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Seeking God’s Plan During Times of Adversity 
Adversity Leads to Legitimate Questions about God’s Character 

August 17 – 1:1-4 -- Adversity Leads to Legitimate Questions about God’s Ways 
August 24 – 1:5-11-- Adversity Provides Astounding Answers about God’s Sovereignty 
August 31 – 1:12-2:1 -- Adversity Leads to Legitimate Questions about God’s Character 

3 steps to take when you’re being sinned against: 

I. Express Trust and Confidence in the Truths that You Know 

Isaiah 55:8-9 - “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord. 
“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts 
than your thoughts.” 

A. God is from everlasting 

v. 12 - Are You not from everlasting 

Isaiah 45:21 - “Declare and set forth your case; indeed, let them consult together. Who has announced 
this from of old? Who has long since declared it? Is it not I, the Lord? And there is no other God besides 
Me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none except Me. 

Isaiah 46:10 - Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been 
done, saying, “My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My good pleasure”; 

B. He’s Jehovah 

v. 12 - O LORD… 

C. God is personal 

v. 12 - My (used twice) 

D. God is Holy 

v. 12 - my Holy One 

E. God is the Rock 

v. 12 - And You, O Rock… 

Psalm 18:2  - The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take 
refuge; my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 

Psalm 40:1-3 - I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined to me and heard my cry. He brought me 
up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and He set my feet upon a rock making my 
footsteps firm. He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; many will see and fear and 
will trust in the Lord. 

F. Apply these to your situation 

1. We will not die 

2. You have appointed them to judge and correct 

John MacArthur – “Although the prophet could not fully comprehend the sovereign workings of His 
righteous God, he expressed his complete faith and trust.  As he rehearsed the unchangeable 
character of God as eternal, sovereign, and holy, he became assured that Judah would not be 
completely destroyed.  Under the faithful hand of God, he realized the Babylonians were coming to 
correct, not annihilate.” 



Job 19:25-26 - As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last He will take His stand on the 
earth. Even after my skin is destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall see God; 

II. Formulate and Respectfully Express Your Ongoing Questions 

James 1:5 - But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and 
without reproach, and it will be given to him. 

A. How can you use those who are more sinful to mold your imperfect people? 

Habakkuk 1:13 - Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and You cannot look on wickedness with 
favor. Why do You look with favor on those who deal treacherously? Why are You silent when the 
wicked swallow up those more righteous than they? 

Romans 8:28-29 - And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among 
many brethren; 

B. Why do you leave your people without leaders? 

Habakkuk 1:14 - Why have You made men like the fish of the sea, like creeping things without a 
ruler over them? 

1. So, how do you like your experiment? 

1 Samuel 8:7 - The Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they 
say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them. 

Jeremiah 22:11-19 - For thus says the Lord in regard to Shallum the son of Josiah, king of Judah, 
who became king in the place of Josiah his father, who went forth from this place, “He will never 
return there; but in the place where they led him captive, there he will die and not see this land 
again. Woe to him who builds his house without righteousness and his upper rooms without justice, 
who uses his neighbor’s services without pay and does not give him his wages, who says, ‘I will 
build myself a roomy house with spacious upper rooms, and cut out its windows, paneling it with 
cedar and painting it bright red.’ Do you become a king because you are competing in cedar? Did 
not your father eat and drink and do justice and righteousness? Then it was well with him. He pled 
the cause of the afflicted and needy; then it was well. Is not that what it means to know Me?” 
declares the Lord. “But your eyes and your heart are intent only upon your own dishonest gain, and 
on shedding innocent blood and on practicing oppression and extortion.” Therefore thus says the 
Lord in regard to Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, “They will not lament for him: ‘Alas, my 
brother!’ or, ‘Alas, sister!’ They will not lament for him: ‘Alas for the master!’ or, ‘Alas for his 
splendor!’ He will be buried with a donkey’s burial, dragged off and thrown out beyond the gates 
of Jerusalem.” 

2. What did you do with the godly leader you were given? 

3. Ultimately, God stands ready to lead 

I will lift my eyes to the Maker of the mountains I can’t climb 
I will lift my eyes to the Calmer of the oceans raging wild  
I will lift my eyes to the Healer of the hurt I hold inside 
I will lift my eyes, lift my eyes to You  

Psalm 121:1 - I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; from where shall my help come? 

III. Wait Patiently with the Firm Expectation that God may Understand your Situation Better than You 

Habakkuk 2:1 - I will stand on my guard post and station myself on the rampart; and I will keep watch 
to see what He will speak to me, and how I may reply when I am reproved. 


