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Reaching New Heights in our Love for the Savior 

The Savior Who Was Rejected 

3 characteristics of people who reject the truth: 

I. Hypocrisy 

A. Because they majored on the minors 

Matthew 23:24 - ...strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!  

Colossians 2:16-23 - Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or 
in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day— things which are a mere 
shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ. Let no one keep 
defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the 
angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly 
mind, and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied and 
held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.  If 
you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were 
living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, “Do not handle, do not 
taste, do not touch!” (which all refer to things destined to perish with use)—in 
accordance with the commandments and teachings of men? These are matters which 
have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and 
severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. 

B. Because they sought truth to justify their actions instead of truth to evaluate their actions 

John 18:29 - Therefore Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring 
against this Man?”  

John 18:30 - They answered and said to him, “If this Man were not an evildoer, we 
would not have delivered Him to you.”  

II. Cynicism 

A. What is truth? 

John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father but through Me. 



B. Often used to justify a refusal to listen 

III. Confusion 

Proverbs 23:23 - Buy truth, and do not sell it, get wisdom and instruction and 
understanding.  

1 Timothy 3:15 - ...I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the 
household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the 
truth.  

II Corinthians 4:3-4 - And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so 
that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.  

II Corinthians 4:1-6 - Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do 
not lose heart, but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in 
craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending 
ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it 
is veiled to those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has blinded the 
minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, 
and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Light shall shine 
out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  

John 16:7-14 - But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not 
go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. And He, 
when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; 
concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because 
I go to the Father and you no longer see Me; and concerning judgment, because the ruler 
of this world has been judged. I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for 
He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He 
will disclose to you what is to come. “He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will 
disclose it to you.  


