
lazy graves 
 

James 3:13-4:8a 

in case you want more... 
 

Jealousy.  I know what you’re thinking.  “Jealousy...really?  That’s not 
an issue for me.”  While I hope you are correct...I doubt it.  The root of 
jealousy in our hearts bears many different kinds of rotten fruit.   
 

For some of us, jealousy shows up as a distorted self-image, negative 
self-esteem or identity misunderstandings.  It fuels selfishness,  
hostility, hypocrisy and envy.  It causes us to idolize lesser things like 
beauty, possessions and winning.  Jealousy is a fruit of the Fall 
(Genesis 3) and at the most basic level is a deficient view of God.   
 

But as we have seen every week, God’s grace has the power to heal, 
correct, restore and liberate.  His grace is always greater.     
 

As it did last week, the book of James will serve us very well as we 
lean into God’s Word for truth and instruction.  Let me remind you, 
James is very likely the oldest part of the New Testament and is chiefly 
concerned with the living out of truth; practical holiness in a time of 
great persecution and trial.  This sets the scene for every chapter.   
 

3:13-18—The end of James chapter 3 begins to bring some of the 
main points of the letter to a head.  Our internal faith must be  
externally lived out in practical and visible ways in this corrupt world.  
That is why James contains so many commands and applications.   
The author says to the church, “The core of your problem is the  
deceptive lure of selfishness and jealousy within relationships.   
It is a tool of the devil and the opposite of what God wants for you.”   
 

4:1-8a—Despite the chapter change, James continues with the same 
argument and application but takes it to a new level: your jealousy 
and selfishness are not only causing human relationship problems…  
but they are a causing a big problem between you and God.   
 

Our cravings in life are very often dangerously misplaced.  Since many 
of our desires can only be granted by God, we unconsciously direct 
our attack at Him.  Jealousy says that God is the one at fault.  He is to 
blame and our happiness depends on God doing what we want.   
But grace says that instead of fighting and wrestling through the  
destruction and pain of jealousy, kneeling is the answer.   
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so now what? 
 

I realize that for many of us this Surplus study has felt like a weekly 
beating.  However, I pray that it has also brought greater light into the 
darker corners of your heart and led you to significant conversations, 
decisions and interactions with God and others.   
 

From James we see yet another grace-habit that speaks to our struggle.  
But this one is perhaps the hardest of all.  Celebrating with others as a 
path to Dying to Self is messy and painful work. It takes a long time.   
But it is how we submit to God, draw near to Him and kill the threat of 
destructive jealousy in our lives.   
 

What is more...grace supplies the power we need.  God meets us in this 
painful journey.  It is not about climbing up the hill, it is about kneeling.   
 

Read and meditate on these passages this week: 

Proverbs 27:4  Proverbs 6:34-35 
Hebrews 4:14-16  1 Corinthians 13:1-8a 
Galatians 2:20-21  Galatians 5:22-26 
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Recommended (surplus) Reading 
Each week we will include resources that may prove useful for more 
study and personal freedom in these difficult areas.  Read critically.  

With over 1/2 million 
sold, this is truly a classic.  
The great Chinese leader 
writes on what the cruci-
fied life looks like. ($5-8) 
    

Obviously I am a big fan of 
Andy Stanley and his writ-
ing.  One of his latest, this 
book will bless you richly. 
($3-10) 

Much of the language of 
this series is from Andy 
Stanley and this book.  It 
began many of these 
thoughts for me.  ($7-10) 


