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Reaching New Heights in Our Knowledge of God 

The Compassion of God 
 

“Drawing upon the rare wisdom of a temperament that consistently displayed uncommon 
magnanimity toward those who opposed him, he then issued his historic plea to his fellow 
countrymen:  ‘With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God 
gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's 
wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan - to 
do all which may achieve and cherish a just, and a lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all 
nations.’” 

 

Philippians 3:10 - that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of 
His sufferings, being conformed to His death;  

 

I. The Nature of Compassion 

A. Definition 

splanchna – bowels, intestines... 

B. Other examples in Scripture of the noun which forms the basis of biblical compassion 

Acts 1:18 - Now this man acquired a field with the price of his wickedness, and falling 
headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his intestines gushed out.  

C. Examples in the life of Christ 

1. Regarding their sickness - Matthew 14:14 - When He went ashore, He saw a large 
crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed their sick.  

2. Regarding their hunger - Matthew 15:32 - And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and 
said, “I feel compassion for the people, because they have remained with Me now three 
days and have nothing to eat; and I do not want to send them away hungry, for they 
might faint on the way.”  

3. At the time of death - John 11:33, 35 - When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, He was deeply moved in spirit and was 
troubled...Jesus wept.  

4. Because people rejected His message - Matthew 23:37 - Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills 
the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your 
children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were 
unwilling.  

5. To illustrate forgiveness - Matthew 18:27 - And the lord of that slave felt compassion and 
released him and forgave him the debt.  



6. To illustrate the father’s joy over a son’s repentance - Luke 15:20 - So he got up and 
came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 
compassion for him, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  

7. To illustrate the way godly people respond to others in need - Luke 10:33 - But a 
Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt 
compassion,  

Psalm 145:8 - The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and great in 
mercy.  

Lamentations 3:22-23 - Through the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His 
compassions fail not.  They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.  

1 Peter 3:8-9 - Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; 
love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning evil for evil or reviling for 
reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may 
inherit a blessing. 

II. The Motivation of Compassion 

A. He wanted to be with people who had not yet trusted Him 

B. He put the time and effort into seeing their condition 

v. 36 – Seeing the people... 

C. He was troubled by their condition 

1. Distressed 

skullo – flaying or skinning, being harassed or severely troubled, battered, bruised, 
mangled, ripped apart, worn out, exhausted 

2. Downcast 

dispirited... 

rhipto – being thrown down and utterly helpless, as from drunkenness or a mortal 
wound... 

3. Because they had no shepherd 

III. The Result of Compassion 

A. Prayer for laborers 

B. A willingness to be an answer to that prayer 


