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Pastor Steve Viars 
August 10, 2003 

“Passionately Pursuing our God in Worship and Music” 
 

 
I.  Have the Right Methodology. 

Ephesians 5:25 – Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church... 

1 Corinthians 10:31 – Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  

 
Specific biblical principles about worship and music 

General biblical principles that can sometimes be applied to worship and music 

Your approach to worship and music 
 

Personal experience 
General biblical principles that can sometimes be applied to worship and music 
Your approach to worship and music 

 
Music theory 
General biblical principles that can sometimes be applied to worship and music 
Your approach to worship and music 

 
Specific biblical principles about worship and music 
General biblical principles that can sometimes be applied to worship and music 
Your approach to worship and music 

 

A.  Specific biblical principles about worship and music. 

1.  Worship should be our ultimate priority. 

John 4:23 – …for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.  

 

2.  Worship is an action verb. 

John 4:23 – But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father… 

 

3.  Worship involves reverence and serving. 

“worship – ascribing to God His worth, or stating and affirming His supreme value.” 
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4.  Worship is a continual activity from the heart. 

John 4:21 – …hour is coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 

John 4:24 – God is spirit… 

 
 

5.  Worship must be centered on revealed truth. 

John 4:24 – those who worship Him must worship in ...truth. 
 

 

6.  Worship must involve the whole man. 

John 4:24 – …those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth. 

1 Corinthians 14:15 – I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the mind also; I will sing with the spirit 
and I will sing with the mind also.  

 
 

7.  Worship should be centered on the glory of God and the sufficiency of our Savior. 

 
 

8.  Worship should be understandable to people in today’s culture. 

1 Corinthians 14:9 – So also you, unless you utter by the tongue speech that is clear, how will it be known 
what is spoken? 

John Frame – It is a good idea, then, for all of us to learn to appreciate music that doesn’t immediately 
appeal to us.  In that way we serve one another, and we also grow by learning to praise God in new 
ways. 

 
 

9.  Worship should include a variety of music. 

Ephesians 5:19 – speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody with your heart to the Lord; 

John Frame – In Scripture, new acts of God call for “new songs” (Ps. 33:3; 40:3; 144:9; 149:1; Isa. 
42:10; Rev. 5:9; 14:3).  God delivers His people from Egypt, and they sing a new song (Ex. 15).  He 
gives them water in the wilderness, and they sing (Num. 21:17).  He renews the covenant and commits 
it to their memory with the song of Deuteronomy 32.  Christ is conceived by the Spirit, and Mary 
responds with her Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55; compare 1:67-79; 2:14, 29-32).  The picture is not one 
of a static hymnal given by God for all time; rather, it is the dynamic picture of God continually doing 
wonderful deeds and His people responding to them with shouts of praise.  Just as God’s deliverances 
elicit new prayers of thanksgiving and new subject matter for preaching, so they elicit new songs.  In this 
regard, is it even remotely possible that the greatest divine deliverance of all, the redemptive work of 
Christ, should not evoke new songs? 
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10.  Worship should appeal to the body and the emotions, but always under the control/direction of a 
biblically informed mind and heart. 

 

B.  General biblical principles that can sometimes be applied to worship and music. 

1.  Worship and music should be characterized by a balanced understanding of Christian liberty. 

 

2.  Worship and music should always seek to glorify God – 1 Cor. 10:31. 

 

3.  Worship and music should avoid worldliness – 1 Jn. 2:15-17. 

 

4.  Worship and music should strive to approve what is excellent – Phil. 1:10. 
 
 
II.  Have the Right Resources. 

A.  Books 

 

 

 

B.  Resource documents 

• Philosophy of Music and Worship 
• Frequently Asked Questions 
• Discussion of Music and Worship Issues 
• Sermon Notes and Tapes 

 
 

III.  Have the Right Balance. 

A.  The joy of praising God 

John MacArthur – If you go to church selfishly to seek a blessing, you have missed the point of 
worship.  We go to give glory, not to get blessed.  An understanding of that will effect how you 
critique the church experience.  The issue isn’t, Did I get anything out of it? but, Did I from my 
heart give glory to God?  Since blessing comes from God in response to worship, if you aren’t 
blessed, it isn’t usually because of poor music or preaching (though they may occasionally prove 
to be insurmountable obstacles), but because of a selfish heart that does not give God glory. 
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David Jeremiah – We say much about ourselves by our singing.  Music is the barometer of the 
church’s spiritual life.  When Israel abandoned God, their song became sad.  When they 
remained faithful to Him, their worship was full of joy.  The singing in churches today reveals the 
same truth.  Worship is vibrant when the joy of the Lord inhabits the hearts of people.  Music 
reflects our walk with the Lord. 

 

B.  The place of praising God 

 

C.  The reasons for praising God 

1.  For His mighty deeds 

 

2.  For His excellent greatness 

 

D.  The ways of praising Him 

John Frame – The texts indicate a wide variety of instruments, similar to our modern harps, 
trumpets, flutes, percussion, and guitars.  To those who object to the use of guitars and drums in 
worship, I would comment that the instruments mentioned in the psalm headings look more like 
modern guitars and percussion than modern pianos and organs. 

John Frame – God’s praise also included, as we have seen, dance and clapping.  Some texts urge 
us to praise God with a loud noise or “shout” (Ps. 33:3; 98:4; 100:1), or with “resounding 
cymbals” (Ps. 150:5).  God’s approach is typically accompanied by loud noises (see Ex. 19:16; 
Isa. 6:4).  From these data, and from the instruments mentioned above, I would conclude that the 
ancient music was often strongly rhythmic and loud.  I would not be surprised if some of it would 
sound rather raucous to those accustomed to the subdued and stately music of traditional 
hymnody.  

 
 
IV.  Have the Right Conclusion. 


