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Seeking God’s Plan for Joyful Unity 
Unity Comes from a Disciplined Mind 

Philippians 4:4 – Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! 

3 characteristics of a mind that pleases God: 

I. A Mind that is Filtered 

Sow a thought, reap an action 

Sow an action, reap a habit 

Sow a habit, reap a character 

Sow a character, reap a destiny 

Proverbs 4:23 – Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it flow the springs of life. 

A. The right characteristics 

1. True – without error or falsehood, valid, reliable, rightly connected to reality 

2. Honorable – worthy of respect, serious, of good character 

3. Right – just, in harmony with God’s standard of holiness 

4. Pure – morally clean and undefiled 

5. Lovely – kind, gracious, pleasing, amiable 

6. Of good report – admirable, highly regarded, thought well of  

7. Excellent – virtuous, moral goodness 

8. Worthy of praise – delighting in the goodness of God and others 

4:2 – I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 

B. The right action 

4:8 – dwell on these things. 

 



II. A Mind that is Practical 

Philippians 4:9 – The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice 
these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 

A. We have not truly learned something until we have acted on it 

2 Corinthians 10:5 – We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the 
knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 

Philippians 2:5 – Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 

B. God promises to bless this effort with peace 

Philippians 4:9 – …and the God of peace will be with you. 

Philippians 4:7 – And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Matthew 12:34 – …for the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart. 

Proverbs 15:2 – The tongue of the wise makes knowledge acceptable, but the mouth of fools 
spouts folly. 

III. A Mind that is Generous 

A. It looks for opportunities to show concern 

Philippians 4:10 – But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your 
concern for me; indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. 

B. It has learned the secret of contentment 

C. It does well by sharing in other’s affliction 

Philippians 4:14 – Nevertheless, you have done well to share with me in my affliction. 

D. It is well pleasing to God 

Philippians 4:18 – But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply 
supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an 
acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. 

E. It positions you to receive the blessings of God 

Philippians 4:19 – And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus. 


