
grace off the shelf 
Titus 2:11-14 

in case you want more... 
 

This series is a focused study of the power of God’s grace in our lives.  
Like a focused light, we are asking God’s Word to shine into the darkest 
parts of our heart, freeing us from the things that most hold us down.   
 

… but where sin was great, grace was supplied in 
lavish abundance.     Romans 5:20b  
 

Our premise for this series is simple but life-changing: God’s grace is 
not just for our salvation from sin.  As a Christian, God’s grace also 
powerfully affects the circumstances of our saved-but-not-yet-perfect 
lives.  Grace speaks to our deepest struggles, and it has much to say.   
 
The tiny little letter that the Apostle Paul wrote to Titus, a pastor on 
the island of Crete, packs a power-punch disproportionate to its size.  
 

Originally written as an instruction and encouragement to the pastor, 
Paul pens an amazing single sentence that is worthy of close study.   
Titus 2:11-14 is one sentence that develops a magnificent progression. 
 

2:11—The “grace of God” is the subject of this sentence.  In this initial 
phrase we see its appearance has made salvation available to all.   
 

2:12—But there is more.  Still the subject, grace is our instructor, 
teacher, guide or perhaps best, disciplinarian.  Think about that.   
How can God’s grace (a free gift, given with no regard to merit) be a 
disciplinarian?   
This amazing grace is somehow involved in guiding us through the 
minefield of this present age, shirking evil and embracing holiness.   
 

2:13—As grace guides us, we are to “welcome” the glorious appearing 
of our “great God and Savior” Jesus.  This hope is not wishful thinking 
but anxious expectation of that which is assured of happening.   
 

2:14—Finally, and emphatically, Paul reminds Titus and us that Christ 
gave himself for us, “to free us” from corrupt actions and “to cleanse 
us” for His own intimate possession.  He is our prize.  And grace is much 
more than any of us have ever estimated it to be.   faithbibleonline.org  

for more on anything or everything 



so now what? 
 

This series will mean nothing without an intentional and honest look at 
our own heart.  This introspection and inventory must come first.   
Resist the urge to direct these thoughts to someone else.  That comes 
after God’s work on your soul.   
 

I believe the truth of God’s Word has the power to set us free from the 
prison that restricts our life in Him.  I believe that freedom is what He 
wants for us.  For this reason, the “so what” of application has perhaps 
never meant so much.   
 

While an exhilarating epiphany would be neat, we are actually asking 
God for more. We are asking for a life-altering encounter with Him 
through His Word.  This usually takes time.  It takes intentional time.   
 

I would urge you to make time this week to sit and be with God...listen, 
talk, cry, whine, explain, justify, complain or ask.  The kind of freedom 
you long for is present with Him.  Go to him.   
 

To facilitate this, consider reading, rereading and meditating on these 
passages: 
 
2 Peter 1:2-3—Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge 
of God and our Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has already 
granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the 
full knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.   
 
Romans 5:8-11—But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, having 
now been declared righteous by His blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through Him.  For if while we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God through the death of His son, much more, having been recon-
ciled, we shall be saved by His life.   
 
Romans 5:20—Law came in to increase sin (make it plain), but where 
sin increased, grace abounded all the more... 
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