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The Answer from a Suffering Servant 
 

Mayor Ray Nagin suggested Monday that Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and other storms were a sign that “God 
is mad at America” and at black communities too, for tearing themselves apart with violence and political 
infighting. “Surely God is mad at America.  He sent us hurricane after hurricane, and it’s destroyed and 
put stress on this country...” 

“The question goes back thousands of years and the argument behind it can be summarized like this: 

1.  Evil and suffering exist in the world. 

2.  If God were all-powerful, He could prevent evil and suffering. 

3.  If He were all- loving, He would want to prevent these. 

4.  If there were an all-powerful, all loving God, there would be no suffering in the world. 

5. God is therefore powerless, loveless, or non-existent.” 

(John Blanchard, Where is God When Things God Wrong?, p. 5) 
 

2 Corinthians 4:16-17 - Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner 
man is being renewed day by day.  For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of 
glory far beyond all comparison,  

 
Is God Mad at Us?... 
Last Week - Answers from a Fallen Tower 
Remember - God is so wise, and so powerful, that He can accomplish multiple purposes with multiple people 
with multiple spiritual conditions simultaneously. 

 
3 Lessons from the Trials of Job: 
 
I.  Sometimes People who face Calamity are God’s Choicest Servants. 

  
A.  Job’s character 

Job 1:1 -...blameless, upright, fearing God and turning away from evil.   

Job 2:10 - ...In all this Job did not sin with His lips. 
 
B.  Impact on our key question, “Is God Mad at Us?” 
 
C.  Examples in Scripture 

1.  Joseph 

2.  David 

3.  Queen Esther 

4.  Jesus 

5.  Paul 
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2 Corinthians 11:23-27 - ...in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more 
frequently, in deaths often. From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. Three times I 
was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have 
been in the deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own 
countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the 
sea, in perils among false brethren; in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, 
in fastings often, in cold and nakedness— 

 
6.  Peter 

Acts 5:41 - So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer shame for His name. 

 
II.  Often there are Spiritual Realities at Work that God may Never Explain to You. 

 
A.  Satan’s place in the drama 

Ephesians 6:12 - For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

 
B.  Possible ministry to others 
 

III.  Let Calamity Teach You about the Sovereignty of God. 
 
A.  Key passage – Deuteronomy 8:3 

Deuteronomy 8:3 - He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which 
neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

 
B. Often calamity is the greatest opportunity to learn more about the sovereignty of God. 

Where is God When Things Go Wrong? by John Blanchard 

Is God Really in Control? by Jerry Bridges 

How Long, O Lord? by D.A. Carson 

Job 1:21 - ...and said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord gave 
and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.” 

 
C. The value of this doctrine 

Lamentations 3:19-32 - Remember my affliction and roaming, the wormwood and the gall.  My soul still 
remembers and sinks within me.  This I recall to my mind, therefore I have hope.  Through the Lord’s 
mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not.  They are new every morning;great is 
Your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I hope in Him!”  The Lord is 
good to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him.  It is good that one should hope and wait 
quietly for the salvation of the Lord.  It is good for a man to bear the yoke in his youth.  Let him sit alone 
and keep silent, because God has laid it on him; let him put his mouth in the dust— There may yet be 
hope.  Let him give his cheek to the one who strikes him, and be full of reproach.  For the Lord will not 
cast off forever.  Though He causes grief, yet He will show compassion according to the multitude of His 
mercies.  

 
God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains; it is His 
megaphone to rouse a deaf world. (C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain). 


