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Seeking God’s Plan 
Knowing and Doing the Will of God 
The Will of God and Your Holiness 

 

3 characteristics that must be in place to achieve God’s will for your holiness: 

I. You Must be Committed to Excel – vv. 1-2 

A. Based on a lifestyle that receives instruction 

2 Timothy 4:3-4 - For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting 
to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own 
desires, and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.  

2 Timothy 4:2 - preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with great patience and instruction.  

B. Understanding that following God’s will is a walk 

v. 2 - you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk... 

Ephesians 4:1 - walk in a manner worthy of the calling... 

Ephesians 4:17 - walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk... 

Ephesians 5:2 - walk in love... 

Ephesians 5:8 - walk as children of Light 

2 Corinthians 5:7 - we walk by faith... 

I John 1:5-7 - walk in the light 

C. Having as your goal to please God 

1 Thessalonians 4:1 - ...as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and 
please God...  

D. With a sincere desire to get to a better place 

v. 1 - excel still more 

Colossians 4:12 - ...always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect 
and fully assured in all the will of God.  

Revelation 3:15-17 - I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I wish that you were 
cold or hot. So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My 
mouth. Because you say, “I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and 
you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked... 

E. Joyfully submitting to the authority of Christ 



Romans 10:9-10 - that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart 
that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, 
resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.  

II. You Must Value God’s Will Regarding Your Sanctification – vv. 3-6 

1 Thessalonians 4:3 - For this is the will of God, your sanctification... 

A. Growing in personal holiness is a necessary prerequisite to discerning God’s will in the future 

1. This often involves repentance 

2 Corinthians 7:9-10 - I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were 
made sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will 
of God, so that you might not suffer loss in anything through us. For the sorrow that is 
according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but 
the sorrow of the world produces death.  

2. This often involves sacrifice 

2 Corinthians 8:3-5 - For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they 
gave of their own accord, begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the 
support of the saints,  and this, not as we had expected, but they first gave themselves to the 
Lord and to us by the will of God.  

B. This should be especially true of the way you handle your body 

1 Thessalonians 4:3 - For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain 
from sexual immorality;  

1. Abstain from sexual immorality 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 - Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who 
is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body. 

2. Learn how to possess your body in sanctification and honor 

Romans 12:1-2 - Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And 
do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that 
you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.  

C. Starting with careful attention to your heart 

v. 5 – not in lustful passion 

III. You Must Seize the Opportunity to be Different than Those Around Who Don’t Know the Lord – 
v. 5 


