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Cearing Up for Greater Effecti veness
Smal Books with BigMessages
111 John- The Bal ance of Christian Unity

Phileron — Model the Power of Forgiveness
Il John — Value the Truth

Il John 7-11 - nfess Jesus Christ
as coming intheflesh. This is a cecei ver andanantichrist. Look toyoursel ves, that we do
not | ose those things we workedfor, but that we nay receiveaful reward Whoever
transgresses anddoes not abi deinthe doctrineof Grist does not have Cod. He who abides
inthe doctrineof Christ has boththe Fat her andthe Son. |f anyone comes t o you and does
not bringthis doctrine, donot receivehim intoyour house nor greet hi m; for he who greets
him shares inhis evil deeck.

Il John - The Balance of ChristianUnity

Thr ee approaches t o worki ng with others:

Gaius - The Beaut y of Wor ki ng Toget her

A. Founded onarel ationshipcharacterizedby bothtruthandlove

v. T—tothe bel oved Gaits, whoml love intruth

v. 1-beloved Gaius

v. T-whomllove intruth

v. 3 — brethren came andtestifiedtoyour truth

V. 3—that is, howyou arewalkingintruth

V. 4—tohear of my childrenwalkingintruth

v. 6—they havetestifiedto your | ove before t he church

Ephesians 4: 15- but, speakingthetruthinlove, may growup in all things i nto Himwho is
t he head— Christ

B. Dependant ona prospering soul

C. Requiresa commitment to act on truth

D. Especial ly with those who areunknownor different

v.5—especial | ywhen they are strangers...



E Valuing theprivilegedf beingafellovworker far thetruh

v. 8—sothat we nay be fdlovworkers withthe truth.

Psalm133:1 - Behold, howgood and howpl easant it is for bret hrento dwell toget her in
unity!

Ephesians 4: 1 -3 - |, therefare, the prisoner of the Lord, beseechyoutowalkworthy of the
cal ling with whi ch you were called with all lowliness and gent | eness, with longs uffering
beari ng with one anot her i nlove, endeavoringtokeepthe unity of the Spirit inthe bondof

peace.

II. Diot rephes — The Scandal of Wrongful Separation

A. Rooted inrebel [ ion agairst God-givenauthority

V. 9—Iwrote something to the church; but Diot rephes...does not accept what we say.

B. Oftenmotivated by proud sel f -promotion

v. 9-loves tobefirst antong them
3 John 9 - ...but Diotrephes, who loves to have t he preeminence anong them...

Colossians 1: 18— And He is t he head of t he body, t he church, who is the beginning the
firstbornfrom the dead that inall things He may have t he preeminence.

C. Divisiosmust be addressed

3 John 10 - Therefare, if | come | will @l tomind his ceeds whi ch he does, prating agai nst
us with malidas words. And not content withthat, he hi msel f does not recei ve the
brethren, andforbi cs those who wishto, putting t hem out of t he chur ch.

Proverbs 6:16-19 — There are si x things whichthe Lordhates. .. one who sows discordanong
brethren.

Ill. De me triws— The Hbpe of Achieving Balanceinthis Area

v. 12— has recei veda goodtestinony fromeveryae. ..



