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Seeking God’s Plan for His Family 
Missional Contentment 

1 Timothy 3:15 - in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of 
the truth.  

3 areas in which contentment must be developed if you are going to live a mission centered life: 

I. Focused Contentment in Your Work 

A. Slavery in Bible times 

Philippians 2:15 - so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God 
above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights 
in the world,  

B. The primary issue is honor 

v. 1 – slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor 

v. 2 – those who have believers as their masters must not be disrespectful to them... 

C. Your primary focus should be on how your attitude toward your boss impacts the reputation of your 
God 

v. 1 – so that the name of God and our doctrine will not be spoken against. 

Colossians 3:22-23 - Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external 
service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever you 
do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men,  

Matthew 5:16 - Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father who is in heaven.  

cf. 1 Peter 2:18-25 

II. Focused Contentment in Your Discussions 

1 Timothy 1:6-7 - For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless discussion, 
wanting to be teachers of the Law, even though they do not understand either what they are saying or 
the matters about which they make confident assertions.  

A. God always invites appropriate discussions 

Isaiah 1:18 - “Come now, and let us reason together,” says the Lord, “Though your sins are as 
scarlet, they will be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool.  

Matthew 21:28 - But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, 
“Son, go work today in the vineyard.”  



Psalm 73:13-14 - Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure and washed my hands in innocence; for I 
have been stricken all day long and chastened every morning.  

Habakkuk 1:2 - How long, O Lord, will I call for help, and You will not hear? I cry out to You, 
“Violence!” Yet You do not save.  

Revelation 6:10 - and they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
will You refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”  

B. This passage is dealing with those who generate arguments instead of accomplishing God’s plan 

v. 1:11 –...the glorious gospel of the blessed God... 

C. The nature and effect of doctrinal distractions 

v. 3 – does not agree with sound words 

v. 3 – (does not agree) with the doctrine conforming to godliness 

v. 4 – conceited and understands nothing 

v. 4 – has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words... 

v. 4-5 – out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, and constant friction between 
men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth... 

III. Focused Contentment in Your Finances 

A. Learn to be content when your basic needs have been met 

1 Timothy 6:8 - If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.  

B. The desire to get rich can lead to many paths that will do anything but help you accomplish God’s 
mission 

1 Timothy 6:9 - But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish 
and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  

C. Don’t fall in love with money 

1 Timothy 6:10 - For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have 
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  

D. Fix your hope on God and be rich in good works 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 - Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix 
their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. 
Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up 
for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that 
which is life indeed.  


