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Seeking God’s Plan in Suffering 
The Value of Suffering 

 
Trusting God – Jerry Bridges 

How Long, O Lord – D.A. Carson 

Beyond the Suffering – Bob Kellemen 

Why Does God Allow Suffering – Martin Lloyd Jones 

A Tearful Celebration – James Means 

The Power of Suffering – John MacArthur 

Suffering and the Sovereignty of God – John Piper and Justin Taylor 

More Precious than Gold – John Vaughn 

I. The Challenge – Learn to Rejoice in Suffering 

A. Take note that this is the first topic James raises with his readers 

1:1 - ...to the twelve tribes who are dispersed abroad. 

B. Think about the relationship between the way James views himself and the way he views his 
circumstances 

1:1 - James, a bond-servant of God... 

C. Rejoicing in trials is a discipline of the mind 

consider – hageomai – to engage in an intellectual process 

1. Doing this partially is not one of the options 

1:2 - Consider it all joy... 

2. We are commanded to do this 

3. The Bible says this in many other places as well 

Matthew 5:11-12 - Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 



1 Peter 4:13 - but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that 
also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.  

4. Jesus Christ set the example in this area 

Hebrews 12:2 - fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set 
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God.  

This moment of tragedy and evil [referring to 9/11] shone its own light on the Church and what we 
came to see was not a happy sight.  For what has become conspicuous by its scarcity, and not 
least in the evangelical corner of it, is a spiritual gravitas, one which could match the depth of 
horrendous evil and address issues of such seriousness.  Evangelicalism, now much absorbed by 
the arts and tricks of marketing, is simply not very serious anymore. (David Wells - Above All 
Earthly Pow’rs: Christ in a Postmodern World) 

In other words, our vision of God in relation to evil and suffering was shown to be frivolous.  The 
church has not been spending its energy to go deep with the unfathomable God of the Bible.  
Against the overwhelming weight and seriousness of the Bible, much of the church is choosing, 
at this very moment, to become more light and shallow and entertainment-oriented, and 
therefore successful in its irrelevance to massive suffering and evil.  The popular God of fun-
church is simply too small and too affable to hold a hurricane in his hand.  The biblical 
categories of God’s sovereignty lie like land mines in the pages of the Bible waiting for someone 
to seriously open the book.  They don’t kill, but they do explode trivial notions of the Almighty. 
(John Piper – Suffering and the Sovereignty of God). 

II. The Reason – Suffering Can Help You Grow 

A. Ideas from this passage 

1. Produces endurance 

endurance – hupomone – often translated patience, but the emphasis here is on the product, 
consequence of patience. 

knowing – Ginosko 

2. Makes you “perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 

B. Ideas from other places in God’s Word 

1. Helps you reject materialism 



Matthew 6:24 - No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, 
or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. 

Hebrews 11:24-26 - By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy 
the passing pleasures of sin, considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of 
Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.  

2. Helps you test your faith 

Hebrews 11:17-19 - By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; it was he to whom it was said, “In 
Isaac your descendants shall be called.” He considered that God is able to raise people even from 
the dead, from which he also received him back as a type.  

1 Corinthians 10:13 - No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God 
is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.  

3. Helps you focus your heart 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 - Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, 
yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. For momentary, light affliction is producing for us 
an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the 
things which are not seen are eternal. 

III. The Hope – God Will Give You All the Wisdom You Need if You Simply Ask for It 

A. If you lack wisdom 

B. Let him ask of God 

C. God will give it to you generously without reproach 

D. Remember, you must ask in faith 


