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Seeking God’s Plan for Joyful Unity 
Unity Comes from Striving Together 

One word themes from Philippians: 1) Gospel 2) Unity 3) Joy  

Philippians1:3-4 - I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my 
very prayer for you all, in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now.   

Philippians2:2 - make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united 
in spirit, intent on one purpose.   

Philippians3:1 - Finally, my brethren, rejoice…  

I. Pursue the Goal of Christ-likeness (v.12-16) 

A. Lay hold of this pursuit as Christ has laid hold of you 

Ephesians1:4 - just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be 
holy and blameless before Him. In love 

Titus 3:5 - He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to His mercy, 

Romans10:9 - that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 

B. Press on  

1. Definition of “press on” and “press toward” 

a. To follow or press hard after, to pursue with earnestness  

Romans 14:19 - So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of 
one another. 

1 Thessalonians 5:15 - See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after 
that which is good for one another and for all people. 

2 Timothy 2:22 - Now  flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and 
peace, with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 

b. Running a race   

c. Paul’s example 

2. Forgetting the past  

a. Forgetting “your” past - Matt.7:3-5 

b. Forgetting past successes  

c. Forgetting past failures  

I Corinthians1:18 - For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God.  

Point:  Forget things that will distract you from pursuing the goal.  

Question:  Am I focusing on my past failure or past success so much that it is distracting me 
from the goal of being like Christ? 



3. Focus on the goal (v.13b-21) 

Questions:  What is your goal in life? What has been your goal this summer? 

a. Paul’s goal was to press on toward the goal to win the prize 

Hebrews12:1-3 - Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let 
us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run 
with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who has endured 
such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

Question:  What are your eyes fixed on this morning? 

b. Paul’s goal was to fulfill his calling…to live like Jesus 

2 Corinthians 5:9-10 - Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, 
to be pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before  the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, 
whether good or bad. 

4. Individual and unified pursuit  

v.15 - Let us therefore… 

v.16 - Let us keep living…we have attained 

v.17 - Brethren, join in following… 

v.20 - Our citizenship…we eagerly wait… 

II. Walk as Citizens of Heaven (v.17-21)  

A. Your destination and relationship impacts your walk 

Philippians 2:19 - So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with 
the saints, and are of God’s household, 

James 2:20 - But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is 
useless? 

B. You are invited to walk together  

Hebrews10:24 - and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 

C. Some are enemies of the cross of Christ  

1. Their end is destruction 

2. Their god is their belly – they worship, serve, obey their own selfish desires  

3. They glory in their shame  

D. But you are citizens of heaven 

1. Await a Savior 

2. Look forward to a new body  


