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PREFACE

This is a transcript of a tape-recorded interview conducted by
Jeff Sainsbury for the John C. Stennis Oral History Project of
Mississippl State University. Jeff Salnsbury transcribed the tape.
Dr. Jeff Broadwater and Jeff Sainsbury edited the transcript.

This interview 1s with Mr. Joseph E. Wroten of &berdeen,
Mississippl. Mr. Wroten was state Representative for Greenville,
Mississippil, from 1952 to 1963,

Readers of this oral history memolr should bear irn mind that
it is a transcript of the spoken word. The transcript is intended
to preserve the informal, conversational style that is common to
oral history. Mississippi State University is not responsible for
the factual accuracy of the memoclr or for the views and copinions
expressed therein,

or reproduced 1in

whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, without
the express, written permission of Mississippl State University,
Mississippi State, Mississippl 39762.
The recommended form for citing this interview is:
"Interview with Joseph E. Wroten, John C. Stennis Oral
?ég;org Proj?ct, Mississippl State University, March 31,
P T
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Sainsbury:

Wroten:

Mississippi State University

To begin, Mr. Wroten, perhaps vou could tell me a
little bit about your background before you became
a [State] Representative in the early 1950s.

I would be pleased to de that. I am a native of
Mississippi, having been bern in 1925 in a
Methodist Parsconage in the town of New Albany,
Mississippi. My late father was a Methodist
minister from the early part of this century until
he died eleven days before the Kennedy
assassination in 1963. I grew up, as do most
preacher’s sons, in the Methodist tradition by
moving from one place to another, all in north
Mississippl about every four to six yvears, as the
case might be. So, wvariously, I lived at the
communities of New Albany, Indiancla - where I was
during the 1927 Mississippi river flood - Water
Valley, Mississippi, soon after the Depression
actuated the closing of the Illincis Central
railroad shops in the early 1930s. Thereafter [we
livedl at Corinth, during the time when the
Pickwick Dam was being built on the Tennessee
River, just across the Tennessee state line from

northeast Mississippi; and from there, in the late
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1930s we migrated to Columbus, Mississippl. We
went there in 1938 and I went all the way through
high school at Columbus, which 1s near &aberdeen.
and during my senior vear in high school, when I
was sixteen vyears of age, we experienced the
bombing of Pearl Harbor. In cother words, I was a
high school senior at the time when Pearl! Harbor
was bombed. And having started schocl at the age
of five I was about to graduate, which T did, after
I had barely turned seventeen years of age, which
is a little young for Mississippi tracking of
students, I don’t know how it came about that T
started schocl at Water Valley when I was five, but
I did, and so soon after Pearl Harbor, on February
28, 1942, I turned seventeen vyears of age and

graduated in May of that year from Steven D. Lee

High School at Columbus, Mississippi.

Incidentally, my class mates and I will be coming

back there 1n 2pril of 1992 for our fiftieth

graduation anniversary. With the war upon us I

elected to enter college as soon asg I could knowing

that I would be invelved in the armed forces in
some manner, and I wanted to get as much college
education as I could, with the oncoming of the war.

So, in June of 1942 I entered Millsaps College at

Jackson, Mississippl, a four-vear liberal arts,
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Methodist Church- related college. I voluntarily
elected to enlist 1in the United States Naval
Reserve program 1in the fall of that vyear while I
was a student at Millsaps College, before I had
attained my eighteenth birthday. The type of
pregram in which I enrolled was a reserve program
called V1 at that time. The college that I was
attending became the site of a V12 college program,
that is a Navy V12 program. I was involved in the
initial class of persons enrcolled in that program
by transferring from the V1 program, as the Navy
called 1t, to the V12 program, and so I proceeded
te be 1in uniform as an apprentice seaman,
continuing my college classes during the time of
the V12 Navy ccllege program at Millsaps for one
additicnal vear. The program, I should say,
started up on July 1, 1843, and I was there in that
cne full year at Millsaps. During those two years,
goling twelve months a year, I tried to achieve as
many college credits as I could, and was quite
successful in that. So that after leaving Millsaps
to go to the United States Naval Reserve Midshipman
School at Northwestern University in Chicago, I was
able to transfer back the college credits from the
midshipman program of four months to add te my

Millsaps credits and to get my four yvear college
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degree accorded by Millsaps College on the basis of
twe years and four months of actual college work.
It was sent to me 1n absentlia in that I was already
a young naval officer overseas 1in the Pacific
arena. When I got my college degree at the next
graduation time I didn‘’t march down the aisle, but
I was mailed my diploma, in effect. I was in the
Navy a total - counting the reserve time at ccllege
- of thirty-eight menths. I was primarily involwved
in the latter stages of the Philippines operation
and I was at OCkinawa at the time when the two
atomic bombs were dropped and the Japanese
officials capitulated. But then I spent ancther
yvear after the war ended 1n 1945 in occupation duty
in the Navy in Japanese waters, and did this a goed
bit on the Japanese home iglands. In mid-summer,
1946, I became eligible under the Navy points
system to be returned te the United States and
processed out of active duty in the Navy, although
I remained in the organized naval reserve for
several vears after that. I did come home. One of
the 1lines of demarcation 1in my life was 1in
connection with a decision I had made while I was
in the Navy overseas to change my career aspiraticn
from that of being a medical docter - having

pursued a pre-med course at Millsaps - to becoming
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an attorney. So even before I came back from
overseas I applied for admission to the Law School
at the University of Mississippl. I was accepted
and entered law schocl 1in the fall of 1946.
Incidentally, that was coincident with the coming
to the University of Mississippi of a new
Chancellor, J. D. Williams, who was one of the
outstanding Chancelleors of that university. The
law schoel curriculum was a three schocl-year
curriculum but, again, as I had done at Millsaps, I
elected to double-up and take as many units as I
could - semester hours - going summer and winter,
and so I was able to complete my law school
curriculum of three vyears within a two vear
calendar period of time. Therefore, I graduated
from law school with the Ole Miss law school class
of August 1948, having enrclled 1n September of
1846. In the meantime, my family, which had been
at Columbus, where I had went to high school from
1938 to 1944, had migrated to Greenville, all the
way across the state. Greenville, located on the
Mississippil river, was on the wverge of a great
surge of economic growth, It was beginning to
capitalize on the fact that 1t was a river port
city and river traffic, tow-boat and barge

construction, and commerce was becoming guite
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Sainsbury:

prominent, and 1t was & bustling, growing city.
Being introduced to Greenville by virtue of the
fact that my parents were living there, having come
over from Columbus in 1944, I selected Greenville
as the place where I would like to hang-out my
shingle and practice law. I opened my law office
at Greenville on September 1, 1948 as a sclo
practiticner and remained in the private practice
cof law at Greenville for twelve years on the basis
of individual practice, that is, not involved 1in a
law firm invelving other persons. On November 1,
1960, however, two other attornevys and I chose to
form a law partnership, those attorneys being J.
Davaid Orlansky, who 1s presently one of the two
full-time United States magistrates for the
Northern district of Mississippl and the federal
court system. The other being Hainon &. Miller who
1s currently serving in the Mississippil State
Senate. I believe that he 1g currently serving as
chairman of the Judiciary Committee 1in the
Mississippl State Senate. Those two and I formed a
law partnership which lasted for ten years. I left
that firm because I was elected to the county
judgeship of Washington County for the first of
three consecutive terms during 1970.

Could I come back to that in a moment, Mr. Wroten.
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Wroten:

Sainsbury :

Wroten:

Sainsbury:

Wroten:

What I would like to ask You now is about your time
as a [state] Representative. T understand that you
first ran in 1952. Is that correct?

I first began to serve as a Representative in 1952
in the month of January.

Had vou attempted to become elected before that?
Ch, no. What I mean by that is that the election
was in 1951 and I simply was installed in coffice asg
& Representative representing Washington County in
the Missisgsippi House of Representatives in January
of 1952, after the election that had preceded that
in 1951. I was re-elected two additional times and
50 as it resulted I served twelve consecutive years
as a Representative in the Mississippi legislature.
Three four-year terms and my term of office expired
at the end of 1963 after I had been defeated for
re-election in the Summer of 1963 .

What made you run for the seat in the first place?
Had you always been pelitically ambitious?

There had not been an overpowering ambition to
serve 1n public office, but from my formative vears
I suppose that I had been interested in government
and politics and a vacancy came along in the House
delegation from Washington county at a time when I
simply pondered the question of whether or not that

would be a good place for me to be invelved in
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Sainsbury:

Wroten:

Sainsbury:

Wroten:

Sainsbury:

Wroten:

Wroten 8

governmental service in some significant way, and I
chose to run for election. So that lis the] sort
of way it began. I have never had a burning zeal
to hold public elective office throughout a whole
career or a lifetime. I was deing this on the
basis of weaving that kind of service into, I would
hope, a balanced 1life in which I make some
contribution to society.

Was 1t around this time that vou met Senator
Stennis for the first time?

I had become acquainted with Senator Stennis at the
time when he was running for the United Statesg
Senate for the first time, and as I recall I was
still a student at Ole Miss law school at the time
when I met Senator Stennis. [T] was engaged in
several conversations with Senator Stennis in that
kind of atmosphere, and I would see him at public
gatherings from time to time thereafter and he was
always cordial to say a few words with me and to
discus anything that I had on my mind.

How did you come to meet him initially? Did
someone introduce you to him?

I chese to walk up to introduce myself when he was
speaking at Ole Miss on one occasion.

Do you remember what he was speaking about?

The 1ssues of the day. We were in the post-World
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Sainsbhury:

War II period and he was always not only a
politician in the finest sense of that word but, in
my judgement, a statesman, and he would speak about
loftier issues of contemporary history during that
period of time. He seemed to have a grasp of what
was happening in the world as well as in the nation
and 1n his native state. He had served as a
circult judge in a part of the state where my
father, whom I mentioned earlier as having been a
Methodist minister, served 1n his role as a
Methodist minister; namely, mnmy father served at
Louigville, Mississippl as pastor of the First
Methodist church from 1950 to 1956. &nd Senator
Stennis’ home was at Dekalb which 1s not a great
distance from Louisville, In some way or other my
late father and Senator Stennis became acquainted
and they were men who easily engaged 1in
conversation because of the kind of moral and
ethical wvalues that they shared. So, although I
had met Senator Stennis, as I mentioned, a couple
of vears before my father went to Loulsville, that
contackt through Iy father reinforced the
conviviality and the easiness of my subsequent
conversations with Senator Stennis on through the
decades.

Do you remember anything about the 1947 election?
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Wroten:

Sainsbury:

I remember it as being one of the few electionsg in
this century which you might describe as a wide
open election; that 1is, when there 1s not a
guestion of unseating a deeply entrenched incumbent
and in which there are several candidates and the
voters have what I would call using a very crude
analogy to computers, a user friendly atmosphere
for wvoters. The voter would be in the driver’s
seat in that type of a situation. &nd so in that
connotation the candidates made themselves
accessible to the people 1n wvarious public
gatherings and forums and so forth, and it seewmed
that the Universgity of Mississippili, where I was
attending law school, was a particularly attractive
forum for the candidates. One of the reasons for
that was that the campus was crowded with thousands
of returning veterans of World War II, and those
veterans were more mature than your average college
student. They were 1interested in political
matters, interested 1in voting, interested 1in
influencing others 1in their votes, and soO we
enjoyed what you might call a bonanza of attention
from the candidates during that period of time.

Was there any oppositlion to Stennis at Ole Miss
because of the fact that he was a graduate of

Mississippl State?
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Wroten:

Sainsbury:

Wroten:

Sainsbury:

Wroten:

Sainsbury:

Wroten:

None. That element was not involved, according to
my perceptions, in the student body at OCle Miss.
With reference to the 1947 election, it has been
sa1d that there were some electoral irregularities,
Were you aware at the time of anything of that
nature goling on?

No. This 1gs news to me.

I don’t think it was anything major, but there have
been rumors c¢irculating that there were a few
irregularities that may have influenced the
election.

I may not have perfect memory in that respect, but
nothing at all stands out in my mind about election
irregularities in that election.

You say 1t was a very open race, and 1t was,
Stennis was very much regarded as an outsider until
very late in the race...

I think it was more that he was not as well known
earlier in the race than he became with his sense
of presence, the way he could grasp the attention
of an audience with his scholarly and courtly
manner, his cbviousg integrifty. Those attributes, I
think, brought him up to the surface of attention.
He had not been a politician prior to that. He had
been a circuit judge and I believe a prosecuting

attorney and he had practiced law. But he was not
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Sainsbury:

Wroten:

a professional politician, 8o in that sense he may
not have been asg well known when he started into
that campailgn.

Turning to yourself now. In 1954 the Brown
decision unleashed a lot of hysteria in the South
on the issue of desegregation and ushered in a
period of what has been called "massive resistance"
in Mississippi. You were one of the few
politicians of that period [in the state]l to
dissent from the prevailing orthodoxy. I am
interested 1in finding out why vyou did speak up
against what was taking place in the state.

You are absolutely correct 1in that throughout the
whole period of time which embraced the time of

Brown v Board of Education through the crisis on

the campus at 0©Cle Miss, when Governor Barnett
mounted a massive resistance effort against the
federal authorities for the admission of James
Meredith, a black man, to the University of
Mississippi. Throughout that time I was outspoken
and extremely active and aggressive in trying to
present the other view - against the massive
resistance view. Indeed, my stance was that of
Erying to go in a positive direction to make for an
inclusive society and to respect the brotherhood of

all persons regardless of race.



Joseph E. Wroten i3

Sainsbury:

Wroten:

Had you always been a critic of segregation?

Yes, I might illustrate it with a vignette or so
[from] earlier in my life. I mentioned the fact
that T was the son of a Methodist preacher. T went
to Sunday school and church and I learned things
that Christians are taught. A lot of those things
1 learned at my mothers knee. She taught me about
the mission program of our church and how it served
all peoples whether they were in Africa or wherever
they were. Well, I believed what I was taught.
So, I remember when I was Jjust a small child,
around the age of first or second grade, on the
streets of Wwater Valley, Mississippi. I had
occasion to see some taunting of a black man by
some white men. It gave me a sense of moral
revulsion at that vyoung age of five or six.
Skipping on up to the time when I served in the
United States Navy in World War TI, I was on a
landing ship - it was a landing ship medium, so
classified. The number of it was LSM 292. I was
the junior officer of five officers aboard that
ship and, as the youngest and most junior officer
-- Che commanding officer was a prejudiced man from
Beoston, Massachusetts 1t turned out -- I was
assigned a number of collateral duties that he

preferred not to assign to others. OCne of those
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duties was that in the light of the fact that we
were too small to have a ship’s chaplain, and he
knew of my church backgrocund as a preacher’s son,
he asked me to conduct the worship services for the
ship with a full compliment of 60 to &5 perscns on
Sundays mornings. Well, I started doing that and
the first Sunday one of the black steward’s mates
on the ship asked me for permission to attend the
service, and I sald ‘yes, indeed.’ The commanding
officer from Boston heard about that. He summoned
me to his cabin to dress me down about it. wWell, I
considered myself reasconably intelligent, and one
of my other collateral duties was to keep up with
the Navy regulations and keep them posted, and I
had read the Navy regulations. I knew that he
couldn’t force me to conduct religious services in
the first place and so very carefully avoiding any
problem with respect to a court martial, or
anything of that nature, I tried in a straight
forward manner to advise the commanding officer
that 1f I conducted the worghip services on a
voluntary basis -- which it had to be because I was
not a c¢haplain under orders -- that the black
steward’'s mates would be included in the services.
wWhen I told him that he paused for a momenft, sat

down, remained silent from then on about the topic,
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Sainsbury:

Wroten:

and they attended the gervices every time we had a
church service on that ship. I'm speaking about
the periocd of time 1n about 1944 or 1945, after I
had graduated from midshipman school in 1944, So
these two i1llustraticons -- from childhood and my
wartime experience, a decade before I served in the
Mississippl legislature -- will lay the groundwork

for why when Brown v _Board of Education came along,

I locked on 1t as a rightecus, just thing that was
being done by the United States Supreme Court. I
was indeed in a wvery small minority, not only in
the Mississippl legislature, but in the state of
Mississippil generally.

You mentioned that your Christian upbringing had
something to do with your attitudes on fairness and
equal treatment with regard to race. But many
people 1n Migsissippl would have had a similar kind
of Christian upbringing, or at least would have
been exposed to those i1deas at the church they
attended. I'm wondering why you were so different,
why you didn’t succumb to the pressures to conform.
May I partially answer that gquesticon with a
rhetorical question? Why is 1t that some few
members of the United States Congress did not write
bad checks on the House bank while most others did?

You get around to 1individual choice, individual
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Sainsbury:

Wroten:
Sainsbury:

Wroten:

conscience. The way one individual 1s unigque. One
person thinks one way, another...I would suppose in
the light of subsequent history that it may be that
[the reason] there were not more people who took
the same position that T did -- and interpret my
duty 1n terms of race relations -- may lay in the
fact that they were not provided the atmosphere and
the opportunity to do that in those days as they
have since the voting rights legislation and some
of the other developments that 1n a practical way
brought about complete integration of Mississippi
society. You don’t see people nowadays -- only a
few -- who would not sit in the same restaurant
with black people or work alongside black people or
accord black people the same rights and privileges
as others, Why? It may have been triggered by the
legal transformation that took place, but I think
gradually more and more people have been exposed to
an atmosphere and an environment 1n which this 1s
just deemed by soclety to be the right thing to do.
Even in Mississippi.

At any time 1n your career as a Representative did
you feel under any pressure to conform?

Nene.,

Attempts must have been made toe change your mind.

Ch, ves. All the way from acts of persuasion,
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Sainsbury:

Wroten:

Sainsbury:

Wroten:

cajoling, catcalls, threats, intimidation, threats
against my life and my wife’s life, the whole gamut
of things were tried.

I wanted to ask you about that. It must have taken
a great deal of courage at that time 1n Mississippi
to say the things that you did and to take the
stands that you did. Could you tell me in a little
more detail what sort of personal hostility vou
were subjected to.

Illustratively, I might respond by saying that from
Cime to time when I would be speaking at the podium
or the well of the Missisgsippl House of
Representatives I might be interrupted by epithets,
racial epithets thrown at me by my colleagues in
the House of Representatives.

What kind of epithets?

They would use the crude words for black people
followed by the word ‘lover.’ They would suggest
that I was not sticking up for the white race.
They would say "when word gets back to your people
they gonna take care of you." Things like that, on
the floor of the House of Representatives. In
CLerms of other settings, at home in Greenville my
wife and I would receive intimidating and
threatening telephone calls as to what might happen

to us 1f I didn’'t change my vote or if I didn’t
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Sainsbury:

Wroten:

vote a certain way on some issue that was upcoming
in the legislature. There were bombings geing on.
My brother was then chairman of the Department of
Religion at Millsaps College and lived in Jackson.
A Rabbi [who] lived next docor to my brother, his
house was bonbed and my brother was threatened. I
was a friend of the Hodding Carter family in
Greenville. There was a bomb or dynamite placed at
the gate post of Feliciana, the home of the elder
Mr. Carter, Hodding Carter Jr., the father of
Hodding Carter III, who is the commentator who
appears on the Brinkley show from time to time and
was former Assistant Secretary of State. There
were all sorts of things like this going on and in
general just in conversations with fellow lawyers
or with people generally there would be all sorts
of epithets thrown my way. 2nd on occasions when I
would be home on a weekend from a legislative
session during the week, one of the older lawyers
would summon me to his office and tell me that he
was Jjust disgusted with me and fed up [that] I
wasn't representing the people of my county and I’d
better straighten out and fly right. Things like
that .

How did vou respond?

Politely, but negatively. I would typlcally say "I
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Sainsbury:

Wroten:

Sainsbury:

Wroten:

Sainsbury:

Wroten:

just have to vote according to the way my
conscience leads me on that bill."

You obviously took these threats seriocusly. Were
yvou aware of who was making these threats at the
time?

In some instances, ves. The open threats,
obviously. And I was widely acguainted...I was
able to infer the sources on others. 2and I would
get threatening letters which were not completely
anonymous, informing me that I would die on such
and such a day. Things of this nature.

Would they be well-respected people, leaders of the
community or would they be ordinary members of the
public?

The threats, subtle, overt, and whatever, would
come from the whole range of society. All types.
There was no doubt about it, a vast majority of the
populace of Mississippi [was] involved 1in the
effort toward massive resistance of any degree of
desegregation or integration. And with many of
those people these views were lifetime views, long-
held, and change didn’'t come easily to them.

Whe in the legislature did vou receive mest
hostility from during debates?

Probably the most active in debate in terms of

cbvious hostility was the late Thompson McClennan
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of West Point who was serving as a poilnt man floor
chairman for most of the segregation legislation of
that era. Others involved were Francis Gohagen,
who later served in a state office years after he
left the legislature. There was Jjust outright
oppesition, unaccompanied by threats, from the
former speaker of the Mississippi House, Buddy
Newman and also from a former chairman of the House
Ways and Means Committee, Charlie Jacobs. I'm
underscoring the fact that neither of those
persons, Newman or Jacobs, made any threats
although they bitterly opposed the positions I took
and went out of their way to make that clear.
Neither of those gentlemen ever made any threat,
subtle or otherwise, to me. But they were among
those who reinforced the atmosphere in which others
felt freer to make threats against me and my wife.
I've not named a number of personages of the era,
but essentially it invelved the leadership of the
Mississippi House of Representatives, the
Mississippl Senate, most of the state officeholders
cof that day. They would not have elected me to
anything.

You‘ve talked about the people that vyou "crossed
swords with, " and that was most of the people in

the legislature. But were there any members in the
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Wrotern:

Sainsbury:

Wroten:

Sainshury :

Wroten:

Sainsbury:

House or Senate who perhaps wouldn’t say anything
in public, but would come up to you behind the
scenes and say "well I would like to have said
something but I just can’t."

Yes, A very large percentage of the Mississippi
House of Representatives was composed of those
individual representatives who probably held views
fairly close to my views but who, for overt
political reasons back home, didn‘t feel free to
vote the same way I did or to speak the same way I
did. But they would come by after a session would
adjourn in the late afternoon, stop by my desk for
a visit, and frankly tell me so; they thanked me
for my having articulated their innermost views and
yearned for a circumstance where they could take
the same position and go back home.

Who were some of these people?

Well, I’'d have to search my recollection now to
identify individuals. But I could if given some
time.

But there were a good number?

There were a substantial number.

What did you think of that. You were speaking up
for what you believed was right, and these people
wanted to speak but felt they couldn’t. How did

yvou regard them?
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Wrotern:

Sainsbury:

Wroten:

well, I considered myself perhaps sufficlently
experienced 1n human nature to understand their
fears, their CONCerns, and their outright
shortcomings in terms of persevering with what they
knew was right. And so I didn’'t consider it my
role to sit in judgement on them. So all I could
do would be to wish that they had summoned up
enough strength and fortitude to vote the way they
really thought. It was more a sense of sadness
than it was any other type of competition.

During your time in the House did you come Lo meet
Senatcr Stennis again?

Yes, ilndeed. I‘4d be glad to share something about
that. For one thing, Senator Stennis was a popular
speaker at c¢ivic functions and things of this
nature, and occasionally he would speak perhaps to
a Jolnt meeting of the civic clubs at Greenville
where I was practicing law while in the legislature
at the same time. and I would get a chance to
speak to him, though not at length on those types
of occasions, but kept up my acquaintanceship with
him. Then came a time in the early 1960s, before I

left the legislature in late 1963. ...

END OF SIDE ONE, BEGIN SIDE TWO

Wroten:

Then came a time during the early 1960s, while I

was still a member of the Mississippl legislature,
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prior to my departure at the end of 1963 or in
January of 1964, when I was visiting Washington,
D.C. for a church board meeting, of which I was a
memper. I was then a member of the general board
of Christian Social Concerns of the Methodist
Church. It was a group which acted as the social
conscience of our great denomination, and I was an
active member of that. While in Washington, I went
toc pay a courtesy call on Senator Stennis at his
office in the Senate office building. 2nd I saw
that there was crowd of people walting to see him
in the anteroom and I thought "Oh no, I won’t get
to speak to him." But his receptionist took my
name into Senator Stennig and he had her escort me
just inside his door ahead of all of those other
people waiting and he came bounding over to me with
his great big bear hand and grabbed me by the hand
and almost wrung it off. He told me how glad he
was to see me and ... that he had been reading the
Mississippl newspapers and he had been following
the Mississippl news through his agents 1in
Mississippl. He had been noticing the stands that

I had taken since 1952 really, and [had]

accentuated after Brown v Board 1in literally
thousands of votes on the questions involving race

relations that were coming through the legislature
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Sainsbury:

during those years. ...That particularly he had
noticed how I had been fighting the white Citizen’s
Council on issues sguch ag their trying to get the
legislature to channel public tax monies to their
efforts through various mechanisms, such as the
State Sovereignty Commission and other endeavors.
Indeed, they even were trying to fund out of tax
monies -- and I think they did -- a speaking tour
by a man named Myers G. Lohman who was a renegade
Methodist from Cincinnati whose views were
extremely arch-conservative, roughly the equivalent
of John Birch-type views or white Citizen’s Council
views. They did subsidize a speaking tour by him
throughout the state of Mississippl. Well, Senator
Stennis had watched how I had fought them in my
role as a Representative and in my private life as
a layman in my church, how I had been fighting that
kind of thing within the church. 2aAnd he said he
just wanted me to know that, although he had not
deemed it appropriate for him personally to say the
same things I was saying publicly because he felt
that he could be more effective by staving in the
Senate and being available to vote on some of the
climactic issues of the day.

Did he feel that he would be defeated if he had

spoken out?
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ves. I think he was saving to me that he felt that
1f he took the same stance as I was taking that he
would be defeated for re-election as Senator, which
was otherwise unheard of in those days. He was at
the zenith of his prowess and political power at
that time. So, he was very frank with me. He told
me that he had chosen not to take that path, but he
wanted to tell me that he prayed for me every night
and the positions that I was taking and [he] urged
me to keep the strength to keep on saying the
things and voting the way I did and taking the
stands that I 4aid.

On  the previous occasions you had met Senator
Stennis, when vyou were making stands against
segregation, the Citizen’'s Council, and the
Soverelignty Commission, did he ever... [pause] A&s
I was saying, when you met Senator Stennis on
previous occasions before this meeting in 1964...
Excuse me. If was prior to 1964. It was scme time
between 1960 and 1963, and it was during the Ross
Barnett gubernatorial administration which ran from
1960 to 1964. It was while I was still in the
legislature so 1t would not have been after the end
of 1963.

On other occasions that you met him, did he ever

c¢riticize the gtances that vou were making or
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disagree?
Never. No. Not the slightest hint of any

disagreement. He seemed to feel impelled to let me
know that he agreed with the stances I was taking.
Senator Stennis made a number of speeches at
Citizen‘s Council meetings but from what we can
gather he wag never a member..

I doubt that he was a member, because 1n that same
coniversation in his office in washington he said,

amorlg other things, "keep on fightin

thoge white

42

Citizen’s Councilors with all you got."

So he was definitely opposed to what they were
doing?

Yes, Explicitly.

Was he opposed to their objectives or more their
methods?

I'm not unmindful of the fact that Senator Stennis
publicly took positions and made speeches which on
technical diagnosis would make someone who did not
know him, 1in the sense of my private meeting with
him in that office, feel that he was just as much a
part of the segregationist apparatus as anyone.
It’s just my feeling, overall having watched him
closely all through that time, that he vearned for
an opportunity to take a different stance.

What yvou are saying is that he would like to have



Joseph E. Wroten 27

Wroten:

Sainsbury:

Wroten:

Sainsbury:

been more liberal on the race issue but his
constituency prevented him from doing that?
Exactly. He felt constrained by the pragmatic
necessities, as he saw 1t, to stay 1in public
office. 2nd I suppose that one of the things that
made him want to stay in the position that he did
in Washington [was] that occasionally he could
strike a blow for justice. He was one of the few
United States Senators, for exanmple, who publicly
toock a stand against Senator Joe McCarthy's
tactics. He couldn’t have done that, in his mind,
1f he lost his power base back home.

Do you think that applied to a lot of politicians
in Mississippl at the time?

Yes, I think so. Senator Stennis was probably the
foremost of those in our congressional delegation.
Frank Smith, I think, when he went to Congress from
Mississippi, took public positions somewhat 1ike
Senator Stennis did on such issues, but he also, I
think, had the same deep, secret, personal views
that would 1lead in another direction, toward
Progress in race relations.

You mentioned just now that some legislators would
come to you and say they agreed with what you were
saying but they couldn‘t say it publicly

themselves. Did any other whites in the community
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Wroten:

give you any support?

Yes. Particularly in Greenville where I lived.
Greenville 1s the county seat of Washington County
which has been known throughout Mississippi history
as one of the more liberal counties basically. To
1llustrate that, at the time of the Civil War the
delegate from Washington County voted against
secession at the Mississippl secession convention.
And so 1t’'s rooted in history. In the 1920s, when
the Ku Klux Klan was resurgent across the South, an
effort was made by the Klan to take over Washington
County, but a prominent author, William Alexander

Percy, who wrote Lanterns on the Levee, during the

1920s made a statement publicly that 1f anyone
wearing a white sheet walked down Washington Avenue
-- the main drag in CGreenville -- that he’d fill
them full of Dbuckshot. That typified the
leadership position in Washington County. So, the
Klan did not become resurgent in that county even
though it did across much of the South. and in the
1930s Hodding Carter came there, having been
literally run out of Louisiana by Huey Long, and a
group of prominent Greenville businessmen
subsidized his newspaper operation as he started-up
there, and he became legendary. He won a Pulitzer

prize for taking a stand about the Nisei camps of
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wWeorle wWar IZ wintaegs, 1o 3 sonse : orace oelas ions
editorizl sLanse, Rhat won him Ehe Pulizzor prize.
He wenz anhead - bhat was HWilliam leodding farter
XL, Enme Lirsn of bie Carter oditors &t Urocnwills.

.

wnen fhe Zacial division was ackagzed rlhrooaglh Srown

v Roard of Mducabicn, al [ir=k Carvrer was Taking a3

SOt of Useparabe bul o #goalt position, but he
gradual iy evolvod Do owhen he Sied, aboub tnfbesn o
Ewerbty yroarzs age, ag had come over to Zoing a vwory
Soslbive aupporiar of inglusivensss, llzz 2onm, o0
Ltz oknar  hand, was &_ways  LCocthriagbe and  an
culyight advecste of inteograbicsn, Solng awiy wioh
Lt szgregotion barricors eand s Zo:bn. aed k=
feally Degan fo Fun EAc nowapapsr for his fakklkar in
Ehkz lace 1550z, Wiaen be gol onk of Privoeccn - he
came back acme. 111 30, Lhrorqghour ke 1%60s £nc

TEwEpaner Lners, the Ueolba Sornoralio Taines,  was

cnders Lha eadershis of che vowlgor JDazias whio was
ruch acrs Jinzvel Thnan hiz Zatlher was, £ Uhoagh o
Zaol oot pecple, T rhin%, stiill chick vthaz s Father
v the Puliteer crize for adveosascy of a4 pro-
Incegration SCaco 1 rase FE_otions:; ihowss abouk
the Japwanese Ansricans who wore Coroinly semoved
Zoza Lhedr homes snd put o in Bhe Wised ocamps. Ha
CEME &_ang, bog, and ne evencually Decams, o as T

gaid,  mush omsre “iberal hdmaeiC oo

LTS

o vhe race
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vioseph . Weoolen Az
quasl oo,

Sainsbury : Did vouo conter with hxm al. a2l abous what was going
ixf im the staco?

Wroren;: They weara omweng oy closSost personal [oiamds ancd
have ereined =0, On one cocasion dering Lhe Jimmy
Carcer atmitiskretion, while yvourng Hodding, =Zoddiog
I11, waz serving df Assistant Scorclhary ol Slaca
[or M:blic Relacicne and beocawme Lhe spohesmen for

the 3tabe Zspavemant in the sichlly bBrieSings atwgs

“he condilion of rhe american hostaas

-

>3 L Zran; he
wsEs chr sookesman duzing bEhet Taime. orong thaz
pericd o cime I had oocasion £ be in Aeshiagoon
and eajoycd & wisll bo his hems on 3 Saturssy for a
geafood  gumi: dismer That owvonLng. I was
privileged o pbe chere wocn there we-e Flve
aomne, iz

hzsigtant Secrelarxies of =72 1n Al

.
'l

T
wife wiz one of Lhen and he was one and, as o
recil 1 Ehe hssigrbant Eacrelary gf Scats For African
Effpivs was chore, one of Lwe ophers. Sis wite wss
Ene  Assiavant Sagraebkary of  State  for Sonial
Policica or whengwsr, T tovger the coxaso Lille.

Cainzbhory: That 'z Patc Lerian?

ok Pabt Tevian, weos. We'we madnlbaised our Sriendship
Ehrocugh Eac years. I osse him only rarely aow whon

he's zack hone.

Guinsburg 2aide [resn Zxlding Carcer, Whe =lase  in bBEhe
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somminicy suoporlaed wou®
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INTLEIEIng SUpR0rT,  gJiven thoe poalitical

stands I was Laking, Zrom a log 2f che leaderakip
ol che oomruonicy, As Iosay, bdscoricaily 1t has
Sean o nore lizeral coonty Lhan opksy osunbEles Ln
Hiszissinpa, although within +he 159850s, ofter Ene
Carvars sold the nowscavner & woongg Sodading went
o Woshingzon, althowgh btis mobher remainsd cehing,
Graenvillie and Washinglon Uounly hawe gons in &
dooidedly congsryarive direction.  The leadershin
there 1§ prolehly avron-consorvalbive o .

Lid you hawve any oontact at £aiz time with Black
leaders or biock crganizationz o Lhe Dells and kRhe
glale gt large?

Ol wes .  As o metber of Zact after I had baen one
of owo momcers of the lsgislacure to Zaght Covernor
CErnTLT on “he Marsdicn gase - that was Lo che Eall
ot 1962, T [Gllowing sumresr T owas dofeoated for
re-clachion an Weghingtbon Cownzy,  oven Lboagh DL
wan  relatively  iizeral, Bul.  wvenwr zhorbly
Encreaflber, In the ganme docade, 1 o was eleoied
cnairan of  Lia Washingoon  County  Domoorat i
Exeoubtive Comriilées on an inclusive slate, & black
and ﬁhite Exacubive Commitboo. A in vhal role

wo owanl. Loy rhe  ¥Missiaciopli  stale Derooretic

L

oonvennion in Jackson,  £hls o owas 1535, a wery
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climacbic  wsar 4 ares:donlial policics and
AEHASSINATI0NSG . {ur inclusive Qroup Sood Shaloes
2T R avigte copnvesbicn whiich were prio-incagracicn,
pro-rasiusl inclusivehnass, angd s we wore on bhe
oulslde of the leadorshin of the state conventicon,
oul. we fermed our ownr delegation £ES Qo Ko Lha
Thizageo Demsoralic convanbion —n 2268, and i oa
credlentials fight wae seooseded in provailing owers
the old guurd conservative delegation composed af
Coac cotgressiconadl felegal lon aod the goversor S0
oChers [rom Mississippl, and we wavzs bne ones whe
WO Emuabed, o was & rvasis ly nclusive

Aelegutnion ifrom Mizsiszsipzi that was soakbad al

o

Cordcags A TREE, D wan oA nemiwr of that grous.
Thet waz Lhe Mississigplr Froodoo Demogsratl s Paroy?
Az Wra Fresaca Jemccrakbic Party hed gons £o
At lanzic Civy In 1964 gnd had wagoed s credancials
tight fhara.
Wore wou involred i thal v

wWdE ok 1n kne Fresdom Demooratio Zarcw, I owas in
the Loval:z: Temoscracs, which was ¢ rasially
inteoraked group, whick was [ar eore suocessiul
Politically vhan the Freedom Dormocralls PaToy was.
Llert Qnu]d vou hHavo Sictfered ldanlogloal.y from —he
Minsissapnl Froodom Dencoratis Parcy

I guess, in terms of meavibe oo approcash o Caings.
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Tor o amanmple, historically, oy TOIe DA Dean upe
cront in public olaves like the Lagislature, in
church, cormusily mestinogs, things 2f chat nature,
ans 1n just slances that I rtake publiciy., 1 have
never hees oo Lor et iInvolves in cTroct
damcniirabiong and so forcan and 2 had Lhe Saeling
Exnal Lk Fraedom Depocratic Parcy was morse onolinsd
Fo a  Safferenl alwle, o differant gpproach.
fibnougn L respecled bEheir vight o bEake Epoae
approaches, 1Tt Jusi wast't ooy cking, To go Thak
Tout e, Guz, 1 Chink e vwlbimake geals  were
rronazly the zz2ms.

Trior o your L lvemsns Ry zh= ovaiiar
Democrats, what contact Jd2d wou have wich bloack

leaders T

—
!
1

e area of conzact waz 1o oore cheeest:. Y
Er=re w3z a Mochodzigl  convocakion for homan
relaticns IhwelZ o Lhe comgpus of Southers Metaodist
Jniwversicy in Lailaz. T went with a grous £oom oy
chmess conterense in Korth Mississ:pnd, =sonms of
whua Fisd never had an ooperbuanily Dor concbaot wikh
Black pesogle, owoen in the chaest:. Arnd LT owas 1n
Ehe secting al chac human melalicns confersnce thac
they bovane ascroeinzad wich the black Hekbodist

~EEders from our oswn geographeo area., ! mad Known

Lhasn pervscnally many  yvears bafore  chab. For
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examplo, whan I was 4 student arc law schocl ac Ole
Miss in the 1%43s, Jjust after - g3t ouz af the
neval service, - would go with raczallvy integralbed
student Jrowvps fram Ole Miss to Rusc Colloge at
Holiy Hprings Ior MechosSist mooeeiings which plso
Wwore sorl of o an ezcapads in btoxms of  dange: o
whptever i thofe daws.  Andd so T o had met oa lot of
Lhase same Leaders in LAl ooonotation, Jut, we
Fi:iTE omn o that ani sowe new bleck laasders nsd come
gl dn tho  Mobhenilsl [chureh, trom Morth
Missilssippl oy 1958, azd so T wes able o help as
&n introducer in Lhak sebcino, Then woe came back
[rimn there and worked —ogetier on projeces such as
cpaning v che facilikies =l gur Wathodisc
comfarvance 10 Korth Hississipai.  Specitizally, for
exampla, boe Methodiac gamp,  SDamp Takes Srhevens,
five milas cub of Celozd, inoa niliy saction near
Oumfeeio A cang that bad bes: starvred poock on Eoe
1240 . M unkill we suoocesdod it oellisyg Db opened
.  LCov  razial  inciuasivenazs [Z+] has newer
permiblhed Dlack peocle Eo o use thal e foodLicw,
S, T was lcentiticd wWith a2 grocn chat gob it
opened up. Then we wozkesi bogether toward the
mEvger of our conferences angd T was mergeox
cofnil.iees bhat  finally asuccaeded in che ezrly

1

W3
"I

Thse 1 achieving a  merger o ha HNeren

LT
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Migzsiassippl bloacks wirh the MNercs Sissaissipod

r

walbea in wha Worth Mississ_ppl drited Hekbodis:

crlzza. Then at BEbz norlonal level 7 was involwed

in parallel groups, (Il weno o all oorls o
malicesl meetings where | worked hand iz bang wilkh
Dlack goople o Loy Lo agbidewve goals, through thc
choeror, S raccal inclusivenoss.

Sa1rSiLry g wou ever kKnow the Zewr. Zgmes who was oa wlack
mimigTar and .o a hewapaper edilor?

WL s Yez I know Boow. Humsas.

BALOEIUry id vou know hin personal DT

WraTen; T omelk nim.

ZoinsDury; vhal: lZred of han was ae?

Wrag e te cans dows gshvonoly on the conservalive sida.  He
wad At apclogisc for & Lot of che wore of Lhe whibe
Olldlzen's Counclls, a_tocugh 0owoesldon’ s aoouse HAm
ol dislovalty to his people or anychiing of chat
nituxc. He foumnd 17 mors convoenicnt £ Cooparald
Wit Long wiiics oover,

Feinsbhury; In [ach, kbsvs were 2 fowr 2lack newspaps: adioors
of Lhei psEriod who coogeratcd winn Lhe Yovarsigoby
Cornlsgion,  Sron what oocan gathern. Paonle 1ike

Par:yry Greans of bae Jagcdn:s Sivnsale an] cnerve s

an o slitor un otn wWew Alkany who Sid o alan.
Wroken; oS,  there have ba2en somc discolozuze: of Lhe

nagetialiens batween the Sovoroiinly oo ssion and
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cErtaln Hlagk lesdsrs, I woold hope Lbal owe dioy
e more ol che Srubb and the licht aboull all ol
thaz il all thoge documentz are opened un Lor Lhe
pul:lic 7o inapact.

oid wol ke Rew. Brown? fic was &2lmo & kRlack
editcr Exrom The Delia. Hig newspaper was called

Tha Souchcorn Sun.

1 P

TE was a Zzadcr pulliztad o the 1L¥Eils, I nokt
sure how Loy DL surwiwved,

Wall, n bpe 12302 2 wez not Ln the Naicg.  Tr che
1230e T wig guowing ulz in Walber Walley st SToringh
and {Zulmitwis over on this z2ide of Libe =ikube.

ITm alsn dolng rescarch oo an oogand zarion of black
protessicnals,  westly  =2dicators  and naniscors,
called che Cormilize of One Zundred. 1 weonder, by
any  ananze,  wWhebhor  you've  oone ao00ss ERat
CrYAnNITALIon, or heard chat came bhadoret

I'we heard that zerr, LChouch 7 1= oisr the
arganiracion of whick vou spedak. Thak same cerm
weldn usad whnen 1 wWaz o oa siaxienl. ab Tl Hiss, 1n Law
school, Zor a sellgitns sonphasis wesi spobsorship
CONURLE e . Towasn oco-chalroearn ol fnhe relilgious
arpMiasi s wsek Committeoo of a Zusdre:d as oo studens
al Ole Mizs,  Cur scle reason Ior exizhence was bo

conftuch & religious emphasls wess on the campus ac

=
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Lae Tmiversity of Missizsippl.

Do ower: know the origin of Lhis perbionlar comeept
GioCommicbos of Oy Hundeed?  Trve comre E0rcss it oa
aumbae of LLmes.,

I nave celled mysell a  carcful  abserver  of
Mizsasaipp: aakiars througneur my cifekias, and I
dor't thing I Hpve enoocuntered the torm in any
obacr  consalebion fhan £hat atudont religions
Coonalat lon o ab Ole Miss .

L 1L

o

soal dideds Ehink oyou o woaeld bRave 1os

14

netore.

2L T0U anLd w18 T wes aopualinbaed with zlacksz and
I mentioned those it the church relac-onship. L'm
alss woll acguzintad with one of tne Foremnst
leaders ol the MAATE and was involwed i joinl
ENIEAVOrS polilically Bupron ZEnEV.,  Wo woro vory
flose friends and ceve remadisned such chrough che
vears, although - don'l zee bBin 2z ofben o have
cunbact with hzw a2 ofles sincs he has beesn s=xving
1n che legislaluzs end T movad away Srom che Lellba,
wWacre we botho Tiwss, o, Towo tusTonaon bad osoaslion
Lo Zec lim ouch 1l ezosnt wears,

Dl wou csllascrata wilh him i bEhe 1350357

Well, in the 2%80:, T woild zay, in cermz of saron
Henonyr, That. a&cauainbance came azoet througk the

work of bhg Miszissippl Loyvslish Damoorat.do Party .
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He was & leader 17 chat and 1 made  zone
contribecl lonis

Lidd vou cwer joln the WARCES

i T Hnow Etkabt ciheze bawve beenr parsons 2f The
wilTe race pormitied oo join bhe KAMCE over -he
yeuvs, but 1ojust never had pocazion o be dovited
and T never wvolintacred. T othoughr b would e
m2re cficccive Cor me Do reabte in £he ways —hat L
e related, Laxing e S N W posicions and
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sAalure . T omight hasten e add Lhat. afbker T had
oeryest in ks leglslature and onded Lhal, servicoe ak
The end of 1363, and atcer all of e Demnos:abis
Cayby mo.ltilcs that ongued [or Rz vest o thate
tecade, T owez 2lectod in 1970 Lo Decin sarving the

Eirst of Lbres four year terms as county  judge ol

wWexahinglon County,  That ncluded bha yvoulb copek
oF vthe Cuwvandls oourt, during ERcoe years, Loo. In
vhal. ocommokbkakicn, T alae kel ooossion b he
invelved in on-g2ing elCforks b difizrent groucs o
Spren ComMINLTY Yelarticols gronps gogd Enings of chis
NaTurs. Autio A0 omy rols as a jutge Iowas able,
hopefullsy, ro be inEluvential in belpong o lon of
CIORE COnuni £y EYEe ENScavors Lo Coma ol ong.

Wa Lalked sbout the Sovercigruy mmuission aarlier,

g D'd now like Ko oask wos someching fursher about
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The Domanlssion, Howr  lmperb:aon. o yvou Ehins she
Scveoraignly Jommission  was St Miswissinpi's
cetmalgn of dofiance? T bhaevs neard it ssid thac
Ehey weres profcy inellaslhual, that choy wore a kind
af mupbling "Xevsoone Jops" organizaticn.  What is
your perspective o the Scwavaigoby Sommission?

Wrolzn s I would oob ayres with bhaz, I conzidered i Lo De
oosub maza, Socrel SrguaniFacion o wn o Terms of iks
nacoasEibiliny for goruciny, @vas b membhsrs ool
Lhe Zzoazlature, I8 nad gresl porential Do do
creal. um and was alwsys it oa sosiclon o eXerclie
a ¥Gog an which 1c could hawve fmd ocwtcascrophis
g5 75 on bho safely and securicy <> 3 _ot of
peopoe, The Lives of 4 lal of people,  Swven 12 it
Was  not o as z2ifecccal &z maying  Lhoss bEyvpaes of
constreoslivs ovitlcelsms have =sugossbed, Sh owas oa
groat stuanling Tlock to prodrass in Mississippl.
Lt was Ihersa, it was a monciith.  Tiowaz & means of
chanozling monies inta daswsging profects, such acs
Lo Myers G, Lefnan cowr Lhes Tomenticnes, Ty
reackhed omn of Migsissippl and goo one af khs ooest
raczeal, congervative ohvrclunan in snec o oo ooma
cowr. At rvy ko destroy his own: ohnroh dn
Migaissippl Fhrougn his spoech-rmaking and bBis smear
SHAMpALITS . Kow, L oam amang Those whe olicwve Blhas

Frle Johnzzon has made a conbvioution in bz oo
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book Missiseippi’s Defiant Yearxs, ik whick fc

oubtiinea kis perzpecllive abzmt chs Sovsredgnty
Commissicn &ad Dow e wonld oot havs Deen ons ot
CLRose whe weulsZ have lel 10 bhe csad, For example,
o cauese Zeaths o veople G o serious beelily injury
oy Ekhaz sorl ol Likaog. H2 ogew nimgael P osg sorc of &
srabilizins ioaliuence, angd T agres wioo ohab, ...
Frle Johnsten did try bo Koep 1L Crest golng ower
Lhe sdgs,. Zuz the Sovercignby Commisaion, it Lerirs
of 1bs mennership, alwavs bad cthe power Lo ool Lhe
crounit out from under oveh A senewvolenl dirsclor
~1ke Erle Jebknston, and Lo de disuasmprous sype
Ekyngs o peocle. [Zhey] probakls 12D gan away
wil.lb: e shenanioans Caan LFrleo Johmston
Cririanloandne s We won't know Ior 2use, ol courac,
unlil we ses The nublic reccrsd, Buc L nover book
In lighlly angd T newer regardecl T Az Tetally

"

Inaffeoztual 2ither. I foughc ik hard on the [loor

[

of the legis’_atuzro.

2 oremd Johaszon’s bhosk in preparavticen For Lhis

inlerview, angd T came across o rolorence in

connackhicn wizth che setcing up of Che Saveselgnly
Conmission in 1d%a From what I understand, on Lhe
firse kalleot veou vobed in Lavor of bhs Commission

TeLng Seb oy, Lz thal oozres)?

Zois wwrvress, and I ochaink Erle CSchnscon Lracks



Joaseph .

Eainsbury

wWealoer

wronan L]

Enal as well as I'we seen b Tecorded. On Lhe
first  wole MWilliam Winter, who Later bacanre
governcr, and a Iew of us, thought chat the waw Lk
was presenled there,, (chat whatk ¢ was golng Lo bs
wez  fomebhing like Lhe Virginia Commisslion oo
Tonstitntional Sovernaent wnich o soeasly oublisbac
eoPpRes of Lhe Comnscituticon and Bhs 5101 of FZichlLs
2l a Lot of dogumencz from our Tounding Fazhers.
[W= zhoughc thal kb would bel a sor- of stab_lizing
Lhing when chars ware cthose whn wsre so vabkid and
radical in Mississippl that Lhey were wviclousiy
abtacking Lha 1.3 Suypremc Courn, for emansie, [or

Srowe v Bosvd and Lhings ltke chat. 32, iF came up

ranier qpuickly and Lhas 15 £ne way - was nrssentes
o the tloor of the House,  and so owe 3412, on che
ivilial wgte, wvora Lhob way. ot Lrle records what
happaned whon we were able £ calk around amd Sind
ok owernighl  or wichin a day or 50 what  was
Invilverd there, a2l chen abvicusly tha resc is
risbory,

i

I ingh wanted oo gat wour wersion ol avanno
Bigie.. My mocive was chat 1 choughl, iz would be
arGlher sort of clons of the Yirginoa Oomissi1on on
Comsbltibicnal Sowarnment, Qhey had Desn wailing
2ll avar The country copias of the Bill of Righes,

tha Comsbirucion 2nd s Fortl.
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Wheonowes wou arg mencioned Ln thiz period che name
Carl wWelsanbery 13 #ls2 menticned in che aamo
SonZexb . What o was yoor relebicnshis with hiam?
Carl waz a gond Sriend of mine.,  Ho was cldeor than
and we ceme from entizeiy different Dackgzonnds,
Zuk we fourd A omkuyaliby, a friendshis —hat stayed
with ©E chrough bLiwe yesss. Unforvzunately, Carl
gdied, T think, 2 couple of yeesss ago. Tru-zially, T
corcldnfe o guite figure Carl oot when s Fivss comsa
T btne logizlavire bacause he did a litcle clay-
asting on che [loor of rhe House by nazing & scooch
or 50 in whizsk onc would think bhanr 5e was Aol t
Hiiler reingcornaced, .. in terms ol soss ol Lhose
racial bills.  Burb, ho &1 it in a acs. of cat ang
meese hvne ane, I nowver comclenely ungdershoon
Zerl's mind on Zhnat, bual e asmsure] oe Tobcer bBhet
what he was CSolng was plaving with them; that he

wanbed zmae how ke could caleapoll Lhelp @snotions

e ¢ sorn of 2 latoratory axper_encs ol Adsing
LTl . Rur wvery sconh it bBoecame olear where his
Faars. wmulv law, and bhe bocame one of the [iz:oask
oupcnankts of che old guiard asnd Lhe posikbions chab
Ehey were Caking. He dida't alwoys vobe wich me on
bhnose matters, Buet when Lhe cluloh cims opme ha
dig. Gn the xevw legislation isvelving Bhe 2l Miss

Grisis Corl and I were Bhe aoly laeg members of the



™
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Salnatigry:

Arobon

Wenllen e

erbive legislacure wWho bock Lha oosibions thoet we
did. We had dinter cogether quits ofben andl we
wioin il Rals, By che way we onopsraked bo help our
gamzblbuents wath oa len of wator poro lagislaczon,

He wes ingerasted in the gors al Pascagoula ang T

1

was interestad in khe porc st Sroemville an Lo
Missizssicpl river gnd we stent & lob of ocur workisg
nours, Since we wers sorkb ot ostracized by most of
the cthers, werr ko1 g o7 SorT logiszacicrn.
Motwithelasding all of the hDosocolizy cowi=zd us, we
WEre guiToe sucoaszsitl I ogerning our LlecislaTtiom
A Tt L I docn'c Kowoaw whekbher Fhsy were
nbimidaced Dy what Lheay Loeoghh wa might say or
drr,  but o we weore able Lo gert oun home folks
Legislacoon threouch.

[ would lix<a we lurn now o your eleccoral defaal
in 1563 when, L Delieve, Walosr Sillers was wvery
nflasntigl in getting [wou] unssabesd. Wwas —har
the case?

Mot riibe,  He was corbainly oposed b ome angd be
of Zered oy opoconent bhg ooperbuniby £s Tesume nls
position as stalrman 2f che House ways and Means
CommicTes if he siould be re zlacted. But 1 was
wabobang and listoning and obmerving as clossly as

T cenild and dzntt thiok Lhab Weltar 541 llsrs scoks

wibn amy of the leoaders in aw counby . He dared oct



Jowments B Wrocen a4
becausc ne koew thabt T had scrong sugpeors anchg the
leadership of Wastingooen County ancd ke wculd have
lost fare wikk a ot of rcac leaderabtip  of
Washingron County, his adicining county < Lolivar
County, 1f he were cavghl oopoesing me overt v, 5o,
he reslly diZn't Lake an ackive rola in Lc. My
CGRpIOnenT  wWas & man aated Hillkon [Tro] wWaazts. ...
Hilzen's  broztihner  had  baen  elected to the
leqisisture in the eacly 19308 Zrom our ocunty, and
nod disd, S0 Hillon becsame bis sucoessor, I dontt
Teaall whethar e was appoinced inilially azxl chen
Tan Tor o elaction,  but he Degan Lo senva as o oo
Aenrasankabive romo any SO, Aol merved
contingousiy up until his deleat by o naswoomer, &
voung tarmer from the coral marc of the councy, in
J959, khe wvesr Hosa darnelt was elscred governor,

Dr_gachs Ogps heat Waits becavace Waila had beconre

inalllenbive o the ne=da of our cowniy . He bzak

irlr on ks msrits of chings like Lhat: people woo

wErEn't 20 muck incorested in Lhe racs sroestion, .

wops servel for Iour wears ol then we hai a sarc

ol fres-for-z11. We had a fres for oall  cype

ayalbem, bk them the post gvslesn bad been

estlablishzd where you ran for an idencifichle post,

Walks was 5o muth in oppoailion «o 1y poink of wiew

chat he thought 1 was Lbs most wulnerakls, which I
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wel i, ongd s¢ he ran sgainst me and brearn ;e by oooes
Eoo bilg 3 margin.

Sainabury: That's tor the noeminacions

Weoben: lrn thaose dars wa didn't have a wviable Hepuilican
FArty i omr gounky, bur this wss for tne clocbion
£z the legislobure.

Saisnngry s 52 what did he von ez

v eIi: oran Aas g Temooratb,  Ch, che clectlon was 1n Khe
Somooratic primgry whioh in thosc  vwoaXs  wWas
CANMTEMZUNT To &ah coeclion, beocanse thars wosld e
T GPLONent 1n cihe Howenbier alzcbion aFter the
LY ITIETY . NE Zeoab moe 1 LI nE L., To was
crihiibly the mozt hard fcughl oolilcoosl guouepeign om
& _ocal level in Lhe hWiscory of this sTaze.. .. 1
mzat, roallsy.
Sainciury: Was 1T o8 ciose zallz?
Mlres s ‘R Fairly closo call. I ocazeled 2l of tha counsy
exoent his sido o cine oonnly gver ar Teiandg, bk
the vore was so overchelming ‘o tbis Some town chat
IE OVOrCAMD Oy SATnow mariins in Sressyviilo and
dowin Tl riwer zide of Eos councy . Tn o Sher werdds,
T uw3i1ll carvied Crecowville, Lhs oounsy fSan Tomm
where I J1ved, the mosh pomclous comooni by, bas by
8 Marrsw mardgin. He careied his nome cows by 2

ouge margin -- where bhe prasticed loaw al. of his

lifte.
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Weoten;
Sairnshury:
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rores LS

=
At il g

What, do wed ranemzer how asoul Roal Sampniant

I reoennsr svervtohing aboul L. Tr was ona ot
those carpealigrns in whick, sltheougn woe didsrr hawve
aopeEss b0 Ecievision, che newspaper ftignt was az
hard zs5 vourd soe. Do the ourrent prostichbial
conkbest on TV, 1 m=arn, il was that proo.nsct,.  Faon
ol every day [or vthe whals year, vyou midac zay.
Full page ads, &1l sorts. ..
HEETH TAEE TwWi

Lid  owo se=s Or obzali entor mananks Srom
infiven.ial Temsorats in che atana?

Mo,

Cid Wgizs?

Moo He was an introwvesl amd ks owouls not willingly
g Gul and even asd sonchody Lo wole See in, bub
ac did ic Lhat canmaign, tlo d2d nol aoxc, ooy
oo _edge, Ay sndorsements from olier ool Leliciansg,
ut he gol o macor endorsemont fo Pael Tonnson,  who
WaE Tunning for goveracr ab Lhel Liee, st T othink
thb s Ehs cime whcn PPaul was elagrbed govermnar --
VoUNS Paul.  He mads g sgeech at Lelasd Do which he
just castigatad me up one sodo and dowe the alher
in Zzwor of hix Friens Bilton wains. Sul. bz oddid
Caal on his own, Facl Johnaon did Ltar b=cause C
wis the snammy, L was Liw oonoonst. I woulid ot

wone The whitc Citizen‘'s Sounoi | Line,  and  so
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Sainsivngry

Wrok 2

forba.

Hear Influential was Sillers' oftfar to appoint your
oupanEnbl b The Ways and ¥eans Comunillles?

Il 1% hard to measure.  Bul il gonld have persuaded
scma of the Duesinessmier bEwvopes o =zome of  the
industrialtiaca, particulariv  those  who  wore
newsohocrs Lo Liig county, The county was =Lill
qQreagling £aen, Itdustries were coming in, and so
Lockh, and persons tranaplanbed feom other scacss
wites didn't Rnow meo, didofb koew o, tight nave
bzan persaedsd by the fact chal DL owas ocoblizly
lkouren Khat, alzhough he had inuss biz posiclon as
gbusiviman of the wWeayas and Means Commibzes when ke
wias delfesztzd 10 1555, 17 he were ra-algosald <hae
Sillars woaold reapzoint Bim co Lhan . i, thuab
could have pelled a Zew wvobeos by Lhose porsons who
wheren 'l motivaced othorwiace  Lelwsen Lhe by
candidutes, It could bhavas conleibuzzsd o the small
margin tost he had. Bob, again, Siliers wmasie =0
pusliy zhatemsnt except: "I Hilkon Weits i3 re-
elecled T will reappoint  fRim,t Mg peonla
regazded That 5 an act of molicigel friendshiz
noes bknan Zillers necoszarily dadsng ik against me.
Agaln, Siilers, [or a weviecy of personal and
polizicsl reoasons, was neb golilg oo ooie oub and

aliack e, Ha nad differed will me.



Jooepk . Wroben L8
ZEnshury : Woen you Rad coine U [Lor re-slestion prooy oo Chat,
hed you encountered any prolloms? 2om Lnlerasbed
Eo know why 1F was in 2982 that woo lasl and nok

cariicr?

.,
.
L4

rhens P'ha bl necams more acoconlbuated as Lhe deoode of
Lbm L9%02 procrosocd, Foor  exannlz, when T was
firsl elecrs:d i 1551 Eherc was ool ooy ajor
wneaval akoub Lhva rage guescooan, The nexs time L
ran,  when Zovernor [J.r.]  Calenman was  olectod
gorvernory, c o had a2kill nob gotcen b owhzzz hwoart,

evan “hough Brown v Soard has inresvensd., & loc of

peop_Cc wWora aLill wondering "what docs thal, mean, "

ingkead of 'Lhls s oscoennhitg Tnab o welvs ot Lo
Saght,r Eo0, in Thal elegtion iz had st heatcd up
quite 30 much. Mow, 1o 19459, thougi, when Waiks
wig gdeieatad, | owas re-glectad 1o my chird ceorm ey
the largosz wole for gny politlcal cff-co in the
hrorcory of Washinghon Countw. 22ccr cogil, vears of
OLEOs1nd Zhe segregabkion policies of Mississippl.
Fow thab's a parsdox.

Zalnzbiry - You hwd been ofpprozing the Sowaraignbty Somrlssion by

Lok Bimefd

—_

o : De, yes. By Ehen I owas opposing tlhe Soveorcignby
Comrissic:, spsaking puzlzcly aa sl e
gbhemmelling of aonlss Eo Khe white Yicizents

Comnt 1, opposzng the massive vessisstanoe o3forks
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Wroten
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|
walch  ware going o go o e Lar as  fo pass oo
sonabibubional amendment Lo permil BRhe olosing of
[l il o soncols, s closa e gl i
onivsrsikbias, I had been Eightong Lhal, wiih grerwy
word T oooulsd say, anywhere, everw posibion T could
Lake., 2nd srill, in Washinglon Counity my voSe wils
the largest wisls svar recorded a5 that —imc in £hac
niztory of bhal counby .

20w ol vou cxplain Ehak?

- owould cherish Lhe bops chat notwithsZending the
Lact thal. a lat of the voters 1n Wasitirnglon Counby
Siffored willb: my stance on thaiz, Lbhat  liey
razpected mo as an Lndiwvidual, ehey o respected the
fzeb that L was Lzying kLo gnesk oo for what
daemed To o oa ightaons cause, snd ware willing to
qive we thoir confidencs and mavhe aven -- as I
nenticred in cun dissussion about Scnator Stennis -
- maybe Crera were a lon of neople who agreed wich
ma nuk whe were nob yel caady to ozay 80 pubslicly,
S0, 17 might wob  have bes: as  oadiy  anti-
incluslvenzss as one mighl. spzoulare, Leb me Use a
clicke: I wmight bawvas bDzen slscced by the silont
majorizy . IL had @ history of helng a wvory libaral
TouncyY | rerbaps, looking &7 Waskhingroorn County 1o
Ehat  conboxt, yeoeu mighl. =gason Ehat when I gor

bear, ©hne yoar afbter Lhe Mzredich riob, Ehat was
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Che aromaly n that couskby. That was Lha onilsme
political s@xarciss and oot Che ond where Iowas
e_occbed by khav big maeority, sarticularly 220w
View 1% froon this standpoint.  Ailer I owas Selestsd
i 2963, Cust & short time laler i- tmarn decads, T
was erccbed 2t e gounby Denceorab-c convenkbioan --
Ehere was no active Republican Farty -- I was
alacted chzirman. I owanl wikk the Zsleqatieon to
Thicago, carmc back a ocouple of yeanrss later, was

2lacted cno Lime &3 county dudge, four years latcr

elacced agaln, Iour wyears latar alscced again,

Firally, 1t the way, 1 Waes defoaled Coe goungy
fudga afker ancther seob of values ool ineoleas.
allbeugk wa never had any gany ashivilw while T was
A Juvenile Coure gudge, asd we had only Five petoy
presession of marijuwasa drog coses 10 twelve YEAY S
Forr BERe wourng kKids cndsr eighresn in onab ceuntw, 1
was peroeived as zoit o on che juwssiles. Somaticy
pall sonrlnced £che votera  Loal when o Juvaniles
conens ks an eifense that juvenile should be removed
frioen bng communlcy and 2enbk somewieze oyl Lhnere .-
the  guesticn <f Lhe monsy bo szer someboly

gonswhaere  like  Siferia,  EBlasicn,

-

Eomewnere,

e
-

A

Joean !l erntar thailr minds. oo Lbam ool of Ehe

cornanily Lroon BEran aon; purge —he corruorily of chig

clild. Wetl, - ocouldn't 2o chal . nasvaad, 7
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Sainsbury:

Wroten:

enlisted the aid of over four hundred trained adult
volunteers to work with them. We set up group
homes, halfway houses, and boys and girls clubs,
scouting.... All of those types of approach to
juvenile delinquency, for which I got my just
reward ©of being defeated at the end of my third
term. Then I got involved in this.

Finally, Mr Wroten, what is 1t like being a liberal
-- you c¢bvicusly are liberal on the 1issues we’ve
talked about -- in a state which tends to be very
conservative and intolerant of any dissent?

Let me set aside my diginclination to go with terms
like "liberal" - in putting somebody in a box, as
either a conservative or a liberal. I know earlier
in this conversation I have spoken of conservative
efforts and liberal efforts and so forth. But, I
have been among those who don’t like teo really make
it rigid because one may be liberal on race
questions and archly conservative on economic
guestions, for example. So, setting that aside,
and understanding full well what you’re asking me
about how have I survived given my views on, say,
progress in race relations, living in the
atmosphere that I’ve lived 1in, Well, I think I
have a view that it has only had the facade of

being all that arch conservative on racial matters.
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I think that the white people of Mississippl, for
example, were liberated more so than the blacks by
the legislative accomplishments of the 1960s and
the court accomplishments. I think this set more
white people free than it set black people free, to
do and act as they would. For example, 1in my
office here, where we have both blacks and whites,
their sccial intercourse is probably freer than it
would be in Boston where that commanding officer
commanded me not to let a black attend my worship
service, I think it’'s freer in this office, for
example, than 1t 1s there. This generation of
younger people who have grown up primarily in the
last couple of decades don’t have that bitterness
and that hatred for the opposite race that people
had back in theozse days. In my judgement, it'’s
probably a joint question of respect for the law on
the one hand, and leadership on the other. Cur
leadership in the Scuth and in Mississippi kept us
chained to the mindset of the Reconstruction period
for all those intervening decades. Had there not
been the expleoitative, racist politicians I think
our people might have much earlier voluntarily gone
ahead into more racial inclusiveness. One reason I
know that 1is that I grew up in the church and I

know that on every hand there were people who felt
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that we should be making that kind of progress back

in those years. Even before Brown v Beard.

50 wyou think it would be fair to say that the
leaders 1n the state haven’t shown the proper
leadership on this issue?

Yes, 1f we're speaking in a time frame of history
that would lead us from the days of Reconstruction
up until the 1860g when the United States
government saw to it that the barriers came down.
Cnce the U.S government saw to it that barriers
came down, there has just been a great outpouring
of love and friendship in this state. One of the
best examples of 1t is 1in the secret ballot box
whereby, as I understand it from the statistics
that I've seen, we have more black elected public
officials through the secret ballot process in
Mississippi, numerically, than any other state,
even the most populcus state. That’s a statement.
I guess what I am saying 1s that ‘“"why didn’t I
encounter more hostility and why has it not been
more difficult for me to live [in Mississippil,"
which I’ve done all of my life except the time I
was 1n the Navy [during] World War II. [It’s]
because I'm living among people whe think and do
like I do. Maybe they are not as outspoken. But

the people that I've always associated with
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END OF

TAPE

believed, more or 1less, like I did, with some
exceptions. ... In other words, there is another
Mississippl than that which 1is the popular
sterectype.

Mississippl wasn’t this monolithic. ..

No. [It] never was. The racist leadership among
the peliticians would have had people and the world
believe that. But it never was. Otherwise how do
they explain me...? They’‘re the cnes who need to

deo the explaining.
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