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The Answer from a Disciplined Child 
 

Is God Mad at Us? 

Psalm 119:50 - This is my comfort in my affliction, for Your word has given me life.  

Psalm 119:67 - Before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Your word.  

Psalm 119:71 - It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may learn Your statutes.  

Psalm 119:92 – Unless Your law had been my delight, I would then have perished in my affliction.  

 

Luke 13 – The Answer from a Fallen Tower 

Job – The Answer from a Suffering Servant 

Hebrews 12 – The Answer from a Disciplined Child 

“discipline”- from the Greek word paideia 

pais - child 

“...speaks of whatever parents and teachers do to train, correct, cultivate, and educate children in order 
to help them develop and mature” (MacArthur, Commentary on Hebrews, p. 385). 

 

 

I.  What Discipline Requires 

 

A.  Spiritual sensitivity 

 

verse 5 – do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord. 

Arthur Pink – “Remind yourself of how much dross there is yet among the gold and view the 
corruption of your own heart and marvel that God has not smitten you more severely.  Form the 
habit of heeding His taps, and you will be less likely to receive His raps.” 

 

B. Spiritual endurance 

 

verse 5 – nor faint when you are reproved by Him. 

 

verse 5 – “you have forgotten the exhortation.” 

Psalm 42:5 – Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within me? Hope in 
God, for I shall yet praise Him for the help of His countenance.  
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II.  What Discipline Demonstrates 

A.  The Lord’s love 

 

Ephesians 6:4 – And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the 
training and admonition of the Lord. 

verse 9 – We had earthly fathers to discipline us and we respected them... 

Ephesians 3:17 – that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love. . . 

 

B.  Our sonship 

 

Hebrews 12:8 – But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are 
illegitimate and not sons. 

 

We must realize that there is a great difference between God’s discipline and His judgmental 
punishment. As Christians we often have to suffer painful consequences for our sins, but we will never 
experience God’s judgment for them. This punishment Christ took completely on Himself in the 
crucifixion, and God does not exact double payment for any sin. Though we deserve God’s wrathful 
punishment because of our sin, we will never have to face it, because Jesus endured it for us. Neither 
God’s love nor His justice would allow Him to require payment for what His Son has already paid in 
full. In discipline, God is not a judge but a Father (MacArthur, Commentary on Hebrews, p. 385). 

 

Lamentations 3:33 – For He does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men.  

Isaiah 54:10 - For the mountains shall depart and the hills be removed, but My kindness shall not 
depart from you, nor shall My covenant of peace be removed,” Says the Lord, who has mercy on you.  

 

III.  What Discipline Produces 

A.  Holiness 

 

We cannot be profoundly influenced by that which we do not know (Hughes, Commentary on 
Hebrews, vol. 2, p. 169) 

 

B.  Peaceable fruit of righteousness 

 

Job 42:10 – And the Lord restored Job’s losses when he prayed for his friends.  

 

And so what do I say? I say let the rains of disappointment come, if they water the plants of spiritual 
grace. Let the winds of adversity blow, if they serve to root more securely the trees that God has 
planted. I say, let the sun of prosperity be eclipsed, if that brings me closer to the true light of life. 
Welcome, sweet discipline, discipline designed for my joy, discipline designed to make me what God 
wants me to be. 


