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Seeking God’s Plan During Times of Adversity 
Adversity Leads to Legitimate Questions about God’s Way 

3 questions thoughtful believers sometimes ask: 

I. How Long Will God Make Us Wait? 

A. Where Habakkuk fits into Old Testament history 

Twelve Key Old Testament Events 

1. Creation, Fall of man, Flood, and the Tower of Babel – Genesis 1-11 

2. The call of Abraham – Genesis 12 – the beginning of the nation of Israel – 2100 BC 

3. The lives of the patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph – 2100 - 1845 BC 

4. After Joseph – The children of Israel in bondage in Egypt – 1845 – 1445 BC 

5. Moses – The exodus and wilderness wanderings – 1445 – 1405 BC 

6.  Joshua – The Promised Land – 1405 – 1385 BC 

7. The Judges – 1385 – 1040 BC 

8. The Kings – Beginning in 1040 BC 

9. The Reign of David – 1000-970 BC 

10. The Reign of Solomon – 970 – 931 BC 

11. The division of Israel into southern kingdom (Judah) and northern kingdom (Israel) – 931 BC 

12. The fall of the northern kingdom to Assyria – 722 BC 

B. The appropriateness of his question 

2 Peter 1:21 - for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the 
Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

1. He was a prophet 

 nabbi – “bubbling up” 

2. This book is his “oracle” 

masasaa – burden or load 

3. He asked his questions with the right spirit 

Habakkuk 2:1 - I will stand on my guard post and station myself on the rampart; and I will keep 
watch to see what He will speak to me, and how I may reply when I am reproved. 



 God is the friend of the honest doubter who dares to talk to God rather than about him.  Prayer 
that includes an element of questioning God may be a means of increasing one’s faith.  
Expressing doubts and crying out about unfair situations in the universe show one’s trust in God 
and one’s confidence that God should and does have an answer to humanity’s insoluble 
problems (Barker and Bailey – The New American Commentary, Vol. 20). 

II. Why Does God Make Us Experience Iniquity, Strife, and Violence? 

Habakkuk 1:3 - Why do You make me see iniquity, and cause me to look on wickedness? Yes, 
destruction and violence are before me; strife exists and contention arises. 

A. A little bit more history 

King Josiah - II Kings 22-23, II Chronicles 34-35 

2 Kings 22:2 - He did right in the sight of the Lord and walked in all the way of his father David, 
nor did he turn aside to the right or to the left. 

2 Kings 22:18-20 - …‘Thus says the Lord God of Israel, “Regarding the words which you have 
heard, because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard 
what I spoke against this place and against its inhabitants that they should become a desolation 
and a curse, and you have torn your clothes and wept before Me, I truly have heard you,” 
declares the Lord. Therefore, behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be gathered to 
your grave in peace, and your eyes will not see all the evil which I will bring on this place. So they 
brought back word to the king. 

B. Do you really want God to completely judge all injustice today? 

Habakkuk 2:4 - Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him; but the just shall live by his faith. 

Galatians 3:11 - But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, for “the just 
shall live by faith.” 

2 Peter 3:8-9 - But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, 
as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that 
all should come to repentance. 

III. Why Does God Allow His Law to Become Powerless? 

Habakkuk 1:4 - Therefore the law is powerless, and justice never goes forth. For the wicked 
surround the righteous; therefore perverse judgment proceeds. 

Habakkuk 3:17-18 - Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines; though the 
labor of the olive may fail, and the fields yield no food; though the flock may be cut off from the 
fold, and there be no herd in the stalls—yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation.  


