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Seeking God’s Plan During Times of Adversity 
Adversity Can Develop a Deeper Knowledge of God 

3 principles to help you face future challenges well: 

I. Seek a More Mature Approach to Prayer 

A. Note the contrast in prayers in this book 

B. Put your awe in the right place 

v. 2 – I have heard your report and I fear… 

Proverbs 1:7 - The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge… 

C. Focus on the value of His work 

Habakkuk 3:2 - …O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make it 
known… 

Habakkuk 3:16 - …Because I must wait quietly for the day of distress, for the people to arise who will 
invade us. 

D. Cry out for mercy 

verse 2 – In wrath, remember mercy. 

Luke 18:9-17 - And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and viewed others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: “God, I thank You that 
I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a 
week; I pay tithes of all that I get.” But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even 
unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, “God, be merciful to me, the 
sinner!” I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted. And they were bringing even their 
babies to Him so that He would touch them, but when the disciples saw it, they began rebuking them. 
But Jesus called for them, saying, “Permit the children to come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God like a child will not enter it at all.” 

II. Review God’s Mighty Acts 

A. Habakkuk’s example 

1. v. 3 - God calling the nation Israel and revealing His splendor to them 



Habakkuk 3:3 - God comes from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah. His splendor 
covers the heavens, and the earth is full of His praise. 

2. v. 4 – God leading His people through His Shekina glory 

Habakkuk 3:4 - His radiance is like the sunlight; He has rays flashing from His hand… 

3. v. 5 – God shows His power through the ten plagues on Egypt 

Habakkuk 3:5 - Before Him goes pestilence, and plague comes after Him. 

4. v. 6-7 – God leading His people to the Promised Land 

Habakkuk 3:6-7 - He stood and surveyed the earth; He looked and startled the nations. Yes, the 
perpetual mountains were shattered, the ancient hills collapsed. His ways are everlasting… 

5. v. 8 – 10 – God parting the Red Sea and the Jordan River 

Habakkuk 3:8-10 - Did the Lord rage against the rivers…Or was Your wrath against the sea… 

6. v. 11 – God caused the sun and moon to stand still (Joshua 10) 

Habakkuk 3:11 - Sun and moon stood in their places; they went away at the light of Your arrows, at 
the radiance of Your gleaming spear. 

B. Contemporary applications to us 

Romans 15:4 - For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through 
perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

III. Let the Sufficiency of Your Joy in Christ Prepare You for Future Challenges 

A. Imminent problems 

Habakkuk 3:16 - …I must wait quietly for the day of distress, for the people to arise who will invade 
us. 

B. The possibility that the future may be lean 

C. God’s sufficient joy can still sustain me 

Habakkuk 3:18-19 - Yet I will exult in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. The Lord God 
is my strength, and He has made my feet like hinds’ feet, and makes me walk on my high places. For 
the choir director, on my stringed instruments. 


