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Gearing Up for Greater Effectiveness 
 

 

Three princ iples to avoid going in circles 

I.  Respond Properly to the Joys and Challenges of God’s Blessings. 

The Book of Deuteronomy...was written by Moses on the eve of the conquest of Canaan as a means of 
addressing a number of questions and concerns.  First, it was important that the people understand who 
they were, where they originated, and what their God intended for them in the years to come.  Genesis 
enabled them to trace their roots back to the patriarchs and to the patriarchal covenant that promised a 
people and a land.  Exodus rehearsed the story of the growth of that people, their redemption from cruel 
and despotic bondage, and their covenant affiliation with the Lord who called and equipped them to be a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Exod. 19:4-6).  That book together with Leviticus outlined the 
means by which the nation might have access to a holy God and how it must function as a holy people in 
fulfilling the covenant requirements.  Numbers provides instruction for the people in movement from 
covenant to conquest.  Finally, Deuteronomy reiterates the covenant, but it does so in a greatly expanded 
form and in terms appropriate to a new generation, one about to enter a new life experience and to 
engage in a new realm of responsibility.  The Sinai generation of thirty-eight years earlier was largely off 
the scene; and the new generation, about to embark on conquest, stood in need of covenant reiteration 
and reaffirmation, a procedure in line with covenant relationships attested to throughout the ancient Near 
Eastern world.  A covenant made between a great king and a vassal people had to be renewed by his and 
their successors with the passing of the generations. (Eugene Merrill, New American Commentary, 
Deuteronomy, pp. 26-27.) 

A.  God delights in keeping His promises and multiplying His people. 

Verse 8 – I have placed the land before you... 

Verse 8 – go in and possess the land...  

Genesis 12:2 – I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great so you 
will be a blessing. 

Verse 10 – The Lord your God has multiplied you, and behold, you are this day like the stars of 
heaven in number. 

 

 

B.  The multiplication of blessing requires the multiplication of leaders. 
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II.  Seize the Unusual Ministry Opportunities God Gives You with Obedience and Trust. 

A.  Because of fear. 

Verse 21 – do not fear or be dismayed. 

Verse 28 – our brethren have made our hearts melt. 

 

 

B.  Because of rebellion. 

Verse 26 – You were not willing to go up, but rebelled against the command of the Lord your God. 

 

 

C.  Because of complaining. 

Verse 27 – and you grumbled in your tents. 

 

 

D.  Because of unbelief. 

Verses 32-33 – In spite of this, you did not trust in the LORD your God, who went ahead of you on 
your journey, in fire by night and in a cloud by day, to search out places for you to camp and to 
show you the way you should go. 

 

 

III.  Be Sure You Come Out of the Circle the Right Way. 


