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Gearing Up for Greater Effectiveness 
Gearing Up for Participating in Christmas 

 
Matthew 25:1-13 - At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 
The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took 
oil in jars along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all 
became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come 
out to meet him!’ Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said 
to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may 
not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for 
yourselves.’ But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The 
virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 
Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’ But he replied, ‘I tell 
you the truth, I don’t know you.’ Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or 
the hour. 
 
December 3rd – Mary – The Preparation of Purity 
December 10th – Joseph – The Preparation of Faith 
December 17th – Christmas Musical  
December 24th AM – Jesus – The Preparation of Submission 
December 24th PM Candlelight Service – God the Father – The Preparation of Love 
 
Four characteristics of Mary’s purity: 

I. She was Pure in the Way She Disciplined Her Body 

A. What the text says 

Luke 1:27 - to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 

Luke 1:34 - Then Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I do not know a man?’ 

John 1:46 - And Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’... 

From all indicators, her life would not be extraordinary.  She would marry humbly, give 
birth to numerous poor children, never travel farther than a few miles from home, and 
one day die like thousands of others before her—a nobody in a nothing town in the 
middle of nowhere (Kent Hughes – Luke, Vol. 1, p. 33). 

B. Why this is so important 

1. The honor of God’s Word was at stake 

Isaiah 7:14 - Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

Luke 1:37 - For with God nothing will be impossible. 

2. The purity of the Messiah was at stake 



2 Corinthians 5:21 - For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him. 

C. What this text does not say 

1 Timothy 2:5 - For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man 
Christ Jesus 

1 Corinthians 9:27 - But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection...  

Romans 6:13 - ...present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness to God. 

II. She was Pure in the Way She Viewed Herself 

A. In her initial response to the angel 

v. 29 – But she was very perplexed at this statement... 

B. In her later statements to her cousin 

Luke 1:47 - And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.  

Luke 1:48 - For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; for behold, 
henceforth all generations will call me blessed.  

John 3:30 - He must increase, but I must decrease. 

Colossians 1:18 – he is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 

III. She was Pure in the Way She Exercised Her Mind 

Luke 1:29 - and kept pondering what kind of salutation this was. 

A. She was thoughtful and contemplative. 
Let all mortal flesh keep silent 
And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly minded, 
For with blessing in His hand 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand. 

B. She possessed “blessed inquisitiveness” 

Luke 1:37 - For with God nothing will be impossible. 

Luke 1:45 - Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things 
which were told her from the Lord. 

C. She was then able to proclaim truth in a meaningful and profound fashion 

IV. She was Pure in the Way She Molded Her Will 

Luke 1:38 - Then Mary said, ‘Behold the bondslave of the Lord! May it be done to me 
according to your word.’ And the angel departed from her.  


