
Pastor Steve Viars 
February 4, 2007 

   
Reaching New Heights 

Reaching New Heights in Our Faithfulness to Pray 
Reaching New Heights in our Commitment to Scripture 

God’s Word Can Make You Pure 

 

Four characteristics of a person being purified by God’s Word: 

I. An Understanding and Thankfulness that God’s Word Brings Settled Joy 

v.1 – How blessed are those whose way is blameless... 

v. 2 – How blessed are those who observe His testimonies... 

A. Meaning of “blessed” 

Dr. George Zemek – The Word of God in the Child of God – “The repetition of the 
exclamation [blessed] at the outset of verses 1 and 2 launches the psalm on a positive 
note. This repetition calls attention to the fact that those demonstrating a pattern of 
consistency in obeying God’s directives for life correspondingly experience a deeply 
rooted joy...The faithful of all ages experience a transcendent joy internalized, a 
happiness defined by God’s standards and values, not the world’s.  Consequently, 
Anderson’s paraphrase of ‘How rewarding is the life of those...’ captures the impact of 
this twofold [blessed] in its significantly revelational context.” 

B. The relationship to being blameless 

II. A Desire to Know Not Only the Word of God but the God of the Word 

A. Note the progression 



B. A humble dependence on God to help us keep His Word 

Psalm 119:10 - With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from 
Your commandments!  

C.H. Spurgeon – “The man of God exerts himself; but does not trust himself.  His heart is 
in his walking with God; but he knows that even his whole strength is not enough to keep 
him right unless his King shall be His keeper, and he who made the commands shall 
make him constant in obeying them.” 

III. A Commitment to Depositing God’s Word in Your Heart 

Psalm 119:9 - How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to 
Your word.  

Psalm 119:11 - Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.  

A. The importance of the inner man 

B. The importance of starting early 

IV. An Acceptance of Personal Responsibility 


