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Pastor Steve Viars 
August 3, 2003 

“Passionately Pursuing our God in Worship and Music” 
 

Three Keys to Relating to the World Without Being Worldly 
 

John 17:14-18 – I have given them Your Word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world.  I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from 
the evil one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  Sanctify them in the truth; Your Word 
is truth.  As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.  

I.  Accurately Define Worldliness. 

A.  The command 

1 John 2:15 – Do not love the world nor the things in the world. 

1.  Do not love 

agape – strongest word in the Bible for love, includes the idea of sacrificing for the object of your 
attention. 

 

2.  The world 

a.  The physical creation  

John 1:10 – …the world was made by Him. 

 

b.  The world of people  

John 3:16 – for God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son 

 

c.  The world system, or philosophies, or values 

Romans 12:2 – do not be conformed to this world… 
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B.  The significance 

If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in Him. 

1.  Serving two masters is dangerous. 

John 14:30 – I will not speak much more with you, for the prince of this world is coming...  

Ephesians 2:2 – in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  

Matthew 4:9 – and he said to Him, All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship 
me. 

Matthew 4:10 – Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, ‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP 

THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.’ ” 

 

2.  Serving two masters is unsettling. 

James 1:8 – A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 

 

3.  Serving two masters is impossible. 

Matthew 6:24 – No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; 
or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other... 

 

C.  The explanation 

1.  The lust of the flesh 

 

2.  The lust of the eyes 

 

3.  The pride of life 

 

D.  The pressure 

Romans 12:1-2 – Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living 
and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove 
what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.  

 
 
 
 



 3

II.  Learn the Balance of Rejecting the Philosophies of the World While Loving the People of the 
World. 

Four possible ways of relating to the world: 

A.  Rejection 
 
 

B.  Immersion 
 
 

C.  Split adaptation 
 
 

D.  Critical participation 

 

 
III.  Let this Balance Affect Your View of Music. 

In John 4:1-26, Jesus is demonstrating what is pictured in critical participation.  He refuses to allow His 
preferences, tastes, traditions, or culture to stand in the way of doing the work of the Lord.  Yet He is 
not guilty of compromise.  It is often necessary in doing the Lord’s ministry to cross through preferential, 
traditional, and cultural barriers.   

If you stop and think about it, this is precisely what Jesus did when He left heaven’s glories (with its 
preferences, tastes, traditions, and culture – music, language, etc.) and came to identify with degenerate 
humankind and the culture of this world as a servant in human form to do the will of the Father in a 
cross-cultural experience (Phil. 2:5-9).   

Then still further, we see Jesus moving from one set of preferences, tastes, traditions, and culture in this 
world (Israelite) into another (Samaritan) here in John 4.  This experience involved a different ethnicity 
(4:3-6 – Samaritan), gender (4:7-10 – woman), morality (4:16-19 – prostitute), and religious practice 
(4:20-26).  These are all things that were taboos to the religionist and legalist of His day. 

In the same fashion as Christ Jesus, Paul was committed to becoming all things to all men (1 Cor. 9:19-22).  
This is not talking about changing doctrinal convictions and principles of Scripture.  It is talking about 
such matters as biblically permissible styles, preferences, tastes, traditions, and cultures, where necessary 
change for identification and communication is not compromise. 

The church expects today’s missionaries to do well at this.  Yet the church in this country is struggling with 
these concepts, which is especially seen in the realm of music. 

Most pastors and Christian leaders live in absolute fear of being labeled a compromiser by their peers.  
Therefore, they often become much more stringent than the Scriptures, often adopting the minimal and 
most common denominators in preferences, tastes, traditions, and culture.  These are then elevated to 
the level of theology and made a test of fellowship, hoping then that no peer will have cause to accuse 
them of being a compromiser. 


