
Pastor Steve Viars 
November 18, 2007 

Reaching New Heights 
The Stewardship of Commitment 

John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  

John 6:37 - All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly 
not cast out.  

John 10:27-28 – My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life 
to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  

Matthew 16:24-26 – Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny 
himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.”  

Romans 10:9-10 – that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in 
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.  

3 lessons about commitment from the farewell speech of one of God’s great leaders: 

I. Joshua was not Afraid to Make Commitments 

A. For himself 

Genesis 3:15 – And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 
seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel. 

B. For his family 

C. Because that’s what leaders do 

Joshua 24:15 - ...Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve... 

II. Joshua Understood that the Content of Your Commitment Reveals the Identity of Your God 

Deuteronomy 6:4 - Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!  

Exodus 20:3 - You shall have no other gods before Me.  

Deuteronomy 6:5 - You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your might.  

Luke 12:34 - For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

III. Joshua was also Not Afraid to Challenge Others to Make Commitments 

A. In thankfulness for God’s blessings in the past 

B. Understanding that the commitment process is also sometimes a winnowing process 

C. With a focus on the task God has for you now 

Joshua 24:28 - Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to his inheritance. 


