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Finding Hope in God’s Servant at Christmastime 
Portraits of Perfection 

The Perfection of the Servant’s Mission 

Truth #1:  God’s Servant Jesus was an effective servant and we should be also 

A. A look at Isaiah 49: An Effective Servant 

B. Fast forward to the “rest of the story”   

1. Jesus’ ministry occurs at just the right time 

Romans 5:6 - For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 

2. Jesus speaks only that which the Father has given him to speak 

John 12:49 - For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has 
given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak. 

3. Jesus completed the work that the Father had given him to do 

John 5:36 - But the testimony which I have is greater than the testimony of John; for the works 
which the Father has given Me to accomplish-- the very works that I do-- testify about Me, that 
the Father has sent Me. 

John 18:11 - So Jesus said to Peter, "Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has 
given Me, shall I not drink it?" 

4. Jesus’ work began the most significant “movement” known to man 

C. A challenge for us:  Be an Effective Servant 

Truth #2:  God’s Servant Jesus reflected God’s glory and we should as well 

A.  A look at Isaiah 49:  A Servant that Glorifies God 

B. Fast forward to the “rest of the story” 

1. Jesus glorified the Father in His life 

John 17:4 - Jesus prayed "I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You 
have given Me to do.” 

2. Jesus glorified the Father in His death 

John 12:23 - And Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified.” 

John 17:5 - Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You 
before the world was.  

C.  A challenge for us:  Be a Servant that brings Glory to God 

 



Truth #3:  God’s Servant Jesus was rewarded for suffering and God promises rewards to all who suffer 
patiently 

A.  A look at Isaiah 49:  Suffering Servant and Exalted Servant 

B. Fast forward to the “rest of the story” 

1. Jesus was born in home for animals and slept in a feeding trough 

2. Jesus was mocked in life and abandoned 

3. Jesus took his place on high   

Philippians 2:5-11 - Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although 
He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  
Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross.  For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him 
the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of 
those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

C. A challenge for us:  Patient Endurance and Opportunity 

Philippians 3:8-11 - More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but 
rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own 
derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from 
God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship 
of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from 
the dead.  

Truth #4:  God’s Servant Jesus extended salvation and a new covenant to all who believe – a message God 
commands us to repeat. 

A.  A look at Isaiah 49:  Servant is Salvation to all who believe 

B. Fast forward to the “rest of the story” 

1. Jesus is the only means by which anyone can be saved 

Acts 4:12 - Neither is there salvation in any other for there is no other name given among 
whereby we must be saved.   

2. Jesus inaugurated a new covenant 

C. A challenge for us:  Spreading the Message of the Gospel  

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 - Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an 
appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  He made Him who knew no 
sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  

Truth #5:  God’s Servant Jesus will bring final completion to all that God has given Him to do so rejoice this 
Christmas season 


