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Reaching New Heights 

Reaching New Heights in Our Faithfulness to Pray 
Reaching New Heights in our Commitment to Scripture 

God’s Word Can Bring You Comfort  

Psalm 119:1-16 – God’s Word Can Make You Pure 

Psalm 119:47-48 – God’s Word Can Make You Satisfied 

Psalm 119:49-96 – God’s Word Can Bring You Comfort 

3 ways the Bible can help you/others in difficult times: 

I. Scripture Gives Hope in Affliction 

Psalm 119:49-50 - Remember the word to Your servant, in which You have made me 
hope. This is my comfort in my affliction...  

A. The presence of trials 

1. Some people mock 

2. Others make empty promises 

3. God’s Word faces trials head on 

2 Timothy 3:12 - Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  

2 Corinthians 4:8 - we are afflicted in every way...  

B. The possibility of hope 

1. it awakens to salvation 

2. it awakens to eternal truths 

verse 52 – your ordinances from of old. 



Psalm 119:89-90 - Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven. Your faithfulness 
continues throughout all generations; You established the earth, and it stands.  

3. it reminds us 

verse 52 – I have remembered Your ordinances... 

verse 55 – O Lord, I remember your name... 

a. of God’s presence 

Hebrews 13:5 – I will never leave you nor forsake you 

b. of God’s protection 

Romans 8:38-39 – For I am convinced that...height, nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

c. of God’s provision 

Philippians 4:19 – And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in 
glory in Christ Jesus. 

d. of God’s promises 

2 Peter 1:4 - For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent 
promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.  

II. Scripture Gives Purpose to Affliction 

A. They can be good 



Psalm 119:67 - Before I was afflicted I went astray, But now I keep Your word.  

Psalm 119:71 - It is good for me that I was afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes.  

B. Possible reasons for trials [James Montgomery Boice] 

1. The common lot of man 

Job 5:7 – Man is born to trouble as surely as sparks fly upward. 

2. Suffering that is corrective 

3. Suffering that is constructive 

Romans 5:3-4 - And not only this, but we also exult in our tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation brings about perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and 
proven character, hope;  

4. Suffering that is given to glorify God 

John 9:3 - Jesus answered, “It was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it 
was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.”  

5. Suffering that is cosmic 

cf. Job 

III. Scripture Gives an Alternative to Handling Affliction Biblically 

Psalm 119:92 - If Your law had not been my delight, then I would have perished in my 
affliction.  


