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Gearing Up for Greater Effectiveness 
Gearing Up for Participating in Christmas 

 

Mary – The Preparation of Holiness 

Joseph – The Preparation of Faith 

Jesus – The Preparation of Submission 

John 1:1-2 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. 

Dr. John Whitcomb – “Jesus’ coming to earth was one of His more recent 
accomplishments.” 

Philippians 2:5 - Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus... 

3 ways Jesus was submissive at Christmastime: 

I. Jesus Submitted to the Mindset of the Father 

A. The fact of His position 

verse 5 – He existed in the form of God 

Isaiah 7:14 - Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

Isaiah 9:6 - For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will 
be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

John 17:5 - And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I 
had with You before the world was. 

Luke 9:28-36 - Now it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that He took 
Peter, John, and James and went up on the mountain to pray. As He prayed, the 
appearance of His face was altered, and His robe became white and glistening. And 
behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory 
and spoke of His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.  But Peter 
and those with him were heavy with sleep; and when they were fully awake, they saw 
His glory and the two men who stood with Him. Then it happened, as they were parting 
from Him, that Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make 
three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he 
said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were 
fearful as they entered the cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My 



beloved Son. Hear Him!” When the voice had ceased, Jesus was found alone. But they 
kept quiet, and told no one in those days any of the things they had seen. 

B. His attitude toward His position 

verse 6 – He did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped. 

(The Message) Philippians 2:6 - He had equal status with God but didn’t think so much 
of himself that he had to cling to the advantages of that status no matter what. 

Grasped - clutched, embraced, or prized. 

John 12:24 - ...unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but 
if it dies, it produces much grain. 

John 12:25-26 - He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me... 

Jim Elliot – “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot earn.” 

Hebrews 6:10 – For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you 
have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

II. Jesus Submitted to the Methods of the Father 

A. He emptied Himself 

Philippians 4:4 - Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 

B. He took on the form of a servant 

C. He humbled Himself 

D. He became obedient 

Matthew 26:39 - ...O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, 
not as I will, but as You will.” 

III. Jesus was Submissive to the Motives of the Father 

v. 11 – to the glory of God the Father 

John 1:14-18 - And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore 
witness of Him and cried out, saying, this was He of whom I said, He who comes after 
me is preferred before me, for He was before me.  And of His fullness we have all 
received, and grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, 
who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 


