
humble victory 
 

Psalm 18 

in case you want more... 
 

Fear.  Guilt.  Pride.  Anger.  Jealousy.  Grace.   
 

One of these things is not like the others.  One of these things is  
infinitely more powerful than the others because it flows abundantly 
from an infinitely good and powerful God.  Even though this study has  
invited some difficult moments of introspection and honesty, we con-
tinue to pray that it has also unleashed a surplus of grace in your life.   
 

Perhaps one of the parent problems in our struggle with these  
plaguing sins is a deficient or untrue understanding of God altogether.  
 

In the Hebrew Bible, Psalm 18:1 is the superscript in our English text.  
It contains the occasion of the writing of this song.  This context is 
critical to proper understanding the grand weight of this passage in 
our current study.  David spoke it “in the day the LORD delivered him” 
from Saul and all of his enemies.  The song was born out of rescue.    
 

See 2 Samuel 22 and the surrounding context for even greater insight.   
 

Psalm 18:1-3—I’m not sure if there is a better opening to any song in 
the history of song.  This would be a tremendous memory passage.   
 

18:4-15—After that kind of opening, it is difficult to imagine things 
getting much worse that what David here describes.  Underline the 
negative words in verses 4-6.  Then circle the actions of God in verses 
7-15.  The gentle caring and mercy of God for his servant David are 
displayed in a torrent of visuals and God’s form is never mentioned.   
 

18:16-19—Finally, the action of God meets the plight of David.  The 
thunderous anger of God at the evil done to His servant is mitigated 
into a strong but gentle rescue.  These verses are personal.   
 

18:30-36—We end our brief study of this song in perhaps its most 
magnificent section.  The beautiful character and great power of God 
are gifted, in part, to His servant(s). God’s blameless ways somehow 
make our ways blameless. His powerful hands train our hands for  
battle. His condescending humility is the key to our victory.   
 

faithbibleonline.org  
for more on anything or everything 

What’s coming next in the pulpit? 
 

November 4-25, 2012—The book of Ruth 
 

December 2-24, 2012—God With Us :: A New Season of Giving 
 

December 30, 2012 through the end of 2013—LIFEstory, reading 
and studying through the entire Bible together as a church family. 



so now what? 
 

Take some time today or this week and prayerfully meditate on our 
study as a whole.  What is God telling you? 
What is God asking of you?   
 Where is God leading you?   
  What are you going to do about it?   
 

 Grace is not just a one-time gift...it is so much more. 
 
Fear: I don’t know. 
   Grace: Worship a God who knows all. 
 
Guilt: I owe you.  
  Grace: I have paid the debt. Confess.   
 
Pride: I am. 
 Grace: You are nothing compared to God who is all.   
 
Anger: You owe me. 
  Grace: Cancel the debt by choosing to forgive. 
 
Jealousy: Me first. 
   Grace: Die to your self through celebration 
    and sacrifice. 

 More (surplus)  
 Each of the seven surplus sermons and sermon notes are  
available online.  Each previous set of sermon notes contains three  
recommended resources for more personal study or exploration in  
the struggles we have discussed.  Continue to press in and truly live  
out the overflowing surplus of God’s grace.   oc
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