
Pastor Mark Dutton 
December 31, 2006 

   
 

Where Do You Stand? 
Hebrews 4:11-16 

Introduction: 
“2006: Gearing Up for Greater Effectiveness”  

1) It communicates a degree of planning/preparation.  

2) It communicates progressive sanctification.  

3) It communicates a focus on the product (‘effectiveness’) 

* 3 areas mentioned in this text with which we can evaluate ourselves by asking the question: 
Where Do You Stand? 

I.  In Relationship to God’s Word – 4:11-13 

A. Reading the Word 

 Deuteronomy 17:19 

B. Studying the Word 

 2 Timothy 2:15 

C. Memorizing the Word 

 Psalm 119:9 

D. Meditating on the Word 

 Psalm 1:1 

E. Obeying the Word 

 Psalm 19:7-11 

* Apply that truth:  

• Anger: James 1:20 for the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God. 

• Worry: Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart And do not lean on your 
own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He will make your 
paths straight. 

• Fear: Psalm 56:3 When I am afraid, I will put my trust in You.; Isaiah 41:10 'Do not 
fear, for I am with you; do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you, surely I will help you, surely I will uphold you with My righteous 
right hand.' 

• Temptation (to sin): Romans 13:14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.; 1 Peter 5:5 . . . clothe yourselves with 
humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES 
GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. 

 

 



• Trials (prove your faith): 1 Peter 1:7 so that the proof of your faith, being more 
precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; James 1:2 
Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that 
the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its perfect 
result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

• Communication: Ephesians 4:15 but speaking the truth in love . . . ; 4:25 Therefore, 
laying aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE OF YOU WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, 
for we are members of one another. 

• Marriage /  Parenting /  Finances (stewardship) 

• Local Church:  Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 24 and let us consider how to stimulate 
one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, 
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the 
day drawing near. 

II. In Relationship to Christ – 4:14-15 

A. Knowing Him  

1. As your Savior  

2. As your Lord 

B. Worshiping Him 

C. Loving Him 

D. Serving Him 

E. Growing to be like Him! 

III. In Relationship to the Throne – 4:16 

A.  Throne of Grace 

B.  Judgment Seat of Christ 

C.  Great White Throne 

Conclusion: 
1) Have you gone backwards in these areas? 

2) Have you gone into ‘maintenance mode’ or become ‘lukewarm’   

3) Have you allowed progressive sanctification (doctrine of spiritual growth) to impact your 
life? 

Q: Where do you stand? 

 1 Corinthians 9:24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one 
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. 


