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Seeking God’s Plan 
Seeking God’s Plan for His Family 

Psalm 119:105 - Your word is a lamp to my feet ad a light to my path.  

3 principles to help God’s people stay on course: 

I. Stay the Course by Majoring on the Majors 

A. The writer 

1 Timothy 1:1 - Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Savior, 
and of Christ Jesus, who is our hope,  

B. The recipient 

v. 2 – to Timothy, my true child in the faith. 

Philippians 2:19-22 - But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so that I also may 
be encouraged when I learn of your condition. For I have no one else of kindred spirit who will 
genuinely be concerned for your welfare. For they all seek after their own interests, not those of 
Christ Jesus. But you know of his proven worth, that he served with me in the furtherance of the 
gospel like a child serving his father.  

1 Corinthians 4:17 - For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child 
in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in 
every church.  

C. The challenge 

1. The existence of false teachers within the body 

Acts 20:29-30 - I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away the disciples after them.  

a. taught strange doctrines – v. 3 

heterodidaskalein  

didaskalein – to teach  

heteros – of a different kind 

b. myths and endless genealogies – v. 4 

v. 4:1 – doctrines of demons... 

c. give rise to mere speculation – v. 4 

d. rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith – v. 4 

e. want to be teachers of the law 

v. 11 – the glorious gospel if the blessed God. 



2. The desire of Timothy to desert his post 

1 Timothy 1:3 - As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that 
you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines,  

urged – parakaleo – “to beg, beseech, entreat, implore” 

D. The core issue 

1 Timothy 1:6 - For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to fruitless discussion,  

straying – “miss the mark” 

turned aside – “to go off course” 

E. The result of majoring on the majors – v. 5 

1. love from a pure heart 

2. good conscience 

3. sincere faith 

II. Stay the Course by Being Humbled by God’s Grace 

A. Paul’s past – vv. 13 

1. a blasphemer 

2. a persecutor 

3. a violent aggressor 

4. ...sinners, among whom I am foremost of all – v. 15 

B. God’s response  

1. I was shown mercy – v. 13 

2. the grace of our Lord was more than abundant – v. 14 

3. faith and love are found in Jesus Christ – v. 14 

v. 11 – the glorious gospel of the blessed Lord. 

C. God’s purpose 

1 Timothy 1:16 - Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might 
demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.  

III. Stay the Course by Responding With Worship and Conviction 

A. Worship – v. 17 

1 Timothy 1:17 - Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever. Amen.  

B. Conviction – v. 18-20 


