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Developing a Humble Attitude Toward Your Accomplishments 
 

“Despite his fame, he’s all about the game.  A Greece teen’s triumph puts a new face on sports greatness.” 

“Rochester’s most celebrated basketball player was back on the court.  Greece Athena senior Jason ‘J-Mac’ 
McElwain was back in his shirt and tie, back on the bench.” 

“No pre-game interviews,” he said. 

“His team was preparing to take on McQuaid at the Blue Cross Arena.  With the semi-finals on the line, he 
was all business.  The most talked-about team manager was all about his team.” 

“J-Mac’s moment brought him national exposure, even movie offers.  Still, he remains focused on the game 
and on his teammates.” 

“I’m just so proud of these guys,” he said, calling out the name of each player.  

“Bolstered by J-Mac’s support, the Greece Athena Trojans won their semi-final match-up with McQuaid’s 
Knights.  They are now headed to the finals.” 

“Our dream was to get a sectional title all along.  Now’s our chance,” he said.  “I just want to win as a team, 
not individually.” 

“The J-Mac story keeps getting better.  Saturday night, Jason McElwain, or J-Mac as he’s known to the 
world and his Greece Athena Trojans, capped off what was an already unbelievable story.” 

“The Trojans lifted the Class AA Section V trophy for the first time since 1992.  They also lifted J-Mac – 
literally.” 

Three principles to help you respond to accomplishments with humility: 

I.  God Desires to Help His People Accomplish Mighty Deeds. 

A.  The insurmountable nature of the assignment. 

1.  Timing. 

verse 1 – today... 

 

2.  Size. 

verse 1 – nations greater and mightier than you 

verse 1 – great cities fortified to heaven 

verse 2 – a people great and tall 

verse 2 – the sons of the Anakim 

Deuteronomy 1:28 – Where can we go up?  Our brethren have discouraged our hearts, saying, 
“The people are greater and taller than we; the cities are great and fortified up to heaven; 
moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakim there.” 
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B.  The Lord is going before you. 

1.  In this passage. 

verse 3 – as a consuming fire 

verse 3 – He will destroy them 

verse 3 – He will subdue them before you... 

 

2.  OT parallel passages. 

Deuteronomy 1:30 – The LORD your God, who goes before you, He will fight for you, according to 
all He did for you in Egypt before your eyes. 

Deuteronomy 3:22 – You must not fear them, for the LORD your God Himself fights for you. 

 

3.  NT parallel passages. 

2 Corinthians 2:14 – But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and 
manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. 

Romans 8:31 – What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who can be against us? 

1 John 4:4 – ...greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world. 

 

C.  What about us? 

 
 

I’ll be honest, Tokyo is HUUUUGE... 

But God is bigger and that’s what I’m resting in.  
He’ll give me the strength and wisdom to adjust to 
things here. 
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II.  Do Not Allow Your Accomplishments to Make You Proud. 

verse 4 – do not say in your heart. 

A.  Just like developing a humble response to your resources (cf. Deuteronomy chapter 8, especially verse 
17), developing a humble response to your accomplishments also begins with “what you say in your 
heart” (verse 9:4). 

Isaiah 42:8 – I am the LORD, that is My name; and My glory I will not give to another, nor My praise to 
carved images. 

 
 
 
B.  The focus during a time of accomplishment should be on the righteousness of God, not man. 

1.  His plan. 

 

 

2.  His faithfulness and His promises. 

 

 

C.  Zealously avoid the sin of self- righteousness. 

1.  Nebuchadnezzar. 

Daniel 4:28-30 – All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar.  At the end of the twelve months he 
was walking about the royal palace of Babylon.  The king spoke, saying, “Is not this great 
Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of my 
majesty?” 

Daniel 4:37 – Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all of 
whose works are truth, and His ways justice.  And those who walk in pride He is able to put 
down. 

 

2.  The “man praying to himself.” 

Luke 18:9-17 – Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and despised others: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 
other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I 
am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector.  I fast twice 
a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’  And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so 
much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’  
I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  Then they also 
brought infants to Him that He might touch them; but when the disciples saw it, they rebuked 
them.  But Jesus called them to Him and said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not 
forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God.  Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” 
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3.  Isaiah 65:5 – Who say, ‘Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am holier than you!’  These 

are smoke in My nostrils, a fire that burns all the day. 
 
 
 
III.  Be Amazed that God Would Use Us in Spite of Our Failures. 

A.  Reminders to the children of Israel. 

1.  Verses 6-21 – at Horeb – Idolatry 
 

 

 

2.  Verses 22-24 – at Teberah, Massah, and Kibroth-hattaavah – Complaining 
 

 

 

B.  Reminders to us. 

1.  The Lord’s table. 
 

 

 

2.  The sanctification process. 


