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Reaching New Heights 
Reaching the Ultimate Height 

The Beauty of Heaven 

Introductory Truths 

1. Heaven exists now. 

Luke 23:43 - And He said to him, truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise. 

2. Heaven is a real place. 

Matthew 5:16 - Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father who is in heaven.  

Matthew 6:9 - Pray, then, in this way: our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  

3. There are different aspects of heaven. 

a. the atmospheric heaven 

Genesis 7:11 - In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of 
the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of 
heaven were opened. 

b. the planetary heaven 

Genesis 1:16-17 - And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 
light to rule the night: He made the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to 
give light upon the earth, 

c. the heaven where God dwells 

2 Corinthians 12:2-4 - I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not 
know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught up to the third 
heaven...was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted 
to speak.  

4. Heaven is a developing place. 

John 14:2-3 - In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; 
for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 
you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.  

 

 



3 reasons heaven is a beautiful place: 

I. Because the Ugliness of What Mankind Has Done to the Earth will be Destroyed 

A. This will occur in a context of scoffing 

v. 4 - Where is the promise of His coming?... 

Romans 1:16 - For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes...  

B. God can dramatically alter the shape of the earth by the power of His Word 

2 Peter 3:7 - But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the 
day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.  

C. God’s hesitancy to judge is because of His desire that no one would perish 

2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

D. The day of the Lord will occur suddenly 

II Peter 3:10 - But the day of the Lord will come like a thief... 

E. The earth will be dissolved with tremendous heat 

II Peter 3:10 -...in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed 
with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.  

F. Implications to us today 

1. Be sure you’re ready 

2. Don’t fall in love with this world today 

1 John 2:15-17 - Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the 
eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. The world is 
passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.  

James 4:4 - You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.  

Matthew 13:22 - And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who 
hears the word, and the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it 
becomes unfruitful.  



II. Because of What it Contains 

A. Delightful inhabitants 

Rev. 21:3 -...and they shall be His people 

Rev. 21:6 -...the one who thirsts 

Rev. 21:8 -...he who overcomes... 

B. Incredible size 

Rev. 21:16 - 12,000 furlongs 

C. Indescribable materials 

Revelation 21:18-19 - The material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear 
glass. The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of precious stone... 

Ephesians 2:7 - So that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  

Philippians 1:21-24 - For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. But if I am to live on in the flesh, 
this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose. But I am hard-pressed from 
both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; yet to 
remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.  

D. Glorious Light 

Revelation 21:23 - And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of 
God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  

My Savior First of All 

When my life work is ended and I cross the swelling tide, 

When the bright and glorious morning I shall see, 

I shall know my Redeemer when I reach the other side, 

And His smile will be the first to welcome me. 

Through the gates to the city, in a robe of spotless white, 

He will lead me where no tears will ever fall, 

In the glad song of ages I will mingle with delight, 

But I long to meet my Savior first of all. 



Psalm 16:11 - You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your 
right hand there are pleasures forever. 

Psalm 42:1-2 - As the deer pants for the water brooks, so my soul pants for You, O God. My soul 
thirsts for God, for the living God; when shall I come and appear before God?  

Psalm 73:25-26 - Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth. My 
flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.  

E. Marvelous unity 

Revelation 21:24 - The nations will walk by its light... 

Isaiah 61:10 - I will rejoice greatly in the Lord, my soul will exult in my God; for He has clothed me 
with garments of salvation, He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  

F. Sustaining Life 

Revelation 22:1-2 - Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, in the middle of its street. On either side of the river was the tree of 
life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for 
the healing of the nations.  

III. Because of What Heaven Lacks 

A. Death - v. 4 

B. Mourning - v. 4 

C. Crying - v. 4 

D. Pain - v. 4 

E. Temple - v. 22 

F. Night - v. 25 

G. Unclean thing or person - v. 27 

H. Curse - 22:3 


