Student Lesson

Sunday January 6th 2008
Starting Strong
A Plan and Process for Reading the Word of God



This year our church Theme will be “Seeking God’s Plan”. 
People in churches like ours need direction.
Introduction

God’s word gives direction. It opens our eyes so that we can see clearly.

Psalm 19:8 

The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.
This week our goal is to assist our students in developing and implementing a reading plan with the objective of reading through the Bible in a year!

Lesson

Step 1 – Reading 

· Understand that reading God’s word is a discipline of great gain.

John 8:31-32 

So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
· As you read you must constantly be asking the question

What does the Bible say?

At     bibleplan.org     you can find a plan that you can make work.
Rembember the goal:  

Psalm 119:11 

Your word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You.

Step 2 – Interpreting
· In Acts 8:30, Philip asked the Ethiopian eunuch, 
Acts 8:30
Philip ran up and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?”

· “Do you understand what you are reading?” Or put another way, 
“What does the Bible mean by what it says?”
Step 3 – Evaluating
· Now it’s time to consult others to ensure that you have the proper interpretation.
· Remember, the Bible will never contradict itself. 

Be one who accepts the truth of God’s Word even though it may cause you to change what you have always believed, or alter your life pattern. 

Step 4 – Applying
· Jesus made his promise to those who carry their personal Bible study through to this point:

John 13:17 

“If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.

· Having read and interpreted the Bible, you should have a basic understanding of what the Bible says, and what it means by what it says.
· But studying the Bible does not stop there.
· The ultimate goal should be to let it speak to you and enable you to grow spiritually.

· That requires personal application. 

“How do the divine truths and principles contained in any passage apply to me in terms of my attitude and actions?”
Step 5 – Correlating
· This last stage connects the doctrine you have learned in a particular passage or book with divine truths and principles taught elsewhere in the Bible to form the big picture.
· Always keep in mind that the Bible is one book in sixty-six parts, so its truths and principles are taught over and over again in a variety of ways and circumstances.
· By correlating and cross-referencing, you will begin to build a sound doctrinal foundation on which to live.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
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