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Romans 1 – The Answer from a Troubling Progression  
 

Is God Mad at Us? 
 

Luke 13 – The Answer from a Fallen Tower 
Job 1-2 – The Answer from a Suffering Servant 
Hebrews 12 – The Answer from a Disciplined Child 
II Corinthians 12 – The Answer from a Weak Body 
 

I.  The Fact of God’s Wrath 

Romans 15:14 – Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. 

A.  Meaning 

Greek orge – settled, determined indignation 

J. Alva McClain – The wrath of God is His holy aversion to all that is evil, and His purpose is to            
destroy it. 

B.  Source 

“of God”...“from heaven”... 

Habakkuk 1:13 – You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on wickedness... 

Richard Trent – “There [can be no] surer and sadder token of an utterly prostrate moral condition 
than...not being able to be angry with sin...” 

C.  A consistent biblical theme 

Psalm 90:7-9 – For we have been consumed by Your anger, and by Your wrath we are terrified.  You 
have set our iniquities before You, our secret sins in the light of Your countenance.  For all our days have 
passed away in Your wrath; we finish our years like a sigh. 

Isaiah 9:19 – Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts the land is burned up, and the people shall be as 
fuel for the fire; no man shall spare his brother. 

Jeremiah 7:20 – Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, My anger and My fury will be poured out 
on this place—on man and on beast, on the trees of the field and on the fruit of the ground.  And it will 
burn and not be quenched.” 

John 3:36 – He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God abides on him. 

Ephesians 5:6 – Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God 
comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

Colossians 3:5-6 – Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, 
uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  Because of these things the wrath 
of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. 
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D.  Active today 

verse 18 – the wrath of God is revealed... 

“No Christian is licensed to utter odious banalities about God’s inscrutable counsels or blasphemous 
suggestions that this mysteriously serves God’s good ends.”  David Hart, Wall Street Journal 

Amos 4:10 – Your young men I killed with a sword...Yet you have not returned to Me,” says the LORD.  

Revelation 16:9 – And men were scorched with great heat, and they blasphemed the name of God who 
has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him glory. 

Romans 5:1-2 – Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through wh om also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God. 

II.  The Reasons for God’s Wrath 

A.  Ungodliness 

B.  Unrighteousness 

C.  The suppression of truth 

D.  Dishonoring God 

E.  Unthankful 

F.  Futile speculations 

G.  Foolish and darkened heart 

H.  Exchanging the glory of God for idols 

I.  Appropriate response for those seeking to gear up for greater effectiveness 

1.  Be sure you have been reconciled to God by trusting in the finished work of His Son on the 
cross. 

2.  Be motivated to passionately minister to others. 

2 Corinthians 5:11 – Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men... 

3.  Be sure you are developing an approach to personal holiness that is the polar opposite of the 
characteristics in this text. 

III.  The Effect of God’s Wrath 

A.  Gave them up to the impure lusts of their hearts. 

B.  Gave them up to the degrading passions of their bodies. 

C.  Gave them up to the depraved thinking of their minds. 


