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Gearing Up for Greater Effectiveness 
Gearing Up for Participating in Christmas 

 

Romans 1:17 - ...The just shall live by faith. 
 
December 3rd – Mary – The Preparation of Purity 
December 10th – Joseph – The Preparation of Faith 

 

5 characteristics of Joseph’s faith that prepared him to serve God well: 

I. Merciful Faith 

verse 19 – Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her. 

A. Joseph’s three options 

1. He could have appealed to OT law 

Deut 22:23-24 

2. Public condemnation 

3. Private divorce 

B. The centrality of mercy 

Psalm 18:25 - With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful...  

Psalm 25:10 - All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth...  

Micah 6:8 - He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of 
you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God? 

C. Implications to today 

II. Cautious Faith 

verse 20 – But when he had considered this...what does that tell us?... 

A. He was not impulsive or flighty 



B. The holding principle 

Romans 14:23 - But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat 
from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin. 

James 1:19 - So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to wrath 

III. Confident Faith 

A. The testimony of the angel 

Matt. 1:20 - ...do not be afraid... 

B. The gift of peace 

Isaiah 26:3 - You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because 
he trusts in You.  

C. God’s kind of faith is always grounded in His Word 

Matthew 1:22-23 - So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a 
Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” 

Romans 10:17 - So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

IV. Obedient Faith 

Matthew 1:24 – Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him and took to him his wife 

A. Finalizing the marriage 

Matthew 1:24 - ...took Mary as his wife. 

B. Taking Christ to the temple 

Luke 2:22-23 - Now when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses 
were completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is 
written in the law of the Lord, “Every male who opens the womb shall be called holy to 
the Lord” )... 

V. Courageous Faith 


