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2 John – Value the Truth 

 
 
Gearing Up for Greater Effectiveness... 

Small Books with Big Messages  
Philemon – Model the Power of Forgiveness 
2 John – Value the Truth 
 
3 principles to help God’s people have a right relation to His truth: 
 
I.  God is Pleased When His Children Value Truth. 
 

A.  Because our relationship with God is based on our understanding of and belief in certain truths 

I Corinthians 14:15 – What is the outcome then?  I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the 
mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also. 

John 14:6 - Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me.” 

James 1:18 - Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of 
firstfruits of His creatures. 

1 Peter 1:22 - Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere 
love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 

Hebrews 10:26-27 - For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and fiery 
indignation which will devour the adversaries. 

2 Thessalonians 2:12 - that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness. 

 
B.  Because God’s truth is eternal 

2 John 2 - because of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever: 

Psalm 119:89 - Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven.  

2 Timothy 3:7 - always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
 
C.  Because God’s truth is practical 

2 John 4 - I rejoiced greatly that I have found some of your children walking in truth... 

2 John 6 - This is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, 
that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it. 

John 7:17 - If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I speak of myself. 
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II.  You Cannot Allow Those Who Deny Truth to Inordinately Influence Your Life. 
 

A.  Historical background 
 
B.  Truth must guide the expression of your love 
 
C.  Balance 
 

1.  We are not talking about simple acts of hospitality. 
 
2.  We are not talking about minor theological disagreements. 

2 John 7 - For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 

1 Kings 11:3-4 – And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines; 
and his wives turned away his heart. For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives 
turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the 
heart of his father David. 

Proverbs 13:20 - He who walks with wise men will be wise, But the companion of fools will be 
destroyed.  

2 Corinthians 6:17 – Therefore, “Come out from among them and be separate, says the 
Lord...” 

 
III.  There are Specific Steps You Can Take to Act on the Message of this Book. 
 

A.  Examine yourself and look for practical evidence that you are actively “buying truth”. 
 
B.  Seek to prepare yourself with as much of God’s truth as possible. 

Ephesians 6:14 - Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, hav ing put on the 
breastplate of righteousness, 

 
C.  Be a student of God’s truth so that you can interpret and apply it accurately. 

2 Timothy 2:15 - Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

 
D.  Guard against influences that would direct you to sell out.   


