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Developing a Humble Attitude Toward Your Resources 
 
 
Three steps to avoid the gear jamming sin of pride : 

I.  Grow in Humility When Times are Lean. 

A.  God values humility in the lives of His children. 

Deuteronomy 8:2 – You shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the wilderness these 
forty years, that He might humble you... 

Matthew 5:3 – Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Ephesians 4:1-2 – I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which 
you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love. 

1 Peter 5:5-6 – Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders.  Yes, all of you be submissive to 
one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  
Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time. 

B.  Like all virtues, humility begins in the heart. 

verse 2 – to know what was in your heart... 

verse 5 – Thus you are to know in your heart... 

verse 14 – then your heart will become proud... 

verse 17 – otherwise, you might say in your heart... 

C.  Humility is directly linked to your willingness to obey God’s Word. 

verse 1 – All the commandments that I am commanding you today you shall be careful to do... 

verse 2 – whether you would keep His commandments or not... 

verse 3 – man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord. 

verse 6 – you shall keep the commandments of the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to fear Him... 

verse 11 – do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments and His ordinances and His 
statutes which I am commanding you today... 

verse 20 – Like the nations that the Lord makes to perish before you, so you shall perish; because you would not 
listen to the voice of the Lord your God. 

D.  Lean times clarify the origin of our resources. 

verse 3a – He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your 
fathers know... 
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E.  Lean times clarify our priorities. 

verse 3b – that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by 
everything that proceeds out of the mouth of God. 

F.  Lean times give God special opportunities to bless and provide. 

verse 4 – Your clothing did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years. 

II.  Grow in Humility When Times are Good. 

A.  God delights in blessing obedient people. 

1.  The characteristics of the promised land. 

 

 

2.  The desired effect. 

verse 10 – When you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land 
which He has given you. 

 

B.  Abundance provides unique challenges. 

1.  A proud heart. 

verse 14 – then your heart will become proud. 
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Manifestations of Pride 
 

1)  Complaining against or passing judgment on God.  A proud person in a difficult situation thinks, “Look what God 
has done to me after all I have done for Him.” 

2)  A lack of gratitude in general.  Proud people usually think they deserve what is good. 

3)  Anger.  A proud person is often an angry person.  One’s anger can include outbursts of anger, withdrawing, pouting, 
or frustration. 

4)  Seeing yourself as better than others.  A proud person is usually on top looking down on others. 

5)  Having an inflated view of your importance, gifts, and abilities.  Many proud people have a very wrong perception of 
themselves. 

6)  Being focused on the lack of your gifts and abilities.  Some proud people may not come across proud at all, because 
they are always down on themselves. 

7)  Perfectionism.  People who strive for everything to be perfect often do so for recognition. 

8)  Talking too much.  Proud people who talk too much often do it because they think that what they have to say is more 
important than what anyone else has to say. 

9)  Talking too much about yourself.  A person who is proud may center on themselves in conversation. 

10)  Seeking independence or control.  Some proud people find it extremely difficult to work under someone else or to 
submit to an authority. 

11)  Being consumed with what others think.  Some proud people are too concerned about the opinion of others. 

12)  Being devastated or angered by criticism.  Proud people usually struggle a great deal with criticism. 

13)  Being unteachable.  Many proud individuals know it all.  They’re superior. 

14)  Being sarcastic, hurtful, or degrading.  Proud people can be very unkind people. 

15)  A lack of service.  Proud people may not serve because they are not thinking of others, or because thEy want to be 
coaxed to serve and don’t want to continue if there is no praise. 

16)  A lack of compassion.  A person who is proud is rarely concerned for others and their concerns. 

17)  Being defensive or blame-shifting.  You will often hear a proud person say, “Are you saying it’s my fault?” or “Well, 
what about you?” 

18)  A lack of admitting when you are wrong.  A proud person will make a great many excuses such as, “I was tired,” or      
“I was having a bad day.” 

19)  A lack of asking forgiveness.  Proud people rarely admit their sin or ask for forgiveness of others. 

20)  A lack of biblical prayer.  Most proud people pray very little, if at all. 

21)  Resisting authority or being disrespectful.  A proud person may detest being told what to do. 

22)  Voicing preferences or opinions when not asked.  A proud person might not be able to keep his preferences or 
opinions to himself. 
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23)  Minimizing your own sin and shortcomings.  A proud person typically believes that their sin is no big deal. 

24)  Maximizing others’ sin and shortcomings.  To the proud person, other people are the problem. 

25)  Being impatient or irritable with others.  A proud person might be angry with other people because they are 
concerned that their own schedule or plans are being ruined. 

26)  Being jealous or envious.  Often when they do not enjoy the same benefits, proud people have a hard time being glad 
for other’s successes or blessings. 

27)  Using others.  The proud person usually views others in terms of what those people can do for them and their 
interests. 

28)  Being deceitful by covering up sins, faults, and mistakes.  Some proud people will do just about anything in order for 
others not to find out negative things about them. 

29)  Using attention-getting tactics.  A proud person may try to draw attention to themselves through dress, bizarre         
behavior, being rebellious, always talking about their problems, etc. 

30)  Not having close relationships.  Proud people often have no use for close relationships, thinking that the trouble 
outweighs the benefits. 

From Pride to Humility by Stuart Scott, pp. 6-10 

 

 
 
2.  Forgetting the Lord. 

verse 14 – you will forget the Lord. 

 

 

3.  A self-centered outlook. 

verse 17 – You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth 
for me.” 

 
 

III.  Grow in Humility by Making it a Gearing Up Priority. 

A.  Always remember that God is the one who gives us power to make wealth. 

 

 

B.  Humble obedience is an act of worship. 


