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Finding Hope in God’s Servant at Christmastime 
The Perfection of the Servant’s Salvation 

Review: 

1. The book of Isaiah warns of coming judgment against Judah (southern kingdom) and comforts His 
people by communicating God’s future plan.   

2. Isaiah was called to primarily speak to the southern tribes. He was a prophet of God who ministered 
during the reigns of 4 different kings in Judah- Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah…this was between 
the years 739-686.  Isaiah was written after the fall of Israel (northern kingdom) to the Assyrians 

3. Israel, as God’s chosen people, had failed to fulfill their responsibility and be a light for God to the 
pagan nations.  

They failed to live out Exodus 19:6 and be a nation of priests.  So the servant songs provide a portrait of 
one who was to come, the ideal “Israel” who would accomplish the mission of taking God’s salvation to 
every tribe and tongue.   

What we have studied this Christmas occurred 100 years or so earlier than what Jeremiah wrote… 

Jeremiah 13:11 - “For as the waistband clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole household of 
Israel and the whole household of Judah cling to Me,” declares the LORD, “that they might be for Me a 
people, for renown, for praise and for glory; but they did not listen.” 

4. The Perfect Servant will “bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”   

 

Perfect Servant Songs Series: 

(#1) Isaiah 42:1-13 The Perfection of the Servant’s Purpose - 3 appropriate responses to the promised 
Messiah. 

(#2) Isaiah 49:1-13 The Perfection of the Servant’s Mission - 5 truths that help us (1) find hope in the 
perfect mission of our perfect Savior, and (2) understand our role in his mission today. 

(#3) Isaiah 50:4-11 The Perfection of the Servant’s Trust - 4 Lessons we can learn  

(#4) Isaiah 52:13-53:12 – The Perfection of the Servant’s Suffering – (Christmas Eve)  

 

4 Reasons why the Status Change offered by the Perfect Servant must be heeded: 

 

I. Because of the Perfect Servant’s credentials  

A. The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me 

 “Spirit” – Identifies this Person as the “Servant” previously mentioned in Isaiah (42:1)  

 Adonai/Yahweh – Master, Pre-existent One  

Mark 1:10 - Immediately coming up out of the water, He saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a 
dove descending upon Him; and a voice came out of the heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in You I 
am well-pleased.”   

B. “Anointed” by the LORD (Yahweh)   



 

 

C. The Perfect Servant speaks in the New Testament (with these words) Luke4:14-22 (quoting Isaiah 61:1-
3)  

* Please turn to page 47 in the back of your Bible  

II. Because of its content  

A. “To bind up the brokenhearted” 

Psalm 34:18-19 - The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. Many 
are the afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord delivers him out of them all.  

Isaiah 53:4-5 - Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed 
Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was 
crushed for our iniquities; 

B. “To proclaim liberty to the captives” 

Galatians 5:1 - It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be 
subject again to a yoke of slavery.  

C. “Freedom to prisoners” 

Colossians 2:13-14 - When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He 
made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, having canceled out the 
certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the 
way, having nailed it to the cross.  

D. “To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD” 

Romans 5:15 - But the free gift is not like the transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the 
many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, 
abound to the many.  

2 Peter 2:9 - The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but  is patient toward you, 
not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.  

E. “To comfort those who mourn” 

“The picture of the mourner, with ashes on the head, wrapped in sackcloth, with a spirit crushed by 
despair, is replaced by the picture of a party goer with a beautiful headdress, smelling of costly oil, and 
wearing a garment of praise.”   

F. To those in the New Testament 

Luke 1:19 - The angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I 
have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.”  

Luke 2:10 - But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
which will be for all the people;” 

Acts 8:12 - But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike.  

Acts 13:32 - And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers,  

Romans 10:15 - How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news of good things!” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s remind ourselves of some truths: 

Isaiah 40:29-31 - He gives strength to the weary, and to him who lacks might He increases power.  Though 
youths grow weary and tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly, yet those who wait for the 
Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get 
tired, they will walk and not become weary.  

Ps. 37:39 - But the salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their strength in time of trouble.  

2 Thessalonians 3:13 - Do not grow weary in doing good.  

III. Because of its needy recipients  

A. Description of the poor 

“Those who are so broken by life that they have no more heart to try; those who are so bound up in 
their various addictions that liberty and release are a cruel mirage; those who think they will never 
again experience the favor of the Lord; those who think that their lives hold nothing more than ashes, 
sackcloth, and the fainting heaviness of despair.  These are they to whom the Servant/Messiah shouts 
‘Good News!’” (John Oswalt, The New International Commentary on the Old Testament, pg.565)  

Romans3:10 - as it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one; there is none who understands, 
there is none who seeks for God; all have turned aside, together they have become useless; there is 
none who does good, there is not even one.”  

Romans 3:23 - For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God 

B. Hope for the poor  

Romans 10:14 - How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can they hear without someone preaching 
to them?   

IV. Because of its product  

A. Oaks of righteousness (Psalm 1)  

B. Glorifying God     

I Corinthians 10:31 - …Do all to the glory of God 

 

Key Question:  How do I claim this Good News? 

 Acts 26:20 - …Repent, and turn to God… 

 Acts 16:31 - believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved 

 Romans 10:9-10 - Confess Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart God raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved 


