
Faith Women’s Foundations Class – A Woman’s Relationship With God 

Class #6 – Living In Christian Community 

STUDENT NOTES 

I. Review From Last Week  

 

II.  Spiritual Discipline #7 – Participating in Christian Community 

A.  Spiritual Formation and the Local Church   

1.  All of the goals of the local church fit into our ultimate goal from the Creation Mandate in 

Gen 1:26-28.  The local church has many goals including:  

 to praise God (Acts 2:47) 

 to have favor with others (Acts 2:47) 

 to evangelize (Acts 2:47) 

 to make disciples (Matt 28:19) 

 to equip the saints for the work of service and to build up the body of Christ (Eph 4:12) 

 and to be mutually helpful (Acts 2:44-46).   

2.  One of the (many) jobs the local church has is to help its members to 

____________________ in the Lord  (Eph 4:17-24; Matt 18:15-17; Matt 5:16; I Peter 2:12).    

3.  Each individual believer is ____________________ to ensure that they are growing in their 

love for and obedience to God on their own (Eph 4:12; Acts 2:42; Matt 28:20; Acts 17:10-11).   

4.  It is important that we don’t accidentally ____________________ our own private spiritual 

discipline times with attendance at church, expecting the pastor to do the spiritual work for us 

that we should be doing ourselves 



5.  In many ways the local church is designed to function similarly to the role of a 

____________________ toward his/her child.  (Eph 6:4; 2 Peter 2:2; Col 1:17). 

B.  Growth Through Community Life   

1.  God does not acknowledge believers living and functioning ____________________ of the 

local church and its authority, protection, and provision.    

2.  Christians are to learn to ____________________ others to Christ, bear each other’s 

burdens, encourage, love, and be with other Christians (Rom 12:5, 10; 13:8, Gal 5:13; Eph 4: 

5:19; Col 3:16; I Thess 4:18, 5:14).  

3.  In many passages the body of believers in a local church are called a ____________________ 

(Eph 1:5-6; I John 3:1-24; Matt 12:49-50; Heb 10:24-25; Rom 12:10-13; Act 2:42-47, 4:34-37; 

Titus 2:1-8).   

C.  Growth Through “Conference”   

1.  An important way the body of believers in the local church help each other grow is by being 

available to talk through what is going on in each other’s lives in a way that helps them 

____________________ their spiritual growth in the context of reality (Col 3:16).  

2.  It is important to know that we do not stand ____________________ under God, but we 

stand under God alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ.   (Prov 27:17). 

3.  The Christian experience is a journey, but it was never intended to be only a 

____________________ journey. 

4.  Most often, these deep and purposeful conversations will happen in the context of small 

groups, like Bible Studies, Accountability Groups, Adult Bible Fellowships, Biblical Counseling 



appointments, mentoring matchups, etc, during times that were specifically set up to have 

context for such private conversations.   

D.  Growth through Serving   

1. As was previously stated, the many “One Another” passages in Scripture emphasize the 

importance of using the gifts and ____________________ each believers was given by God (I 

Cor 12) with the motivation and method of love (I Cor 13) for the good of the whole group of 

believers (I Cor 12:7).  (Ephesians 2:10;  Heb 11:6; Matt 6:20; 2 Cor 5:10).   

2.  Unfortunately, believers often confuse this mandate to serve each other using the gifts God 

has given us by giving too much priority to our own personal ____________________.   

E.  Growth Through Submission / Problem Solving   

1.  Another way that God helps us grow in the context of the Christian Community of the local 

church is through understanding Biblical ____________________ and submission.  (John 5:19; 

Heb 5:8; Phil 1:1; Romans 13:1-2; Hebrews 13:17) 

2.  Additionally, God offers opportunities for growth in the local church when 

____________________ arise that must be solved.  (Eph 4:26; Eph 4:25-32; Eph 4:11-13; Matt 

18:15-17; 2 Cor 12:20).   

III. Application Questions   

IV.  Class Review   

V.  Homework Challenge  

 Please sign up for the next Faith Women’s Foundation Series Class “A Godly Woman’s Priorities.” 

 Please consider signing up for the Faith Women’s FCI Class “Women Discipling Women” for practical 

help learning how to be a wise friend to other women. 



Church Life In General –  

 Evaluate your personal participation in your local church.  In what ways have you been fulfilling the 

“One Another” passages in Scripture?   

 Consider reading the books Church Membership by Jonathan Leeman, Life In the Father’s House by 

Wayne Mack and Dave Swavely,  What is a Healthy Church Member? by Thabiti Anyabwile, or 

Community by Brad House to learn more about how to participate more fully as a member of your 

local church. 

 Consider studying the book The Church of Irresistible Influence by Robert Lewis to see how you can 

help your church bring light to your community. 

 The books Nine Marks of a Healthy Church or What is a Healthy Church? by Mark Dever are useful 

resources in learning how to evaluate whether a church you are considering for membership meets 

Biblical qualifications. 

Serving 

 Practicing Hospitality by Pat Ennis and Lisa Tatlock may be helpful in learning some specific ways to 

serve others. 

Problem Solving 

 The books The Peace Maker by Ken Sande, Unpacking Forgiveness by Chris Brauns, Putting Your Past In 

Its Place by Stephen Viars, Communication and Conflict Resolution by Stuart Scott, and Uprooting 

Anger by Robert D. Jones, From Forgiven to Forgiving by Jay Adams, and Respectable Sins by Jerry 

Bridges may be helpful to learn how to solve different types of problems. 

 

V.  Questions  


