
inflation exchange 
 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

in case you want more... 
 

Pride.  We easily identify it in others...yet it is almost impossible to see 
it in ourselves.  But the truth remains: none of us are immune to pride.  
Whether as a lifestyle or in an instance, pride is a pill we all swallow at 
some point.  It powerfully controls our thinking and actions, our private  
ambitions and public relationships, our worship and discipleship.    
 

God’s Word is replete with warnings against the infection of pride.  On 
almost every page we see explicit teaching on pride or pride in action.  
The many references to pride, arrogance and boasting often paint the 
picture of “puffing up” or “inflated,” “to have an exaggerated self-
conception.”  We will see that the path through pride is to exchange 
this inflated self-view for a bigger view of God.  See John 3:30.   
 

First Corinthians may be the perfect book for our study. Paul con-
stantly refers to the arrogance with which this young church struggled.  
 

1:18-25—After the great apostle praises God for “the grace given” to 
the church in Christ Jesus, he gets right to the point.  They are quarrel-
ing and suffering because of pride. God’s dealings with man are not as 
the world. He chose a plan of salvation that seems “foolish” to the 
world system. It follows then that our broken and “worldly” thinking 
may put us at odds with what God desires from us: humility.  Humility 
is the major ingredient in Paul’s recipe for unity, joy and ministry.   
 

1:26-31—Because pride is almost impossible to see in ourselves, Paul 
asks pointed questions. Did God choose you because you were the very 
best?  Because you were the shiniest penny?  The brightest star?   
If that were true, who would receive the attention and glory?  It is for 
this reason that God chose the least, the little, the smallest, the com-
mon, the weak, the low, on which to pour out His abundant grace.  
This neutralizes the world’s system and glorifies a Magnificent God.   
 

The added benefit for us (yes I said BENEFIT): we have not one reason 
to boast in ourselves.  God takes away every leg that arrogance stands 
on.  “So that no man may boast before God.  But by His doing you are 
in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption, so that , just as it is written, ‘Let him 
who boasts, boast in the LORD.’”  1 Corinthians 1:29-31.   
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Possible Signs of Pride: 
Easily threatened 
Inability to admit fault 
Unavailability 
Know-it-all 
Easily angered  
Inability to listen/hear 
Consistently impatient 
Oblivious to others 
Ungrateful 
Need to have the spotlight 
Consistently sarcastic 
Intentionally isolated 
No accountability  
Ambitious at expense of others 
Sharp or offensive with others 
Nagging bitterness 
Estrangement in relationships 
Touchiness 
Inability to forgive 
Harsh judge of others 
Consistent self-assertion 
Jealous of others praise 
Self-justifying 
Sore loser/overly competitive 
Self-appointed watchdog 
Judge of holiness of others 
Chip on your shoulder 
Need to prove yourself  
Gossip 
Consistent lack of unity 



so now what? 
 

Let’s be honest, of the hundreds or perhaps thousands of sermons and Bible 
teachings we have heard in our lives, not many have brought lasting change.  
We tend to change in inches, bit by bit, especially when we rely on our own 
power.  However, God’s grace and power are greater.  They can change a 
heart of stone in a blink.  God’s grace can redeem and liberate.   
 

This requires desperation.  Do you want to change?  Do you want to be free 
from the tyranny of pride?  In truth, there is a surplus of grace for you today.   
 

Pray for God’s grace to allow you to see every threat, challenge, insult, wound, 
difficulty and encounter as an opportunity to Make Much of Him and grow in 
humility.  Pray earnestly for the grace to seize opportunities to Sacrifice your-
self, your desires, your reputation, your time and your glory as both a Servant 
and a Student.  These perspectives with form new Grace-Habits in your life.    
 

Read and meditate on these passages this week: 

Philippians 2:3-13  Matthew 11:28-30 
Luke 11:7-11  Luke 18:9-14 
Luke 22:24-27  John 13:1-17   
James 4:1-10  2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
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Recommended (surplus) Reading 
Each week we will include resources that may prove useful for more 
study and personal freedom in these difficult areas.  Read critically.  

Set for release in October, 
Accidental Pharisees asks 
how to avoid pride in our 
passion for God.  By Larry 
Osborne.  ($10-11) 

This brief text (60 pages) is 
a classic for good reason.   
I highly recommend the 
dense teaching Andrew 
Murray offers. (99¢—$6) 

This e-book by Heather 
Bixler is a study of grace’s 
power over pride.  It can be 
downloaded at breaking-
pride.com   (free to $1) 


