
Pastor Brent Aucoin 
June 17, 2007 

   
Reaching New Heights 

Reaching New Heights in Our Knowledge of God  
The Sovereignty of God 

 

To Whom do you turn to when life is seeming out of control?   

Isaiah 45 teaches that understanding and believing that God is the only sovereign is the 
primary way to comfort us and help us during times of great trial 

Important Context Of Isaiah 40-48 

• In 1445 BC God brought His people out of Egypt—The Exodus 
• In 1445 BC at Mount Sinai, God entered into a covenant relationship with His new 

nation of people—Israel, The Ten Commandments 
• The first commandment was to have no other gods before the one true God 
• From 1445 onward His people struggled with this—idolatry 

2 Kings 17:15 - They despised his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their 
fathers, and the warnings which he gave them. They went after false idols, and became 
false, and they followed the nations that were round about them, concerning whom 
the Lord had commanded them that they should not do like them. 

• God continually warned and taught His people about violating the covenant—the 
prophets  

• Around 700 BC (700 years after the Exodus) God brought about the Assyrians to 
destroy part of the nation 

• Around 600 BC (800 years after the Exodus) God brought about the Babylonians to 
destroy the rest of the nation and take His people into captivity in Babylon—The Exile 

Jeremiah 5:19 - And when your people say, “Why has the Lord our God done all these 
things to us?” you shall say to them, “As you have forsaken me and served foreign 
gods in your land, so you shall serve strangers in a land that is not yours.” 

• Isaiah 40-48 was written around 700 BC to a group of exiles in Babylon in 550 BC 
as a message of comfort (cf. Isaiah 40:1) 

On October 12, 539 BC the armies of Cyrus the Persian, a pagan king, captured 
Babylon without even a battle.  His capture came as the king and princes of Babylon 
were partying (Daniel 5).  On Oct 29, Cyrus entered Babylon and presented himself as 
a gracious liberator.  He presented himself as a Messiah.  As he entered, green twigs 
were spread out in front of this liberator.  Cyrus, the pagan King, freed the Jews and 
issued a decree that the temple of God in Jerusalem be rebuilt (Ezra 1:1-2) 



In Isaiah 45, three images of God’s sovereignty are revealed to us that help us trust God 
alone in times of trial. 

1. The Essence of Sovereignty—He is the only One in control 

Pink, p. 18, “The Sovereignty of God” 

The sovereignty of God.  What do we mean by this expression?  We mean the 
supremacy of God, the kingship of God, the godhood of God.  To say that God is 
sovereign is to declare that God is God.  To say that God is sovereign is to declare that 
He is the Most High, doing according to His will in the army of heaven, and among the 
inhabitants of the earth, so that none can stay His hand or say unto Him what doest 
thou?  

a.  When you think about it there can never be two sovereigns by definition! 

b.  Who you believe is in control is to whom you will go first when you are in need. 

2. The Extent of Sovereignty—He is the only One in control of all    

 a. People 

 b. history/future   

  c. “Shalom” (Peace/welfare) — “Ra” (disorder/calamity) 

 d. Creation 

3. The End of Sovereignty—He is the only One in control of all things to accomplish His 
Good Goal 

a. The Demonstration of God’s Glory 

b. The Accomplishment of good for His people 

So we have come to the end and have developed in the three points even a definition of 
God’s Sovereignty—The image revealed of God’s Sovereignty in Isaiah 45 is simply that 
GOD IS THE ONLY ONE IN CONTROL OF ALL THINGS TO ACCOMPLISH HIS 
GOOD GOALS and therefore we can turn to Him alone to trust Him. 


