with meeting

planners, incentive houses and whole-
gsalers,” stated Mr. Fegley. “He will
supervise the Wyndham Resort sales
organization in New York.”

Most recently, Mr. O’Connor served
13 years as director of sales, Carib-
bean hotels, for Hilton International.
Before his years with Hilton, he held
the same position at the Boca Raton
Hotel and fcr Princess Hotels in their
regional sales office.

Mr. O'Connor is a graduate of
Villanova University, where he earned
a Bachelor of Science degree in Bus-
iness Administration.

Dallas-based Wyndham Hotels &
Resorts has more than 65 upscale ho-

tels and resorts in the U.S,, including *

six properties throughout Bermuda
and the Caribbean. .
For more information, contact: WYNDHAM
HOTELS & RESORTS, 800/327-8321. Q

SuprerCiuBS

John Issa, chairman ofg Super-
Clubs Super-Inclusive -
has announced the appointment of
George “Skip” Muns, a well-known
cruise travel executive, as vice presi-
dent, sales and administration for the
company’s seven resorts in Jamaica
and the Bahamas. Mr. Muns will be
responsible for building sales growth
at the two flagship properties in
Jamaica, Grand Lido in Negril and
Sans Souci Lido in Ocho Rios, plus
Hedonism II in Negril, and Boscobel
Beach near Ocho Rios. He also will be
responsible for developing growth for
the moderately priced Breezes
branded resorts: Breezes Montego
Bay, Breezes Bahamas and Breezes
Runaway Bay (formerly Jamaica
Jamaica). This is the first major ap-
pointment in a reorganization of the

" SuperClubs sales department, and

other announcements are

. soon. Joe Issa, vice president develop-

ment and special projecis, is guiding

the reorganization for.SuperClubs.

For more information, contact; SUPER-
CLUBS, 305/925-0925, 800/855-5436; FAX
305/925-0334.0 oo

TWA GETAWAY VACATIONS

Trans World Airlines has an-
nounced a major upgrade in services
at TWA GETAWAY Vacations, the
travel and tour package subsidiary of
the airline. As part of this upgrade, -
GETAWAY Vacations is developing a
state-of-the-art automation system.
The new system will expedite the
availability of additional tour pack-
ages to GETAWAY's strong base of
current customers, in addition to
bringing on board new customers.

In conjunction with the services
and system upgrade, TWA GETAWAY
has appointed Sylvanus “Syl”
Hutchinson as president. He will be

(centinued on page 7)




SOUTHEAST TRAVEL
PROFESSIONAL
Miami, FL

MONTHLY 10303

“AN  igss

LIE|CE

MP23ss

PRESS CLIPPINGS

SKIP MUNS
JOINS SUPERCLUBS

KINGSTON - George “Skip”
Muns is the new vice president, sales
and administration for the__Super-

Clubs Super-Inclusive Resorts,™ ac-

cording to John Issa, chairman.
uns, who will oversee a sales

staff of 35, is responsible for building

saies growth at the two flagship
prorerties in Jamaica - Grand Lido
in Negril and Sans Souci Lido in
Ccho Rios, plus Hedonism II in Ne-
gril, Jamaica Jamaica in Runaway
Bay and Boscobel Beach near Ocho
Rios. He will also be responsible for
developing growth for the moderate-
ly-priced Breezes branded resorts in
Montego Bay and The Bahamas.

“An executive with more than 15
years in travel sales and marketing,
Mr. Muns is a well-known figure in
the cruise industry,” Issa said. Previ-
ously, he held a leadership position
in the startup of Star Clipper Cruises,
from 1989 to 1993. At Royal Caribbe-
an Cruises, where he was director of
sales from 1981 to 1989, Muns creat-
ed an organizational framework that
nearly tripled annual sales.
For information, contact 800-859-
SUPER. '
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=CRUISIN G -~
Agents Have Good Reason To Sell These Cruises

Musical Deck Chairs

Cruise line giant George
~Skip™ Muns is the new vice-
president. sales and administra-
tion, for thdSuper Clubs Super-
Inclusive Resorts, according to
John Issa. chairman. Muns
formerly led Star Clipper
Cruises’ start-up, and at Royal
Caribbean, Muns created an or-
ganizational framework that
nearly tripled annual sales.
Contact 800-859-SUPER....
William Smith is chicf operat-
ing officer of Silversca Cruises.

© says Francesco Lefebvre, own-

¢rand board chairman. Silver-
sea relocated much of its opera-
tions to Ft. Lauderdale....
Jetfrey Stutin is'the new director
of marketing for Commodore
Cruise Lines, according to
president James Sullivan. Stu-
tins I8 years in marketing in-
cludes a stint with Norwegian
Cruise Line and before that
with Benihana Restaurants. He
began his career with BBDO in
New York. one of the nation’s
leading advertising agencies.
He was most recently general
manager of ProSports Market-
ing. Stutin is at Commodore’s
headquarters in Hollywood,
Florida and can be reached
at 800-832-1122.

And speaking of football
fields. is it possible the season
is over?
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Steven Ford

Company: SuperClubs Super-Inclusive
Resorts
Properties: Grand Lido, Hedonism II,
Sans Souci Lido,
Boscobel Beach; Breezes
in Bahamas, Jamaica

1968: British Airways sales and
reservations

1982: American Express Vacations,
Midwest sales

1989: Club Med sales, group and
incentive manager

With Archie Wilson

The Sale Is Super

To succeed in resort sales, especially in the
rough and tumble Caribbean market, it heips
to have a few things on your side. A superb
property is a must and top-quality service is
vital. But, assuming everything’s in good
shape—air lift, ground transportation, the facil-
ities and destination—one fact stands out
above the rest: You're only as good as your
agency and wholesaler contacts.

No one knows that better than Steven Ford,
the veteran sales executive recently named vice
president for national accounts at SuperClubs
Super-Inclusive Resorts:

Ford started his travel career with British
Airways in England back in 1968. He went
from the reservations desk to the ticket counter
and then became a sales representative. He
earned valuable experience and contacts work-
ing in Detroit with BA’s wholesale division and
left after 14 years as merchandising manager.

In 1982, the British-born travel executive
went to work for American Express Vacations
in Chicago, handling marketing and sales in the
Midwest. He remembers: “I called on agencies
and wholesalers from the Dakotas and
Minnesota down to Missouri and eastward to
Ohio. When you first start out you think,
“Well, I'll make 10 calls a day, that will do it.’
Then you realize that it makes more sense t0
see as many large accounts as you can.”

Ford's next stop was Club Med in 1989. He
started in regional sales, covering the
Midwestern states, and then was moved to
New York City, where he became vice presi-
dent for group and incentive sales. In 1992, it
was on to Jack Tar Village Resorts, where he

managed revenues and a staff of 25 selling the
company's six all-inclusive properties in the
Caribbean and Mexico. Late last year, Ford
joined SuperClubs.

Ford’s credo: “If wholesalers and agents
have faith in your integrity and honesty, and if
you follow through on what you say, you'll do
well. You are only as good as your contacts.
and while my integrity is important, if I can’t
deliver an excellent product, what good am VA

Ford is based in Fort Lauderdale and fig-
ures he'll be on the road about six months out
of the year. He says SuperClubs, aside from
sending faxes to some 29,000 ageats, pro-
ducing cooperative

ads with a number of

wholesalers and top 1 ifl can’t
agencies, and target-  dafiver an
ing niche players in

golf and honeymoon excellent

markets, plans to
focus on the Breezes
brand. The idea, he
says, is to promote
that brand’s afford-
ability and fun while presenting it as a single
entity. Expect to see “circus entertainment and
jousting tournaments—that type of thing,” at
Breezes resorts. The company is also producing
a 28-page booklet instead of individual
brochures on the three properties.

Ford says SuperClubs is poised to build a
property in Cuba and that bids to build are out
on a 500-room Breezes in St. Lucia

He adds, “There are an awful lot of good
salespeople out there. Why am I better than
someone else? Rapport with agents and whole-
salers—my contacts.”

product, what
good am 1? §3




SUPERCLuss

John Issa, chairman of Super.
Clubs Super-Inclusive Resoiﬁ,p}ffs
announced the appointment of Steven
. Ford! 2 senior sales executive, as -
vice presxfient national accounts for the
* company's seven resorts in Jamaica
and the Bahamas. Mr. Ford will oversee
all account operations and will be the
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~ Travel industry people on the move

people (from 4)

key SuperClubs liaison with all whole-
salers and tour operators in the U.S.
and Canada. He will also be responsi-
ble for developing new trade opportuni-
ties for the growing company and will
help boost growth of the new Breezes
branded resorts: Breezes Montego Bay

and Breezes Bahamas and the newly .

re-named Breezes Runaway Bay.
The company’s other properties

Grand Lido and Hedonism II in Negril,

Sans Souci Lido in Ocho Rios, and

nearby Boscobel Beach, will continue to.

operators.
With more than 20 years in travel

* be quality products for wholesalers and -

sales and marketing, most recently Mr. :

Ford held a vice president position at
Jack Tar Village Resorts.

For more information, contact: SUPER-
CLUBS, 800/859-5436. O
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move us forward.”

STEVE FORD
JOINS SUPER-
CLUBS

' KINGSTON -

Ford’ Steven C. Ford is

vice president na-

tional accounts for

SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts,
according to John Issa, chairman.

Effective immediately, Ford will
oversee all account operations for the
company’s seven resorts in Jamaica
and the Bahamas. He will be the key
liaison with all’'wholesalers and tour .
operators in the U.S. and Canada and
be responsible for developing new -
trade opportunities for the Breezes
branded resorts:

"~ With more than 20 years in travel
sales and marketing, Ford most re-
cently was a vice president at Jack
Tar Village Resorts for three years.
Previously, he managed group and
incentive sales for Club Med Sales,
Inc., and prior to that handled mar-
keting and sales in the midwestern

“"states for American Express Vaca-
tions. )

SuperClubs includes: Breezes Ba-
hamas, Nassau, and Breezes Monte-
go Bay; Breezes Runaway Bay at Ja-
maica Jamaica; Grand Lido and
Hedonism I1 both in Negril; Sans
Souci Lido in Ocho Rios and nearby /
Boscobel Beach. . /
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Sandals Negril in Jamaica is
the winner of the Gold Award
as World’s Best Honeymoon
Resort in the Official Hotel
Guide Annual Reader’s Choice
Surveys.

SuperClubs’ Boscobel re- :
ceived the award for Best Fam- |
ily Resort.

The survey is taken from all
travel agent subscribers of
OHG, a Reed publication.

SuperClubs currently has
seven properties, and Sandals
has a total of 11 resorts in the
Caribbean.
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JAMAICA: SuperClub's Boscobel Beach named best family resort

For the second year running, SuperClubs’ Boscobel
Beach, the Caribbean’s only Super-Inclusive Resort for
families, has been named Best Family Resort by the travel
agent subscribers of the Official Hotel Guide in its annual
Readers Choice Survey.

The survey, sent to nearly 25,000 travel agents, asked
them to name their favorite resorts, hotels and hotel chains
around the world, and to rank the best in service, value, cui-
sine, golf facilities and family-oriented atmosphere and ac-
tivities for guests of all ages.

Last year, along with winning the Readers Choice Award,
Boscobel Beach also was noted as the best kids-oriented
setup in the Caribbean by New York Magazine and rated

Best of the Best in the family resort category by Travel
Holiday. _

“This award signifies the commitment Boscobel Beach’s
staff has for all its guests,” commented John Issa, chair-
man of SuperClubs. “Boscobs! Beach, along with all
SuperClubs Super-Inclusive Resorts, has cultivated a mu-
tually beneficial relationship with travel agents.”

Boscobel Beach boasts four children’s day-centers, with
supervision, games, audio/visual and computer equipment.
In addition, parents are able to enjoy “adults-only” areas
which include a pool, Jacuzzi, pool bar and piano lounge.

For more Information, contact: SUPERCLUBS, 800/859-5436. O
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