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Pastor Steve Viars 
July 13, 2003 

“Passionately Pursuing our God in Worship and Music" 

“The Impact of Worship” 
 

Milo Thompson – As we ask ourselves why all this controversy, it may very well be that a lack of biblical 
understanding is a major contributor to this adversarial experience (Eph. 4:13).  It seems that many have not 
really thought through the biblical theology and principles pertaining to this matter of music.  Many have used a 
proof texting approach of incorporating the Scriptures, without the benefit of addressing God’s Word 
exegetically and allowing the text to dictate belief and practice.   

Hence, they are deriving their musical belief and practice predominately from personal man-made preference, 
taste, traditions, and culture, which in many cases they have elevated to the level of the authoritative God-made 
Scriptures and make it a test of fellowship.  Hopefully, the church will exercise diligent study of the more than 
six hundred passages in the Scriptures that will gradually define this issue of musical belief and practice in more 
biblical terms based on solid exegesis of God’s Word. 

 
Worship in the Church Should be Fresh and Understandable. 
 
I.  God has Gone to Great Lengths to Reveal Himself to People. 

A.  Jesus is the light of the world – John 1:3. 

Isaiah 9:2 – The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the 
light will shine on them. 

 

B.  God wants every man to be exposed to this light – John 1:9. 

 

C.  Those who respond to this light will become children of God – John 1:12. 

 

D.  Jesus reveals God’s fullness, especially His grace – John 1:16. 
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II.  God’s People Should Go to Equal Lengths to Make Him Understandable to Others. 

A.  One of the signs of immaturity in the church is a lack of concern for making God’s message plain and 
easy to understand – 1 Cor. 14:23. 

 

B.  Churches should always be sensitive to the presence of men and women who do not know Christ – 1 
Cor. 14:24. 

Psalm 40:1-3 – I waited patiently for the LORD; and He inclined to me and heard my cry.  He brought 
me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and He set my feet upon a rock making my 
footsteps firm.  He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; many will see and fear 
and will trust in the LORD. 

 
 
 

C.  It is possible for churches to worship in such a way that unbelievers would conclude “God is certainly 
among you!” – 1 Cor. 14:25 

 

D.  Worship services should be designed for the edification of all – 1 Cor. 14:26. 

 

 
III.  Each of Us Should Ask – How Much Do I Really Value Intelligibility and Contemporaneity? 

A.  Intelligibility. 

1 Peter 3:15 – but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to 
everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and 
reverence; 

 

B.  Contemporaneity 

John Frame – Intelligibility requires contemporaneity.  When churches use archaic language and follow 
practices that are little understood today, they compromise that biblical principle.  There is no reason 
why the church cannot attain both historicity and contemporaneity.  Most of the historic practices of 
the church are quite intelligible today and can be stated in contemporary language.  But we should 
avoid slavish imitation of older practices without attention to the matter of communication.  To say 
this is merely to call us back to our fundamental task, which Jesus set forth in the Great Commission 
(Matt. 28:18-20) – the task of discipling, baptizing, and teaching all nations.  That divine mandate, 
rather than any human traditions, must ultimately guide our decisions about the order of worship – p. 
67. 
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Joe Stowell – we must realize that those of us who are unwilling to wrestle with the issues of a radically 
changed society and who assume that the old forms are the best and only forms will soon be 
presiding over ministries that are passing from the scene with the passing of the last generation that 
understands those forms.  In light of our changing society, reevaluating and reconfiguring forms within 
a proper theological context, without compromising biblical functions, may no longer be a preference 
but a necessity given the fact that the thought paradigms and cultural languages of modern Americans 
have radically changed.  Reaching and discipling them demands a clear understanding of the 
appropriate and effective passageways to their heads and their hearts. 

Perspicuity of the Scriptures – The Bible is clear and lucid in what it says. 

Charles Hodge – Protestants hold that the Bible, being addressed to the people, is sufficiently 
perspicuous to be understood by them, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit; and that they are 
entitled and bound to search the Scripture, and to judge for themselves what is its true meaning.  
Romanists, on the other hand, teach that the Scriptures are so obscure that they need a visible, 
present, and infallible interpreter; and that the people, being incompetent to understand them, are 
bound to believe whatever doctrines the Church, through its official organs, declares to be true and 
divine.  (Systematic Theology, Volume 1, p. 106) 

Milo Thompson – In Psalm 96:1 it is possible that the word “new” could again be a reference to the 
freshness of a song that had not existed before and/or new in spiritual experience.  Every generation 
needs new songs coming from the hearts of those experiencing the grace of God, along with the best 
of the old, to express its faith.  New songs say, “God is doing something here and now, not just a 
hundred years ago.” 

It seems the Hebrews preserved their old songs, sang contemporary songs, and looked forward to the 
composition of yet unwritten new songs.  In other words, the Old Testament Psalms, which someone 
has referred to as Israel’s hymnbook, display the same respect for variety and tradition that the New 
Testament affirms (Eph. 5:19).  The Psalms span about a thousand years, dating back to Moses (about 
1400 B.C.), to David (1000 B.C.), to the post-exilic period (400 B.C.), and still others call for a “new 
song.” 


