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Pastor Steve Viars 
June 29, 2003 

“Passionately Pursuing our God in Worship and Music” 

“The Model of Our Worship” 

John Frame – Clearly, then, Christian worship should be full of Christ.  We come to the Father only by Him 
(John 14:6).  In worship we look to Him as our all-sufficient Lord and Savior.  Christ must be inescapably 
prominent and pervasive in every occasion of Christian worship 

1.  The hope of understanding 

2 Corinthians 3:16 – but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 

John 7:17 – If anyone is willing to do His will, he will know of the teaching… 
 
 
 

2.  The hope of change 

2 Corinthians 3:18 – being transformed into the same image. 

John 4:23 – But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 
spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 

 
 
 

3. The hope of patience 

2 Corinthians 3:18 – “…from glory to glory.” 
 
 
 

4. The hope of power 

2 Corinthians 3:18 – “…just as from the Lord, the Spirit.” 

Zechariah 4:6 – …Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the LORD of hosts. 

Philippians 4:13 – I can do all things through Him who strengthens me. 

Hebrews 4:14-16 – Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.  For we do not have a high priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without 
sin.  Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help in time of need. 
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I.  Our Lord Worshipped in His Prayer. 

A.  The characteristics of His prayer 

1. A priority 

 

2.  He often prayed. 

Luke 5:16 – But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray. 

A disciplined life of prayer is a marvelous act of worship. 
 
 
 

3.  He prayed early in the morning. 

Mark 1:35 – In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went 
away to a secluded place, and was praying there. 

 
 
 

4.  He sometimes prayed all night. 

Luke 6:12 – It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole 
night in prayer to God. 

 
 
 

5.  He often prayed alone. 

Matthew 14:23 – After He had sent the crowds away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to 
pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone. 

Luke 11:1 – It happened that while Jesus was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one 
of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.” 

 
 

B.  The occasions of His prayer 

Mark 1:38 – He said to them, “Let us go somewhere else to the towns nearby, so that I may preach 
there also; for that is what I came for.” 

1. Before making ministry decisions 
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2.  In the face of growing popularity 

Luke 5:15-16 – But the news about Him was spreading even farther, and large crowds were 
gathering to hear Him and to be healed of their sicknesses.  But Jesus Himself would often slip 
away to the wilderness and pray. 

 
 
 

3.  In the face of growing opposition 

Luke 6:11-12 – But they themselves were filled with rage, and discussed together what they might 
do to Jesus.  It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole 
night in prayer to God. 

 
 
 

4.  Before crucial teaching opportunities 

Luke 9:18 – And it happened that while He was praying alone, the disciples were with Him, and He 
questioned them, saying, “Who do the people say that I am?” 

proskynein – “to kiss toward”… 

Psalm 95:6 – Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. 

II.  Our Lord Worshipped in His Service. 

Matthew 20:28 – just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many. 

latreuein – labor or service 

A.W. Tozer – “We’re here to be worshippers first and workers second.  We take a convert and 
immediately make a worker out of him.  God never meant it to be so.  God meant that a convert should 
learn to be a worshipper, and after that he can learn to be a worker.” 

 
 

 
III.  Our Lord Worshipped in His Submission. 

When God sends His emissaries to declare “Your God reigns!” His aim is not to constrain man’s 
submission by an act of raw authority; His aim is to ravish our affections with irresistible displays of glory.  
The only submission that fully reflects the worth and glory of the King is glad submission.  Begrudging 
submission berates the King.  No gladness in the subject, no glory to the King. 

John Piper – The Supremacy of God in Preaching 


